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First Coast NewsLine
seeks local stories in
honor of Breast Cancer
Awareness Month

Florida NewsLine Staff
editor@floridanewsline.com

This October,
First Coast
NewsLine is
proud to spot-
light the strength
and resilience

of breast cancer
warriors and
survivors and

to honor the
memory of those
we've lost.

We invite you to share your story or
the story of a loved one. Your jour-
ney can inspire, uplift and remind
others that they are not alone.

Email us at editor@floridanewsline.
com by Monday, Sept. 14, for a
chance to be featured.

First Coast NewsLine
seeks local stories to
honor veterans

Florida NewsLine Staff
editor@floridanewsline.com

First Coast NewsLine is honor-
ing Veterans Day (Nov. 11), and
we want to highlight the service,
sacrifice and stories of our military
veterans right here in our commu-

nity.
We're looking for:

1. Local veteran trailblazers — busi-
ness owners, community leaders,

or anyone making a difference after
their service.

2. Multigenerational military
families keeping traditions of service
alive.

3. Stories from veterans who made
St. Johns County home after their
service.

4. Veterans involved in local organi-
zations, volunteer work or mentor-

ing.
5. Young veterans and their families
sharing what service means to them.

Know a veteran we should spot-
light? Want to share your own story?

Email us at editor@floridanewsline.
com by Monday, Sept. 14 for a

chance to be featured.

Ponte Vedra and The Beaches

SHORT AND S

St. Johns County

Community N
Calendar for X o

Page 4

Puzzle Page:
Crossword
& More
Page 6

IMPLE

Photo courtesy of St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and County Comptroller’s Office
From left, Clerk Brandon Patty, Deputy Clerk Randy Beck, Recording Supervisor Kimberly Jarrell, Minutes & Records Director Matt Shuler, Deputy Clerk Adam Ehrenberg, Recording
Director Kati Smith, Deputy Clerk Connie Logan, Deputy Clerk Zhane Brown and Master Clerk Rita Rios cut the ribbon on the new Public Service Center Monday, Aug. 3, 2026.

Clerk’s office opens new service center

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman
editor@floridanewsline.com

Residents needing a marriage license,
passport or copy of a recorded deed now
have a dedicated stop at the St. Johns
County Clerk of the Circuit Court and
County Comptroller’s Office, after the
agency opened a new Public Service
Center Monday, Aug. 3.

The center, at 4040 Lewis Speedway in
St. Augustine, sits across the parking lot
from the Richard O. Watson Judicial

Center and was built to shorten wait
times and simplify access to the Clerk’s
most frequently requested services, ac-
cording to the office.

“One of my guiding principles is mak-
ing it easier for residents and our stake-
holders to access our services, whether
online or in person,” said Brandon J.
Patty, Clerk of the Circuit Court and
County Comptroller. Patty said the new
center adds customer service windows
and closer parking, and is meant to

help residents complete business more
quickly, whether they’re applying for
a passport, recording documents or
obtaining a marriage license.

Several services have relocated to the
new center, including recording of
deeds, Notices of Commencement and
plat and PUD maps; marriage licenses
and wedding ceremonies; passport
application acceptance; Value Adjust-

Service center cont. on pg. 4

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman
editor@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Chamber of
Commerce Foundation’s annual fun-
draiser returns for another year, with
organizers hoping this year’s gala will
grow scholarship opportunities for the
county’s next generation of business
leaders.

The Denim and Diamonds Gala returns
Thursday, Sept. 10, from 5:30 to 8

p.m. at Ancient City Farmstead in St.
Augustine. The event, now a fixture on
the Chamber’s calendar, brings together
members of the local business com-
munity to raise money for the Chamber
Foundation, a 501(c)(3) that funds
workforce and leadership programs
across the county.

“The gala is one night, but its impact
lasts all year,” said Isabelle Renault,

Denim cont. on pg. 4

Photo courtesy of St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce staff pose at the 2025 Denim and Diamonds Gala.
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Photo courtesy of First Coast YMCA

A coach huddles with young athletes during a First Coast YMCA youth sports practice.

Midseason momentum for fall youth sports at First Coast YMCA

By Devone Landers

Through youth sports, First Coast
YMCA children build more than
athletic skills; they develop teamwork,
discipline and confidence they can carry
with them beyond the field or court.

At the Brooks, Winston, Williams and
Johnson family YMCAs, children can
find opportunities to gain experience,
build relationships and discover what
they can achieve. Fall 1 runs Aug. 8
through Sept. 26, followed by Fall 2
from Oct. 14 through Dec. 14. Both
seasons offer beginner and intermediate
programming, and membership is not
required to participate.

What’s offered this fall

Fall 1 features soccer leagues and basket-

ball programming across Duval County
branches. Skills & Drills introduces

basketball fundamentals to beginners in
four-week sessions, meeting once a week
for a two-hour practice.

