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By Tatyana Kovaleva

Now that the school year is over and 
the new one has not started yet, it 
seems like a great time to remember 
some of the good things that hap-
pened at school with the commu-
nity’s help.

The biggest fundraising events, 
Boosterthon and Online Action, 
brought $85,944 to PES, allowing 
for new metal cabinets for class-
rooms, a digital marquee to be in-
stalled over the summer, and money 
for classroom accounts that teach-
ers use to buy extra materials. This 
money also helped to provide small 
hospitality events for the teachers 
and staff twice a month, as well as 
various family events, but that is not 
all!

A portion of these funds goes back 
to the community through the 
Bounty program, which supports 
more than 60 kids in need yearly. 
The Bounty bags provide kids with 

Photo courtesy Palencia Elementary PTO

A Palencia Elementary student visits HoneyBee, a 
juvenile green sea turtle recovering at the Sea Turtle 

Hospital of UF Health Whitney Lab.

Palencia Elementary 
community outreach

Palencia cont. on pg. 2

Photos courtesy St. Johns County Education Foundation

Local Equitable Advisors Team Members congratulate Rookie of the Year Ashley Vizcarra.

BREAKING GROUND

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman 
editor@floridanewsline.com

Outreach Education unveiled 
Kingsminster, a new independent K-8 
Christian school, at a groundbreaking 
and brand-reveal ceremony Tuesday, 
June 9, in Ponte Vedra, announcing 
that construction has begun on an 11-
acre campus in St. Johns County.

The school is projected to open in 
August 2027, starting with kindergar-
ten through seventh grade and add-

ing eighth grade the following year. 
Kingsminster plans to open with an 
inaugural class of about 250 students, 
with capacity to eventually serve 
roughly 800, officials said.

Outreach Education is a Florida-based 
educational management and develop-
ment company that provides opera-
tional, financial and facility support 
to charter and independent schools. 
The founding organization behind 
Kingsminster, it will also handle the 
school’s back-office operations, includ-

ing human resources, facilities manage-
ment and financial support, freeing 
school leadership to focus on students 
and academics, according to the com-
pany.

The campus will be built on land leased 
from St. Francis-in-the-Field Episco-
pal Church at 895 Palm Valley Road, 
according to an announcement earlier 
this year. Plans call for 78,000 square 
feet of new facilities, including an aca-

Breaking Ground cont. on pg. 2

Photo courtesy Kingsminster

A rendering of the K-8 campus coming to Ponte Vedra. 

Faith, demand and $35M fuel new Ponte Vedra school

First Coast YMCA honors military families with annual Back-to-School Bash
NewsLine staff

As families across Northeast Florida 
prepare for the start of a new school 
year, the YMCA of Florida’s First 
Coast (FCYMCA) is giving back to 
those who serve our country through 
its annual Military Appreciation Day 
Back-to-School Bash, according to a 
recent release.

This free event is open to active-duty 
service members, veterans and their 
families. It will take place Saturday, 
July 25, from 10 a.m.-noon at the 
Brooks Family YMCA, Dye Clay Fam-

ily YMCA, Williams Family YMCA, 
Winston Family YMCA, YMCA 
at Baptist North, YMCA at Flagler 
Health Village, YMCA at Wildlight 
and VyStar Credit Union in Neptune 
Beach.

Designed to help ease the financial 
burden that often comes with back-to-
school shopping, the Military Back-
to-School Bash will provide backpacks 
filled with school supplies to military 
children while supplies last, the release 
said. Photo courtesy First Coast YMCA

First Coast YMCA volunteers distribute backpacks filled with school supplies to military children during a previous 
Military Appreciation Day Back-to-School Bash. This year’s event is set for July 25.YMCA cont. on pg. 7
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food for every weekend and long 
break, clothing, and other necessities. 
It also ensures the kids receive holiday 
gifts and tickets to school events. It 
costs around $300 a year to sponsor 
one child, and the community help is 
invaluable! We are very grateful when 
local businesses or social groups cover 
some of the kids’ needs, as it makes it 
possible to do a little more for them.

