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Julington Creek Boat Parade of Lights signals start of holiday season

Lights Ahoy!
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The holiday season is here, and St. 
Johns County is brimming with 
festive events to help you celebrate. 
From the twinkling lights of St. 
Augustine's Nights of Lights to classic 
Nutcracker performances, winter 
festivals and special holiday gather-
ings, there's something for everyone 
to enjoy.

Whether you're looking for family-
friendly activities, cultural perfor-
mances or community celebrations, 
our Holiday Event Guide has you 
covered. Inside, you'll find dates, 
times, locations and details for more 
than a dozen events happening 
throughout December in Jacksonville, 
St. St. Johns County and surrounding 
areas.

This year's lineup includes beloved 
traditions like the Community 
Nutcracker at the Florida Theatre, the 
Alpine Groves Park Winter Festival 
and multiple ballet performances that 
bring the magic of the season to life. 
You'll also discover unique experi-
ences like the St. Johns Snow Globes 
at Julington Creek Plantation and 
the illuminated wonder of Glowing 
Gardens at Jacksonville Arboretum.

Planning your holiday season just got 
easier. Turn to page 8 for the complete 
guide and start making memories 
with the people you love most.

St. Johns County 
Holiday Event Guide

By Michele Oliver                                                  

Newcomers of North Saint Johns 
(NNSJ) invites members and their guests 
to its December luncheon on Tuesday, 
Dec. 16, at 11 a.m. at Club Continental, 
2143 Astor St., Orange Park.

The event features lunch and entertain-
ment by Roger Dodd, who will be sing-
ing traditional holiday favorites.

"The very talented Roger Dodd does not 
disappoint! We're looking forward to 
celebrating the holiday season with our 
members and lots of fun sing-alongs," 
said Michele Oliver, co-president of 
NNSJ. "The cost of the event is partially 
subsidized for our members by the club."

Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. Cost 
for the luncheon and program is $35 
for members and $40 for guests and 
non-members. All reservations must be 
received by Dec. 8. For further informa-
tion about the luncheon and member-
ship, visit newcomersofnorthstjohns.
org. Raffles for gift baskets and a 50/50 
drawing will also be held.

Entree choices include Tuscan chicken 
served with a squash medley and roasted 
potatoes; pan-seared mahi accompanied 
by a squash medley and roasted potatoes; 

or pasta primavera. Beverages include 
coffee and tea. Dessert is chef's choice 
and all entrees come with a mixed tossed 
salad and rolls and butter. A cash bar is 
also available.

Dodd was an Air Force pilot for 22 
years and Northwest Airlines pilot for 
18 more. He won the Air Force tal-
ent contest in 1978 and entertained on 
layovers in Paris, Rome, London and 
Frankfurt. He currently performs in the 
band Shades of Gray as keyboardist and 
vocalist.

NNSJ offers a variety of activities for St. 

Johns County and surrounding area resi-
dents including wine socials, golf, book 
club, walking group, Mah Jongg, card 
groups, bunco and a weekly golf outing.

"We also have December trips to the 
Jacksonville Symphony to enjoy a holi-
day pops concert and annual Red Train 
ride around St. Augustine to celebrate 
the holidays and enjoy the fabulous 
Night of Lights event," said co-president 
Charlene Lim, adding NNSJ members 
are also headed to The Alhambra The-
atre in January to see "Menopause the 
Musical."

Photo courtesy Newcomers of North Saint Johns

Newcomers of North Saint Johns members dressed in Western attire and pink for Breast Cancer Awareness Month at a 
past luncheon featuring line dancing at Club Continental. 

Sing-alongs and celebration at Newcomers holiday luncheon

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman
editor@floridanewsline.com

The Julington Creek Boat Parade of 
Lights will illuminate the waters of 
Julington Creek on Saturday, Dec. 6, 
at 7 p.m., marking the 37th year of the 
beloved holiday tradition.

Sponsored by the Julington Creek Prop 
Club, the annual event invites boat own-
ers to deck their vessels in holiday finery 
and join the festive flotilla.

"The people along the shores of the 
creek put on quite a show for us every 
year," said Julington Creek Prop Club 
Commodore Bob Ponik in a recent 
release. "We have people shooting fire-
works, parties with live bands, and bon-
fires. Some have as many as 100 people 
waving and shouting 'Happy Holidays!' 
The people on shore have as much fun as 
the boaters."

Photos courtesy Julington Creek Prop Club

Decorated boats during a past Julington Creek Boat Parade of Lights. Boat cont. on pg. 2
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Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

The parade route begins at the Julington 
Creek Marina, motors underneath the 
Route 13 bridge, circles Bulls Bay and 
continues down Durbin Creek. Spectators 
can view the parade from the Julington 
Creek Bridge walkways.

Established in 1988, the event typically 
features an estimated 40 boats of all 
shapes, sizes and themes, ranging from 17 
to 40 feet in length, all decorated in holi-
day finery. Some participating boats be-
long to Prop Club members while others 
come from all over the area. Homeown-
ers with docks along the route are also 
invited to participate, as tradition holds 
that boaters judge the shore displays.

Prizes will be awarded for the best 
holiday-decorated boats. First place 
receives a $300 cash prize, second place 
receives $200, and third place receives 
$100. All participating boat captains will 
also receive a Captain's Gift Bag. Prizes 

are also awarded for "Best Dock" along 
the parade route.

Planning for the parade involves consider-
able organizational prep work. The Prop 
Club starts in August each year contact-
ing boaters, area merchants and residents, 
gathering donations for the event.

"Annual dues from Prop Club members 
provide some of the funds for the Jul-
ington Creek Boat Parade of Lights, but 
we depend on and appreciate many local 
businesses' and waterfront owners' con-
tributions as well," Ponik said. "Without 
their help we would not have this event."

The Prop Club is a social organization for 
past, present and future boaters. Mem-
bers do not have to own a boat to join. 
The club meets on the second Saturday 
of each month at 6 p.m. at the Julington 
Creek Marina dock. Interested sponsors 
or boaters can contact Commodore Ponik 
at commodore@jcpropclub.com.

Boat cont. from pg. 1

Find the peace, calm, and oneness
you desire as we join together in

celebrating the light of Christ 
on Christmas Eve.

