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Digging Into
Florida’s
ancient past

By Brooke Freeman

Dr. Keith Ashley, University of
North Florida associate professor
of anthropology, will speak about
“Archaeology and the Indigenous
History of Northeastern Florida™ at
the next Coastal Friends luncheon
on Wednesday, Jan. 7, 2026. The
indigenous history spans over
10,000 years and will be followed
by a question-and-answer period.
Ashley has been affiliated with
UNF for over 17 years and is

also an assistant professor of
archaeology.

The luncheon will be held at Marsh
Landing Country Club, 25655
Marsh Landing Parkway, Ponte

Digging cont. on pg. 6
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Fresh Fridays

New market makes fresh, local food a Friday tradition

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman
editor@floridanewsline.com

What started on a wing and a prayer has
blossomed into a thriving Friday tradi-
tion in Ponte Vedra.

Retired dentist Dr. Leslie Taylor
launched the Ponte Vedra Friday Farmers
Market at Palm Valley Outdoors in July
2025 with a simple goal: create an afford-
able gathering place where the communi-
ty could buy local food and know exactly

where it came from.

Six months later, the waterside market
has tripled its vendors from 12 to 30, of-
fering everything from organic vegetables
and grass-fed beef to the state’s only certi-
fied raw dairy farmer.

Market cont. on pg. 2

Photo by Leslie Taylor

Rotarians fill bags, fill bellies

NewsLine staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra made
sure nearly 300 local students didn’t
go hungry during the holiday break,

donating $500 and stuffing backpacks
in December for children facing food
insecurity.

Rotarians joined volunteers from Bless-
ings in a Backpack to pack weekend

Photo courtesy Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra
Volunteers from the Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra and Blessings in a Backpack packed nearly 300 weekend food bags for local students at Christ Church,

food bags for elementary and middle
school students who are fed through
federally funded meal programs during
the school week but may return home

Rotarians cont. on pg. 2
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Photos courtesy Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra
Sharon Kehoe, right, accepts a $500 check from Rotary Club of Ponte Vedramembers.

Rotarians cont. from pg. 1 The holiday bags included notes of
affirmation written by Interact Club
members from Bartram Trail High

School.

to empty cupboards.

“This year we added 60 additional

hild Backpack ,
Chit CLEETL T our Backpack program The Ponte Vedra/Palm Valley Blessings

in a Backpack volunteer group meets
every Thursday morning at Christ
Church to pack weekend food bags.
Volunteers distribute them to eight
local schools, including Ponte Vedra-
Palm Valley/Rawlings Elementary,
Ocean Palms Elementary, Landrum
Middle School and Seabreeze
Elementary in Jacksonville
Beach.

and the support from the Rotary Club
will have a significant impact on our
ability to ensure that children will
have nutritious meals on the holiday
break,” said Sharon Kehoe, a Ponte
Vedra resident who leads the local

Blessings efforts.

The group relies on funding
from organizations like THE
PLAYERS Championship,
Christ Church, local Rotary
clubs and private donations.
It costs approximately $150 to
provide weekend food for one
child for the school year.

“We are a totally volunteer
group, and 100% of the
money raised by donation
or grants goes towards the
purchase of food for the
student food bags,” Kehoe
said.

The Rotary Club of Ponte
Vedra meets on the first or

Photos courtesy Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra thi[‘d Tuesday Of each month

A volunteer arranges snacks during the Rotary Club of Ponte ;¢ Really Good Beer Stop in
Vedra's backpack-stuffing event for Blessings in a Backpack.

Nocatee at 11:30 a.m.

Market cont. from pg. 1

“My goal in starting this market was

to make it just the very best possible,”
Taylor said. “T hope that people will do
their weekly shopping with us.”

Taylor has long loved farmers markets,
but noticed theyd become expensive
for vendors. She wanted to create some-
thing more accessible. After making
soap and lotions for years as a hobby,
her husband suggested turning it into a
business when they moved to Florida.

“I approached Paul Rohan, who owns
the Palm Valley Outdoors Bar and
Grill, just kind of on a wing and a
prayer, and he was all about it,” she
said. “This is better than I ever could
have dreamed for.”

The market runs every Friday from

10 a.m. to 2 p.m. year-round, except
Christmas and New Year’s weeks. Set
along the Intracoastal Waterway at 1
Palm Valley Road, Ponte Vedra Beach,
it features organic vegetables, locally
raised grass-fed beef and pork, pasture-
raised eggs and chicken, gluten-free
baked goods, sourdough breads,
fresh-pressed juices, kimchi and local
artisans.

“The community support has been
phenomenal,” Taylor said.

One standout vendor is JD Rogers of
Udders and More, Florida’s only certi-
fied raw dairy farmer. He tests every
single batch of milk for bacterial and
fat content. There are only 57 certified
raw dairy farmers in the country.

Every bottle of milk Rogers sells is
labeled with the name of the cow that
produced it - Doris, Betty Mae and
others.

“His dairy is safe, delicious and won-
derful,” Taylor said. She even gets whey
from Rogers to make some of her soap.

Photo by Leslie Taylor

The market’s fruit vendor brings
perhaps the biggest selection of fresh
fruit available in Northeast Florida.
He drives throughout South Florida
and Georgia to source locally grown
produce.

“Right now he’s bringing us incredible
variety from South Florida and Geor-
gia,” Taylor said. “We have probably
the biggest selection of fresh fruit avail-
able.”

Rohan’s community-minded approach
extends beyond hosting the market.

He provides a free spot each week to an
animal rescue group, reflecting both his
and Taylor’s passion for helping local

rescues.

