
Salestrom is new to the organization 
himself, having been inducted just a 
few months ago. His connection to the 
American Revolution came through 
extensive genealogical research that 
traced his lineage back seven genera-
tions to Elijah Harlow, who served in the 
Continental Army from 1775 until his 
death in 1777.

"Elijah came into the Revolutionary 
War in 1775 and became a member of a 
number of different groups," Salestrom 
said. "By this point, the organizations 

were real fluid, and so he served under 
two or three different colonels, ultimate-
ly ending up in the Continental Army."

The search for revolutionary ancestors 
often proves challenging, according to 
Salestrom. Records before 1850 become 
increasingly difficult to verify.

"Getting that verifiable proof is kind of 
tricky actually," Salestrom said. "Any-
thing below 1850, it gets a lot more 
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The Class of 2025 has achieved 
a new, historically high gradua-
tion rate for Duval County Public 
Schools, according to a district 
release issued Jan. 13.

Among traditional high schools, 
the graduation rate rose to 97.6%, 
an increase of more than 2 per-
centage points from the previ-
ous year, the release stated. The 
district’s comprehensive gradua-
tion rate, which includes charter 
schools, also saw significant gains, 
rising from 90.9% in 2024 to 
94.3% in 2025, according to the 
release.

These gains outpace the state’s 
growth, which has increased by 
11.5 percentage points over the 
last 10 years, the release noted.

“Consistent, steady growth doesn’t 
happen by accident,” Superinten-
dent Christopher Bernier said in 
the release. “These results reflect 
intentional, dedicated work from 
all of Team Duval—from our 
pre-kindergarten teachers to our 
high school counselors. It’s the 
daily, patient, behind-the-scenes 
efforts of our teachers, counsel-
ors, administrators, students, and 
families that lead to big results.”

For the first time in district histo-
ry, students from every subgroup 
across all Duval high schools 
surpassed a 90% graduation rate, 

Duval County 
class of 2025 hits 
historic high

Class of 2025 hits historic high cont. on pg. 2

Jacksonville chapter 
of Sons of the American 
Revolution plans flag 
retirement ceremony

Old Glory Retires

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman

editor@floridanewsline.com

The Jacksonville chapter of the Sons of 
the American Revolution will host a flag 
retirement ceremony Feb. 15 at 3 p.m. at 
the Mandarin Community Club, 12447 
Mandarin Road in Jacksonville.

The ceremony will be conducted in 
conjunction with a local Scout troop to 
properly retire worn or tattered Ameri-
can flags.

"Flags that are tattered and worn or just 
time to retire them are gathered," said 
Chuck Salestrom, public information 
officer for the Jacksonville chapter. "The 
ceremony will talk about the history of 
the U.S. flag. We'll present the number 
of flags and then retire them."

The U.S. flag's design was established 
July 14, 1777, when Congress resolved 
to have 13 stripes, alternating red and 
white, with the union featuring 13 stars 
in a blue background. As new states were 
added, a new star was added to the flag. 
Florida was the 14th state added to the 
union on March 3, 1845.

On April 4, 1818, Congress enacted that 
the flag would display stars representing 
all states but maintain only 13 stripes. 
Today's flag has 50 stars and 13 stripes. Old Glory Retires cont. on pg. 2
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Photos courtesy Jacksonville Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution

Members of the Sons of the American Revolution Jacksonville chapter dress in period costumes for a historical commemoration event. The chapter hosts several events throughout 
the year to promote patriotism and preserve American history.

Photos courtesy Jacksonville Chapter of the Sons of the American Revolution

Boy Scouts participate in a flag retirement ceremony with the Jacksonville chapter of the Sons of the American Revolu-
tion. The chapter will host a flag retirement ceremony Feb. 15 at 3 p.m. at the Mandarin Community Club.
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Veterinary Trivia
SUNDAY

FEBRUARY 22,  2026
3:00 PM

COMMENT "TRIVIA" @CHECKOUT

CULHANE'S IRISH PUBCULHANE'S IRISH PUB
9720 DEER LAKE CT, JAX, FL9720 DEER LAKE CT, JAX, FL

$10/PERSON$10/PERSON
FREE RAFFLE ENTRY AVAILABLE UPON REQUEST-NO PURCHASE NECESSARY; ADDITIONAL TICKETS 

SOLD DURING TRIVIA UNTIL THE FINAL GAME.

Brooke Davis Angel Fund is a 501 c3 organization

 46 years of serving clients!

Located in the Julington Creek Business Park •12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 • Jacksonville, Florida 32223

LET US SIMPLIFY YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS

-

As of 1/1/2025 there is a temporary additional senior standard 
deduction for taxpayers 65 years or older. This deduction is $6,000 per 
eligible senior (including a spouse if filing jointly, max of $12,000). This 
deduction is subject to income limits of $75,000 for single filers and 
$150,000 for joint filers and is in addition to the standard or itemized 
deduction claimed on Schedule A. You cannot claim this deduction if 
you are married and file separately.

murky in terms of being able to verify 
the generational changes back and forth 
because the records were not kept that 
well."

Salestrom's research was aided by 
Daughters of the American Revolution, 
DAR, records. His wife, Christie, had 
already traced her family's connection to 
the American Revolution and became a 
DAR member.

"We had traveled back to Geneseo, 
Illinois, where her family founded that 
town," Salestrom said. "We were able to 
connect with a very distant relative who 
took us out to a cemetery in the town 
and we found headstones of Christie's 
ancestors and within that there was a 
DAR plaque on one of the headstones."

The Sons of the American Revolution 
was founded in 1889 and is head-
quartered in Louisville, Kentucky. The 

nonprofit, nonpartisan organization is 
dedicated to promoting patriotism, pre-
serving American history and promoting 
education to future generations, accord-
ing to Salestrom.

"It is completely volunteer," Salestrom 
said. "It's not like anything I've ever 
belonged to as far as a group. They're real 

passionate about preserving that history 
and telling the stories, especially to the 
next generation."

The Jacksonville chapter was started in 
1926 and chartered by the Society in 
1932, making it the third oldest chapter 
in Florida and the longest continuously 
operating chapter in the state.

