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James Gaskins, president, Florida Society of Sons
of the American Revolution (SAR); Cindy Addison,
DAR Florida State Society Regent; and Marsha
Byers, Ponte Vedra Regent, NSDAR.

Celebrating
America’s 250th
Anniversary

By Viky Divertie
mail@floridanewsline.com

Two hundred and fifty years ago on
April 19, 1775, the Revolutionary

War began. The fighting lasted ap-

proximately eight years and with its
conclusion our nation was born. To
commemorate the men and women
who fought to establish our nation,
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Ponte Vedra Beach volunteers help run BEAM's thrift stores

By Maggie FitzRoy
mail@floridanewsline.com

When Beaches Emergency Assistance
Ministry (BEAM) opened a thrift store
in Jacksonville Beach nine years ago,
Ponte Vedra Beach resident Dottie
Gandee volunteered to work there. The
store, called 7 North, at 318 7th Ave.
North, is stocked with like-new items,
including men and women’s clothing,
furniture, décor, linens, and jewelry.

Gandee is one of more than 100 volun-
teers from around the Beaches, includ-
ing many from Ponte Vedra Beach, who
help run BEAM’s thrift stores.

“We couldn’t do it without them,” says
thrift store manager Jenny Gaynor.

7 North, which resembles a small at-
tractively laid-out department store, “is
basically volunteer run,” says Gaynor,
one of the few paid employees. “Special-
ty volunteers price items and everybody
has their niche, including the cashiers.
They are the face, the ambassadors.”

Gandee works the cash register every
Tuesday afternoon and enjoys volunteer-
ing for BEAM so much that she also
takes a shift at the nonprofit organiza-
tion’s food bank one day a week.

“I like to volunteer for an organization

BEAM volunteer Dottie Gandee admires newly arrived merchan-
dise at 7 North.

that is very effective
and a good part of the
community,” she says.
“I'm very impressed
with the organization
and the people here.
It’s an inspiration

to me to be around
people who are hap-
pily doing something
good.”

Founded in 1985,
BEAM’s mission is to
provide emergency as-
sistance and a bridge

to financial stabil-

ity for Beaches area
residents in six zip
codes. The organiza-
tion provides food,
financial, and special
initiative assistance,
and sales from its three
Jacksonville Beach thrift
stores provide 40 percent of the revenue
stream. In addition to 7 North — the
most popular store — Shetter, at 1110
Shetter Ave., stocks tools, outdoor
items, medical and sports equipment
and electronics. Another store at 1147
1st Ave. South, called 1 South, carries
infant, children, and maternity clothing,
crafts, toys, books, and games.

Everything in every store has been
donated by people in the commu-
nity. And the stores draw customers
from around the community.

Ponte Vedra Beach resident Gayle
Enzel was looking to volunteer
somewhere meaningful, and after
hearing about BEAM from her
friend and neighbor, Dottie Gan-
dee, began working at 7 North in
2019. She works behind the cash
register every Wednesday afternoon,
which keeps her busy because senior
citizens get a 10 percent discount on
“Senior Day” Wednesdays.

“We have a lot of high-end mer-
chandise, and the store is beautifully

decorated,” Enzel says. “For the most
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Mary Quinn Shalz, Dottie Gandee, and Gayle Enzel volunteer at 7 North, a BEAM thrift

store in Jacksonville Beach.

part, the stream of customers at the cash
register is constant. There’s a customer
every single minute.”

Mary Quinn Shalz, also of Ponte Vedra
Beach, has volunteered for BEAM for
many years. Her mother, Kay, helped
found the organization.

“Things are donated every single
day,” Shalz says. “We call this store
the Neiman Marcus of Thrift. Stuff
doesn’t stay around long at all. We
only put out things that are in good
condition.”

Donated items can be dropped off at
the back of the store, where there is a
large loading dock and storage area.
“A lot happens before items go out
into the store,” Shalz says, including
sorting, cleaning, and organizing by
volunteers who specialize in specific
items.