“The owner of Palm Valley Out-
doors Bar and Grill is very commu-
nity minded and just has a big heart,”
Taylor said. “So that’s kind of one of
our things - we want to try to help the
animal rescue groups if we can.”

Taylor said the market has attracted
many repeat customers, creating a sense
of community each week. The market
often features live music and includes a
bouncy house for children, making it a
family-friendly destination.

“We get to know our customers be-
cause we have so many repeat custom-
ers,” she said. “It’s very reassuring, I
think, for all of us to know where our
food is coming from and who is mak-
ing our products and who is baking our
bread. There’s a lot of accountability
that way.”

That accountability and personal
connection is what Taylor values most
about the market she’s created.

“I think everybody sees the value in
supporting local,” she said.
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AAFEORDABLE WATER

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system
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Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis. I

7 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [
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Planet Granite Countertops
Free Estimate for Kitchen,
Baths and Outdoor

Kitchen countertops

Installing countertops since 2007.

Contact Today:
Sam Martin 904-483-6153
planetgranite@aol.com




F LO RI D % W Mandarin NewsLine ® The CreekLine

BFF

450 State Road 13 North
Suite 106 PMB 101
St. Johns, FL 32259
(904) 886-4919
www.FloridaNewsLine.com

Publisher
Mark Pettus
Publisher@FloridaNewsLine.com

Editor
Tracy Dishman
Editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Bookkeeper
Emily Whitehead
Accounting@FloridaNewsLine.com

Social Media
SocialMedia@FloridaNewsLine.com

Advertising Sales
Haley Cook

haley.cook@newslinedigital.com

Ponte Vedra NewsLine community newspaper is a free monthly
publication delivered to all addresses in Zip Codes 32081 and 32082.
Submission of articles and photographs are received by mail or
email, although email to editor@FloridaNewsLine.com is
preferred. The writers' opinions do not necessarily reflect the
opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available
by request. Florida NewsLine is not responsible for
advertisement content or accuracy of information provided
by its advertisers Nor does Florida NewsLine e’ .+ «iny
of the products or services included in this _I_F_P_A_Dn.
Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement
or copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no
portion of this publication may be copied without the express
written consent of the publisher. ©2025.

uas O rperiin

Siberian Husky

Snuggling, playing with sticks and

hiking with his moms.

Apple slices and broccoli.

Atlas the dachshund mix.

As soon as | picked him up, | knew he

was a Theodore!
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Best Furry Friend

of the month

Meet Theodore!

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions

above before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw
the BFF contest in Ponte Vedra NewsLine. Your pet could be our BFF
of the month and appear in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.
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A full weekend of exciting events for storytelling fans of all ages!
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To submit items for the Community
Calendar, email editor@floridanews-
line.com.

Nov.15 - Jan. 11

St. Augustine Nights

of Lights

The 32nd annual Nights of Lights
illuminates historic downtown St. Au-
gustine with over 3 million tiny white
lights nightly. Recognized by National
Geographic as one of the “10 Best
Holiday Light Displays in the World.'
Light-Up! Night is Saturday, Nov. 15,
with entertainment at 4 p.m. and light-
ing ceremony at 6:30 p.m. Free Park &
Ride shuttle available. Visit www.flori-
dashistoriccoast.com/nights-lights/

Jan. 4

St. Augustine Film Society: “The
Crimson River”

A sleek, wintry French police drama
with a serial killer narrative wrapped
in an art-film atmosphere. Sunday, Jan.
4 at the Unitarian Universalist Fellow-
ship, 2487 A1A S., St. Augustine. Doors
open 3:30 p.m,, film begins 4 p.m. Visit
www.staugustinefilmsociety.org for
more information.

Jan. 6

Vicar's Landing Boutique Sale

The sale features framed art, knick-
knacks with many $1items, antiques
and household furnishings. The sale
will be held Tuesday, Jan. 6 from 11
a.m. to 1p.m. at the Vicar's Landing-
Sawgrass Community Building, 1000
Vicar's Landing Way. The public is
welcome and signs will point the way
to the three shopping venues. Checks
or cash only. Proceeds benefit the
Vicar's Employee Scholarship Fund.
Call Beverly Webb at 904-315-2610 for
more information.

Jan.7
Coastal Friends Luncheon
Dr. Keith Ashley, UNF Associate Profes-

sor of Anthropology, will speak about
“Archaeology and the Indigenous
History of Northeastern FL" at this
luncheon on Wednesday, Jan. 7, from
11a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Marsh Landing
Country Club, 25655 Marsh Landing
Parkway. Cost is $25. Reservations re-
quired by Jan. 2 at bartshar@comcast.
net. Open to members, guests and the
community.

Jan.15

Arbor Day Sleeving Prep

Volunteers are needed starting at 10
a.m. to bag and staple info sheets to
1,000 bareroot trees. Sign up on Better
Impact.

Jan. 16

Arbor Day Tree Giveaway

Held from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. at Anas-
tasia Island, Bartram Trail, Hastings
(Harris Center), and Southeast Branch
libraries, as well as the main office.
Volunteers should arrive at 9:30 a.m.
Trees include Red Maple, Red Buckeye,
Mayhaw, American Sweetgum and
Smooth Sumac.

Jan. 23

Savvy Job Hunters Ministry Workshop
The Savvy Job Hunters Ministry of
Christ Episcopal Church will host a
free virtual workshop, “Do What You
Are: Connecting Personality Types to
Careers Using MBTI," on Friday, Jan. 23
from 10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m. Presented by
Margaret MacNaughton, MBTI Quali-
fied Practitioner. Email Pam Ottesen at
savvyjobs@ccpvb.org to register and
receive the Zoom link.