Basketball Academy, offered at the
Brooks, Williams and Winston branch-
es, is designed for players ready to take
their skills to the next level, with eight-
to nine-week sessions of weekly practices
and games.

Fall 2 brings volleyball and new
opportunities

Beginning in October, Fall 2 continues
Skills & Drills while kicking off the
volleyball recreational season at the
Winston and Williams branches, with
weekly practices and games.

Winston YMCA will kick off its Club
Volleyball season with tryouts and an ex-
pansion: In addition to a girls team, the
YMCA will recruit a boys club volleyball

Photo courtesy of First Coast YMCA

Young athletes compete during a First Coast YMCA youth soccer match.

team for the first time. The season runs
November through May.

Fall 2 registration opens Aug. 22 and
closes Oct. 10, open to children ages 7
to 17. Club Volleyball tryout registra-
tion is open now for ages 11 to 16, with
tryouts Oct. 24 for girls and Oct. 25 for
boys.

Youth sports are available for every

child

Not every child is ready to commit to

a full season. At the Johnson Family
YMCA, Sports Zone is a free Saturday
morning program for children ages 3 to
12, running 9:30 to 10:30 a.m., with a
different sport introduced each week —
a chance to try before committing to a
league.

The Brooks Family YMCA is also intro-
ducing basketball clinics designed spe-

cifically for children with special needs,
providing an inclusive environment with
additional support and accommoda-
tions.

Your game starts here

First Coast YMCA youth sports pro-
grams give every child a place to stay
active, build confidence and discover
a sport they can be enthusiastic about.
Parents can find information about
offerings, registration and financial as-
sistance at fcymca.org.

For questions about youth sports in
Duval County, contact Devone Landers,
Associate Executive Director of Sports,
at DLanders@fcymca.org.

Devone Landers is the Associate Executive

Director of Sports, First Coast YMCA.
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Meet Tater!

Labrador mix.

Water! Weather it be the Atlantic
Beach water park, the ocean or a }
pool she’s her happiest with a toy '
or anything to fetch.

Carrots.

Stan and Buehler (her Great Dane
besties).

She is a Tater Tot, Tater Salad,
Tater Bean.

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in First Coast NewsLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in First Coast NewsLine!

Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.
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Finance 101: The lessons every college-bound kid should learn now

By Chris Thompson

Sending a child to college marks an im-
portant milestone for families. It’s often
the first time students manage money
independently while balancing classes,
new responsibilities and newfound free-
dom. This transition creates a valuable
opportunity for parents to teach their
children how to build strong financial

habits.

While it’s easy to focus on major
expenses like tuition and housing,
the everyday financial behaviors
students develop during this time
can shape their future long after
graduation. College presents an ideal
environment to introduce founda-
tional financial skills where the stakes
are manageable, but the lessons are
meaningful.

Understanding cash flow matters
more than ever

For many students, college marks the
first time money is not simply there
when they need it. Whether funds
come from a checking account, part-
time work or family support, learning
how to track income and expenses is
essential. Teaching students the differ-
ence between fixed costs, like rent or
meal plans, and flexible spending, like
entertainment or dining out, can help

Saving is not just for later. It sup-

ports flexibility

Emergency expenses, unexpected

travel home or gaps between part-time
income can derail finances quickly
without a cushion. Understanding the
value of saving, even in small amounts,
helps students experience firsthand how
preparation creates options and reduces

stress.

Financial decisions reflect values

College is often when young adults
begin defining what matters most
to them. Encouraging students to

Christopher Thompson

think about how they spend money,

them avoid running short before the and why, can help align spending

with personal priorities. Learning to
semester ends.

make intentional choices, whether it
Credit is powerful means minimizing debt or prioritizing
experiences, fosters independence and
Credit cards are often heavily marketed  accountability.

to young adults, but few understand

The goal is not perfection, but to equip
students with practical tools and a
healthy relationship with money as
they enter adulthood. For parents, this
means maintaining open conversations
and providing ongoing guidance. For
families navigating this transition, a
financial advisor can provide clarity
and help balance education goals with
future financial independence.

Chris Thompson, CFP °, CMFA *, CRPC
® is a Private Wealth Advisor and manag-
ing director with Upper Deck Wealth
Management a private wealth advisory
practice of Ameriprise Financial Ser-
vices, LLC.in Ponte Vedra Beach, FL. He
specializes in fee-based financial planning
and asset management strategies and has
been in practice for 33 years . To contact
him, visit www.ameripriseadvisors.com/
team/upper-deck-wealth-management,
818 AIA N, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach FL, (904) 380-2322.

how credit really works. College-bound

Personalized financial

students should recognize that credit advice to help achieve

your goals

Ameriprise 3

Financial

is not additional income; interest can
accumulate quickly, and payment his-
tory plays a critical role. Developing
habits like paying balances on time and

regularly reviewing statements can help

[NotFDICorNC | NoFil | MayLoseValue ]
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.

ild strong credit rather than |
bu d stro g ¢ ed t rather than cost y Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. Al rights reserved.

missteps.