Prices are so fair and affordable that
“there’s about a 60 to 65 percent turn-
over of items on display every week,”
Gandee says. “Sometimes its difficult to
volunteer here because there are so many
things to buy.”
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School district launches “BusPlanner”
for student bus information

St. Johns County School District has
introduced BusPlanner, a new online
transportation portal designed to give
parents easy access to their students’ bus
information. Beginning with the 2025
— 2026 school year, all student pick-up
and drop-off times and locations will be
provided exclusively through BusPlan-
ner and will no longer be available on
Home Access Center (HAC). Parents
can access BusPlanner through its web
portal at https://sjcsd.mybusplanner.
com or by downloading the companion
mobile app, Chipmunk, available for
Android and Apple devices.

BusPlanner will also enhance commu-
nication by providing timely updates
about bus delays and other important
transportation-related notifications. In
addition, parents can use the system to
send messages directly to the St. Johns
County School District Transportation
Department.

To get started, families should create

an account on the BusPlanner website
(https://sjcsd.mybusplanner.com/) or on
the Chipmunk app using the same email
address associated with their Home Ac-
cess Center (HAC) account. The school
district encourages all families with bus
riders to register early and stay informed
ahead of the upcoming school year.

Facts about fingerprints: What crime
writers need to know

Fingerprints may sound like yester-

day’s news in the day of DNA, but in
real-world investigations, they remain

a cornerstone of forensic science. New
York Times bestselling author and Certi-
fied Latent Print Examiner Lisa Black
knows exactly how fingerprint science
works and is often misrepresented in
fiction. She will share her expert insight
at the June meeting of Northeast Florida
Sisters in Crime.

On Saturday, June 7, Black will present
“How Fingerprints Solve Cases: The Facts
for Your Fiction” at the local monthly
meeting of Sisters in Crime. Join us by
Zoom only at 10:15 a.m. to learn how
fingerprints are collected, analyzed, and
used to solve real cases — and just how
accurate (or not) TV shows really are. This
event is free and open to all writers and
readers interested in crime fiction. Contact
floridasistersincrime@gmail.com for more
information about how to register.

Meteorologist to speak at Coastal
Friends luncheon

Coastal Friends will host Mike Buresh,
chief meteorologist on Action News Jax
and WFOX, as its guest speaker at the
June 4 luncheon. Buresh will speak about
weather patterns and concerns here in
Florida as we approach the summer and
hurricane months. He also posts a blog
entitled “Talking the Tropics with Mike”
during hurricane season June 1 — Nov.
30. The luncheon runs from 11 a.m.
—1:30 p.m. and will be held at Marsh
Landing Country Club, 25655 Marsh
Landing Pkwy. It is open to members
and guests, as well as the community. The
cost to attend is $25. Reservations must
be made in advance by contacting the
luncheon chairman at bartshar@comcast.
net as soon as possible.

Coastal Friends luncheons are held on
the first Wednesday of every month,
except for July and August. New Mem-
bers are welcome throughout the year.
Contact brookemeister@msn.com for
more information on how to join.

Florida State Representative Kim Kendall
to report on her first legislative session
The Palm Valley Community Associa-
tion is set to host a special meeting with
State Rep. Kim Kendall on Monday,
June 9. All residents are invited to at-
tend this special event at the Palm Valley
Community Center, 148 Canal Blvd.
from 6:30 p.m. — 8 p.m.

Rep. Kendall was elected last November
and served in her first legislative session,
which began on March 4. Rep. Kendall
will share her observations from her
first legislative session, reflections on
the 2026 state budget, her bill HB 85
on Hazardous Walking Conditions to
ensure safe passage for students walk-
ing to school, summer beach access

in the greater Ponte Vedra Beach area,
the state’s perspective on future beach
restoration projects, improvements at
the Interstate 95 and State Road 16
intersection, and other topics of inter-
est to residents. There will be time for
questions.

The Palm Valley Community Associa-
tion, founded in 1948, is one of the
oldest, continuously operating commu-
nity associations in North Florida. The
PVCA works to represent the common
interests and shared views of all mem-
bers in the greater Northeastern St.
Johns County area.

Public awareness campaign reduces
park vandalism repair costs

The St. Johns County Parks and Recre-
ation Department recently celebrated
the success of its “Enjoy, Don’t Destroy”
anti-vandalism campaign, which has
saved the county tens of thousands of
dollars in vandalism-related expenses.

