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By Eddie Creamer

Property owners in St. Johns 
County will be mailed a 2026 
Truth in Millage (TRIM) notice, 
also known as a notice of proposed 
property taxes, by our office on 
Aug. 17, 2026. The notice will 
show the property’s proposed taxes 
for the 2026 tax year before the 
tax bill is mailed in November. On 
the same day the notice is mailed, 
it will also be available on our 
website at www.sjcpa.gov.

The notice is important because it 
informs property owners of their 
property values and exemptions. It 
also provides a timeframe for prop-
erty owners to request any adjust-
ments to their values. Therefore, 
property owners should carefully 
review the notice to determine 
if they would like to request any 
changes.

We make every effort to work with 
property owners to accommodate 
requests through our office. If 
our office is unable to make the 
requested change, then a petition 
can be filed with the Value Adjust-
ment Board (VAB) for a third-par-
ty review. Property owners have 25 
days from the notice mailing date 
to request an office review and to 
file a petition with the VAB. This 
year’s deadline is Sept. 11.

Here’s a look at the 2026 numbers 
for St. Johns County.

• The total just (market) value is 
$92.9 billion, a 2.83% increase 
from last year.

• The total taxable value is $63.1 
billion, a 6.60% increase from last 
year.

Eddie Creamer

TRIM notices to be 
mailed August 17

TRIM cont. on pg. 2
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Local Equitable Advisors Team Members congratulate Rookie of the Year Ashley Vizcarra.

MAKING WAVES

By Natalie Caballero

The First Coast YMCA is gearing up for 
a busy fall in the pool, with a full slate 
of aquatics programming that includes 
swim lessons for all ages, stroke-devel-
opment clinics and a competitive swim 
team at the Brown Family YMCA.

Leading the fall lineup is the start of 
the First Coast Y FLYERS Competitive 
Team season, with practices beginning 
Aug. 17. The team is open to swimmers 
who already know all four competitive 

strokes (freestyle, backstroke, breast-
stroke and butterfly) and are ready to 
take their swimming to the next level 
under the direction of Head Coach 
George Oancea. Families interested in 
joining the team can schedule a tryout 
by contacting Coach Oancea directly at 
goancea@fcymca.org.

For younger or less experienced swim-
mers who aren’t quite ready for full 
competition, the FCYMCA also offers 
FLYERS in Training, a precompeti-
tive team designed to build skills and 

confidence before eventually joining the 
competitive roster. That program begins 
on Sept. 1.

Adults are also included in the fall 
programming. Launching Sept. 1 is 
the FLYERS Masters Swim/Triathlon 
Training Group, a new offering held 
at both the Brown Family YMCA and 
the Barco-Newton Family YMCA. The 
group is designed for adult swimmers 
looking to improve their fitness, train 

YMCA cont. on pg. 2
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The First Coast Y FLYERS Competitive Team gathers for a group photo. 

First Coast YMCA announces fall aquatics lineup 

Integrity
matters.

Paid for by Martin Pyszczymuka and Krista Keating-Joseph,
Republicans for St. Johns County commissioners, Dist. 2 & 4

Martin Pyszczymuka is 
a former FBI agent  

       specializing in fraud 
        and public corruption.

Commissioner Krista Keating-
Joseph voted alone against 
four developer-funded
commissioners — 71 times.   
 

VoteMartin2026.com VoteKrista.com

The Beaches communities celebrate the Constitution
By Viky Divertie

The Beaches communities will come 
together on Sept. 17 at 3 p.m. for a 
spirited celebration of the United States 
Constitution as part of the nationwide 
America 250! observance.

The nonpolitical event, “America 250! 
The Beaches Communities Celebrate 
the Constitution,” is free and open to 
the public and will be held at Seawalk 

Pavilion, 75 1st St. N, in Jacksonville 
Beach.

This special community celebration is 
sponsored by local Daughters of the 
American Revolution Chapters Jean 
Ribault and Ponte Vedra, and the City 
of Jacksonville Beach.

Community members of all ages are 
invited to gather for an afternoon of 
patriotic music, history and fellow-

ship. The program will feature patriotic 
musical performances by local high 
school students, a Colonial Color Guard 
presentation by Sons of the American 
Revolution and family-friendly give-
aways.