Jan. 23 - 25

78th Annual Jacksonville

Boat Show

Features watercraft, seminars and
family fun at the Prime Osborn Con-
vention Center, 1000 Water Street.
Hours are 11 a.m. to 6 p.m. Friday; 10
a.m. to 6 p.m. Saturday; and 10 a.m.

|RontelVedra

to 4 p.m. Sunday. Admission is $15 for
adults, $5 for children under 12, and
$12 for seniors/military/first respond-
ers. Visit www.boatjax.com for tickets
and information.

Jan. 25St. Augustine Film Society:
“Blancanieves”

A 2012 Spanish silent, black-and-white
reimagining of Snow White, set in
1920s Andalusia. Sunday, Jan. 25 at

the Unitarian Universalist Fellowship,
2487 A1A S., St. Augustine. Doors open
5:30 p.m,, film begins 6 p.m. Visit www.
staugustinefilmsociety.org for more
information.

Jan. 26

North Florida Women'’s Chorale
Rehearsals

The North Florida Women's Chorale
begins rehearsals for spring concerts
on Monday, Jan. 26. The group is open
to anyone interested in joining. Visit
www.womenschorale.org for more
information.

Jan.2-31

Nocatee Events

Events this month include: First Friday
Trivia, Jan. 2, 6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. at
Paradise Park; Family Bingo, Jan. 8, 6
p.m. - 8 p.m. at Paradise Park; Food
Truck Friday, Jan. 9 and Jan. 30, 5:30
p.m. - 8 p.m. at Nocatee Station Field;
Polar Plunge, Jan. 10, 8 a.m. - 10 a.m. at
Splash Waterpark; Toddler Storytime,
Jan.15 and Jan. 29, 9:30 a.m. at the
Nocatee Room; PJ Jam, Jan. 16, 6 p.m. -
8:30 p.m. at the Nocatee Room; Kickin'
Off the New Year Farmers Market, Jan.
17,10 a.m. - 1 p.m. at Nocatee Station
Field; Unwined Wednesday, Jan. 28, 6
p.m. - 8 p.m. at Crosswater Hall; and
Yappy Hour, Jan. 31,4 p.m. - 6 p.m. at
Nocatee Station Field.

Ongoing Activities
Council on Aging programs
Council on Aging offers interest groups

at THE PLAYERS Community Senior
Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte
Vedra Beach, and the COA Center at
UF Health Nocatee. Programs include
lunch programs, duplicate bridge, tap
dance, painting classes, chair exer-
cise, tai chi, canasta, bingo and board
games. Most activities are weekly be-
ginning Dec. 2. THE PLAYERS Center is
closed Dec. 24-26. Call (904) 209-3659
or visit www.coasjc.org/ponte-vedra-
center. For Nocatee programs, email
pbrunell@Stjohnscoa.com or call (904)
814-9407.

Palm Valley Market

Palm Valley Market will be held at
Palm Valley Community Center, 148
Canal Blvd., every Tuesday from 10 a.m.
to 1 p.m. The market offers organic
produce, pasture-raised meats, local
honey, baked goods and local crafts.
Email info@PalmValleyMarket.com.

Ponte Vedra Beach Ruck Club

Free beach ruck every Tuesday at
6:30 p.m. Meet on the top floor of the
parking garage at Christ Episcopal
Church, 400 San Juan Drive, Ponte
Vedra Beach. Rucking is carrying
weight in a backpack while walking.
The rucks are 3-3.5 miles. All fitness
levels welcome.

Ponte Vedra Friday

Farmers Market

The market is held every Friday from
10 a.m. to 2 p.m. at The Palm Valley
Outdoors Bar & Grill, 377 S. Roscoe
Blvd. Overlooking the Intracoastal
Waterway, it features fresh organi-
cally grown produce, Florida grass-fed
beef, pork, local honey, pasture-raised
chicken and eggs, certified raw dairy,
wholegrain breads, gluten-free baked
goods, natural botanical skincare,
local artisans and more in a family-
friendly atmosphere.

ATSON

Construction

Group, Inc.

Contact us today to discover available offers & exclusive discounts.

2| CALLTODAY
!-.; 904.737.6337 s

WatsonConstructionGroup.com

Building Services: CBC1263732 e Electric: EC13013382
HVAC: CAC1816040 e Plumbing: CFC057343

NEW CONSTRUCTION
(RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL)

BUILDINGS * PLUMBING
ELECTRICAL « HVAC

RENOVATION & MAINTENANCE
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Fresh produce, fresh purpose at Vicar's Landing

By Sally Green

Vicar’s Landing broke ground on an
aquaponics greenhouse that will bring
more than fresh vegetables to its Ponte
Vedra Beach campus.

The eco-friendly greenhouse, designed
by OneWorldFresh and supported
through a naming partnership with
Auld & White Constructors, will
produce organic fruits and vegetables
while offering residents hands-on
opportunities to plant, harvest and
learn about sustainable agriculture. The
facility is slated to open in early 2026.

“This greenhouse isn't just about
food—it’s about opportunity,” said
Bruce Vorsanger, chief development
officer at Vicar’s Landing. “It gives our
residents access to fresh, nutrient-rich
produce year-round, while also offering
new ways to engage with one another,
stay socially and physically active,

and experience the joy of cultivating
something from the ground up.”

The closed-loop system will grow food
right on the campus at 1003 York Road,
bringing sustainable food production
directly to residents. Volunteers will
have the chance to participate in all
aspects of the greenhouse operations,
supporting a healthier lifestyle and

promoting a sense of personal purpose.

Auld & White Constructors, a
longtime leader in Northeast Florida’s
construction industry, serves as the
naming sponsor. The Jacksonville-based
company brings both financial support
and a commitment to sustainability and
community development.