Our student-led community service 
event, “Be the Change”, raised $1,028 
this year. All proceeds benefited a ju-
venile green sea turtle at the Sea Turtle 

Hospital of UF Health Whitney Lab. 
HoneyBee was found ashore, lethargic 
in Daytona, and the kids have donated 
their own piggy bank money to help 
her in rehabilitation. PES got an of-
ficial Adoption Certificate and receives 
monthly updates on the turtle’s healing 
progress.

PTO volunteer Brooke Paarlberg said 
the project empowers students to see 
how small acts can create a big impact. 
“By collecting spare change, students 
learn that everyone can contribute to a 
cause greater than themselves, regard-
less of age or financial means,” she 
said. “When students work together 
toward a common goal, they experience 

firsthand how a community can make 
positive change.”

Students also gained awareness of the 
challenges sea turtles face while devel-
oping compassion, responsibility and 
a sense of civic engagement, Paarlberg 
noted. “The symbolic adoption of a sea 
turtle provides a tangible connection to 
the impact of their efforts and helps in-
spire future environmental responsibil-
ity,” she said. “Just as every coin helps 
protect a sea turtle, every act of kind-
ness and service helps make our school 
and community stronger. Together, we 
can truly ‘Be the Change.’”

One of the projects did not involve any 

actual fundraising. Our yearly col-
laboration with Goodwill’s “Bag It Up” 
Drive is a win-win situation: Goodwill 
received 17 bins of goods to support 
sustainability, PES received $2,500 for 
school operations, and our local com-
munity received a convenient opportu-
nity to do the spring cleaning without 
leaving the neighborhood. We are very 
grateful that many Palencia residents, 
even those without kids at school, took 
part in this event.

These are just some examples of Palen-
cia Elementary community outreach, 
and none would be possible without 
your help! Not all the heroes wear 
capes; some wear PES t-shirts!

PALENCIA cont. from pg. 1

demic building, a chapel, a competition gymnasium, 
a full-size soccer field, a six-lane track and multiple 
playgrounds and outdoor gathering spaces, according 
to Outreach Education.

The project is unfolding in phases, according to the 
school’s website. Construction is currently underway 
following months of site development, design work 
and early investor outreach. The second half of 2026 
will focus on building out the academic program, 
athletics master plan and founding faculty pipeline. 
Final preparations, admissions events and a commu-
nity preview are planned for early 2027 ahead of the 
grand opening.

Jack Hall, founding executive director, brings more 
than three decades of independent school leadership 
experience, including serving as head of school at 
The Walker School from 2011 to 2022. Hall said the 
school will also enforce a strict no-phone policy and 
reduced screen time.

Tuition is projected to average about $19,000 a year, 
with kindergarten through fifth grade estimated 
at approximately $18,500 and grades 6-8 at ap-
proximately $20,000, the school said. Kingsminster 
intends to accept Step Up Scholarships and other eli-
gible voucher programs. Those scholarships are valued 
at approximately $9,000 per student, which at full 
enrollment would represent an estimated $7.2 mil-
lion in state funding directed to the school, according 
to Outreach Education. Hall said roughly 6% to 10% 
of the operating budget will go toward financial aid 
for families who cannot cover remaining costs.

Families interested in Kingsminster can visit 
kingsminsterpv.com for more information and to join 
an interest list.

Breaking Ground cont. from pg. 1

Photo courtesy Kingsminster

Kingsminster’s architectural style is described as modern Gothic. 

Photo courtesy Kingsminster

Photo courtesy Kingsminster

Rendering of lobby of Kingsminster K-8 school.
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions  above 
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw  the BFF contest in First Coast NewsLine. 

Your pet could be our BFF  of the month and appear in First Coast NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF
Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend

of the monthof the month

Breed: 

Mini Labradoodle 

Favorite activity: 

Long walks on Neptune and 

Atlantic Beach followed by lunch 

at Sliders or Joseph’s

Favorite food: 

Pup Cup from McDonald’s on 

Fridays

Favorite friend: 

Mommy and Daddy

How did your BFF get his name: 

She is as cuddly as a teddy bear.

