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BEAR TAKES FLIGHT

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman  
editor@floridanewsline.com

Kendyl Corper, a senior at Bartram 
Trail High School, earned her private 
pilot license this summer through 
an Air Force scholarship program, 
according to Olivia Cruz, public af-
fairs officer for the school's Air Force 
Junior ROTC unit.

Corper, a cadet in Bartram Trail's AF-
JROTC program, was selected for the 

opportunity after maintaining a GPA 
above 3.5 and meeting fitness test 
requirements, Cruz said. The scholar-
ship sent her to Delta State University 
in Cleveland, Mississippi — home to 
a nationally recognized aviation pro-
gram and the "Flying Okras" — for 
flight training over the summer.

Corper was one of nine cadets na-
tionwide to earn a pilot certificate 
through the academy this summer, 
joining cadets from North Carolina, 

Georgia, Colorado, South Carolina 
and Texas at a graduation ceremony at 
Delta State, according to AFJROTC. 

Cadets combined classroom instruc-
tion with flight operations throughout 
the program, developing aeronautical 
decision-making skills alongside the 
flight experience needed to earn their 
licenses, AFJROTC said. 

Bear cont. on pg. 2

By Connie Smith

At the First Coast YMCA, healthy 
living is about more than exercise. It's 
about helping people of all ages and 
abilities build strength, develop healthy 
habits and find a community that 
supports their well-being, from fitness 
and group exercise to chronic disease 
prevention, nutrition support and pro-
grams for older adults.

Healthy Aging Day at the First 
Coast YMCA

On Saturday, Oct. 17, the First Coast 
YMCA will celebrate Healthy Aging 
Day, bringing the Active Older Adult 
community together for education, 

Building wellness at every stage of life

Life cont. on pg. 2

Bartram Trail cadet earns private pilot 
license through Air Force program
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The U.S. Postal Service is now 
accepting holiday letters from chil-
dren and families throughout the 
continental United States, Hawaii 
and Puerto Rico as USPS Opera-
tion Santa marks its 114th year.

The program allows people to 
adopt and respond to letters writ-
ten to Santa, fulfilling holiday 
wishes for children and families 
across the country.

"The holidays are a time to 
celebrate the joy of the season. 
But for some, the simple act of 
exchanging even small gifts is out 
of reach," said Sheila Holman, 
vice president of marketing for 
the Postal Service. "For more than 
100 years, USPS Operation Santa 
has given kindhearted people the 
opportunity to make dreams come 
true for thousands of children and 
their families through simple acts 
of kindness."

Letters must follow the program 
guidelines available at USPSOpera-
tionSanta.com and be postmarked 
by Dec. 5 to be eligible for poten-
tial adoption and fulfillment. The 
Postal Service does not guarantee 
that submitted letters will be ad-
opted. Letters should be addressed 
to:

Santa Claus 123 Elf Rd. North 
Pole, 88888

Registration to adopt letters opens 
Nov. 2, and people may register as 
individuals or in groups. The adop-
tion window opens Nov. 16, and 
registrants can adopt single letters 
or family letters.

More information on the program, 
its history, key dates and how to 
participate as a letter writer or an 
adopter is available at USPSOpera-
tionSanta.com.

Santa letters 
wanted

Photo courtesy First Coast YMCA

A member speaks with a First Coast YMCA staff member at a health and wellness table.

Photo courtesy AFJROTC

Kendyl Corper (front row, fourth from left) and fellow AFJROTC Flight Academy graduates pose after earning their private pilot licenses at Delta State University in Cleveland, Mississippi.
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3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

GAME DATES:
Oct 10 & Nov 14

The Public is welcome!
Everyone 18 years old

and older is invited!

“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial
Cremation Society

(904) 797-4990www.CraigFuneralHome.com 
(904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory
 Memorial Park

"To describe my experience in as few 
words as possible, I would say it was 
the most challenging, however excit-
ing, thing I've ever done," Corper 
said. "There were many moments 
when I was stressed out from all the 

work. Fortunately, I had an amazing 
support team at Delta State as well as 
at home. I learned so much, not just 
in aerospace knowledge, but also in 
critical thinking, problem-solving, 
and the importance of approaching 
complex challenges with a clear head 
and a strong mindset."

Bear cont. from pg. 1

fun, fellowship and activity. The free 
event will run from 9 to 11:30 a.m. at 
each First Coast YMCA branch and will 
feature exercise classes, local vendors, 
games, pool access and more. Friends, 
parents and neighbors are all welcome.

