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A record-breaking crowd gathers under the historic
oaks at the Mandarin Community Club for the sixth
annual Christmas tree lighting on Dec. 6. The event
featured the largest live-cut tree in Jacksonville and
festive uplighting throughout the grounds.

Holiday magic at
Community Club

By Brett Nolan

On Dec. 6, the historic Mandarin
Community Club glowed brighter
than ever as a record crowd of
hundreds of families, the largest
turnout in the event’s six-year his-
tory, gathered for the sixth annual
Christmas tree lighting.

This heartwarming celebration,
proudly recognized as the biggest
live-cut Christmas tree lighting in
the entire city of Jacksonville and
recipient of the 2024 Neighbor-
hood Champion Award from the
city of Jacksonville’s Neighbor-
hood Department, overflowed
with pure holiday magic: laughter,
festive music, the scent of fresh
evergreen and a magical flurry

of Florida snow the moment the
switch was flipped.

Holiday cont. on pg. 2
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Mandarin Garden Club celebrates season of giving, announces 'Sprouts’ registration

By Michele Alex
The Mandarin Garden Club finished

last year in good spirits as members of all
circles supported the local community
with various generous donations.

This year, the Dogwood Circle’s monetary
collection was donated to the Divine
Mercy House, while the Cherokee Rose
Circle collected items for City Rescue
Mission’s Shoe Boxes of Love and Isaiah’s
House 117.

The Mandarin Food Bank received 125
pounds of fresh produce from the club’s
garden in addition to large amounts of
nonperishable items donated by mem-
bers, a tradition the club has maintained
since 2008. Other organizations the club
supported include the Ronald McDon-
ald House, the Lions Club and Meals on
Wheels.

It is winter now, but the club’s grounds are

still colorful, and the red, pink and white

Garden Club cont. on pg. 10

Duval County announces 2025 Teacher of the Year finalists
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VALERIE PITTS-WILSON

CONGRATULATIONS!!
TEACHER OF THE YEAR FINALIST

PETIEA TAVE

MICHELLE FLORES
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MONICH GOLD

By Sonya Duke-Bolden

Duval County Public Schools has
announced the five outstanding

educators selected as the 2025 Teacher

of the Year finalists.

The finalists include Michelle Flores
of Douglas Anderson School of the
Arts; Monica Gold of Arlington
Middle School; Valerie Pitts-Wilson

of Rutledge Pearson Elementary
School; Dr. Mari Richardson of Jean
Ribault High School; and Petika Tave
of Reynolds Lane Elementary School.

Each of these educators is an excep-
tional representative of the excellence
in teaching found across the district.
The finalists, along with each school’s
individual Teacher of the Year, will

Photo courtesy Duval County Public Schools

be recognized at the EDDY Awards
on Saturday, Jan. 24, where the 2026
Team Duval Teacher of the Year will

be selected.

Sonya Duke-Bolden is the Support
Technician, Marketing and Public
Relations, for Duval County Public
Schools.
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Holiday cont. from pg. 1

First Coast News anchor Jeannie
Blaylock was the ceremonial tree
lighter and brought the perfect
touch of warmth and wonder. In her
heartfelt remarks, Blaylock spoke
about how truly special Christmas is
and how the Mandarin community
captures that spirit like no other
place on the First Coast.

When she counted down and the
switch was thrown, thousands of
twinkling lights burst to life across
the massive tree, Florida snow gently
filled the air and the crowd erupted
in cheers.

Capping it all was the stunning
Mandarin orange tree topper, an il-
luminated work of art created by in-
ternationally renowned artist Brenda
Mauney Councill, paying beautiful
homage to the community’s citrus
heritage and historic roots.

The festive atmosphere was elevated
all evening by outstanding live music
from Smooth Vibes, who generously
donated their time and talent once
again, along with joyful Christmas
carols performed by Theatre Troupe
1776 at the pavilion. Inside the
beautifully decorated Community
Club building, long lines of excited
children and parents stretched out
the door as families waited to meet
Santa and whisper their Christmas
wishes.

Thanks to the generosity of the com-
munity, this year's event collected
more than 200 pounds of food for
the Mandarin Food Bank, including
multiple boxes of fresh citrus from
their Florida Citrus Fundraiser. The
club, in partnership with the Toys
for Tots organization, also gathered
two full boxes of toys, helping bring
smiles to local children this holiday
season.

None of this magic would have been
possible without the incredible gen-
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erosity of the sponsors, donors and
volunteers who stepped up to make
the night unforgettable. Stephen and
Ashly with AVL Productions donat-
ed professional sound so every voice
and note could be heard crystal clear,
while also creating breathtaking
uplighting that bathed the historic
live oak trees in a warm, Christmas
glow. Matt and the team at Arbor
Tech 904 safely installed the gigantic
tree, and Liberty Landscaping helped

secure it.

Eric Gillis and the entire Mandarin
Chick-fil-A family brought Santa’s
favorite cow and donated delicious
sandwiches to help raise funds for
the club. Smooth Vibes and The-
atre Troupe 1776 filled the air with
live holiday music and carols, while
Pastor Devyn Nelson and Mandarin
Presbyterian Church offered a heart-
felt invocation to start the evening.

