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Photo courtesy Donna Huntsman
Emma Huntsman with one of the GTM litter
stations.

Creekside junior
earns Girl Scout
Gold Award for
environmental
advocacy

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Emma Huntsman, a junior at
Creekside High School, was re-
cently honored among the dis-
tinguished recipients of the Girl
Scout Gold Award by Girl Scouts
of Gateway Council at a special
recognition event in Tallahassee
on April 6. Huntsman partnered
with Guana Tolomato Matanzas
(GTM) Estuarine Research Re-
serve to contribute more than 300
volunteer hours toward her proj-
ect, which aims to raise awareness
about the critical role estuaries
play in maintaining a healthy
ecosystem.

Girl Scout cont. on pg.7
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Field of Dreams groundbreaking
celebrates upcoming expansion

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Field of Dreams Baseball, St. Johns
County’s disability-friendly baseball
field located at Aberdeen Park, hosted a
groundbreaking ceremony on May 3 to
celebrate a major expansion. The proj-
ect’s $1,513,800 construction contract
was approved by the St. Johns County
Board of County Commissioners at its
regular meeting on April 15.

The baseball field will have its existing
parking lot expanded, and a new con-
cession building with ADA-accessible
restrooms will be added.

District 4 Commissioner and Board

of County Commissioners Chair

Krista Joseph, District 1 Commissioner
Christian Whitehurst, District 2 Com-
missioner Sarah Arnold, and District 3
Commissioner Clay Murphy attended
the ceremony, along with Sheriff Robert
Hardwick and various St. Johns County
administrators and staff. The ceremony
was held on the field in between games,
with players and their families present,
ending in a series of first pitches be-
tween the commissioners and players.

“The new ADA amenities will really
help enhance the Field of Dreams into
a premier destination for families and

N
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Photos courtesy St. Johns County

Dignitaries break ground on the new expansion of Field of Dreams on May 3.

players who already travel from through-
out Northeast Florida to our commu-
nity for this opportunity, to play on this
kind of a field,” Joseph said. “Beyond

the bats and balls, the hits and the hugs,
the field represents hope for the players.”

The baseball field is home to the Field
of Dreams (FOD) Baseball League, a
sustainable voluntary organization that

provides a safe, ADA-certified facility

perANSION

pREAMS BAS

of all ages with
mental or physi-
cal disabilities
can play baseball
for free and be
an active part
of a thriving
athletic associa-
tion. The FOD
Baseball League
gives disabled
children the
opportunity to
play baseball in

where children
EHALL

Field of Dreams co-founder and volunteer George Vancore with rénderings of the proposed

an organized

expansion.  league, wear a

St. Johns County School
Directory

all St. Johns County Schools
Call today!
(904) 886-4919

uniform, have their names announced,
participate in the singing of the Na-
tional Anthem before each game, and be
a player on an athletic team. Aberdeen
Park also offers an all-inclusive, ADA-

accessible playground.

“When we started this league in 2011, I
never envisioned what we would build
here,” Field of Dreams co-founder
George Vancore said. “The commission-
ers have really stepped up and realized
what we have built out here and what
we’re going to sustain over time.”

Vancore attributed the success and
popularity of Field of Dreams Baseball
to a strong partnership with the county
as well as the many Field of Dreams vol-
unteers who work tirelessly performing
administrative duties, serving as umpires
and buddies on game day, and working
in the concession stand.

“This is a very special place, but it
doesn’t happen by magic,” Vancore said.
“God bless these children — that’s why

we’re here.
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School district launches “BusPlanner”
for student bus information

St. Johns County School District has
introduced BusPlanner, a new online
transportation portal designed to give
parents easy access to their students’ bus
information. Beginning with the 2025

— 2026 school year, all student pick-up
and drop-off times and locations will be
provided exclusively through BusPlanner
and will no longer be available on Home
Access Center (HAC). Parents can access
BusPlanner through its web portal at
https://sjcsd.mybusplanner.com or by
downloading the companion mobile
app, Chipmunk, available for Android
and Apple devices.

BusPlanner will also enhance commu-
nication by providing timely updates
about bus delays and other important
transportation-related notifications. In
addition, parents can use the system to
send messages directly to the St. Johns
County School District Transportation
Department.

To get started, families should create

an account on the BusPlanner website
(hteps://sjcsd.mybusplanner.com/) or on
the Chipmunk app using the same email

address associated with their Home Ac-
cess Center (HAC) account. The school
district encourages all families with bus
riders to register early and stay informed
ahead of the upcoming school year.

Clerk’s Office launches “Salute to
Service" program to honor local
veterans

The St. Johns County Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court and County Comptroller’s
Office has launched a new initiative to
recognize and honor the brave men and
women who have served in the United
States Armed Forces.

After recording their DD-214 discharge
document into St. Johns County’s Of-
ficial Records, veterans will be issued a
free, official ID card that serves as veri-
fication. The Salute to Service program
also connects veterans with discounts
and special offers from participating res-
taurants, retail shops, service providers,
and local attractions as a tangible “thank
you” from the community.

To receive a Salute to Service ID card,
veterans must record their DD-214 with
the Clerk’s Office. The process is free

and offered year-round. Once recorded,

“I only want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 * (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road - St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

veterans will have their photo taken and
their personalized ID card will be issued
within seven business days.

Veterans can visit the Richard O.
Watson Judicial Center at 4010 Lewis
Speedway in St. Augustine Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. with
no appointment needed. The main
office and two Annex locations accept
appointments during regular business
hours; the Julington Creek Annex is
located at 725 Flora Branch Blvd and
is open Monday through Friday from

9 a.m. — 4 p.m. while the Ponte Vedra
Beach Annex is located at 151 Sawgrass
Corners Drive and is open Mondays and
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. Visit
stjohnsclerk.com to make an appoint-
ment online or for more information.

Elder abuse workshop scheduled

Older adults and caregivers are encour-
aged to register for an upcoming webi-
nar hosted by ElderSource and focused
on elder abuse and fraud prevention.
“Empower and Protect: Elder Abuse and
Fraud Prevention” will be held virtually
on Zoom on Wednesday, June 11 from
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

In observance of World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day, ElderSource is partner-
ing with the 10 other Area Agencies on
Aging from across the state of Florida to
host this free webinar. The speakers will
share their expertise on:

* The Florida Abuse Hotline
* What elder abuse is, and how to report
it
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* How to spot and prevent Medicare
fraud

* How scammers try to steal Medicare
numbers

* The top scams to look out for in 2025

Attendees must register for the event
to join; visit bit.ly/FLWEAAD2025 to

register.

Public awareness campaign reduces
park vandalism repair costs

The St. Johns County Parks and Recre-
ation Department recently celebrated
the success of its “Enjoy, Don’t Destroy”
anti-vandalism campaign, which has
saved the county tens of thousands of
dollars in vandalism-related expenses.

From April 2024 to March 2025, fol-
lowing the launch of the Enjoy, Don’t
Destroy campaign in March 2024, St.
Johns County spent $18,093 on park
vandalism repairs, an approximately
60 percent reduction in costs from the
previous year.