Christmas Eve
Candle Lighting Service

Wednesday, December 31st  7 PM

New Years Eve
Burning Bowl Service

Wednesday, December 24th  7 PM

The Past

A Time To Release and Renew!

Unity Church for Creative Living

2777 Race Track Road, St. Johns, FL 32259

904-287-1505 | unityinjax.com

Unity Church for Creative Living
2777 Race Track Road, St. Johns, FL 32259

904-287-1505 | unityinjax.com

Unity offers a positive, practical,
progressive approach to
Christianity based on the

teachings of Jesus and on the
power of prayer. Join us as we
travel the journey of spiritual

unfoldment together 
Sundays at 10:30 AM.

Photos courtesy Julington Creek 

Prop Club Decorated boats during a past Julington Creek Boat Parade of Lights.
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Mandarin NewsLine � The CreekLine  � Ponte Vedra NewsLine

FFBBFF Meet  Fala and Finlay!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed: 
Scottish Terrier

Favorite Activity: 
Shopping for plants

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

From all of us at the 
Florida NewsLine family 
of newspapers, we wish 

you a happy holiday 
season. Thank you for 

your continued support of 
local, trusted community 

journalism.

to
 ou

r
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A. server  B. kitchen  C. restaurant   D. check

12/31/2025

 450 State Road 13 North  
Suite 106 PMB 101  

St. Johns, FL 32259
(904) 886-4919

www.FloridaNewsLine.com

The CreekLine is a free monthly publication delivered to all 
addresses in Zip Code 32259 and selected routes in 32092. 
Submission of articles and photographs are received by mail or  
email, although email to editor@FloridaNewsLine.com is 
preferred. The writers’ opinions do not necessarily reflect the 
opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available  
by request. Florida NewsLine is not responsible for 
advertisement content or accuracy of information provided 
by its advertisers Nor does Florida NewsLine endorse any 
of the products or services included in this publication.  
Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement or 
copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no portion 
of this publication October be copied without the express  

written consent of the publisher.  ©2025.

Publisher 

Mark Pettus 

Publisher@FloridaNewsLine.com

Editor 

Tracy Dishman  

Editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Bookkeeper 

Emily Whitehead 

Accounting@FloridaNewsLine.com

Social Media 

SocialMedia@FloridaNewsLine.com

Advertising Sales

Haley Cook

 haley.cook@newslinedigital.com

When you advertise, you encourage 
repeat business, create traffic, and 

attract new customers!
Don't miss our "month" issue

featuring our "special section"!
Deadline xx/xx/25

Call today
to reserve your space!

(904) 886-4919
www.FloridaNewsLine.com
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Coupon not valid for 
Seed/Bird Food, Optics, Daily 

Savings Club Membership, 
Campania Baths or Sale Items.

Cannot be combined with 
other coupons or discounts

Expiration 12/31/22

Merry
&Bright 

Merry
&Bright 

20% OFF
One Regularly 
Priced Item

Valid in-store at the 
participating stores listed. 

Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird 
Food, Optics, Gift Card, DSC 
Memberships or Sale Items, 

Exclusions Apply.  
Offer expires 12/31/23

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

Coupon not valid for 
Seed/Bird Food, Optics, Daily 

Savings Club Membership, 
Campania Baths or Sale Items.

Cannot be combined with 
other coupons or discounts

Expiration 1/31/23

20% OFF
One Regularly 
Priced Item

Valid in-store at the participating 
stores listed. Coupon not valid 

for Seed/Bird Food, Camera 
Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC 

Memberships, or Sale Items. 
Cannot be combined with other 

coupons/discounts. Offer expires 
12/31/25.

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER
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To submit items for the Community 
Calendar, email editor@floridanewsline.
com.

Dec. 1 - 3 
St. Johns CARES Giving Tree Initia-
tive
 The 19th annual Giving Tree Initiative 
will run from Dec. 1 to Dec. 3. Wishes 
from clients of 40 nonprofit organiza-
tions in St. Johns County serving the 
elderly, veterans, homeless, abused, 
children and animals are printed on 
holiday wish tags. Donation boxes 
with posters will be displayed at 
participating businesses, schools and 
organizations throughout the county. 
Donations are sorted and provided 
to nonprofit organizations for the 
holidays. Monetary donations can be 
made to purchase wish items that are 
not donated. Visit www.stjohnscares.
org for a list of host sites or email 
president@stjohnscares.org for more 
information.

Dec. 1 - 31 
Bartram Trail Friends of the Library 
Holiday Book Sale
 Bartram Trail Friends of the Library 
will hold its annual Holiday Book Sale 
Fundraiser Dec. 1-31 at Bartram Trail 
Branch Library. The sale features thou-
sands of giftable quality books, games, 
puzzles and more. This is the library's 
largest fundraiser of the year. Proceeds 
fund library programs, books, furniture 
and equipment.

Dec. 2 
Honeybee Quilters Guild Holiday 
Party
Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet 
Tuesday, Dec. 2, at 6:30 p.m. at Manda-
rin Presbyterian Church on the Manda-
rin Road Campus in the Woody Room 
(left side far door), 11844 Mandarin 
Road. Join us for our Holiday Party, $20 
for the catered meal. New members 
and guests welcome; wearing masks 
optional. Visit honeybeequilters.org for 
more information.

Dec. 6 
Julington Creek Boat Parade of 
Lights
 The annual Julington Creek Boat 
Parade of Lights, sponsored by the 
Julington Creek Prop Club, is sched-
uled for Saturday, Dec. 6. Prizes of 
$300, $200 and $100 will be awarded 
for the top three holiday-decorated 
boats, and all participating boaters will 
receive a Captain's Gift Bag. Prizes are 
also awarded for best dock along the 
parade route. 

Dec. 2025 
Alpine Groves Park Winter Festival
Friends of Alpine Park will hold its 
annual Winter Festival Saturday, Dec. 
6, from 10 a.m. to 3 p.m. at Alpine 
Groves Park, 2060 State Road 13 N. 
The free community event will feature 
arts and crafts vendors, a blacksmith, 
food trucks, children's games, Santa, 
farmhouse tours and more. Free shuttle 

service will be available from Switzer-
land Community Church, 2179 State 
Road 13 N.