Meet Teddy!
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Community news and photos are due by the 10th of each month to 
ensure inclusion in the upcoming issue. Thank you for your support 

of trusted community journalism.
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To submit items for the Community Calen-
dar, email editor@floridanewsline.com.

July 7 
Vicar’s Landing Boutique and 
Cottage Sale
The monthly Vicar ’s Landing Boutique 
and Cottage sale will be held Tuesday, 
July 7, from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. The bou-
tique sale will feature jewelry including 
14-karat and 18-karat gold, sterling silver, 
and costume and designer pieces, along 
with knick-knacks (including many $1 
items) and framed and unframed art 
in the hall. The monthly Vicar ’s Cottage 
sale will include antiques, household 
items, home furnishings and decorative 
art. The public is welcome. Signs at the 
entrance of the main Vicar ’s Landing-
Sawgrass Community Building will point 
the way to all shopping venues. Cash or 
checks only. Every penny of the proceeds 
benefits the Vicar ’s Employee Scholar-
ship Fund.

July 7
Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club 
Social
The Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club will host 
its July Purely Social on Tuesday, July 7, 
from 5:30 to 7:30 p.m. at Marriott Sawgrass, 
1000 Tournament Players Club Blvd., Ponte 
Vedra Beach. The casual event is free for 
members and $10 for guests. For more 
information and to register, visit ponteve-
drawomansclub.com.

July 18 
Nocatee Farmers Market: 
Gatorland
The Nocatee Farmers Market will feature a 
“Gatorland” theme on Saturday, July 18, from 
10 a.m. to 1 p.m. at Nocatee Station Field. 
The event is open to the public.

July 19 
Memory Café
River Garden will host Memory Café on 
Sunday, July 19, from 1 p.m. to 2:30 p.m. at 
11401 Old St. Augustine Road. Caregivers 
are invited to bring a loved one with a 
mild cognitive impairment or early stage 
Alzheimer’s disease to the Memory Café 
where they will enjoy stimulating activities 
that include art, music and movement and 
have the opportunity to socialize with new 
people. Please note this is an opportunity 
for both parties to enjoy support. Drop-offs 
are not permitted. There is no cost and 
RSVP is requested. Please visit shorturl.at/
q8kgR or contact Kari Bell at 904-288-7855 
or kbell@rivergarden.org.

July 24 
Fleetwood Mac Tribute Night
Nocatee will host Fleetwood Mac Tribute 
Night on Friday, July 24, from 6:30 to 8:30 
p.m. at Nocatee Station Field. The event is 
open to Nocatee residents and their guests.

July 25
Christmas in July Market
The Christmas in July Market will take 
place Saturday, July 25, from 5 to 8 p.m. at 

Nocatee Station Field. The shopping event 
is open to the public.

July 28 
Snake & Gator Safety 
Presentation
Nocatee will host a Snake and Gator Safety 
Presentation on Tuesday, July 28, from 6:30 
to 8 p.m. in the Nocatee Room at Crosswa-
ter Hall. This educational seminar is open to 
Nocatee residents only.

July 31 
Nocatee Food Truck Friday
Nocatee will host Food Truck Friday 
on Friday, July 31, from 5:30 to 8 p.m. at 
Nocatee Station Field. The event is open to 
the public.

Sept. 17 
America 250! Constitution 
Celebration
The Beaches communities will celebrate 
the U.S. Constitution on Tuesday, Sept. 17, at 
3 p.m. at the Seawalk Pavilion, 75 1st St. N., 
Jacksonville Beach. The free, nonpolitical 
event features patriotic music by local high 
school students, a Colonial Color Guard 
presentation by the Sons of the American 
Revolution, and family-friendly giveaways. 
Guest speaker Cindy Addison, Historian 
General for the National Society Daughters 
of the American Revolution, will present, 
followed by a coordinated community 
bell-ringing at 4 p.m. Sponsored by local 
DAR chapters Jean Ribault and Ponte Vedra, 
alongside the City of Jacksonville Beach. 
Attendees should bring their own chairs.

ONGOING ACTIVITIES

COA THE PLAYERS Community 
Senior Center
COA’s THE PLAYERS Community Senior Cen-
ter, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra Beach, 
offers a variety of programs and activities 
for seniors. Most activities are weekly and 
begin on June 2. The center is closed Friday, 
June 19, for the Juneteenth holiday. For more 
information, call (904) 209-3659 or visit 
coasjc.org/ponte-vedra-center.