Additional support came from Man-
darin Home Depot and Severt’s Tree
Lot at Mandarin Medical Center,
who supplied beautiful holiday
décor. The Mandarin Museum &
Historical Society opened the 1911
Store and Post Office Museum so
guests could step back in time, and
Olis Garber and Keith Bartholomew
captured every magical moment

through their photography.

A tremendous thank you to every
volunteer, every donor and every
family who came out to celebrate
the kickoff to the holiday season

in Mandarin. Because of you, the
sixth annual Mandarin Community
Christmas tree lighting wasn’t just an
event — it was a shining reminder
of why this historic community feels
like home, especially at Christmas.

Enjoy the Mandarin Christmas tree,
lit nightly through the new year.

Santa Claus visits with a young guest during the festivities. Families waited in line inside the historic club building

to share their holiday wishes.

Live music filled the air during the celebration, which included performances by Smooth Vibes and carols by Theatre

January 29- February 1, 2026

A full weekend of exciting events for storytelling fans of all ages!

CENTER FOR ARTS & CULTURE

Amelia Island, Florida <.

www.storyandsongarts.org/festival

Ao Radert ooy 5,

Troupe 1776.
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PARISH BINGO PLENTY OF LIGHTED
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To submit items for the Community

Calendar, email editor@floridanews-
line.com,

Jan. 6

Honeybee Quilters Guild
Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet
Tuesday, Jan. 6, at 6:30 p.m. at
Mandarin Church of Christ, 12791 Old
St. Augustine Rd. Doors open at 6
p.m. Member Colleen Rosatone will
provide the program. New members
and guests welcome. Visit honeybe-
equilters.org for more information.

Jan. 6

GriefShare Grief

Support Group

GriefShare Grief Support Group
meets Tuesdays from 10 a.m. to noon
starting Jan. 6 through April 7 at
Cody Enrichment Center, 4152 Loretto
Rd. At a GriefShare group, you'll find
understanding, guidance, relief and
a safe place to navigate the chal-
lenges of grief. For more information,
call (904) 318-9308 or visit grief-
share.org.

Jan. 8

American Legion Post 372
Mandarin "Fallen Heroes"
meeting

The January meeting of the
American Legion Post 372 Man-
darin "Fallen Heroes" will be held
Wednesday, Jan. 8, at 7 p.m. at Wil-
liams YMCA, 2nd floor, 10415 San
Jose Blvd. For more information,
visit alpost372fl.org.

Jan. 1

GriefShare Grief Support Group
GriefShare Grief Support Group
meets Sundays from 2:30 to 4:30
p.m. starting Jan. 11 through April

12 at Cody Enrichment Center, 4152
Loretto Rd. At a GriefShare group,
you'll find understanding, guidance,
relief and a safe place to navigate
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Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates):

dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized

* Nemelz Dental Associates

"'.‘-“ n— .. f

o

Y.

‘N ;
.. .

the challenges of grief. For more
information, call (904) 318-9308 or
visit Griefshare.org.

Jan.15

Rethreaded - Complete
restoration of survivors of
human trafficking

Mandarin Garden Club General
meeting will have a presentation
at 10 a.m. Wednesday, Jan. 15, given
by Lisa Kiral, business developer
coordinator for Rethreaded. Public
is invited to this free event. For more
information visit mandaringarden-
club.org.

Jan. 22

Mandarin Women's Club
Welcomes JSO's Sgt. Richard
Hendley

Mandarin Women's Club welcomes
JSQ's Sgt. Richard Hendley Wednes-
day, Jan. 22. Doors open at 10:30
a.m. at Ramada Inn Mandarin, 3130
Hartley Road. Reservations required
by Jan. 12. Contact barbara.metallo@
outlook.com or call (904) 612-6494.

Jan. 22

Mandarin Republican Club

The Mandarin Republican Club will
meet Thursday, Jan. 22, at St. Mary's
Seafood, 11290 0ld St. Augustine Rd.
Social time begins at 6 p.m., and
the meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. The
speaker will be mayoral candidate
Ron Armstrong.

Jan. 22

"Lessons in Chemistry"
Mandarin Garden Club Live Oak
circle will have their monthly meet-

ing at 7 p.m. Thursday, Jan. 22, featur-

ing Master Gardener Beth Marlowe
with a talk about how and when to
fertilize. Public is invited to this free
event. For more information visit
mandaringardenclub.org.

Jan. 26
Archaeological Institute

of America - Jacksonville Society

The Archaeological Institute of
America - Jacksonville Society will
meet at 7 p.m. Monday, Jan. 26, at the
UNF Adam Herbert University Center
to participate in the UNF Manchin
Lecture Series in Ancient Studies.
The speaker will be David Gilman
Romano. Parking is free. For more
information, contact Melva Price at
(904) 241-9411 or aiajaxswoc@gmail.
com.

Ongoing Activities

Sprout - Science through
Gardening

Sprout program, Science through
Gardening is offered for home-
schoolers ages 9 to 12. They meet
at the Mandarin Garden Club on
second and fourth Mondays of the
month from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. For
more information or to register,
contact katprovb@gmail.com or visit
mandaringardenclub.org/sprouts.