Supporting Breast Cancer  
Awareness Month

October is Breast Cancer Awareness 
Month, an opportunity to recognize 
cancer survivors and highlight the 
role movement, wellness and commu-
nity can play in their health journeys. 
LIVESTRONG® at the YMCA provides 
adult cancer survivors with a support-
ive, community-based environment 
focused on rebuilding strength, increas-
ing endurance and improving overall 
quality of life.

Healthy Living at every age

Whether starting a fitness routine, man-
aging a chronic condition, improving 
nutrition, building strength or staying 
active with age, the First Coast YMCA 
has something for everyone.

YMCA at Flagler Health+ Village

The YMCA at Flagler Health+ Village 
offers fitness equipment, group exercise 
classes, wellness programs and personal 
training to support a variety of health 
and fitness goals. The branch also offers 

a Diabetes Prevention Program, Weight 
Loss Program and Nutrition Services to 
help members build sustainable habits.

YMCA at West Augustine

The YMCA at West Augustine is a new 
hub for health, wellness and commu-
nity. Members can stay active through 
group exercise classes, SilverSneakers® 
programming, free weights and car-
dio equipment, while Blood Pressure 
Self-Monitoring helps members take a 
proactive approach to their health.

The branch's commitment to whole-
person wellness is further strengthened 
through the West Augustine Health & 
Wellness Center, developed with the 
West Augustine Historical Community 
Development Corporation (CDC) and 
local healthcare leaders to bring health-
care, wellness and supportive services 
together under one roof.

St. Augustine Family YMCA

The St. Augustine Family YMCA 
provides amenities that make it easy 
for individuals and families to incorpo-
rate movement and wellness into their 
routines, including cardio equipment, a 
group exercise studio, a dedicated cycle 
studio, a seasonal six-lane, 25-yard out-
door pool, an outdoor basketball court 
and an indoor basketball gymnasium.

Connie Smith is the Senior Director of 
Healthy Living for First Coast YMCA

Life cont. from pg. 1

By Eddie Creamer

This month is the start of a new fiscal 
year for the St. Johns County Property 
Appraiser's Office, which is from Octo-
ber through September annually. As we 
embark on another fiscal year, I thought 
it would be helpful to share information 
about how our office is funded and the 
budget process.

Oversight of our office, including the 
budget, is provided by the Florida 
Department of Revenue (DOR). Every 
year by June 1, we submit a proposed 
budget to the DOR for approval. Each 
taxing authority pays a proportionate 
share of the services rendered by our of-
fice. St. Johns County, which also pays 
the St. Johns County School District 
and local municipalities portions, funds 

the highest proportionate share of the 
budget at 82% of the total based on the 
fiscal year 2027 (FY27) tentative num-

bers. We return any remaining unspent 
funds to the taxing authorities at the 
end of each fiscal year.

The funds provided by the taxing 
authorities allow us to fulfill our of-
fice's core responsibilities that include 
appraising all properties in the county 
annually and administering all property 
tax exemptions. Overall, the budget 
funds 50 positions, enabling our team 
to appraise more than 183,000 parcels 
and administer more than 136,778 
exemptions.

This year's budget totals $7,826,127, 
which is a 3.88% decrease from the 
previous year. The budget savings are 
mainly due to a reduction in personnel 
services. This reduction is based on the 
implementation of process efficiencies. 

The portion of our budget funded by 
St. Johns County represents 0.33% 
of the total tentative FY27 county 
budget.

Transparency is very important for our 
office. Florida law (F.S. 195.087(6)) 
requires the budget of each property 
appraiser's office to be posted on its 
website within 30 days of approval. We 
take that commitment one step further 
by posting monthly financial reports 
and the latest audit report. We've been 
posting these reports since 2017. This 
information can be found on our Bud-
get and Financial Statements webpage 
at www.sjcpa.gov/budget.

I'm available to answer questions or 
provide additional information at Ed-
die@sjcpa.gov or 904-827-5500.

