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Homegrown Highway

NewsLine staff

If you are willing to spend a little 
time this summer helping others, 
there is an opportunity waiting for 
you, according to a recent release.

Retired and Senior Volunteer Pro-
gram (RSVP) of St. Johns County 
is looking for community members 
to assist once a week in the summer 
reading program in the St. Johns 
County School District, a recent 
release stated.

RSVP is a community-impact initia-
tive that empowers adults aged 55 
and older to volunteer as tutors, 
mentors and classroom assistants in 
local schools. Sponsored by the St. 
Johns County School District, the 
program gives seniors a meaning-
ful way to stay active while directly 
supporting student achievement, a 
recent release explained.

“There are students who can greatly 
benefit from the help of those will-

Photo courtesy St. Johns County School District

An RSVP volunteer works one-on-one with a local 
student on a reading activity.

Summer reading 
volunteer 
opportunity

NewsLine staff

The William Bartram Scenic and 
Historic Highway, our 17-mile-long 
State Road 13 along the St. Johns 
River from Julington Creek south to 
Wards Creek, has become the first 
scenic byway recognized by Home-
grown National Park, according to a 

recent release. The partnership encour-
ages residents, businesses, schools and 
community groups to play a direct role 
by planting native species and reduc-
ing invasive plants across the broader 
byway corridor.

Named for 18th-century naturalist 
William Bartram, who documented 

the region's rich plant and animal life, 
the byway provides a fitting setting for 
this work, a recent release stated. Or-
ganizers say the goal is not large-scale 
transformation overnight, but steady, 
achievable progress driven by local 
participation.
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Photo courtesy William Bartram Scenic and Historic Highway

Residents and local master gardeners install the first native plant demonstration garden at Westminster Woods on Julington Creek.

By NewsLine staff

The Girls on the Run 
(GOTR) teams at Julington 
Creek Elementary School 
completed their 2026 spring 
season on April 11 when they 
participated in the GOTR 
Celebration 5K at the Univer-
sity of North Florida, accord-
ing to a recent release. There 
were a lot of impressive times 

and a ton of smiles at the fin-
ish line, a recent release stated.

During this season, the teams 
completed the new Hello, 
Bold Heart! curriculum where 
they learned valuable skills 
involving resilience, team-
work and goal setting, noted 

Julington Creek Elementary ‘Girls on the Run’ 
completes spring season

‘Girls on the Run’ cont. on pg. 2

William Bartram Scenic and Historic Highway Sparks 
Native Plant Initiative

'Volunteer' cont. on pg. 2

Photo courtesy Julington Creek Elementary School

A Girls on the Run participant from Julington Creek Elementary School celebrates 
with raised arms as she crosses the finish line at the Celebration 5K.
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a recent release. They also helped raise 
funds to cover the program fees for girls 
who need financial assistance through 

the Confidence Cape Campaign, a 
recent release explained.

“GOTR inspires individuals of all abili-
ties to discover, build and grow their 

self-confidence,” said Anne Soracco, 
LEA Clerk from Julington Creek 
Elementary School in a recent release. 
“Together, they experience a sense of 
belonging and connection as a team.”

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial
Cremation Society

(904) 797-4990www.CraigFuneralHome.com 
(904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory
 Memorial Park

GAME DATES:
June 13, July 11, Aug 8

Rather than focusing solely on road-
side improvements, the effort extends 
into neighborhoods and shared spaces, 
noted a recent release. Participants are 
invited to register their projects on 
Homegrown National Park's Biodiver-
sity Map, contributing to a connected 
network of habitats that support birds, 
pollinators and other wildlife.

The initiative is already moving from 
concept to action, a recent release 
explained. On May 6, residents and 
local master gardeners installed the 
first native plant demonstration garden 
at Westminster Woods on Julington 
Creek, offering a visible example of 
how small-scale efforts can be repli-
cated across the community.

“With a national organization called 
Homegrown National Park, Westmin-
ster and the Bartram Scenic and His-
toric Highway partnered to complete 
a native plant garden, thus qualifying 
Westminster as a ‘national park’ — a 
Homegrown National Park,” said 
Joe McAnarney, chair of the William 
Bartram Scenic and Historic Highway, 
in a recent release. “Over a period of 
time, the Scenic Highway has a goal of 
creating gardens all along its 17-mile 
length, such that this will also become 
the William Bartram Scenic and His-
toric Homegrown National Park.”

