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By Michele Oliver

For those looking to make new 
connections in the community, the 
Newcomers of North St. Johns of-
fers an opportunity to build lasting 
friendships and memories.

The local social club invites resi-
dents of St. Johns, Duval, Clay and 
Putnam counties to participate in a 
wide variety of activities. Whether 
an individual is new to the area or 
experiencing a lifestyle change such 
as retirement, they are welcome to 
join.

“Our members form lifelong friend-
ships with opportunities to get 
together at our monthly luncheon 
meetings with fun entertainment 
planned, engage in weekly card 
games and special day trips,” said co-
president Charlene Lim.

The organization’s calendar features 
several recreational interest groups.

“We also have a weekly golf game 
and monthly book club,” said co-
president Marta Maso. “Wherever 
your interests lie, you can find it all 
within Newcomers.”

The annual membership fee is $30, 
and the club's fiscal year begins July 
1. For more information, visit new-
comersofnorthstjohns.org.

Newcomers of North St. Johns members show off 
colorful hats at their May luncheon.

Join Newcomers 
of North St. Johns

A NEW ERA

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman 
editor@floridanewsline.com

A massive, six-year effort to modernize 
one of Northwest St. Johns County’s 
most established neighborhoods has 
officially crossed the finish line. On 
May 22, the Julington Creek Planta-
tion Board of Governors joined local 
residents to celebrate the grand open-
ing of The Tide Club, a sweeping $34 
million transformation of the com-
munity’s central aquatics complex and 
park.

‘Tide Club’ cont. on pg. 2

Photo courtesy Ervin Lovett Miller

The Tide Club at Julington Creek. 

By Al Kalter

Ray Berger has stepped into his new 
role as the president of the Rotary 
Club of Bartram Trail — Julington 
Creek for the 2026-27 year. Berger, 
who joined Rotary five years ago, 
recently spoke about his journey to 
leadership and what volunteering has 
meant to him.

“I believe it is our duty and responsi-
bility to help others when and where 

we can,” Berger said. “The fact that 
through Rotary we can do so locally, 
throughout the state and country, and 
indeed all around the globe is truly 
amazing.”

“After my sons headed off to col-
lege, I was looking for new avenues 
to volunteer. I was introduced to the 
Bartram Trail Rotary Club and was 
pleasantly surprised to find out they 
were doing the types of local service 
projects I would like to do — roadside 

cleanup in the community and build-
ing ramps for vets. It’s been a blessing 
to continue to volunteer in the com-
munity. It’s also introduced me to a 
variety of truly great service organiza-
tions in and around the community, 
and it has shown me how we can make 
a difference around the country and 
the world. Our club has participated in 
efforts for disaster relief as well as water 
projects in South America.”

Originally from Tampa, Berger has 

lived here in Northeast Florida since 
2005, where he has enjoyed raising his 
two sons to adulthood while coach-
ing youth sports teams, an activity he 
continues with to this day.

Berger graduated from Mercer Uni-
versity with dual degrees in finance 
and philosophy, then spent 26 years 
in corporate finance and accounting, 

Ray Berger takes the helm at Bartram Trail — Julington Creek Rotary 
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JCP $34M ‘Tide 
Club’ overhaul 
officially opens

Photo courtesy Ervin Lovett Miller

The Tide Club at Julington Creek, a $34 million transformation of the community’s aquatics complex and park, is now 
complete.
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3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial
Cremation Society

(904) 797-4990www.CraigFuneralHome.com 
(904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory
 Memorial Park

GAME DATES:
July 11, Aug 8, Sept 12

The Public is welcome!
Everyone 18 years old

and older is invited!

which provided him with the founda-
tions of financial assessment as well as 
strategies to help people attain long-
term financial goals. Six years ago, he 
used that background and became a 
financial advisor with Edward Jones. 
That firm is the national sponsor for 
the annual Walk to End Alzheimer's, 
and Berger is actively involved with 
the Jacksonville walk every year.

Berger’s one-year term as club presi-
dent began on July 1. When asked 
what goals he had for the year, he 
said, “My main goal is to continue the 
significant work our club has done 
when it comes to service. We want to 
be of assistance where we can have the 
most impact and where there is the 
greatest need. We want to continue to 
work with the local high schools to get 
young people involved in service.”

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail — 
Julington Creek meets the first three 
Thursday mornings of each month, 
from 7:30 — 8:30 a.m., at Westmin-
ster Woods on Julington Creek. Guests 
and prospective members are always 
welcome. More information can be 
found at bartramtrailrotary.org.

