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This October, First 
Coast NewsLine is 
proud to spotlight 
the strength and 
resilience of breast 
cancer warriors and 
survivors and to 
honor the memory 
of those we've lost.

We invite you to share your story or 
the story of a loved one. Your journey 
can inspire, uplift and remind others 
that they are not alone.

Email us at editor@floridanewsline.
com by Monday, Sept. 14, for a 
chance to be featured.

The CreekLine seeks 
local stories in honor 
of Breast Cancer 
Awareness Month

ADOPTING ADVENTURES

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman  
editor@floridanewsline.com

Every classroom at Durbin Creek 
Elementary School adopted a marine 
animal this year as part of a new part-
nership between the school's Parent 
Teacher Organization and the Florida 
Aquarium, believed to be the first pro-

gram of its kind at a Florida school.

The "Adopt an Animal" program brings 
hands-on conservation education 
into every classroom at Durbin Creek 
Elementary, St. Johns County's largest 
VPK through fifth grade school. The 
program also serves as a fundraiser for 
the school amid public school budget 

cuts. The partnership was organized by 
Chantelle Gauthier, the PTO's co-pres-
ident and Partners in Learning coordi-
nator, working with Jamie Whitehurst 
of the Florida Aquarium and Principal 
Ashley McCormick.

Aquarium cont. on pg. 6

Photo courtesy of Chantelle Gauthier

Students visit an interactive exhibit at he Florida Aquarium.

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman 
editor@floridanewsline.com

Residents needing a marriage license, 
passport or copy of a recorded deed 
now have a dedicated stop at the St. 
Johns County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court and County Comptroller's Of-
fice, after the agency opened a new 
Public Service Center Monday, Aug. 3.

The center, at 4040 Lewis Speedway in 
St. Augustine, sits across the parking lot 
from the Richard O. Watson Judicial 
Center and was built to shorten wait 

Clerk's office opens new service center

Service center cont. on pg. 3

Durbin Creek Elementary partners with 
Florida Aquarium 'Adopt an Animal' program
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First Coast NewsLine is honoring 
Veterans Day (Nov. 11), and we 
want to highlight the service, sacri-
fice and stories of our military veter-
ans right here in our community.

We're looking for:

1. Local veteran trailblazers — busi-
ness owners, community leaders, 
or anyone making a difference after 
their service.

2. Multigenerational military 
families keeping traditions of service 
alive.

3. Stories from veterans who made 
St. Johns County home after their 
service.

4. Veterans involved in local organi-
zations, volunteer work or mentor-
ing.

5. Young veterans and their families 
sharing what service means to them.

Know a veteran we should spotlight? 
Want to share your own story?

Email us at editor@floridanewsline.
com by Monday, Sept. 14 for a 
chance to be featured.

The CreekLine seeks 
local stories to honor 
veterans

Photo courtesy of St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and County Comptroller's Office

From left, Clerk Brandon Patty, Deputy Clerk Randy Beck, Recording Supervisor Kimberly Jarrell, Minutes & Records 
Director Matt Shuler, Deputy Clerk Adam Ehrenberg, Recording Director Kati Smith, Deputy Clerk Connie Logan, Deputy 

Clerk Zhane Brown and Master Clerk Rita Rios cut the ribbon on the new Public Service Center Monday, Aug. 3, 2026.
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Advancing health care 
in a region on the rise.

UF Health is bringing a world-class health care experience to Durbin Park. Our 
new 42.5-acre campus features a state-of-the-art hospital, six operating rooms 
and the medical specialties your family needs, delivered with the exceptional, 
compassionate care that is a UF Health hallmark. And should your medical 
issue require highly specialized care, you’ll have access to the internationally 
renowned expertise of UF Health, one of the Southeast’s most comprehensive 
academic health centers.

Visit UFHealth.org/DurbinPark to learn more.

OPENING EARLY FALL 2026

Scan to learn more about 
construction progress.
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Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.
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times and simplify access to the Clerk's 
most frequently requested services, ac-
cording to the office.

"One of my guiding principles is mak-
ing it easier for residents and our stake-
holders to access our services, whether 
online or in person," said Brandon J. 
Patty, Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
County Comptroller. Patty said the new 
center adds customer service windows 
and closer parking, and is meant to 
help residents complete business more 
quickly, whether they're applying for 
a passport, recording documents or 
obtaining a marriage license.

Several services have relocated to the 
new center, including recording of 

deeds, Notices of Commencement and 
plat and PUD maps; marriage licenses 
and wedding ceremonies; passport ap-
plication acceptance; Value Adjustment 
Board applications; and public records 
searches.

Court operations remain at the Richard 
O. Watson Judicial Center, 4010 Lewis 
Speedway. That includes jury duty, child 
support payment assistance, restraining 
order petitions and traffic ticket pay-
ments.

The Public Service Center is open Mon-
day through Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. 
Residents can make an appointment or 
find more information at stjohnsclerk.
com, or reach Customer Care Clerks at 
(904) 819-3600 or clerk@stjohnsclerk.
com during the same hours.

Service center cont. from pg. 1

Photo courtesy of St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and County Comptroller's Office

The first couple married at the new Public Service Center exchanged vows Monday, Aug. 3, 2026, the day the center 
opened. 

FFBBFF Meet Tater!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed:
Labrador mix

Favorite Activity: 
Water! Weather it be the Atlantic Beach water 
park, the ocean or a pool she’s her happiest 

with a toy or anything to fetch. 
Favorite Food: 

Carrots 
Favorite Friends: 

Stan and Buehler (her Great Dane besties)
How did your BFF get their name: 

She is a Tater Tot, Tater Salad, Tater Bean 

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.
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To submit items for the Community Calen-

dar, email editor@floridanewsline.com.