Dec. 10 - 14 
The Best Christmas Pageant Ever
 River City Theatre will present "The 
Best Christmas Pageant Ever" Dec. 
10-14 at the Episcopal Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Betsy Lovett Hall, 1100 
Stockton St., Jacksonville. Based on 
Barbara Robinson's beloved novel, this 
wholesome classic tells the delightful 
tale of the rough-and-tumble Herdman 
children and celebrates the warmth 
and community of the holiday season. 
Performance times are 7 p.m. Dec. 10-12 
and 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Dec. 13-14. Tickets 
available starting Nov. 1. Visit www.riv-
ercitytheatre.com for more information.

Dec. 10 
Library meetings
 Friends of the Library will meet 
Wednesday, Dec. 10, at Bartram Trail 
Branch Library. The St. Johns County 
Public Library System Advisory Board 
will also meet Wednesday, Dec. 10, at 
Southeast Branch to discuss library 
issues and other business for the St. 
Johns County Public Library System.

Dec. 13 
Bartram Trail Genealogy Club
 The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club 
meets Saturday, Dec. 13, from 2 to 4 
p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. 
This month's topic will be discuss-
ing family traditions and foods of the 
holiday season. Open to the public of 
all levels of genealogical experience. 
Email ginglish@comcast.net for more 
information.

Dec. 22 
Santa visits Trout Creek Senior 
Center
 Santa Claus will visit Trout Creek 
Senior Center Sunday, Dec. 22, at 6795 
Collier Road, St. Augustine. Contact 
Program Coordinator Jessica Curry at 
904-209-3658 or jcurry@stjohnscoa.
com for more information.

Jan. 16 
Florida Arbor Day Tree Giveaway
 UF/IFAS Extension St. Johns County 
Master Gardeners will celebrate Florida 
Arbor Day with a free tree giveaway 
Thursday, Jan. 16, from 10 a.m. to noon 
at five locations: Anastasia Island 
Branch Library, Bartram Trail Branch 
Library, Hastings Library (temporary lo-
cation: 400 East Harris Street), South-
east Branch Library and the St. Johns 
County Extension Office. Bareroot tree 
and shrub saplings will be distributed, 
including red maple, red buckeye, may-
haw, sweetgum and smooth sumac.

Ongoing Activities 
Open Game Play
 Open Game Play at Council on Aging 
(COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in 
St. Augustine. Bring your deck of cards 
or board game (there are also games 
available at River House) and socialize 

over a friendly game of your choosing 
on Thursdays from 12:15 to 3:15 p.m. 
Call 904-209-3655 (Monday through 
Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org 
for more information.

Trout Creek Senior Center activities
 Trout Creek Senior Center offers activi-
ties for seniors on Monday, Wednesday 
and Friday mornings at 6795 Collier 
Road in Orangedale. Cards, crafts and 
games start each day at 9 a.m., with 
trivia, nutrition/exercise, Bunco and 
bingo among the additional activities 
before lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day. 
Contact Program Coordinator Jessica 
Curry at 904-209-3658 or jcurry@
stjohnscoa.com for more information.

Playing HOOKie
 Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and loom-
ing (with all items donated to charity), 
meets every Wednesday from 10 a.m. to 
noon at Maple Street Biscuit Company, 
1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit 
the group's Facebook page (Playing 
HOOKie) or email playinghookiecares@
gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild card group
 Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays 
the game of Hand, Knee and Foot on 
Wednesdays. If you are interested in 

joining, call 904-230-6962 and leave a 
message.

A Course in Miracles Study Group
 A Course in Miracles Study Group 
meets Sundays from 9 to 10 a.m. at 
Unity Church for Creative Living, 2777 
Race Track Road. This is a unique spiri-
tual self-study program designed to 
awaken participants to the truth of our 
oneness with God. Cost: Donation. For 
more information, call 904-287-1505 or 
email UCCLoffice2777@gmail.com.

Widow to Widow  
support group
 Widow to Widow, a support group for 
widows by widows, is held at Council 
on Aging (COA) River House, 179 Marine 
Street in St. Augustine, on Wednesdays 
from 11:45 a.m. to 12:45 p.m. Call 904-
209-3655 (Monday through Thursday) 
or email tharris@coasjc.org for more 
information.

Shuffleboard
 Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 
Tommy Hazouri Park. Beginning Tues-
day, Dec. 2, the start time will be 1:30 
p.m. The courts are located at the park 
entrance, next to the tennis courts. 
Arrive a few minutes early for court 
assignments. Beginners are welcome. 
Games are cancelled if it rains.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. Johns
Community CalendarDecemberDecember

You and a guest are invited to a 
HarborChase Holiday Taste & Tour — 
enjoy a chef-prepared meal and  
a personalized tour of our  
beautiful community.

 Reservations required.

Taste the Season, 
Tour the Lifestyle

Schedule your experience today! 
(904) 584-9817

EXPERIENCE
HARBORCHASE
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Regain strength, mobility and independence through 
our outpatient rehab programs. Our expert physical, 
occupational and speech therapists provide personalized 
care plans to enhance your quality of life.

Ask your doctor for a referral, then call 904.880.4234.

Explore more services at RiverGarden.org

Confidence is in Bloom.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care  I  Rehab & Therapy  I  Senior Living  I  Adult Day

By Eddie Creamer, St. Johns County Prop-
erty Appraiser 

As we say goodbye to 2025 
and welcome 2026, I'd like 
to share key dates for the 
upcoming year that are im-
portant for St. Johns County 
property owners to know and 
add to their calendars.

January 1
 All properties are appraised each 
year as of January 1. The status and 
condition of a property on this date 
determines the property's value for the 
upcoming assessment year.

March 2
 For 2026, the deadline to file personal 
exemptions, including homestead 
exemption, is March 2. This deadline 
is always March 1 unless it falls on 
a weekend, which happens in 2026. 

Property owners are eligible 
to file for personal exemp-
tions for the current tax year 
if they owned the property 
as of January 1 of that year. 
Once a homeowner has ap-
plied for homestead exemp-
tion, then they do not need to 
reapply unless there has been 
a change in marital status, 
property ownership or title. 

Visit www.sjcpa.gov/exemptions to file 
for exemptions.