As interest in nature-based solutions 
continues to grow, the partnership 
offers a relatable story of how everyday 
landscapes, when connected, can sup-
port healthier ecosystems, per a recent 
release.

Learn more: https://homegrownna-
tionalpark.org and https://bartramsce-
nichighway.com Photo courtesy Julington Creek Elementary School

Members of the Julington Creek Elementary School Girls on the Run teams gather on the track at the University of North Florida during the spring 5K celebration.

ing to give just a small amount of their 
time,” said Cheryl Freeman, RSVP 
director, in a recent release. “Assistance 
from community volunteers can make 
all the difference in helping these stu-
dents succeed.”

Orientation will be provided, and 
background screening will be per-
formed free of charge, noted a recent 
release.

For more information, contact RSVP 
at 904-547-3952 or cheryl.freeman@
stjohns.k12.fl.us, per a recent release.

'Volunteer' cont. from pg. 1

'Highway'  cont. from pg. 1

Photo courtesy Julington Creek Elementary School

The Julington Creek Elementary School Girls on the Run program participants and coaches assemble for a group photo during the spring season.

‘Girls on the Run’ cont. from pg. 1
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Valid in-store the participating
stores listed. Coupon not

valid for Seed/Bird Food, Camera
Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards,

DSC Memberships, or Sale Items.
Cannot be combined with
other coupons/discounts.

Offer expires 6/30/26.
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

The CreekLine � Mandarin NewsLine  � First Coast NewsLine � Nassau NewsLine

Meet Oliver!

Breed: Mini poodle
Favorite Activity: Playing with Mom and Dad 

Favorite Food:  Any meat he can steal
Favorite Friends:  Rusty, a Golden doodle

How did your BFF get their name: My Mom named me

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the 
answer to the five questions above before the 10th of the 
month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin 

NewsLine.  Your pet could be our BFF of the month and ap-
pear in Mandarin NewsLine!  Email editor@floridanewsline.

com to enter your pet.
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 450 State Road 13 North  
Suite 106 PMB 101  

St. Johns, FL 32259
(904) 886-4919

www.FloridaNewsLine.com

The CreekLine is a free monthly publication delivered to all 
addresses in Zip Code 32259 and selected routes in 32092. 
Submission of articles and photographs are received by mail or  
email, although email to editor@FloridaNewsLine.com is 
preferred. The writers’ opinions do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available  
by request. Florida NewsLine is not responsible for 
advertisement content or accuracy of information provided 
by its advertisers Nor does Florida NewsLine endorse any 
of the products or services included in this publication.  
Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement or 
copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no portion 
of this publication October be copied without the express  

written consent of the publisher.  ©2025. 

Publisher 
Mark Pettus 

Publisher@FloridaNewsLine.com

Editor 
Tracy Dishman  

Editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Bookkeeper 
Emily Whitehead 

Accounting@FloridaNewsLine.com

Social Media 
SocialMedia@FloridaNewsLine.com

Advertising Sales

Haley Cook

 haley.cook@newslinedigital.com

Submissions
Community news and photos are due by the 10th of each month to 
ensure inclusion in the upcoming issue. Thank you for your support of 

trusted community journalism.
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Community Marketplace 
Call (904) 886-4919 

for advertising rates

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST  

Over 35 Years Exp.
FL-5456A

— Tree Preservation — Plant Health Care — Insect & Disease Treatments

(904) 268-1017 
www.snipstree.com

LICENSED                                           INSURED

Splash into Summer
with a New Pool!

Free robotic cleaner with pool purchase.
 

 

 

 
(904)838-0553 

AIIAmericanPoolCo.com
 

We also specialize in resurfacing,
remodeling, equipment upgrades, and

more. 

CPC1458039

Expires 6/30/2026

 
 

>  edwardjones.com | Member SIPC 

IRT-1848J-A

Dreaming up the 
ideal retirement 
is your job. 
Helping you get 
there is ours.
We’re excited to hear 
from you.

Mitch Wright
Heather Wright
Financial Advisors
605 Sr 13n, Ste 101
Fruit Cove, FL 32259
904-230-3385

Oticon INTENT™ helps your 
brain decipher intricate details of 
relevant sounds for better speech 
understanding with less effort 
and the ability to remember more.