September 1
Northwest SJC United for 
Progress meeting 
The Northwest SJC United for Progress 
Club will host Eddie Creamer, St. Johns 
County property appraiser; Cathy 
Weber, St. Johns County School District 
chief financial officer; and Dr. Brennan 
Asplen, St. Johns County superinten-
dent of schools, for a discussion on the 
ramifications of the Homestead Plan to 
eliminate real estate taxes for home-
stead properties in Florida, an amend-
ment that will be on the Nov. 3 ballot. 
Social hour begins at 6:30 p.m., with the 
meeting starting at 7 p.m. Tuesday, Sept. 
1. Email nwsjcp@gmail.com for more 
information.

September 1 
Honeybee Quilters Guild 
meeting 
The Honeybee Quilters Guild meets 

Tuesday, Sept. 1, at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin 

Church of Christ, 12791 Old St. Augustine 

Road. Doors open at 6 p.m., to the right of 

the playground in the back. The program 

will introduce the 2027 Block Exchange. 

New members and guests are welcome. 

Visit honeybeequilters.org for more infor-

mation.

September 8
Bartram Trail Newcomers  
Club luncheon
The Bartram Trail Newcomers Club 
kicks off its new year with a luncheon 

Tuesday, Sept. 8, at 11 a.m. at St. Johns 

Golf and Country Club. Visit btnc.

wildapricot.org for details.

September 12
Bartram Trail Genealogy 
Club
The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club 

meets Saturday, Sept. 12, from 2 to 

4 p.m. at the Bartram Trail Public 

Library. Member Bill Sherman will 

explore the Genealogy Proof Standard 

(GPS) and how to use it.

September 17
William Bartram Scenic & 
Historic Highway monthly 
meeting
The William Bartram Scenic & Historic 

Highway monthly meeting is Wednes-

day, Sept. 17, at 6:30 p.m. at Westminster 

Woods on Julington Creek, 25 State 

Road 13, Conference Room LB.

September 19-20
St. Johns County Master 
Gardener Fall Plant Sale
The St. Johns County Master Gardener 

Fall Plant Sale is Saturday and Sunday, 

Sept. 19 and Sept. 20, from 9 a.m. to 2 

p.m. at the St. Johns County Extension 

Office, 3125 Agricultural Center Dr., St. 

Augustine. The sale features landscape 

plants, houseplants and vegetable 

seedlings. Tours of the demonstration 

gardens are also offered. Visit sfyl.ifas.

ufl.edu/stjohns.

September 21
All Star Quilters'  
Guild meeting
The All Star Quilters' Guild meets Mon-

day, Sept. 21, at The Springs Church, 900 

Park Ave., Orange Park, with socializing 

at 9:30 a.m. ahead of the 10 a.m. meet-

ing. The program will be a discussion 

about sewing rooms with photos, and 

Sew and Tell is always a feature. Guests 

are welcome. Visit allstarquilters.org 

for more information. This location is 

temporary pending a more permanent 

location back in Mandarin.

October Events
October 13
Bartram Trail Newcomers  
Club birthday luncheon
The Bartram Trail Newcomers Club will 

celebrate all members' birthdays at its 

monthly luncheon Tuesday, Oct. 13, at 11 

a.m. at St. Johns Golf and Country Club. 

For more information, email BTNC@

wildapricot.org.

 
ONGOING ACTIVITIES
Wednesdays
Playing HOOKie
This charity focused knitting and 

crochet group meets Wednesdays 

from 10 a.m. to noon at Maple Street 

Biscuit Company, 1627 Race Track Road, 

St. Johns. Email playinghookiecares@

gmail.com.

Wednesdays
Widow to Widow Support 
Group
The support group meets Wednesdays 

from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. at the COA 

River House, 179 Marine St., St. Augus-

tine. Call 904 209 3655.

Thursdays
Open Game Play
Join the Council on Aging River House, 179 

Marine St., St. Augustine, for open game 

play Thursdays from 12:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. 

Bring your own cards or board games. 

Email tharris@coasjc.org.

Mondays, Wednesdays  
and Fridays
Trout Creek Senior Center 
Activities
Trout Creek Senior Center, 6795 Collier 

Road, Orangedale, offers senior activi-

ties starting at 9 a.m. with cards, crafts 

and games, followed by trivia, bunco 

or bingo before lunch at 11:30 a.m. Call 

Jessica Curry at 904 209 3658.

Wednesdays
Al Anon and Alateen  
Meetings
Free confidential support groups for 

family and friends of those affected by 

someone else drinking meet Wednes-

days from 7:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. at 

Swiss Cove Christian Church, 1965 State 

Road 13, St. Johns. Meetings are held 

on the second floor with an elevator 

available.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. Johns
Community CalendarSeptemberSeptember

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Oticon INTENT™ helps your 
brain decipher intricate details of 
relevant sounds for better speech 
understanding with less effort 
and the ability to remember more.
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Visit us online
FloridaNewsLine.com

Q: When is the next scheduled elec-
tion?

A: The 2026 General Election is Tues-
day, Nov. 3, 2026.

Q: Are there any registration dead-
lines ahead of the election?

A: Yes, the deadline to register to vote 
for the General Election is Oct. 5, 
2026. Voters can visit www.votesjc.gov 
to register online.

Q: Is there anything voters should be 
doing to prepare now for the 2026 
General Election?

A: It is never too early to get election 
ready. I recommend visiting www.

Q&A with St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections Vicky OakesQ A& votesjc.gov and using the Check My 

Status tool to make sure your informa-
tion is up to date.

Q: If I voted by mail in 2024, will I 
automatically get a vote-by-mail bal-
lot this year?

A: No. Vote-by-mail requests expire at 
the end of each year. If you have not 
made a vote-by-mail request, you will 
not be mailed a ballot.

To request a vote-by-mail ballot for 
the 2026 General Election, visit www.
votesjc.gov or call the Elections Office 
at 904-823-2238. The deadline to re-
quest a vote-by-mail ballot to be mailed 
for the 2026 General Election is Oct. 
22, 2026, at 5 p.m.