Trout Creek Senior Center 
Activities
The Trout Creek Senior Center, 6795 Collier 
Road, Orangedale, offers activities for 
seniors on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings. Cards, crafts and games begin 
at 9 a.m., followed by trivia, bunco or bingo 
before lunch at 11:30 a.m. Contact Jessica 
Curry at 904-209-3658 for details.

Playing HOOKie
This charity-focused knitting and crochet 
group meets every Wednesday from 10 a.m. 
to noon at Maple Street Biscuit Company, 
1627 Race Track Road, St. Johns. For more 
information, email playinghookiecares@
gmail.com.

Widow to Widow Support 
Group
A support group for widows is held at 
the COA River House, 179 Marine St., St. 
Augustine, on Wednesdays from 11:45 a.m. 
to 12:45 p.m. Call 904-209-3655 for more 
information.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsJulyJuly Community Calendar

Planet Granite Countertops
Free Estimate for Kitchen, 
Baths and Outdoor 
Kitchen countertops

Contact Today:
Sam Martin 904-483-6153

planet
planetgranitejax.com

granite@aol.com

Installing countertops since 2007.

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

The Beaches communities celebrate Constitution
NewsLine staff

The Beaches communities will come 
together Sept. 17 at 3 p.m. for a spirited 
celebration of the United States Con-
stitution as part of the nationwide 
America 250! observance, according to 
a recent release.

The nonpolitical event, “America 250! 
The Beaches Communities Celebrate 
the Constitution,” is free and open to 
the public and will be held at Seawalk 
Pavilion, 75 N. First St., in Jacksonville 
Beach, the release said.

This special community celebration 
is sponsored by the Jean Ribault and 
Ponte Vedra chapters of the Daughters 
of the American Revolution and the 
City of Jacksonville Beach.

Community members of all ages are 
invited to gather for an afternoon of 
patriotic music, history and fellowship, 
the release noted. The program will fea-
ture patriotic musical performances by 
local high school students, a Colonial 
Color Guard presentation by the Sons 
of the American Revolution and family-
friendly giveaways.

At 4 p.m., in a powerful moment of 
unity, the celebration will pause as 
participants join churches throughout 
the Beaches communities in ringing 
bells to commemorate the signing of 
the Constitution on Sept. 17, 1787. 
This coordinated bell-ringing will echo 
the spirit of the nation’s founding and 
honor the enduring principles of liberty 
and self-governance enshrined in the 
Constitution, according to the release.

The guest speaker is Cindy Addison, 
historian general for the National Society 
Daughters of the American Revolution.

The event is part of the broader America 
250! initiative marking the 250th an-
niversary of America’s founding and 
celebrating the documents and ideals 
that continue to shape the nation, the 
release said.

Residents, visitors, families, veterans, 
students and civic groups are encour-
aged to attend. Bring a chair, bring a 
friend, and join in the celebration of the 
Constitution and the enduring promise 
of America.
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Q: When is the 2026 Primary Elec-
tion?

A: The 2026 Primary Election will be 
held on Tuesday, Aug. 18, 2026. Polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. to 7 p.m. 
On Election Day, voters must vote 
at their assigned polling place. Early 
voting will be available from Saturday, 
Aug. 8, through Saturday, Aug. 15, 
from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily at all loca-
tions. A list of early voting locations 
will be available 30 days prior to the 
election at votesjc.gov. During early 
voting, voters may vote at any loca-
tion.

Q: Is there a deadline for registering 
to vote or changing my party for the 
2026 Primary Election?

A: Yes. The deadline to register to vote 
or change your party affiliation for 
the 2026 Primary Election is Monday, 
July 20, 2026. To register to vote or 
change your party affiliation online, 
visit votesjc.gov.

Q: Do I need to be registered in a 
political party to vote?