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend  
of the monthof the month

Visit us online
FloridaNewsLine.com
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To submit items for the Community Calen-
dar, email editor@floridanewsline.com.

June 2 
Northwest St Johns County United for 
Progress Club  
Johns County United for Progress Club 
will welcome Jules Meyer, founder of NE 
Florida RESULTS, a bipartisan organization 
dedicated to ending poverty in the U.S. 
and globally. Social 6:30 p.m., meeting 7 
p.m. For more information, email nwsjcp@
gmail.com.

June 13 
Bartram Trail Genealogy Club

The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club will meet 
Saturday, June 13, from 2 to 4 p.m. at the 
Bartram Trail Library, 60 Davis Pond Blvd., 
Fruit Cove. The topic is Father's Day theme 
and discussion. For more information, 
check the Bartram Trail Genealogy Club 
Facebook page.

June 15  
All Star Quilters' Guild

The All Star Quilters' Guild will meet 
Monday, June 15, at the First Christian 
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. Socializing 
begins at 9:30 a.m. prior to the 10 a.m. 
meeting. The program will feature Kestrel's 

Creations (a trunk show by award winning 
Kestrel Michaud). "Sew and Tell" is always 
a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit 
allstarquilters.org for more information.

June 16 
Small Business Financing Workshop

SCORE Jacksonville, in collaboration with 
First Citizens Bank, will host a small 
business financing workshop, "Money 
Matters - Accessing Capital," Tuesday, 
June 16, from 3:30 to 5 p.m. at First Citizens 
Bank, 10201 Centurion Parkway North. 
The workshop, led by Derrick Smith of 
SCORE Jacksonville and Eric Garcia of First 
Citizens Bank, will cover establishing a 
business banking relationship, evaluating 
funding needs, determining capital needs 
and understanding financing options. 
Open to current and prospective small 
business owners. Space is limited. RSVP to 
eric.garcia@firstcitizens.com.

June 16  
NW St. Johns County United for 
Progress Evening Social

NW St. Johns County United for Progress 
will host an evening social Tuesday, June 
16, at 5:30 p.m. For location details, email 
nwsjcp@gmail.com.

June 22 
Trout Creek Senior Center Father's 
Day Celebration

Trout Creek Senior Center will celebrate 
Father's Day Monday, June 22, at 6795 
Collier Rd., Orangedale. Activities include 
"Wear your Best Tie," Dad joke competition 
and DJ Bill. Festivities begin at 9:30 a.m., 
with lunch at 11:30 a.m. Contact Jessica 
Curry at (904) 209-3658 or jcurry@
stjohnscoa.com for more information.

June 22 
NW St. Johns County United for 
Progress Coffee and Conversation

NW St. Johns County United for Progress 
will host Coffee and Conversation Monday, 
June 22, at 10 a.m. For location details, 
email nwsjcp@gmail.com.

 
Ongoing Activities 
 
JCE Camp Sigma Registration 
Registration is now open for JCE Camp 
Sigma 2026, "Mastering BOOMER SKILLS in 
a GEN ALPHA World!" For more information 
or to register, call 904-547-7983.

Open Game Play
Join the Council on Aging (COA) River 

House, 179 Marine St., St. Augustine, for 
open game play on Thursdays from 12:15 
p.m. to 3:15 p.m. Bring your own cards or 
board games. Email tharris@coasjc.org for 
more information.

Trout Creek Senior Center Activities
The Trout Creek Senior Center, 6795 Collier 
Road, Orangedale, offers activities for 
seniors on Monday, Wednesday and Friday 
mornings. Cards, crafts and games begin 
at 9 a.m., followed by trivia, bunco or bingo 
before lunch at 11:30 a.m. Contact Jessica 
Curry at 904-209-3658 for details.

Playing HOOKie 
This charity-focused knitting and crochet 
group meets every Wednesday from 
10 a.m. to noon at Maple Street Biscuit 
Company, 1627 Race Track Road, St. Johns. 
For more information, email playinghook-
iecares@gmail.com..