Inside the St. Johns County Property Appraiser's Budget

Eddie Creamer

Photo by Olivia Cruz

Kendyl Corper, a senior at Bartram Trail High School, holds a certificate of completion after earning her private 
pilot license this summer.
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 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

The CreekLine � Mandarin NewsLine  � First Coast NewsLine � Nassau NewsLine
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PG 7
 450 State Road 13 North  

Suite 106 PMB 101  
St. Johns, FL 32259

(904) 886-4919
www.FloridaNewsLine.com

The CreekLine is a free monthly publication delivered to all 
addresses in Zip Code 32259 and selected routes in 32092. 
Submission of articles and photographs are received by mail or  
email, although email to editor@FloridaNewsLine.com is 
preferred. The writers’ opinions do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available  
by request. Florida NewsLine is not responsible for 
advertisement content or accuracy of information provided 
by its advertisers Nor does Florida NewsLine endorse any 
of the products or services included in this publication.  
Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement or 
copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no portion 
of this publication October be copied without the express  

written consent of the publisher.  ©2025. 
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Community news and photos are due by the 10th of each month to 
ensure inclusion in the upcoming issue. Thank you for your support of 

trusted community journalism.

FFBBFF Meet Leo!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed:
Domestic Shorthair

Favorite Activity: 
Venturing through the woods

Favorite Food: 
Temptation cat treats 

Favorite Friends: 
His sister, August

How did your BFF get their name: 
By embracing the spirit of a 

lion

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement 
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Community Marketplace 
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST  

Over 35 Years Exp.
FL-5456A

— Tree Preservation — Plant Health Care — Insect & Disease Treatments

(904) 268-1017 
www.snipstree.com

LICENSED                                           INSURED

Oticon INTENT™ helps your 
brain decipher intricate details of 
relevant sounds for better speech 
understanding with less effort 
and the ability to remember more.

9/16/2026

4.150%
4.255%
4.350%
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To submit items for the Community Calen-

dar, email editor@floridanewsline.com.

October 18
River Garden On-Campus 
Alzheimer's Walk
River Garden hosts an on-campus 
walk to support Alzheimer's and de-
mentia research Sunday, Oct. 18, from 
1:30 p.m. to 3 p.m. at 11401 Old St. Au-
gustine Road, Jacksonville. The event 
is open to residents, families and com-
munity members who may be unable 
to attend the Alzheimer's Association's 
city-wide walk in downtown Jackson-
ville in November. Raffle proceeds will 
support the River Garden Alzheimer's 
Walk Team. Call Kari Bell at 904 288 
7855 or email kbell@rivergarden.org.

October 15 
William Bartram Scenic & 
Historic Highway Monthly 
Meeting
The William Bartram Scenic & Historic 

Highway holds its monthly meeting 

Thursday, Oct. 15, at 6:30 p.m. at West-

minster Woods on Julington Creek, 25 

State Road 13, Conference Room LB.

October 10
Bartram Trail Genealogy Club 
field trip
The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club 
hosts a field trip Saturday, Oct. 10, 
at 2 p.m. at the Family Search Cen-
ter at The Church of Jesus Christ of 
Latter-day Saints, 5490 CR 210, St. 
Augustine. Enter through the south 
door. Attendees will learn about the 
center's resources, and experienced 
aides will provide research help. The 
public is welcome.

October 5 — November 23
St. Johns CARES Annual Food 
Drive
St. Johns CARES Inc. holds its An-
nual Food Drive from Monday, Oct. 
5, through Nov. 23, benefiting local 
food pantries serving individuals and 
families in St. Johns County. Organiz-
ers say demand at local pantries has 
increased while support from some 
traditional donors has declined, leav-
ing some shelves bare. Nonperishable 
food donations may be dropped off at 
Food Drive Host sites or directly to a 

local food pantry. A list of host sites 
and food pantry partners is available 
at stjohnscares.org under Events/
Drives. Call Mary Ann Kriniske at 904 
217 5281.

 
ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Wednesdays
Playing HOOKie
This charity focused knitting and cro-
chet group meets Wednesdays from 
10 a.m. to noon at Maple Street Biscuit 
Company, 1627 Race Track Road, St. 
Johns. Email playinghookiecares@
gmail.com.

Wednesdays
Widow to Widow Support 
Group
The support group meets Wednesdays 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. at the COA 
River House, 179 Marine St., St. Augus-
tine. Call 904 209 3655.

Thursdays
Open Game Play
Join the Council on Aging River House, 179 

Marine St., St. Augustine, for open game 

play Thursdays from 12:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. 

Bring your own cards or board games. 

Email tharris@coasjc.org.