Use the SJC Connect app to report
vandalism and use the non-emergency
number for the St. Johns County
Sheriffs Office — (904) 824-8304 —
to report people caught in the act of
vandalism.

“Oliver!" to be staged in July

River City Theatre will produce Lionel
Bart’s “Oliver!” in July 2025. This be-
loved Tony and Olivier Award-winning
musical is based on the Charles Dickens’
novel, “Oliver Twist.” The story fol-
lows a young orphan boy, Oliver, who
escapes to London and finds acceptance
amongst a group of petty thieves and
pickpockets led by the elderly Fagin.
When Oliver is captured for a theft

that he did not commit, the benevolent
victim, Mr. Brownlow, takes him in.
Fearing the safety of his hideout, Fagin
employs the sinister Bill Sikes and the
sympathetic Nancy to kidnap him back,
threatening Oliver’s chances of discover-
ing the true love of a family.

Tickets are now on sale for perfor-
mances July 17 — July 20 at 7 p.m. and
July 24 — July 27 at 7 p.m. Performances
will be held at The Episcopal Church of
the Good Shepherd, Betsy Lovett Hall,
in Riverside. Visit www.rivercitytheatre.
com to purchase tickets or make a dona-
tion in support of River City Theatre.

S5.00 off

any purchase of $25 or more

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH, UBER EATS, AND GRUB HUB!

Seniors Happy Hour Mon - Fri - 4pm - 6pm

15% discount for seniors age 60 & over. Dine-in only

View our full menu and order online!

www.Williedewells.com ¢ (904) 342-3373

105 Murabella Parkway, St. Augustine FL 32092
(next to the Publix at the corner of SR-16 and Pacetti Road.)

f Like us at facebook.com/williejewellsworldgolf fo_r__ir_\_fgr'fr_'i'étion on.promotions-and.other events!
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Breed:
Cocker Spaniel
Favorite Activity:
“Talking” to the geese who come to
our backyard fence.
Favorite Treat:
Carrots!
Favorite Friend:
Ellie (our 15 year old cat — seriously
they are best friends).

How your BFF got their name:
Dad picked her name and we took a
family vote because she was our first
dog. (Now we have three!)

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet"

before the 10th of the month. Also te

~\

Best Furry Friend
of the month

s picture and the answer to the five questions above
Il us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!

Email editor@florida

newsline.com to enter your pet.

When you advertise, you encourage
repeat business, create traffic, and
attract new customers!

Don’t miss our July issue.

Deadline June 25, 2025

Call today
to reserve your spacel!
(904) 886-4919

Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@floridanewsline.com
Last month's Mystery Photo was one of the entrances to RiverTown.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

AFFORDABLE WATER
CONDITIONING= SOFTENING: FURIFICATION]
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Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system
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License #W-32

] 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com
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Congratulations from
your friends at
The CreekLine!

Vil of Conttns~

4 What's Happening in St. Johns
5 Q&A with Christian Whitehurst
6 Q&A with Sheriff Rob Hardwick
8 St.Johns Business Monthly

10 Jimmy's Fishing Report

12 Travel
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QU Bels Unimitec

Nature Shop

20% OFF |

' One Regularly ,
Priced Item

|

1 1
I valid in-store the participating !
| stores listed. Coupon not 1
| valid for Seed/Bird Food, Camera |
| Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards, 1

DSC Memberships, or Sale Items.

! Cannot be combined with !
1 other coupons/discounts. |
\ Offer expires 6/30/25. ]
« ONECOUPON PER CUSTOMER ,
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St Johns Jax Beach World Golf Village
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd 4138 Third Street South 180 Capulet Drive #5
(Next to Publix) (Between Trader Joes & Staples) (At Murabella)
904.230.3242 904.246.6832 904.209.5754
whu.com/jacksonville whbu.com/jacksonvillebeach whbu.com/staugustine
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activities for
seniors on Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings
at 6795 Collier Road in Orangedale. Cards, crafts and
games start each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/
exercise, Bunco and Bingo among the additional
activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day. Contact
Program Coordinator Gail Godzich at (904) 209-3658
or ggodzich@stjohnscoa.com for more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy knit-
ting, crocheting and looming (with all items donated
to charity) meets every Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 12
p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race
Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group'’s Facebook
page (Playing HOOKie) or email playinghookie2022@
gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the game of
“Hand, Knee, and Foot" on Wednesdays. If you are

interested in joining, call (904) 230-6962 and leave
a message.

3rd: Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet on Tuesday,
June 3 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian
Church on the Loretto Road Campus in the Kids Space
at 2501 Loretto Road. The program will be understanding
the colors in your fabric stash. New members/guests
welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for more information.
8th' A Course in Miracles Study Group meets
on Sundays from 9 a.m. -10 a.m. at Unity
Church for Creative Living, 2777 Race Track Road. This
is a unique spiritual self-study program designed to

awaken attendees to the truth of oneness with God.
Cost: Donation. Call (904) 287-1505 or email UCCLof-

~

9th. The Northwest St. Johns County United

for Progress Club will meet at 6:30 p.m. on
June 9. Kayla Hull, director of Children and Youth at
River of Life Methodist Church will speak on “When
Pride Is Polarizing." Email nwsjcp@gmail.com for
more information.

] ] th *Widow to Widow, support group for wid-

ows by widows is held at Council on Aging
(COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augustine
on Wednesdays from 11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. Call (904)
209-3655 (Monday - Thursday) or email tharris@
coasjc.org for more information.

I Zth *Open Game Play at Council on Aging
(COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in St.

Augustine. Bring your deck of cards or board game
(there are also games available at River House) and
socialize over a friendly game of your choosing on
Thursdays from 12:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. Call (904) 209-
3655 (Monday - Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.
org for more information.

] 4th *The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club meets
the second Saturday of each month (this
month, June 14) from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m, at the Bartram
Trail Branch Library. The June topic is “Managing
duplicate people and facts on Ancestry, in FTM
and Roots Magic." New and experienced genealogy
members are welcomed. Email ginglish@comcast.
net for more information. Visit www.facebook.com/
groups/BTGenClubGroup to send a request to join
the club.

iniSt¥lohns

Farmhouse in Alpine Groves Park, 2060 State Road 13.

Docents will conduct tours of the historic farmhouse

from 12 p.m. until 2 p.m. The tours are free, and every-
one is invited. Email friendsofalpinepark@gmail.com

for more information.

] 6th:The All Star Quilters Guild will meet at

9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to the 10 a.m.

meeting on Monday, June 16 at First Christian Church,
11924 San Jose Blvd. Come help solve the “Mystery”
as presented by Sharon Tomore, Linda McClelland,
and a few extras. “Show and Tell" is always a feature.
Guests are welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for
more information.

] 7th *Happy Hookers crochet group will meet
at the Bartram Trail Branch Library on June

17 from 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. The group crochets or
knits blankets for cancer patients at area hospitals.
All skill levels are welcome. Visit www.sjcpls.org or
call (904) 827-6960.

] 8th:Free Tech Help with David will be held on
Wednesday, June 18 from 10:30 a.m. - 12
p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. Drop in for
tech assistance with Android, Apple, and reader
devices; no RSVPs required. Bring your device fully
charged and know your passwords. Visit sjcpls.org/
branches/bartram-trail-branch/ for more information.