April 1
 For businesses, the deadline to file 
a Tangible Personal Property (TPP) 
return is April 1. TPP is property used 
in the operation of a business or other 
income-producing venture, such as ma-
chinery, furniture and computers. This 
return needs to be filed yearly unless 
a TPP exemption has been approved 

and the TPP value is less than $25,000. 
Visit www.sjcpa.gov/tangible-personal-
property for additional information.

August 11
 The 2026 Truth in Millage (TRIM) 
notice will be mailed on August 11. 
This exact date changes each year but 
always occurs during mid-August. The 
TRIM notice provides property owners 
with their proposed property taxes for 
the upcoming tax year before the tax 
bill is mailed. Property owners have 25 
days from the date of the TRIM mail-
ing to request changes to their property 

value and to also file a petition with the 
Value Adjustment Board. Visit www.
sjcpa.gov/TRIM for additional infor-
mation.

November 1
 Tax bills are mailed to property own-
ers by November 1 by the St. Johns 
County Tax Collector's Office. Also on 
this date, tax bills are available to view 
at www.sjcpa.gov.

I'm available to answer questions or 
provide additional information at Ed-
die@sjcpa.gov or 904-827-5500.

Mark your calendar: Key 2026 dates for property owners

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME
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Eddie Creamer

Visit us
online

FloridaNewsLine.com
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Limitless Opportunities
Opportunity is more than access—it’s skillfully guided growth. 

Our faculty and staff are masters of creating a culture where students 

thrive and achieve excellence. Here, opportunity lives in every corner: 

in classrooms, on stages, in labs, on fields and in studios. Students are 

immersed in academics, the fine arts, athletics and activities that expand 

their opportunities today, so more things are possible tomorrow.

Bolles.org 

Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School
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By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Jacksonville Symphony 
announced Alison Bolton 
as its new vice president 
and general manager. 
Bolton brings more than 
two decades of leadership 
experience in operations, 
production and orchestral 
management, including 
previous roles at the Nashville 
Symphony and Buffalo Philharmonic 
Orchestra.

As vice president and general manager, 
Bolton will oversee all production opera-
tions and performance logistics, man-
aging concert production, budgets, tour-

ing and recording projects, 
and labor agreements with 
musicians and stagehands. 
She will also organize major 
annual productions such as 
First Coast Nutcracker and 
serve as the primary liaison 
between musicians and 
Symphony leadership.

"It's a privilege to join the 
Jacksonville Symphony's 

senior leadership team at such an 
energizing moment for this remarkable 
organization," said Bolton.

Bolton will officially begin her role on 
Nov. 24, 2025. For more information, 
visit jaxsymphony.org.

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 

chris

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value
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“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial
Cremation Society

(904) 797-4990www.CraigFuneralHome.com 
(904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory
 Memorial Park

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Mitch Wright
Financial Advisor

Heather Wright
Financial Advisor

605 Sr 13n Ste 101, Fruit Cove, FL 32259 • 904-230-3385

Wishing you and
yours peace, joy and hope 
this holiday season!

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Upper Deck Wealth 
Management LLC, a 
private wealth advisory 
practice of Ameriprise 
Financial Inc. in Ponte 
Vedra Beach, has earned 
the Ameriprise Client 
Experience Award for 
2024. This is the fourth 
consecutive year for Chris 
Thompson and second year for Todd 
Perkins.

The practice was honored for its abil-
ity to consistently deliver personalized, 
goal-based advice and exceptional 
client service. Award recipients earned 

an overall client satisfaction 
rating equal to or greater 
than 4.9 out of 5.0 and 
maintained stellar business 
results.

Thompson, Perkins and 
Sarah Blackley provide 
financial advice anchored 
in a solid understanding of 
client needs and expecta-
tions delivered in one-on-

one relationships.

For more information, contact 
Thompson at 904-380-2290, Per-
kins at 904-380-2322 or Blackley at 
904-380-2302, or visit the Ameriprise 
office at 818 A1A N Suite 301, Ponte 
Vedra Beach.

Symphony appoints Bolton as VP and 
general manager

Alison Bolton
Chris Thompson

Local wealth advisory practice earns 
award

GAME DATES:
Jan 10, Feb 14, Mar 14

Photo courtesy Rotary Club of 

Bartram Trail-Julington Creek.

Volunteers from the 
Rotary Club of Bartram 
Trail-Julington Creek 
and the Creekside High 
School Interact Club 
pick up trash and litter 
alongside Racetrack 
Road as part of a quar-
terly effort through the 
county's Adopt-a-Road 
program. 

By Al Kalter

Earlier this fall, members of the Ro-
tary Club of Bartram Trail-Julington 
Creek and students from the Creek-
side High School Interact Club came 
together to make a positive impact 
on our community. As part of the St. 
Johns County Adopt-a-Road program, 
these dedicated volunteers spent a 
Saturday morning picking up litter 
and helping to keep Racetrack Road 
looking its best.

The collaboration between the Ro-
tary and Interact Clubs is a testament 
to their commitment to community 

service. This volunteer effort is not a 
one-time event; it is something that 
the clubs participate in several times 
each year. Their ongoing dedication 
to maintaining the beauty of our local 
region is truly commendable.

The Adopt-a-Road program is an 
excellent opportunity for community 
members to take an active role in 
preserving the cleanliness and appear-
ance of our surroundings. By work-
ing together, Rotary and Interact are 
setting a wonderful example of civic 
responsibility and teamwork.

Rotary and Interact clean up local roadways

Interact is the Rotary-sponsored 
service organization that is part of 
thousands of high schools around the 
world. At Creekside High School, 
instructor Regan Asher from the Acad-
emy of Future Teachers serves as the 
faculty advisor for the school's Inter-
act Club.

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail-
Julington Creek meets every Thurs-
day morning, from 7:30-8:30 a.m., 
at Westminster Woods on Julington 
Creek. Guests and prospective mem-
bers are always welcome. More infor-
mation about our local club can be 
found at www.bartramtrailrotary.org.
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Celebrate Christmas with Us!

Lessons & Carols

Christmas Eve Services

A truly magical evening of music & scripture on 
Sunday, December 14th at 7pm with refreshments at 6:30pm.

