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Photo courtesy North Florida Women's Chorale
The North Florida Women's Chorale performs its
holiday concert.

North Florida
Women's Chorale
presents holiday
concert

By Lisa McManus

The North Florida Women’s Cho-
rale will present its holiday concert,
“Angels of Light,” on Sunday, Dec.
7,at 4 p.m.

The performance, under the direc-
tion of Kerry Fradley, will take place
at Community Presbyterian Church,
150 Sherry Drive.

The program will feature an inspiring
selection of choral works celebrating
the beauty and message of light dur-
ing the holiday season. The Chorale
is recognized for its artistry and
expressive performances.

Admission is free, and donations are
gratefully accepted to support the
group’s continued musical outreach.
For more information, visit www.
womenschorale.org.
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nghllght of a Lifetime

Ponte Vedra alumna presents honor to Spike Lee

By Tracy McCormick-Dishman
editor@floridanewsline.com

A Ponte Vedra High School alumna
and junior acting student at the Savan-
nah College of Art and Design (SCAD)
recently experienced a career highlight,
stepping onto the stage to present the
Lifetime Achievement Award to legend-
ary filmmaker Spike Lee.

Kaya Heath, a Ponte Vedra resident,
was selected to present the award to Lee
during the eight-day SCAD Savannah
Film Festival. Lee, known for seminal
films such as “Malcolm X,” “Do The
Right Thing,” and the Oscar-winning
“Blackkklansman,” was honored for his
three decades of defining work in cin-
ema. Lee attended the festival to screen
his most recent film, “Highest To Low-
est,” which stars Denzel Washington.

The honor reflects Heath’s deep con-
nection to Lee’s work; she previously
interned at his production company, 40

Highlight cont. on pg. 2

Photo courtesy Savannah College of Art and Design

Spike Lee, center, Legend of Cinema Award recipient, poses with Kyle Anderson and Kaya Martinez-
Heath at the Signature Screening of “Highest 2 Lowest" and Award Presentation during the 28th SCAD
Savannah Film Festival on October 28, 2025 in Savannah, Georgia.

Palencia Elementary rocks' birthdays

By Susan Orlando

Palencia Elementary School’s PTO has
introduced a unique way to celebrate
students’ birthdays, honor special teach-
ers, or support sports teams by sponsor-
ing one of the school’s painted rocks.

If a student has an upcoming birthday
during the school year, families can
consider sponsoring one of the school
rocks to have painted in their honor. The
option is also available for a student’s

half-birthday if their birthday falls in the

summer months.

The cost to reserve a rock is $25 for 24
hours. Reservations are managed on a
first-come, first-serve basis. Families who
wish to extend the time may reserve a
maximum of two consecutive days in a

30-day period.

Two rocks are currently available: one
located at the front entrance of the
school, near the Palencia Park/Village
Drive entrance, and the second at the
back of the school, at the Kensington/
Las Calinas gate on Regalo Road. Parents
are encouraged to sign up for the rock
corresponding to the entrance they typi-
cally use for drop-offs. Parents who bus

their children may still consider driving
them on their birthday so they can see
their special creation.

For those who are not artistically in-
clined, local artists who specialize in rock
art are available for hire. The most popu-

Photo courtesy Palencia Elementary School
A pirate-themed rock at Palencia Elementary School celebrates Max and Cali's summer birthday.

lar artist is Jessica Bryce, who owns and
operates Bryce Brushworks. Bryce has
been painting rocks for St. Johns County
schools for many years , with pricing
starting at $100, plus potential add-ons

Palencia cont. on pg. 2
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Highlight cont. from pg. 1 U class, an exclusive program where
SCAD entertainment arts students

Acres and a Mule Filmworks. Heath . o
receive a week of hands-on training,

is a junior acting student at SCAD,
which hosts the largest university-run
film festival in the United States.

masterclasses, and networking with
top industry professionals from the
Gersh talent agency. This immersive

While at the festival, Heath and her experience is designed to equip stu-

fellow students attended intimate
masterclasses and Q&A sessions
with other distinguished actors and
filmmakers, including Miles Teller,
“Wicked for Good” director Jon M.
Chu, and actor Mark Hamill.

dents with the skills and connections
essential for successful creative careers.

SCAD’s School of Film and Acting has
consistently been recognized by The
Hollywood Reporter, ranking among
the top schools in categories for
drama, costume design, film, produc-
tion design, and visual effects.

Heath’s selection for the presentation

follows her participation in the Gersh

SUAD

SAVANNAH
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FESTIVAL

Kyle Anderson and Kaya Martinez-Heath speak onstage at the Signature Screening of “Highest 2 Lowest” and
Award Presentation during the 28th SCAD Savannah Film Festival on October 28, 2025 in Savannah, Georgia.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Palencia Elementary School
Atropical design marks the birthday of Sunny Hazel on one of the Palencia Elementary School rocks.

Palencia cont. from pg. 1 ect is also an option, but those choosing
this route must follow the guidelines

depending on the intricacy of the design. provided on the PTO website.

Weather conditions, such as rain and To reserve a date, visit the Sign-Up
bl

humidity, occasionally make complet- Genius link available at www.palen-
ing the piece impossible, but artists will  ciapiratespto.com/reserve-the-rock-1.
do everything possible to complete the To book Bryce Brushworks, visit www.
brycebrushworks.com or call Jessica at

202-590-6759.
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Photo courtesy Palencia Elementary School

One of the school's two available rocks features a Washington, D.C, skyline to celebrate a student’s 10th birthday.

art. For parents with time and “artistic

chops,” painting the rock as a DIY proj-

u:'i?'il' SAIL

Planet Granite Countertops
Free Estimate for Kitchen,
Baths and Outdoor

Kitchen countertops

Installing countertops since 2007.

Contact Today:
Sam Martin 904-483-6153
planetgranite@aol.com

20% OFF |
One Regularly |
Priced Item |
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- : Valid in-store at the participating
> , stores listed. Coupon not valid

for Seed/Bird Food, Camera
1 Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC
1 Memberships, or Sale ltems.
1 Cannot be combined with other 1
I coupons/discounts. Offer expires !
: 12/31/25. !
1
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ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER !
7/
Nature Shop

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wbu.com/staugustine

Jax Beach

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)

904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville
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How did your BFF get their name:
Rosie was named after a little girl in
the neighborhood and we liked the
name Lacy.

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above

& = : before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.
i sapa 0?"9% Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!
Enaon I] IFPA Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Support Local Journalism

All NewsLine content is free, but the work we do
1s only possible with your support.

Help us comiinne defivering quality journalism,
and enjoy some exclusive benefis along the way.