Widow to Widow Support Group
A support group for widows is held at 
the COA River House, 179 Marine St., St. 
Augustine, on Wednesdays from 11:45 a.m. 
to 12:45 p.m. Call 904-209-3655 for more 
information.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. Johns
Community CalendarJuneJune

Autos/Misc

Donate Your Car to Veter-
ans Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast — FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ib le .  Ca l l  800-24 5-0398

Miscellaneous

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vin-
tage guitars! Gibson, Fender, 
Mar tin,  Grecsch, Ricken-
backer, Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes 
nationwide with one easy, 
affordable buy in the ADS 
Network! For more information 
www.communitypublishers.
com/category/all-products

Peace of mind & early de-
tection — Now more than 
ever, it ’s important to get 
screened for Stroke & Car-
diovascular Disease risk . 
Life Line Screening is simple 
& painless. 833-970-4172

Need cash quickly? We buy 
houses in any condition. 
Get a fair cash offer with-
in 24 hours! Call today. Liz 
Buys Houses: 833-359-4707

Portable oxygen concentrator 
may be covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence & mo-
bility w/the compact design 
& long-lasting battery. Inogen 

One free info kit! 877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular — same 
reliable, nationwide coverage 
as large carriers. No long-term 
contract or hidden fees, free 
activation. All plans unlim-
ited talk & text starting at 
just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, production, 
promotion & distribution. Free 
author`s guide 877-729-4998 
or dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gutters. 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter backed 
by no-clog guarantee & life-
time warranty. Call 1-833-
610-1936 to schedule FREE 
inspection/estimate. Get 15% 
off your entire order. Military 
& Seniors get additional 10% 
off. Limited time. Restrictions 
apply, see rep for details.

Inflation at 40-year highs. 
Interest rates are up. Credit 
cards, medical bills, car loans. 
Have $10k+ in debt? Call Na-
tional Debt Relief to find out 
how to pay off your debt for 
much less than you owe! 
Free quote: 844-955-4930

Don't let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the solution 
for anyone who struggles on 

the stairs, concerned about 
a fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home.  
AmeriGlide 833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less 
than 60 seconds. Don't wait! 
Protect your family, home, 
assets now for as little as 
7 0 ¢ / d ay !  8 3 3 - 8 9 0 - 1 2 6 2

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as li tt le as 
1-day. Limited time, waving 
all installation costs! Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject 
to change & vary by dealer. 
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your 
home f rom pests safely. 
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Rodent, 
Termite, Spiders & more. Local-
ly owned & affordable. For ser-
vice or inspection today! 833-
860-0657 Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America's pre-
mier mobile medical alert 
system. Home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No 
long term contracts, free 
brochure!  888-489-3936

Aging roof? New homeowner? 
Storm damage? You need a lo-
cal expert provider that proud-
ly stands behind their work.  

Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available. 833-640-4753 Have 
zip code ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & 
restoration: A small amount 
of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do re-
pairs to protect your fam-
ily & home value! 833-887-
0117. Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn service: 
Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote. 
Ask about f i rs t  appl ica-
tion special! 833-860-0811

DIRECTV Stream — Carries 
the most local MLB games! 
Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for 
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-
es. HBO Max included for 
3 mos w/Choice Package 
or higher. No contract or 
hidden fees! Restrictions 
apply.  IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. 400+ procedures. 
Real dental insurance — not 
a discount plan. Free info 
kit! 855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Job Finder May:
Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living 
communities throughout the state of Florida. We're always looking 
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current 
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers.

Call 866-643-0438 to schedule
 your free quote today! *Terms & conditions apply 

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/27/26.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.
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A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care  I  Rehab & Therapy 
Senior Living  I  Adult Day

Living Forward 

Today’s older adults have spent years gaining wisdom 
and experience. Now, they are living forward, focused on 
adding new rhythms to the rich composition of their lives. 

River Garden supports every note. We continually 
evolve to meet seniors where they are, encouraging 

independence for as long as possible with reassurance 
that our skilled team will be here when they need  

well-orchestrated support.

Connect with the best in comprehensive  
and compassionate senior care.