4:30pm // Family & Children’s Celebration with Live Nativity
7:00pm // Contemporary Candlelight & Communion Service
9:00pm // Traditional Candlelight & Communion Service

Scan the QR code or visit mandarinpres.com/christmas

We invite you and your family to join us this season.
Experience hope, peace, joy & love as

we celebrate the gift of Christmas!

2501 Loretto Road, Jacksonville  | 904.680.9944
Mandarin Presbyterian Church

ADDRESS: 405 Solana Road

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

WEBSITE: StarlingatPonteVedra.com

PHONE: (904) 822-4536

ALF#: 12734

ADDRESS: 885 Crosswater

Parkway Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

WEBSITE: StarlingatNocateeIL.com

PHONE: (904) 822-8677

ADDRESS: 885 Crosswater Parkway

Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

WEBSITE: StarlingatNocatee.com

PHONE: (904) 478-1155

ALF#: 13109

Independent LivingAssisted Living | Memory Care

ADDRESS: 9075 San Jose Boulevard

Jacksonville, FL 32257

WEBSITE: StarlingatSanJose.com

PHONE: (904) 605-3441

ALF#: 12887

Across our four Jacksonville-area communities,

residents are gathering for festive meals, sharing

traditions, and creating new memories that

make this season truly special. From twinkling

lights to joyful music, there’s a sense of

togetherness that fills every space.

C E L E B R A T E  T H E  S E A S O N  W I T H

Whether you’re looking for the freedom of

Independent Living, the comfort of

Assisted Living or Memory Care, or simply

a place that feels like home, Starling invites

you to visit, tour, and experience the spirit

of the season with us.

Come see why so many call Starling home. Discover beautifully designed spaces, engaging

activities, and a caring team dedicated to making every day meaningful. Schedule your

visit today and experience the warmth, connection, and joy that make the holidays — and

life — brighter at Starling.

Nov. 15, 2025 - Jan. 11, 2026 
St. Augustine Nights of Lights
 The 32nd annual Nights of Lights 
illuminates historic downtown St . Au-
gustine with over 3 million tiny white 
lights nightly. Recognized by National 
Geographic as one of the "10 Best 
Holiday Light Displays in the World." 
Light-Up! Night is Saturday, Nov. 15, 
with enter tainment at 4 p.m. and light-
ing ceremony at 6:30 p.m. Free Park & 
Ride shuttle available. Visit www.flori-
dashistoriccoast .com/nights-lights/

Nov. 26, 2025 - Jan. 1, 2026 
Deck the Chairs
 Free event featuring decorated 
lifeguard chairs at Seawalk Pavilion, 
Jacksonville Beach. Includes live perfor-
mances and DTC Christmas Market on 
Nov. 29 and Dec. 6. Visit deckthechairs.
org

Nov. 28 - Dec. 28 
Glowing Gardens
 Jacksonville Arboretum & Botanical 
Gardens transforms into a winter won-
derland with illuminated displays. Open 
Fridays 5-9 p.m., Saturdays & Sundays 
3-9 p.m. at 1445 Millcoe Rd. Adults $22, 
Kids (4-17) $19, under 3 free. Visit jack-
sonvillearboretum.org/events/glowing-
gardens

Late Nov. - Dec. 2025 
St. Johns Snow Globes
 Unique Christmas experience on week-
ends at Julington Creek Plantation. One-
hour bookings include private holiday-
themed geodesic dome, charcuterie 
boxes by LetsCheese Jax, s'mores, photo 
opportunities and classic holiday movie. 
Proceeds support Southside Saddle Club's 
equestrian programs. Visit www.stjohns-
snowglobes.com

Dec. 6 
Alpine Groves Park Winter Festival
 Friends of Alpine Park presents its an-
nual Winter Festival Saturday, 10 a.m. to 
3 p.m. at Alpine Groves Park, 2060 State 
Road 13 N. Free event features arts and 
crafts vendors, blacksmith, food trucks, 
children's games, Santa, farmhouse tours. 
Free shuttle from Switzerland Community 
Church, 2179 State Road 13 N.

Dec. 6 
St. Augustine Christmas Parade
 Annual Christmas parade starts at 9 a.m. 
in downtown St. Augustine at Mission 
Nombre de Dios. Visit www.floridashistoric-
coast.com/events/christmas-parade/

Dec. 6 
Christmas in Avondale
 Free community event Friday, 5-9 p.m. 
on St. Johns Avenue in Historic Avondale, 

Jacksonville. Street closures for festivities. 
Visit historicavondale.com/cia/

Dec. 10 - 14 
 The Best Christmas Pageant Ever

 River City Theatre presents this whole-
some classic at Episcopal Church of the 
Good Shepherd, Betsy Lovett Hall, 1100 
Stockton St., Jacksonville. Based on Barba-
ra Robinson's novel about the rough-and-
tumble Herdman children. Performances 7 
p.m. Dec. 10-12 and 3 p.m. and 7 p.m. Dec. 
13-14. Visit www.rivercitytheatre.com

Dec. 11 - 13 
Community Nutcracker of Jacksonville
 Nonprofit production featuring 200+ 
local dancers ages nine to adult at Florida 
Theatre. Has donated over $900,000 to 
local charities in 33 years. Visit www.
jaxnutcracker.org

Dec. 12 - 13 
Jacksonville Symphony's First Coast 
Nutcracker
 50+ year tradition at Moran Theater, Jackson-
ville Center for the Performing Arts. Features 
internationally renowned principal dancers, 
local young dancers, and Tchaikovsky's melo-
dies performed by Jacksonville Symphony. 
Shows Dec. 12 at 8 p.m. and Dec. 13 at 2 p.m. 
and 8 p.m. Visit my.jaxsymphony.org/over-
view/nutcracker-2025

Dec. 14 
Christ Church Nutcracker Ballet
 30th annual production at Lazzara Theater, 
UNF Fine Arts Center at 6 p.m. Nearly 300 
performers ages two to 90. Directed by 
Felicia Rhoden of Miss Felicia's Dance. 
Proceeds benefit children's charities. Visit 
www.missfeliciasdance.com

Dec. 19 - 21 
The Nutcracker by the Florida Ballet
 Classical ballet at Lazzara Theater, UNF 
Fine Arts Center. Features 100+ local danc-
ers performing to Tchaikovsky's music. 
Shows Dec. 19 at 7:30 p.m., Dec. 20 at 4:30 
p.m., Dec. 21 at 2 p.m. Visit floridaballet.org/
thenutcracker