OneWorldFresh, also based in
Jacksonville, specializes in aquaponics
systems that support health, education
and local food resilience.

Photos courtesy Vicar's Landing
A rendering shows the exterior of the aquaponics greenhouse at Vicar's Landing in Ponte Vedra Beach.
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Happy New Year! We
left off last month talk-
ing about specks so we
are going to get right
back into it. Specks,
speckled perch, or crap-
pie are a very popular
freshwater fish to target
all over the country.
We have a targetable
population of them in
the river, but probably
not as many as further south

or in larger lakes around the

state. Current, salinity, and lack of
habitat play a large role in limiting
their numbers in our area of the river,
but area creeks see a seasonal push
each year as they search for spawning
areas.

If you're looking for a fish to keep

you on the water on the coldest days
you've got your fish. Specks don’t seem
to mind. I've caught them in water
temperatures as cold as 46 degrees and
ice on the boat. That’s not appealing
to most, I know, but I just want to let
you know that you can.

The most popular method for catch-
ing them is with live minnows. Using
small slip floats allow you to target
the specks at various depths. They are
a schooling fish and they suspend at
various depths, so you need to keep
the bait where they are.

I also like to catch them on jigs and

4

Jimmy Tomazinis

Jimmy's Fishing
Report January 2026

Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

one of the best meth-
ods I've tried is using
both jigs and minnows
on the slip floats. The
jigs allow you to cover
different depths until
you find the fish. Once
you find where they are
with the jig you can use
the minnows and floats
to keep baits where
they need to be. If you are
good with electronics on
your boat you can find them that way

too.

The creeks will have the highest
concentration of fish, but average size
will trend on the smaller side until
the larger females show up to spawn.
That can fall from February to March
most years. | think the females wait
out in the river somewhere before the
water temperatures get right. You can
catch them on docks, isolated holes,
and structure out there. Keep in mind
they don’t like current. In the creeks
they like docks, lay downs, and holes.
Deeper water is best unless they are

spawning.

We've covered a lot but if you have
any questions feel free to send me an
email. The bite has been pretty good
so get out there. Tight lines.

Digging cont. from pg. 1

Vedra Beach, from 11 a.m. to 1:30
p.m. The menu will consist of house
salad, chicken cordon bleu, potatoes au
gratin, roasted broccoli and cauliflower
florets, and key lime pie. The cost to
attend is $25 and the lunch is open to
Coastal Friends members and guests,
as well as the community. Reservations
must be made in advance by contacting
the luncheon chairman at bartshar@
comcast.net as soon as possible. The
deadline for checks to be received is
Friday morning, Jan. 2, 2026 at the
latest.

Coastal Friends (formerly Newcomers
Alumnae) was established in 1998.
The social club is comprised of women

who live in Ponte Vedra Beach,
Nocatee, Jacksonville Beach, Neptune
Beach, Atlantic Beach, St. Augustine,
Jacksonville and the surrounding area.
Some of the activities offered are:
Ladies Adventures & Outings, book
club, bunco, canasta, happy hour,
lunch in, lunch out, mah jongg, samba
and wine socials. All of these activities
allow women to meet other women
and have fun in the process.

Luncheons are held on the first
Wednesday of every month except for
July and August. New members are
welcome throughout the year. For more
information about Coastal Friends,
contact the membership chair at
brookemeister@msn.com.

Visit us

www.floridanewsline.com

Looking for a new doctor
who'’s just right for you?

Keep your health on the
right track.

Are you ready to take charge of your health? Finding a primary care

doctor you trust is a good first step. Primary care doctors are often the

first to notice subtle signs before they become serious. And with more

We're here for you!

Book an appointment today
by calling 904.202.4YOU
or scan the QR code below.

than 200 providers conveniently located throughout the area,

Baptist Health can help you find one who's just right for you.

Baptist Primary Care physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Primary Care, Inc. © Baptist Health 2026

BAPTIST
HEALTH




By Tracy McCormick-Dishman

The St. Johns County Clerk of

the Circuit Court and County
Comptroller’s Office launched a new
shadowing program last fall to give
students hands-on experience in public
service careers.

Scholars in Service: The Clerk
Experience is designed for upper-level
high school students, college students
and recent graduates. The personalized,
single-day program provides direct
exposure to the work of the clerk’s office
and its roles within local government.

“Our goal is to inspire the next

generation by giving
students a meaningful
look inside the work we
do every day on behalf
of our community,” said
St. Johns County Clerk
of the Circuit Court and
County Comptroller
Brandon J. Patty. “This
program offers valuable
experience, mentorship

Ponte Vedrg@/m January 2026 | Page 7

Students shadow clerk’s staff to explore careers

and observe real cases in
action, explore admin-
istrative operations and
meet with members of
the leadership team and
courthouse partners to
discuss career paths in
law, government and

public affairs.

Jahkaris Johnson, a pre-
law Florida State Uni-

and insight into careers
that make a difference.”

Tailored to each student’s interests and
goals, the program offers opportuni-
ties to shadow courtroom proceedings

Jahkaris Johnson . .
versity student studying

criminology and international affairs,

participated as the program’s first scholar
in November 2025.

“Participating in the Scholars in

Service program gave me an incredible
opportunity to experience the clerk’s
office firsthand,” Johnson said. “From
attending the adoption day celebration
and learning how the process works
behind the scenes, to engaging with
judges and exploring the criminal and
civil court divisions, I gained a deep
appreciation for the work done every

day to serve the community.”

For more information about Scholars
in Service: The Clerk Experience, visit
stjohnsclerk.com/scholars-in-service or

call (904) 819-3600.