According to project details and 
coverage by the Jacksonville Busi-
ness Journal, the multimillion-dollar 
reinvestment was designed by Jackson-
ville-based architecture and planning 
firm ELM (Ervin Lovett Miller). The 
extensive overhaul is explicitly aimed 
at helping the mature, 30-year-old 
master-planned community stay com-
petitive against newer, rapidly growing 
developments sprouting up across St. 
Johns County.

What’s new at the JCP Amenity 
Center?

The centerpiece of the renovation 
replaces the neighborhood's aging 
water facilities with a highly upgraded, 
resort-style campus tailored to both 
longtime residents and incoming 
young families.

The new campus features significantly 
expanded pool facilities, including a 
resort-style family pool complete with 

two water slides, an expansive zero-
entry pool featuring interactive splash 
elements, a dedicated adult pool, and 
a brand-new 10-lane competition lap 
pool. Rising above the water is a new 
two-story, 10,762-square-foot mul-
tipurpose clubhouse. The building 
boasts a catering kitchen, community 
meeting spaces, and second-floor decks 
offering sweeping bird's-eye views of 
the pool deck below.

Dining and socializing also get a major 
upgrade with Tide & Tonic, a new 
4,100-square-foot poolside bar and 
grill equipped with covered outdoor 
dining that brings a true country-club 
feel directly to JCP. Just adjacent to the 
water, the neighborhood’s older play-
ground has been completely reimag-
ined into Treehouse Trails, an inclusive, 
ADA-accessible nature play area. This 
park highlights a multilevel treehouse 
structure, toddler play spaces, and an 
embankment slide surrounded by na-
tive landscaping.

Balancing JCP's multi-genera-
tional shift

The project addresses a distinct 
demographic shift occurring within 
the 5,700-home community in Fruit 
Cove.

"Some residents have raised their 
families at Julington Creek and are 
now aging — they have different needs 
and desires," noted ELM partner Steve 
Lovett in a statement regarding the lay-
out design. "At the same time, young 
families are looking for a place to call 
home, and it’s important that mature, 
established communities reinvest in 
themselves to attract the next genera-
tion."

By replacing facilities that had begun 
showing their age, the JCP Board of 
Governors hopes the Tide Club serves 
as an enduring social anchor that pre-
serves neighborhood property values 
for decades to come.

‘Tide Club’ cont. from pg. 1Ray Berger cont. from pg. 1
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Outgoing president Mitch Ross, left, passes the gavel 
of office to incoming president Ray Berger, symbolizing 
the transfer of leadership for the upcoming Rotary year 

beginning July 1. 

By Eddie Creamer 
St. Johns County Property Appraiser

A common question our 
office receives is, "If I rent 
my property, will I still 
be eligible for homestead 
exemption?" The answer 
is — it depends on the 
length of time the prop-
erty is rented.

Homestead exemption reduces the 
property tax burden for Florida 

homeowners by decreasing 
the taxable value of a home-
owner’s permanent residence. 
The homestead exemption 
total is now adjusted annually 
for inflation and changes each 
year. This year’s homestead 
exemption total is $51,411.

Florida statute allows home-
owners to rent their property 

for a short time without losing their 
homestead exemption. Renting a 
homesteaded property after Jan. 1 of 
any year does not affect the homestead 

exemption for tax purposes for that 
particular year unless the property 
is rented for more than 30 days per 
calendar year for two consecutive years. 
An additional Florida statute states 
that property rented for more than 
six months in any given tax year is 
presumed to be used for commercial 
purposes, which may affect a home-
owner’s eligibility for the exemption.

These rental limitations on homestead-
ed properties do not apply to members 
of the Armed Forces whose service 
requires them to reside away from their 
homesteaded property.

It is important to know that if a prop-
erty’s ownership changes to an LLC or 
other business entity, which commonly 
occurs with rental properties, the 
property will no longer be eligible for 
homestead exemption. All assessment 
limitation caps and exemptions associ-
ated with the homestead exemption 
will be removed.

Please contact our office before renting 
your homesteaded property so that we 
can provide guidance on the process. 
I’m available to answer questions or 
provide additional information at ed-
die@sjcpa.gov or 904-827-5500.