At 4 p.m., in a powerful moment of 
unity, the celebration will pause as 
participants join churches throughout 

Constitution cont. on pg. 2
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• The parcel total is 183,425, an in-
crease of 2,675 from last year.

• The homesteaded parcel total is 
98,009, which includes 8,287 new ap-
plications approved in 2026.

• The qualified single-family home sales 
total is 2,688 with 18.2% of those sales 
being new construction.

The proposed 2026 Florida Property 
Tax Amendment 3 (CS/HJR 1-F) 

will not have an impact on the 2026 
TRIM notices or property taxes. The 
proposed amendment will be placed on 
the November 2026 ballot for voters 
to decide the outcome. If the amend-
ment passes, then it will go into effect 
on Jan. 1, 2027, and the changes will 
be reflected on the 2027 TRIM notices 
and tax bills.

I’m available to answer questions or 
provide additional information at Ed-
die@sjcpa.gov or 904-827-5500.

Eddie Creamer is the St. Johns County 
property appraiser.

TRIM cont. from pg. 1

for triathlons or simply get back in the 
water with structured coaching and a 
training plan.

Before any of the team programs kick 
off, the FCYMCA is offering a series of 
swim clinics focused on stroke devel-
opment on Aug. 4, 6, 11 and 12. The 
clinics give swimmers a chance to refine 
their technique and are a natural step-
ping stone for those eyeing a spot on the 
FLYERS roster this fall.

These competitive offerings build on the 
FCYMCA’s existing aquatics programs, 
which remain in full swing year-round. 
Swim lessons continue to be offered for 
every stage, from parent-child classes 
for the littlest swimmers to preschool 
and school-age lessons, as well as private 
lessons for those who want one-on-one 
instruction. Adults looking to stay active 
in the water without joining a team 
can also take advantage of water fitness 
classes, offered every weekday morning 
at 9 a.m. at the Brown Family YMCA.

“We wanted to make sure there’s a space 

in the water for everyone, whether that’s 
a four-year-old taking their first swim 
lesson or an adult training for a triath-
lon,” said Cara Roach, Executive Direc-
tor of the Brown Family YMCA. “Our 
swimming programs provide a clear 
pathway for swimmers to grow—from 
learning the fundamentals to compet-
ing at a high level. At the FCYMCA, 
we’re committed to developing not only 
stronger athletes but also confident, 
disciplined young people who learn the 
value of teamwork, perseverance and 
goal setting.”

The addition of the Masters Swim Team 
marks a significant investment in adult 
athletics for the Brown Family YMCA, 
giving local swimmers a home team to 
train and compete with.

Anyone with questions about swim 
lessons, clinics or the new competitive 
and precompetitive teams is encouraged 
to reach out to Kylie Frech, Aquatics 
Director, at kfrech@fcymca.org.

Families interested specifically in a FLY-
ERS tryout can contact Head Coach 
George Oancea at goancea@fcymca.org.

YMCA cont. from pg. 1
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First Coast Y FLYERS swimmers pose at the 2026 Spring Florida Swimming Championships. 

the Beaches communities in ringing 
bells to commemorate the signing of 
the Constitution on Sept. 17, 1787. 
This coordinated bell-ringing will echo 
the spirit of the nation’s founding and 
honor the enduring principles of liberty 
and self-governance enshrined in the 
Constitution.

The guest speaker is Cindy Addison, 
Historian General for the National 
Society Daughters of the American 
Revolution.

The event is part of the broader America 
250! initiative marking the 250th an-
niversary of America’s founding and 
celebrating the documents and ideals 
that continue to shape the nation.

Residents, visitors, families, veterans, 
students and civic groups are encour-
aged to attend and take part in this 
meaningful community tribute.

Bring a chair, bring a friend and join us 
as we celebrate the Constitution and the 
enduring promise of America.

CONSTITUTION cont. from pg. 1

Photo courtesy First Coast YMCA

First Coast Y FLYERS swimmers pose in the pool ahead of the fall season. 

PLAN YOUR VISIT THIS WEEKEND!