A: Florida is a closed primary state, 
which means only voters who are 
registered members of a political party 
may vote for that party’s candidates 
in a primary election. Voters without 
party affiliation are not eligible to vote 
for party candidates in a primary elec-
tion. The exception to this is the Uni-
versal Primary Contest. The races for 
County Commission Districts 2 and 4 
are Universal Primary Contests for the 
Aug. 18, 2026, Primary Election. This 
means all registered St. Johns County 
voters are eligible to vote in these two 
races, regardless of party affiliation.

Q: Have the candidates filed to run 
for office?

A: Yes. Candidate qualifying ended on 
June 12, 2026, and the ballot for the 
2026 Primary Election has been set.

Q: How can I find out who will be 
on my ballot?

A: A sample ballot will be mailed to 
every registered St. Johns County 
voter approximately three weeks 
before the election. In mid-July, vot-
ers can also view their sample ballot 

online by using the “My Voter Status” 
tool at votesjc.gov. A complete list of 
candidates on the 2026 Primary Elec-
tion ballot, along with the full list of 
qualified candidates, is also available 
at votesjc.gov.

Q: When will vote-by-mail ballots 
be mailed?

A: Vote-by-mail ballots will first be 
mailed July 2, 2026, to overseas and 
military voters. Ballots for all other 
voters who have requested a vote-
by-mail ballot will begin mailing in 
mid-July. The deadline to request a 
vote-by-mail ballot to be mailed is 
Thursday, Aug. 6, 2026, by 5 p.m.

Q: If I voted by mail in 2024, do 
I need to make another request to 
vote by mail in 2026?

A: Yes. All vote-by-mail requests ex-
pired after the 2024 General Election. 
If you wish to vote by mail in 2026, 
you must submit a new request. Visit 
votesjc.gov to request a vote-by-mail 
ballot. You can also use the “My Voter 
Status” tool to confirm you have a 
vote-by-mail request on file and to 
track the status of your ballot. Com-
pleted vote-by-mail ballots must be 
returned to the Elections Office by 7 
p.m. on Election Day to be counted. 
Secure Ballot Intake Stations will be 
available at all early voting locations 
during the hours of early voting.

Q: Where can I find more informa-
tion about the 2026 Primary Elec-
tion?

Q&A with St. Johns County Supervisor  
of Elections Vicky OakesQ A&

Vicky Oakes

Q: You recently attended the Florida 
Association of Counties conference. 
What is that and why does it mat-
ter?

A: It is where we hear about future 
and current policies and how they 
affect other counties. It is fun to see 
other commissioners and hear their 
issues regarding data centers, overde-
velopment and tax issues that are on 
the ballot in November.

Q: Agriculture was also a topic. 
Why is farmland preservation im-
portant to St. Johns County?

A: I am extremely interested in keep-
ing our food source and the lands in 
the southern part of St. Johns County. 
It is a tough life but a valuable life 
to supply our county and country 
with potatoes and cabbage. The Lay’s 
Potato Chip commercial was filmed 
right here at Parker Farms in St. Johns 
County and is still running on major 
networks.

Q: What has been happening in 
District 4?

A: The county just finished the 
sidewalk on Palm Valley Road and it 
looks great. I have seen so many bik-
ers, walkers and runners. I loved how 
Public Works ran most of the side-
walk around the trees to keep our area 
beautiful and pristine.

Q: We understand volunteers are 
helping with litter control in the 

area. Can you tell us about that?

A: Elizabeth Joshi and her crew of 
volunteers are out every week keeping 
our roads and medians picked up of 
litter. It is a hard job that the county 
is trying to keep up with, but these 
volunteers make it happen in a good 
community way.

Q: What infrastructure improve-
ments are on the horizon for Dis-
trict 4?

A: We have extra shuttles and summer 
parking near Mickler Beach, thanks to 
commercial properties on the corners 
and the county using the shuttles. 
Looking forward to the future A1A 
improvements near Solano where traf-
fic is backed up, while still maintain-
ing our medians.

Krista Joseph

Q&A with St. Johns County Commissioner 
Krista Joseph District 4Q A&

VISIT US ONLINE!
www.floridanewsline.com

Property rentals and homestead exemption
By Eddie Creamer 
St. Johns County Property Appraiser

A common question our 
office receives is, “If I rent 
my property, will I still be 
eligible for homestead ex-
emption?” The answer is — 
it depends on the length of 
time the property is rented.