Mondays, Wednesdays  
and Fridays
Trout Creek Senior Center 
Activities
Trout Creek Senior Center, 6795 Collier 

Road, Orangedale, offers senior activi-

ties starting at 9 a.m. with cards, crafts 

and games, followed by trivia, bunco 

or bingo before lunch at 11:30 a.m. Call 

Jessica Curry at 904 209 3658.

Wednesdays
Al Anon and Alateen  
Meetings
Free confidential support groups for 

family and friends of those affected by 

someone else drinking meet Wednes-

days from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 

Swiss Cove Christian Church, 1965 

State Road 13, St. Johns. Meetings are 

held on the second floor with an eleva-

tor available.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. Johns
Community CalendarOctoberOctober

Autos/Misc
Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast — FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible .  Cal l  800-245-0398

Miscellaneous
TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vin-
tage guitars! Gibson, Fender, 
Martin, Grecsch, Ricken-
backer, Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes na-
tionwide with one easy, af-
fordable buy in the ADS Net-
work! For more information 
www.communitypublishers.
com/category/all-products

Peace of mind & early de-
tection — Now more than 
ever, it ’s important to get 
screened for Stroke & Car-
diovascular Disease risk . 
Life Line Screening is simple 
& painless. 833-970-4172

Need cash quickly? We buy 
houses in any condition. 
Get a fair cash offer within 
24 hours! Call today. Liz 
Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

End your tax worries today. 
Let us make your tax problem 
our priority. Scared, stuck 
with high tax amounts? 
Our A+ tax professionals 
can help. Free consultation. 

Priority Tax 855-959-2267
Consumer Cellular — same 
reliable, nationwide cover-
age as large carriers. No 
long-term contract or hidden 
fees, free activation. All plans 
unlimited talk & text starting 
at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866
No more cleaning gutters. 
Guarante e d!  L eaf F i l te r 
backed by no-clog guar-
antee & lifetime warran-
ty. Call 1-833-610-1936 to 
schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Military & Se-
niors get additional 10% off. 
Limited time. Restrictions 
apply, see rep for details.
Inflation at 40-year highs. 
In te re s t  ra te s  a re  up . 
Credit cards, medical bills, 
car loans. Have $10k+ in 
debt? Call National Debt 
Relief to find out how to 
pay off your debt for much 
less than you owe! Free 
q u o t e :  8 4 4 - 9 5 5 - 4 9 3 0
SunSetter. America's Number 
One Awning! Instant shade at 
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into 
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Save 
$350 today! 855-914-1148
Home break-ins take less 
than 60 seconds .  Don' t 

wait! Protect your family, 
home, assets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 877-907-0316

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
1-day. Limited time, waving 
all installation costs! Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject 
to change & vary by dealer. 
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your 
home from pests safely. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Ro-
dent , Termite, Spiders & 
more .  Local ly owned & 
affordable. For service or 
inspection today! 877-916-
2103 Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America's pre-
mier mobile medical alert 
system. Home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No 
long term contracts, free 
brochure!  888-489-3936

Aging roof ? New home-
owner ? Storm damage? 
You need a local exper t 

provider that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 877-461-0698 Have zip 
code ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & 
restoration: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do 
repairs to protect your fam-
ily & home value! 877-318-
6832. Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn service: 
Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote. 
Ask about f irst applica-
tion special! 877-484-8583

DIRECTV Stream — Carries 
the most local MLB games! 
Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for 
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-
es. HBO Max included for 
3 mos w/Choice Package 
or higher. No contract or 
hidden fees! Restrictions 
apply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. 400+ procedures. 
Real dental insurance — not 

a discount plan. Free info 

kit! 855-526-1060 www.den-

tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Job Finder October:
Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living 
communities throughout the state of Florida. We're always looking 
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current 
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers. 

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Call 866-643-0438 to schedule
 your free quote today! *Terms & conditions apply 
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Q. Your office just released 
the sixth edition of "Track-
ing Your Tax Dollars: A 
Guide to St. Johns County's 
Finances." What is the pur-
pose of this guide?

A. "Tracking Your Tax Dol-
lars" is our Popular Annual 
Financial Report, or PAFR. 
The guide gives residents a clear picture 
of how their tax dollars were collected, 
spent and invested over the past year. 
It's a refined version of our An-
nual Comprehensive Financial Report 
(ACFR) and is designed to help you 

understand where County funds 
go and how they support our 
community.