Mandarin Parkinson's

Support Group

Men and women of all ages and
stages of Parkinson's are welcome.
Group/Classes are free. A meet-

ing place to do life together. Learn
from one another and live out

real life. Hear from speakers, play
games, enjoy activities and more.
Support group meets monthly on
Sundays from 2 to 4 p.m. at Church
of Eleven22, 4911 Losco Rd. For more
information, contact Katheryn Don-
aldson at serving4_him@yahoo.com
or (904) 710-1449,

Mandarin Parkinson's

Exercise Classes

Exercise classes for those with
Parkinson's meet Wednesdays from
6 to 7 p.m. at Christ Church, 6045
Greenland Rd,, and Thursdays from

ngiinjMandarin

6 to 7 p.m. at FBC Church, 210 N.
Ridgecrest Ln. Classes are free. For
more information, contact Katheryn
Donaldson at serving4_him@yahoo.
com or (904) 710-1449,

Parkinson's Caregiver Group
Parkinson's Caregiver Group meets
the fourth Saturday of the month
from 10 a.m. to noon at 11480 Pine
St. Group leader is Marylane Fitzsi-
mons. For more information, contact
fitzspjmj@comcast.net.

Little Readers

Storytime for infants and toddlers
(ages birth to five) with stories,
music and movement. Storytimes
run from 2 to 2:30 p.m. on Mondays
and 10:15 to 10:45 a.m. on Thursdays
at South Mandarin Library. Or join

us from 10:15 or 11 a.m. on Fridays at
Mandarin Library. Visit jaxlibrary.org/
events for more information.

Willows - A Local Social Group
for Widows

A social group for widows of all ages
to share conversation, fellowship
and light refreshments. Meets on
the second Tuesday of each month
from 11a.m. to 1 p.m. at First Christian
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. Not a
grief counseling group. RSVP to Ruth
Saunders at (904) 401-3291 or Flori-
daSaunders974@gmail.com.

Toast of Jax

Toastmasters

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets
every Saturday, except on holiday
weekends, at 8:30 a.m. at Baha'i
Community Center, 5034 Greenland
Road. Guests are welcome. The
meetings can also be attended on-
line at toastofjax.toastmastersclubs.
org.

all of your

treatment.
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Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223
Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q Adult Dentistry:

(904) 886-4867

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.

Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer
’in'r Pediatric Dentistry
73 Family Dentistry

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics |

& www.nemetzdental.com
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Mandarin Women's Club welcomes
JSO speaker for January luncheon

By Gail Packard

On Thursday, Jan. 22, the Mandarin
Women’s Club is pleased to welcome

Last month, members and spouses
celebrated the holiday season with a
gourmet dinner at HarborChase of

Jacksonville Sheriff's Ofhce Sgt. Rich-
ard Hendley at its luncheon held at the
Ramada Inn in Mandarin, 3130 Hartley
Road.

Hendley will discuss ways to pro-

Mandarin.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required. The
cost is $25 and checks must be received
by Monday, Jan. 12. To make reserva-

tions and obtain payment instructions,
call Barbara at 904-612-6494 or email
her at Barbara.metallo@outlook.com.

tect against identity theft and how to
secure homes. He will also touch on
other criminal activity. There will be a
question-and-answer session after the
presentation, so attendees should come
prepared with questions about safety
concerns.

Confidence is in Bloom.

For more information on events, photos
and membership forms, visit www.man-

darinwomensclub.com. Regain strength, mobility and independence through

our outpatient rehab programs. Our expert physical,
occupational and speech therapists provide personalized
care plans to enhance your quality of life.

Ask your doctor for a referral, then call 904.880.4234.

Visit us —
IHWH&EQ{EN

SENIOR SERVICES

online

FloridaNewsLine.com

Explore more services at RiverGarden.org

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care | Rehab & Therapy | Senior Living | Adult Day

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Creating Smiles & Relationships for a Lifetime!
$59 $299

Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Self Pay Only. Excludes Most Wisdom Teeth.

Full Moouth & Panoramic X-Rays

*Cash patients. (D0150, D0220, D1110) No gum disease.
Your smile and investment

$500 OFF

Includes Free Blanching Trays &
FREE

Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD

Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD

Dr. Annie Vu, DMD

Dr. Kevin Vera, DDS

Dr. Prosperador Taguba DDS
Dr. Farzan Roofeh DMD

Dr. Kevin Nguyen DMD

Dr. Evan Moody, Oral Surgeon

Dr. Amber Sun, Pediatric Dentist

Dr. Bob Deason, Practice Limited Endodontics
Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics

Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics

Dr. Haider Alramli, Periodontist

Whitening Gell with Finished Treatment

FREE

with 3D X-RAY — $500 Value!

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D Cone Your smile and investment
Beam Scan, for implant supported denture, single tooth/bridge.

To determine implant fee starting at $1500. deserve a second opinion.

$800 $800

Expiration Date: 8/15/2025 Expiration Date: 8/15/2025

JRDentalCare.com
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Library launches 2026 reading challenge

By Jeremy Yates

Spend more time reading in 2026. Jax
Stacks, the library’s year-round reading
challenge for adults, is back for its fifth

year.