A UNIQUE BLEND OF
UPSCALE SHOPPING,
DINING, AND WELLNESS. WWW.SAWGRASSVILLAGEJAX.COM

SHOP.SIP.STROLL.

215 TOURSIDE DRIVE 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions  above 

before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw  the BFF contest in First Coast NewsLine. 

Your pet could be our BFF  of the month and appear in First Coast NewsLine!  

Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF
Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend

of the monthof the month

Breed: 
Poodle mix. 

Favorite activity: 
Racing with friends at the dog 

park.
Favorite food: 

Pup Cup from Jeremiah’s.
Favorite friend: 

Golden Doodle friend, Goku.
How did your BFF get his name: 

I wanted to name her after 
someone with a sweet 

personality. One of my favorite 
movies is “Matilda,” so I named 

her after Matilda’s teacher, Miss 
Honey.

Meet Honey!
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To submit items for the Community 
Calendar, email editor@floridanews-
line.com.

August 3
Ponte Vedra Democratic 
Club meeting
The Ponte Vedra Democratic Club 
meets Monday, Aug. 3, at 6 p.m. at 
Christ Episcopal Church, 400 San 
Juan Road, Ponte Vedra Beach. 
Rabbi Merrill Shapiro and Father 
Justin Yawn will speak on maintain-
ing faith in a fractured age. Email 
pvdemclub@gmail.com for details.

July 7
Ponte Vedra Woman’s 
Club Social
The Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club will 
host its July Purely Social on Tues-
day, July 7, from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at 
Marriott Sawgrass, 1000 Tournament 
Players Club Blvd., Ponte Vedra 
Beach. The casual event is free for 
members and $10 for guests. For 
more information and to register, 
visit pontevedrawomansclub.com.

August 4
Vicar’s Landing Boutique 
and Cottage Sale 
The monthly Vicar ’s Landing Bou-
tique and Cottage sale is Tuesday, 
Aug. 4, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at the 
Vicar ’s Landing Sawgrass Commu-
nity Building. The boutique features 
jewelry, knick knacks and art. The 
cottage sale includes antiques, 
household items and home furnish-
ings. Cash or checks only. All pro-
ceeds benefit the Vicar ’s Employee 
Scholarship Fund.

August 4 
Essential Tremor Support 
Group
The Essential Tremor Support Group 
meets Tuesday, Aug. 4, at 11 a.m. at 
Baptist HealthPlace at Nocatee, 400 
Colonnade Drive, Suite 130, Ponte 
Vedra. Alaine Keebaugh will discuss 
recent research on cognition, mem-
ory and dementia risk in patients. 
RSVP to jkary@verizon.net.

August 7 
Nease Golden Panther 
Booster Club Gala
The Nease Golden Panther Booster 
Club hosts its annual gala Friday, 
Aug. 7, at St. Johns Golf and Country 
Club. Themed Legends: Honor-
ing Greatness, Fueling the Future, 
the event celebrates past athletic 
achievements and raises funds for 
future athletic programs. Buy tickets 
at neaseathletics.boosterhub.com/
event/16400.

August 8
“Finding Nemo” auditions
Christ Episcopal Church hosts audi-
tions for “Finding Nemo” Saturday, 
Aug. 8, at 9 a.m. in the choir room, 
400 San Juan Drive. The auditions 
are open to youth ages eight to 18. 
Participants should prepare a 16 bar 
song that showcases their personal-
ity and wear comfortable clothes for 
movement. Email Barbiekroberts@
gmail.com.

August 21
Savvy Job Hunters virtual 
workshop
The Savvy Job Hunters Ministry of 
Christ Episcopal Church hosts a free 
virtual workshop Friday, Aug. 21, 
from 10:30 a.m. to noon. Participants 
will learn how to use AI to formulate 

effective prompts, build a resume 
and prepare for job interviews. Email 
Pam Ottesen at savvyjobs@ccpvb.
org to register.

August 22
Ponte Vedra Writers 
meeting
The Ponte Vedra Writers host retired 
FBI Intelligence Analyst Gwen 
Goodrich Saturday, Aug. 22, at 11 a.m. 
at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library. Goodrich will discuss the 
Bureau’s history to help writers un-
derstand investigative approaches 
in her presentation, “The Real FBI: 
Behind the Scenes.”