Membership is open to males 18 years 
old and older who have verifiable proof 
that they had a patriot who served in the 
American Revolution.

The chapter has several additional 
events planned for spring and sum-
mer, including a Thomas Creek battle 
commemoration March 28, an Alligator 
Bridge commemoration at the Callahan 
Fairgrounds and a Liberty Tree dedica-
tion April 4 at Jesse Ball DuPont Park in 
downtown Jacksonville. The Liberty Tree 
dedication, conducted jointly with the 
Jacksonville chapter of the Daughters of 
the American Revolution, will honor the 
Treaty Oak, estimated to be 250 to 400 
years old.

For information about the Sons of the 
American Revolution Jacksonville chap-
ter, contact Chuck Salestrom at chuck-
salestrom02@gmail.com.

Old Glory Retires  cont. from pg. 1

Photos courtesy Anwita Iyengar

Members of the Sons of the American Revolution Jacksonville chapter dress in period costumes for a historical com-
memoration event.

the release said. The district reported 
that Asian students led with 98.2%, 
followed by White students at 94.7%, 
Hispanic students at 94.1% and 
African American students at 93.6%, 
according to the release. English 
Language Learners achieved a 93.2% 
rate, while students with disabilities 
and those receiving free and reduced 
lunch graduated at rates of 91.7% and 
91.5%, respectively, the release stated.

Districtwide success was reflected at 
the school level, with all 21 traditional 
high schools earning a graduation rate 
of 90% or higher, according to the 
release.

Baldwin Middle-Senior High School, 
Paxon School for Advanced Stud-
ies, Douglas Anderson School of the 
Arts, Darnell-Cookman School of the 
Medical Arts, Stanton College Prepa-
ratory School and Samuel W. Wolfson 

High School each achieved 100% 
graduation rates, the release noted.

Westside High School and Englewood 
High School recorded the largest year-
over-year increases, rising by 6.35 and 
5.59 percentage points, respectively, 
according to the release.

To earn a standard high school di-
ploma, the state of Florida requires stu-
dents to meet assessment requirements 
by passing the Grade 10 ELA FAST 
assessment and the Algebra 1 end-of-
course exam, or by earning approved 
comparative scores, the release stated.

Students must also earn a minimum 
2.0 GPA and complete 24 credits, in-
cluding four in English/language arts, 
four in mathematics, three in science, 
three in social studies and one in fine 
arts, according to the release.

For more information about gradu-
ation rates for Duval County Public 

Schools, the release noted that resi-
dents can visit the Florida Depart-

ment of Education’s graduation data 
webpage.

Photo courtesy Duval County Public Schools

For the first time in district history, students from every subgroup across all Duval high schools surpassed a 90% 
graduation rate.

Class of 2025 hits historic high  cont. from pg. 1

By Mark Shelton

After nearly two years of working 
through zoning, navigating permits 
and regulatory requirements, Mandarin 
American Legion Post 372 is finally 
nearing a long-awaited milestone: the 
groundbreaking of its permanent post 
home.

As the project approaches the construction 
phase, members are turning to the commu-
nity for help to make that vision a reality.

The American Legion, founded in 1919, 
is one of the largest and most influential 
veterans' organizations in the United 
States. For years, Post 372 has served 
local veterans and their families with-

out a permanent facility to call its own. 
Despite that challenge, the post has 
remained active in the Mandarin com-
munity, supporting veterans' programs, 
youth initiatives, patriotic events and 
charitable causes.

A permanent home would allow the 
post to expand those efforts.

“This building represents more than 
bricks and mortar,” a post representa-
tive said. “It will be a gathering place 
for veterans, a resource for families and 
a space where the community can come 
together.”

Mandarin American Legion Post 372 seeks support for permanent home

Old Glory Retires cont. on pg. 9
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Breed:
 Domestic Shorthair 

Favorite Activity: 
Food Quality Inspection. 

Favorite Food: 
Steak and spinach
Favorite Friends: 
Her sister, Bella 

How did your BFF get their name: 
She's very bright and honorable as her 

name suggests.

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

450 State Road 13 North
Suite 106 PMB 101

St. Johns, FL 32259
(904) 886-4919

www.FloridaNewsLine.com
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When you advertise, you encourage 
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to marketing your 
business to local 
customers, nobody does 
it better than your 
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Get started with a Free
Marketing Consultation
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To submit items for the Community Calendar, 
email editor@floridanewsline.com.

Feb. 1  
Music Under the Oaks
Music Under the Oaks presented by Manda-
rin Museum and North Florida Folk Network 
will be held Sunday, Feb. 1, from 2 p.m. to 4 
p.m. on the Mandarin Museum’s front lawn. 
Bring a chair or blanket for this community 
jam session. Mandarin Museum and the 1898 
Schoolhouse will be open. This is a free event; 
donations support the museum. For informa-
tion, call 904-268-0784 or visit www.mandarin-
museum.org.

Feb. 3  
Honeybee Quilters Guild 
Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet Tuesday, 
Feb. 3, at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Church of 
Christ, 12791 Old St. Augustine Rd. (entrance to 
the right of the playground in the back). Doors 
open at 6 p.m. The program is TBA; members 
should bring their "Sew and Tell." New mem-
bers and guests are welcome. Visit honeybe-
equilters.org for more information.

Feb. 7  
Historic Buildings Open 
All historic buildings in Walter Jones Histori-
cal Park will be open Saturday, Feb. 7, from 
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. Stroll through the park and 
step inside the 1898 St. Joseph’s Mission 
Schoolhouse, the 1875 Webb Jones Farm-
house, the 1876 Barn and the Losco Winery. 
The Historic Mandarin Store & Post Office 
at 12471 Mandarin Road will also be open. 
Museum volunteers will provide guided 
tours. Admission is free. For information, 
call 904-268-0784 or visit www.mandarin-
museum.org.

Feb. 7  
Mandarin Frog Painting 
Purchase, paint and take home your very own 
Mandarin Frog (or sea turtle) at Mandarin 
Museum on Saturday, Feb. 7, at 10 a.m. The cost 
is $22 plus tax per person and advanced reg-
istration is required. To register, email info@
mandarinmuseum.org.