As always, there are 16 challenge catego-
ries to choose from, including “A book
read by a Library Book Club in 2026.”
Participants choose the 12 categories
that interest them from the list and start
reading books that fit those challenges.

Prizes are available for those who read
12 books by Dec. 31, 2026. Even if you
aren’t interested in a Jax Stacks mug

or tote for yourself, the library branch
with the most completed bookmarks
gets bragging rights. Pick up a tracker
bookmark and log your reading. Find
challenge categories and rules at jaxli-
brary.org/jaxstacks.

Looking for a reading challenge for kids?
Mayor Deegan’s River City Readers is
an ongoing, citywide literacy challenge
for school-aged children. To participate,
download the free Beanstack app. For
instructions on signing up or logging
reading minutes, visit jacksonville.gov/
rivercityreaders.

Families with infants or toddlers ages
birth to 5 can also make friends and
read great books through the Little
Readers program. The sessions include
stories, music and movement. Story-
times run weekly from 2 to 2:30 p.m.
on Mondays and 10:15 to 10:45 a.m.

il
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Thursdays at South Mandarin Library.
Alternatively, visitors can attend at
10:15 or 11 a.m. on Fridays at the Man-
darin Library.

For older kids, writer and illustrator Mi-

Make 2026 the year you feel supported, connected,
and at home. Tour HarborChase today and unwrap
a special housewarming gift when you move in.

Because every new beginning
deserves to be celebrated!

EXPERIENCE
HARBORCHASE

oh
B

e

xHarborChase

Celebrating Senior Liring!
Mandarin | (904) 584-9806

chael Regina will visit the South Man-
darin Library at 11 a.m. on Saturday,
Jan. 10, to chat about his new graphic
novel, “Deepwater Creek.” A limited
number of copies will be given away to
registered attendees ages 5 to 12. Sign
up at jaxlibrary.org/litchat.

Youth ages 9 and older are invited to
join in at 4 p.m. Mondays at the Man-
darin Library for fun with games, mov-
ies and books. Coming up this month
are activities inspired by "Artemis Fowl"

on Jan. 5, "Sonic the Hedgehog" on Jan.

12 and "Naruto" on Jan. 26.

AFFOR

Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

DABLE WATER

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

Those interested in technology can
explore the latest tech and complete fun
challenges during "Turn Up for Tech"
from 4 to 5 p.m. on Thursday, Jan. 8,

at South Mandarin Library. Attendees
can drop in and interact with everything
from robots to circuits, animation and
coding.

Please note that all Jacksonville Pub-

lic Library locations will be closed on
Monday, Jan. 19, for Dr. Martin Luther
King Jrs birthday. Add these activities
and more to your calendar at jaxlibrary.
org/events.
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

License #W-32

] 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com =
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City Council approves workforce funding, Boylan updates Mandarin projects

Tracy McCormick-Dishman

editor@floridanewsline.com

The Jacksonville City Council wrapped
up its final meeting of 2025 on Dec.

9 with a relatively light agenda that
included the passage of a significant
appropriation bill focused on work-
force development and higher educa-
tion, said District 6 Council Member
Michael Boylan in a recent release.

Ordinance 2025-0781 appropriates
$15 million to various educational and
trade organizations. The funding is
drawn from savings in various depart-
ment accounts, the council’s contin-
gency account and $3 million from the
Tourist Development Council.

Key allocations include $6 million to
the University of North Florida for
capital repairs to Hodges Stadium and
the construction of additional grass
practice fields. The upgrades are in-
tended to allow UNF to market the fa-
cility for regional and national events.
Additionally, $5 million was allocated
to Florida State College at Jacksonville
to purchase a building at Cecil Com-
merce Center for a skilled construction
and logistics training institute.

Other beneficiaries include the North-
east Florida Builders Association ($1
million), Edward Waters University
($2 million), Workforce Industrial
Training ($325,000) and the Jackson-
ville General Apprenticeship Associa-
tion ($675,000).

“Please appreciate this bill was thor-
oughly vetted and modified as it went
through various committees and even
then... two floor amendments on the
night of Council,” said Boylan in the
recent release.

Boylan noted that while he supported
the workforce development projects,
the complexity of the legislation pre-
sented challenges.

“A lesson learned by this experience
was that such omnibus appropriation
bills should and will be discouraged,”
Boylan said. “While many of us ac-
tively supported the workforce devel-
opment projects, getting this bill done
in a timely manner was difficult what
with so many components to it.”

Mandarin Road and zoning updates

Locally, progress continues on the

Mandarin Road pedestrian safety im-
provements. The city’s portion of the
project is underway with an anticipat-
ed completion date of April 2026.

“For those who regularly traverse
Mandarin Road just north of Loretto,
your patience is appreciated,” Boylan
said. “As of this morning it looks as if
they are nearing the completion of the
sewage lines.”

Boylan also addressed a recent con-
struction permit issued for a Valvoline
Instant Oil Change facility at the
southeast corner of San Jose Boulevard
and Kori Road. Residents often in-
quire about the proliferation of similar
businesses along the corridor.