Q: When is early voting scheduled for 
the 2026 General Election?

A: Early voting will begin Monday, Oct. 
21, and continue through Saturday, 

Oct. 31, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily. 
Locations will be announced closer to 
the election.

Q: Do I have to be registered in a 
certain party to vote in the General 
Election?

A: No, your party affiliation does not 
affect your ability to vote in the General 
Election. All eligible voters in a precinct 
receive the same general election bal-
lot, which includes candidates from all 
qualified parties.

Q: How can voters contact the Elec-
tions Office?

A: The St. Johns County Supervisor 
of Elections Office is open Monday 
through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 
p.m. Residents can visit or call the of-
fice with any questions during business 
hours at 904-823-2238. Services are 
available around the clock on our web-
site at www.votesjc.gov.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care  I  Rehab & Therapy  I  Senior Living  I  Adult Day

Living Forward 

Learn how our programs can support your family.
904.260.1818  |  rivergarden.org

Providing Care in Concert with Seniors’ Needs
Today’s older adults have spent years gaining wisdom and 

experience. Now, they are living forward, focused on adding new 
rhythms to the rich composition of their lives. 

River Garden supports every note. We continually evolve to meet 
seniors where they are, encouraging independence for as long 
as possible with reassurance that our skilled team will be here 

when they need well-orchestrated support.

Vicky Oakes

By Eddie Creamer

At this year's general election on Nov. 
3, proposed 2026 Florida Property Tax 
Amendment 3 (CS/HRJ 1-F) will be 
on the ballot. If approved by voters, the 
constitutional amendment proposed by 
the Florida Legislature will make chang-
es to Florida's property tax system.

Here's a factual overview of the pro-
posed amendment for informational 
purposes only. My office and I do not 
support or oppose any constitutional 
amendment or ballot measures.

For homesteaded properties, which 
are primary residences of Florida 
homeowners, the below changes are 
proposed. Currently, this year's home-
stead exemption total is $51,411, with 
$25,000 exempt from all taxes and 
$26,411 exempt from all taxes except 
school taxes.

Beginning Jan. 1, 2027, homestead 
exemption will increase to $150,000, 
with $25,000 exempt from all taxes and 
the remaining $125,000 exempt from 
all taxes except school taxes.

Beginning the following year on Jan. 
1, 2028, homestead exemption will 
increase to $250,000, with $25,000 
exempt from all taxes and the remaining 
$225,000 exempt from all taxes except 
school taxes.

The Florida Legislature will develop a 

schedule to address future increases after 
2028.

For non-homesteaded properties, 
Amendment 3 will decrease the as-
sessment limitation cap, the amount a 
property's assessed value can increase 
each year, from 10% to 5%. For 
homesteaded properties, the assessment 
limitation cap will remain unchanged at 
no more than 3% per year.

Additionally, the proposed amend-
ment includes a new Florida residency 
requirement. New residents after Jan. 1, 
2027, will be eligible for the pre-exist-
ing homestead exemption of $50,000, 
adjusted annually for inflation. New 
residents will then become eligible for 
the full homestead benefit beginning 

Jan. 1 after the fifth year of maintaining 
the exemption.

Existing tax-saving programs such as 
Save Our Homes/portability and other 
personal exemptions (veterans, seniors, 
first responders, widows/widowers, etc.) 
will remain unchanged.

The proposed amendment requires ap-
proval by at least 60% of Florida voters. 
If approved, the amendment will take 

effect on Jan. 1, 2027, and the changes 
will be reflected on the 2027 TRIM 
notices and tax bills.

For more information, visit www.sjcpa.
gov/amendment3. I'm available to an-
swer questions or provide information 
at Eddie@sjcpa.gov or 904-827-5500.

Eddie Creamer is the St. Johns County 
property appraiser.

Proposed 2026 Florida Property Tax Amendment 3 

Eddie Creamer

“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial
Cremation Society

(904) 797-4990www.CraigFuneralHome.com 
(904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory
 Memorial Park
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Gauthier said the idea grew out of a 
summer spent developing a new enrich-
ment program for the school, begin-
ning with outreach to Whitehurst and 
continuing through several video meet-
ings. Just before the school year began, 
Gauthier and her two sons visited The 
Florida Aquarium in person to meet 
Whitehurst while returning from a fam-
ily trip to South Florida.

Under the program, each classroom 
raised funds to adopt its own marine 
animal for a year-long enrichment pro-
gram. The identity of each classroom's 
animal was kept secret from students 
until an official reveal on Adoption 
Day.

The program kicked off Monday, 
Aug. 24, with a special message from 
aquarium animal caretakers during 
the school's morning news broadcast. 

Sponsorship opportunities for each 
classroom's animal went live that day 
through the Cheddar Up platform, 
with families given two weeks to spon-
sor their classroom's animal. Families 
also received exclusive animal videos 
through ParentSquare, while keeping 
their classroom's animal a secret from 
students.

Classrooms officially learned which 
animal they adopted on Adoption Day, 

Tuesday, Sept. 8. Students viewed a 
video revealing their class's animal and 
received a plush "class stuffy" version of 
the animal, along with a fact sheet and 
an adoption certificate.

Throughout the school year, classrooms 
will receive quarterly video updates 
from Florida Aquarium caretakers, with 
content tailored to each grade level's 
curriculum.

Aquarium cont. from pg. 1

By NewsLine Staff

The St. Johns County Sheriff's Office 
arrested two teenagers on felony charges 
after a FortifyFL tip led to a joint inves-
tigation with the Bureau of Alcohol, To-
bacco, Firearms and Explosives, recover-
ing homemade firearms and explosive 
devices, according to a recent release.