Dec. 19 - 21 
St. Augustine Ballet Nutcracker
 16th annual production at Lewis Audito-
rium, Flagler College. Features professional 
ballet dancers and local dance students. 
Shows Dec. 19 at 7 p.m., Dec. 20 at 1:30 
p.m. and 7 p.m., Dec. 21 at 2 p.m. Visit www.
saintaugustineballet.org

Dec. 22 
Santa visits Trout Creek Senior Center
 Santa Claus visits Sunday at 6795 Collier 
Road, St. Augustine. Contact Program Co-
ordinator Jessica Curry at 904-209-3658 
or jcurry@stjohnscoa.com
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST  

Over 35 Years Exp.
FL-5456A

— Tree Preservation — Plant Health Care — Insect & Disease Treatments

(904) 268-1017 
www.snipstree.com

LICENSED                                           INSURED

Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

Hello again and happy holidays. I hope 
we all have plenty of time to get out to 
enjoy the water in between the hustle and 
bustle of the season. It is a beautiful time 
to be outside.

Lots of the deciduous trees along the 
creeks are dropping their leaves, allowing 
us to look far back into the flood plains 
where deer and turkeys still have some 
refuge. Birds abound, and the sound of 
wood ducks fill the air as they spook out 
of isolated holes and creek bends. This is 
still a fishing column, but for so many of 
us, the fish is just what gets us out there 
to enjoy the natural world, and that's a 
special thing.

This time of year, there are fewer and 
fewer reasons to venture out in the main 
river. Quite frankly, there are a lot fewer 
fish out there right now. So where do 
we go then? We go to the creeks — the 
tributaries of the river where the freshwa-
ter fish are in higher concentrations than 
the main river. They don't mind the cold, 
and they are beautiful: specks, bluegill, 
warmouth, bass, pickerel, bowfins, etc. 
Creek fish are prettier than river fish — 
that's all I'm going to say.

The two most popular freshwater fish we 
have are bass and specks. Specks are also 
called speckled perch or crappie. If you 
see a boat fishing this time of year, it's 

for one or the other most 
likely.

My bass fishing is far 
simpler than a lot of folks 
make it. If I can catch 
shrimp, I'll take them to 
creek mouths or sheltered 
coves in the river where 
you'd think the bass 
might stage for spawning 
in a month or two. If I 
can't get shrimp, shin-
ers work too. Fish them 
under floats near lily pads 
or some other cover. Don't feel that you 
have to anchor and stay in one spot. If 
you have a trolling motor, you can slowly 
troll the baits on the edges to find fish.

Specks can be in various places, from 
docks in the main river to submerged lay-
downs far up the creeks. Minnows on slip 
floats and jigs are the two main methods 

for them, which I'll discuss 
in more detail next month. 
Until then, get out there 
and enjoy the scenery 
and catch a few fish while 
you're at it. Tight lines.

Jimmy Tomazinis is a 
Jacksonville area native who 
has fished the St. Johns River 
his entire life. His passion for 
fish led him to study coastal 
biology at the University of 
North Florida. He has since 

participated in multiple fishery studies in 
Northeast Florida, continues to implement 
fish habitat and water quality improvement 
projects, fishes as much as he can, and has a 
monthly podcast called North Florida Fish-
ing and Outdoors where the fishing conver-
sation continues. Jimmy can be reached by 
email to mail@floridanewsline.com.

Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

Jimmy Tomazinis

Creek fishing offers winter 
refuge, scenic beauty
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D onate  Your  Car  to  Ve ter-
ans Today!  Help  and Sup -
port our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up .  100% tax  deduc t-
i b l e .  C a l l  8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8

MISCELLANEOUS

O l d  g u i t a r s  wa n t e d !  G i b -
s o n ,  F e n d e r,  M a r t i n ,  E t c . 
19 3 0 ’s  to  19 8 0 ’s .  To p  d o l -
lar paid. Call  866-433-827 7

Reach millions of homes na-
tionwide with one easy, af-
fordable buy in the ADS Net-
work! For more information 
www.communitypublishers .
com/categor y/al l-products

SunSetter. America's #1 aw-
ning!  Instant  shade at  the 
touch of a button. Transform 
your deck or pat io into an 
outdoor oasis. Up to 10-year 
l imi ted warrant y.  Cal l  now 
and save $350! 855-914-1148

We buy houses for cash as is! 
No repairs or fuss. Any condi-
tion. Easy 3-step process: Call, 
get cash offer, get paid. Get 
your fair cash offer today. Liz 
Buys Houses: 844-87 7-5833

Portable oxygen concentrator 
may be covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence & mo-
bility w/the compact design 
& long-lasting battery. Inogen 
One free info kit! 877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular - same reli-
able, nationwide coverage as 
large carriers. No long-term 
contract or hidden fees, free 

activation. All  plans unlim-
i ted talk & tex t star t ing at 
jus t  $20/mo.  87 7-7 51-0866

Become a published author. We 
want to read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing trusted since 
1920. Consultation, produc-
tion, promotion & distribution. 
Free author`s guide 877-729-
4998 or dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more c leaning gutters . 
Guaranteed! LeafFilter backed 
by no-clog guarantee & life-
t ime warrant y.  Ca l l  1 -83 3-
610-1936 to schedule FREE 
inspection/estimate. Get 15% 
off your entire order. Military 
& Seniors get additional 10% 
off. Limited time. Restrictions 
apply,  see rep for  de ta i ls .