According to the Planning Depart-
ment, the property is zoned CCG-2
(Commercial Community/General-2),
which allows for automotive repair by

right.

“You are correct this business on the
property did not have to seek any
type of zoning application for the use
as it was allowed by right,” Boylan
explained regarding the planning
response.

He noted that the City Council’s role

is limited in these instances.

“While I know full well we have a
wealth of such services... along this
corridor, the only instance when the
council plays a role as to the nature
of the business is when it involves the
sale or consumption of alcohol on the
premises,” Boylan said. “Too many of
‘this or that” simply is not a criterion
when it comes to zoning or rezoning.
It is for the market to decide.”

Holiday recess

The City Council is currently on
recess for the holidays. Standing com-
mittee meetings will resume the week
of Jan. 5, 2026, with the next City
Council meeting scheduled for Jan.

13.

Boylan also recapped recent holiday
community service, noting that he
and fellow council members served
lunch at the Sulzbacher Center on
Dec. 10, 2025.

Contact Council Member Boylan at
MBoylan@coj.net or (904) 255-5206.

“'

Photos courtesy Michael Boylan

District 6 Council Member Michael Boylan serves lunch to guests at the Sulzbacher Center on Dec. 10, 2025.

Council Member Michael Boylan (left) speaks with staff and volunteers while serving holiday meals at the Sulzbacher Center.

«

Contact us today to discover available offers & exclusive discounts.

ATSON

Construction
Group, Inc.

CALLTODAY
904.737.6337

BUILDINGS « PLUMBING
ELECTRICAL « HVAC

RENOVATION & MAINTENANCE

NEW CONSTRUCTION
(RESIDENTIAL « COMMERCIAL) —

X
WatsonConstructionGroup.com

Building Services: CBC1263732 e Electric: EC13013382
HVAC: CAC1816040 e Plumbing: CFC057343
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

2)

CLUES ACROSS

1. Former CIA

4. Language

7. Constrictor snake
8. Demand

10. Rich man

12. Short-tailed marten

13. Zoroastrian concept of holy fire
14. Superconducting super collider
16. International group of countries

within the Americas
17. Sacred state for Muslims

30. Actor DiCaprio

31. High schoolers’ test

32. Mr. October

39. Sign of healing

41. One’s grandmother

42. Entrap

43. One who simultaneously buys an
sells

44. _ Francisco

45. Web-based data provider of marir
life

CLUES DOWN

1. Acquire

2. Console

3. Hunting expedition
4.Pie__ mode

5. Simple shoes for peasants
6. Eurasian shrub

8. Reciprocal of a sine

9. Work together in harmony
11. Grenade

14. File extension

15. Minute pores in a plant

24. Strong tree

27. Commoner

28. Electroencephalograph
29._ Mahal

31. Congressman

32. Disorderly crowd
33.007’s creator Fleming
34. Atomic #55

35. Part of a door

36. Short-tail martens

37. Baltimore ballplayer

19. Shock therapy 46. Type of snake 18. Medal of Honor 38. Cuddle

20. Engrave 48. Dark mark or stain 19. Make a mistake 39. Gang in “The Outsiders”
%9 21. Localities 49. Member of the Salii 20. Advance slowly, as if by inches 40. Of Croatia
yE 25. Paddle 50. Former measure of length 22. Sandwich meat 44. Body cavity

26. Periodical 51. CNN’s founder 23. An awkward stupid person 47. Get free of
46 27. Dishonestly gained money 52. Witness

29. Gain possession of
49
.51
REsoLuTioNs WORD (S)EARCH

WORDS

H ABTITJTULABTEWPIBT CTILUZPA AR
M HJPES SR RMBT CLYHUHSASTBUGV Aiggg\'jgﬁ‘:&?
I ECYRPANOAUHATFTCTTCOUTEE ASPIRATION
U B WU CRI RNUDNTNTI F 0O GH A SUD G CHANGE Solve the code to discover words related to the new year.
NIOHOTSTFYGIMET OTITETCMWT CHEC COMMITMENT O U a0y & 1orer
OMBFMTT FDTETPPVIVCNATIRTD DETDEIS“C":;‘L‘I\J'EON
I PJNTEU OTATEWTPANTEUTIUTITC FOCUS
TREPGNRNTGCNTPERTDMSTITR RN GOAL A. 24 11 8 21 23 22 4 13 21 1¢
N 0 C J N 0 M E C I L R F 0 I S E P 0 0 HABIT Clue_- Made on January 1
EVTMSTAMOTA ASSTLGOTENTBI MERTCE)&/%ENT 4
TEIVNSTTUUWTIAVARNTTT MILESTONE
NMVIOTETITINSGOTEST ST CMGOTETITA MINDSET B. 20 24 21 2 13 8 11
I E E S I L OMT RNTTITEA ATGSA AN MOTIVATION Clue: Pledge
CNHTITTINMAYTETEWTCT CVEBSSTI p%?éli?E'NVéE
AT OOAMVYOGBVYVRNPROMTISEHM DLAN
G CCNURU CSTCI STT CETSGRURTLHR R PROGRESS C. 25 11 3 23 4 25 17
G YAUTITIUWUWYULYYETDTGCMOUBTVUPE PROMISE Clue: Good for you
I JPCPWHDTIS ST CTIPLTINETBNT ’;Ec'jjmg
UUJOSGWGTTYNETYTETDTITESJIOE TRANSFORMATION
HRGLAAMUYMMHIJIETFPTORTCD VISION D. 15 21 3 23
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. Clue: Objective

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE
Paul Oklevitch

L

, ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST
' Over 35 Years Exp.