On April 27, SJSO and the school 
district received a FortifyFL tip that two 
juveniles were using the Telegram app 
to discuss homemade weapons and con-
spire to commit an armed robbery, the 
release said. FortifyFL is a platform for 
reporting suspicious activity and poten-
tial threats involving juveniles, created 
and funded by the 2018 Florida Legis-
lature as part of the Marjory Stoneman 
Douglas High School Safety Act.

SJSO and the school district's safety 
team identified the suspects as Swit-
zerland Point Middle School students 
Julian Davis, 14, and Charles Williams, 
13, and searched both students' homes, 
according to the release.

Between April 27 and 30, SJSO's Major 
Crimes and Bomb Squad units, EOD 

K9 units, and ATF agents searched 
Davis's residence on Tivoli Drive in St. 
Johns multiple times, recovering three 
homemade firearms, ammunition, sus-
pected explosive components, makeshift 
handcuffs, handwritten notes on build-
ing firearms and chemical reactions, 
diagrams, manifesto-style books and a 
tactical vest bearing white supremacist 
drawings, the release said.

The ATF Forensic Science Laboratory 
tested the explosive components and 
found they contained homemade black 
powder, a mixture of erythritol tetra-
nitrate, aluminum, sulfur and char-
coal, and urea nitrate, produced using 
household products purchased online, 
according to the release.

Detectives also found an extensive 
search history on Davis's devices show-
ing he had researched how to manufac-
ture homemade firearms and explosives 
and had studied high-profile criminal 
incidents, the release said.

Detectives believe the two conspired 
to commit an armed robbery, based on 
the conversations between Davis and 

Williams and the evidence recovered, 
and that the investigation intercepted 
a larger violent incident in St. Johns 
County, according to the release.

Davis was charged with conspiracy 
to commit robbery with a firearm; 
two counts of making or possessing a 
destructive device firearm; three counts 
of making or possessing a destructive 
device explosive; discharging a destruc-
tive device; and furnishing a firearm to 
a minor. He remains in the St. Johns 
County Jail. Williams was charged with 
conspiracy to commit robbery with a 
firearm.

Although both students attended school 
in St. Johns County, officials said all 
actions occurred off campus and no 
threats were made toward local schools. 
Neither student may return to any 
school, according to the release.

"Collaboratively they each have played a 

role in keeping our schools and com-
munities safe," said St. Johns County 
School District Deputy Superintendent 
Paul Abatinozzi. "This situation high-
lights the value of the FortifyFL app as a 
tool for students, families and our com-
munity to report potential threats."

The investigation remains active, the 
release said.

"The magnitude of information at the 
fingertips of our youth is a concern," 
Sheriff Robert A. Hardwick said. 
"Knowing what your children are con-
suming online and the activities they 
engage in should be a priority for par-
ents. This incident is a perfect example 
of: if you see something, say something. 
Through our in-depth investigation in 
partnership with ATF and the State 
Attorney's Office, we are thankful to 
have prevented a tragedy in St. Johns 
County."

FortifyFL tip leads to arrest of two St. Johns County 
teens; explosives, homemade guns seized

Photo courtesy of the St. Johns County Sheriff 's Office

Items recovered by the St. Johns County Sheriff 's Office during the investigation, including a homemade firearm, am-
munition and brass knuckles. 

OCTOBER 10
NOVEMBER 14

MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14SATURDAY,  SEPTEMBER 12
DOORS OPEN AT 12:00PM
GAMES START AT 1:00PM

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM
GAMES START AT 7:00PM

For More Information call Vinny Terlizzi at 904-742-8777

Next Games

ST. JOSEPH'S BINGO!
Daytime Bingo!  Nighttime Bingo! 

Valid in-store at the participating stores 
listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird 

Food, Camera Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards, 
DSC Memberships, or Sale Items.
Cannot be combined with other 

coupons/discounts. 
O�er expires 9/30/25. 

Photo courtesy of the St. Johns County Sheriff 's Office

A notebook containing handwritten diagrams was among the items recovered during the investigation.
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Ranked #1 in Client 
Satisfaction among 
Advised Investors
Let’s work together to build a life you love.

edwardjones.com/findyourrich
Member SIPC

Contact me today.

JD Power 2026 U.S. Full Service Investor Satisfaction Study among Wealth Management Firms for Advised Investor 
Satisfaction, published March 2026, data as of January 2026. Compensation provided for using, not obtaining, the ranking. 
For JD Power 2026 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. © 2026 Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P.  All rights reserved.

Heather L Wright
Financial Advisor
605 Sr 13n Ste 101
Fruit Cove, FL 32259
904-230-3385

Chris Thompson

 

904.380.2290 Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

chris.thompson@ampf.com

ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson

St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve

your goals

CFP®,CMFA ®, CRPC®

 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 

CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

NotFDICorNCUAInsured | NoFinancialInstitutionGuarantee | MayLoseValue

                                           

Todd Perkins

Private Wealth Advisor

Financial Advisor

By Chris Thompson

Sending a child to college marks an 
important milestone for families. It's often 
the first time students manage money in-
dependently while balancing classes, new 
responsibilities and newfound freedom. 
This transition creates a valuable oppor-
tunity for parents to teach their children 
how to build strong financial habits.

While it's easy to focus on major expenses 
like tuition and housing, the everyday 
financial behaviors students develop dur-
ing this time can shape their future long 
after graduation. College presents an ideal 
environment to introduce foundational fi-
nancial skills where the stakes are manage-
able, but the lessons are meaningful.

Understanding cash flow matters 
more than ever

For many students, college marks the first 
time money is not simply there when 
they need it. Whether funds come from 
a checking account, part-time work or 
family support, learning how to track 
income and expenses is essential. Teach-

ing students the difference between fixed 
costs, like rent or meal plans, and flexible 
spending, like entertainment or dining 
out, can help them avoid running short 
before the semester ends.