] gth *William Bartram Scenic Highway Group
will meet on Thursday, June 19 beginning

at 6:30 p.m. at Westminster Woods, Gathering Place
Room. Join the discussion to keep NW St. Johns
County Scenic and Historic and preserve the State

available; contact alabbat@comcast.net or call (904)
699-8475.

23 rd * Container Gardening and New

Beginnings, presented by St. John
County Master Gardener Karen Doyle, will be
held at COA's River House, 179 Marine St., on June
23 from 9:15 a.m. - 11:15 a.m. Learn successful
plant choices and design ideas for planting in
pots. Attendees will have the opportunity to do
their own hands-on container of cuttings to take
home. If you want to make your own container
garden, bring a small container, soil and plants.
Pre-registration required at coasjc.coursestorm.
com or call (904) 209-3655 (Monday to Thursday
9am. -4pm.)

2 8th *Dress a Girl Around the World at

the Bartram Trail Branch Library will
be held on Saturday, June 28 at 10 a.m. Learn to
make dresses and shorts for girls around the
world. You can pick up a kit to create at home, or
turn in dresses you created to the Bartram Trail
Branch. We also accept fabric and notion dona-
tions. Call the library at (904) 827-6960 for more
information.

29th:The Heart of a Course in Miracles

Workshop, will be held from 12:30
p.m. - 2 p.m. at Unity Church for Creative Living,
2777 Race Track Road. Cost: Early Bird, $30; after
June 22, $40. Call (904) 287-1505 or email UCCLof-

] 4th *Friends of Alpine Park group will meet

fice2777@ gmail.com for more information. on June 14 at 11 a.m. at the Harris-Bennett Road 13 Scenic Highway. Virtual meeting access is fice2777@ gmail.com for more information.

K
HarborChase

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

Mandarin

i
Church for Creative
Living in 5t. Johns

Sunday Service 10:30 AM

Unity Church for Creative Living
2777 Race Track Road, St Johns, FL 32259

4 S

JOIN US FOR A

Taste & Tour

You and a guest are invited for a complimentary
Taste & Tour of HarborChase — an exquisite lunch
by our Executive Chef and a personalized tour of our
beautiful senior living community.

Unity offers a positive,
practical, progressive
approach to Christianity
based on the teachings of
Jesus and on the power of
prayer. Join us as we travel
the journey of spiritual
unfoldment together
Sundays at 10:30 AM.

Phone: 904.287.1505
www.UnitylnJax.com

EXPERIANCE
HARBORCHASE

‘b

Schedule Today!
(904) 584-9817

Reverend Yvonne McAndrew

Reservations required.
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Q: What are your thoughts on the
recently concluded search for a
new superintendent?

A: T was very pleased with the
process from start to finish. I was
pleased with the number of appli-
cants we received as well as the qual-
ity of the applicants. All four of our
finalists were stellar and any one of
them could have done the job. The
conundrum and wisdom piece for us
board members was finding the one
person who could do the best job for
St. Johns County.

Q: Can you take us through the
process?

A: Tuesday, May 13 was a grueling
day because it was the day of pub-
lic interviews for the four finalists.
Board members asked the same
questions of each candidate to be
fair. After this hours-long process
wrapped up, we hosted an evening
meet and greet for the finalists and
any member of the public who
wanted to attend. I'd say we had
around 150 people in attendance,
including school and district staff,
teachers, principals and parents.

Q: What happened at the Meet and
Greet?

A: Each finalist was allowed five
minutes to introduce themselves
without the other finalists in the
room. Then, they each went to one
of the four corners of the room to
answer questions from attendees.
They each drew a crowd. We board
members watched the interactions
and had the opportunity to see how
comfortable each was when talking
to the attendees. I was also able to
chat with some people in the room
and gleaned input. One fun thing
was that Ketterlinus Elementary sent

with St. Johns County School Board
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

their student news crew to interview
the finalists. Also, a guitar trio from
St. Augustine High School enter-
tained us.

Q: What was the final part of the

interview process?

A: On the next day, Wednesday,
each board member interviewed each
applicant individually for an hour.
Board members were free to handle
their interviews as they saw fit. |
started each of mine asking for the
finalist to tell me about themselves
personally. I was trying for a more
relaxed and conversational tone.
Finally, we had one last opportunity
to read the public comments from
after the public interviews before the
May 20 meeting where we selected
the new superintendent.

Q: What was the procedure of the

selection meeting on May 20?2

A: We did have a specific process to
follow. First, the entire selection pro-
cess was reviewed. Then the board
entered into rounds of discussion
and voting. In the first round, each
board member was given five min-
utes to give their thoughts on the
candidates. Then, beginning with
the second round, more discussion
ensued before a motion was made
to select Dr. Brennan Asplen as the
new superintendent. I'm delighted
to announce that he received the

unanimous vote of the board.

Q: How can our readers contact
you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me
at (904) 547-7510.

9
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Q: We've seen an increase in the

number of people asking for money
at NW St. Johns County intersec-
tions. What can the Board of County

Commissioners do about this?

A: We have already done something
about it. In 2023, we passed an ordi-
nance that would prohibit anyone from
standing in the county right-of-way.
The reason we drafted it as a pedestrian
safety and right-of-way ordinance is we
know that we can’t infringe on any-
one’s First Amendment rights. Right
now there is a court case against our
county and multiple other counties in
Florida, and SJSO cannot enforce our
ordinance until we see the outcome of
the case.

Q: What does the lawsuit allege
and when is the case expected to be

decided?

A: Their position is that our ordinance
does infringe on First Amendment
rights and I disagree. Our ordinance

is a pedestrian safety ordinance. It’s
unknown at this point when the case
will be decided, but for those interested
in tracking its progress, here are the
specifics: the lawsuit is Joseph LaValley
et al vs. St. Johns County, case num-
ber 3:24-cv-01055 in the US Middle
District of Florida Federal Court. I'm
hoping that common sense prevails in
the court’s decision.

Q: Can you comment on the recent
ebike accidents, including what the
Board of County Commissioners can
do to help prevent accidents?

A: First and foremost, it’s very sad
that two children in our community
have been injured on ebikes in the last
month. As a policy maker, I'm always
looking for ways to improve safety,
both on sidewalks and on streets.
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with St. Johns County Commissioner
Christian Whitehurst, District 1

This situation is a bit complex. We
have existing helmet laws that require
anyone under the age of 16 to wear a
helmet when operating a bicycle or an
ebike. That law is not always being fol-
lowed or enforced by parents or SJSO.
Another law already in place prohibits
the ownership of an ebike capable of
speeds higher than 28 mph. That law is
not always being followed or enforced

by parents or SJSO.

So, T ask myself; is it smart to make
another law that is not followed or
enforced? I want to be clear that as to
enforcement, SJSO is spread very thin
with limited manpower. They are busy
enforcing trafhic laws in our commu-
nity. We as residents must ask ourselves
if SJSO would even be capable of en-
forcing another new law passed by the
Board of County Commissioners?

I would like people to reach out and
email me with their thoughts on this
topic.

Q: As a follow up to last month’s
column about the development of
the land at the corner of State Road
13 and Otoes Place ... what is being
built there?