154 FL-5456A

o Tree Preservation © Plant Health Care o Insect & Disease Treatments

, (904) 268-1017

LICENSE .
www.snipstree.com

INSURED

i

[ELIII N

The Tankless Bros

TANKLESS WATER
HEATER FLUSHES

904-792-3487
TANKLESSBROS.COM

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Personalized financial

Chris Thompson
advice to help achieve CFP S CMIFA # CRPC®

PRIVATE WEALTH ADVISOR
your goals Managing Director

904.380.2290

| Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

§ 818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Ameriprise &

Financial

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Prudential Financial Planning
Andrew E. Laino
®

CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®

Financial Planner -
CA Insurance License #0E93910

844-954-8700

andrew.laino@prudential.com

Comprehensive Financial Planning

Prudential

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

Andrew Laino is a financial Planner with, and offers securities and investment advisory services through
LPL Enterprise (LPLE), a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC, and an affiliate of LPL
Financial. Financial professionals are licensed insurance agents of Prudential. These financial professionals are
permitted to brand under “Prudential”. LPLE and LPL Financial are not affiliated with Prudential.




By Sonya Duke-Bolden

Greenland Pines Elementary School
has officially become the 11th Duval
County Public School to earn Blue
Zones approval, bringing the total
number of recognized sites in the dis-
trict to 12.

Thanks to the dedication of wellness
ambassador and physical education

teacher Charles Schoonmaker, along
with the leadership of Principal Michelle
Hinkley, the school partnered closely
with Blue Zones Project Jacksonville to
implement health-focused changes.

The achievement underscores the
school’s commitment to promoting
employee and student wellness through
initiatives that encourage movement,
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Greenland Pines Elementary earns Blue Zones approval

mindful eating, stress reduction and
social connection.

Greenland Pines joins the following
approved worksites and schools: DCPS
District Office, Normandy Village
Elementary, R. L. Brown Gifted and
Talented Academy, Edward H. White
High School, Gregory Drive Elementa-
ry, Springfield Middle, Mattie V. Ruth-

erford Alternative Middle School, Jean
Ribault Middle School, Jean Ribault
High School, Northwestern Legends
Elementary School and Rutledge H.

Pearson Elementary School.

Sonya Duke-Bolden is the Support
Technician, Marketing and Public Rela-
tions, for Duval County Public Schools.

AlA Jacksonville Society to host lecture
on ancient Greek sanctuaries

By Mike Napper

The Archaeological
Institute of Amer-
ica - Jacksonville
Society will meet at
7 p.m. Monday, Jan.
26, to participate
in the University
of North Florida
(UNF) Manchin
Lecture Series in
Ancient Studies.

The speaker will

the Sanctuary
of Pan in the
lower mountain
meadow, is
leading to new
understand-
ings about cult
practices at this
ancient site in
Greece.

'8 This event will
take place in

the UNF Adam

be David Gilman

Romano, a professor

of Greek archaeology at the University
of Arizona. His lecture is titled "The
Sanctuary of Zeus and Sanctuary of Pan
at Mount Lykaion."

Recent research at Mount Lykaion, both
at the Sanctuary of Zeus on the south-
ern summit of the mountain and at

David Gilman Romano Herbert Uni-
versity Center,
where parking is free. A table will be set
up at the door to provide information

about the AIA group.

For more information, contact Melva
Price at 904-241-9411 or aiajaxswoc@
gmail.com.

Support Local Journalism

All NewsLine content 1s free, but the work we do
is only possible with your support.
Help ux continne delivering guality jonrnalism,
and enjov same exclusive benefis along ihe way.

Become o TWember!
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Get Special
Membership Perks.

Advertise in our February issue!
Contact Haley Cook toda

|
Haley.Cook@NewsLineDigita¥.com

Optional-feature that is-avallable

EXPECT
) SOMETHING
MORE™

Jditional cost, C:

INSURANCE PROTECTION
WHEN YOU NEED IT.
CASH BACK WHEN YOU DONT.

Insure your auto through AAA and earn 3% cash back or renewal credit,
up to S50, for each policy term that you are claim free.

Contact me for a quote or details about our

CLAIM-FREE REWARDS.

Ask for a Licensed Insurance Agent

10991 San Jose Bivd, Jacksonville FL 32223
(in Walmart) 904-437-5755 >,

~

age, discounts and s
Insu )

Group Insurance

S opportunities are Subject to eligibiity requirements; terms and-conditions. Insurance undenritten by one of the following
3 ¢ Ib-Property-Casualty Insurance. Company, Auto Club-South Insurarice
) Group: Allrights reserved. -18-1A-2202D FL LC 9/18

Visit us online!