Credit is powerful

Credit cards are often heavily marketed 
to young adults, but few understand how 

credit really works. College-bound stu-
dents should recognize that credit is not 
additional income; interest can accumu-
late quickly, and payment history plays a 
critical role. Developing habits like paying 
balances on time and regularly reviewing 
statements can help build strong credit 
rather than costly missteps.

Saving is not just for later. It sup-
ports flexibility

Emergency expenses, unexpected travel 
home or gaps between part-time income 
can derail finances quickly without a 
cushion. Understanding the value of sav-
ing, even in small amounts, helps students 
experience firsthand how preparation 
creates options and reduces stress.

Financial decisions reflect values

College is often when young adults begin 
defining what matters most to them. 
Encouraging students to think about how 
they spend money, and why, can help 
align spending with personal priorities. 
Learning to make intentional choices, 
whether it means minimizing debt or pri-

oritizing experiences, fosters independence 
and accountability.

The goal is not perfection, but to equip 
students with practical tools and a healthy 
relationship with money as they enter 
adulthood. For parents, this means main-
taining open conversations and providing 
ongoing guidance. For families navigat-
ing this transition, a financial advisor can 
provide clarity and help balance education 
goals with future financial independence.

Chris Thompson, CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ® 
is a Private Wealth Advisor and managing 
director with Upper Deck Wealth Manage-
ment a private wealth advisory practice of 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC.in Ponte 
Vedra Beach, FL. He specializes in fee-based 
financial planning and asset management 
strategies and has been in practice for 33 
years . To contact him, visit www.ameri-
priseadvisors.com/team/upper-deck-wealth-
management, 818 A1A N, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach FL, (904) 380-2322.

Finance 101: The lessons every college-bound kid should learn now 

Christopher Thompson

NewsLine staff

The Office of State Attorney R.J. Larizza, 
who leads Florida's 7th Judicial Circuit 
covering Volusia, Flagler, St. Johns and 
Putnam counties, is launching a new 
podcast, according to Haley Harrison, 
the office's public information officer and 
community engagement specialist.

Larizza said the whole office will take part 
in the podcast, along with guests brought 
in from partner organizations such as local 
school districts involved in the office's 
youth education initiatives.

"The whole office will be involved," 
Larizza told the Daytona Beach News-
Journal. "We're going to bring folks in to 
chat from school districts, from the initia-
tives we're doing. We want to educate the 
public and help prevent some crimes, let 
folks know there are consequences for the 
things you do. And then get people in the 
community to tell us how they feel about 
how we're doing."

"I'm really excited," Larizza said. "I think 
it's going to be a great success, and we're 
about to kick it off."

Larizza's office to launch 
new podcast

State Attorney R.J. Larizza speaks near a podcast recording setup at his office. Submitted

Monthly         ST  JOHNS.
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Your Carefree Oasis of Luxury
Did you know that Starling operates four luxury senior

living communities in the Jacksonville area? Our

communities offer maintenance-free living with exquisite

amenities, including gourmet dining, a state-of-the-art

fitness center, and a serene heated pool. With meals and

transportation included in your rent, you can focus on

living your best life while we handle the rest. Call us today

to learn more and set up your personalized 1-on-1 tour!

(904) 395-5046

ALF# 13109

(904) 801-5270

ALF# 12734

(904) 337-6350

ALF# 12887

(904) 395-5724

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary 
by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State 
Farm Indemnity Company State Farm Fire and Casualty 
Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, 
Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas, 
State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

October 2nd and 3rd

By NewsLine Staff

St. Johns County launched a new 
monthly video series exploring the 
history, culture and conservation ef-
forts that have shaped the county, with 
its premiere episode focused on Fort 
Matanzas National Monument, accord-
ing to the St. Johns County Parks and 
Recreation newsletter.

The SJC Stewardship Series comes from 
the St. Johns County Office of Public 
Affairs and features Megan Wright, the 

county's environmental specialist, as 
host. The series supports two priorities 
in the St. Johns County Strategic Plan: 
Community Trust and Enhance Con-
servation, according to the newsletter.

In the first episode, Wright explores 
Fort Matanzas and its role in protect-
ing St. Augustine, along with ongoing 
preservation efforts at the site. Built 
by the Spanish in 1742, the fort was 
positioned along the Matanzas River 
to guard the southern approach to the 

city. It was constructed on a foundation 
of pine timbers and oyster shells, and 
includes an elevated gun deck, soldiers' 
quarters, a powder magazine and an 
observation deck overlooking the sur-
rounding waterways.

Fort Matanzas is recognized as the 
oldest recorded structure in St. Johns 
County outside the city of St. Augustine 
and was designated a National Monu-
ment in 1924. Preservation work over 
the past century, including structural 

stabilization and improved visitor access 
through ferry service and docking facili-
ties, has helped protect the site while 
keeping it open to the public.

New episodes of the SJC Stewardship 
Series will be released monthly, each 
spotlighting a different historic or cul-
turally significant location in St. Johns 
County. Episodes are available on the 
county's social media channels, its Gov-
TV channel and the SJC Stewardship 
web page at sjcfl.us/sjc-stewardship.

St. Johns County launches new stewardship video series

By Phil Tensley

As the fall season of youth sports ap-
proaches, the Brown Family YMCA, 
YMCA at Flagler Health+ Village, 
St. Augustine YMCA and YMCA at 
Nocatee are gearing up for another busy 
stretch of practices, games and new fac-
es on the roster. From returning athletes 
to first-timers, First Coast YMCA youth 
sports programs are a place for kids to 
develop their skills, learn teamwork and 
build confidence.

For many kids, the fall season becomes 
a period of real growth, one that shapes 
how they communicate, handle setbacks 
and build connections with their team-
mates. The First Coast YMCA prioritiz-
es creating a space that is welcoming to 
all, so regardless of membership status, 
children from across the First Coast are 
welcome to join in on the fun.