Feb. 7  
Meet the Maple Leaf Divers 
Meet the men who dove the Maple Leaf 
Shipwreck at Mandarin Museum’s brand-new 
Maple Leaf Gallery on Saturday, Feb. 7, from 10 
a.m. to noon. This is an informal, conversation-
al-style event. Drop in to chat with Dr. Keith 

Holland and his team and view the expanded 
exhibit. Admission is free. For information, call 
904-268-0784 or visit www.mandarinmuseum.
org.

Feb. 12  
Fresh Flower Arrangements
Mandarin Garden Club will have a presenta-
tion on how to arrange fresh flowers given by 
Susan Doane during the Magnolia circle meet-
ing on Feb. 12 at 10 a.m. The public is invited 
to this free event. Visit www.mandaringarden-
club.org for more information.

Feb. 12  
American Legion Post 372 Mandarin 
"Fallen Heroes" Meeting 
The February meeting of the American Legion 
Post 372 Mandarin "Fallen Heroes" will be 
held Thursday, Feb. 12, at 7 p.m. at Williams 
YMCA, 2nd floor, 10415 San Jose Blvd. For more 
information, visit www.alpost372fl.org.

Feb. 15  
Flag Retirement Ceremony 
A Flag Retirement Ceremony will be held 
Sunday, Feb. 15, at 3 p.m. at the Mandarin Com-
munity Center. This ceremony is conducted to 
provide a dignified procedure for the disposal 
of U.S. flags that have been soiled, faded, tat-
tered or torn and are no longer serviceable for 
further display or use.

Feb. 17  
Flowers: The Language of Love 
Mandarin Garden Club Dogwood circle will 
have a presentation on how you can "say it 
with flowers." The speaker will be Sandra Var-
ner, 1st vice president of the club, on Feb. 17 at 
10 a.m. as part of the Dogwood circle monthly 
meeting. This is a free event and the public is 
invited. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org.

Feb. 19  
Camellias: Bells of the South 
On Feb. 19 at 10 a.m., Mandarin Garden Club 
will have Master Gardener Walter Bryant as 
guest speaker about camellias during the 
Cherokee Rose monthly meeting. The public is 
invited to this event. Visit www.mandaringar-
denclub.org.

Feb. 26 
Mandarin Women’s Club Celebrates 
Women’s Heart Month
Mandarin Women’s Club will celebrate Wom-
en’s Heart Month on Thursday, Feb. 26. Doors 
open at 10:30 a.m. at Ramada Inn Mandarin, 

3130 Hartley Road. Reservations are required 
by Feb. 16. Contact barbara.metallo@outlook.
com or call 904-612-6494.

Feb. 26 
Mandarin Republican Club 
The Mandarin Republican Club will meet 
Thursday, Feb. 26, at St. Mary's Seafood, 11290 
Old St. Augustine Rd. Social time begins at 6 
p.m., and the meeting with a speaker starts at 
6:30 p.m.

Feb. 26  
Medicinal Plants in Your Garden 
On Feb. 26 at 7 p.m., the Mandarin Garden Club 
Live Oak Circle meeting will host a learning 
session on how to grow and use medicinal 
plants from your garden. The speakers are 
Master Gardeners Diane Openbrier and Janine 
Smith. The public is invited to this free event. 
For more information visit www.mandaringar-
denclub.org.

Upcoming Events
March 6 – 7 
Mandarin Garden Club Clothing and Jewelry 
$1 Sale  
Gently used clothing items and accessories 
for women, men and children are offered for 
$1; boutique items and jewelry priced slightly 
higher. Pop up plants will be offered at bargain 
prices on the grounds of Mandarin Garden 
Club on March 6 and March 7 from 9 a.m. to 2 
p.m. both days.

Ongoing Activities
Shuffleboard 
Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. 
at Tommy Hazouri Park. The courts are located 
at the park entrance next to the tennis courts. 
Beginners are welcome. Arrive a few minutes 
early for court assignments. Just show up, 
unless it rains.

Sprout - Science through Gardening
Sprout program, Science through Gardening is 
offered for homeschoolers ages 9 to 12. They 
meet at the Mandarin Garden Club on second 
and fourth Mondays of the month from 9:30 to 
11:30 a.m. For more information or to register, 
contact katprov5@gmail.com or visit mandar-
ingardenclub.org/sprouts.

Mandarin Parkinson's Support Group 
Men and women of all ages and stages of Par-
kinson's are welcome. Group/Classes are free. 
A meeting place to do life together. Learn from 

one another and live out real life. Hear from 
speakers, play games, enjoy activities and 
more. Support group meets monthly on Sun-
days from 2 to 4 p.m. at Church of Eleven22, 
4911 Losco Rd. For more information, contact 
Katheryn Donaldson at serving4_him@yahoo.
com or (904) 710-1449.

Mandarin Parkinson's Exercise Classes
Exercise classes for those with Parkinson's 
meet Wednesdays from 6 to 7 p.m. at Christ 
Church, 6045 Greenland Rd., and Thurs-
days from 6 to 7 p.m. at FBC Church, 210 N. 
Ridgecrest Ln. Classes are free. For more 
information, contact Katheryn Donaldson at 
serving4_him@yahoo.com or (904) 710-1449.

Parkinson's Caregiver Group 
Parkinson's Caregiver Group meets the fourth 
Saturday of the month from 10 a.m. to noon 
at 11480 Pine St. Group leader is MaryJane 
Fitzsimons. For more information, contact 
fitzspjmj@comcast.net.

Little Readers 
Storytime for infants and toddlers (ages birth 
to five) with stories, music and movement. 
Storytimes run from 2 to 2:30 p.m. on Mondays 
and 10:15 to 10:45 a.m. on Thursdays at South 
Mandarin Library. Or join us from 10:15 or 11 
a.m. on Fridays at Mandarin Library. Visit jaxli-
brary.org/events for more information.