904.260.1818  I  rivergarden.org

Providing Care in Concert 
with Seniors’ Needs 

Chris Thompson

 

904.380.2290 Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

chris.thompson@ampf.com

ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson

St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve

your goals

CFP®,CMFA ®, CRPC®

 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 

CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

NotFDICorNCUAInsured | NoFinancialInstitutionGuarantee | MayLoseValue

                                           

Todd Perkins

Private Wealth Advisor

Financial Advisor

By Norie Flowers

If you are unfamiliar with it, let me 
introduce you to the St. Johns County 
Extension Center, located on 52 acres 
at 3125 Agricultural Center Drive in 
St. Augustine. Administered jointly by 
the University of Florida Institute of 
Food and Agricultural Sciences (UF/
IFAS) and the St. Johns County Com-
mission, the center provides research-
based support, education and programs 
to our community. Here is a look at 
some of the resources available.

The center provides best management 
practices to keep our local agricultural 
community sustainable, while also host-
ing 4-H Youth Development programs 
that teach leadership, citizenship and 
life skills to thousands of local children 
each year.

A major cornerstone of the center is the 
Master Gardener Volunteer Program. 
Certified master gardeners undergo rig-
orous UF/IFAS training and volunteer 
to provide research-based horticultural 
education to St. Johns County resi-
dents. These dedicated volunteers teach 
hands-on workshops at local schools 
and libraries, operate a diagnostic Help 
Desk, perform soil testing at no cost, 
host plant clinics and propagate species 
for community sales.

The extension center property features 
several specialty gardens maintained 
year-round by these volunteers. Free 
educational garden tours are held the 

Cultivate 
your 
gardening 
journey at 
the extension 
center 

Photo courtesy St. Johns County Extension Center

The St. Johns County Extension Center is located at 3125 Agricultural Center Drive in St. Augustine.

first Tuesday of every month starting at 
10 a.m., offering expert gardening ad-
vice and showcasing Florida's rich plant 
diversity. Special group and school tours 
can also be arranged by contacting the 
center directly.

Two major events not to be missed are 
the biannual plant sales held in April 
and September. Mark your calendars 
for the upcoming fall sale on Sept. 19 
and 20! Plants are sold at low cost and 
include a rich variety of hard-to-find 
Florida native species.

Two popular gardening classes will 
also be held this June. To register, visit 
ufifas-extension-st-johns-county.event-
brite.com or call the center directly at 
904-209-0430:

• June 1: Summer Vegetable Gardening

• June 22: Turf 101

Take advantage of everything the St. 
Johns County Extension Center has to 
offer. Start by joining a Tuesday gar-
den tour or planning your visit to the 
September plant sale to begin your own 
gardening journey!

Norie Flowers is a certified master gar-
dener with the St. Johns County Exten-
sion Center.



Page 6 | The CreekLine June 2026

By Eddie Creamer

Here at our office, we take 
a proactive approach to 
helping property owners 
receive the property tax ex-
emptions they qualify for 
and deserve. One of the 
primary duties of our of-
fice is to grant exemptions 
to eligible homeowners.

This year, we looked at 
different ways to reach property owners 
who may be eligible for a homestead 
exemption, and a targeted mailing 
was determined to be the best way to 
directly reach the greatest number of 
people. A homestead exemption reduces 
the property tax burden for Florida 
homeowners by decreasing the taxable 
value of a homeowner’s permanent 
residence by at least $50,000. This total 
changes yearly because it is adjusted 
annually for inflation. This year’s total is 
$51,411. The annual deadline to apply 
for a homestead exemption is March 1.

To be eligible for a homestead exemp-
tion, the property must be the home-
owner’s primary residence and the 
homeowner may not receive a residen-
cy-based exemption in any other state.

In early February, a mailing was sent 
to property owners who met specific 
criteria: they purchased a home during 
the current portability-eligible years, 
their property address matched their 

mailing address and they 
did not have a homestead 
exemption. Homeowners 
who purchased a home 
in 2025 did not receive 
the mailing because they 
are likely planning to file 
for a homestead exemp-
tion this year. If they do 
not file this year, they will 
receive the mailing next 
year.

The purpose of the mailing was to 
inform homeowners about the home-
stead exemption and how to apply if 
they qualify. The mailing was sent to 
3,114 residences. As of April 30, 556 
homestead exemption applications have 
been approved and an additional 187 
applications are pending due to the 
mailing. Based on these numbers, we 
received a 24% response rate, which 
greatly exceeds the average direct-mail 
response rate. We plan to continue this 
mailing in future years as a reminder to 
apply.