Forever Families

Four families celebrate forever homes on National Adoption Day

NewsLine staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Clerk of the
Circuit Court and County Comptrol-
ler’s office hosted a special ceremony
to celebrate National Adoption Day.

The Nov. 21, 2025, event recognized
four families who have grown through
adoption this year and highlighted
the continued efforts in St. Johns
County to provide permanency and
stability for children in foster care.

“National Adoption Day is one of
the happiest days at the courthouse
as our community comes together to
celebrate these families,” said Clerk
Brandon ]. Patty. “Our Family Clerks
are proud to support the court pro-
ceedings that help make these mo-
ments possible.”

St. Johns County Commissioner
Sarah Arnold emphasized the com-
munity’s role in supporting adopted

children.

“Supporting children adopted from
foster care is a community effort,”

Arnold said. “When a child finds a

permanent, loving home, it strength-

ens families, neighborhoods, and our
entire County.”

Deputy Secretary Kate Williams of
the Florida Department of Children
and Families emphasized the dedica-
tion of local partners, the judiciary
and the community.

“Thanks to the steadfast leadership of
Governor DeSantis and his commit-
ment to supporting strong and resilient
families, more children in Florida are
finding the permanency and stability
they deserve,” Williams said. “The adop-
tions finalized today and just in time for
the holidays, are a powerful reminder

of what is possible when our partners,
the judiciary, and our communities
come together on behalf of children. We
are deeply grateful to the families who
opened their hearts and homes, and we
celebrate the new beginnings that each
child and family will carry with them
into this season and beyond.”

In 2024, Family Clerks provided
support during court proceedings
that formed 70 new families through
adoption. This year, 42 adoption
cases have already been completed in
St. Johns County.

Photo courtesy St. Johns County Clerk

A16-year-old adoptee embraces his new forever family during a November 2025 National Adoption Day celebration at

Clerks play a vital role in the process
by assisting petitioners, administering
oaths, processing adoption petitions
and providing certified copies of the

final judgment.
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the St. Johns County Courthouse.

Circuit Judge Christopher Ferebee,
who presided over the final hear-
ing during the ceremony, noted that
adoption days are some of the hap-
piest and most rewarding days for

judges.

St. Johns County handles all family-
related cases, including adoptions,
under a Unified Family Court model.
This comprehensive framework as-
signs one judge to oversee all matters
involving one family, offering con-
sistency and continuity for children,
particularly those adopted out of
foster care.

The celebration was hosted in part-
nership with the St. Johns County
Family Integrity Program, the Sev-
enth Judicial Circuit, Guardian ad
Litem Office and the Florida Depart-
ment of Children and Families.

For more information, contact the
Clerk’s office at (904) 819-3600 or

visit www.stjohnsclerk.com.
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS

1. Former CIA

4. Language

7. Constrictor snake

8. Demand

10. Rich man

12. Short-tailed marten

13. Zoroastrian concept of holy fire

14. Superconducting super collider

16. International group of countries
within the Americas

17. Sacred state for Muslims

30. Actor DiCaprio

31. High schoolers’ test

32. Mr. October

39. Sign of healing

41. One’s grandmother

42. Entrap

43. One who simultaneously buys an
sells

44, Francisco

45. Web-based data provider of marir
life

CLUES DOWN

1. Acquire

2. Console

3. Hunting expedition
4.Pie__ mode

5. Simple shoes for peasants
6. Eurasian shrub

8. Reciprocal of a sine

9. Work together in harmony
11. Grenade

14. File extension

15. Minute pores in a plant

24. Strong tree

27. Commoner

28. Electroencephalograph
29. _ Mahal

31. Congressman

32. Disorderly crowd
33.007’s creator Fleming
34. Atomic #55

35. Part of a door

36. Short-tail martens

37. Baltimore ballplayer

19. Shock therapy 46. Type of snake 18. Medal of Honor 38. Cuddle
- 20. Engrave 48. Dark mark or stain 19. Make a mistake 39. Gang in “The Outsiders”
21. Localities 49. Member of the Salii 20. Advance slowly, as if by inches 40. Of Croatia
e 25. Paddle 50. Former measure of length 22. Sandwich meat 44. Body cavity
26. Periodical 51. CNN’s founder 23. An awkward stupid person 47. Get free of
46 27. Dishonestly gained money 52. Witness
29. Gain possession of
49
. 51

RESOLUTIONS WORD (S)EARCH
WORDS
HABTITJTULABTET PIBT CTTLTZPATR] CCOUNTABLLTY
M HJPE SR RMOBTE CLTYUHSASU BUGV A A
I ECYRPANGOA ATHATFTC CTTCOUTEE el
U B W CRI RNUDNTNTITFUOGUHA AST DG CHANGE Solve the code to discover words related to the new year.
N I 0 H 0 T S F Y G I M E 0 I E C W C C COMMITMENT Each numbe(rHcﬁ:i?F;og;js to a letter.
OMBFMTTE FEFDTETPTPUVTIUVCNATITRTHD DETDElggl'yLN'EON
I PJ NTEUGOTA ATEUWTPANTEUTIUTITC FOCUS
T REPGNU RNTGCNTPETRTIDMSTITR RN GOAL A. 24 11 8 21 23 22 4 13 21 1¢
N O CJNOMETCTITLIRTEFEFU OTISTETPU OO HABIT Clue: Made on January 1
EVTMSTAMOTA ASS STLTGU OTETNTU BTI 'Mli‘ﬁ?XEgENT Y
T EIVNSTTUUWTIA AVARNTTT MILESTONE
N MVIOTETITINTGOTETSTCMGOTETITA MINDSET B. 20 24 21 2 13 8 11
I EE S I LOMT RNTTITEUA AGSA AN MOTIVATION Clue: Pledge
C NHTITTINMMAYTETEWTCT CVHBSSTI PSESJIES%}’(EE
AT OOAMVYOBUVYU RNZPRUOMTISTEM PLAN
G C CNRCSCTISTT CETTGR RURILR R PROGRESS C. 25 11 3 23 4 25 17
G YAUTITIUYTULYYTEDTG CMZBTUVZPE PROMISE Clue: Good for you
I J P CPWMHODTIS ST CTIPTLTINTETGBNT F;EOijEL
UUJOSGWGTYNTEYTETDTITEIJIOTE TRANSFORMATION
HRGLAAMUYWMUHEHIETFZPTU ORTECHD VISION D. 15 21 3 23
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. Clue: Objective