A: Our Growth Management depart-
ment has told me throughout this
process that the developer is building a
one-story office park, not a gas station
or car wash (which the property would
not be zoned for anyway.)

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at bcclc-
whitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904)
584-5348.

PARISH BINGO
Bingo Night at St Joseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50’S
& DOOR PRIZES

PLENTY OF LIGHTED
PARKING AND SECURITY
ON THE PREMISES. GREAT
FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS.

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM

GAMES START AT 7:00PM

Cody Center - Tally Room
4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223

N
NO CHILDREN ALLOWED
PER STATE LAWS.
849.0931(10)(A)

GAME DATES:
June 14 | July 12 | Aug 16

For more information,
contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904.742.8777
or vaterlizzi@gmail.com

\ =

Funeral « Crematory « Memorial Park

CRAIG

Fursnns Hose - Carasees - Soees Fuas

|Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.|

WWW.CRAIGFUNERALHOME.COM ¢ (904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

* NemelzDental Associates

ALTY SEMILL CANN FON TH) FETHIR FaNILY

i P, B ¥ [T deriad S = Py - Poaruromyiny

B

Yc;ur New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q Adult Dentistry:

(904) 886-4867

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.

Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer

?in'r Pediatric Dentistry

’ﬁ‘ Family Dentistry

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

& www.nemetzdental.com
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Guest Column

Busy real estate season is here

By St. Johns County Property Appraiser Eddie Creamer

The busy season for real estate has
arrived. If you're looking to purchase

a home, here are important items to
keep in mind during the home-buying
process.

First, be aware that the previous owner’s
property taxes will not be the same as
your property taxes. Once ownership
of a property changes, then all caps and
exemptions are removed for the follow-
ing tax year, and the property’s assessed
value is reset. To accurately determine
what your property taxes will be on a

particular property, visit the tax estima-
tor available on our website at www.
sjcpa.gov. Once on the website, find the
property on the map. Under the report
of the property, click the tax estimator
button. It will bring you to our tax esti-
mator, and the tax district and millage
rate will prepopulate for that property.
When filling out the tax estimator fields,
always use the property’s sale price in
the Just (Market) Value field for the
most accurate calculation. Our online
tax estimator also shows CDD fees, if
applicable, and solid waste fees.

Next, if you're selling your home before

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
TO CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
el

» Housekeeping
e 24-hour security

e And more!

Vo) & .
X2 Westminster
Woods

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

« Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
« Fishing and boat docks

 Heated, outdoor swimming pool

« A wide range of important aging services

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL

purchasing your new home, check your
Portability/Save Our Homes total. If
you feel this total should be different,
contact us, and we will make every ef-
fort to work with you. It is important
to contact us before your home is sold
because we are unable to make updates
to a previously owned property. You can
find your Portability/Save Our Homes
total by either looking at your TRIM
notice found on your property record
on our website or by contacting our

office.

Finally, once you've purchased your
home, don’t forget to file for home-

stead exemption, Portability/Save

Our Homes, and any other qualifying
exemptions. The deadline to file for per-
sonal exemptions is March 1 of the tax
year. Property owners can conveniently
file for exemptions through our website
or by visiting our office. Once you're
approved for a homestead exemption,
you do not need to reapply each year
unless there has been a change in marital

status.

I’'m available to answer questions or pro-
vide additional information at Eddie@
sjcpa.gov or (904) 827-5500.

9
YR

Q: Can you comment on the recent
ebike accidents?

A: Ebike rules and regulations as set
forth in the Florida state statutes are not
crystal clear, because they currently fall
under the statutes that cover bicycles as
to where one can ride and requirement
for use of a helmet under the age of 16.
These statutes predate ebikes and their
popularity. If we create an ordinance
here in St. Johns County and it’s passed
by the board of county commissioners,
there still is the issue that not one size
fits all. What's happening in the north-
west part of the county is not the same
as what we are seeing in the southern
part of the county for instance.

Q: What is SJSO doing at this time to
try to prevent ebike accidents?

A: First, we are in the midst of an edu-
cational campaign that we are sending
out via the schools before summer break
as a way to reach 52,000 students di-
rectly. Secondly, we are waiting to see if

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

a potential state ordinance receives Gov.
DeSantis” signature as well as if our local
board of county commissioners pass an
ordinance for us to enforce.

Even with all of this, I believe some of
the responsibility for safety of young
ebike riders is up to the parents. Educa-
tion should be done at home in addi-
tion to what we are doing. We want

to have a partnership with parents and
guardians so that they are holding their
children accountable and they are the
first enforcement rather than us.

We really don’t want the first interaction
of law enforcement with a child to be us
giving them a ticket.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also,
our website, www.sjso.org has a wealth
of resources, from alarm registration to
Crime Stoppers to our Neighbors app.

Girls on the Run celebrates
successful season

Photo courtesy Anne Soracco

The Girls on the Run teams at Julington Creek Elementary School have just completed the spring season by participat-
ing in the Girls on the Run of Northeast Florida End of Season Celebration 5K on Sunday, April 27 at the University of
North Florida. This event brings together families, friends, and community members in honoring the girls’ growth and
achievements. More than 75 teams from multiple surrounding counties participated in the 5K alongside the Julington
Creek teams. Girls on the Run is designed to inspire girls of all abilities to recognize and embrace their inner strengths
and make meaningful connections with others. The girls also developed and led a Community Impact Project, through
which they were able to collect more than 300 boxes of cereal for local families in need. Along with collecting boxes
from participating families at Julington Creek Elementary School, the Walmart Neighborhood Market in Fruit Cove

donated $250 worth of cereal.



STe

Business

JOHNS

The Creelgszune 2025 | Page 7

Monthly

How to pass along a tradition of giving to your children

By Chris Thompson, CFP °, CRPC ©, CMFA ©

As an advisor, I often receive questions
from my clients who want to help pass
along a tradition of giving. If you're
looking to impart financial values to
your children, here are some ideas on
how you can open their eyes to the

gift of giving.

Talk about why you give. Help your
child understand the importance of
giving to others in need. Talk early
and often about why sharing your
knowledge, abilities, possessions or
wealth matters to you. Instilling a
culture of giving in your family is a
process, not a one-time event. Re-
member to embrace the joy of giving,
doing your best not to make giving
back feel like a homework assignment
or chore.

Find causes your child cares about.
Your child is more likely to develop a

habit of giving back when he or she

is passionate about the cause. Start

by brainstorming the possibilities of
who your child can help, such as their
classmates, animals, the environment
or individuals experiencing hunger —
and encourage them to think about
ways they can be of assistance. Do
they love to bake or meet new people?
Do they enjoy music or caring for
animals? Next, help your child choose
one or two charities whose missions
reflect their interests. Involve older
children in the search and vetting
process, teaching them how to have
confidence that a charity is doing its
best to help the cause.

Give and volunteer together. When
your children see you volunteering
your time, talent and treasure, they
see your values at work. Find ways
to involve your children in your own
giving. During the holiday season,

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise 3

Financial

| Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFP ? CMFA ? CRPC®
Financial Advisor
Managing Director

| 904.380.2290

& 4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Edward Jones

Dreaming up the
ideal retirement
is your job.
Helping you get
thereis ours.