Eddie Creamer

Property rentals and homestead exemption

Visit us 
online

FloridaNewsLine.com
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Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST  

Over 35 Years Exp.
FL-5456A

— Tree Preservation — Plant Health Care — Insect & Disease Treatments

(904) 268-1017 
www.snipstree.com

LICENSED                                           INSURED

Splash into Summer
with a New Pool!

Free robotic cleaner with pool purchase.
 

 

 

 
(904)838-0553 

AIIAmericanPoolCo.com
 

We also specialize in resurfacing,
remodeling, equipment upgrades, and

more. 

CPC1458039

Expires 7/31/2026
Ranked #1 in Client 
Satisfaction among 
Advised Investors
Let’s work together to build a life you love.

edwardjones.com/findyourrich
Member SIPC

Contact me today.

JD Power 2026 U.S. Full Service Investor Satisfaction Study among Wealth Management Firms for Advised Investor 
Satisfaction, published March 2026, data as of January 2026. Compensation provided for using, not obtaining, the ranking. 
For JD Power 2026 award information, visit jdpower.com/awards. © 2026 Edward D. Jones & Co., L.P.  All rights reserved.

Heather L Wright
Financial Advisor
605 Sr 13n Ste 101
Fruit Cove, FL 32259
904-230-3385

Oticon INTENT™ helps your 
brain decipher intricate details of 
relevant sounds for better speech 
understanding with less effort 
and the ability to remember more.

Visit us online
FloridaNewsLine.com
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To submit items for the Community Calendar, email editor@
floridanewsline.com.

July 4 
Independence Day Celebration 
A classic community celebration and holiday marking 
Independence Day in the Julington Creek and First Coast 
area.
July 7 
Honeybee Quilters Guild meeting
The Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet Tuesday, July 7, 
at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Church of Christ, 12791 Old St. 
Augustine Road. Doors open at 6 p.m. to the right of 
the playground in the back. Program: Pool Noodle Quilt 
Sandwich Basting. Bring your Sew and Tell. New members 
and guests welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for more 
information.
July 11  
JCP Community Market
A free, dog-friendly community market will be held 
Saturday, July 11, at the Unity Church on Race Track Road. 
The market features food trucks, local small businesses 
and kids' activities.
July 11 
Bartram Trail Genealogy Club
The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club will meet Saturday, July 
11, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the Bartram Trail Public Library, 60 
Davis Pond Blvd., Fruit Cove. The topic will be discussion 

of patriots and their military service, as well as brick wall 
solutions. All are welcome to join. For more information, 
contact Gary Inglish via the Bartram Trail Genealogy Club 
Facebook page.
July 13-17  
Kids' Summer Camps
Weekly creative and safety camps are available 
throughout July, including the Warrior Girls Summer Camp 
(July 13-17) and themed painting camps at Painting with a 
Twist in Jacksonville.
July 28 
CDD Board of Supervisors Meeting
The monthly public meeting of the Community 
Development District Board of Supervisors will be held 
Tuesday, July 28, at 6 p.m. in the Grand Oaks Room at the 
Recreation Center to discuss local district matters.
July Kids' Summer Camps
Weekly creative and safety camps are available 
throughout July, including the Warrior Girls Summer Camp 
(July 13-17) and themed painting camps at Painting with a 
Twist in Jacksonville.
Aug. 18 
SJSO Citizen Law Enforcement Academy
The St. Johns County Sheriff 's Office is accepting 
applications for the fall Citizen Law Enforcement Academy 
beginning Monday, Aug. 18. The 11-week program meets 
Tuesday nights for approximately three hours. Participants 

must attend a minimum of eight of the 10 sessions and 
pass a comprehensive background check. Apply at sjso.
org/citizen-academy/.
Sept. 19-20 
St. Johns County Master Gardener Fall Plant Sale
The St. Johns County Master Gardener Fall Plant Sale will 
be held Saturday-Sunday, Sept. 19-20, from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
at the St. Johns County Extension Office, 3125 Agricultural 
Center Dr., St. Augustine. The sale will feature landscape 
plants, houseplants and vegetable seedlings. Tours of the 
Demonstration Gardens on property will also be offered. 
For more information, visit sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/stjohns/.
Ongoing Activities 
Al-Anon/Alateen Meetings
Free confidential support groups for family and friends 
of those affected by someone else's drinking meet 
Wednesdays from 7:30 to 8:30 p.m. at Swiss Cove 
Christian Church, 1965 State Road 13, St. Johns. Meetings 
are held on the second floor; elevator available.
Preschool Reading Volunteers Needed
RSVP of St. Johns County is looking for volunteers to 
read with preschool students once per week at a local 
childcare center or school classroom. Openings are 
available in various parts of St. Johns County. Just one 
hour per week can help open the world of reading to 
young students and get them excited about school. For 
more information, email Cheryl.Freeman@stjohns.k12.fl.us 
or call (904) 547-3952. 