Homestead exemption 
reduces the property tax 
burden for Florida home-
owners by decreasing the 
taxable value of a home-
owner’s permanent residence. The 

homestead exemption 
total is now adjusted 
annually for inflation 
and changes each year. 
This year’s homestead 
exemption total is 
$51,411.

Florida statute allows 
homeowners to rent 
their property for a 
short time without 
losing their homestead 
exemption. Renting a 
homesteaded property 
after Jan. 1 of any year 

does not affect the homestead exemp-

tion for tax purposes for that particular 
year unless the property is rented for 
more than 30 days per calendar year for 
two consecutive years. An additional 
Florida statute states that property 
rented for more than six months in any 
given tax year is presumed to be used 
for commercial purposes, which may 
affect a homeowner’s eligibility for the 
exemption.

These rental limitations on homestead-
ed properties do not apply to members 
of the Armed Forces whose service 
requires them to reside away from their 
homesteaded property.

It is important to know that if a prop-
erty’s ownership changes to an LLC 
or other business entity, which com-
monly occurs with rental properties, the 
property will no longer be eligible for 
homestead exemption. All assessment 
limitation caps and exemptions associ-
ated with the homestead exemption will 
be removed.

Please contact our office before renting 
your homesteaded property so that we 
can provide guidance on the process. 
I’m available to answer questions or 
provide additional information at ed-
die@sjcpa.gov or 904-827-5500.

Eddie Creamer

A: The St. Johns County Citizen’s 
Guide to the 2026 Primary and Gen-
eral Elections was mailed to all resi-
dential addresses in St. Johns County 
in mid-June and includes important 
information about the upcoming elec-
tions. Be sure to check your mailbox.

If you have additional questions, 

contact the St. Johns County Supervisor 

of Elections Office at 904-823-2238, 

Monday through Friday, from 8:30 

a.m. to 5 p.m. We’re here to help.
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Community Marketplace   
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

Call  904-607-5062

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

49,000 copies 
printed and distributed through all

St. Johns County Schools

Coming in August!

This publication sells out quickly! 
Reserve your space today!

Call (904) 886-4919

Our annual

Reach your target market!



First CoastNewsLine July 2026 | Page 7

AUTOS/MISC

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast — FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 800-245-0398

MISCELLANEOUS

TOP D OL L AR PAID  f o r 
o l d  v i n t a g e  g u i t a r s ! 
Gibson, Fender, Mar tin, 
Grecsch, Rickenbacker, 
Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s to 
1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes 
nationwide with one easy, 
a f fordable  buy in  the 
ADS Network! For more 
information www.com-
munitypublishers .com/
categor y/a l l -produc t s

Peace of mind & early 
detection — Now more 
than ever,  i t ’s  impor-
t a n t  to  g e t  s c re e n e d 
for Stroke & Cardiovas-
cular Disease risk . Life 
Line Screening is simple 
& painless. 833-970-4172

Need cash quickly? We buy 
houses in any condition. 
Get a fair cash offer within 
24 hours! Call today. Liz 
Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

Portable oxygen concen-
trator may be covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence & mobility w/the 

compact design & long-
lasting battery. Inogen One 
free info kit! 877-305-1535
Consumer Cellular — same 
reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers. 
No long-term contract or 
hidden fees, free activa-
tion. All plans unlimited 
talk & text starting at just 
$20/mo.  87 7-7 51 -0866
Become a published author. 
We want to read your book! 
Dorrance Publishing trust-
ed since 1920. Consultation, 
production, promotion & 
distribution. Free author`s 
guide 87 7-729-4998 or 
dorrancein fo .com/ads
No more cleaning gut-
ters . Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter backed by no-clog 
guarantee & lifetime war-
ranty. Call 1-833-610-1936 to 
schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Military & Se-
niors get additional 10% off. 
Limited time. Restrictions 
apply, see rep for details.
Inflation at 40-year highs. 
Interest rates are up. Credit 
cards, medical bills, car 
loans. Have $10k+ in debt? 
Call National Debt Relief 
to f ind out how to pay 
off your debt for much 
less than you owe! Free 

q u o t e :  8 4 4 - 9 5 5 - 4 9 3 0

Don’t let the stairs limit 
your mobility! Discover the 
solution for anyone who 
struggles on the stairs, 
concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home.  
AmeriGlide 833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less 
than 60 seconds. Don’ t 
wait! Protect your family, 
home, assets now for as lit-
tle as 70¢/day! 877-907-0316