From April 2024 to March 2025, fol-
lowing the launch of the Enjoy, Don’t
Destroy campaign in March 2024, St.
Johns County spent $18,093 on park
vandalism repairs, an approximately
60 percent reduction in costs from the
previous year.

Parks and Recreation Director Ryan
Kane cheered the department’s outreach
success and encouraged residents to
continue combating vandalism wherever
they encounter it.

Use the SJC Connect app to report

vandalism and use the non-emergency

number for the St. Johns County
Sheriff's Office — (904) 824-8304 —
to report people caught in the act of
vandalism.

Clerk’s Office launches “Salute to
Service” program to honor local
veterans

The St. Johns County Clerk of the Cir-
cuit Court and County Comptroller’s
Ofhice has launched a new initiative to
recognize and honor the brave men and
women who have served in the United
States Armed Forces.

After recording their DD-214 discharge
document into St. Johns County’s Of-
ficial Records, veterans will be issued a
free, official ID card that serves as veri-
fication. The Salute to Service program
also connects veterans with discounts
and special offers from participating res-
taurants, retail shops, service providers,
and local attractions as a tangible “thank
you” from the community.

To receive a Salute to Service ID card,
veterans must record their DD-214 with
the Clerk’s Ofhice. The process is free
and offered year-round. Once recorded,
veterans will have their photo taken and
their personalized ID card will be issued
within seven business days.

Veterans can visit the Richard O.
Watson Judicial Center at 4010 Lewis
Speedway in St. Augustine Monday
through Friday, 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. with
no appointment needed. The main
office and two Annex locations accept
appointments during regular business
hours; the Julington Creek Annex is
located at 725 Flora Branch Blvd and
is open Monday through Friday from

9 a.m. — 4 p.m. while the Ponte Vedra
Beach Annex is located at 151 Sawgrass
Corners Drive and is open Mondays and
Wednesdays from 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. Visit
stjohnsclerk.com to make an appoint-
ment online or for more information.
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Council on Aging offers interest groups at the COA
Center at UF Health Nocatee. Meetings are free

and self-guided. Advance registration for clubs and
meetings is required; email pbrunell@Stjohnscoa.
com or call (904) 814-9407. Tuesday clubs include:
Open Card Play, every Tuesday 1p.m. - 4 p.m. and
Caregiver Support Group, every Tuesday 1p.m. - 2:30
p.m. Wednesday groups include: Mah Jongg Meet-up,
Tpm.-3pm.

Palm Valley Market is held inside and on the grounds
of the Palm Valley Community Center at 148 Canal
Road, every Tuesday from 10 a.m. - 1 p.m. The market
offers organically grown produce, microgreens, eggs,
grass-finished beef, all natural chicken, Mayport
shrimp, prepared meals, preservative-free bread,
honey, tea, natural skincare, custom jewelry and soy
candles. Visit the Palm Valley Market Facebook page
for more information.

Ponte Vedra Friday Farmers Market is held every
Friday, 10 a.m. - 1 p.m,, at Peace of Heart Community
Farm. The market features fresh organically grown
produce, Florida grass-fed beef, pork, real local honey,
pasture-raised chicken and eggs, wholegrain breads,
gluten-free sourdough bread, natural botanical
skincare, local artisans and more in a family-friendly

atmosphere.
3 rd: Vicar’s Landing monthly Boutique Sale will
be held Tuesday, June 3 from 11a.m. - 1p.m.
at1000 Vicar's Landing Way. The sale includes framed
art, antiques, household furnishings, and many $1
knick-knacks. The public is welcome. Checks or cash
only please. The Vicar's Employee Scholarship Fund
receives all the proceeds. Call Beverly Webb at (904)
315-2610 for more information.