August 22
Adult Comedy Night 
Nocatee hosts adult comedy night 
Saturday, Aug. 22, with showtimes 
from 5 p.m. to 6 p.m., 6:30 p.m. to 
7:30 p.m. and 8 p.m. to 9 p.m. in the 
Nocatee Room at Crosswater Hall. 
The event is for Nocatee residents 
only.

September 8
Bartram Trail Newcomers 
Club luncheon 
The Bartram Trail Newcomers Club 
kicks off its new year with a lun-
cheon Tuesday, Sept. 8, at 11 a.m. at 
St. Johns Golf and Country Club. Visit 
btnc.wildapricot.org for details.

Sept. 17 
America 250 Constitution 
Celebration
The Beaches communities celebrate 
the U.S. Constitution Tuesday, Sept. 
17, at 3 p.m. at the Seawalk Pavilion, 
75 First St. N., Jacksonville Beach. 
The free, nonpolitical event fea-
tures patriotic music, a Colonial 
Color Guard presentation and family 

friendly giveaways. Guest speaker 
Cindy Addison will present followed 
by a community bell ringing at 4 
p.m. Attendees should bring their 
own chairs.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

Weekdays COA THE 
PLAYERS Community 
Senior Center
The senior center at 175 Landrum 
Lane offers programs and activities. 
For details, call 904 209 3659 or visit 
coasjc.org.

Mondays, Wednesdays 
and Fridays Trout Creek 
Senior Center Activities
Trout Creek Senior Center, 6795 
Collier Road, offers senior activities 
starting at 9 a.m. with cards and 
games, followed by trivia or bingo 
before lunch at 11:30 a.m. Call Jes-
sica Curry at 904 209 3658.

Wednesdays Playing 
HOOKie 
This charity knitting and crochet 
group meets Wednesdays from 10 
a.m. to noon at Maple Street Biscuit 
Company, 1627 Race Track Road. 
Email playinghookiecares@gmail.
com.

Wednesdays Widow to 
Widow Support Group
The support group meets Wednes-
days from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. 
at the COA River House, 179 Marine 
St. Call 904 209 3655.Augustine, on 
Wednesdays from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 
p.m. Call 904-209-3655 for more 
information.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsAugustAugust Community Calendar

TAMMIE MCCLAFFERTY

  Partnering With Parents and Families
  Prioritizing Academic Excellence
   Instilling Character and Confidence  

in Our Kids
  Serve and Steward Taxpayers’ 

Resources Responsibly

VOTE
AUGUST 18

Paid for by  
Tammie Foore McClafferty for  
St. Johns County School Board, District 4

FOR ST. JOHNS COUNTY SCHOOL BOARD
DISTRICT 4

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME
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Q: When is the 2026 Primary Election?

A: Election Day for the 2026 Primary 
Election is Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2026. 
Polls will be open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and 
voters must vote at their assigned poll-
ing place. Some Election Day polling 
places have changed since the last elec-
tion. To find your polling place, check 
your voter information card or visit 
www.votesjc.gov.

Q: I’m registered with no party affili-
ation. Will I still be able to vote in the 
Primary Election?

A: The 2026 Primary Election includes 
two Universal Primary Contests that 
are open to all registered St. Johns 
County voters and will appear on all 
ballots, regardless of party affiliation: 
County Commission District 2 and 
County Commission District 4. Non-
partisan voters will also see a Circuit 
Judge race, and depending on their 
residence, a School Board Member race 
on their ballots. Several races will also 
be decided in the Primary Election and 
will not appear on the General Election 
ballot, making participation in this elec-
tion especially important.

Q: How do I know what’s on my bal-
lot?

A: Sample ballots have been mailed 
to all registered voters who have not 
requested a vote-by-mail ballot. To view 
your sample ballot online, visit www.
votesjc.gov and click My Voter Status.

Q: I have moved recently. Is it too late 
to update my registration?

A: No! To update your address online, 
visit www.votesjc.gov. If you are unsure 
if your record is up to date, use the My 
Voter Status tool to verify your infor-
mation. It is important to update your 
address before heading out to vote on 
Election Day to ensure you go to the 
right polling place the first time.