Chris Thompson
CFP®,CMFA ©, CRPC®
Private Wealth Advisor

Todd Perkins

Financial Advisor

904.380.2290 Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson

St Johns County resident since 1993
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To submit items for the Community Calen-
dar, email editor@floridanewsline.com.

September 2, 27 and 30

St. Augustine Film Society

season screenings

The St. Augustine Film Society launches
its 15th season with three screenings.
“Tais-toi!" (released internationally as
"Shut Up!") shows Sunday, Sept. 2, at 4
p.m., with doors at 3:30 p.m,, at Unitar-
ian Universalist Fellowship. “The Hand-
maiden” shows Sunday, Sept. 27 at 4 p.m,,
with doors at 3:30 p.m,, also at Unitarian
Universalist Fellowship. “One to One: John
and Yoko" shows Wednesday, Sept. 30,

at 6 p.m,, with doors at 5:30 p.m,, at The
Waterworks, and includes a talk from
guest speaker Amy Kalafa. Admission is
free for members and $10 for guests at all
three screenings.

September 8

Bartram Trail Newcomers

Club luncheon
The Bartram Trail Newcomers Club kicks
off its new year with a luncheon Tuesday,

Denim cont. from pg. 1

president and CEO of the St. Johns
County Chamber of Commerce. Re-
nault said proceeds support the Foun-
dation’s work on attainable housing,
workforce education and leadership
development, and will help expand
Leadership St. Johns, the Foundation’s
leadership development program, by
adding scholarship funds for more
participants.

The Foundation’s mission also includes
fostering a skilled local workforce and
maintaining an emergency fund for
businesses facing natural disasters or
economic hardship.

Morrie Maple, chair of the Chamber
Foundation’s board of directors, said the
gala remains the Foundation’s largest
annual fundraiser. “Every sponsorship,
ticket, and auction item sold directly
supports the Foundation’s mission to

e
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Sept. 8, at 11.a.m. at St. Johns Golf and
Country Club. Visit btnc.wildapricot.org
for details.

September 15

Newcomers of North St.

Johns luncheon

Newcomers of North St. Johns hosts
its September luncheon Tuesday, Sept.
15, at 11 a.m. at St. Johns Golf & Coun-
try Club, 205 St. Johns Golf Drive, St.
Augustine.

September 17

America 250 Constitution

Celebration

The Beaches communities celebrate the
U.S. Constitution Tuesday, Sept. 17, at 3
p.m. at the Seawalk Pavilion, 75 First St.
N., Jacksonville Beach. The free, non-
political event features patriotic music,
a Colonial Color Guard presentation
and family friendly giveaways. Guest
speaker Cindy Addison will present
followed by a community bell ringing at
4 p.m. Attendees should bring their own
chairs.

develop local leaders, strengthen our
workforce, and stand by businesses in
times of crisis,” Maple said, adding that
this year’s proceeds will go toward grow-
ing the Leadership St. Johns scholarship
specifically.

Tickets and sponsorship information
are available at www.SJCChamber.com/
Foundation-Gala/.

Photo courtesy of St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce
Guests dressed to theme at last year's Denim and
Diamonds Gala.

- Residential -

CONMDITIONING = SOFTENING «PLIRIFI

Call today 904-262- 0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

] 3760 Kori Road *

Ammar and Operataqg
Commercial ;\ ]

MO 1 EAN WATER FOR YOUR

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

License #W-32

.affordablewaterjax.com [/

Lihats Happening

September 26

Ponte Vedra Writers meeting
The Ponte Vedra Writers host award-
winning author Lana McAra Saturday,
Sept. 26, at 11 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library. McAra will present
“Why Good Books Don't Sell (And What
Professional Authors Do Differently)." The
meeting is free and open to the public.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Through Oct. 8

“A Brushstroke Journey”
exhibition

First Coast Cultural Center presents A
Brushstroke Journey," a solo exhibition by
artist Midge Scelzo, on view through Oct.
8 at FCCC, 6000B Sawgrass Village Circle,
Ponte Vedra Beach.

Weekdays

COA THE PLAYERS Community

Senior Center

The senior center at 175 Landrum Lane
offers programs and activities. For details,
call 904 209 3659 or visit coasjc.org.

Community Calendar

ISt¥lohns

Mondays, Wednesdays
and Fridays

Trout Creek Senior Center
Activities

Trout Creek Senior Center, 6795 Collier
Road, offers senior activities starting at 9
a.m. with cards and games, followed by
trivia or bingo before lunch at 11:30 a.m.
Call Jessica Curry at 904 209 3658.

Wednesdays

Playing HOOKie

This charity knitting and crochet group
meets Wednesdays from 10 a.m. to noon
at Maple Street Biscuit Company, 1627
Race Track Road. Email playinghookiec-
ares@gmail.com.