Willows - A Local Social Group for Widows
A social group for widows of all ages to share 
conversation, fellowship and light refresh-
ments. Meets on the second Tuesday of each 
month from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. at First Christian 
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. Not a grief coun-
seling group. RSVP to Ruth Saunders at (904) 
401-3291 or FloridaSaunders974@gmail.com.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters 
Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every Satur-
day, except on holiday weekends, at 8:30 a.m. 
at Baha'i Community Center, 5034 Greenland 
Road. Guests are welcome. The meetings can 
also be attended online at toastofjax.toastmas-
tersclubs.org.

Shuffleboard 
Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. 
at Tommy Hazouri Park. The courts are located 
at the park entrance next to the tennis courts. 
Beginners are welcome. Arrive a few minutes 
early for court assignments. Just show up, 
unless it rains.

What’s Happening in MandarinWhat’s Happening in Mandarin
Community CalendarFebruaryFebruary

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.
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Creating Smiles & Relationships for a Lifetime!
Our Group of Dental Specialists Provide 
Expert Care from Simple to Complex Cases

• Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
• Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
• Dr. Annie Vu, DMD

•   Dr. Prosperador Taguba DDS
•   Dr. Farzan Roofeh DMD
•   Dr. Kevin Nguyen DMD

• Dr. Kevin Vera, DDS

At Our Specialty Center:
• Dr. Evan Moody, Oral Surgeon
• Dr. Amber Sun, Pediatric Dentist
• Dr. Bob Deason, Practice Limited Endodontics
• Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
• Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics
• Dr. Haider Alramli, Periodontist

 

JRDentalCare.com
12276 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 314 

Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.786.9200

* $59
NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Full Moouth & Panoramic X-Rays

*Cash patients. (D0150, D0220, D1110) No gum disease.

INVISILIGN
Includes Free Blanching Trays &

Whitening Gell with Finished 

Expiration Date: 8/15/2025 Expiration Date: 8/15/2025

Treatment

FREE FREE

FREE

IMPLANT CONSULT ORTHODONTIC
CONSULTATIONwith 3D X-RAY – $500 Value!

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D Cone Your smile and investment 
deserve a second opinion.

Your smile and investment 
deserve a second opinion.

Beam Scan, for implant supported denture, single tooth/bridge.
To determine implant fee starting at $1500.

PORECELAIN
CROWN D2740

4 QUANDRANTS
OF DEEP
CLEANING  D4341

Accepting 

New 

Patients 

of All 

Ages

Call 904.807.8744 
for an appointment  
today or scan 
the QR code

7030 Normandy Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32205

904.786.5850

7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. • Suite 104 
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.786.9200
JR Dental

$500 OFF

SURGICAL TOOTH 
EXTRACTION

Self Pay Only. Excludes Most Wisdom Teeth.

 $299

Appointments

SECOND OPINION

$800 $800

Regain strength, mobility and independence through 
our outpatient rehab programs. Our expert physical, 
occupational and speech therapists provide personalized 
care plans to enhance your quality of life.

Ask your doctor for a referral, then call 904.880.4234.

Explore more services at RiverGarden.org

Confidence is in Bloom.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care  I  Rehab & Therapy  I  Senior Living  I  Adult Day

By Gail Packard

On Thursday, Feb. 26, the Mandarin 
Women’s Club is pleased to welcome 
Jessie Roush, vice president of health 
strategies with the American Heart As-
sociation.

Roush will provide women’s heart health 
and CPR education as well as share 
more about the American Heart As-
sociation’s work in the community. The 
First Coast American Heart Association 
collaborates with local safety net clinics, 
food pantries and community organiza-
tions to provide funding, education and 
other resources. These efforts focus on 
blood pressure, CPR, maternal health, 

nutrition security and tobacco cessation.

Since it is National Heart Health 
Month, attendees are encouraged to 
wear red to show support.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. at the Rama-
da Inn, 3130 Hartley Road, and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required. The 
luncheon cost is $25, and checks must 
be received by Monday, Feb. 16.

To make reservations and obtain pay-
ment instructions, call Barbara at 904-
612-6494 or email Barbara.metallo@
outlook.com. For more information on 
events, photos and membership forms, 
visit mandarinwomensclub.com.

Mandarin Women's club 
celebrates Heart Month

Photo courtesy Mandarin Women’s Club

Members of the Mandarin Women's Club prepare for their upcoming luncheon, which will celebrate Women's Heart 
Month and feature a speaker from the American Heart Association.

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME
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NEW YEAR, 
NEW YOU

Make 2026 the year you feel supported, connected, 
and at home. Tour HarborChase today and unwrap  

a special housewarming gift when you move in.

Because every new beginning  
deserves to be celebrated!

EXPERIENCE
HARBORCHASE

Mandarin  |  (904) 584-9806

By Michele Alex

Spring is just around the corner in Jack-
sonville, and members of the Mandarin 
Garden Club are getting ready to invite 
the community to their semiannual 
clothing and jewelry sale.

The club will host the clothing, jewelry 
and plant sale from 9 a.m. to 2 p.m. 
March 6-7.

Gently used clothing for men, women 
and children will be on sale for $1. 
Items from the boutique and jewelry 
section will be priced separately.

In addition, a pop-up plant sale in the 
gardens will offer additional bargains 
for local gardeners. Master gardeners 
and club enthusiasts will be available 
to answer questions about plants and 
gardening.

The club’s circles continue their monthly 
meetings at 2892 Loretto Road, featur-

ing educational presentations cultivating 
a love for nature and environmental 
conservation. Check the monthly com-
munity calendar for more details.

The Mandarin Garden Club is a non-

profit organization that relies on fund-
raising to support the club. The gardens 
have been designated a Wildlife Habitat 
by the National Wildlife Federation.

The gardens are open to the public to 

enjoy and learn about the beauty of na-
ture from dawn to dusk, except during 
special events or rentals.

Visit mandaringardenclub.org to take a 
virtual tour or for more information.

Mandarin Garden Club announces semiannual sale

NewsLine staff

The Archaeological Institute of Amer-
ica—Jacksonville Society invites the 
public to a free lecture by ancient metals 
specialist Jesse Obert at noon, Feb. 21.

Obert, a professor at the University of 
South Florida, will discuss “The Archae-

ology of Cretan Warriorhood, 700-300 
BCE,” followed by refreshments in the 
Anthropology Lab. Parking is free in all 
faculty, staff and vendor spaces.