JCE Camp Sigma Registration 
Registration is now open for JCE Camp Sigma 2026, "Mas-
tering BOOMER SKILLS in a GEN ALPHA World!" For more 
information or to register, call 904-547-7983.

Open Game Play
Join the Council on Aging (COA) River House, 179 Marine 
St., St. Augustine, for open game play on Thursdays from 
12:15 p.m. to 3:15 p.m. Bring your own cards or board 
games. Email tharris@coasjc.org for more information.

Trout Creek Senior Center Activities
The Trout Creek Senior Center, 6795 Collier Road, Orange-
dale, offers activities for seniors on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings. Cards, crafts and games begin at 
9 a.m., followed by trivia, bunco or bingo before lunch 
at 11:30 a.m. Contact Jessica Curry at 904-209-3658 for 
details.

Playing HOOKie 
This charity-focused knitting and crochet group meets 
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to noon at Maple Street 
Biscuit Company, 1627 Race Track Road, St. Johns. For 
more information, email playinghookiecares@gmail.com.

Widow to Widow Support Group
A support group for widows is held at the COA River 
House, 179 Marine St., St. Augustine, on Wednesdays 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Call 904-209-3655 for more 
information.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. Johns
Community CalendarJulyJuly

Autos/Misc

Donate Your Car to Veter-
ans Today! Help and Sup-
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ib le .  Ca l l  800-24 5-0398

Miscellaneous

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vin-
tage guitars! Gibson, Fender, 
Mar tin,  Grecsch, Ricken-
backer, Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes 
nationwide with one easy, 
affordable buy in the ADS 
Network! For more information 
www.communitypublishers.
com/category/all-products

Peace of mind & early de-
tection - Now more than 
ever, it ’s important to get 
screened for Stroke & Car-
diovascular Disease risk . 
Life Line Screening is simple 
& painless. 833-970-4172

Need cash quickly? We buy 
houses in any condition. 
Get a fair cash offer with-
in 24 hours! Call today. Liz 
Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

Portable oxygen concentrator 
may be covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence & mo-
bility w/the compact design 
& long-lasting battery. Inogen 

One free info kit! 877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular - same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as large carriers. No long-term 
contract or hidden fees, free 
activation. All plans unlim-
ited talk & text starting at 
just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, production, 
promotion & distribution. Free 
author`s guide 877-729-4998 
or dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter backed 
by no-clog guarantee & life-
time warranty. Call 1-833-
610-1936 to schedule FREE 
inspection/estimate. Get 15% 
off your entire order. Military 
& Seniors get additional 10% 
off. Limited time. Restrictions 
apply, see rep for details.

Inflation at 40-year highs. 
Interest rates are up. Credit 
cards, medical bills, car loans. 
Have $10k+ in debt? Call Na-
tional Debt Relief to find out 
how to pay off your debt for 
much less than you owe! 
Free quote: 844-955-4930

Don't let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the solution 
for anyone who struggles on 

the stairs, concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home.  
AmeriGlide 833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less 
than 60 seconds. Don't wait! 
Protect your family, home, 
assets now for as little as 
7 0 ¢ / d a y !  8 7 7- 9 0 7- 0 3 1 6

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as li tt le as 
1-day. Limited time, waving 
all installation costs! Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject 
to change & vary by dealer. 
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your 
home f rom pests safely. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, 
Termite, Spiders & more. Local-
ly owned & affordable. For ser-
vice or inspection today! 877-
916-2103 Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America's pre-
mier mobile medical alert 
system. Home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No 
long term contracts, free 
brochure!  888-489-3936

Aging roof? New homeowner? 
Storm damage? You need a lo-
cal expert provider that proud-
ly stands behind their work.  

Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available. 877-461-0698 Have 
zip code ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & 
restoration: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do re-
pairs to protect your fam-
ily & home value! 877-318-
6832. Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn service: 
Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote. 
Ask about f i rs t  appl ica-
tion special! 877-484-8583

DIRECTV Stream - Carries 
the most local MLB games! 
Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for 
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-
es. HBO Max included for 
3 mos w/Choice Package 
or higher. No contract or 
hidden fees! Restrictions 
apply.  IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. 400+ procedures. 
Real dental insurance - not 
a discount plan. Free info 
kit! 855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Job Finder July:
Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living 
communities throughout the state of Florida. We're always looking 
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current 
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers. 