Wednesdays

Widow to Widow Support
Group

The support group meets Wednesdays
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. at the COA
River House, 179 Marine St. Call 904 209
3655.

Service center cont. from pg. 1

ment Board applications; and
public records searches.

Court operations remain

at the Richard O. Watson
Judicial Center, 4010 Lewis
Speedway. That includes jury
duty, child support payment
assistance, restraining order
petitions and traffic ticket
payments.

The Public Service Center

is open Monday through
Friday, 8 a.m. to 5 p.m. Resi-
dents can make an appoint-
ment or find more informa-
tion at stjohnsclerk.com, or
reach Customer Care Clerks

at (904) 819-3600 or clerk@
stjohnsclerk.com during the
same hours.

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd

Jax Beach

(next to Publix)
904.230.3242
whbu.com/jacksonville

904.246.6832

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)

whbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

Photo courtesy of St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and County Comptroller's Office
The first couple married at the new Public Service Center exchanged

vows Monday, Aug. 3, 2026, the day the center opened.

A

Qild Birde Unlimited

Nature Shop

20% OFF
One regularly
priced item

I

1

1

1

1

I Valid in-store at the participating stores

| listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird

| Food, Camera Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards,
DSC Memberships, or Sale Items.

1 Cannot be combined with other

| coupons/discounts.

\ Offer expires 9/30/25.

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER ,

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
whu.com/staugustine
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Q: When is the next scheduled elec-

tion?

A: The 2026 General Election is Tues-
day, Nov. 3, 2026.

Q: Are there any registration dead-
lines ahead of the election?

A: Yes, the deadline to register to vote
for the General Election is Oct. 5,
2026. Voters can visit www.votesjc.gov
to register online.

Q: Is there anything voters should be
doing to prepare now for the 2026
General Election?

A: It is never too early to get election
ready. I recommend visiting www.
votesjc.gov and using the Check My
Status tool to make sure your informa-
tion is up to date.

Q: If I voted by mail in 2024, will I
automatically get a vote-by-mail bal-
lot this year?

A: No. Vote-by-mail requests expire at
the end of each year. If you have not
made a vote-by-mail request, you will
not be mailed a ballot.

To request a vote-by-mail ballot for

the 2026 General Election, visit www.
votesjc.gov or call the Elections Office
at 904-823-2238. The deadline to re-
quest a vote-by-mail ballot to be mailed
for the 2026 General Election is Oct.
22,2026, at 5 p.m.

Q: When is early voting scheduled for
the 2026 General Election?

A: Early voting will begin Monday, Oct.
21, and continue through Saturday,

Q&A with St. Johns County Supervisor
of Elections Vicky Oakes

Vicky Oakes

Oct. 31, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.
Locations will be announced closer to
the election.

Q: Do I have to be registered in a
certain party to vote in the General
Election?

A: No, your party affiliation does not
affect your ability to vote in the General
Election. All eligible voters in a precinct
receive the same general election bal-
lot, which includes candidates from all

qualified parties.

Q: How can voters contact the Elec-
tions Office?

A: The St. Johns County Supervisor

of Elections Office is open Monday
through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5
p-m. Residents can visit or call the of-
fice with any questions during business
hours at 904-823-2238. Services are
available around the clock on our web-
site at Www.votes;jC.gov.

VISIT US ONLINE!

www.floridanewsline.com
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Proposed 2026 Florida
Property Tax Amendment 3

By Eddie Creamer

At this year’s general election on Nov.
3, proposed 2026 Florida Property
Tax Amendment 3 (CS/HR]J 1-F)
will be on the ballot. If approved by
voters, the constitutional amendment
proposed by the Florida Legislature
will make changes to Florida’s prop-
erty tax system.

Here’s a factual overview of the pro-
posed amendment for informational
purposes only. My office and I do not
support or oppose any constitutional
amendment or ballot measures.

For homesteaded properties, which
are primary residences of Florida
homeowners, the below changes are
proposed. Currently, this year’s home-
stead exemption total is $51,411,
with $25,000 exempt from all taxes
and $26,411 exempt from all taxes
except school taxes.

Beginning Jan. 1, 2027, homestead
exemption will increase to $150,000,
with $25,000 exempt from all taxes
and the remaining $125,000 exempt
from all taxes except school taxes.

Beginning the following year on Jan.
1, 2028, homestead exemption will
increase to $250,000, with $25,000
exempt from all taxes and the remain-
ing $225,000 exempt from all taxes
except school taxes.

The Florida Legislature will develop
a schedule to address future increases
after 2028.

For non-homesteaded properties,
Amendment 3 will decrease the as-
sessment limitation cap, the amount a
property’s assessed value can increase
each year, from 10% to 5%. For
homesteaded properties, the assess-
ment limitation cap will remain
unchanged at no more than 3% per
year.