Q: I requested a vote-by-mail ballot. 
Can I still vote in person?

A: Yes, if you have not returned your 
vote-by-mail ballot, you can still vote in 
person.

Poll workers are required to ask a voter 
who was mailed a vote-by-mail ballot 
if they brought it to the polling place. 
If yes, the vote-by-mail ballot must be 
surrendered prior to voting. A vote-by-
mail ballot cannot be taken into the 
voting booth at the polling place!

Q&A with St. Johns County Supervisor  
of Elections Vicky OakesQ A&

Vicky Oakes

Q: As the new school year approach-
es, what message would you like to 
share with students and families?

A: We are excited to welcome both 
new and returning students when 
classes begin on August 10. Through-
out the summer, our principals, 
teachers, maintenance teams and 
support staff have been working hard 
to prepare classrooms, improve school 
campuses, participate in professional 
learning and ensure every school is 
ready to provide a positive learning 
environment from day one.

Q: The district recently received its 
state assessment and school grade 
results. What do those numbers tell 
you?

A: The results are something our entire 
community can be proud of. St. Johns 
County School District once again 
led the state in academic performance 
with an overall score of 910, up from 
882 last year. Forty schools earned 
an “A” grade, five received a “B” and 
one earned a “C.” Since district grades 
were first issued in 2004, St. Johns 
County has remained an “A” rated dis-
trict every year, making it one of only 
two districts in Florida to accomplish 
that distinction consistently.

Q: District 4 schools had another 
impressive year. What achievements 
stand out?

A: Our District 4 schools continue to 
rank among the highest-performing 
traditional public schools in Florida. 
Every International Baccalaureate 
Diploma candidate at Allen D. Nease 
High School earned an IB Diploma 
this year, while students at Ponte 
Vedra High School completed 3,226 
Advanced Placement exams with an 
outstanding 85% passing rate. These 
achievements reflect the dedication 
of our students and educators and 
continue to attract highly competitive 
colleges and universities to our com-
munity.

We’re also proud to recognize Nease 
High School’s ROTC program. Cadet 
Riley Willis was selected through 
Boys State to attend Boys Nation, an 
honor awarded to only two students 
in the entire state of Florida. Riley will 
represent Florida alongside student 
leaders from across the country in 
Washington, D.C. We also celebrated 
Nease High School for an exceptional 
year through its nationally recognized 
NJROTC program, which placed 
third in the nation at the 2026 Navy 
Junior ROTC National Champion-
ship.

Q: Beyond test scores and rankings, 
how do you define success?

A: While statewide rankings are cer-
tainly worth celebrating, our greatest 
measure of success is the growth our 
students make throughout the school 

year. Those learning gains are possible 
because of the strong partnership be-
tween students, teachers, staff, parents 
and volunteers. We remain committed 
to reviewing our data, refining instruc-
tion and creating opportunities that 
help every student reach their highest 
potential.

Q: What can families expect from 
the district’s newest schools?

A: This fall marks an exciting mile-
stone with the opening of Sabal Crest 
Academy and Magnolia Oaks Acad-
emy, our newest K-8 schools. Staff and 
contractors have worked throughout 
the summer to create welcoming 
campuses where students can thrive 
academically and socially.

Sabal Crest Academy, located in the 
Nocatee community, will be led by 
longtime Ponte Vedra educator Princi-
pal Tiffany Cantwell. There is tremen-
dous enthusiasm surrounding the new 
school, and we look forward to watch-
ing this school community grow.

Q: Is there anything new families 
should do before the first day of 
school?

A: Yes. Families who are enrolling a 
child in St. Johns County schools for 
the first time are encouraged to com-
plete the registration process as early 
as possible. Early enrollment helps 
schools plan staffing, organize class-
rooms and ensure every student has a 
smooth start on the first day.

Q: Finally, why is community sup-
port for public education so impor-
tant?