Call 866-643-0438 to schedule
 your free quote today! *Terms & conditions apply 

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Chris Thompson

 

904.380.2290 Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

chris.thompson@ampf.com

ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson

St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve

your goals

CFP®,CMFA ®, CRPC®

 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 

CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

NotFDICorNCUAInsured | NoFinancialInstitutionGuarantee | MayLoseValue

                                           

Todd Perkins

Private Wealth Advisor

Financial Advisor

Cash only 2892 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville FL 32223

PLANT
SALE

Friday, August 1st 9am-2pm
Saturday, August 2nd 9am-2pm
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A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care  I  Rehab & Therapy  I  Senior Living  I  Adult Day

Living Forward 

904.260.1818  I  rivergarden.org

Physical Therapy That Keeps Seniors Well-Tuned
Whether you or a loved one is recovering from an accident 

or proactively strengthening balance to prevent falls,  
our ensemble of skilled therapists can help. 

Our top-rated program, talented team and state-of-the-art 
gym create a symphony of support that fosters  

recovery and well-being.

Let River Garden help you embrace your encore.  

NewsLine staff

The Friends of the Bartram Trail Pub-
lic Library will offer a series of SAT 
and ACT preparation classes begin-
ning this August.

Classes will be held Aug. 13 and 20, 
and Sept. 3, 10 and 17. Registration 
begins July 1. Each class lasts one 
hour and 15 minutes, and students 
may register for either or both series. 
The SAT classes will run from 5 to 
6:15 p.m., followed by the ACT 
classes from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m.

The curriculum includes two English 
and reading sessions and two math 
sessions. Following a practice test 
completed at home, the fifth and final 
session will feature a review from 5 

to 6:15 p.m. for English and read-
ing, and from 6:30 to 7:45 p.m. for 
math. Students must bring their own 
calculators and purchase a specific 
review book.

Each five-session series costs $50, or 
$100 to attend both. Proceeds are 
considered donations and will be 
used to fund all programming at the 
Bartram Trail Public Library.

Each class series is capped at 30 stu-
dents. The deadline to register is Aug. 
11, unless the cap is reached earlier.

More information and registration 
details are available on flyers at the 
library, by visiting bartramtrailfol.org/
satact-classes, or by emailing Phyllis 
Macy at macyp17@yahoo.com.

SAT, ACT Prep classes offered at 
Bartram Trail Library

49,000 copies 
printed and distributed through all

St. Johns County Schools

Coming in August!

This publication sells out quickly! 
Reserve your space today!

Call (904) 886-4919

Our annual

Reach your target market!
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Your Carefree Oasis of Luxury
Did you know that Starling operates four luxury senior

living communities in the Jacksonville area? Our

communities offer maintenance-free living with exquisite

amenities, including gourmet dining, a state-of-the-art

fitness center, and a serene heated pool. With meals and

transportation included in your rent, you can focus on

living your best life while we handle the rest. Call us today

to learn more and set up your personalized 1-on-1 tour!

(904) 822-9415

ALF# 13109

(904) 801-5270

ALF# 12734

(904) 337-6350

ALF# 12887

(904) 478-1772

JULY 17  •  4 – 7 PM
Kick back with classic all-American country  

hits and delicious summer fare at HarborChase!  
Enjoy live performances, farm-to-table summer bites 

prepared by our talented chefs.

SUMMER Concert Series SUMMER Concert Series SUMMER Concert Series 

BRING FRIENDS, FAMILY, AND NEIGHBORS!

Come for the music,  
stay for the flavors and fun. 
Mandarin  |  (904) 584-9817

Q: When is the 2026 
Primary Election?

A: The 2026 Primary 
Election will be held on 
Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2026. 
Polls will be open from 7 
a.m. to 7 p.m. On Elec-
tion Day, voters must vote 
at their assigned polling 
place. Early voting will 
be available from Saturday, Aug. 8, 
through Saturday, Aug. 15, from 9 
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily at all locations. 
A list of early voting locations will be 
available 30 days prior to the election 
at votesjc.gov. During early voting, 
voters may vote at any location.

Q: Is there a deadline for registering 
to vote or changing my party for the 
2026 Primary Election?