Q. What kind of information 
does the PAFR include?

A. The PAFR includes financial 
highlights from fiscal year 2025, 
including County revenues and 

expenditures, the budget process and a 
breakdown of how the County uses the 
money to provide necessary services to 
residents. A snapshot of the County's 
investments, reserves and financial 
health is also included.

Q&A with St. Johns County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court and County Comptroller 
Brandon J. Patty

Q A&
Brandon Patty

Q. Does the PAFR offer any other 
information that might be of interest 
to residents?

A. In addition to financial highlights, 
the PAFR includes economic indica-
tors and community trends, including 
updates on demographics, housing, 
population and community growth. 
The report also highlights the County's 
strategic investment in community 
services.

Q. Where can residents access the 
PAFR?

A. The PAFR is available to view online 
at stjohnsclerk.com/pafr. Printed copies 
can be requested at the St. Johns County 
Clerk of the Circuit Court and County 
Comptroller's Office at the Richard O. 

Watson Judicial Center, 4010 Lewis 
Speedway, St. Augustine, FL.

For a more comprehensive look into the 
county's financial reports, the full An-
nual Comprehensive Financial Report 
(ACFR) can also be accessed online at 
stjohnsclerk.com/acfr.

Q. What is the best way for people to 
contact your office with questions?

A. For questions about the Popular 
Annual Financial Report, or any of the 
services we offer, residents can contact 
our Customer Care Call Center Mon-
day — Friday, from 8 a.m. to 5 p.m., at 
904 819 3600, and by email at clerk@
stjohnsclerk.com. I can also be reached 
directly on my cell at 904 599 8688 or 
by email at BPatty@stjohnsclerk.com.

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Hurry in
for Fall
Savings

Valid in-store at the participating stores

listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird

Food, Camera Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards,

DSC Memberships, or Sale Items. Cannot

be combined with other

coupons/discounts. Offer expires 10/31/26.

Chris Thompson

 

904.380.2290 Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

chris.thompson@ampf.com

ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson

St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve

your goals

CFP®,CMFA ®, CRPC®

 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 

CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

NotFDICorNCUAInsured | NoFinancialInstitutionGuarantee | MayLoseValue

                                           

Todd Perkins

Private Wealth Advisor

Financial Advisor

By Chris Thompson

Election seasons often 
spark questions about 
what might come next 
for the economy and 
the markets. As the 
2026 midterms draw 
closer, some investors 
are wondering whether they should 
make changes to their portfolios or 
simply stay the course.

It's a fair question. Midterm elections 
can influence fiscal policy, tax legisla-
tion, government spending and the 

broader regulatory environment. But 
when it comes to investing, it's im-
portant to separate what's truly worth 
paying attention to from what's simply 
generating headlines.

What investors are watching

A few themes stand out this cycle. The 
balance of power in the House and Sen-
ate is a big one because it will influence 
how much legislation can move forward 
over the next two years. Trade policy, 
energy production, domestic manufac-
turing and supply chain resilience con-
tinue to be areas of focus, with potential 

implications across multiple sectors of 
the economy.

Investors are also paying attention to 
broader economic and global develop-
ments. Ongoing geopolitical tensions, 
the rapid buildout of AI-related infra-
structure, government spending, retire-
ment policy and affordability concerns 
are all likely to shape economic discus-
sions long after ballots are counted.

A little history for perspective

Every election cycle feels unique and 
has its own dynamics, but political 

change is nothing new. In fact, mid-
term elections often reshape priorities 
in Washington. History shows that the 
party holding the White House has 
generally lost seats in Congress during 
midterm elections since World War II.¹ 
That's not a forecast for 2026, rather 
it's a useful piece of perspective when 
thinking about what may lie ahead.

Markets have also tended to respond 
reasonably well to periods of divided 
government. In many cases, legislative 

What the 2026 midterms could mean for your portfolio

Chris Thompson

Chris Thompson cont. on pg. 8
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Your Carefree Oasis of Luxury
Did you know that Starling operates four luxury senior

living communities in the Jacksonville area? Our

communities offer maintenance-free living with exquisite

amenities, including gourmet dining, a state-of-the-art

fitness center, and a serene heated pool. With meals and

transportation included in your rent, you can focus on

living your best life while we handle the rest. Call us today

to learn more and set up your personalized 1-on-1 tour!