For details, contact Melva Price at 904-
241-9411 or aiajaxsoc@gmail.co

Archaeological Institute to host 
lecture on Cretan warriors

Jesse Obert, a professor at the University of South Florida and specialist in ancient metals and weapons, will speak to 
the Archaeological Institute of America-Jacksonville Society on Feb. 21.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Garden Clubn

Mandarin Garden Club members prepare for the upcoming semiannual sale, which will feature clothing, jewelry and plants.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Garden Clubn

The Mandarin Garden Club is located at 2892 Loretto 
Road.
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Contact us today to discover available offers & exclusive discounts.

CALL TODAY
904.737.6337

BUILDINGS • PLUMBING  
ELECTRICAL • HVAC 
RENOVATION & MAINTENANCE 
NEW CONSTRUCTION
(RESIDENTIAL • COMMERCIAL)

WatsonConstructionGroup.com
Building Services: CBC1263732  •  Electric: EC13013382

HVAC: CAC1816040  •  Plumbing: CFC057343

Q: What is the latest on tree planting efforts in 
District 6?

A: Given the tree giveaway event Greenscape of 
Jacksonville hosted on Jan. 17, I thought it was an 
appropriate time to share that during my tenure on 
City Council, nearly 750 trees of all varieties have 
been planted in the district by the City’s Public Works 
Department.

That figure does not include the countless others 
planted by Parks and Recreation in area parks and 
by the Florida Department of Transportation on the 
medians of San Jose Boulevard, as well as the interstate 
interchanges on San Jose and Old St. Augustine Road.

Q: What is the status of the dog parks at Alberts 
Field?

A: While this has been a long time coming, probably 
five years since we announced the prospect of the dog 
parks, I have been advised that the bidding process has 
begun. The work should tentatively begin in March.

After meeting with some constituents in the area, 
the director of Parks and Recreation made modifica-
tions to the original plan to address their interest in 
seeing the existing playground facilities in that area 
kept in place. This would be in addition to the new 
playground facilities that will be located on the south 
end of the park. The revised plans also include an ad-
ditional 50 parking spaces.

Q: Can you explain the 
Mandarin Area Preserva-
tion project?

A: I am pleased to report 
that the consulting company 
to be retained to assist me 
with the development of the Mandarin Area Preser-
vation, Beautification, Visioning and Community 
Engagement project has been identified. A draft of the 
contract is in the hands of the Office of the General 
Counsel.

I am hopeful I will be meeting with the consultants 
soon to map our timeline. The goal is to create an en-
tity similar to Riverside Avondale Preservation and the 
Springfield Area Preservation organizations to serve 
the neighborhoods and thoroughfares in District 6.

Q: What Public Works projects are underway in the 
district?

A: The recent report our office received did not offer 
any significant updates to the many projects taking 
place throughout the district, except that they are in 
the process of installing bike lanes on Old St. Au-
gustine Road between San Jose Boulevard and Losco 
Road. 

Contact Council Member Boylan at MBoylan@coj.net or 
(904) 255-5206.

Q&A with District 6 Council Member 
Michael BoylanQ A&

 Michael Boyland

By Marsha Peacock

Mandarin resident, Eagle Scout and 
Rotarian Byron Peacock coordinated a 
donation of $1,396,000 to the North 
Florida Council of the Boy Scouts of 
America.

Peacock was recognized in a surprise 
visit from the CEO of the North Florida 
Council, Kelvin Williams, and by coun-
cil attorney Rob Heekin at his Satellite 
Evening Club of Southpoint Rotary 
meeting, which he chairs. The Scouts 
presented him and his wife Marsha, who 
had coordinated the surprise visit, with a 
large Eagle statue.

Heekin also shared the story of Pea-
cock's writing "What Scouting Means 
To Me" in the Boy Scout Golden Book 
written 50 years earlier when he earned 
his Eagle Scout award.

Peacock is the president of Peacock 
Consulting Group, LLC, an environ-
mental consulting firm specializing in 

wetland science. He volunteered his 
services to evaluate the wetland property 
on Black Creek that had been donated 
to the Scouts. Because of his efforts, the 
wetlands were designated as Regionally 
Significant by the St. Johns River Water 
Management District for mitigation 
purposes.

He then coordinated with devel-
oper Rise Properties to use the Scout's 
property as mitigation to offset wetland 
impacts for a development in the same 
drainage basis.

Peacock had done a similar coordina-
tion in 2018 with adjacent wetlands 
owned by the Scouts. That coordination 
resulted in $298,200 to the Scouts (for 
a grand total of $1,694,200) and an 
additional $625,265 to the YMCA of 
Orange County.

The Scouts are now in the process of 
donating the land to Clay County for a 
new county park.

Mandarin resident arranges for $1.3 million 
donation to Boy Scouts

Photo courtesy Southpoint Rotary

From left, Council attorney Rob Heekin, Mandarin resident Byron Peacock, Marsha Peacock and North Florida Council 
CEO Kelvin Williams are pictured at the presentation recognizing the Peacocks for coordinating a $1.3 million donation 

to the Boy Scouts.

Support
Local

Journalism
Our team at Florida NewsLine covers the 

issues, sports, and events that shape our 
lives. We focus on facts, not opinions, 

because we believe unbiased, fact-based reporting 
empowers you to cast an informed vote and be a 
better neighbor. All NewsLine content is free, but 
the work we do is only possible with your support.

Help us continue delivering quality journalism, 
and enjoy some exclusive benefits along the way.

Become a Member!

Get Special
Membership Perks.
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Community  Marketplace  Call (904) 886-4919  for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement 
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

SPRING SPECIAL
Pool Remodel/Pool Replaster 

10% discount 
Pool Service repair $50 off

Expires 2/28/26

(904)838-0553
AIIAmericanPoolCo.com

We also specialize in new construction,
equipment upgrades, and more!

 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 

chris

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

����������������������

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST  

Over 35 Years Exp.
FL-5456A

— Tree Preservation — Plant Health Care — Insect & Disease Treatments

(904) 268-1017 
www.snipstree.com

LICENSED                                           INSURED
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NewLine staff

The Mandarin Museum has unveiled 
its latest exhibition, “When the Kiln 
is Opened: The Art of Charlie Moses 
Brown.”