Personalized financial

Chris Thompson

CFP $ CMFA ? CRPC®

PRIVATE WEALTH ADVISOR
Managing Director

904.380.2290

| Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

§ 818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise 3

Financial

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks

CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Community Marketplace
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

Pﬂﬁﬂr The T

‘ankless Bros

TANKLESS WATER
HEATER FLUSHES

4 ROOF CLEANING
4 POOL ENCLOSURES
4 DOCKS & WALKWAY

904-622-3000

www.powwashjax.com

& EXTERIOR CLEANING
& EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION
& HOT WASH & SOFT WASH

904-792-3487

CALL USHISE.. TANKLESSBROS.COM

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement
Call 904-607-5062




Local artists showcase
talents at juried exhibition

By Heidy Brosofsky-Weaver

First Coast Cultural Center will show-
case the work of local photographers
and artists at its annual Juried Art Mem-
ber exhibition on Friday, Jan. 16.

The JAM exhibition opening reception
runs from 5:30 to 7 p.m. at FCCC,
6000B Sawgrass Village Circle, Ponte
Vedra Beach. The event is free and open
to the public, with Puerto Rican and
Peruvian food provided by Chorican
Fusion.

“JAM was created to showcase the
talents of FCCC Artist Members, and
the great diversity of creations always
makes this an anticipated event,” said

Photos courtesy First Coast Cultural Center

Kimberly Sheridan, FCCC’s fundraising

and events manager.

The exhibition features original art
pieces in both 2D and 3D categories
that were evaluated by jurors. Winners
in each category will receive a monetary
prize and have the opportunity to dis-
play more pieces in a future exhibition

called “Best Of” in the fall of 2026.

For more information, visit firstcoast-
culturalcenter.org or contact Kimberly
Sheridan at ksheridan@firstcoastcultur-
alcenter.org or (904) 280-0614.

Heidy Brosofsky-Weaver is the Public
Relations Specialist for First Coast Cul-
tural Center
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ur team at Florida NewsLine covers the

issues, sports, and events that shape our

lives. We focus on facts, not opinions,
because we believe unbiased, fact-based reporting
empowers you to cast an informed vote and be a
better neighbor. All NewsLine content is free, but
the work we do is only possible with your support.

Help us continue delivering quality journalism,
and enjoy some exclusive benefits along the way.

Get Special
Membership Perks.

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you’re sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

STARLING

STARLING STARLING STARLING

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4199
ALF#13109

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700
ALF#12887

904-834-451

WELLNESS -« ENGAGEMENT - CULINARY « SERVICE

Call today to learn about current specials!
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Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support our
Veterans. Fast - FREE pick
up. 100% tax deductible.
Call 800-245-0398

TOP DOLLAR PAID for
old vintage guitars!
Gibson, Fender, Martin,
Grecsch, Rickenbacker,
Epiphone, Etc. 1930's to
1980's. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes
nationwide with one
easy, affordable buy
in the ADS Network! For
more information www.
communitypublishers.
com/category/all-products

Peace of mind & early
detection - Now more
than ever, it's important to
get screened for Stroke &
Cardiovascular Disease risk.
Life Line Screening is simple
& painless. 833-970-4172

We buy houses for cash
as is! No repairs or fuss.
Any condition. Easy 3-step
process: Call, get cash
offer, get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today. Liz
Buys Houses: 844-877-5833

Portable oxygen
concentrator may be covered
by Medicare! Reclaim

independence & mobility w/
the compact design & long-
lasting battery. Inogen One
free info kit! 877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide coverage
as large carriers. No long-
term contract or hidden
fees, free activation. All plans
unlimited talk & text starting
atjust $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Become a published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trusted
since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion &
distribution. Free author’s
guide 877-729-4998 or
dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter
backed by no-clog guarantee
& lifetime warranty. Call
1-833-610-1936 to schedule
FREE inspection/estimate.
Get 15% off your entire
order. Military & Seniors
get additional 10% off.
Limited time. Restrictions
apply, see rep for details.

Replace your roof w/the
best looking & longest
lasting material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/
multiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a lifetime!

Job Finder January:

Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living
communities throughout the state of Florida. We're always looking
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers.

Limited time offer up to 50%
off install + additional 10%
off install military, health &
Ist responders. 833-370-1234

Inflation at 40-year highs.
Interest rates are up. Credit
cards, medical bills, carloans.
Have $10k+ in debt? Call
National Debt Relief to find
out how to pay off your debt
for much less than you owe!
Free quote: 844-955-4930

Don't let the stairs limit
your mobility! Discover the
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs,
concerned about a fall or
wants to regain access
to their entire home.
AmeriGlide 833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less
than 60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your family,
home, assets now for as little
as 70¢/day! 833-890-1262

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as 1-day.