We're excited to hear
from you.

£l

IRT-1848]-/

Mitch Wright
Heather Wright
Financial Advisors
605 Sr13n, Ste 101
Fruit Cove, FL 32259
904-230-3385

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

consider volunteering or purchasing
gifts for another family together. Your
children will learn first-hand how
rewarding giving to others can feel,
and you'll have the bonus of creating
family memories to cherish, too.

Encourage disciplined saving. Kids
need to learn how to manage their
own money in order to become
responsible givers as they grow older.
When your children get an allowance,
or otherwise receive money, they can
practice making responsible choices.
Introduce the idea of “save, share and
spend” — setting aside a portion of
their money for the future, a portion
to help others and a portion for fun
spending.

Create a family foundation. Consider
establishing a foundation to fund
causes you care about. Formalizing
your giving in this way can create on-
going opportunities for you and your

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner

844-954-8700

£

CA Insurance License #0E93910

andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

Andrew Laino is a financial Planner with, and offers securities and investment advisory services through
LPL Enterprise (LPLE), a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC, and an affiliate of LPL
Financial. Financial professmnals are licensed insurance agents of Prudential. These financial professionals are
permitted to brand under “Prudential”. LPLE and LPL Financial are not affiliated with Prudential.

children to make a lasting impact on

the community. Talk to your financial
advisor for advice regarding establish-
ing a foundation and leaving a legacy

of service to the next generation.

Chris Thompson, CFP °, CMFA °,
CRPC °is a Private Wealth Advisor
and Managing Director with Ameri-
prise Financial Services, LLC in Ponte
Vedra Beach. He specializes in fee-based
financial planning and asset manage-
ment strategies and has been in practice
Jor 31 years. 1o contact him, email
chris.thompson@ampf.com; visit www.

amerirpseadvisors.com/chris.thompson or

call (904) 380-2290.

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. and its af-
[filiates do not offer tax or legal advice.
Consumers should consult with their
tax advisor or attorney regarding their

specific situation.

Prudential Financial Planning

@ Prudential

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

PROPERTY APPRAISER

Fiddie Cranmer £FA

NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION OF TAX ROLL

Pursuant to Sections 193.122 and 197.323, Florida Statutes,
Notice is Hereby Given that the Tax Roll for St. Johns County
was Recertified to the St. Johns County
Tax Collector on the 8th day of May, 2025, for the Collection of 2024 Taxes
to reflect all changes made by the Value Adjustment Board.

EDDIE CREAMER
ST. JOHNS COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER

WWw.sjcpa.gov

(904) 827-5500

Girl Scout cont. from pg.1

Estuaries — coastal areas where
freshwater and saltwater meet — are
the unsung heroes in the fight against
climate change, according to Hunts-
man.

“Estuaries are capable of sequestering
carbon at rates 10 times greater than
a mature tropical rainforest. I was
shocked when I first learned this in
my environmental academy,” she said.

Understanding their ecological impor-
tance, Huntsman took a multifaceted

approach to conservation and educa-
tion with her Gold Award project. As
part of her project, Huntsman built
three litter stations using Computer-
Aided Design (CAD) and 3D print-
ing. She installed each litter station at
GTM’s different beach access parking
lots, making it easier for visitors to
keep the environment clean while en-

joying both the estuary and the beach.

Each station features a 3D-printed
QR code that links directly to the
GTM’s website, providing interactive
educational resources about estuaries

and GTM’s invaluable work.

Huntsman also designed a Girl Scout
patch program, ensuring that future
scouts can learn about estuaries in an
engaging, hands-on way. She collabo-
rated to host educational opportuni-
ties like EstuaryFest, GTM’s annual
environmental event, hosting an in-
formational booth to further educate
the community on the importance
of estuaries. Huntsman also hosted
beach clean ups with classmates and
younger Girl Scouts.

“Being a Girl Scout has taught me so
much about leadership, about stand-

ing up and standing alone,” said
Huntsman. “I really love what I'm
doing and I'm so proud of what I've
done and I'm happy to share it with
the world.”

The Girl Scout Gold Award is the
highest honor in Girl Scouting, rec-
ognizing young leaders who develop
sustainable solutions to pressing
community challenges. Visit https://
estuaryawareness.org/ for more infor-
mation about Huntsman’s project and
how to support estuary conservation
efforts.
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travel - pantry raiders - gardening
fishing - entertainment - puzzles

Letly Lot~

Betty Bennett is a woman
with many talents and a lot
of life experience. A native
Floridian born in Orlando,
she has also lived in Talla-
hassee before moving to St.
Johns. She is a graduate of the
University of Central Florida
(bachelor’s and master’s de-
grees) as well as Florida State
University (doctorate degree
in educational leadership).
Retired from her first accom-
plished career in education,
she is now onto her second
career: canine massage via her busi-
ness Ruff Rubs. She and her husband
Gary have two grown sons, Daniel and
Joseph, and one granddaughter. The
Bennetts have three dogs: Chiweenies
Millie and Abby and Teacup Chihua-
hua Lily.

Q: What led to your decision to be a
teacher?

A: I never thought about being a teach-
er and when I started college at UCE 1
didn’t know what I wanted to do. My
first husband, who was a physical edu-
cation teacher (and sadly passed away
two years after we were married) en-
couraged me to take a teaching course
as an elective just to try it out. I had a
really good instructor and I liked the
courses, so I stuck with it. I earned a
bachelor’s in elementary education and
secondary math and then a master’s

in educational administration. [ was a
math and computers teacher at junior
and senior high schools near Orlando
and even served as a dean at Oakridge

Get to Know . ..

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Betty Bennett
Betty Bennett

High School in Orange County, which

was my alma mater.

Q: How did you meet your second

husband, Gary?

A: I met him at my friend’s bachelor-
ette party at Rosie O’Grady’s in down-
town Orlando. My friend actually cut
his hair for him and so she introduced
us. We met in April, were engaged in
July, and married in December. We've
been married for 36 years.

Q: How did you end up living in St.
Johns?

A: We had moved to Tallahassee for my
husband’s work. He is a sales rep for a
building products wholesaler. In 1997,
his work brought him to Jacksonville
and we moved to St. Johns. I was hired
at the University of North Florida,
where I taught educational leadership
classes and then became director of the
school’s alternative teacher certification
program for the last 10 years before I
retired in 2016.

Q: How did you become interested in
canine massage therapy?

778 State Road 13
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Al Ab

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR FIRST

FREE LESSON

Adults, Teens, and Children - Beginner to Advanced - Private and Group

ASK ABOUT OUR
O WEDDING PACKAGES
& VENUE RENTALS

Private Parties, Weddings, & Special Events
Large space for up to 150 guests

Class Schedules & Online Calendar at

www.AABDance.com

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

A: When I was a child, I
wanted to be a veterinarian
— until I sat in on a surgery
and decided it wasn’t for me.
But I always loved animals
and thought that for my
second career I wanted to do
something with animals. I
did a Google search and con-
sidered making dog treats,
but then I came across the
certification for canine mas-
sage therapy. I commuted

to Sarasota over seven weeks
to become certified and I

started my mobile business,
Ruff Rubs, in 2017.