Running through March 21, the exhibit 
honors the life and artistry of one of 
Northeast Florida’s most influential 
ceramicists, whose work and legacy have 
left an indelible mark on the regional 
and national craft landscape.

Born in Mayport in 1904 and raised in 
Mandarin from the age of 3, Charles 
Moses “Charlie” Brown (1904–1987) 
discovered his passion for clay later 
in life. Originally trained as a painter, 
Brown began working with pottery after 
attending a class encouraged by his close 
friend, fellow artist Memphis Wood, in 
the early 1950s.

By the 1960s he had embraced the 
ancient Japanese raku firing technique, 
pulling pieces red-hot from the kiln and 
allowing organic materials like sawdust 
to create striking, unpredictable surface 
effects.

The Mandarin Museum’s exhibition 
brings together a remarkable selection 
of Brown’s pottery, including hand-built 

vessels, raku-fired forms, wall hangings 
and other creations that illustrate his 
deep connection to his craft. Unlike 
many ceramic artists who turn to the 
potter’s wheel, Brown preferred to shape 
his works by hand, believing the inher-
ent irregularities and spontaneity of the 
firing process reflected the true spirit of 
the clay.

Visitors will also find photographs, 
archival materials and personal stories 
from those who knew him, offering 
insight into both the artist’s creative pro-
cess and the community that supported 
and inspired him.

Special thanks to MOCA Jacksonville, 
UNF College of Arts and Sciences, 
Vina and Amy Schemer, Kyle and Bruce 
Musser, Tracey and Sandy Arpen, Dr. 
Bruce and Mrs. Cathy Yergin, and Ken 
and Cate McCauley for contributing 
pieces on loan for the duration of the 
exhibit.

“When the Kiln is Opened” is free of 
charge during regular museum hours, 10 
a.m. to 4 p.m. Wednesday through Sat-
urday. The Mandarin Museum is located 
at Walter Jones Historical Park, 11964 
Mandarin Road.

Mandarin Museum 
honors potter Charlie 
Moses Brown

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum

The Mandarin Museum’s new exhibit, “When the Kiln is Opened: The Art of Charlie Moses Brown,” features hand-built 
vessels and raku-fired forms by the influential Northeast Florida ceramicist.

Community members, veterans, busi-
nesses and organizations interested in 
supporting the project are encouraged 
to get involved. Donations of materials 
or labor are especially valuable, help-
ing stretch limited funds while building 
strong local partnerships.

Post 372 is seeking community support 
in many forms, including monetary do-
nations to help fund construction costs, 
as well as construction materials such as 
lumber, concrete, fixtures and supplies. 
Additionally, the post needs skilled and 
unskilled labor, including contractors, 
tradespeople and volunteers willing to 
donate time and expertise.

According to the post, all contributions 

— large or small — will directly support 
the construction of the permanent home 
and help accelerate completion.

As groundbreaking approaches, Post 372 
hopes this project will reflect the spirit 
of service that defines the American 
Legion — neighbors helping neighbors 
and a community honoring its veterans 
in a meaningful, lasting way.

Those interested in becoming a Plati-
num Sponsor or learning more about 
how to help should contact Mandarin 
American Legion Post 372 directly at 
postcdr@alpost372fl.org for donation 
and volunteer information.

The post is a nonprofit 501(c)(19) 
organization, and all donations are tax-
deductible.

Old Glory Retires  cont. from pg. 2

Photo courtesy Mandarin American Legion Post 372

Mandarin American Legion Post 372 is raising funds and seeking material donations as it nears the groundbreaking of 
its permanent post home.
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FishingFishing
AUTOS/MISC

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast — FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ib le .  C a l l  800-24 5-0398

MISCELLANEOUS

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vin-
tage guitars! Gibson, Fender, 
Mar tin,  Grecsch, Ricken-
backer, Epiphone, Etc. 1930’s 
to 1980’s. Call 866-433-8277

Reach mill ions of homes 
nationwide with one easy, af-
fordable buy in the ADS Net-
work! For more information 
www.communitypublishers.
com/category/all-products

Peace of mind & early de-
tection — Now more than 
ever, it ’s important to get 
screened for Stroke & Car-
diovascular Disease risk . 
Life Line Screening is simple 
& painless . 833-970-4172

We buy houses for cash 
as is! No repairs or fuss. 
Any condition. Easy 3-step 
process: Call, get cash of-
fer, get paid. Get your fair 
cash offer today. Liz Buys 
H o u s e s :  8 4 4 - 8 7 7- 5 8 3 3

Por table oxygen concen-
trator may be covered by 
Medicare! Reclaim inde-

pendence & mobility w/the 
compact design & long-
lasting battery. Inogen One 
free info kit! 877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular — same 
reliable, nationwide cover-
age as large carriers . No 
long-term contract or hidden 
fees, free activation. All plans 
unlimited talk & text starting 
at just $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your 
book! Dorrance Publishing 
trusted since 1920.  Con-
sultation, production, pro-
motion & distribution. Free 
author`s guide 877-729-4998 
or dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gutters. 
G u a r a n t e e d !  L e a f F i l t e r 
backed by no-clog guar-
antee & li fetime warran-
ty. Call 1-833-610-1936 to 
schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your 
entire order. Military & Se-
niors get additional 10% off. 
Limited time. Restrictions 
apply, see rep for details.