5 Q&A with elected officials
6 Travel with Debi Lander

7 Get to Know..Cindey Nordman

11 Jimmy's fishing report

11 Gardening with Connie Doyle
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To submit items for the Community
Calendar, email editor@floridanews-
line.com.

Nov. 15 - Jan. 11

St. Augustine Nights of Lights

The 32nd annual Nights of Lights illumi-
nates historic downtown St. Augustine
with over 3 million tiny white lights
nightly. Recognized by National Geo-
graphic as one of the “10 Best Holiday
Light Displays in the World"" Light-Up!
Night is Saturday, Nov. 15, with entertain-
ment at 4 p.m. and lighting ceremony at
6:30 p.m. Free Park & Ride shuttle avail-
able. Visit www.floridashistoriccoast.
com/nights-lights/

Late Nov. - Dec. 2025

St. Johns Snow Globes

Unique Christmas experience on week-
ends at Julington Creek Plantation. One-
hour bookings include private holiday-
themed geodesic dome, charcuterie
boxes by LetsCheese Jax, smores, photo
opportunities and classic holiday movie.
Proceeds support Southside Saddle
Club's equestrian programs. Visit www.
stjohnssnowglobes.com

Dec.1-13

Seymour’s Holiday Book Sale &
Bazaar

Holiday and seasonal books for all ages,
puzzles, games, audiobooks, CDs and
DVDs at discounted prices. Features a
Holiday Gift Table with new and gently

used items. All proceeds benefit the Pon-

te Vedra Beach Library and community.
December 1-13 at Seymour's Bookstore
inside the Ponte Vedra Branch Library.
Open during regular library hours:
Monday-Wednesday 10 a.m.-8 p.m.;
Thursday-Friday 10 a.m.-6 p.m,; Saturday
10 a.m.-5 p.m,; Sunday 1 p.m.-5 p.m.

Dec. 2

“Holiday Carols”

Join Denise from Discovery Commons
for festive Christmas carols and a sing-
along to kick off the holiday season.
Tuesday, December 2 from 11 a.m. to 12
p.m. at COA's THE PLAYERS Community
Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte
Vedra Beach.

Dec. 2

Vicar's Landing Boutique Sale

Shop jewelry (14K gold, sterling silver,
costume and designer), knick-knacks
with many $1items, framed art, and holi-
day items. The monthly Vicar's Cottage
sale features antiques, household items,
home furnishings and art. Proceeds
benefit the Vicar's Employee Scholarship
Fund. Tuesday, December 2 from 11 a.m.
to 1 p.m. at Vicar's Landing-Sawgrass
Community Building. Cash or checks
only. Call Beverly Webb at 904-315-2610
or Janet Nicosia at 904-607-2078 for
more information.

Dec. 3

Coastal Friends Holiday Luncheon
Enjoy entertainment by Jacksonville
musician Gene Nordan at this special
holiday luncheon on Wednesday, Dec. 3,
from 11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m. at Marsh Land-
ing Country Club, 25655 Marsh Landing
Parkway. Features a special holiday
menu, trivia, Champagne toast, and
prizes. Cost is $25. Reservations required
by Nov. 28 at bartshar@comcast.net.
Open to members, guests and the com-
munity.

Dec. 4

“Christmas Photos”

Get a complimentary 4x6" holiday photo
with our decorated Christmas tree.
Photographer Scott Adkins available.
Thursday, December 4 from 10 a.m. to 12
p.m. at COA's THE PLAYERS Community
Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte
Vedra Beach.

Dec. 5

“Bus Trip - Jacksonville Symphony”
Bus trip to the Jacksonville Symphony’s
“Holiday Pops” concert. Includes coffee
and cookies at the concert hall before
the hour-long performance. Friday,
December 5 from 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. Fee
$40. Call COA's THE PLAYERS Community
Senior Center at (904) 209-3659 for
information.

Dec. 6

Auditions for “Godspell”

The Creative Academy at Christ Epis-
copal Church is holding auditions for
their February production of Godspell.
Saturday, December 6 at 9 a.m. at Christ
Episcopal Church, 400 San Juan Drive
in the music room of the Formation Arts
building. Wear comfortable clothes.
Email Barbiekroberts@gmail.com for
questions.

Dec. 6

Paws for Claus Holiday Clean-Up

Join Beaches Go Green for a beach
clean-up. Dress in holiday spirit for prizes
for people and pets. Enjoy a holiday bake
sale and shop dune plants for sale. Sat-
urday, December 6 from 9 a.m. to 11a.m.
at 0 Atlantic Blvd,, Neptune Beach, FL. All
proceeds benefit Beaches Go Green and
their environmental education efforts.

Dec.7 and 14

‘Angels of Light'

North Florida Women's Chorale pres-
ents a concert celebrating the season
through beautiful choral music. Directed
by Kerry Fradley. Two performances:
Sunday, Dec. 7 at 4 p.m. at Community
Presbyterian Church, 150 Sherry Drive,
Atlantic Beach; and Sunday, Dec. 14, at

4 p.m. at Trinity Parish Church, 215 St.
George St., St. Augustine. Free and open
to the public. Visit wwwwomenschorale.
org.

Ponteledra

Dec.9

“Holiday Traditions with Toastmas-
ters”

Share holiday memories and tradi-
tions with members of the Ponte Vedra
Beach Toastmasters Club. Enjoy holiday
cookies, hot chocolate and warm cider.
Tuesday, December 9 from 11 a.m. to 12
p.m. at COA's THE PLAYERS Community
Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte
Vedra Beach.

Dec. 16

“A Christmas Story Reading”

Our own George Richardson continues
the holiday spirit with an excerpt from
Charles Dickens famous holiday clas-
sic! Pianist Ivan Smith will also be here
providing sounds of the season. Tuesday,
December 16 from 11:00 a.m. to 12:00 p.m.
at COA's THE PLAYERS Community Senior
Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra
Beach.

Dec. 17

St. Augustine Film Society: “Deaf
Santa”

Documentary following Charles
Graves as he pursues his dream of
becoming a professional Deaf Santa
Claus. Doors open 6:30 p.m., film
begins 7 p.m., Wednesday, December
17 at the Limelight Theatre, 11 0ld
Mission Ave, St. Augustine. Director
Anthony Mow! will lead Q&A following
the film.

Dec.19

Ponte Vedra Writers Open Mic

Annual Open Mic gathering where writ-
ers share excerpts of present or past
work. Saturday, December 19 at 11 a.m. at
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.
Contact Vic DiGenti at vidig@mac.com if
interested in participating.

Dec.19

St. Augustine Film Society: Holiday
Party!

St. Augustine Film Society Holiday Party!
Friday December 19th at The Water-
works, 184 San Marco Ave, St. Augustine
FL 32084. Doors Open at 6:30PM. Party
Begins at 7:00PM. Holiday themed shorts
from around the world plus games,

gifts and prizes. Members Free, Guests
$20.00.