A: Yes. The deadline to register to vote 
or change your party affiliation for the 
2026 Primary Election is Monday, July 
20, 2026. To register to vote or change 

your party affiliation online, 
visit votesjc.gov.

Q: Do I need to be registered 
in a political party to vote?

A: Florida is a closed primary 
state, which means only voters 
who are registered members 
of a political party may vote 
for that party's candidates in a 

primary election. Voters without party 
affiliation are not eligible to vote for 
party candidates in a primary election. 
The exception to this is the Universal 
Primary Contest. The races for County 
Commission Districts 2 and 4 are 
Universal Primary Contests for the 
Aug. 18, 2026, Primary Election. This 
means all registered St. Johns County 
voters are eligible to vote in these two 
races, regardless of party affiliation.

Q: Have the candidates filed to run 
for office?

A: Yes. Candidate qualifying ended on 

Q&A with St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections Vicky OakesQ A&

Vicky Oakes

June 12, 2026, and the ballot for the 
2026 Primary Election has been set.

Q: How can I find out who will be 
on my ballot?

A: A sample ballot will be mailed to 
every registered St. Johns County voter 
approximately three weeks before the 
election. In mid-July, voters can also 
view their sample ballot online by 
using the “My Voter Status” tool at 
votesjc.gov. A complete list of can-
didates on the 2026 Primary Elec-
tion ballot, along with the full list of 
qualified candidates, is also available at 
votesjc.gov.

Q: When will vote-by-mail ballots be 
mailed?

A: Vote-by-mail ballots will first be 
mailed July 2, 2026, to overseas and 
military voters. Ballots for all other 
voters who have requested a vote-by-
mail ballot will begin mailing in mid-
July. The deadline to request a vote-by-
mail ballot to be mailed is Thursday, 
Aug. 6, 2026, by 5 p.m.

Q: If I voted by mail in 2024, do I 
need to make another request to vote 
by mail in 2026?

A: Yes. All vote-by-mail requests 
expired after the 2024 General Elec-
tion. If you wish to vote by mail in 
2026, you must submit a new request. 
Visit votesjc.gov to request a vote-by-
mail ballot. You can also use the “My 
Voter Status” tool to confirm you have 
a vote-by-mail request on file and to 
track the status of your ballot. Com-
pleted vote-by-mail ballots must be 
returned to the Elections Office by 7 
p.m. on Election Day to be counted. 
Secure Ballot Intake Stations will be 
available at all early voting locations 
during the hours of early voting.

Q: Where can I find more informa-
tion about the 2026 Primary Elec-
tion?

A: The St. Johns County Citizen’s 
Guide to the 2026 Primary and Gen-
eral Elections was mailed to all resi-
dential addresses in St. Johns County 
in mid-June and includes important 
information about the upcoming elec-
tions. Be sure to check your mailbox.

If you have additional questions, con-
tact the St. Johns County Supervisor 
of Elections Office at 904-823-2238, 
Monday through Friday, from 8:30 
a.m. to 5 p.m. We’re here to help.
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Moms and babies need 
special types of care

We deliver both 
at Baptist South

Scan to see what makes delivering  
at Baptist South so exceptional.

Exceptional care for one of life’s biggest moments
At Baptist Medical Center South, we’re proud to offer a maternity experience that brings comfort, 
safety and expertise together in one place for moms and babies. 

Our modern maternity suites are carefully and thoughtfully designed so you and your 
baby can enjoy the highest standards of quality, safety and comfort during your stay. 
With features like a maternity concierge service, your experience is designed to 
feel more like a retreat than a hospital. 

And, moms who deliver at Baptist South can feel confident knowing their local 
community hospital has earned a Level III NICU designation. This means that 
Baptist South can care for infants born as early as 28 weeks and as small as 
1,000 grams (approximately 2.2 lbs.).  

When you’re ready, we want to be a part of your story. We’re excited to welcome 
you to the Baptist South family. 

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles
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Advancing health care 
in a region on the rise.

UF Health is bringing a world-class health care experience to Durbin Park. Our 
new 42.5-acre campus features a state-of-the-art hospital, six operating rooms 
and the medical specialties your family needs, delivered with the exceptional, 
compassionate care that is a UF Health hallmark. And should your medical 
issue require highly specialized care, you’ll have access to the internationally 
renowned expertise of UF Health, one of the Southeast’s most comprehensive 
academic health centers.

Visit UFHealth.org/DurbinPark to learn more.

OPENING EARLY FALL 2026

Scan to learn more about 
construction progress.