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as little as 
1-day. Limited time, waving 
all installation costs! Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject 
to change & vary by dealer. 
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your 
home from pests safely. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Ro-
dent, Termite, Spiders & 
more. Locally owned & 
affordable. For service or 
inspection today! 877-916-
2103 Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America’s pre-
mier mobile medical alert 
system. Home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No 
long term contracts, free 
brochure!  888-489-3936

Aging roof ? New home-
owner? Storm damage? You 
need a local expert provid-
er that proudly stands be-
hind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 877-461-0698 Have zip 
code ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & 
restoration: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do 
repairs to protect your fam-
ily & home value! 877-318-
6832. Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn service: 
Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote. 
Ask about first applica-
tion special! 877-484-8583

DIRECTV Stream — Carries 
the most local MLB games! 

Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for 
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-
es. HBO Max included for 
3 mos w/Choice Package 
or higher. No contract or 
hidden fees! Restrictions 
apply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance f rom 

Physicians Mutual Insur-
a n c e  C o m pa ny.  4 0 0 + 
procedures. Real dental 
insurance — not a dis-
count plan. Free info kit! 
855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Job Finder July:
Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living 
communities throughout the state of Florida. We’re always looking 
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current 
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers. 

Chris Thompson

 

904.380.2290 Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

chris.thompson@ampf.com

ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson

St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve

your goals

CFP®,CMFA ®, CRPC®

 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 

CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

NotFDICorNCUAInsured | NoFinancialInstitutionGuarantee | MayLoseValue

                                           

Todd Perkins

Private Wealth Advisor

Financial Advisor

Your Carefree Oasis of Luxury
Did you know that Starling operates four luxury senior

living communities in the Jacksonville area? Our

communities offer maintenance-free living with exquisite

amenities, including gourmet dining, a state-of-the-art

fitness center, and a serene heated pool. With meals and

transportation included in your rent, you can focus on

living your best life while we handle the rest. Call us today

to learn more and set up your personalized 1-on-1 tour!

(904) 822-9415

ALF# 13109

(904) 801-5270

ALF# 12734

(904) 337-6350

ALF# 12887

(904) 478-1772

Call 866-643-0438 to schedule
 your free quote today! *Terms & conditions apply 

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Families will also have the opportunity 
to connect with local organizations 
offering valuable resources and ser-
vices, enjoy family-friendly activities, 
meet community vendors and learn 
about volunteer opportunities available 
throughout the region.

The event reflects the FCYMCA’s ongo-
ing commitment to strengthening and 
supporting military families beyond a 
single day of service, the release noted. 
Throughout the year, the First Coast 
YMCA offers a variety of programs 
tailored to the unique needs of military 
families, including Operation Hero, 
Operation Strong & Ready, military 
family camp days, food distributions, 
veteran retreats, outdoor wellness 

programming and additional military 
outreach initiatives.

The FCYMCA encourages military 
families throughout Northeast Florida 
to attend and take advantage of the 
resources, activities and community sup-
port available during the event. Whether 
families are preparing for a child’s first 
day of school or looking to connect with 
others who share similar experiences, the 
Military Back-to-School Bash offers an 
opportunity to celebrate, support and 
strengthen the military community, ac-
cording to the release.

All attendees are required to RSVP 
for the event to reserve a backpack for 
their child. Participants can RSVP and 
learn more at fcymca.org/military-
outreach/.

YMCA cont. from pg. 1
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PLAN YOUR VISIT THIS WEEKEND!

A UNIQUE BLEND OF
UPSCALE SHOPPING,
DINING, AND WELLNESS. WWW.SAWGRASSVILLAGEJAX.COM

SHOP.SIP.STROLL.