: What does canine massage

therapy entail?

A: Dogs receive many of the same
benefits from massage therapy that
humans do: it enhances their quality
of life as well as increases circulation
and decreases joint pain. The majority
of my clients are older dogs and many
of their issues are arthritis-related. I go
to their homes for treatment since the
dogs are more comfortable there. Some
dogs have anxiety issues and I am able
to show owners the techniques to use
to calm them during anxious times.

Q: What do you like to do in your
spare time?

A: I like to swim and play with our
dogs. I also like to read. I also still
teach part time online for a university
in Tennessee. I teach in the veterinary
education program and my students
are vets and vet techs who are going on
to teach veterinary medicine at the col-
lege level. I have melded my two loves
— teaching and animals — together.

[Editor’s Note: Visit www.ruffrubs.com
for more information about canine mas-

sage therapy.]

High school
facilities open
to public

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

In an effort to promote community
health and well-being this summer,
the St. Johns County School District
will again open its high school facili-
ties to the public on select Wednesday
evenings throughout the summer.
Outdoor facilities at Allen D. Nease,
Bartram Trail, Beachside, Creekside,
Pedro Menendez, St. Augustine and
Tocoi Creek high schools will be open
from 5 p.m. — 7 p.m. on the following
Wednesdays: June 4, 11, 18, 25 and
July 9, 16, 23.

Access to the tennis courts, track,
and outdoor basketball courts will be
allowed. Access will not be provided
to the gymnasiums, stadium fields,
batting cages, baseball fields, soft-
ball fields, or multi-purpose fields.
The facilities will not be open to any
organized practices, games or sport-
sponsored, fee-based training and pets
are not permitted. All campuses will
be locked at 7 p.m. and all St. Johns
County School Board Policies will

apply.

The CreekLine
is available online!
Visit
WWW.
floridanewsline.

com

(904) 886-4919
www.floridanewsline.com

Local Advertising
for Local Businesses

When it comes

to marketing your
business to local
customers, nobody does
it better than your
community newspaper!

Get started with a Free
Marketing Consultation

The CreeklLine
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Dr. Jessica Proctor

e b BB N 904-268-7552
. DENTISTRY . .
" S www.MandarinSouthDentistry.com
CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN

1. Computer manufacturer 33. Sesame 1. Creative expression 29. Type of plane
5. Noted space station 38. Forbid 2. Fiber from the outer husk 34. Pitching stat
8. Kurt Russell film “Captain”  41. A way to explain of a coconut 35. Pointed end of a pen
11. Automaton 43. Not around 3. City in ancient Syria 36. Pro sports league
13. Everyone has one 45. Evoke or suggest 4. College army 37. Body part
14. Incline from the vertical 47. Ancient kingdom near Dead S 5. More disturbed 39. Inoffensive
15. Fights 49. Dekameter 6. Pays no attention to 40. Yellowish cotton cloth
16. Dunn & Bradstreet (abbr.) 50. Fencing sword 7. Restored 41. Feline
17. Finishes off 55. “Luther” actor Idris 8. Competitions 42. Does not tell the truth
18. Places to store things 56. Affirmative (slang) 9. Lyric poems 44. Set out to attract
20. Dutch painter Gerard __ 57. Afflicted 10. Famed American lawman 45. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
21. Smaller quantity 59. One point north of northeast 12. Expression of disappointment congregation
22. There’s a North, South 60. Born of 14. Scars 46. Abba __, Israeli politician

and Central of these 61. Arabic name 19. Satisfy 47. Repair
25. In an early way 62. Hong Kong food stall: 23. Central European river 48. Genus of flowering plants
30. More spacious pai dong 24. Brass instrument 51. Tributary of the High Rhine
31. Short-term memory 63. Not the start 25. One who gets paid to perform  52. Prejudice
32. One who possesses 64. Post 26. Propel with oars 53. C. European river

27. Long period of time 54. Restrain
28. Woman (French) 58. Father

rc<HXINUVAH>PZ20CTTOIW-=
OTITO=IMINCLVLXXIONZ>=260rMoO
ON—HOOZ>IMETOOWUIOTXR=ZC
- mHcCcmMcCcuV=E=EwWXoUIHCHOWr<m
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DIPS AND FLIPS WORD @ARCH

rronzZ2Z20W00HHDOFrMM2O0XT

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

AIRTIME
ANGLED
ASCEND
BANKING
BARREL ROLL
BOOMERANG
BRAKES
CAMELBACK

COASTER A.
COBRA ROLL
CORKSCREW

CURVES
DIVE
DROP B.
ELEVATED
FLOORLESS
GRAB BARS
INVERSION
LAUNCH C.
LOOPS

STANDUP
TURNAROUND

TWISTER

WOODEN D.

MrUOHOTM<ICWX<r—-AXrIrc
EHAPXO0OUTS<=ENUZZ2INAXIr=XmMC
POXES<rOoOE<nNI>POO>PIOONI
AoTMUVOAVTAIMAVLHEA4O0N0ITCWVD>

Solve the code to discover words related to roller coasters.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint:1=E)

18 24 1 1 22
Clue: Velocity

2 1 14 25 2 26
Clue: How tall

26 6 11 3 23 18
Clue: Rails

11 4 9 18 1 4 1 5 26

Clue: Diversion

Community Marketplace
Call (904) 886-4919 for
advertising rates

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Paul Oklevitch ==

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST : -j
Over 35 Years Exp. L“"' ;.'"
FL-5456A

o Tree Preservation © Plant Health Care o Insect & Disease Treatments

(904) 268-1017

www.shipstree.com
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ol The Tankless Bros

R

TANKLESS WATER HEATER FLUSHES
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Swevnertanklesshros.com
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American Eagle

awn Care

QUALITY SERVICES
LICENSED & INSURED

No CONTRACTS
FREE ESTIMATES

(904) 502-0891

aAn
ONCRETE

Driveways <Walkways floridaconcreteworks.com
. . Free Quote Today!
Pav_ers co_ncrete Remova_ll Catering to the needs of
+Patios +Driveway Extension the homeowner since 2002

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed pursuant to the Fictitious Name
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes,
will register with the Division of Cor-
porations, Department of State, State of
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the
fictitious name:

JDPV, LLC

Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in
business at address that the (party) (par-
ties) interested in said business enterprise
is as follows:

Jason Dean
Pole Vault Safety Certification Board

1271 Shefhield Rd.
St. Johns, FL 32259

& EXTERIOR CLEANING 4 ROOF CLEANING
& EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION 4 POOL ENCLOSURES
& HOT WASH & SOFT WASH 4 DOCKS & WALKWAY

--"_- l F',';:',‘-'"'-’ CALL US ToDAY: 904-622-3000

www.powwashjax.com

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919
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Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

I'OLD GUITARS WANT-
ED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's
to 1980’s. TOP DOL-
LAR PAID. CALL TOLL
FREE 1-866-433-8277

SunSetter. America's
number one awning!
Instant shade at
the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your
deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited
warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-855-914-1148

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May
Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and
mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
877-305-1535