WWW,
floridanewsline,
com

BRIAN E.
FLORO

D.M.D. P.A.

General & Family Dentistry

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA

General and Family Dentistry

(904)268-0830 - www.florodental.com

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.
11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 « Jacksonville, FL 32223

Introducing Oticon INTENT™
a life-changing hearing device with
BrainHearing™ technology.

Give your brain what it needsy
S0 you can hear hetter

LT

Oticon INTENT™ helps your brain decipher intricate details
of relevant sounds for better speech understanding i
with less effort and the ability to remember more.

STAVERMAN &

HEARING CENTERS E

You're invited to try Oticon INTENT™R/SK FREE

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Exams and Cleanings ¢ Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions ¢ Root Canals * Crowns and Bridges
Veneers and Teeth Whitening ¢ Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

Whitening for Life!

*99

Contact the office for details.
Must present coupon. Expires 1/31/2026
L A RS e f

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. * 268-0830

New Patient Special

*99

Exam, Digital X-Rays
This offer is exclusive to self-pay
patients and may not be used with any
insurance program.
Must present coupon. Expires 1/31/2026

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San lose Blvd. » 268-0830

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Qwner

300+ Five Star Reviews
Call 904-262-5550 Today!

Voted one of ‘the top dentists=
in Jacksonville 1
by Jacksonville Magazine

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing

Brian E. Floro DMD www.StavermanHearingCenters.com 12276 San Jose Blvd., Suite #710

Prccc e e e e e c e - -
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Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 800-245-0398

TOP DOLLAR PAID for old vin-
tage guitars! Gibson, Fender,
Martin, Grecsch, Ricken-
backer, Epiphone, Etc.1930's
to 1980's. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes
nationwide with one easy, af-
fordable buy in the ADS Net-
work! For more information
www.communitypublishers.
com/category/all-products

Peace of mind & early de-
tection - Now more than
ever, it's important to get
screened for Stroke & Car-
diovascular Disease risk.
Life Line Screening is simple
& painless. 833-970-4172

We buy houses for cash
as is! No repairs or fuss.
Any condition. Easy 3-step
process: Call, get cash of-
fer, get paid. Get your fair
cash offer today. Liz Buys
Houses: 844-877-5833

Portable oxygen concen-
trator may be covered by
Medicare! Reclaim inde-
pendence & mobility w/the
compact design & long-

lasting battery. Inogen One
free info kit! 877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide cover-
age as large carriers. No
long-term contract or hidden
fees, free activation. All plans
unlimited talk & text starting
atjust $20/mo. 877-751-0866

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publishing
trusted since 1920. Con-
sultation, production, pro-
motion & distribution. Free
author’ s guide 877-729-4998
or dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gutters.
Guaranteed! LeafFilter
backed by no-clog guar-
antee & lifetime warran-
ty. Call 1-833-610-1936 to
schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Military & Se-
niors get additional 10% off.
Limited time. Restrictions
apply, see rep for details.

Replace your roof w/the best
looking & longest lasting
material steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 styles/multiple col-
ors available. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime! Limited
time offer up to 50% off in-
stall + additional 10% off

Job Finder January:

Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living
communities throughout the state of Florida, We're always looking
for talented and motivated folks to join our team. To see our current
open career opportunities, visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers.

install military, health & 1st
responders. 833-370-1234

to change & vary by dealer.
Ends soon. 844-501-3208

Inflation at 40-year highs.
Interest rates are up. Credit
cards, medical bills, car loans.
Have $10k+ in debt? Call Na-
tional Debt Relief to find out
how to pay off your debt for
much less than you owe!
Free quote: 844-955-4930

Pest control: Protect your
home from pests safely.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Ro-
dent, Termite, Spiders &
more. Locally owned &
affordable. For service or
inspection today! 833-860-
0657 Have zip code ready!

Don't let the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the solu-
tion for anyone who strug-
gles on the stairs, concerned
about afall or wants to regain
access to their entire home.
AmeriGlide 833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less
than 60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your family,
home, assets now for as little
as 70¢/day! 833-890-1262

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel can
install a new, custom bath
or shower in as little as
1-day. Limited time, waving
all installation costs! Addi-
tional terms apply. Subject

MobileHelp America's pre-
mier mobile medical alert
system. Home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts, free
brochure! 888-489-3936

Aging roof? New home-
owner? Storm damage? You
need a local expert pro-
vider that proudly stands
behind their work. Fast, free
estimate. Financing avail-
able. 833-640-4753 Have zip
code ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup &
restoration: A small amount
of water can lead to major
damage in your home. Our

E€RIEHOME.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

LIMITED TIME OFFER

50% OFF

Installation

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer.
Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the
offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates
and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL
list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.
com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome. com/erielicenses,

4

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractor
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Service ‘I

FREEESTIMATE

SCHEDULETODAY!
Call1.833.370.1234

~—momer Jgmar -

Stop cleaning-out
your gutters
this season

EXPIRES SOON

LeafFilter:

15% OFF +10%

Get a FREE full gutter inspection and

estimate: 1-855-595-2102 rromo: 285

+See Representative for full warranty details. *Promotional offer includes 15% off plus an additional 10% off for qualified veterans and/or seniors. No ob-
ligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details. AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, FL (BC056678,
1A C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225, MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN
IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229, OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383,
RIGC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNWS22JZ, W\ WV056912.