A: Strong public schools strengthen 
the entire community. They help 
attract businesses, support property 
values, prepare a skilled workforce, 
encourage civic engagement and 
contribute to a high quality of life. 
We are incredibly grateful for the 
continued support our community 
has shown our schools, including 
its support of the referendums that 
help provide outstanding educational 
opportunities for our students. To-
gether, we are investing in the future 
of St. Johns County.

Kelly Barrera

Q&A with St. Johns County School Board  
Member Kelly Barrera, District 4Q A&

VISIT US ONLINE!
www.floridanewsline.com

Q: With school starting back, what 
should residents know about traffic 
and safety?

A: It’s the end of summer vacation, and 
we all need to be on the lookout for kids 
getting ready for school and extra traffic, 
not just cars but e-bikes. I’m still work-
ing with Rep. Kim Kendall on updating 
e-bike legislation for the next term. A 
strong bill made it to the governor’s desk 
but wasn’t signed. Our team, along with 
the Sheriff’s Office, will revisit it when 
the legislative session begins again.

Q: What’s the latest on the A1A inter-
section changes?

A:  I recently met with Rep. Kim 
Kendall, FDOT’s Jim Knight and our 
team for a cooperative discussion on the 
proposed changes to A1A intersections. 
We’re gathering all the facts, and I want 
residents to know that the hundreds of 
emails we received were taken seriously. 
Mr. Knight is running through differ-
ent scenarios to help keep Ponte Vedra 
Beach’s character intact while creating a 
safer traffic corridor.

Q: What is the “Agricultural Enclave” 
development, and how can residents 
weigh in?

A: On the horizon is a possible “Ag-
ricultural Enclave” development just 
north of Nocatee Parkway and west of 
the Intracoastal Waterway, which would 
add roughly 4,400 residential homes to 
our area. The Board of County Com-
missioners (BCC) will determine at its 
Aug. 18 meeting whether the project 
qualifies. This is a new bill, and its 
future impact will be discussed. Your 
opinion matters: you can email me or 
come speak for three minutes during 
public comment at the BCC audito-
rium on Aug. 18.

Krista Joseph

Q&A with St. Johns County Commissioner 
Krista Joseph District 4Q A&

Vicky Oakes cont. on pg. 7
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Community Marketplace   
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

Call  904-607-5062

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

The CreekLine 
reaches your 
target market!
Get your business
in front of our readers!

Affordable Rates  Multi Issue Discounts  Complimentary Graphic Design

(904) 886-4919
We make advertising easy … Call today!
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AUTOS/MISC

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 800-245-0398

MISCELLANEOUS

TOP D OL L AR PAID  f o r 
o l d  v i n t a g e  g u i t a r s ! 
Gibson, Fender, Mar tin, 
Grecsch, Rickenbacker, 
Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s to 
1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes 
nationwide with one easy, 
a f fordable  buy in  the 
ADS Network! For more 
information www.com-
munitypublishers .com/
categor y/a l l -produc t s

Peace of mind & early 
detec t ion -  Now more 
than ever,  i t ’s  impor-
t a n t  to  g e t  s c re e n e d 
for Stroke & Cardiovas-
cular Disease risk . Life 
Line Screening is simple 
& painless. 833-970-4172

Need cash quickly? We buy 
houses in any condition. 
Get a fair cash offer within 
24 hours! Call today. Liz 
Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

End your tax worries to-
day.  Let us make your 
tax problem our priority. 
Scared, stuck with high 

tax amounts? Our A+ tax 
professionals can help. 
Free consultation. Prior-
i t y  Ta x  8 5 5 - 9 5 9 -2 2 6 7
Consumer Cellular - same 
reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers. 
No long-term contract or 
hidden fees, free activa-
tion. All plans unlimited 
talk & text starting at just 
$20/mo.  87 7-7 51 -0866
Become a published author. 
We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trust-
ed since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & 
distribution. Free author`s 
guide 87 7-729-4998 or 
dorrancein fo .com/ads
No more cleaning gut-
ters . Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter backed by no-clog 
guarantee & lifetime war-
ranty. Call 1-833-610-1936 to 
schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Military & Se-
niors get additional 10% off. 
Limited time. Restrictions 
apply, see rep for details.
Inflation at 40-year highs. 
Interest rates are up. Credit 
cards, medical bills, car 
loans. Have $10k+ in debt? 
Call National Debt Relief 
to f ind out how to pay 
off your debt for much 

less than you owe! Free 
q u o t e :  8 4 4 - 9 5 5 - 4 9 3 0

SunSetter. America’s Num-
ber One Awning! Instant 
shade at the touch of a 
button. Transform your 
deck or patio into an out-
door oasis. Up to 10-year 
l imited warranty.  Save 
$350 today! 855-914-1148