3 rd: Purely Social hosted by Ponte Vedra
Woman's Club will be held on Tuesday,

June 3 from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at Argyle Restaurant,

inside TPC Sawgrass, 254 Alta Mar Drive. The event

is free for members and $10 for guests. Visit www.

pontevedrawomansclub.com for more information and

to register.
3 rd: Bingo will be held at THE PLAYERS Com-
munity Senior Center, 175 Landrum Lane,
on Tuesdays from 1 p.m. - 2 p.m. for four weeks begin-
ning Tuesday, June 3. Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904)
209-3659 for more information and to register.
3rd: Essential Tremor Support Group Meet,
Greet and Educate will be held on Tuesday,
June 3 at 11 a.m. at Baptist Health Place in Nocatee,
400 Colonnade Drive. Stephen Morio, MHA, territory
manager for Insightec Focused Ultrasound will talk
about an incisionless surgical treatment now offered
in Jacksonville. All are welcome. RSVP to Jan Kary at
jkary@verizon.net or (202) 438-6750.
4th: Coastal Friends will host chief meteorolo-
gist Mike Buresh on June 4,11am. - 1:30
p.m. at Marsh Landing Country Club. The luncheon
is open to members, guests and the community. The

cost to attend is $25. Reservations must be made in
advance by contacting bartshar@comcast.net.

7th Wellness events at Sawgrass Village will

be held every Saturday in June from 10 a.m.
- 1:30 p.m. Hosted by Mind Body Social, all events are
free and open to the community. Events include well-
ness classes such as yoga and barre, all held on the
lawn in front of ABC Liquors. Visit https://mbs.events/
sv/ for more information and to register.

USE Promocode: CAMPER
www.childrensartclasses.com

Contact us at

barbara@childrensartclasses.com

or Call (904) 612-7557

|RontelVedra

7th: NE Florida Sisters in Crime will host Lisa

Black who will present "How Fingerprints
Solve Cases: The Facts for Your Fiction” via Zoom only
on June 7 at 10:15 a.m. Bring your coffee and bring a
friend; the group welcomes misters and sisters to
learn about writing, promoting, and enjoying crime
fiction. Visit nefloridasistersincrime.org for more
information. Contact floridasistersincrime@gmail.com
for more information about how to register for the
Zoom call,

7th: The Friends of the Ponte Vedra Beach Library

will hold a Silent Art Auction from June 7 - June
28 to support the renovation of the Children's Library,
a transformation that will inspire young children and
future generations to dream, explore and grow. A
selection of art and sculpture, all generously donated
by local artists, is available to view and bid on; every
bid helps build a better future for young readers.
]2th Free Tech Help with David will be held

on Thursday, June 12 from 10:30 a.m. -

12:30 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.
Drop in for tech assistance with your Android, Apple,
and Reader devices; no RSVPs required. Visit sjcpls.

org/branches/ponte-vedra-beach-branch/ for more
information.

] 4th Ponte Vedra Writers will meet on Satur-

day, June 14 at 11 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra
Beach Branch Library. Author Margaret Nicholson will
encourage memoir writers to think outside the box in
her presentation, “Meandering Memoirs: Innovative
Structures.’ The meetings are free and open to the
public. Visit wwwifloridawriters.org for more informa-
tion.

]7th:

Ponte Vedra Woman's Club general meet-
ing and dinner will be held on June 17 at 12

p.m. at Marsh Landing Country Club. The program will
be the club’s annual charity and check scholarship
presentations. The cost of the lunch is $30. Registra-
tion required; visit www.pontevedrawomansclub.com

for more information.
] 8th Ponte Vedra Democratic Club will meet on
Wednesday, June 18 at 5:30 p.m. for Chat &
Chew before the 6 p.m. meeting at Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library. The featured speaker will be attorney
Rhona DiCamillo, who will provide updates on pending
court actions involving President Trump's executive
orders and policies. Email pvdemclub@gmail.com for
more information.

] 9th: St. Johns County Republican Party District

4 monthly meeting will be held on the
third Thursday of each month (this month, June 19) at
6:15 p.m. at Palm Valley Community Center, 148 Canal
Blvd. Visit stjohns.gop for more information.

2 4th; Chef Warren: The Secret's in the Sauce
will be held on June 24 from 5:30 p.m.
- 6:30 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.
Chef Warren will explain how to elevate a dinner,
bar-b-q or dessert with a variety of delicious and easy
to prepare sauces. The presentation will end with a
cooking demonstration, preparing a healthy entrée
with sauce that anyone can replicate in their own
home in less than 10 minutes. RSVP required; call

(904) 827-6950 or visit sjcpls.org.

28th GTM Research Reserve will host its
monthly Beach Cleanup on Saturday,

June 28 from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. No registration is required;

meet at the Visitor Center, 505 Guana River Road in

Ponte Vedra Beach where gloves and trash bags will

be provided. Visit gtmnerr.org for more information.
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Q: What are your thoughts on the
recently concluded search for a new
superintendent?