Limited time, waving all
installation costs! Additional
terms apply. Subject to
change & vary by dealer.
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your
home from pests safely.
Roaches, Bed Bugs,
Rodent, Termite, Spiders
& more. Locally owned &
affordable. For service or
inspection today! 833-860-
0657 Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America's
premier mobile medical alert
system. Home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts, free
brochure! 888-489-3936

Aging roof? New
homeowner? Storm
damage? You need a local
expert provider that proudly
stands behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Financing
available. 833-640-4753 Have
zip code ready when calling!

4
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Erie Roofing Since 1976

T ——

[ LIMITED TIME OFFER

Installation

i{ FREEESTIMATE
50% OFF |

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erielicenses,

SCHEDULETODAY!
Call1.833.370.1234

Stop cleaning-out £

your gutters
this season

EXPIRES SOON

LeafFilter:

15% OFF +10%

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and

estimate: 1-855-595-2102 rromo: 285

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. No ob-
ligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL CBC056678,
1A (127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN
IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383,
RIGC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WN/056912.

PROTECTION

Leaf@Filter

Discount For
Seniors + Military

restoration: A small amount
of water can lead to major
damage in your home. Our
trusted professionals do
repairs to protect your fam-
ily & home value! 833-887-
0117. Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn service:
Fertilization, weed control,
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote.
Ask about first applica-
tion special! 833-860-0811

Water damage cleanup &

DIRECTV Stream - Carries

the most local MLB games!
Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-
es. HBO Max included for
3 mos w/Choice Package
or higher. No contract or
hidden fees! Restrictions
apply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance
Company. 400+ procedures.
Real dental insurance - not
a discount plan. Free info
kit! 855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Ol

By Leigh Cort

The Women’s Food Al-
liance has welcomed a
new member who sees

.

Photographer focuses
food, brands

mercial purpose - images
that stop the scroll, spark
connection and elevate
brands with visuals that

Zesty wings make a perfect playoff pa

Football fans know there’s nothing R
quite like the playoffs. Whether your -
passion rests with college football

or the action on the professional
gridiron, there’s plenty of exciting
football to watch in the early weeks of

winter.

Game watch parties are wildly
popular. Indeed, big games are

rty palate pleaser

-

the world through a lens
focused on food and
creativity.

1
1

: feel real, intentional and
) uniquely them.”

Leitzke’s favorite part of her

Elizabeth “Beth” Leitzke,

owner of Elizabeth Anne
Photography, specializes in branding,
product and food photography for cre-
ative entrepreneurs and produce-based
businesses. Growing up in Jacksonville
surrounded by a family that believed
deeply in hard work and creativity, her
artistic outlets were numerous - art,
photography, handwriting. Photog-
raphy eventually became the path to
express her creativity.

In recent years, working as a photog-
rapher for a marketing firm, Leitzke
studied and understood the world of
small businesses. She decided to take
what businesses do and show it to
the world through artistic branding
photography.

“I'm the owner and lead photographer,
where I help businesses tell visual
stories that feel like a vibe but function
like a strategy,” Leitzke said. “My work
blends artistic perspective with com-

Elizabeth Leitzke

work comes when clients see
themselves or their creations
in a new light.

“Is that really mine?” and “I've never
seen myself like this before” are the
reactions that make everything click,

she said.

In the coming year, Leitzke’s focus is
on expanding deeper into the food and
hospitality industry, launching sub-
scription-based visual content packages
and becoming a creative partner for
restaurants, chefs and product brands
across Northeast Florida.

“I joined the Women’s Food Alliance
because community matters and I be-
lieve that creativity and business grow
faster when we collaborate, support
each other and open doors instead of
guarding them,” she said. “The energy,
passion and purpose with this group of
women is exactly the kind of environ-
ment [ want to contribute to and grow
with.”

even more enjoyable when watched
alongside fellow fans. When hosting

a game watch party at home, certain
culinary staples, including chicken
wings, need to make an appearance.
Fans hosting playoff parties this playoff
season can ensure guests get what

they need by offering up these "Zesty
Chicken Wings" from Lines+Ang]es.

Zesty Chicken Wings

Makes 4 servings
For the marinade:

1 tablespoon olive oil

1 small white onion, finely chopped
2 cloves of gatlic, finely chopped

1/2 cup fresh cilantro, finely chopped
2 tablespoons fresh lemon zest

2 tablespoons fresh lemon juice

2 cups Barbecue sauce (your favorite)
1/4 cup sherry vinegar

1 teaspoon turmeric

For the chicken wings:
11/2 pounds chicken wings

Salt, to taste

1 tablespoon oil, for the grill

1. Combine all of the ingredients for
the marinade in a food processor. Pulse

until blended well.

2. Rinse chicken wings under cold
running water and pat dry with paper
towels. Season with salt and pepper.

3. Place the marinade and chicken
wings into a large resealable plastic
storage bag. Seal the bag securely.
Squeeze the bag several times coating
the chicken wings thoroughly with
marinade. Place the bag in the
refrigerator and marinate overnight.

4. Prepare the grill for direct grilling.
Brush the grill grate lightly with oil.
Barbecue the wings over medium hot
coals or at medium high-heat for 5-7
minutes on each side (turning once,
halfway through) until they are cooked
through and golden brown.

5. Serve with your favorite dipping
sauce (optional). PC261553
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It's 2026: USA 250 Celebrations

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

The United States cel-
ebrates the Fourth of July
with fireworks that light

the sky and echo the bold
words of the Declaration

of Independence. In 1776,
weary but determined
delegates in Philadelphia
proclaimed that all people
are created equal, that gov-
ernments draw power from
the consent of the governed,
and that laws and representation, not
royal decrees, should guide daily life.

Those ideas still feel daring as the nation
approaches the 250th anniversary of
that signing in 2026.