Home break-ins take less 
than 60 seconds. Don’ t 
wait! Protect your family, 
home, assets now for as lit-
tle as 70¢/day! 877-907-0316

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
1-day. Limited time, waving 
all installation costs! Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject 
to change & vary by dealer. 
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your 
home from pests safely. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Ro-
dent, Termite, Spiders & 
more. Locally owned & 
affordable. For service or 
inspection today! 877-916-

2103 Have zip code ready!
MobileHelp America’s pre-
mier mobile medical alert 
system. Home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No 
long term contracts, free 
brochure!  888-489-3936
Aging roof ? New home-
owner? Storm damage? You 
need a local expert provid-
er that proudly stands be-
hind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 877-461-0698 Have zip 
code ready when calling!
Water damage cleanup & 
restoration: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do 
repairs to protect your fam-
ily & home value! 877-318-
6832. Have zip code ready!
Professional lawn service: 
Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote. 
Ask about first applica-
tion special! 877-484-8583
DIRECTV Stream - Carries 

the most local MLB games! 
Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for 
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-
es. HBO Max included for 
3 mos w/Choice Package 
or higher. No contract or 
hidden fees! Restrictions 
apply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance f rom 
Physic ians Mutual  In-
surance Company. 400+ 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Free info kit! 855-
526-1060 www.dental-
50plus .com/ads #6258

Job Finder August:
Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living 
communities throughout the state of Florida. We’re always looking 
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current 
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers. 

Your Carefree Oasis of Luxury
Did you know that Starling operates four luxury senior

living communities in the Jacksonville area? Our

communities offer maintenance-free living with exquisite

amenities, including gourmet dining, a state-of-the-art

fitness center, and a serene heated pool. With meals and

transportation included in your rent, you can focus on

living your best life while we handle the rest. Call us today

to learn more and set up your personalized 1-on-1 tour!

(904) 822-9415

ALF# 13109

(904) 801-5270

ALF# 12734

(904) 337-6350

ALF# 12887

(904) 478-1772

Call 866-643-0438 to schedule
 your free quote today! *Terms & conditions apply 

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

America First 
Florida First 

St. Johns County First

VOTE Will 
McMullan

  End Overdevelopment

  Lower Taxes

   Build a Stronger 
Future

Paid for by Will McMullan, Republican, for  
St. Johns County Commission, District 2

Early Voting: August 8th – 15th 

Election Day: 
Tuesday, August 18th

WMcMullan.com 

Q: If I make a mistake on my ballot, 
can I get a new one?

A: Yes! If a voter makes a mistake on 
their first ballot, they are entitled to up 
to two additional replacement ballots. 
If you make a mistake while marking 
your ballot, you must return to the poll 
worker with your ballot in hand. A bal-
lot with a mistake on it returned to the 
poll worker is called a “spoiled ballot.”

To ensure a spoiled ballot cannot be 
counted, it must be physically altered. 
Before surrendering the spoiled bal-
lot, the poll worker will ask the voter 
to fold the ballot in half and tear the 
corner.

Q: Will there be law enforcement at 
my voting location to keep the work-
ers and voters safe?

A: All polling places in St. Johns 
County are assigned a team member 
called a Poll Deputy. At the completion 
of training, Poll Deputies are sworn in 
and deputized by the St. Johns County 
Sheriff’s Office. The deputy is the eyes 
and ears of law enforcement at the poll-
ing place: they are always present dur-
ing Early Voting and Election Day to 
maintain order and ensure a safe voting 
experience for St. Johns County voters.

Questions? Call the Elections Office 
at 904-823-2238, Monday through 
Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

My staff and I look forward to assisting 
you!