A: In spite of a very busy month in May,
school board members were able to

give the superintendent search their full
attention. I liked how the interviews on
the first day were in public, because it
gave an opportunity for people to watch
live or later on GTV. We were able to
get insight into what each candidate
thought on a variety of topics with ques-
tions asked by the school board mem-
bers: community relations, finance/busi-
ness operations, academics, leadership,
and student performance. Each of these
are core competencies for a superinten-
dent and are in fact the areas in which
they are evaluated.

Q: Can you share how the meet and
greet that evening went?

A: It was excellent to see how many
community members came to this event
and to watch their interactions with the
candidates. The event was very informal;
each candidate had time to introduce
and share a bit about themselves and
then there was an opportunity to engage
with the public, which was hugely
beneficial.

Q: How did the interview sessions
conclude?

A: The next day, each school board
member rotated with a one hour in-
terview with each candidate. This gave
us an opportunity for deeper follow up
questions from the previous day, their
vision for the district, and their plans
for moving forward. The community
was also invited to give feedback on the
strengths of each candidate following
the public interviews. At our meeting

with St. Johns County School Board Member
Kelly Barrera, District 4

on May 20, school board members had
the opportunity to discuss the strengths
each candidate would bring to St. Johns
County and who we thought would be

the best fit for us.

We are so very pleased to enthusiasti-
cally welcome Dr. Brennan Asplen as
our new superintendent. We know he
will make our school district stronger
and provide excellent support to our
teachers, staff, students and community
as well as the continued excellence of
St. Johns County schools. Summer will
provide a great opportunity for our new
superintendent to settle into his new po-
sition before the new school year starts.

Q: Do you have any kudos to share?

A: Yes! High School Art winners from
District 4 included: Gracie Trantham,
Ponte Vedra High School, first place
digital art; Laila Amin, Ponte Vedra
High School, first place ceramics/pot-
tery; Elizabeth Darnell, Ponte Vedra
High School, first place 2-D mixed
media and printmaking; and Alexandra
Brockwell, Ponte Vedra High School

first place drawing.

Winners of the 2025 Crime Stoppers
Poster Contest included: Adeline Her-
rigel and Lily Mae Hooks from Palm
Valley Academy, Ariana Bonilla Cuesta
and Camila May from Pine Island
Academy, and Nora Zelasko from Ponte
Vedra High School.

Finally, I'd like to congratulate the Class
0f 2025 and wish them the very best in
their journeys ahead.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at kelly.barrera@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904)
547-7510.
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Q. Why is it important for home-
owners to be aware of property
fraud during National Homeown-
ership Month?

A. Homeownership is a major
milestone, but it’s also an asset that
can be targeted by criminals. Prop-
erty fraud is when someone illegally
records a fraudulent deed, mortgage,
or lien, jeopardizing a homeowner’s
financial security. Staying informed
helps protect the property you've
worked so hard to own.

Q. What are the risks if fraudulent

property documents go unde-
tected?

A. If a fraudulent document is
recorded against your property and
it goes unnoticed, it could delay im-
portant financial transactions, or you
could lose your home. The FBI lists
property and mortgage fraud as the
fastest-growing white-collar crime,
making vigilance even more critical
for today’s homeowners.

Q. How has the St. Johns County
Clerk’s Office helped residents stay
alert to property fraud threats?

A. Since launching our free record-
ing activity notification system in

2018, nearly 30,000 residents have
enrolled, including 2,136 new par-
ticipants since January 2025. With

with St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court
and County Comptroller Brandon J. Patty

more than 100,000 housing units in
our county, we remain committed to
raising awareness and ensuring every
resident knows about this valuable,
no-cost resource.

Q. How does the Clerk’s Office’s
free alert service compare to paid
services?

A. While commercial services charge
a monthly fee, our office provides

a similar alert system completely
free of charge. Though no alert can
prevent fraud from occurring, our
system gives homeowners an early
warning so they can act quickly if
suspicious activity appears. Signing
up is simple at www.stjohnsclerk.
com.