Inflation is at 40 year

highs. Interest rates
are way up. Credit
cards. Medical bills.
Car loans. Do you
have $10k or more in
debt? Call National
Debt Relief and find
out how to pay off
your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what
you owe! Free quote:
Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for
cash as is! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three
step process: Call,
get cash offer & get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-844-877-5833

Don't let the stairs
limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal
solution for anyone
who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned
about a fall or wants
to regain access to
their entire home,
Call AmeriGlide to-
day! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins
take less than
60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your
family, your home,
your assets now

Job Finder June:

Become a CNA at River Garden! State license required. Provide compas-
sionate resident care while enjoying an excellent work environment,
industry-leading benefits and growth opportunities. Apply today! Visit
In-person or online at wwwi.rivergarden.org/careers/

for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as
one day. For a limited
time, waving all in-
stallation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply.
Subject to change
and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 6/30/25.
1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert system.
Whether you're home
or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

Replace your roof w/
the best looking &
longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors
available. Guaran-

teed to last a life-
time! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off in-
stall + Additional 10%
off install (military,
health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular
- same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as
the largest carriers.
No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees
free activation. All
plans feature unlim-
ited talk & text, start-
ing at just $20/mo.
Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most local
MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo
for 12 mos Stream on
20 devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call

IVS 1-866-859-0405

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-block-
ing gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Dental insurance
from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for
400+ procedures.
Real dental insurance
- not just a discount
plan. Get your free
Information Kit with
details! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Become a published
author. We want to
read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing
trusted since 1920.
Consultation, pro-

E AN
“ERIEHOME.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

Trust the Nation'’s #1Roofing Contractg
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Servi

LIMITED TIME OFFER

Installation Call1.833.370.1234

| S EREEESTIMATE B
. SO%OFF HI SCHEDULETODAY!

eriehome.com/erielicenses/

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required.
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you
consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, emaiil, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and
service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at
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— Call today and receive a o,

.— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE -
PLUS $1600 OFF

| SAFErt(\W'STEI?

WALK-INTuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

duction, promotion
& distribution. Call
for free author's
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a free 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a

free quote. It's not
just a generator.
It's a power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need
a local expert pro-
vider that proudly
stands behind their
work. Fast, free
estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call
1-888-878-9091 Have
zip code of property

ready when calling!

Water damage
cleanup & restora-
tion: A small amount
of water can lead
to major damage
in your home. Our
trusted profession-
als do complete
repairs to protect
your family and
your home's value!
Call 24/7: 1-833-887-
0117. Have zip code
of service location
ready when you call!

Happy shrimp season! I hope you got
all your nets patched and other projects
done, because our summer fishing is in
full swing. From June through Decem-
ber, most years the river is blessed with
an influx of marine shrimp from the
ocean. The shrimp travel upriver past
Palatka, eating and growing as they go.
Later in the fall the shrimp begin to exit
the river to go back out to the ocean

to reproduce. There they are caught by
local shrimp boats and marketed as our
famous Mayport shrimp. Their upriver
and down river journeys are shadowed
by droves of fish taking advantage of the
seasonal bounty. For that reason, our
area fishing is closely tied to the shrimp.

As of right now our shrimp season runs
June — March. At least that is when

we can legally catch shrimp from the
river for food or bait. How do you
catch shrimp from the river? The most
common method involves a cast net. If
youre hesitant or not very experienced
throwing a cast net, shrimp are one of
the easiest things to catch with one. If
you're wanting to catch shrimp during
the daytime, I would highly recom-
mend a taped net. The tape around the
circumference of the net keeps the net
open as it sinks in deeper water. This is
important because during the day the
shrimp can be at depths of 20 feet or
more. An un-taped net would barely be
open after it sinks in water that deep.
At night shrimp move into shallow
water and the tape is less important.
You can buy an already taped net, or

Jimmy's Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Jimmy Tomazinis

you can add it to one by putting duct
tape around it or sewing chair webbing
around it. The webbing lasts longer and
is less messy but might take a little more
time depending on your sewing skills.

Any prominent drop offs will hold
shrimp during the day. The mouth of
Doctors Lake and the marker in front of
Club Continental are two well known
spots that will have boats throwing nets
around them most days. Shrimp will
congregate on specific depth contours
along the drop offs, so pay attention

to the depth you are in when throwing
for them and move deeper or shallower
to find the highest numbers of them.
P've run out of words for this month

so more on shrimp next month. Tight
lines.

Guest Column

Saluting US veterans with Honor

Flight Network

By Valerie Bennett

Are you a veteran who served during
the WWII, Korea or Vietnam conflict?
Do you know a veteran from those
eras? Then you need to check out the
Honor Flight Network (honorflight.
org), a nation-wide organization,
based in Virginia. The group sponsors
“A Trip of a Lifetime” to Washington,
DC.

The Honor Flight events/schedule
vary by hub, but in Jacksonville the
First Coast Honor Flight (FCHF)
starts with Orientation Day, about

two weeks out. Prequalified veterans
and their guardians learn what’s ahead.
Among activities: sign-off from the
medical team, an interview with the
hub’s video photographer, and learning
dos and don’ts for the flight day.

Start time for Flight Day will depend
on the hub’s individual needs. For the
FCHE this usually means about 3 a.m.
arrival time for the veterans, guardians
and support staff. After greetings and
last-minute instructions, participants
board the bus for the motorcade led
ride to the airport. As always, there’s
the TSA procedures, then wait at the
gate for plane boarding and departure.

There is no cost to the veteran to be
included. Guardians are needed for
each traveling veteran. Guardians must
make a (tax-free) contribution to the

organization to help with expenses.
This amount varies by hub. Guard-
ians can be a friend or family member
(other than spouse). Married couples
can fly together only if both are quali-
fied veterans.

Arriving in Washington DC, the
group is off to a grand day. Stops may
include, if time warrants, National
Mall (WWII, Korea, Vietnam Memo-
rials), a front row seat for the Chang-
ing of the Guard at the Tomb of the
Unknown and others. There are little
opportunities for participants to go
hungry during Honor Flight activities
as all meals plus snacks and drinks are
provided. Three weeks later, on Re-
union Day, participants recall the fun
and excitement and get a DVD video
to remember the day.

With hundreds of “hubs” across the
nation, there is most likely one near
you. Each hub needs funding as well
as hands-on-volunteers to be able to
sponsor successful trips. The length of
the trips depends on the hub’s distance
to Washington, DC. Costs include,
but are not limited to airfare, ground
transportation, hotels (if the trip is
longer than one day), food, snacks,
drinks, T-shirts, backpacks, name tags,
and mementos. Applications for vet-
erans, guardians and volunteers can be
found at firstcoasthonorflight.org.



VPK students become

published authors

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Eighteen Voluntary
Pre-Kindergarten (VPK)
students at Deerwood
Academy are published
authors thanks to the
efforts of their teacher,
Jennifer Smith. These
four- and five-year-olds
contributed their own il-
lustration page and writ-
ing to compile a book,
“Beyond the Playground:
Our Big Plans,” show-
casing their dreams for
adulthood. Their book
was published through
Studentreasures Publish-
ing using a free kit.