_ Leaf

Eilter

PROTECTION

AN ADDITIONAL

Discount For
Seniors + Military

trusted professionals do
repairs to protect your fam-
ily & home value! 833-887-
0117. Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn service:
Fertilization, weed control,
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote.
Ask about first applica-
tion special! 833-860-081

DIRECTV Stream - Carries
the most local MLB games!
Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-

Garden Club cont. from pg. 1

gardenia bed welcomes visitors as they stroll in

the garden.

es. HBO Max included for
3 mos w/Choice Package
or higher. No contract or
hidden fees! Restrictions
apply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance
Company. 400+ procedures.
Real dental insurance - not
a discount plan. Free info
kit! 855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

In [ow’ng

With spring in mind, registration opens Jan. 2
for "Sprouts." This is a "science through gar-

dening" club for homeschooling children ages
9 to 12. The educational program helps fulfill
the club's mission to cultivate an appreciation
and knowledge of gardening among the youth

memory Of

in the community.

Sessions are offered at the Mandarin Garden
Club, 2892 Loretto Road, every second and
fourth Monday from 9:30 to 11:30 a.m. The
program runs from January through April
2026, and the cost is $35.

For more information or to register for the
program, contact katprov5@gmail.com or
visit www.mandaringardenclub.org.

Phut courtendarn Garden Club
"Sprouts"” participants engage in science-based learning activities. The program is designed for homeschooling
children ages 9to 12.

PROGRAMS
FOR ALL

'1|I.||'|n ||f
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Nardine Ann Koester

who passed away peacefully in Baptist South
Hospice on November 24, 2025, at the age
of 90 years old. She was born in Michigan
and lived in Ohio, New York, West Virginia
and for the last 40 years in Jacksonville,
Florida - Mandarin area. Her health
declined over the past three years, and
despite our best efforts here, she is now well
again in her eternal life with God in Heaven.
Her husband George, daughter Kimberly
(Kim), son-in-law William (Bill), and their
family dog Zippy will hold her memory
close to their hearts. She was a wonderful
wife, mother, friend, joyful, loving and
caring person. Throughout her life, she
enjoyed family gatherings, cooking, golf,
bowling, singing, gardening, Women’s
Clubs (helping her community) and
attending Church and helping where she
could.

A Celebration of Life will be held in The
Chapel at Church of Our Saviour on
February 7, 2026, at 11:00 AM with
reception to follow.

Her final resting place will be at The Church
of Our Saviour Columbarium. All that wish
to attend are welcome. The obituary is
available on the Hardage Giddens website
for those who wish to light a candle or share
a memory.

SN0 C/(CH



Ph9oto courtesy Mandarin Middle School

Members and officers of the Mandarin Middle School National Junior Honor Society pose with some of the more than
500 food items collected for the Mandarin Food Bank. The drive was a joint effort between the NJHS and the school’s
Career and Technical Education program.

By Jennifer Litchfield

Students at Mandarin Middle School
recently concluded a holiday food

donated more than 500 nonperishable
food items.

The donations were delivered to the
Mandarin Food Bank to assist with
holiday distribution.

drive to support local families in
need.

The collection effort was organized

Jennifer Litchfield is the Gifted Lead,

through a partnership between the GATE 8th grade, Advanced World
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Mandarin Middle students collect items for local food bank

school’s National Junior Honor Society
(NJHS) and the Career and Technical
Education (CTE) program. Through

History, Student Activities Coordina-
tor, NJHS Advisor and Ignite Mentor
Program Advisor at Mandarin Middle

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

School.

the initiative, students gathered and

Did you know?
Archived issues of Mandarin NewsLine
may be found online!
Visit www.floridanewsline.com

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you’re sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

Happy New Year,
neighbors.

Jim Register, Agent

12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Bus: 904-268-5522 Fax: 904-262-7999
jim@jimregister.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006045

| wish all my neighbors

a healthy, happy and safe
New Year. Here's to this
year bringing you nothing
but the best.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there®

o StateFarm’

Nil Vi v Ni/
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STARLING STARLING STARLING STARLING
AT PONTE VEDRA | AT NOCATEE | AT NOCATEE | AT SAN JOSE
ASSISTED LIVING ASSISTED LIVING INDEPENDENT ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE and MEMORY CARE LIVING and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700
ALF#12887

904-834-4199
ALF#13109

904-834-4511

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

WELLNESS - ENGAGEMENT - CULINARY « SERVICE
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Limitless Opportunities

Opportunity is more than access—it’s skillfully guided growth.
Our faculty and staff are masters of creating a culture where students
thrive and achieve excellence. Here, opportunity lives in every corner:
in classrooms, on stages, in labs, on fields and in studios. Students are
immersed in academics, the fine arts, athletics and activities that expand

their opportunities today, so more things are possible tomorrow.

JIIT

THE il

BOLLES

SCHOOL

ALL THINGS POSSIBLE

Bolles.org
Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School