Q. What is the best way for people
to contact your office with ques-
tions?

A. If residents have questions about
how to sign up for the alert sys-
tem, or any other services we offer,
they can contact our Customer
Care Call Center Monday — Fri-
day, from 8 a.m. — 5 p.m., at (904)
819-3600, and by email at clerk@
stjohnsclerk.com. I can also be
reached directly on my cell at (904)
599-8688 or by email at BPatty@
stjohnsclerk.com.

Pine Island Academy students learn soft skills

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Saturday, April 5, Pine
Island Academy held its
first-ever Amazing Shake
Gauntlet at Crosswater
Church — a high-energy
event inspired by the Ron
Clark Academy, designed
to help students practice
and perfect their soft skills.

Throughout the day,
students rotated through
a series of fast-paced,
real-world challenges
that tested their confi-
dence, communication,
and character. Gauntlet stations
included mock business meetings,
dining etiquette roleplay, navigating a
difficult customer service interaction,
and delivering an Oscar acceptance
speech that suddenly goes wrong —
requiring quick thinking and grace
under pressure.

The event was brought to life by Emily
Trimble, the Teaching Essential Career
Skills teacher at Pine Island Academy,
who believed in giving students a

platform to shine beyond academics.

Principal Amanda Riedl was support-
ive from the start, but initially hesitant
— it was hard to imagine an event of
this scale. But once she saw it in action
and witnessed the students’ growth and
professionalism, she was completely

won Over.

“I'm already planning for next year,”
Riedl said. “This is the kind of experi-
ence that truly prepares our kids for

life.”

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you’re sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

STARLING STARLING

ASSISTED LIVING

and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4199
ALF#13109

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700
ALF#12887

WELLNESS - ENGAGEMENT - CULINARY « SERVICE

Call today to learn about current specials!

STARLING

STARLING

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

904-834-4511
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Guest Column

Busy real estate season is here

By St. Johns County Property Appraiser Eddie Creamer
The busy season for real estate has
arrived. If you're looking to purchase

a home, here are important items to
keep in mind during the home-buying
process.

First, be aware that the previous owner’s
property taxes will not be the same as
your property taxes. Once ownership
of a property changes, then all caps and
exemptions are removed for the follow-
ing tax year, and the property’s assessed
value is reset. To accurately determine
what your property taxes will be on a
particular property, visit the tax estima-

tor available on our website at www.
sjcpa.gov. Once on the website, find the
property on the map. Under the report
of the property, click the tax estimator
button. It will bring you to our tax esti-
mator, and the tax district and millage
rate will prepopulate for that property.
When filling out the tax estimator fields,
always use the property’s sale price in
the Just (Market) Value field for the
most accurate calculation. Our online
tax estimator also shows CDD fees, if
applicable, and solid waste fees.

Next, if you're selling your home before
purchasing your new home, check your

“Before moving here, I had to

weather several storms. I was

alone and I was afraid. But here,

I was not afraid. Feeling safe and

secure made all the difference

during the storm.”

\ Delores, Resident at
Westminster St. Augustine

well-being

o And more!

DISCOVER A SECURE PLAN
FOR YOUR FUTURE AT
WESTMINSTER ST. AUGUSTINE

You'll love the maintenance-free lifestyle, ideal location
at World Golf Village and peace of mind of a secure
plan for the future. Our Life Plan Community offers:

« Formal and casual dining venues

« Resident privileges on world class King & Bear
and Slammer & Squire golf courses

« Exclusive MyWLife program for whole-person

« A full continuum of supportive aging services,
should your needs change

Call (904) 569-7871 today

to learn more!

7 .
Westminster
St. Augustine

Live Well. Be }faﬁzg

235 Towerview Drive, St. Augustine, FL @
Independent Living | Assisted Living | Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Memory Care

Portability/Save Our Homes total. If
you feel this total should be different,
contact us, and we will make every
effort to work with you. It is important
to contact us before your home is sold
because we are unable to make updates
to a previously owned property. You
can find your Portability/Save Our
Homes total by either looking at your
TRIM notice found on your property
record on our website or by contacting
our office.

Finally, once you've purchased your
home, don’t forget to file for home-
stead exemption, Portability/Save

Our Homes, and any other qualifying
exemptions. The deadline to file for per-
sonal exemptions is March 1 of the tax
year. Property owners can conveniently
file for exemptions through our website
or by visiting our office. Once you're
approved for a homestead exemption,
you do not need to reapply each year
unless there has been a change in marital

status.