Eddie Creamer

Additionally, the proposed amend-
ment includes a new Florida resi-
dency requirement. New residents
after Jan. 1, 2027, will be eligible for
the pre-existing homestead exemp-
tion of $50,000, adjusted annually
for inflation. New residents will then
become eligible for the full home-
stead benefit beginning Jan. 1 after
the fifth year of maintaining the
exemption.

Existing tax-saving programs such
as Save Our Homes/portability and
other personal exemptions (veterans,
seniors, first responders, widows/
widowers, etc.) will remain un-

changed.

The proposed amendment requires

approval by at least 60% of Florida
voters. If approved, the amendment
will take effect on Jan. 1, 2027, and
the changes will be reflected on the
2027 TRIM notices and tax bills.

For more information, visit www.
sjcpa.gov/amendment3. I'm avail-
able to answer questions or provide
information at Eddie@sjcpa.gov or

904-827-5500.

Eddie Creamer is the St. Johns County
property appraiser.

Palencia Elementary welcomes a new first mate

By Tatyana Kovaleva

The new school year brings new people
on board and Palencia Elementary School
(PES) is excited to introduce our Assis-
tant Principal, Carrie Mitten. She brings
more than 30 years of experience and a
tremendous love for working with kids.
Even during the back-to-school rush, she
answered our questions so the community
could get to know her better:

Q: Could you tell us about your back-
ground?

A: After beginning my career teach-
ing second and third grade, I became a
reading specialist and teacher specialist
before transitioning into school ad-
ministration at middle and high school
levels. T later served as the Program
Director for an Alternative Education
Program supporting middle and high
school students before being promoted
to Principal of an elementary school

in Stevensville, Maryland. Those three
years as an elementary principal were
truly the best of my career. Following

Carrie Mitten

the passing of my husband in 2024, I
retired after 32 years in Maryland and
moved to St. Augustine to be closer to
family. I am blessed to have a daugh-
ter, a stepdaughter and two wonderful
granddaughters.

Q: What is the most Pirate-y thing
you have done?

A: It may actually be coming back

to my roots! My first administrative
position was at a middle school whose
mascot was the Pirates, so joining the
Palencia Pirates truly feels like coming
home.

Q: What was your first impression of
PES?

A: My first impression of Palencia
Elementary was simply, “Wow, what

an amazing family!” I was fortunate to
visit the school before summer break
and immediately noticed the joy and
enthusiasm shared by both the students
and staff. Seeing such a positive school
community warmed my heart and made
me even more excited to become part of
the team and help continue its growth
and success.

Q: What kind of impact would you

like to have on the school?

A: As Assistant Principal, I hope to sup-
port Captain Goodrich in keeping our
ship sailing strong while ensuring every

student has the tools, encouragement
and opportunities they need to become
lifelong learners and make a positive
impact on our community.

Q: What advice would you give to
parents at the beginning of the school
year?

A: We know that dropping kids off at
school or a bus stop can be a vulner-
able experience, and we appreciate you
trusting your children into our hands.
You can count on us to take care of
them, keep them safe, educate them
and support them - and you - along
the way. Communicate with your
teachers, be involved, and download
ParentSquare if you havent yet. It is
the district’s main communication
tool, and it’s like having your school’s
direct cell phone: all the messages go

straight through.

We know Ms. Mitten will fit right
in with the Crew, so if you see her
on campus, give her a warm Pirate
welcome!
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ACORN
AMBER
AUTUMN
BONFIRE
BREEZE
CHILLY
CIDER
CINNAMON
cozy
CRISP
EQUINOX
FLANNEL
FOLIAGE
FROSTY
GOLDEN
HARVEST
HAYRIDE
LEAVES
NUTMEG
PUMPKIN
SCARLET
SWEATER
TWILIGHT
VIBRANT

OXDHWMWIOIZETOXRXNMPrN—AXTEZR=
AOUMVMNMMX VPOV IPDPI<<MONAXTI
N=Er>r» ION<—-ON<UT=EOoU=HOUOITX
ECXxXmMmW=E>r»mMm=Z2IT>»<XXHOMI=Z-mT
HNMUOU<rJdmX<H==IT=20=2Z2CcHNZ=20O
<TBIOUOXPHI>P>OEr—-COEZTHWLXXH>H
W<MPrPTMOoOoO<=ZIrTmoorv-unz=zxx<
MEOZ2TMOXHONWXMZ=E>rmM<=2WX
TOONWONroOoXoHZCH=2mMo>»HX
TWOOTHMIFPNVAITOTHUAHAKEZI=E<SO
>PECrornr»<20VOoO=EITIT=o0onNno-A=2
VMEAITO>DPUISC<<SIXITOOEIMO=ZWUWX
r<ANXmMmHO=ZZZ0O0TOoWn>X>XXTI
NITWru=zoxr=XxXozZ2ronox—-xN
HCMETOTMOrH»OMS<>»PCONNMZ=
O—-v9v9Z2Z2Z2Z2<IrH=o==Z<T1x<CcXx
MONO<SM<XrNmMo=EZ=ZIXr<=s=m
TNOXX<CN<CNT<<mMmrXm>XHX
=E4IXNZ=ECHC>»ITI9Urr n=oOoHON
r-ooxmMmoroo@rrorT—-ovn>»>r