215 TOURSIDE DRIVE 
PONTE VEDRA BEACH, FL 32082

Walk-in and same-day appointments  
now available 
We know life is busy. And when you need a doctor, you need someone 
close to home who you can trust. Our brand new Baptist Primary Care 
Bartram Commons office is now open and accepting new patients. Walk-
ins and same-day appointments are available just off Race Track Road near 
Durbin Park. 

Meet the care team:

Family-focused 
care, close to 
home in Bartram 
Commons. 

Baptist Primary Care physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Primary Care, Inc.    © Baptist Health 2025

Jagat Patel, MD
Family Medicine Physician 
Treats ages 5+

Joel Ahlgrim, DO 
Family Medicine Physician 

Treats ages 5+

To make an appointment,  
call our office at
904.376.3970 
or scan the QR code  
to visit our web page. 

5304 Bartram Commons Drive
Jacksonville, FL 32258

Summer can be a wonderful time to add a 
tree to your landscape, but success begins 
long before the shovel hits the ground. Tak-
ing time to evaluate the planting site and 
following proper planting techniques will 
give your tree the best chance for a long and 
healthy life.

Before purchasing a tree, consider whether it 
is suited to your location. First, select species 
that perform well in our Ponte Vedra Zone 
9B. Next, evaluate the amount of sunlight 
the planting area receives. Full sun means six 
or more hours of direct sunlight daily. Partial 
sun generally refers to four to six hours of 
direct sun, while partial shade receives two to 
four hours. Shade locations receive less than 
two hours of direct sunlight each day.

Tree maturity size should also influence 
your selection. A small sapling can eventu-
ally become a large tree that interferes with 
homes, sidewalks, driveways, utility lines, 
or neighboring plants. Always choose a tree 
that will fit comfortably in the available 
space when fully grown.

Drainage is perhaps the most critical factor 
of all. To test drainage, dig a hole about 
18 inches deep and fill it with water. If the 
water drains away within one to two hours, 
the site has fast drainage. If it drains within 
a day, drainage is moderate and generally 

acceptable. If water remains longer than 24 
hours, the site has poor drainage and may 
not be suitable for many trees.

Once you’ve selected the right tree and loca-
tion, proper planting is essential. Begin by 
clearing weeds, grass, and debris from the 
planting area. Make sure the tree has been 
thoroughly watered while in its container 
— that is, don’t plant a dry tree or any plant 
for that matter.

Locate the root flare, which is the point 
where the uppermost roots emerge from the 
trunk. Remove any excess soil covering the 
flare and prune away roots growing over it. 
Inspect the root ball for circling roots. If 
present, shave or slice the outer portion of 
the root ball, including the bottom to en-
courage roots to grow outward rather than 
continue circling and potentially girdling 
the tree later in life.

Dig a planting hole at least one and a half 
times wider than the root ball, and even 
wider in compacted soils. The hole should 
be slightly shallower than the depth of the 
root ball so the root flare sits one to two 
inches above the surrounding soil grade 
after planting.

Place the tree in the hole, ensuring it is 
straight. As you backfill, add water periodi-

GardeningGardening By Connie Doyle, 
Master Gardener UF/IFAS

cally to help eliminate air pockets. Water 
thoroughly after planting, stake if neces-
sary, and apply mulch over the root zone 
but keep away from direct contact with the 
trunk.

Water daily for the first two weeks, every 
other day for the next two months, and then 
weekly until the tree is established. Finally, 
resist the urge to fertilize. Newly planted 
trees need to focus on root development, and 
fertilizer can do more harm than good during 
this critical establishment period.

A little extra care at planting time will re-
ward you with a healthier, stronger tree for 
years to come.

Connie Doyle writes The Good Earth, a gar-
dening column inspired by a lifelong passion for 
plants, nature, and the peaceful rhythm of the 
garden. With more time in retirement, she has 
been inspired to take that passion to the next 
level — learning, growing, and sharing with 
others in our community by way of earning her 
Master Gardener Certification. Connie can be 
reached by email to mail@floridanewsline.com.

Connie Doyle

The Good Earth 
Planting a tree: Getting 
it right, from the start