Volleyball is taking the court

For kids craving to bump, set and spike, 
the First Coast YMCA offers an eight-
week volleyball league. The session runs 
September to October for kids ages 
7 to 17. Players have two practices a 
week and will play in friendly compe-
tition against teams from other First 
Coast YMCA branches. No tryouts are 
required, as kids of all skill levels are 
welcome to join a team, learn the basics 
of the game and improve their skills. 
Whether they're serving for the first 
time or coming back for another season, 
there's a spot on the roster for every kid.

Where basketball begins

For kids wanting to kickstart their bas-
ketball career, Skills and Drills is a fun-
damentals program that functions as a 

starting point for kids new to the game. 
Hosted at the YMCA at Nocatee, play-
ers will join a four-week session, practic-
ing twice a week for one hour. Children 
are separated by age group, creating a 
welcoming environment and allowing 
them to make friends in a no-pressure 
zone. The Skills and Drills program is 
a great way for kids to gain exposure to 
the sport and build a strong foundation 
before stepping into a league.

Basketball Academy's 10th  
anniversary

Basketball Academy is celebrating its 
10th anniversary this month, marking 
a decade of giving young athletes the 
opportunity to compete at a higher 
level and grow through the game of 
basketball. Kids in this program play in 
a more competitive environment against 
other club teams in the region, and it 
is meant for those who want their skills 
challenged. The program has grown 
year after year, and it's not stopping any 
time soon.

This year marks the 18th birthday of 
players from the pilot year who have 
grown up in the program, and three 
have officially committed to playing in 
college: one each at Jacksonville Uni-
versity, Florida Atlantic University and 

Florida Gulf Coast University. The First 
Coast YMCA is proud to have been 
part of these kids' journeys and looks 
forward to seeing the next generation of 
children continue to grow and thrive.

The game starts now

Whether children are interested in 
exploring different ways to stay healthy 
or have big goals for their athletic 
career, the First Coast YMCA will be 
there every step of the way. Parents can 
find member and non-member rates, 
registration information and financial 
assistance eligibility at fcymca.org. For 
questions about youth sports in St. 
Johns County, contact Phil Tensley, As-
sociate Executive Director of Sports, at 
PTensley@fcymca.org.

Phil Tensley is the Associate Executive 
Director of Sports for First Coast YMCA.

Fall sports are kicking off at First Coast YMCA

Photo courtesy of First Coast YMCA

Young athletes compete during a First Coast YMCA youth 
basketball game. 
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September has ar-
rived, and according 
to the calendar, fall is 
here. Tell that to your 
garden.

Here in Northeast 
Florida, September is 
more of a transition 
than a true change of 
seasons. While gar-
deners farther north 
may be enjoying crisp 
mornings and the first 
hints of autumn color, 
our gardens are still dealing with heat, 
humidity and plenty of sunshine. But as 
the days slowly become a little shorter 
and nighttime temperatures begin to 
moderate, our plants know that some-
thing is changing.

September can actually be one of the 
most rewarding months to take a fresh 
look at your landscape.

Many of our perennial plants that 
struggled through the hottest part of 
summer may begin to perk up as the 
extreme heat eases. Some will produce 
fresh growth, while others may reward 
us with another flush of flowers. Pentas, 
salvia, plumbago and firespike can 
continue providing color well into fall, 
while ornamental grasses such as muhly 
grass are preparing for their spectacular 
seasonal display.

This is also a good time to look criti-
cally at your perennial beds. Are plants 
becoming overcrowded? Has some-
thing outgrown its space? Is a perennial 

receiving too much — or 
too little — sun? Sep-
tember is a good month 
to begin planning where 
plants might be divided or 
relocated as temperatures 
become more comfortable. 
Sometimes the best thing 
we can do for a garden 
isn't to add another plant, 
but to give the plants we 
already have a little more 
room to thrive.

And don't be too quick to 
remove plants simply because they look 
tired after summer. Some perennials 
need a little time to recover from our 
brutal July and August weather. A plant 
that looks less than impressive now may 
surprise you once the worst of the heat 
has passed.

September is also the beginning of our 
fall planting season. The warm soil gives 
newly planted trees, shrubs and peren-
nials an opportunity to establish their 
roots before next summer's heat arrives. 
For Florida gardeners, this is one of the 
advantages of having a gardening calen-
dar that doesn't quite follow the rest of 
the country.

So while September may announce 
the arrival of fall, don't be too quick 
to put away your gardening gloves. In 
Northeast Florida, fall doesn't mean 
the garden is going to sleep. It simply 
means the garden is changing gears — 
and there is still plenty to enjoy.

Out into the garden we go, to lose our 
minds and find our souls.

Connie Doyle writes The Good Earth, 
a gardening column inspired by a life-
long passion for plants, nature, and the 
peaceful rhythm of the garden. With more 
time in retirement, she has been inspired 
to take that passion to the next level — 
learning, growing, and sharing with 
others in our community by way of earn-
ing her Master Gardener Certification. 
Connie can be reached by email to mail@
floridanewsline.com.