Two weeks before gradu-
ating VPK, students, par-
ents and the preschool
community celebrated
this accomplishment at
an Author’s Tea and book
signing. Students read their

pages to the crowd, received National
Book Challenge certificates, and signed
each other’s books.

“This is such a wonderful learning
experience for the students that not only
builds their confidence, and inspires
them to dream big, but also gives them
and their families a wonderful keepsake
to remember their time in VPK,” said
Karen Hamilton, Deerwood’s VPK
director.

Smith came across the student publish-
ing opportunity during a fall workshop
at Duval’s Early Learning Coalition
conference. She saw the project as a way
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Photos courtesy Deerwood Academy St. Johns

Jennifer Smith helps Harlie Peralta share her story with event attendees.

to help encourage her students in their
writing. The VPK class began working
on the three-month project in January
and submitted it in March.

When five-year-old Nara Harrison
grows up she wants to be a scientist, and
her favorite part about writing the book
was “writing about making potions.”
Her story tells how her “potions will
heal scabs and make you feel like a uni-
corn. They will have glitter, and it will
make you smell like a unicorn.”

“Beyond the Playground: Our Big
Plans” is dedicated to the students’ fami-
lies who could not be prouder of what
they have accomplished.

Newcomers group donates
children’s books to library

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Members of the Newcomers of North
St. Johns generously donated more
than 114 children’s books to the St.
Johns County Public Library System.

Additionally, more than $200 in cash
donations were also collected for the
library at the group’s April 2025 lun-

cheon meeting.

“We were thrilled to be able to collect
such a wonderful variety of children’s

books during our annual
drive,” said co-president
Priscilla Cobbs. “This
is, by far, the most we've
ever collected. Thanks
to our members’ gen-
erosity, kids in our area
will be able to keep

up their reading skills
during the summer and
beyond.”

Co-president Michele
Oliver delivered the
books and in-kind
donations to Andrew J.
Calvert, Youth Services
Librarian.

“Our members also

brought food items to

Photo courtesy Newcomers of North St. Johns

Accepting the books are Andrew J. Calvert, Youth Services Librarian, and Rachel
Barman, Youth Services Librarian Intern, both with St. Johns County Public
Library System.

be donated to Our Lady
of Good Counsel’s food
pantry,” said Oliver.

The Creelgzmjune 2025 | Page 11

Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear hetter

Introducing Oticon INTENT™ a life-changing ., O
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

o

ISK FREE

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman a STAVERM AN

Audiologist/Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

Call 904-262-5550 Today!
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing
12276 San Jose Bivd. , Suite #710

Connection is in Bloom.

Our Adult Day Program offers a safe environment
for seniors who require extra support and peace
of mind for caregivers who must tend to their
personal needs during the week. Learn how we’re
supporting mind, body and spirit for all.

Email adultday@rivergarden.org or
call 904.288.7858 to tour.
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RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

Explore more services at RiverGarden.org

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care | Rehab & Therapy | Senior Living | Adult Day

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.
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Barcelona ranks as one of Spain’s top
tourist destinations — for good reasons.
This dynamic Mediterranean city of
more than 1.6 million residents offers a
rich blend of architecture, culture, his-
tory, and food.

Gaudi's Barcelona: The city’s most
iconic landmarks are the creations of
hometown superstar architect Antoni
Gaudi. His whimsical, imaginative style
defines much of Barcelona’s architec-
ture.

The crown jewel is La Sagrada Familia,
the still-unfinished basilica that has be-
come a symbol of the city. Construction

Park Guell with a gingerbread style house.

Barcelona Travel Tips: Gaudi, Gothic Charm,
and Culinary Delights

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

began in 1882 and continues to this
day, with projected completion in the
late 2020s. The Nativity fagade resem-
bles a drippy sandcastle, with intricate
sculptures of people, animals, and bibli-
cal scenes. The Passion fagade is stark,
angular, and emotional — conveying
the suffering of Christ. Be sure to book
tickets well in advance; they sell out.
Personally, I'd skip the tower tour — the
views were mostly blocked by scaffold-
ing.

Next is Park Giiell, another Gaudi
masterpiece, located on a hill above the
city. While the park is stunning — with
colorful mosaics, serpentine benches,
and fairytale-like buildings — it can be
hard to reach. Unless you enjoy long
uphill climbs and staircases, take a taxi
or public transport. You can tour a for-
mer Gaudji residence and others look-
ing like Hansel and Gretel gingerbread
cottages. My personal favorite Gaudi
creation? Casa Vicens, the first house
he designed in Barcelona. Originally a
summer home, it’s a delightful mix of
color, pattern, and Moorish-inspired
fantasy. It’s less crowded than his more
famous works, and the audio guide

is excellent — just bring your own
earbuds.

Music and Architecture: If you have
time, attend a concert at the Palau

de la Msica. If not, take the guided
tour. Built in 1908, this Art Nouveau
concert hall feels like it was constructed

yesterday, thanks to
its brilliant design
and restoration.
Expect stained glass,
mosaic tiles, and
ornate sculptural
details — truly one
of the most beautiful
performance spaces
['ve ever seen.

Culinary Highlights:
Foodies should con-
sider a hands-on ex-
perience at the Barce-
lona Cooking School.

My class included

traditional dishes like

tomato-rubbed bread,

chicken paella, and

a silky Spanish crema, similar to créme
briilée. Before class, we toured the fabu-
lous Boqueria Market — a vibrant
explosion of color, smells, and flavors. 1
only wish I'd discovered it earlier!

Neighborhood Strolls: Las Ramblas, the
city’s famous pedestrian boulevard, is
lined with shops, cafés, and street per-
formers. Though it can be touristy, it’s a
fun stroll. The Gothic Quarter is a maze
of medieval lanes, tucked-away plazas,
and Roman ruins. While I skipped the
interior of the Barcelona Cathedral, the
exterior is breathtaking, especially when
lit up at night. Nearby, check out the Pi-
casso Museum, home to hundreds of
early works that show a different side of
the famous artist. Also consider the Mu-
seum of the History of Barcelona where
you can walk through underground
Roman ruins.

Day Trip: Montserrat: One of my

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Dramatic mountains of Montserrat..

favorite experiences was a day trip

to Montserrat, a jagged mountain

range about an hour outside Barcelona.
A cogwheel train took us up to the
monastery complex and the Basilica of
Montserrat, home to the revered Black
Madonna statue. Note: If you want

to get up close to the Madonna, you'll
need a timed ticket — I didn’t have one,
so I viewed her from below the altar. Af-
terward, my tour included lunch and a
wine tasting at a centuries-old vineyard.
The views of the Catalonian countryside
were the perfect contrast to the buzz of

the city.

What I Missed: I didn't have time to
visit (and wish I had), Montjuic, the hill
above the city with its Magic Fountain
show, Olympic venues, or Barcelona’s
beaches.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.

Brothers

Automotive & Tire

www.3BrothersAutoTire.com

(904) 575-4433
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$25 OFF

$100 OR MORE PURCHASE

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF

ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. I
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$30 OFF

AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF

ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$29.99
CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any offer. Up to 5 gts.

$15 OFF
ANY FULL SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

FREE
Flat Repairs

Price Match

Guarantee!
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HOURS:
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Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you're sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.
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