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

CLUES ACROSS

1. Manila hemp plant 37.Jacob _, American journalist

6. Turkish river 38. Digital audiotape

10. Something to read 39. River in South Africa @

14. In a way, initiated 40. Kimono sashes A

15. Popular Apple TV series 41. Rooting somewhere

17. King Charles is part of it 43. American spy Aldrich

19. Earlier 45. A way to call for
20. Foot (Latin) 46. Taxi
21. Zodiac sign 47. Pancakes made of buckwheat flour
22. A browning of the skin 49. Swiss river
23. Remain as is 50. Popular type of video game (abbr.)
24. Turfs 53. Have surgery
26. It’s used to slaughter animals 57. Formal withdrawal from a union
29. Volcanic crater 58. Performs spoken improv
31. The mother of Jesus 59. Greek war god Solve the code to discover words related to fall.
32. Ones life story 60. 2,000 Ibs. Each number corresponds to a letter.
34. One-time Liverpool coach Slot 61. Helps to evade capture =
35. Counterparts (Hlnt‘ 5= E)

CLUES DOWN A. 18 5 6 15 5 7

1. Swedish rock group 31. One-thousandth of an inch . .

2. “Friday Night Lights” director Peter ~ 33. Former CIA C/ ue. Tr ee f O/ 1 ag €

3. Currency exchange fee 35. Most lemony

4. Feline 36. Engage in

5. Folk singer DiFranco 37. Mass of fish eggs

6. Ghastly pale from distress 39. Food supplies B - 1 3 6 1 7 5
7. Rapid eye movements 42. Backbones

8. Monetary unit of Macao 43. American real estate investment .

o Lo ey e Clue: Gathers leaves
10. Colorless mineral 44. Megabyte

11. At some prior time 46. “Three Coins in the Fountain”

12. American protest singer songwriter

13. Opener 47, Dutch colonist C. 22 26 20 22 17 1 23
16. Seldom 48. Full-grown pike fish

18. Relaxing places 49. Emergency prep expert Edwards C/ue : Orange gourd
22. Touchdown 50. Flute

23. From end to end 51. Dismissive sound

24. Kids love him 52. Slang term for marijuana

25. Metal-bearing solid 53. Young women’s association D 1 1 2 4 1 3 2 3
27. Skin care product manufacturer 54. Cosmopolitan city ]

28. Thirteen 55. Narrow isthmus in Thailand

29. Angry 56. Pointed end of a pen Clue Starchy Crop

30. Member of a Semitic people

Golf cart update for

Community Marketplace Sabal Crest Academy
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919 Sabal Crest Academy, 2 new K-8 school opening

near Nocatee’s Seabrook community, will include
a dedicated golf cart staging area, community
and school officials announced in a joint letter to
Nocatee residents.

Mandarin United
Methodist Church The plan replaces an earlier one that would have

11270 San Jose Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32223 required g?lf Caft_dFOP-OH:S. and pick-ups alpng
(From I-295 go south on San Jose Blvd. 1/2 mile on right) COnSCrVathn T[all, the main roadway Outslde the
school. Golf carts will instead queue with vehicle
traffic, use the new staging area to drop off or pick

United Methodist Women’'s
36 th Annual Fall Craft Festival

& EXTERIOR CLEANING ¢ ROOF CLEANING i i
Saturday, October 3, 2026 up students, then exit along the internal roadway.
¢ EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION 4 POOL ENCLOSURES 8:30 am - 3:30 pm
4 HOT WASH & SOFT WASH 6 DOCKS & WALKWAY All Hand Crafted Items: 125 crafters, clothing, jewelry, Pefmittiﬂg fOI‘ thC Pafking area is UHdCfWaY and
C X . ; concessions, seasonal gifts, baked goods, children’s shop,
904-622-3000 country store and more! may not be complete before the school year starts;
CALL US TODAY: www.-powwas;jax.com All proceeds support UMW Mission Projects the area Wlll be accessible but unpaved until thC

Sorry, No Pets Allowed.

permit is issued. The letter was signed by Brian
Dean, community manager of Tolomato Commu-
e _e.e . nity Development District; Richard T. Ray, chief
We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement executive officer of The PARC Group; Tiffany
Cantwell, principal of Sabal Crest Academy; and

Call 904-607-5062 Brennan Asplen, superintendent of the St. Johns

County School District.




Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast — FREE
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 800-245-0398

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vin-
tage guitars! Gibson, Fender,
Martin, Grecsch, Rickenback-
er, Epiphone, Etc. 1930's to
1980's. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes
nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the ADS Net-
work! For more information
www.communitypublishers.
com/category/all-products

Peace of mind & early de-
tection — Now more than
ever, it's important to get
screened for Stroke & Car-
diovascular Disease risk.
Life Line Screening is simple
& painless. 833-970-4172

Need cash quickly? We buy
houses in any condition.
Get a fair cash offer with-
in 24 hours! Call today. Liz
Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

End your tax worries today.
Let us make your tax problem
our priority. Scared, stuck
with high tax amounts?

Our A+ tax professionals
can help. Free consultation.
Priority Tax 855-959-2267

Consumer Cellular — same
reliable, nationwide cover-
age as large carriers. No
long-term contract or hidden
fees, free activation. All plans
unlimited talk & text starting
at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing
trusted since 1920. Consul-
tation, production, promo-
tion & distribution. Free
author™ s guide 877-729-4998
or dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter backed
by no-clog guarantee & life-
time warranty. Call 1-833-
610-1936 to schedule FREE
inspection/estimate. Get 15%
off your entire order. Military
& Seniors get additional 10%
off. Limited time. Restrictions
apply, see rep for details.

Inflation at 40-year highs.
Interest rates are up. Credit
cards, medical bills, car loans.
Have $10k+ in debt? Call
National Debt Relief to find
out how to pay off your debt
for much less than you owe!

Job Finder September:

Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living
communities throughout the state of Florida. We're always looking
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers.

Free quote: 844-955-4930 affordable. For service or
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Filter

Leafi

Goodbye clogged Gutters
Upgrade your gutters this summer! \_/

LeafFilter blocks out common ris.

Save up-to*

35% Off <

4, LA 569644, MA 213292, MD MHIC|11225 HIC164438 M 262300331

+ Free gutter inspection, quote
good for1year  Promo code: 285

Call 1-855-595- 2102

ualified veterans and/or seniors. Cannot be combined with

SunSetter. America's Number
One Awning! Instant shade at
the touch of a button. Trans-
form your deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up to 10-
year limited warranty. Save
$350 today! 855-914-1148

Home break-ins take less
than 60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your family,
home, assets now for as little
as 70¢/day! 877-907-0316

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as
1-day. Limited time, waving
all installation costs! Ad-
ditional terms apply. Subject
to change & vary by dealer.
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your
home from pests safely.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Ro-
dent, Termite, Spiders
& more. Locally owned &

inspection today! 877-916-
2103 Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America's pre-
mier mobile medical alert
system. Home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts, free
brochure! 888-489-3936

Aging roof? New home-
owner? Storm damage? You
need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 877-461-0698 Have zip
code ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup &
restoration: A small amount
of water can lead to ma-
jor damage in your home.,
Our trusted professionals
do repairs to protect your
family & home value! 877-318-
6832. Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn service:

4.202: A 0127230 5160:

262300330, 262300329, 252300328 262300318, 262300173, MN IR810524, MT 2661922, ND 47304, NE 50145-24, 50145-23, NJ
13VH13285000, NM 408693, NV 86990, OR 218294, PA PA179643, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783668-6601, VA 2706169445,
VT 1740000871, WA LEAFFLH-763PG, WI No. 637-DCFRR WV WV056912. Promotion exp: 8/31/2026.

GENERAC

#1standby
generator

Get whole-home

power,automatlcalb‘ ! &

Call 866-643-0438 to schedul1

your free quote today!

Fertilization, weed control,
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free gquote.
Ask about first applica-
tion special! 877-484-8583

DIRECTV Stream — Carries
the most local MLB games!
Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-
es. HBO Max included for
3 mos w/Choice Package

*Terms & conditions apply

or higher. No contract or
hidden fees! Restrictions
apply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance
Company. 400+ procedures.
Real dental insurance — not
a discount plan. Free info
kit! 855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

e
Vel

When most people think
of Ocala, in Central Flor-
ida, horses naturally come
to mind. Marion County
proudly claims the title
“Horse Capital of the
World,” with more than
1,000 horse farms in the
region. But after spend-
ing several days exploring
the area, I discovered that

today’s Ocala offers far more
than rolling pastures and champion-
ship thoroughbreds — glass-bottom

Debi Lander

Ocala gallops beyond expectations

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Opened in 2021, WEC
has quickly become a
centerpiece of Ocala’s
horse culture, hosting
competitions throughout
the year on its manicured
2,000-acre campus,
where Olympic-caliber
horses soar effortlessly
over towering jumps.

WEC has evolved into a

luxury resort featuring elegant hotels,

boats, museums, outdoor adventure

and a revitalized downtown all share the

spotlight.

No visit is complete without experi-
encing the World Equestrian Center.

restaurants, shopping, spas and premier
competition facilities.

Three hotels anchor the property: the

flagship Equestrian Hotel, overlooking
the Grand Arena; the family-friendly

Riding Academy Hotel; and the re-
cently opened Equestrian Manor, which

Nighttime Bingo!
SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 12

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM
GAMES START AT 7:00PM

ST. JOSEPH'S BINGO!