Dec. 19-21

Apex Theatre Studio Presents: A
Christmas Carol

This charming adaptation of Dickens'
classic tells the story of Scrooge’s
redemption through spirits and vi-
sions. Features six actors with a fiddler,

traditional carols and English folk tunes.

December 19 at 7 p.m., December 20 at
2 p.m.and 7 p.m,, December 21 at 2 p.m.
at Ponte Vedra Concert Hall. Tickets
$25-$75. For tickets, call (904) 209-
0399.

Dec. 20

Nocatee Farmers Market: Winterfest
Nocatee Farmers Market: Winterfest

at Nocatee Station Field on Saturday,
December 20th from 10 a.m.to 1 p.m.

Dec. 31

Noon Year's Eve

Noon Year's Eve at Nocatee Station Field
on Wednesday, December 31st from 10
a.m.1012:30 p.m.

Holiday Shoppes at First Coast Cul-
tural Center

Shop local, national and international
holiday items from local and handmade
vendors. Featuring wood carvings,
jewelry, accessories, clothing, shoes,
glasswork and more. Private Preview
Night Friday 5:30 p.m.-7:30 p.m. ($35
Members/$45 Future-members) includes
complimentary Bundt cakes, champagne
and live music. For dates and hours, visit
firstcoastculturalcenter.org or call (904)
280-0614.

Ongoing Activities

Council on Aging programs

Council on Aging offers interest groups
at THE PLAYERS Community Senior
Center, 175 Landrum Lane, Ponte Vedra
Beach, and the COA Center at UF Health
Nocatee. Programs include lunch
programs, duplicate bridge, tap dance,
painting classes, chair exercise, tai chi,
canasta, bingo and board games. Most
activities are weekly beginning Dec. 2.
THE PLAYERS Center is closed Dec. 24-26.
Call (904) 209-3659 or visit www.coasjc.
org/ponte-vedra-center. For Nocatee
programs, email pbrunell@Stjohnscoa.
com or call (904) 814-9407,

Palm Valley Market

Palm Valley Market will be held at Palm
Valley Community Center, 148 Canal
Blvd., every Tuesday from 10 a.m.to 1

p.m. The market offers organic produce,
pasture-raised meats, local honey, baked
goods and local crafts. Email info@
PalmValleyMarket.com.

Ponte Vedra Beach Ruck Club

Free beach ruck every Tuesday at 6:30
p.m. Meet on the top floor of the park-

ing garage at Christ Episcopal Church,
400 San Juan Drive, Ponte Vedra Beach.
Rucking is carrying weight in a backpack
while walking. The rucks are 3-3.5 miles.
All fitness levels welcome.

Ponte Vedra Friday Farmers Market
Ponte Vedra Friday Farmers Market is
held every Friday, 10 a.m. to 1 p.m,, at
Peace of Heart Community Farm. The
market features organic produce, grass-
fed beef, local honey, breads and local
crafts.
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Q: What are the primary
academic achievements
and recognitions in St.
Johns County schools this

semester?

A: The school year is off to
a successful start across the
district. A major highlight
is the district’s continued
commitment to the Char-
acter Counts! program since
1998, which has earned the
exemplary district distinction. In October,
several area middle school students were
recognized, including Leon Folladori, Shalev
Azulay and Leila Agee from Valley Ridge
Academy; Connor Broome, Christian

Kelly and Keiran Logan from Palm Valley
Academy; Georgia Ronay, Camryn Dove
and Elizabeth Teplova from Pine Island
Academy; and Clarie Bingham, Avery Rose
and Jack McLeod from Alice B. Landrum
Middle School.

Additionally, several students qualified as
National Merit semifinalists, placing in the
top 1 percent nationwide on the PSAT.
Honorees from Allen D. Nease High School
include Paxton Beidle, Manogna Chandra,
Nigel Kondabrolu, Logan Kupka, Alecia
Lu, Jackson Pentz, Nathan Shah, Chinmay
Shandilya, Maggie Yan and Alvin Yuan. The
students recognized from Ponte Vedra High
School were Star Binyamin, John Chung,
Anya Dorairaj, Zoe Epstein, Samuel Evans,
Hadley Frey, Matthew Jones, Zane Swierz
and Evan Weinroth.

Q: How are St. Johns County schools
ensuring positive culture and supporting

military families?

A: Schools are focused on creating a positive
environment through two key initiatives.

First, military family support is a priority
through the Purple Star School program,
which includes military liaisons and special-
ized services to ease transitions. This year,
Landrum Middle School earned the Purple

with St. Johns County School Board Member
Kelly Barrera, District 4

Star designation.

Second, the district promotes
positive behavior through the
PBIS (Positive Behavior Inter-
ventions and Supports) pro-
gram. Valley Ridge Academy
and Palm Valley Academy were
honored with the Bronze Star
award for successfully imple-
menting the initial tier of the

KellyBarrera  PBIS framework schoolwide.

Q: What community-focused events and
communications have taken place re-
cently?

A: Throughout November, schools celebrat-
ed veterans with various activities, including
musical concerts, veterans breakfasts and
flag ceremonies. Additionally, schools orga-
nized Thanksgiving food drives to support
students and families in the community.

For community members looking for school
highlights, both Ocean Palms Elementary
and Alice B. Landrum Middle School were
featured on the video series “All Access with
Dr. Asplen.” These 2-minute videos are
available on the school district website.

Q: What is the status of the new schools
opening in the Nocatee and Silverleaf
communities?

A: New principals have been appointed for
the upcoming schools in the Nocatee and
Silverleaf communities. These principals
are now starting the process of proposing
school names, mascots and establishing the
foundational school culture. The public is
encouraged to regularly check the district’s
website, Parent Square and social media for
updates.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at kelly.barrera@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904) 547-
7510.
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Mark your calendar: Key 2026 dates
for property owners

By Eddie Creamer, St. Johns
County Property Appraiser

As we say goodbye

to 2025 and wel-
come 2026, I'd like

to share key dates for
the upcoming year
that are important

for St. Johns County
property owners to
know and add to their
calendars.

January1

All properties are appraised each
year as of January 1. The status and
condition of a property on this date
determines the property’s value for
the upcoming assessment year.

March 2

For 2026, the deadline to file per-
sonal exemptions, including home-
stead exemption, is March 2. This
deadline is always March 1 unless it
falls on a weekend, which happens
in 2026. Property owners are eligible
to file for personal exemptions for
the current tax year if they owned
the property as of January 1 of that
year. Once a homeowner has applied
for homestead exemption, then they
do not need to reapply unless there
has been a change in marital status,
property ownership or title. Visit
www.sjcpa.gov/exemptions to file for
exemptions.