Replace your roof w/the best 
looking & longest lasting 
material steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! 3 styles/multiple col-
ors available. Guaranteed 
to last a lifetime! Limited 

t ime offer up to 50% off 
install + additional 10% off 
install military, health & 1st 
responders. 833-370-1234

Inflation at 40-year highs. 
Interest rates are up. Credit 
cards, medical bills, car loans. 
Have $10k+ in debt? Call Na-
tional Debt Relief to find out 
how to pay off your debt for 
much less than you owe! 
Free quote: 844-955-4930

Don't let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the solu-
tion for anyone who strug-
gles on the stairs, concerned 
about a fall or wants to regain 
access to their entire home.  
AmeriGlide 833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less 
than 60  se conds .  D on' t 
wait! Protect your family, 
home, assets now for as little 
as 70¢/day! 833-890-1262

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can 
install a new, custom bath 
or shower in as l i tt le as 
1-day. Limited time, waving 

all installation costs! Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject 
to change & vary by dealer. 
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your 
home f rom pests safely. 
Roaches ,  Bed Bugs ,  Ro -
dent ,  Termite,  Spiders & 
more .  L oca l l y  owne d & 
affordable. For service or 
inspection today! 833-860-
0657 Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America's pre-
mier mobile medical alert 
system. Home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No 
long term contracts, free 
brochure!  888-489-3936

Aging roof ?  New home-
owner? Storm damage? You 
need a local exper t pro-
vider that proudly stands 
behind their work.  Fast, free 
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 833-640-4753 Have zip 
code ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & 
restoration: A small amount 

of water can lead to major 
damage in your home. Our 
trusted professionals do 
repairs to protect your fam-
ily & home value! 833-887-
0117. Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn service: 
Fertilization, weed control, 
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote. 
A sk about  f i rs t  appl ica-
tion special! 833-860-0811

DIRECTV Stream — Carries 
the most local MLB games! 

Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for 
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-
es. HBO Max included for 
3 mos w/Choice Package 
or higher. No contract or 
hidden fees! Restrictions 
apply.  IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. 400+ procedures. 
Real dental insurance — not 
a discount plan. Free info 
kit! 855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Job Finder February:
Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living 
communities throughout the state of Florida. We're always looking 
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current 
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers. 

Stop cleaning-out 
your gutters 
this season

15% OFF + 10%
LeafFilter* Discount For 

Seniors + Military

EXPIRES SOON AN ADDITIONAL

Promo: 285

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and 
estimate: 1-855-595-2102

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional off er includes 15% off  plus an additional 10% off  for qualifi ed veterans and/or seniors. No ob-
ligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678, 
IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN 
IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, 
RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

Transform 
Your Bathroom 

and Change 
Your Life.

*Free toilet with purchase and installation of a walk-in tub or walk-in shower only. Offer available while supplies last. 
No cash value. Must present offer at time of purchase. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Market restrictions 

may apply. Offer available in select markets only.  CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445  13VH11096000

FREE TOILET + $1,500 OFF*

For your FREE information kit and
our Senior Discounts, Call Today Toll-Free

1-855-417-1306

Visit us online!
www.

floridanewsline.
com

The Ascension St. Vincent's Foundation, 
the philanthropic arm of the Ascen-
sion St. Vincent’s health care system, 
has appointed Caitlin Brunell as its new 
president, effective Jan. 1, according to a 
recent release.

Brunell brings almost a decade of 
nonprofit leadership experience to the 
role, the release stated. Most recently, 
she served as the executive director of 
the American Heart Association in 
Jacksonville, leading operations and 
initiatives across the First Coast market. 
She previously held roles as development 
vice president for the organization and 
worked with the Tim Tebow Founda-
tion.

“I am deeply honored to step into this 

role and energized by the opportuni-
ties that lie ahead,” Brunell said in the 
release. “In meaningful partnership with 
dedicated individuals and organizations 
that stand alongside us, we will continue 
to serve our beloved community with 
compassion and explore new ways to 
expand access to quality care for everyone 
we serve.”

Her commitment to serving others began 
in childhood, volunteering for a founda-
tion that supported critically ill children 
and their families in Northeast Florida, 
according to the release. In 2006, she 
founded the nonprofit Caitlin's Closet, 
which provides young women with-
out resources the opportunity to outfit 
themselves in donated clothes for proms, 

dances, academic ceremonies and sports 
banquets.

“Caitlin's proven track record in non-
profit leadership and her deep commit-
ment to serving others align perfectly 
with Ascension's mission to help those 
most in need," Scott Kashman, 
president and CEO of Ascension St. 
Vincent's Riverside, said in the release. 
"Her experience building meaning-
ful partnerships will strengthen our 
foundation's ability to support our 
community.”

The Ascension St. Vincent’s Foundation 
is a nonprofit organization established in 
1982 that raises funds to support spiritu-
ally centered, holistic care for all people, 
with special attention to those who are 

underinsured or uninsured, the release 
stated.

For more information, the release noted 
residents can visit GiveStVincents.org.

Ascension St. Vincent’s Foundation appoints Caitlin Brunell as president

Caitlin Brunell
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By Jeremy Yates

The Friends of the Mandarin Library 
is hosting another book sale at 3330 
Kori Road. You’ll find a wide selec-
tion of items for every age, including 
books, CDs, DVDs and puzzles. 
Fill up a bag with books for just $10 
(the Friends supply the bags). Hours 
are 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. Friday, Feb. 6, 
and 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 
7. Please note: This sale is cash only.

The Friends also invite you to a Lit 
Chat Interview with Terah Shelton 
Harris from 2 to 3 p.m. Thursday, 
Feb. 19, at the Mandarin Library. 
The author of “One Summer in Sa-
vannah,” “Long After We’re Gone” 
and other “upmarket fiction with 
bittersweet endings,” Shelton Har-
ris is set to release her third book, 
“Where the Wildflowers Grow,” just 
days before the event. An audience 
Q&A and book signing will follow 
the author talk. Copies of her books 
will be available for sale at the event 
by a local bookstore (if you don’t 
already own a copy). Save your seat 
at jaxlibrary.org/LitChat. This event 
is sponsored by the Friends of the 
Mandarin Library.

Speaking of friends ... Do you have 
an infant or toddler (ages birth to 
5)? Make friends with other fami-
lies and read great books at Little 
Readers. Each program includes a 
story you and your child will love 
plus music and movement for a 
fun learning and bonding experi-
ence. Storytimes run weekly from 
2 to 2:30 p.m. Mondays and 10:15 
to 10:45 a.m. Thursdays at South 
Mandarin Library. Or visit us at 
10:15 or 11 a.m. Fridays at Manda-
rin Library.

More fun for the whole family: 
All young Jedi are being called to 
“Padawan Training” at 3:30 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 12, at Mandarin 
Library – where they’ll play Star 
Wars-themed games to discover if 
they have what it takes to channel 
the Force!