Visit sjcpa.gov/homesteadportability for 
more information about the homestead 
exemption. I am available to answer 
questions or provide additional infor-
mation at eddie@sjcpa.gov or 904-827-
5500.

Eddie Creamer is the St. Johns County 
property appraiser.

Your Carefree Oasis of Luxury
Did you know that Starling operates four luxury senior

living communities in the Jacksonville area? Our

communities offer maintenance-free living with exquisite

amenities, including gourmet dining, a state-of-the-art

fitness center, and a serene heated pool. With meals and

transportation included in your rent, you can focus on

living your best life while we handle the rest. Call us today

to learn more and set up your personalized 1-on-1 tour!

ALF#12734

Thrive
Coffee

FarmHand 
Foundation

Lippman
Farms

HARVESTING 
RICH REWARDS

Unearthing Mother Nature brings gifts of abundance.  
At HarborChase, a bounty of locally grown produce, 

dairy and seafood artfully moves from land and  
sea to the well-appointed table.

Senior living inspired by new heights of excellence.

Mandarin  |  (904) 584-9817

WATCH OUR FARM 
TO TABLE JOURNEY

Q: The Aug. 18, 2026, 
primary election is 
only two months 
away. What is the 
Elections Office doing 
to prepare?

A: The Elections Office 
is entering a very busy 
period. Preparations 
this month include 
the start of poll worker 
training, the mailing of our publication, 
the Citizen’s Guide to Registering and 
Voting, and the upcoming candidate 
qualifying period.

Candidate qualifying will take place 
from noon on June 8 through noon on 
June 12. Pursuant to Section 99.061(8) 
of the Florida Statutes, qualifying papers 
have been accepted since May 26.

Q: Have any offices qualified already?

A: Yes. The first qualifying period of 
2026 ran from April 20 through April 
24. During this time, candidates for U.S. 
senator and judicial offices filed with the 
Florida Division of Elections.

The filing period for U.S. representative 
was moved to June when Gov. Ron De-
Santis called a special session to convene 
the legislature to redraw the state’s con-
gressional districts. These candidates do 
not file with the supervisor of elections. 
More information is available on the 
Florida Division of Elections website.

Following the completion of the special 
session, there were no changes to the 
congressional boundaries in St. Johns 
County. Congressional Districts 5 and 6 
remain unchanged.

Q: What offices qualify with the 
St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections Office during the June 
qualifying period?

A: The Elections Office will qualify 
candidates for all county offices, special 
districts, municipalities and commu-
nity development districts. The Florida 
Division of Elections in Tallahassee 
will qualify candidates for federal and 
state offices, including U.S. repre-
sentative, governor, attorney general, 

commissioner of agriculture, chief financial 
officer, state representative and others.

Q: Can voters see which candidates are 
qualifying?

A: Yes. As local candidates file, their in-
formation is added into our system and 
posted on our website. Voters can visit 
votesjc.gov, select Candidate Informa-
tion, then choose Candidate List and 
Reports to view the latest updates.

Q: Where can voters find more infor-
mation about the 2026 elections?

A: In mid-June, the 2026 Citizen’s 
Guide to the Primary and General 
Elections will be mailed to every resi-
dential address in St. Johns County. This 
publication provides all the information 
residents will need on how to register 
and participate in the 2026 elections.

Voters can also visit votesjc.gov any time 
for trusted election information. For 
additional assistance, please contact the 
Elections Office at 904-823-2238 during 
regular business hours, Monday through 
Friday, from 8:30 a.m. to 5 p.m.

Vicky Oakes is the St. Johns County super-
visor of elections.

Q&A with St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections Vicky OakesQ A&

Vicky Oakes

Eddie Creamer

Proactively assisting 
property owners
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Advancing health care 
in a region on the rise.

UF Health is bringing a world-class health care experience to Durbin Park. Our 
new 42.5-acre campus features a state-of-the-art hospital, six operating rooms 
and the medical specialties your family needs, delivered with the exceptional, 
compassionate care that is a UF Health hallmark. And should your medical 
issue require highly specialized care, you’ll have access to the internationally 
renowned expertise of UF Health, one of the Southeast’s most comprehensive 
academic health centers.

Visit UFHealth.org/DurbinPark to learn more.

OPENING EARLY FALL 2026

Scan to learn more about 
construction progress.