GardeningGardening
By Connie Doyle, Master Gardener UF/IFAS

The Good Earth: Fall has arrived, 
but don't tell your garden

Connie Doyle, Master Gardener UF | IFAS

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

Photo courtesy Connie Doyle
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Autos/Misc
Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. 
Fast — FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible . 
C a l l  8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8
Miscellaneous
TOP DOLLAR PAID for old 
vintage guitars! Gibson, 
Fender, Martin, Grecsch, 
Rickenbacker,  Epiph-
one, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. 
C a l l  8 6 6 - 4 3 3 - 8 2 7 7
R e a c h  m i l l i o n s  o f 
h o m e s  n a t i o n w i d e 
with one easy, afford-
able buy in  the ADS 
Network! For more in-
formation www.com-
munitypublishers.com/
category/all-products
Peace of mind & early 
detection — Now more 
than ever, i t ’s impor-
tant to get screened for 
Stroke & Cardiovascular 
Disease risk . Life Line 
Screening is simple & 
painless. 833-970-4172
Need cash quickly? We 
buy houses in any con-
dition. Get a fair cash 
offer within 24 hours! 
C a l l  today.  L i z  Buy s 
Houses: 833-359-4707
End your tax worries 
today. Let us make your 

tax problem our priority. 
Scared, stuck with high 
tax amounts? Our A+ tax 
professionals can help. 
Free consultation. Prior-
i t y Tax 855-959-2267
Consumer Cellular — 
same reliable, nation-
wide coverage as large 
carriers. No long-term 
c o n t r a c t  o r  h i d d e n 
fees,  f ree ac tivat ion. 
All plans unlimited talk 
& text starting at just 
$20/mo. 87 7-751-0866
Become a publ ished 
author. We want to read 
your book!  Dorrance 
P u b l i s h i n g  t r u s t e d 
since 1920. Consulta-
tion, production, pro-
motion & distribution. 
Free author`s guide 
87 7-729-4998 or dor-
r a n c e i n f o . c o m / a d s
No more cleaning gut-
ters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter backed by no-clog 
guarantee & l i fet ime 
warranty.  Cal l  1-833-
610-1936 to schedule 
FREE inspection/esti-
mate. Get 15% off your 
entire order.  Mil i tar y 
& Seniors  ge t  addi -
tional 10% off. Limited 
time. Restrictions ap-
ply, see rep for details.
In f la t ion  a t  4 0-year 

highs .  Interest  rates 
are up.  Credi t  cards, 
medical bills, car loans. 
Have $10k+ in debt ? 
Call National Debt Relief 
to find out how to pay 
off your debt for much 
less than you owe! Free 
quote: 844-955-4930
SunSetter.  America's 
Number One Awning! 
Instant shade at  the 
touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio 
into an outdoor oasis. 
Up to 10-year l imited 
warrant y.  Save $350 
to day !  8 5 5 - 9 1 4 - 1 1 4 8
Home break-ins take 
less than 60 seconds. 
D o n ' t  wa i t !  P r o t e c t 
your family, home, as-
sets now for as little as 
70¢/day! 877-907-0316
Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as 1-day. Lim-
i ted t ime, waving al l 
installation costs! Ad-
di t ional terms apply. 

Subjec t to change & 
var y by dealer.  Ends 
s o o n .  8 4 4 - 5 0 1 - 3 2 0 8
Pest control:  Protect 
your home from pests 
safely.  Roaches,  Bed 
Bugs, Rodent, Termite, 
Spiders & more. Locally 
owned & af fordable . 
For service or inspec-
tion today! 877-916-2103 
Have zip code ready!
MobileHelp America's 
premier mobile medi-
cal alert system. Home 
or away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No long 
term contracts, free bro-
chure!  888-489-3936
Aging roof? New home-
owner ?  S torm dam-
age? You need a local 
exper t  provider  that 
p r o u d l y  s t a n d s  b e -
hind their work.  Fast, 
free estimate. Financ-
ing available. 877-461-
0698 Have z ip  code 
ready when cal l ing!
Water damage cleanup 
& restoration: A small 

amount of water can 
l ea d  to  ma j o r  da m-
age in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
do repairs to protect 
your  fami ly  & home 
value!  87 7-318-6832 . 
Have zip code ready!
Professional lawn ser-
vice: Fertilization, weed 
control, seeding, aera-
tion & mosquito con-
trol .  Free quote .  Ask 
about first application 
special! 877-484-8583
DIRECTV Stream — Car-
ries the most local MLB 
g a m e s !  C h o i c e  P k g 

$89.99/mo for 12 mos 
Stream on 20 devic -
es. HBO Max included 
for  3  mos w/Choice 
Pa c k a g e  o r  h i g h e r. 
No contract or hidden 
fees! Restrictions ap-
ply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from 
Physicians Mutual In-
s u r a n c e  C o m p a n y . 
400+ procedures. Real 
d e n t a l  i n sura n c e  — 
not  a discount plan. 
Free info kit! 855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
l u s . c o m / a d s  # 6 2 5 8

Job Finder September:
Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living 
communities throughout the state of Florida. We're always looking 
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current 
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers. 

Call 866-643-0438 to schedule
 your free quote today! *Terms & conditions apply 

Goodbye Clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer!
LeafFilter blocks out common debris.

Saveup to35%
*S

u
p

er Sum m e r Sale

35% Off Call 1-855-595-2102

Save up-to* + Free gutter inspection, quote 
good for 1 year

*Promotional off er includes 25% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with 
other off ers. See representative for full warranty details. AR 366920925, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, DC 
4.20223E+11, FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 213292, MD MHIC111225, HIC164488, MI 262300331, 
262300330, 262300329, 262300328, 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ 
13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, 
VT 174.0000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 537-DCFRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

Promo code: 285

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement 
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Community Marketplace 
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST  

Over 35 Years Exp.
FL-5456A

— Tree Preservation — Plant Health Care — Insect & Disease Treatments

(904) 268-1017 
www.snipstree.com

LICENSED                                           INSURED

Sorry, No Pets Allowed. 

36
Saturday, October 3, 2026
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You and a guest are invited for a complimentary  
Taste & Tour of HarborChase — an exquisite lunch  
by our Executive Chef and a personalized tour of  

our beautiful senior living community.

Reservations required.

Schedule Today!  
(904) 584-9817

EXPERIENCE 
HARBORCHASE

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman 
editor@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Chamber of 
Commerce Foundation's annual fun-
draiser returns for another year, with 
organizers hoping this year's gala will 
grow scholarship opportunities for the 
county's next generation of business 
leaders.