(904) 395-5046

ALF# 13109

(904) 801-5270

ALF# 12734

(904) 337-6350

ALF# 12887

(904) 395-5724

Because Feeling  
at Home Matters

Choosing senior living is never just about daily support. 
It’s about finding a place where your loved one feels 

known, connected and genuinely cared for—while your 
family gains greater peace of mind. At HarborChase, 
thoughtful attention and meaningful relationships  

help every day feel more like home.

This is HarborChase of Mandarin. Welcome home.

EXPLORE LUXURY SENIOR LIVING IN MANDARIN

EXPERIENCE
HARBORCHASE

Mandarin  |  (904) 584-9817

A passing rain shower 
could have spoiled my 
visit to Smith Rock State 
Park. Instead, it provided 
the finishing touch. As the 
weather cleared, the cliffs 
glowed above the winding 
Crooked River, their colors 
freshened by the rain. For 
a photographer visiting 
Oregon for the first time, it 
was quite a welcome.

Oregon was my 49th state, and Cen-
tral Oregon gave me plenty of reasons 
to wonder why I had waited so long. 
Here were rushing rivers, volcanic 

rock, mountain views and 
towns where an afternoon 
of browsing could be as 
appealing as a morning on 
the trail. For this Florid-
ian, even the horizon was 
a welcome change.

Redmond is the region's 
air gateway, with Bend a 
convenient base for ex-
ploring. Set along the De-

schutes River, Bend combines outdoor 
energy with the pleasures of a walkable 
downtown. Restaurants, galleries and 

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Travel: Central Oregon is worth 
the wait TravelTravel

Debi Lander

Photo by Debi Lander

Clouds break over the cliffs of Smith Rock State Park as the Crooked River winds through the canyon below.Oregon cont. on pg. 8

10/5-10/31
Mon–Fri • 3–7pm
 Sat•10–7 | Sun 2–7

2585 Pacetti Road

All proceeds will go to local 
St. Augustine Ministries.

 

www.living-hope-community-church.com
Sunday Worship is at 11 AM at Ward Creek Elementary 

Pumpkins with a Promise

Check for updates
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*See office for details.  

5960 Beach Blvd., Unit 1, Jacksonville
640 Third Street, Suite 1, Jacksonville

13820 Old Saint Augustine Road, Unit 153, Jacksonville
18 Blanding Blvd., Orange Park

hearinglife.com

904.944.3681

When calling, mention code AIJH-1

Schedule Your FREE Hearing Test* Today!   

Our FREE services include:
● FREE hearing tests* 
● Personal demonstration of 
   the latest technology
● Hearing aid clean and checks

HearingLife proudly serves the Jacksonville 
area with four convenient locations, making it 
simple to access personalized hearing care. 
Let our licensed hearing professionals help you 
reconnect to the sounds that matter most.

Are you looking for a 
hearing care provider? 
LOOK NO FURTHER!

4 CONVENIENT LOCATIONS NEAR YOU

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care  I  Rehab & Therapy  I  Senior Living  I  Adult Day

Living Forward 

904.260.1818  I  rivergarden.org

Physical Therapy That Keeps Seniors Well-Tuned
Whether you or a loved one is recovering from an accident 

or proactively strengthening balance to prevent falls,  
our ensemble of skilled therapists can help. 

Our top-rated program, talented team and state-of-the-art 
gym create a symphony of support that fosters  

recovery and well-being.

Let River Garden help you embrace your encore.  

17th Annual Craft Fair
October 24th , 9am-4pm
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904.823.2238 · www.votesjc.gov

2026 General Election
November 3, 2026

The deadline to request a vote-by-mail ballot
to be mailed is October 22, 2026, by 5 PM. Visit
www.votesjc.gov or call the Elections Office to
request your ballot.

Vote-by-mail ballots must be returned to the
Elections Office by 7 PM on Election Day,
November 3, to be counted. Vote-by-mail
ballots can also be returned to Secure Ballot
Intake Stations available at all early voting
locations during the hours of voting.

Vote-by-Mail

Early Voting
October 21 - October 31, 2026

8 AM to 6 PM 
Daily at all early voting locations

For a map and list of locations, 
visit our website at www.votesjc.gov

Election Day
November 3, 2026

Polls open 7 AM to 7 PM
To vote on Election Day, you must go to your
assigned polling place between the hours of 7
AM and 7 PM on Tuesday, November 3, 2026.

Some precincts have changed since the 2024
elections. Verify your Election Day polling place
at www.votesjc.gov before heading out to vote!