Replace your roof w/the best 
looking & longest lasting ma-
terial steel f rom Erie Metal 
Roofs! 3 styles/multiple colors 
available. Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited time offer up 
to 50% off install + additional 
10% off install military, health 
& 1st responders. 833-370-1234

Inf lat ion at  40-year highs . 
Interest rates are up. Cred-
i t  cards ,  medical  bi l ls ,  car 
loans . Have $10k+ in debt? 
Call National Debt Relief to 
find out how to pay off your 
debt for much less than you 
owe! Free quote: 844-955-4930

Don't let the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the solution 
for anyone who struggles on 
the stairs, concerned about 

a fall or wants to regain ac-
cess to  their  ent i re  home.  
A m e r i G l i d e  8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5

Home break- ins  take  le s s 
than 60 seconds. Don't wait! 
Protec t  your family,  home, 
assets now for  as l i tt le  as 
7 0 ¢ / d a y !  8 3 3 - 8 9 0 - 1 2 6 2

Jacuz z i  Bath Remodel  can 
instal l  a new, custom bath 
o r  s h o w e r  i n  a s  l i t t l e  a s 
1-day. L imited time, waving 
all installation costs! Addi-
t ional terms apply.  Subject 
to change & vary by dealer. 
Ends 12/28/25. 844-501-3208

Pest  contro l :  Protec t  your 
home from pests safely. Roach-
es, Bed Bugs, Rodent, Termite, 
Spiders & more. Locally owned 
& affordable. For service or 
inspection today! 833-860-
0657 Have z ip code ready!

Mobi leHelp America's  pre-
mier  mobi le  medical  a ler t 
system. Home or away. For 
safety & peace of mind. No 
long  te rm c ont rac t s ,  f re e 
b r o c h u r e !   8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

Aging roof ? New homeowner? 
Storm damage? You need a lo-
cal expert provider that proud-
ly stands behind their work .  
Fast, free estimate. Financing 
available. 833-640-4753 Have 
zip code ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup & res-
toration: A small amount of wa-
ter can lead to major damage in 
your home. Our trusted profes-
sionals do repairs to protect 
your family & home value! 833-
887-0117. Have zip code ready!

Professional  lawn ser vice: 
Fer t i l ization,  weed control , 
se e d ing ,  aera t ion  &  mo s-
qui to  c ont ro l .  Fre e  quote . 
A s k  a b o u t  f i r s t  a p p l i c a -
t ion specia l !  83 3-860-0811

DIRECTV Stream - Carries the 
most local MLB games! Choice 
Pkg $89.99/mo for  12  mos 
Stream on 20 devic-es. HBO Max 
included for 3 mos w/Choice 
Package or higher. No con-
tract or hidden fees! Restric-
tions apply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Phy-

s i c ia n s  Mu tu a l  In sura n c e 

Company. 400+ procedures. 

Real dental insurance - not 

a  d iscount  p lan .  Free in fo 

kit! 855-526-1060 www.den-

t a l 5 0 p l u s . c o m / a d s  # 6 2 5 8

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521 Add’l terms apply. Offer subject to change 

and vary by dealer. Expires 12/28/25.

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free 
Installation.

Job Finder December:
Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living 
communities throughout the state of Florida. We are always look-
ing for talented and motivated folks to join our team. Visit www.
StarlingLiving.com/careers to view our current openings! 
STATE FARM INSURANCE IN MANDARIN is looking for Sales/Customer 
Service. Full time Salary + Incentives. Florida Insurance license 
preferred send resume to jim@jimregister.com  www.jimregister.com

SAVE $350 when you transform
your patio into an outdoor oasis.

SAVE $350 TODAY!
Call 1-866-350-2161 now to

America’s #1 Awning!

Instant shade—at the 
touch of a button. 

Enjoy more quality time 
with family and friends. 

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty. 

No plant says "holidays" 
quite like the poinsettia. 
With its bright, cheerful 
colors and festive flair, it's 
no wonder this beauti-
ful plant has become a 
seasonal favorite in homes, 
churches and offices alike. 
But behind its brilliant 
bracts lies a fascinating 
story - and a few helpful 
care tips to keep yours 
glowing all season long.

The poinsettia (Euphorbia 
pulcherrima) has deep roots 
in Mexican tradition, where 
it was cherished for centuries 
before making its way to the 
United States in 1828. We 
have Joel Roberts Poinsett, 
the first U.S. ambassador to 
Mexico, to thank for intro-
ducing this iconic plant to 
American holiday decor.

Think those vibrant red 

GardeningGardening
By Connie Doyle, Master Gardener UF/IFAS

The Good Earth: Poinsettias are 
the holiday star of the season

Connie Doyle, Master Gardener 
UF | IFAS

Donate today to make their  
next chapter brighter.
Please give in December while a portion of online gifts are 
generously matched by the Jessie Ball duPont Fund. 

danielkids.org • 904.296.1055

Everyone 
has a story.
Let’s help 
write theirs.

Happy holidays,
neighbors.

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223
Bus: 904-268-5522 
Fax: 904-262-7999
www.jimregister.com

I wish all my neighbors a safe and happy holiday 
season and the very best in the New Year. It’s a true 
joy to be part of such a wonderful community.

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.®

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

2006051

"petals" are flowers? Not quite! The 
colorful part of the poinsettia is actu-
ally its bracts - modified leaves designed 
by nature to attract pollinators to the 
plant's tiny yellow flowers nestled at the 
center. These bracts are what give poin-
settias their signature look, from classic 
crimson to creamy white and even soft 
pink or bold purple hues.

To help your poinsettia thrive, place it 
in bright, indirect light and keep it com-
fortably warm - ideally between 60 and 
70 degrees Fahrenheit. Water only when 
the top inch of soil feels dry, and be sure 
the pot drains well.

Whether you're decorating your mantel, 
gifting a plant to a friend, or simply 
bringing a bit of cheer indoors, the 
poinsettia continues to symbolize the 

warmth, hope, and beauty of the holi-
day season.

Happy holidays everyone! Thank 
you for allowing me to share my love 
of plants and nature with you every 
month. I look forward to our adventures 
next year.

Connie Doyle writes The Good Earth, a 
gardening column inspired by a lifelong 
passion for plants, nature, and the peaceful 
rhythm of the garden. With more time in 
retirement, she has been inspired to take 
that passion to the next level — learning, 
growing, and sharing with others in our 
community by way of earning her Master 
Gardener Certification. Connie can be 
reached by email to mail@floridanewsline.
com.
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

John Brown: Harpers Ferry and the 
spark toward war TravelTravel

Few places in America 
weave so many layers of 
history into such a small 
area as Fredericksburg, 
Virginia. Nestled along 
the Rappahannock River 
between Washington, 
D.C., and Richmond, 
the town feels like a 
living timeline—one 
where the colonial era, 
Revolutionary War, Civil 
War and Civil Rights movement all left 
lasting marks. Walking its brick streets, 
visitors sense the weight of the nation’s 
past amid a lively mix of shops, galleries 
and cafes.