April1

For businesses, the deadline to file
a Tangible Personal Property (TPP)
return is April 1. TPP is property
used in the operation of a business

Visit us

or other income-
producing ven-
ture, such as ma-
chinery, furniture
and computers.
This return needs
to be filed yearly
unless a TPP ex-

emption has been
approved and the
TPP value is less
than $25,000.

Visit www.sjcpa.

Eddie Creamer

gov/tangible-personal-property for
additional information.

August 1

The 2026 Truth in Millage (TRIM)
notice will be mailed on August 11.
This exact date changes each year
but always occurs during mid-
August. The TRIM notice provides
property owners with their proposed
property taxes for the upcoming tax
year before the tax bill is mailed.
Property owners have 25 days from
the date of the TRIM mailing to
request changes to their property
value and to also file a petition with
the Value Adjustment Board. Visit
www.sjcpa.gov/TRIM for additional

information.

November1

Tax bills are mailed to property
owners by November 1 by the St.
Johns County Tax Collector’s Office.
Also on this date, tax bills are avail-
able to view at www.sjcpa.gov.

I’'m available to answer questions or
provide additional information at
Eddie@sjcpa.gov or 904-827-5500.

online!

www.floridanewsline.com
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St. Johns County Com-
missioner Krista Joseph
(District 4) is encour-

aging constituents to
stay current on local
government activities
and understand its
procedures.

Q: Can you share a
few recent matters the
County Commission

has addressed?

A: The commission has addressed
several timely matters recently. Most
importantly, the conservation impact
fee received a 5-0 vote to move forward
with plans to increase it up to 100%
over four years. This is significant
because it will allow the county to

save more trees and walking areas as
new homes are built. We also hosted a
meeting with Congressman Randy Fine

Q&A with St. Johns County Commissioner Krista

St.
informed about local government
activities?

Johns County residents to stay

plete source for tracking legislation,
meeting minutes, and the specific
initiatives coming before her office.

and promoted a procla-
mation aimed at prevent-
ing harassment within the
community. Additionally,
the board recently ad-
dressed a measure sup-
porting local veterans.

Q: Could you detail the
procedure regarding the
County Commission
Chair position, and what
happened at the last

meeting?

Krista Joseph

A: The role of the Chair of the County

Commission rotates annually among

the commissioners, following a defined
procedure. The last meeting was my final
session as the acting chair. The transition
involved a vote by the commission mem-
bers to select the next chair, ensuring a
consistent change in leadership each year.

Q: What is the most effective way for

A: Commissioner Joseph encourages
constituents to utilize the county’s on-
line resources, specifically the official
St. Johns County website. She noted
this platform serves as the most com-

b
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Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at bec4kjo-
seph@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 679-
2620.
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Call today 904-262-0197

for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

] 3760 Kori Road * www.affordablewaterjax.com
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John Brown: Harpers Ferry and the spark
toward war

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Few places in America
weave so many layers of
history into such a small
area as Fredericksburg,
Virginia. Nestled along

the Rappahannock River
between Washington,
D.C.,, and Richmond,

the town feels like a living
timeline—one where the
colonial era, Revolutionary
War, Civil War and Civil
Rights movement all left lasting marks.
Walking its brick streets, visitors sense the
weight of the nation’s past amid a lively
mix of shops, galleries and cafes.

The Washington family legacy: Freder-
icksburg proudly calls itself the boyhood
home of George Washington. The story
begins at Ferry Farm , where George
lived from ages 6 to 16. After his father
Augustine’s death, his mother, Mary Ball
Washington, guided the family through
lean years, shaping her son’s resilience
and sense of duty. The reconstructed
farmhouse and museum displays reveal

what daily colonial life looked like for the

future president.

Downtown, the Mary Washington
House preserves the home George
bought for his mother in 1772. She
lived there for the rest of her life, tend-
ing her gardens and welcoming visitors,
including her famous son. Nearby stands
the Rising Sun Tavern, built in 1760

by George’s younger brother Charles.
Costumed interpreters recreate the atmo-

sphere of an 18th-century
tavern, where politics and
gossip mingled over tankards

of ale.

The family story continues
at Kenmore, the Georgian
mansion of George’s sister
Betty Washington Lewis
and her husband Fielding
Lewis. Fielding sacrificed
his fortune to fund supplies
for the Revolutionary army,
a powerful reminder of the personal
cost of independence. The home dazzles
with ornate plaster ceilings and exhibits
honoring the enslaved community who
maintained it.

Debi Lander

Don't miss the Hugh Mercer Apothecary
Shop , owned by Washington’s friend
and fellow patriot Dr. Mercer. The 18th-
century pharmacy displays the remedies
of its day including herbs, tinctures and
even leeches. The guides offer a fascinat-
ing glimpse into colonial medicine.

The Civil War crossroads: If Washing-
ton’s Fredericksburg represents America’s
beginning, its battlefields capture the
nation’s near collapse. the Fredericksburg
and Spotsylvania National Military Park
encompasses four major battlefields—
Fredericksburg, Chancellorsville, Wilder-
ness and Spotsylvania Court House—
forming one of the country’s most
extensive Civil War landscapes.

At Marye’s Heights, visitors walk the
ground where Union troops suffered

Family-focused
care, close to
home in Bartram
Commons. |

Meet the care team:

Treats ages 5+

Joel Ahlgrim, DO
Family Medicine Physician

We know life is busy. And when you need a doctor, you need someone
close to home who you can trust. Our Baptist Primary Care doctors are now

Baptist Primary Care physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Primary Care, Inc. © Baptist Health 2025

Jagat Patel, MD
Family Medicine Physician
Treats ages 5+

staggering losses in December 1862.
Chancellorsville, just west of town, saw
Gen. Robert E. Lee’s audacious victory
but also the death of his trusted lieuten-
ant, “Stonewall” Jackson. The 1864
battles of Wilderness and Spotsylvania
marked the relentless Union drive toward
Richmond under Gen. Ulysses S. Grant.
Trails, exhibits and ranger programs
bring these harrowing moments to life.

The Civil Rights trail: Fredericksburg’s
story doesn't end with muskets and
monuments. the city also plays a key

role on Virginia’s U.S. Civil Rights Trail.
the Shiloh Baptist Church (Old Site)
served as a center of faith and activism
for African Americans from the Civil
War era through the modern Civil Rights

movement.

Modern Fredericksburg: Though steeped
in history, Fredericksburg thrives as a
vibrant modern community. Its down-
town brims with galleries, boutiques and
eateries, while farmers” markets, carriage
rides and festivals enliven the streets.