Philadelphia is preparing for a year-
long birthday party. Visitors can expect
concerts, parades, museum exhibits and
lively festivals around Independence
Hall. A huge “Red, White, and Blue
To-Do” parade and block party will
take place July 2. On July 4, Lincoln
Financial Field hosts a FIFA World Cup
match, a modern gathering of many na-
tions cheering together in the city where
self-government first took root.

Other places that carried the weight of
the Revolution are creating their own
America 250 moments. New York City,
once occupied by the British and later
the capital of the young republic, plans
celebrations on a grand scale. Expect a
towering fireworks display, something
new from the cast of "Hamilton" and

major exhibits at the
New-York Historical
Society and the Museum
of the City of New York.
Their shows will highlight
women’s roles, examine
life under British occupa-
tion and display treasured
artifacts from the era.

Debi Lander

Boston, where so much
unrest began, will widen
the lens on its familiar Freedom Trail.
New programs will share more stories of
women, Indigenous people and people
of color whose courage shaped the fight
for liberty but whose names often go
unmentioned.

Farther south, Virginia adds its own
powerful voice. In Williamsburg, the
restored capital will fill with fifes, drums
and carriage wheels as Colonial Wil-
liamsburg introduces programs about
the founders and the everyday people
who supported or questioned them. At
George Washington’s Mount Vernon,
visitors will find updated exhibits and
talks that follow Washington from am-
bitious young surveyor to first president.

Washington, D.C., will be another fo-
cal point. The Smithsonian museums,
National Archives, Library of Congress
and other institutions plan exhibits
and lectures that invite visitors to look
closely at original documents and arti-
facts. It is difficult to stand before the
faded parchment of the Declaration or
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the Constitution and not feel the weight
of the promises written there.

Charleston, South Carolina, adds a
coastal chapter to the semiquincenten-
nial story. The city endured British
occupation during the war and nurtured
strong Patriot resistance. For America
250, Charleston is planning waterfront
concerts, expanded tours of Revolution-
ary sites and living-history programs at
museums such as the Old Exchange and
Provost Dungeon. Carriage and har-
bor tours will highlight where patriots
plotted, prisoners suffered and the war’s
momentum shifted in the South.

In Atlanta, America 250 will explore the
connections between the Revolution’s
ideals and later struggles for freedom.
The Atlanta History Center will com-
pare the Revolutionary period alongside
its Civil War and civil rights exhibits.

Even places far from the original 13
colonies are joining the celebration. At
Walt Disney World’s EPCOT, a patri-
otic all-USA version of "Soarin™ will fly
guests above dramatic American land-

Photo by Debi Lander
Reenactors play fifes during a historical demonstration. Colonial Williamsburg and other historical sites are preparing
special programs for the nation's 250th anniversary in 2026.

scapes. In Branson, Missouri, organizers
hope to set a Guinness World Record
on Flag Day for the largest display of
American flags in one destination.

As the country counts down to its 250th
birthday, the hope is that the celebra-
tion becomes more than a long weekend
of parties. Ideally, it nudges each of us
to think about what it means to be an
American today—and what kind of na-
tion we want to be honoring when the
tricentennial arrives.

Debi Lander is an award-winning travel
writer and photographer who blends

her passion for history, culture, food,
and personal discovery into captivating
stories. Through her website Bylander-
sea.com and her long-running travel col-
umn for Florida Newsline, she explores
destinations from small U.S. towns to
iconic global landmarks. She hopes her
storytelling and practical insights inspire
readers to experience the world with
curiosity, appreciation, and a sense of
adventure. Debi can be reached by email
to mail@floridanewsline.com.

January may seem like a sleepy month
in the garden, but in Northeast Florida
it’s one of the most important times

of the year for setting the stage for a
healthy, beautiful spring landscape.

While plants slow down, gardeners can
get ahead. One of the smartest Janu-
ary tasks is soil testing. Many common
landscape issues can be traced back to

The Good Earth: January gardening
The Good Earth: January gardening

By Connie Doyle, Master Gardener UF/IFAS

pH or nutrient imbalance.

It’s also an ideal time to refresh mulch,
aiming for a consistent 2 to 3 inches.
With many trees bare, take a day to
evaluate how light moves through your
landscape - which areas receive full sun,
partial shade or deep shade. This will be
of great benefit in spring plant selec-
tions.

Photo courtesy Connie Doyle
Snapdragons get their name from flowers that resemble dragon heads.

Finally, January is prime time not only
for irrigation checkups - repairing bro-
ken, leaking sprinkler heads, coverage
adjustments - but planning a new bed or
refreshing an existing one.

Plant of the month: Snapdragon
Snapdragons get their charming name
from the unique shape and behavior of

their flowers. Each individual bloom
resembles the head of a dragon, com-
plete with an upper and lower “jaw.”
When you gently squeeze the sides of
the flower, the mouth opens and closes,
much like a dragon snapping its jaws.

This playful feature has delighted gar-

deners and children for centuries.

A UNIQUE BLEND OF
UPSCALE SHOPPING,

DINING, AND WELLNESS.

UNLOCKYOUR FALL & WINTER STYLE
VISIT THIS PONTE VEDRA BEACH GEM  WWW.SAWGRASSVILLAGEPVB.COM
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Live Exceptionally!
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Discover a double dose of luxury retirement living at our two premiere
neighborhoods in beautiful Ponte Viedra Beach.

Come home to our elegant residences, matchless amenities, and warm
community. From gourmet dining, fitness centers, culture, and continuing
education to on-site care for every stage of aging, Vicar’s Landing will
enrich your mind, body, and soul.

Reach out today, and let us show you just how golden
these years can be.

@ Life Choice Community ™

904.285.6000 | VicarsLanding.com