I'm available to answer questions or pro-
vide additional information at Eddie@
sjcpa.gov or (904) 827-5500.

Q: Where do we stand with regards to
the 2026 Budget process?

A: Via the public budget workshops
hosted by the county administrator

in May, we had our first look at this
process. The administrator apparently
let the department heads know that at
least some of the county commissioners
wanted to use the rollback tax rate this
year (the tax rate that would generate
the same amount of revenue for a taxing
authority as the previous year) and it
looks like the department heads had
this in mind when they submitted their
budgets.

Q: Why do you think this is impor-

tant?

A: I think it’s important for the county
to manage its finances and spend money
on what we need rather than what we
want. When you have to tighten your
household’s budget, you look at shop-
ping at places with lower prices, you
might conserve gas by combining trips,
and prioritizing expenditures. You also
look at additional income sources if
possible. The county’s biggest needs are
catching up on infrastructure, funding
public safety, and quality of life — and I
feel those should be prioritized.

A cool thing about the Parks and Rec
budget is that there is the opportunity

with St. Johns County Commissioner
Krista Joseph District 4

to bring in some money; the county
dock and county golf course have gift
shops that can offset some of the ex-
penditures. Our new parks are coming
online partially funded by bonds which,
along with our ability to apply for
grants for some projects, are new ways
to not spend dollars from our general

fund.
Q: What is the next step?

A: The county administrator’s budget
workshops concluded in May. In June,
our constitutional officers will submit
their budget requests and then on July
15 at 5:01 p.m., the reccommended
budget will be submitted to the Board
of County Commissioners. We will
take public comment at that meeting
as well as at every meeting prior to that
so that all constituents can have their
voices heard regarding their views on
how the county is spending their tax
payer dollars. [Editor’s Note: Details
on these public meetings may be found

online at www.sjcfl.us/draft-fiscal-year-
2026-budget/]

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at bee4kjo-
seph@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 679-
2620

Summer reading volunteer
opportunities available

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

RSVP of St. Johns County is seeking
community members to assist once

a week in the summer reading pro-
gram in the St. Johns County School
District. Hours are flexible. Schedules
can be adjusted to accommodate any
summer vacation plans.

“There are students who can greatly
benefit from the help of those willing

to give just a small amount of their
time,” said Cheryl Freeman, RSVP
director. “Assistance from community
volunteers can make all the difference
in helping these students succeed.”

Orientation will be provided, and
background screening will be per-
formed free of charge. Contact
RSVP at (904) 547-3952 or Cheryl.
Freeman@stjohns.k12.fl.us for more

information.



Carroll

He just turned 18 in April, but Casey
Carroll already knows what he wants
to do with his life and he’s off to a
great start. Born into a musical fam-
ily, he became involved in musical
theater at a young age, plays the pi-
ano, and during his high school years
at Douglas Anderson School of the
Arts began composing original musi-
cal compositions. This fall the young
Ponte Vedra Beach resident heads to
Boston to attend Boston Conservatory
at Berklee College of Music on a schol-
arship, where he will major in musical
composition at Boston Conservatory
while minoring in film music at Berk-
lee. He has won awards in theater and
music composition, and in April was
the state of Florida High School win-
ner in the National PTSA Reflections
competition for his original composi-
tion, “Lost to Time.”

Q: What type of music do you com-

pose?

A: Mostly neo-classical, which is in-
spired from classical music while put-
ting it into a new light. “Lost to Time’
is a solo piano piece.

3]

Q: What did you major in at Doug-
las Anderson School of the Arts?

A: I majored in musical theater. Artis-
tically, I've had two parts in my life.
One half has always been theater and
performance. The other half is musical
composition. I hope to pursue a career
in film music, to write the music for
movies.

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

AFFORDABLE WATER

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

Photo courtesy Maggie FitzRoy
Casey Carroll

Q: Was it difficult to get accepted

into Boston Conservatory?

A: It’s competitive. In the whole de-
partment they have about 35 students.
They only accept about a dozen a year.
The music composition program is
one of the best in the country and now
I’ll have access to the faculty at Boston
Conservatory and Berklee.