A place that holds it all: Fredericksburg

is where the American story converges—

Walk-in and same-day appointments now available in
Nocatee while Bartram Commons is under construction

accepting new patients at Baptist HealthPlace at Nocatee, Suite 230. Walk-
ins and same-day appointments are available while we prepare to open our
permanent Bartram Commons office just off Race Track Road in spring 2026.

 BAPTIST
Primary Care

Baptist Medical Group

Temporary Location:
400 Colonnade Drive, Suite 230
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
The Confluence and Gap at Harper's Ferry.

where a young George Washington grew
under his mother’s watchful eye, where
patriots risked everything for indepen-
dence, where a divided nation fought for
survival and where freedom continued to
advance.

For travelers, it’s a chance to stand where
so many chapters of the American experi-
ence overlap.

If you go: Fredericksburg lies about an
hour south of Washington, D.C., via
I-95 or Amtrak. Allow at least two days
to explore the Washington family homes,
nearby battlefields and Civil Rights
landmarks.

Debi Lander is an award-winning travel
writer and photographer who blends her
passion for history, culture, food, and
personal discovery into captivating stories.
Through her website Bylandersea.com and
her long-running travel column for Florida
Newsline, she explores destinations from
small U.S. towns to iconic global land-
marks. She hopes her storytelling and prac-
tical insights inspire readers to experience
the world with curiosity, appreciation, and
a sense of adventure. Debi can be reached
by email to mail@floridanewsline.com.

To make an appointment,
call our office at
904.376.3970

or scan the QR code

to visit our web page.




Get to Know. ..

Spend even a few minutes with
Cindey Nordman, and her energy
fills the room—stylish, lively,
confident, and genuinely
excited to learn about the
people around her. Cin-
dey is a real estate pro-
fessional, an Army
veteran, an artist
at heart, and the
projects manager
for the Ponte
Vedra Woman’s
Club. But

ask her what
drives her, and
she’ll tell you
plainly: “We
were put on

this world to
meet and love
each other.”

Cindey has

lived in many
places—Ger-
many, lowa, and
now Ponte Vedra
among them. Her
years in the U.S. Army
stationed in Germany
set the foundation for her
love of culture and travel.
She attended the Defense In-
formation School for Journalism,
Photojournalism, and Public Affairs,
covering events both overseas and
throughout the United States. After
her military service, she studied
English Literature at Fontbonne
University in St. Louis, later con-
tributing to a book about veterans
and writing a book on U.S. Army
history.

Travel remains one of her great pas-
sions. When she visits a country, she
often flies in and then chooses to
drive or take a train until she finds
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an interesting town. She’ll stay for
several days, immersing herself in
local life—meeting people, explor-
ing small businesses and restaurants,
and discovering community spaces
that don’t appear in guidebooks.

And yet, despite her love of seeing
the world, Cindey says Ponte Vedra
is one of the few places that tempers
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. Cindey Nordman

her impulse to leave. “It attracts
visitors from all over the world,”
she says, which makes staying
put feel just as enriching as
exploring.

Cindey’s creative spirit
shows up in more than
just her photography
and writing. Over
the years, she has
restored between
25 and 30 Vic-
torian homes.
She takes care
to preserve each
home’s origi-
nal character,
focusing on
“polishing what’s
already there”
rather than
replacing it. She
also loves wander-
ing through art
museums—another
way she feeds her
artistic side.

As a real estate profes-
sional, Cindey approaches

her work with the same
relationship-centered philoso-
phy that guides her travels. She says
she sees her clients more as family
than as customers. She shared one
example of a young woman who was
considering renting in downtown
Jacksonville Beach. Cindey encour-
aged her to purchase a home in
Ponte Vedra instead. That move led
the woman to meet the young man
who lived next door—and eventu-
ally, the two married and had two
children. Stories like that reaffirm
for Cindey that real estate can have
lasting, life-shaping impact.

PROGRAMS
LEVELS
AND AGES!

5 50 mucn moareg

JEMY.COM
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By Kate Kimmel
mail@floridanewsline.com

Cindey serves as project manager
for the Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club
(PVWC), a 501(c)(3) organization
run entirely by volunteers. The club
raises funds throughout its yearly
cycle, distributing scholarships and
donations to selected charities each
spring. Members also donate needed
items throughout the year—every-
thing from holiday gifts for children
to school supplies and clothing.

For the June 2024—-May 2026 cycle,
the club is supporting five local
charities:

Cindey says the most impactful
work she’s done through the club
has involved at-risk youth aging out
of the foster care system, as well as
students at the Florida School for
the Deaf and Blind. Being part of
the PVWGC, she says, allows her to
make a tangible difference right in
her own community.

Cindey enjoys writing and plans to
work on a book centered around a
child affected by trauma—another
project that blends her creativity
with her desire to understand and
uplift others.

Ponte Vedra may be just one stop

in Cindey Nordman’s global jour-
ney, but it’s a place where all of her
paths—military service, art, travel,
restoration, and community work—
come together. And for the com-
munity members who meet her, it’s
clear she brings a world of experi-
ence and a heart for connection to
everything she does.

Get to Know...

Interested in being featured? Email Tracy
Dishman at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Visit
us
online!

www.floridanewsline.com
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS

1. Paddles

5. Sunscreen rating

8. Very fast airplane

11. Immune responses

13. “Partner” to feather

14. New England river

15. Longest river in New Guinea
16. Midway between east and

southeast

17. Israeli politician

18. Back bones
20. Consumed
21. One you can rely on
22. Dressed up gaudily
25. Representatives
30. Dog breed
31. Pitching statistic
32. Manpower
33. S. Korean entertainer