The Denim and Diamonds Gala returns 
Thursday, Sept. 10, from 5:30 to 8 
p.m. at Ancient City Farmstead in St. 
Augustine. The event, now a fixture on 
the Chamber's calendar, brings together 
members of the local business com-
munity to raise money for the Chamber 
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) that funds 
workforce and leadership programs 
across the county.

"The gala is one night, but its impact 
lasts all year," said Isabelle Renault, 
president and CEO of the St. Johns 
County Chamber of Commerce. Re-
nault said proceeds support the Foun-
dation's work on attainable housing, 
workforce education and leadership 

development, and will help expand 
Leadership St. Johns, the Foundation's 
leadership development program, by 
adding scholarship funds for more 
participants.

The Foundation's mission also includes 
fostering a skilled local workforce and 
maintaining an emergency fund for 
businesses facing natural disasters or 
economic hardship.

Morrie Maple, chair of the Chamber 
Foundation's board of directors, said 
the gala remains the Foundation's larg-
est annual fundraiser. "Every sponsor-
ship, ticket, and auction item sold 
directly supports the Foundation's mis-
sion to develop local leaders, strengthen 
our workforce, and stand by businesses 
in times of crisis," Maple said, adding 
that this year's proceeds will go toward 
growing the Leadership St. Johns schol-
arship specifically.

Tickets and sponsorship information 
are available at www.SJCChamber.com/
Foundation-Gala/.

Denim and Diamonds Chamber Gala returns Sept. 10 

When most people think 
of Ocala, in Central 
Florida, horses naturally 
come to mind. Marion 
County proudly claims the 
title "Horse Capital of the 
World," with more than 
1,000 horse farms in the 
region. But after spend-
ing several days exploring 
the area, I discovered that 
today's Ocala offers far more 
than rolling pastures and championship 
thoroughbreds — glass-bottom boats, 
museums, outdoor adventure and a revi-
talized downtown all share the spotlight.

No visit is complete without experi-
encing the World Equestrian Center. 
Opened in 2021, WEC has quickly 
become a centerpiece of Ocala's horse 
culture, hosting competitions through-
out the year on its manicured 2,000-acre 
campus, where Olympic-caliber horses 
soar effortlessly over towering jumps. 
WEC has evolved into a luxury resort 
featuring elegant hotels, restaurants, 
shopping, spas and premier competition 
facilities.

Three hotels anchor the property: the 
flagship Equestrian Hotel, overlooking 
the Grand Arena; the family-friendly 
Riding Academy Hotel; and the recently 
opened Equestrian Manor, which adds 

rooftop dining, ballrooms 
and conference facilities.

Ocala's equestrian heritage 
extends beyond the jump-
ing and dressage rings. At 
GoldMark Farm, visitors 
gain a behind-the-scenes 
look at one of Florida's 
premier thoroughbred 
breeding operations, with 
insight into the care, train-

ing and business of horse breeding.

For a change of pace, head to nearby 
Silver Springs State Park, one of Florida's 
oldest tourist attractions. Visitors marvel 
at the crystal-clear springs aboard the 
famous glass-bottom boats, gliding over 
water so transparent that fish, turtles and 
underwater artifacts are visible below. 
Kayakers and hikers may even encounter 
rhesus macaques along the Silver River, 
descendants of monkeys introduced to 
the area in the 1930s.

Art lovers should not miss the Appleton 
Museum of Art, whose collection ranges 
from European and contemporary works 
to Asian art and African artifacts.

Adventure seekers can soar through the 
landscape at The Canyons Zip Line & 
Adventure Park, flying above dramatic 
limestone canyons, sparkling lakes and 
towering cliffs — terrain unlike anything 
visitors expect to find in Florida.

Downtown Ocala deserves time as well, 
with locally owned restaurants, wineries, 
boutiques, public art and inviting streets 
around its historic square — the perfect 
place to unwind after a day of sightsee-
ing or horse shows.

What surprised me most about Ocala 
was how much there is to experience 
beyond its celebrated horse country. The 
horses may attract you, but the springs, 
art, outdoor adventures and lively 

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Ocala gallops beyond 
expectations TravelTravel

Debi Lander

Photo courtesy of St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce

St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce staff pose at the 2025 Denim and Diamonds Gala. 

downtown give you plenty of reasons to 
stay and explore. For more information: 
OcalaMarion.com.

Debi Lander is an award-winning travel 
writer and photographer who blends her 
passion for history, culture, food, and 
personal discovery into captivating stories. 

Through her website Bylandersea.com and 
her long-running travel column for Florida 
Newsline, she explores destinations from 
small U.S. towns to iconic global land-
marks. She hopes her  storytelling and prac-
tical insights inspire readers to experience 
the world with curiosity, appreciation, and 
a sense of adventure. Debi can be reached 
by email to mail@floridanewsline.com. 

Photo courtesy of Debi Lander

Horses greet visitors along a pasture fence near Ocala, 
home to more than 1,000 horse farms and known as the 

“Horse Capital of the World.” 
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Call the spine experts at 904.202.BACK or visit BaptistJax.com/Back

Don’t let pain keep you from what matters. The trusted specialists at Baptist Health 
and Lyerly Neurosurgery have decades of experience and offer treatments that are 
innovative, personalized and minimally invasive – so you can live fully again.

Lyerly Neurosurgery
REGION’S TOP SPINE EXPERTS

Physicians providing care at Baptist Health hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospital. Lyerly Neurosurgery physicians are employed by Lyerly Baptist, Inc.

Value Realized for Life
Students here are given the breadth to discover what they love and the guidance to pursue it with purpose.

The value of that experience does not end at graduation. It continues in the way they think and in the confidence 
and connections they carry forward. It is strengthened by a school community and an alumni network that together 

continue to open doors long after students leave campus.

From college preparation to lifelong possibility, a Bolles education keeps giving.

Pre-K through Grade 12  
Day & Boarding School

Bolles.org
(904) 256-5030