Daytime Bingo!
MONDAY, SEPTEMBER 14

DOORS OPEN AT 12:00PM
GAMES START AT 1:00PM

adds rooftop dining, ballrooms and

conference facilities.

At GoldMark Farm, visitors gain a be-

hind-the-scenes look at one of Florida’s

premier thoroughbred breeding opera-

Ocala’s equestrian heritage extends

beyond the jumping and dressage rings.

Ocala cont. on pg. 8

Your Carefree Oasis of Luxury

Did you know that Starling operates four luxury senior
living communities in the Jacksonville area? Our
communities offer maintenance-free living with exquisite
amenities, including gourmet dining, a state-of-the-art
fitness center, and a serene heated pool. With meals and
transportation included in your rent, you can focus on

living your best life while we handle the rest. Call us today

to learn more and set up your personalized 1-on-1 tour!

At The Cody Center. On the Coner of Old St. Augustine and Loretto Roads
PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING AND SECURITY ON PREMISES. GREAT FOOD, DRINKS AND SNACKS. DOORS OPEN 6:15. NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAW.
For More Information call Vinny Terlizzi at 904-742-8777

STARLING STARLING STARLING STARLING
STED LIVIMG & STED LIVING & STED LIVIMG & INDEPEMDEMNT LIVING

} E\J-OI'-‘ CARE

(904) 801-5270
ALF# 12734

} E\J-OI'-‘ CARE

(904) 395-5046
ALF# 13109

WELLNESS « ENGAGEMENT » CULINARY « SERVICE

} E\J-OI'-‘ CARE

(904) 337-6350
ALF# 12887

(904) 395-5724
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The Equestrian Manor at World Equestrian Center offers rooftop dining, ballrooms and conference facilities.

Ocala cont. from pg. 7

tions, with insight into the care, train-
ing and business of horse breeding.

For a change of pace, head to nearby
Silver Springs State Park, one of
Florida’s oldest tourist attractions. Visi-
tors marvel at the crystal-clear springs
aboard the famous glass-bottom boats,
gliding over water so transparent that

Photo courtesy of Debi Lander

Horses greet visitors along a pasture fence near Ocala,
home to more than 1,000 horse farms and known as the
“Horse Capital of the World.'

fish, turtles and underwater artifacts
are visible below. Kayakers and hikers
may even encounter rhesus macaques
along the Silver River, descendants of
monkeys introduced to the area in the

1930s.

Art lovers should not miss the Appleton
Museum of Art, whose collection ranges
from European and contemporary

works to Asian art and African artifacts.

Adventure seekers can soar through the
landscape at The Canyons Zip Line &
Adventure Park, flying above dramatic
limestone canyons, sparkling lakes and
towering cliffs — terrain unlike any-
thing visitors expect to find in Florida.

Downtown Ocala deserves time as well,
with locally owned restaurants, winer-
ies, boutiques, public art and inviting
streets around its historic square — the
perfect place to unwind after a day of
sightseeing or horse shows.

Family-focused

care, close to

home in Bartram ..
__ Commons.

now available

Durbin Park.

Joel Ahlgrim, DO
Family Medicine Physician

Treats ages 5+

Walk-in and same-day appointments

We know life is busy. And when you need a doctor, you need someone
close to home who you can trust. Our brand new Baptist Primary Care

Meet the care team:

Jagat Patel, MD
Family Medicine Physician
Treats ages 5+

Baptist Primary Care physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Primary Care, Inc.  © Baptist Health 2026

What surprised me most about Ocala
was how much there is to experience
beyond its celebrated horse country.
The horses may attract you, but the
springs, art, outdoor adventures and
lively downtown give you plenty of
reasons to stay and explore. For more
information: OcalaMarion.com.

Debi Lander is an award-winning travel
writer and photographer who blends her
passion for history, culture, food, and

personal discovery into captivating stories.
Through her website Bylandersea.com
and her long-running travel column for
Florida Newsline, she explores destinations
Sfrom small U.S. towns to iconic global
landmarks. She hopes her storytelling and
practical insights inspire readers to experi-
ence the world with curiosity, apprecia-
tion, and a sense of adventure. Debi can
be reached by email to mail@floridanews-

line.com.

A UNIQUE BLEND OF
UPSCALE SHOPPING,
DINING, AND WELLNESS.

PLAN YOUR VISIT THIS WEEKEND!

'

WWW.SAWGRASSVILLAGEJAX.COM

215 TOURSIDE DRIVE
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082

Bartram Commons office is now open and accepting new patients. Walk-
ins and same-day appointments are available just off Race Track Road near

5304 Bartram Commons Drive

Jacksonville, FL 32258
Treats ages 5+

 BAPTIST
N Primary Care

i Baptist Medical Group

Laurel Cantrell, MD
Family Medicine Physician

To make an appointment,
call our office at
904.376.3970

or scan the QR code

to visit our web page.