38. Outsourcing firm

41. Viceroy of Egypt under Turkish
rule

43. One who removes antlers from a
flower

45. Potluck dish

48. Discount

49. Airborne (abbr.)

50. Cavalry sword

55. Basics

56. Hollywood director Howard

57. Afflicted in mind or body

59. Horsley and Majors are two

60. Midway between northeast and e

61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
congregation

62. Malaysian isthmus

63. Fall back

64. Cheek

CLUES DOWN

1. Former CIA

2. Baseball’s best pitchers

3. Nui, Easter Island

4. Invests in little enterprises

5. Constant

6. Hobby

7. A place to store food

8. Short-tail marten

9. Burn with a hot liquid

10. Left his heart in San Francisco
12. Swedish krona

14. Legendary actor Connery

19. French cleric
23. Former measure of length for

textiles

24. Opaque glassy substance
25. Residue of burned item
26. A place to unwind
27. Japanese honorific
28. Terminus

34, Journalist Tarbell

37. Of she

39. Spoke ill of

40. Elements

41. Kilocalorie (abbr.)
42. Shades

46. Hollyhocks genus

51. Swiss river
52. Prejudice
53. Actor Idris

58. Criticize

29. Fails to make a shot

35. College hoops tournament
36. Monetary unit of Macao

44. Poem of fourteen lines
45. Pole used in Scottish sport

47. Street name for marijuana
48. Polio vaccine developer

54. Confederate soldiers

SHOPPING WORD

¢

OO0OWUVHTMUO=E—-=ErooxXHoO>>cCc>
ogcCcwxT<=Z2xTII<OM=ZZ2HrHrR=220>»0-r
OUVOO I =E<UOUOH<X-TLOWNOMW
Z2UVrEmMME_mMuuo>TUVCIITV-HOOO
CHOO<OOXPZ2TMONIOWOUIIUT
MH<<rH- M<r—IO0NoHXMmMUITC<
mHULWCrZZYTnNNorooonNnmMmao=vYvw==
TMHHMOOUHXX>» IIMC<XMmMOoOmOuw
OUWIVUOIrZE00X—-<TTnHnvoxT=x
MOOCOXN M- USITZ=Z2<ZHMO VO ON>
Z2NcCwZ2mMmsrXo0vUXTunndxuvmounrr
<X—-OH>XIXTPOCOC:=EITuomc=Z2>»0n0=
Z2Er>PHI<OOO-H=ZXXXOXO—-OWrTv=xX
> WOHX—-<ZO0O0MOITOoOMNAXOMMYUO
mocCcHOUVNWCZ2MHI<OZ=ZTMOWHW=-I
< XXMU—-O<rroUXr<=umLOoX>IT=2TTUTW0VL
VWITU=EOCNnOouUEPEMCOVXX<Z=Z-OrrwT-—

Q
T

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

AISLE
BAG
BARCODE
BOUTIQUE
BUDGET
CART
CASHIER
CHECKOUT
CLEARANCE
COUPON
DELIVERY
DISCOUNT
INVENTORY
MALL
MERCHANDISE
ONLINE
PRICE
PURCHASE
RECEIPT
REFUND
RETAIL
SALE
SHOPPER
STOREFRONT
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MNOP

Solve the code to discover words related to food service.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 26 = E)

A. 22 26 17 4 26 17
Clue: Waiter/waitress

B. 24 23 13 19 25 26 11
Clue: Cooking room

C. 17 26 22 13 9 12 17 9 11
Clue: Place to dine

D. 19 25 26 19 24

Clue: Restaurant bill

13

4 EXTERIOR CLEANING
4 EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION
4 HOT WASH & SOFT WASH

-'ﬂ-'_;“:_F'_tli"-’ CALL US TODAY:

4 ROOF CLEANING
4 POOL ENCLOSURES
4 DOCKS & WALKWAY

904-622-3000

www.powwashjax.com
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TANKLESS WATER

HEATER FLUSHES

904-792-3487
TANKLESSBROS.COM

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919




By Michele Oliver

Newcomers of North Saint Johns
(NNS]J) invites members and their guests
to its December luncheon on Tuesday,
Dec. 16, at 11 a.m. at Club Continental,
2143 Astor St., Orange Park.

The event features lunch and entertain-
ment by Roger Dodd, who will be sing-
ing traditional holiday favorites.

"The very talented Roger Dodd does not
disappoint! We're looking forward to
celebrating the holiday season with our
members and lots of fun sing-alongs,"
said Michele Oliver, co-president of
NNS]J. "The cost of the event is partially
subsidized for our members by the club."

Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. Cost

for the luncheon and program is $35
for members and $40 for guests and
non-members. All reservations must be
received by Dec. 8. For further informa-
tion about the luncheon and member-
ship, visit newcomersofnorthstjohns.

org. Raflles for gift baskets and a 50/50

drawing will also be held.

Entree choices include Tuscan chicken
served with a squash medley and roasted
potatoes; pan-seared mahi accompanied
by a squash medley and roasted potatoes;
or pasta primavera. Beverages include
coffee and tea. Dessert is chef's choice
and all entrees come with a mixed tossed
salad and rolls and butter. A cash bar is

also available.

Dodd was an Air Force pilot for 22
years and Northwest Airlines pilot for
18 more. He won the Air Force tal-

ent contest in 1978 and entertained on
layovers in Paris, Rome, London and
Frankfurt. He currently performs in the
band Shades of Gray as keyboardist and

vocalist.

NNSJ offers a variety of activities for St.
Johns County and surrounding area resi-
dents including wine socials, golf, book
club, walking group, Mah Jongg, card
groups, bunco and a weekly golf outing.

"We also have December trips to the

Ponte Vedrg@lm December 2025 | Page 9

Sing-alongs and celebration at Newcomers holiday luncheon

Photo courtesy Newcomers of North Saint Johns

Newcomers of North Saint Johns members dressed in Western attire and pink for Breast Cancer Awareness Month at a

Jacksonville Symphony to enjoy a holi-
day pops concert and annual Red Train
ride around St. Augustine to celebrate
the holidays and enjoy the fabulous
Night of Lights event," said co-president

past luncheon featuring line dancing at Club Continental.

Charlene Lim, adding NNSJ members
are also headed to The Alhambra The-

atre in January to see "Menopause the

Musical."

Landr

By Lisa Farese

The Landrum Middle School PTO

hosted its students for two nights of

camaraderie and fun at Beach Bowl
this fall. In an effort to build its “lion
community,” the PTO organized in-
augural bowling nights for both sixth

CELEBRATE THE SEASON WITH
STARLING 2 /'

Across our four Jacksonville-area communities,
residents are gathering for festive meals, sharing
traditions, and creating new memories that
make this season truly special. From twinkling
lights to joyful music, there's a sense of
togetherness that fills every space.

Whether you're looking for the freedom of
Independent Living, the comfort of
Assisted Living or Memory Care, or simply
a place that feels like home, Starling invites
you to visit, tour, and experience the spirit

of the season with us.

Come see why so many call Starling home. Discover beautifully designed spaces, engaging
activities, and a caring team dedicated to making every day meaningful. Schedule your
visit today and experience the warmth, connection, and joy that make the holidays — and

life — brighter at Starling.

Assisted Living | Memory Care

ADDRESS: 885 Crosswater Parkway
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
WEBSITE: StarlingatNocatee.com

PHONE: (904) 478-1155

Independent Living

ADDRESS: 9075 San Jose Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32257
WEBSITE: StarlingatSanJose.com
PHONE: (904) 605-3441

ADDRESS: 405 Solana Road
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
WEBSITE: StarlingatPonteVedra.com
PHONE: (904) 822-4536

ADDRESS: 885 Crosswater
Parkway Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
WEBSITE: StarlingatNocateelL.com

PHONE: (904) 822-8677
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and seventh graders to bring students
together outside of school. About 60

students attended each of the separate
grade-level nights, where they enjoyed

m Lions hit the lanes

rolling for strikes, sharing pizza, and
visiting with friends. The event was a
success and is expected to become an
annual tradition for the school.