Turn Up for Tech from 4 to 5 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 19, at South Man-
darin Library, where you’ll interact 
with everything from robots to 
circuits, animation and coding.

Youth (ages 9 and older): Join us at 
4 p.m. every Monday at Mandarin 
Library for more free “fandom” 
events with games and activities in-
spired by popular characters, books 
or series like “Steven Universe,” “Spy 
School” and more.

Please note: All Jacksonville Pub-
lic Library locations will be closed 
Monday, Feb. 16, for Presidents’ 
Day.

Add these activities (and more) 
to your calendar at jaxlibrary.org/
events.

Visit mandaringardenclub.org to 
take a virtual tour or for more infor-
mation.

Mandarin Arms 
Apartments

11648 Pine Acres Rd.
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Phone (904) 268-7251

• South Mandarin school district
• Garbage/Pest Control Paid

• Playground
• Fully Electric

• Equipped with Stove, Refrigerator, and 
Mini blinds

2  Bedroom Townhouses
• On Site Manager
Rental Assistance

Rents: $0-1298 Monthly
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2892 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville FL 32223

PLANT
SALE

Friday, March 6 - 9am - 2pm
Saturday, March 7 - 9am - 2pm

Friends of Mandarin Library hosts book sale, 
author talk in February

Photo courtesy Friends of Mandarin Library

The Friends of the Mandarin Library will host a book sale Feb. 6-7 at the library on Kori Road, where shoppers can fill a provided bag with books for $10.
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Keep your health on the  
right track. 
Are you ready to take charge of your health? Finding a primary care 

doctor you trust is a good first step. Primary care doctors are often the 

first to notice subtle signs before they become serious. And with more 

than 200 providers conveniently located throughout the area, 

Baptist Health can help you find one who’s just right for you.

We’re here for you!  
Book an appointment today  

by calling 904.202.4YOU  
or scan the QR code below. 

Looking for a new doctor 
who’s just right for you?

© Baptist Health 2026Baptist Primary Care physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Primary Care, Inc.

Teobaldo Visconti, who became Pope 
Gregory X. Deeply affected by the 
ordeal, Gregory later issued formal rules 
for future elections: the cardinals would 
henceforth meet cum clave, in strict 
seclusion until a pope was chosen.

The conclave was born.

From medieval crisis to modern ritual

When the cardinals assembled last year 
to elect Pope Leo, they followed proce-
dures that trace directly back to Gregory 
X's decree, procedures shaped by that 
long winter in Viterbo.

The locked doors of the Sistine Chapel, the 
oath of secrecy, the daily ballots, the white 
smoke rising above St. Peter's, all of it car-
ries the imprint of this small hill town.

Walking through living history

Today, visitors to Viterbo step into a 
remarkably preserved medieval world. 
The stark interior of San Lorenzo Cathe-
dral stands beside the Papal Palace. The 
former conclave hall houses relics and 
a rare parchment bearing the original 

balloting tags of the cardinals. The old 
quarter unfolds in narrow stone lanes 
and arches that seem little changed since 
the Middle Ages.

Viterbo is not a museum city. It breathes. 
It lives. And its stones remember.

Viterbo taught the Church that even sa-
cred decisions require structure and that 
faith sometimes needs the firm nudge. 
The rules born there continue to guide 
the world's largest Christian institution, 
including the election of Pope Leo in 
our own time.

Debi Lander is an award-winning travel 
writer and photographer who blends her 
passion for history, culture, food, and 
personal discovery into captivating stories. 
Through her website Bylandersea.com and 
her long-running travel column for Florida 
Newsline, she explores destinations from 
small U.S. towns to iconic global land-
marks. She hopes her  storytelling and prac-
tical insights inspire readers to experience 
the world with curiosity, appreciation, and 
a sense of adventure. Debi can be reached 
by email to mail@floridanewsline.com.

I recently took an hour-
and-a-half train trip north 
from Rome to the medi-
eval city of Viterbo. This 
predominantly stone-built 
region once stood at the 
very center of the Catho-
lic world. Viterbo is not 
just another beautiful hill 
town. Known as The City 
of Popes, it is the place 
where the modern papal 
conclave was forged, born from frustra-
tion, faith, and a roof quite literally torn 
away.

Last year, when the world once again 
watched white smoke curl into the 
Roman sky with the election of Pope 
Leo, Viterbo's story felt newly alive. The 
ancient process that guided the Church 
through that transition began here more 
than seven centuries ago.

A city of popes and power

During the 13th century, Rome was 
often unstable, unhealthy, and racked by 
political conflict and violence. Viterbo, 
loyal to the papacy and protected by 
strong medieval walls, became a favored 
refuge for popes. Several lived and gov-
erned here, transforming the city into a 
temporary seat of Christendom.

The Palazzo dei Papi, with its com-
manding loggia and austere Gothic 
lines, still dominates Viterbo's skyline. 
Standing in its shadow, I could easily 

imagine the urgency and 
tension that once filled its 
chambers, for this is where 
one of the most significant 
events in Church history 
unfolded.

The election that 
changed everything

Viterbo's pivotal role 
began in 1261, when Pope 
Alexander IV died within 

the city walls. The cardinals gathered 
there to elect his successor, establish-
ing Viterbo as a trusted stage for papal 
decision-making.

But it was after the death of Pope Clem-
ent IV in 1268 that Viterbo would truly 
change history.

The cardinals met again in the palace, 
but months turned into years. Yes, near-
ly three years passed, 1,003 days exactly, 
the longest papal election in history. 
The people of Viterbo, exhausted by the 
stalemate and fearing divine displeasure, 
finally took action. In those days it was 
customary for the city to host the cardi-
nals, but after such a long time, supplies 
were running low. The citizens locked 
the cardinals inside the palace, restricted 
their meals, and eventually removed the 
roof, exposing them to sun, rain, and 
winter winds. (They slept in tents and 
the room still bears the post holes.)

In 1271, the cardinals finally elected 
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The medieval city of Viterbo, Italy, is known as The City of Popes and was the site where the modern papal conclave 
was born in the 13th century.