Vicky Oakes cont. from pg. 5
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Every gardener has done it. You spot 
a beautiful plant at the nursery, bring 
it home, nurture it for years, and then 
discover the very plant you’ve proudly 
shared with friends and neighbors is now 
considered invasive. Suddenly, that at-
tractive shrub or vine isn’t just decorating 
your landscape: it’s escaping into Florida’s 
natural areas.

If you have ever battled an invasive plant 
in your own yard, you already know why 
this matters.

I’ve had my share of invasive plants, 
sometimes unknowingly and, I’ll admit, 
sometimes because I was desperate for 
something, anything, to grow in a dif-
ficult spot. After repeated failures, wasted 
money and dwindling patience, the 
temptation of a vigorous, fast-growing 
plant can be hard to resist. Plants like air 
potato, golden bamboo and invasive Asian 
sword fern seem like the perfect solution, 
until they aren’t.

The problem goes far beyond creating 
a maintenance headache in your own 
landscape or becoming a nuisance for 
your neighbors. Invasive plants threaten 
Florida’s unique ecosystems by crowding 
out native species that provide food and 
shelter for wildlife. Left unchecked, they 
can completely alter natural habitats.

And invasive plants don’t spread only 
because we generously share cuttings with 
friends. Seeds and plant fragments are 
carried by birds, wind, water, insects and 
other wildlife. Before long, a plant that 
seemed perfectly behaved in one yard 
can establish itself in parks, preserves and 
forests miles away.

The photo above shows what can hap-
pen when invasive plants gain the upper 
hand. Native trees and shrubs become 
smothered beneath dense vines and ag-
gressive foliage. Over time, these invaders 
can weaken and eventually kill the plants 
that make Florida’s natural landscapes so 
beautiful and diverse.

Fortunately, a few minutes spent review-
ing the UF | IFAS Center for Aquatic 
and Invasive Plant Directory can save you 
years of frustration and help prevent ac-
cidental harm to Florida’s environment.

Connie Doyle writes The Good Earth, a gar-
dening column inspired by a lifelong passion 
for plants, nature, and the peaceful rhythm 
of the garden. With more time in retirement, 
she has been inspired to take that passion 
to the next level — learning, growing, and 
sharing with others in our community by 
way of earning her Master Gardener Certi-
fication. Connie can be reached by email to 
mail@floridanewsline.com.

GardeningGardening By Connie Doyle, 
Master Gardener UF/IFAS

Connie Doyle

The Good Earth: Could one 
of your favorite landscape 
plants be an escape artist? 

Photo courtesy Connie Doyle

904.823.2238 · www.votesjc.gov

2026 Primary Election
August 18, 2026

OPEN TO ALL REGISTERED VOTERS 
IN ST. JOHNS COUNTY

The deadline to request a vote-by-mail ballot
to be mailed is August 6, 2026, by 5 PM. Visit
www.votesjc.gov or call the Elections Office to
request your ballot.

Vote-by-mail ballots must be returned to the
Elections Office by 7 PM on Election Day, August
18, to be counted. Vote-by-mail ballots can also
be returned to Secure Ballot Intake Stations
available at all early voting locations during the
hours of voting.

Vote-by-Mail

Early Voting
August 8 - August 15, 2026

9 AM to 6 PM 
Daily at all early voting locations

For a map and list of locations, 
visit our website at www.votesjc.gov

Election Day
August 18, 2026

Polls open 7 AM to 7 PM
To vote on Election Day, you must go to your
assigned polling place between the hours of 7
AM and 7 PM on Tuesday, August 18, 2026.

Some precincts have changed since the last
election. Verify your Election Day polling place
at www.votesjc.gov before heading out to vote!

Know Before You Go
Visit www.votesjc.gov to get ELECTION READY:

View your sample ballot online
Find your polling place
Make your voting plan

Chris Thompson

 

904.380.2290 Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

chris.thompson@ampf.com

ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson

St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve

your goals

CFP®,CMFA ®, CRPC®

 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 

CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

NotFDICorNCUAInsured | NoFinancialInstitutionGuarantee | MayLoseValue

                                           

Todd Perkins

Private Wealth Advisor

Financial Advisor

VISIT US ONLINE!
www.floridanewsline.com