Photos courtesy Landrum Middle School

Students from Landrum Middle School gather on the lanes at Beach Bow! during the school’s inaugural bowling

night this fall, an event organized by the PTO.

A sixth-grade student prepares to roll a ball down the lane during Landrum Middle School’s first-ever bowling
night hosted by the PTO.
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Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 800-245-0398

0ld guitars wanted! Gib-
son, Fender, Martin, Etc.
1930's to 1980's. Top dollar
paid. Call 866-433-8277

Reach millions of homes
nationwide with one easy,
affordable buy in the
ADS Network! For more
information www.com-
munitypublishers.com/
category/all-products

SunSetter. America's #1
awning! Instant shade
at the touch of a button.
Transform your deck or
patio into an outdoor oa-
sis. Up to 10-year limited
warranty. Call now and
save $350! 855-914-1148

We buy houses for cash
as is! No repairs or fuss.
Any condition. Easy 3-step
process: Call, get cash
offer, get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today. Liz
Buys Houses: 844-877-5833

pendence & mobility w/the
compact design & long-
lasting battery. Inogen One
free info kit! 877-305-1535

Consumer Cellular - same
reliable, nationwide cov-
erage as large carriers.
No long-term contract or
hidden fees, free activa-
tion. All plans unlimited
talk & text starting at just
$20/mo. 877-751-0866

Become a published author.
We want to read your book!
Dorrance Publishing trust-
ed since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion &
distribution. Free author’s
guide 877-729-4998 or
dorranceinfo.com/ads

No more cleaning gut-
ters. Guaranteed! Leaf-
Filter backed by no-clog
guarantee & lifetime war-
ranty. Call 1-833-610-1936 to
schedule FREE inspection/
estimate. Get 15% off your
entire order. Military & Se-
niors get additional 10% off.
Limited time. Restrictions
apply, see rep for details.

Replace your roof w/the
best looking & longest
lasting material steel from

Job Finder December:

Starling is the owner and operator of several luxury senior living
communities throughout the state of Florida. We are always look-
ing for talented and motivated folks to join our team. Visit www.
StarlingLiving.com/careers to view our current openings!

3/

STATE FARM INSURANCE IN MANDARIN is looking for Sales/Customer
Service. Full time Salary + Incentives. Florida Insurance license
preferred send resume to jim@jimregistercom wwwijimregistercom

time! Limited time offer

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel

up to 50% off install +
additional 10% off install
military, health & 1st re-
sponders. 833-370-1234

Inflation at 40-year highs.
Interest rates are up.
Credit cards, medical bills,
car loans. Have $10k+ in
debt? Call National Debt
Relief to find out how
to pay off your debt for
much less than you owe!
Free quote: 844-955-4930

Don't let the stairs limit
your mobility! Discover the
solution for anyone who
struggles on the stairs,
concerned about a fall
or wants to regain ac-
cess to their entire home.
AmeriGlide 833-399-3595

Home break-ins take less
than 60 seconds. Don't wait!

can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in
as little as 1-day. Limited
time, waving all installa-
tion costs! Additional terms
apply. Subject to change
& vary by dealer. Ends
12/28/25. 844-501-3208

Pest control: Protect your
home from pests safely.
Roaches, Bed Bugs, Ro-
dent, Termite, Spiders &
more. Locally owned &
affordable. For service or
inspection today! 833-860-
0657 Have zip code ready!

MobileHelp America's pre-
mier mobile medical alert
system. Home or away. For
safety & peace of mind. No
long term contracts, free
brochure! 888-489-3936

Aging roof? New home-

Safety. Style.
Stress-Free
Installation.

CALL NOW
1.866.753.9521

Arraricon’s @Y Baerineg

Instant shade—at the
touch of a button.

Enjoy more quality time
with family and friends.

Up to 10-Year
Limited Warranty.

Call 1-866-350-2161 now to
SAVE $350 TODAY!

repairs to protect your fam-

e | Bath
° | Remodel

SPECIAL OFFER

Waiving All
Installation
Costs!

Add'l terms apply. Offer subject to change
and vary by dealer. Expires 12/28/25.

SAVE $350 when you transform

your patio into an outdoor oasis.

s ,#
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America’s #1 Awning!

es. HBO Max included for

Portable oxygen concen-

Erie Metal Roofs! 3 styles/

Protect your family, home,
assets now for as little

trator may be covered by
Medicare! Reclaim inde-

multiple colors available.

Guaranteed to last a life-

as 70¢/day! 833-890-1262

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise &a

Financial

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. Al rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFP § CMFA ? CRPC®

PRIVATE WEALTH ADVISOR
Managing Director

904.380.2290

. Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

i 818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

owner? Storm damage? You
need a local expert provider
that proudly stands behind
their work. Fast, free esti-
mate. Financing available.
833-640-4753 Have zip
code ready when calling!

Water damage cleanup &
restoration: A small amount
of water can lead to major
damage in your home. Qur
trusted professionals do

ily & home value! 833-887-
0117. Have zip code ready!

Professional lawn service:

3 mos w/Choice Package
or higher. No contract or
hidden fees! Restrictions

Fertilization, weed control,
seeding, aeration & mos-
quito control. Free quote.
Ask about first applica-
tion special! 833-860-0811

DIRECTV Stream - Carries
the most local MLB games!
Choice Pkg $89.99/mo for
12 mos Stream on 20 devic-

apply. IVS 866-859-0405

Dental insurance from Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance
Company. 400+ procedures.
Real dental insurance - not
a discount plan. Free info
kit! 855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Local firm wins client award

Newsline staff

Upper Deck Wealth Management,
LLC, a private wealth advisory practice
of Ameriprise Financial, Inc. in Ponte
Vedra Beach, Florida, has earned the
Ameriprise Client Experience Award for
2024.

The firm was honored because of the
ability of Chris Thompson, Todd Per-
kins and Sarah Blackley to consistently
deliver personalized, goal-based advice
and exceptional client service. This
marks the fourth consecutive year Chris
Thompson, CFP®, CRPC®, CMFA”®, has
received the award and the second year

for Todd Perkins.

The award is reserved for an elite group
of Ameriprise advisors and is based on a
practice’s overall performance in client
service. Recipients earned an overall cli-
ent satisfaction rating equal to or greater
than 4.9 out of 5.0 and maintained stel-
lar business results.