Know Before You Go
Visit www.votesjc.gov to get ELECTION READY:

View your sample ballot online
Find your polling place
Make your voting plan

coffee shops make it easy to fill the 
hours between excursions. You can 
plan an ambitious day of hiking and 
paddling, or keep things simple with a 
riverside stroll and a good meal.

South of Bend, the High Desert Mu-
seum helps explain the country you are 
traveling through. Its mix of indoor 
exhibits and outdoor habitats connects 
the landscape with the history, the 
people, the art and wildlife that call it 
home. I saw birds of prey, otters and 
other native animals, while the exhibits 
explored the challenges of living in the 
high desert. It is a worthwhile early 
stop: the scenery means more when you 
begin to understand it.

At Benham Falls, the Deschutes trades 
its gentler stretches for a noisy rush 
through a rocky channel. Think tum-
bling rapids rather than a single curtain 
of falling water. White foam surges 
against dark rock, and a ponderosa pine 
trail along the river offers places to stop 
and take it all in. For photographers, 
the movement of the water and the con-
trast of light and dark provide plenty to 
work with. For everyone else, the river 
supplies its own entertainment.

Smith Rock, north of Bend, delivers 
drama on a much larger scale. Rock 
walls and spires tower over the Crooked 
River, drawing climbers from around 
the world. Views from above the canyon 
are rewarding, while trails offer closer 
encounters with the river and cliffs — 
some more demanding than others.

The town of Sisters offers a gentler af-
ternoon. Western-style storefronts give 
main street a distinctive cowboy look, 
with mountain scenery beyond. Shops, 
galleries and its celebrated annual out-
door quilt show reflect a strong creative 
streak. It is a place to browse without a 
schedule and stop for lunch.

Lodging can be part of the experience, 
too. Sunriver Resort offers upscale ac-
commodations and recreation, Five-
Pine Lodge & Cabins in Sisters pairs a 
wooded setting with a spa, and Brasada 
Ranch adds horseback rides through the 
high desert.

What stayed with me was the variety: 
otters at the museum, white water at 
Benham Falls, the easy pace of Sisters 
and those cliffs emerging from the rain. 
Oregon may have been number 49 on my 
list, but Central Oregon deserves far more 
than a check mark. I can't wait to return.

Debi Lander is an award-winning travel 
writer and photographer who blends her 
passion for history, culture, food, and 
personal discovery into captivating stories. 
Through her website Bylandersea.com 
and her long-running travel column for 
Florida Newsline, she explores destinations 
from small U.S. towns to iconic global 
landmarks. She hopes her storytelling and 
practical insights inspire readers to experi-
ence the world with curiosity, apprecia-
tion, and a sense of adventure. Debi can 
be reached by email to mail@floridanews-
line.com. 

Photo by Debi Lander

Western-style storefronts line Main Street in Sisters, Oregon. 

gridlock limits large policy swings and 
creates a more predictable environment 
for businesses and investors. A unified 
government can lead to more substan-
tial policy changes, which may create 
both opportunities and uncertainty. 
Either way, the election could play a 
role in shaping economic policy and 
growth expectations for the remainder 
of the presidential term.

That said, markets generally react more 
to factors like inflation, interest rates, 
corporate earnings and global events 
than to election results alone. Politics 
matter, but it's rarely the primary driver 
of long-term investment outcomes.

Volatility is part of the process

Midterm election years often bring a 
little more market volatility than non-
election years, and this cycle may be no 
different. The good news is that markets 
have historically performed well in the 
year following an election as uncertainty 
fades and investors gain a clearer sense 
of the path ahead.

Staying anchored

No one knows exactly how the mid-
terms will unfold or how markets will 
respond in the weeks and months that 
follow. What we do know is that un-
certainty is a normal part of investing. 
That's why periods like these can be a 
good reminder to step back and look 
at the bigger picture. If your invest-
ment strategy is aligned with your goals 
and built with flexibility in mind, it 
may not need to change every time the 
political landscape does.

Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC 
® is a Private Wealth Advisor and man-
aging director with Upper Deck Wealth 
Management a private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise Financial Ser-
vices, LLC.in Ponte Vedra Beach, FL. He 
specializes in fee-based financial planning 
and asset management strategies and has 
been in practice for 33 years . To contact 
him, visit www.ameripriseadvisors.com/
team/upper-deck-wealth-management, 
818 A1A N, Suite 301. 

Ponte Vedra Beach FL, (904) 380-2322.

Chris Thompson cont. from pg. 5