The Washington family legacy: Freder-
icksburg proudly calls itself the boyhood 
home of George Washington. The story 
begins at Ferry Farm , where George 
lived from ages 6 to 16. After his father 
Augustine’s death, his mother, Mary Ball 
Washington, guided the family through 
lean years, shaping her son’s resilience 
and sense of duty. The reconstructed 
farmhouse and museum displays reveal 
what daily colonial life looked like for 
the future president.

Downtown, the Mary Washington 
House preserves the home George 
bought for his mother in 1772. She 
lived there for the rest of her life, tend-
ing her gardens and welcoming visi-
tors, including her famous son. Nearby 
stands the Rising Sun Tavern, built 
in 1760 by George’s younger brother 
Charles. Costumed interpreters recreate 
the atmosphere of an 18th-century tav-
ern, where politics and gossip mingled 
over tankards of ale.

The family story continues 
at Kenmore, the Georgian 
mansion of George’s sister 
Betty Washington Lewis 
and her husband Fielding 
Lewis. Fielding sacrificed 
his fortune to fund supplies 
for the Revolutionary army, 
a powerful reminder of the 
personal cost of indepen-
dence. The home dazzles 
with ornate plaster ceilings 

and exhibits honoring the enslaved com-
munity who maintained it.

Don’t miss the Hugh Mercer Apoth-
ecary Shop , owned by Washington’s 
friend and fellow patriot Dr. Mercer. 
The 18th-century pharmacy displays 
the remedies of its day including herbs, 
tinctures and even leeches. The guides 
offer a fascinating glimpse into colonial 
medicine.

The Civil War crossroads: If Washing-
ton’s Fredericksburg represents America’s 
beginning, its battlefields capture the 
nation’s near collapse. the Fredericks-
burg and Spotsylvania National Military 
Park encompasses four major battle-
fields—Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, 
Wilderness and Spotsylvania Court 
House—forming one of the country’s 
most extensive Civil War landscapes.

At Marye’s Heights, visitors walk the 
ground where Union troops suffered 
staggering losses in December 1862. 
Chancellorsville, just west of town, saw 
Gen. Robert E. Lee’s audacious vic-
tory but also the death of his trusted 
lieutenant, “Stonewall” Jackson. The 
1864 battles of Wilderness and Spotsyl-

vania marked the relentless Union drive 
toward Richmond under Gen. Ulysses 
S. Grant. Trails, exhibits and ranger 
programs bring these harrowing mo-
ments to life.

The Civil Rights trail: Fredericksburg’s 
story doesn’t end with muskets and 
monuments. the city also plays a key 
role on Virginia’s U.S. Civil Rights Trail. 
the Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site) 
served as a center of faith and activ-
ism for African Americans from the 
Civil War era through the modern Civil 
Rights movement.

Modern Fredericksburg: Though steeped 
in history, Fredericksburg thrives as a 
vibrant modern community. Its down-
town brims with galleries, boutiques and 
eateries, while farmers’ markets, carriage 
rides and festivals enliven the streets.

A place that holds it all: Fredericksburg 
is where the American story converges—
where a young George Washington grew 
under his mother’s watchful eye, where 
patriots risked everything for indepen-
dence, where a divided nation fought 

for survival and where freedom contin-
ued to advance.

For travelers, it’s a chance to stand 
where so many chapters of the American 
experience overlap.

If you go: Fredericksburg lies about 
an hour south of Washington, D.C., 
via I-95 or Amtrak. Allow at least two 
days to explore the Washington fam-
ily homes, nearby battlefields and Civil 
Rights landmarks.

Debi Lander is an award-winning travel 
writer and photographer who blends her 
passion for history, culture, food, and 
personal discovery into captivating stories. 
Through her website Bylandersea.com 
and her long-running travel column for 
Florida Newsline, she explores destinations 
from small U.S. towns to iconic global 
landmarks. She hopes her  storytelling and 
practical insights inspire readers to experi-
ence the world with curiosity, apprecia-
tion, and a sense of adventure. Debi can 
be reached by email to mail@floridanews-
line.com.

Execution Wagon. Photo courtesy Debi Lander

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

The Confluence and Gap at Harper's Ferry.

John Brown’s Fort in Harper’s Ferry.  

Debi Lander
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By Dawn Garrity  

The Bartram Trail Newcomers Club 
(BTNC) will hold its December lun-
cheon on Dec. 9 at San Jose Country 
Club in Jacksonville. The event, themed 
"An Old-Fashioned Winter Wonder-
land," begins at 11 a.m. and includes 
entertainment and a meal for $37 when 
paying by cash or check.

BTNC is an organization that provides 
an opportunity for women to learn 
about the community and find fellow-

ship through monthly meetings and 
social and special interest activities. 
Membership is open to everyone.

In addition to monthly meetings, 
BTNC offers a variety of special interest 
groups including bridge, Continental 
Rummy, pennies Canasta, Mexican 
Train, Bunco, mah jong, golf, book 
club, nature walk, Lunch Divas and 
Girls Night Out.

For more information, visit www.face-
book.com/BTNC.1

Photo courtesy Bartram Trail Newcomers Club

Members of the Bartram Trail Newcomers Club enjoy the Witches Brew High Tea Riverboat Cruise in Sanford. 

Mandarin
Pediatrics

Now accepting new patients on Old St. Augustine Road

There’s no more important decision than choosing your child’s doctor. You 
want an expert who truly understands kids and makes your little one feel 
comfortable, all while taking the time to answer your questions. At Mandarin 
Pediatrics, our team does all of that and more, because we know raising your 
favorite little people is a big job.

Introducing our newest pediatric doctor:

Care that grows with 
your family. 

Baptist Primary Care physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Primary Care, Inc.    © Baptist Health 2025

Joseph Frank, MD   
Pediatrician 

To make an appointment 
or learn more, call our 
office at 904.268.7701  
or scan the QR code  
to visit our web page. 

Mandarin
Pediatrics

Baptist Medical Group

14810 Old St. Augustine Road, Suite 106
Jacksonville, FL 32258

Bartram Trail Newcomers Club 
hosts winter luncheon

DECEMBER 12 & 13