The award is earned by a practice based
on four measurable statistics reflecting
the value of goal-based advice: Client
Experience Rating; percentage of clients
over a certain asset level in Advice Re-
lationships; percentage of clients over a
certain asset level with regular contact;
and, once the practice has exceeded a
minimum amount of Net Flows, the
percentage of Net Flows derived from
Assets Under Management.

As a private wealth advisory practice,
Mr. Thompson, Mr. Perkins and Ms.
Blackley provide financial advice an-
chored in a solid understanding of client
needs and expectations and delivered

in one-on-one relationships with their
clients.

Ameriprise Financial has been helping
people feel confident about their finan-
cial future for more than 130 years, trac-
ing its founding back to June 29, 1894.
The company has a nationwide network
of approximately 10,000 financial
advisors, offering extensive investment

Photo courtesy Upper Deck Wealth Management, LLC
From left, Todd Perkins, Sarah Blackley and Chris Thompson of Upper Deck Wealth Management, LLC. The private wealth
advisory practice earned the 2024 Ameriprise Client Experience Award.

advice, asset management and insurance

capabilities.

For more information, the Ameriprise

office is located at 818 A1A N Suite

301, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082.
Chris Thompson can be reached at 904-
380-2290, Todd Perkins at 904-380-
2322, and Sarah Blackley at 904-380-
2302.



Hello again and happy holidays. I hope
we all have plenty of time to get out to
enjoy the water in between the hustle and
bustle of the season. It is a beautiful time
to be outside.

Lots of the deciduous trees along the
creeks are dropping their leaves, allowing
us to look far back into the flood plains
where deer and turkeys still have some
refuge. Birds abound, and the sound of
wood ducks fill the air as they spook out
of isolated holes and creek bends. This is
still a fishing column, but for so many of
us, the fish is just what gets us out there
to enjoy the natural world, and that's a
special thing.

Creek fishing offers winter refuge,
scenic beauty

Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

This time of year, there are fewer and
fewer reasons to venture out in the main
river. Quite frankly, there are a lot fewer
fish out there right now. So where do

we go then? We go to the creeks — the
tributaries of the river where the freshwa-
ter fish are in higher concentrations than
the main river. They don't mind the cold,
and they are beautiful: specks, bluegill,
warmouth, bass, pickerel, bowfins, etc.
Creek fish are prettier than river fish —
that's all I'm going to say.

The two most popular freshwater fish we
have are bass and specks. Specks are also
called speckled perch or crappie. If you
see a boat fishing this time of year, it's
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for one or the other most

likely.

My bass fishing is far
simpler than a lot of folks
make it. If T can catch
shrimp, I'll take them to
creek mouths or sheltered
coves in the river where
you'd think the bass
might stage for spawning
in a month or two. If I
can't get shrimp, shin-
ers work too. Fish them
under floats near lily pads
or some other cover. Don't feel that you
have to anchor and stay in one spot. If
you have a trolling motor, you can slowly

troll the baits on the edges to find fish.

Specks can be in various places, from
docks in the main river to submerged lay-
downs far up the creeks. Minnows on slip
floats and jigs are the two main methods

for them, which I'll discuss
in more detail next month.
Undil then, get out there
and enjoy the scenery

and catch a few fish while
you're at it. Tight lines.

Jimmy Tomazinis is a
Jacksonville area native who
has fished the St. Johns River
his entire life. His passion for
fish led him to study coastal
biology at the University of
North Florida. He bas since
participated in multiple fishery studies in
Northeast Florida, continues to implement
fish habitat and water quality improvement
projects, fishes as much as he can, and has a
monthly podcast called North Florida Fish-
ing and Outdoors where the fishing conver-

Jimmy Tomazinis

sation continues. Jimmy can be reached by
email to mail@floridanewsline.com.
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No plant says "holidays"
quite like the poinsettia.
With its bright, cheer-
ful colors and festive
flair, it's no wonder this
beautiful plant has be-
come a seasonal favorite
in homes, churches and
offices alike. But behind

its brilliant bracts lies a

fascinating story - and a
few helpful care tips to
keep yours glowing all
season long.

The poinsettia (Euphorbia pulcher-
rima) has deep roots in Mexican
tradition, where it was cherished for
centuries before making its way to

the United States in 1828. We have
Joel Roberts Poinsett, the first U.S.
ambassador to Mexico, to thank for
introducing this iconic plant to Amer-
ican holiday decor.

Think those vibrant red "petals" are
flowers? Not quite! The colorful part
of the poinsettia is actually its bracts -
modified leaves designed by nature to
attract pollinators to the plant's tiny
yellow flowers nestled at the center.
These bracts are what give poinsettias

Ponte Vedra
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Connie Doyle, Master Gardener

The Good Earth: Poinsettias are the
holiday star of the season

By Connie Doyle, Master Gardener UF/IFAS

their signature look, from
classic crimson to creamy
white and even soft pink or

bold purple hues.

To help your poinsettia
thrive, place it in bright,
indirect light and keep it
comfortably warm - ideally
between 60 and 70 degrees
Fahrenheit. Water only
when the top inch of soil
feels dry, and be sure the
pot drains well.

UF | IFAS

Whether you're decorating your man-
tel, gifting a plant to a friend, or sim-
ply bringing a bit of cheer indoors,
the poinsettia continues to symbolize
the warmth, hope, and beauty of the
holiday season.

Happy holidays everyone! Thank
you for allowing me to share my love
of plants and nature with you every
month. I look forward to our adven-
tures next year.

Connie Doyle writes The Good Earth, a
gardening column inspired by a life-
long passion for plants, nature, and the
peaceful rhythm of the garden. With

more time in retirement, she has been

of our readers!

Affordable Rates = Multi Issue Discounts = Complimentary Graphic Design

We make advertising easy ... Call today!

(904) 886-4919

inspired to take that passion to the next

level — learning, growing, and sharing

earning her Master Gardener Certifica-

tion. Connie can be reached by email to

with others in our community by way of ~ mail@floridanewsline.com.
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UPSCALE SHOPPING,
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UNLOCK YOUR FALL & WINTER STYLE
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VISIT THIS PONTE VEDRA BEACH GEM  WWW.SAWGRASSVILLAGEPVB.COM
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Live Exceptionally!
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Vicar's Landing at Sawgrass

Discover a double dose of luxury retirement living at our two premiere
neighborhoods in beautiful Ponte Viedra Beach.

Come home to our elegant residences, matchless amenities, and warm
community. From gourmet dining, fitness centers, culture, and continuing
education to on-site care for every stage of aging, Vicar’s Landing will
enrich your mind, body, and soul.

Reach out today, and let us show you just how golden these
years can be.

g-r.:. Life Choice Community ™ 904.28506000 I VicarSLanding.com