Q: Where did you go to school prior
to Douglas Anderson?

A: T've lived my whole life in Ponte
Vedra Beach. I went to Ponte Vedra
Palm Valley Elementary School and
then Landrum Middle School. Getting
into D.A. was competitive. When I
was accepted my freshman year, about
120 students auditioned and 20 were
accepted.

Q: When was your first time on the
stage?

A: I was in second or third grade and
it was in the musical “Peter Pan” at
Christ Episcopal Church, where I
started singing in the Christ Church
Children’s Choir when I was in kin-
dergarten.

Q: Tell us about your musical family.

i o T d
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

License #W-32

E] 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com =

By Maggie FitzRoy
mail@floridanewsline.com

A: My mom, Karyn, and my dad,
Kevin, met at Indiana University
where my mom majored in opera
performance and my dad was part of
an acapella group called “Straight No
Chaser.” I loved performing with my
mom at first and then my dad and
then my younger brother, Keegan. It’s
fun to perform together as a family —
not a lot of people have that. It’s pretty
special.

Q: How did you branch out into
writing musical composition?

A: Last year at Douglas Anderson was
when my two worlds blended. I was
approached by a teacher and asked to
compose the music for one of the plays
there. I wrote a film score that was
background music for “The Crucible.”
That ended up being a big success; it
was received really well by the audi-
ence. So, I was asked to write two
more scores for two plays this year,
“Constellations” by playwright Nick
Payne and “Twelfth Night” by Wil-
liam Shakespeare. I personally won an
All-Star Performance Award for my
composition for “Constellations.”

Q: Beyond your busy musical world,
do you play any sports?

A: I play golf. It’s nice to get into
nature and have four hours to discon-
nect. But I haven’t had a lot of time

to play anymore. I sing in the Christ
Church Chancel Choir and the Com-
mon Ground Choir, and I take private
voice lessons with Jen Schlechte.
Through her in February I competed
in the National Association of Teach-
ers of Singing vocal competition at
Jacksonville University, where I placed
first in my upper high school category.
This spring at D.A., I had a lead role
in the musical “Next to Normal” and
was granted an Applause Award nomi-
nation for Outstanding Actor and
Outstanding Lead Character.
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DAR America’s Anniversary cont. from pg. 1

the Daughters of the American Revolu-
tion (DAR) have launched a campaign

for every chapter across the country to

honor our forefathers.

The Ponte Vedra Chapter of DAR held
a ceremony on April 16, 2025 at 11
a.m. to place a marker in honor of the
revolutionary war patriots. The marker
was placed at the Jacksonville Beach
Veterans Memorial Park at 429 First
Street South.

DAR is a non-political, non-religious,
genealogical women’s service organi-
zation whose purpose is to promote
historic preservation, education and
patriotism. The Ponte Vedra Chapter
has been active this year in providing
wreaths for the Jacksonville National
Cemetery as part of the “Wreaths Across
America” program. They have been
cleaning gravestones of veterans in

area cemeteries and volunteering at the
traveling Revolutionary War Exhibit.

As always, they have provided multiple
scholarships to deserving children in our
area. Recently they have raised money
to support Canines for Warriors, The

St. Augustine School for the Deaf and
Blind, and Hubbard House.

Visit DAR.com or contact regent.darpon-
tevedra@gmail.com for more information.

Thank you
for reading
Ponte Vedra
NewsLine!

o el

We rir\ communities toc:ther!
Be sure to support
our advertisers!

" PROPERTY APPRAISER

Fddie Craamer, CFA

NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION OF TAX ROLL

Pursuant to Sections 193.122 and 197.323, Florida Statutes,
Notice is Hereby Given that the Tax Roll for St. Johns County
was Recertified to the St. Johns County
Tax Collector on the 8th day of May, 2025, for the Collection of 2024 Taxes
to reflect all changes made by the Value Adjustment Board.

EDDIE CREAMER
ST. JOHNS COUNTY PROPERTY APPRAISER

www.sjcpa.gov

(904) 827-5500
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Computer manufacturer 33. Sesame 1. Creative expression 29. Type of plane
5. Noted space station 38. Forbid 2. Fiber from the outer husk 34. Pitching stat

8. Kurt Russell film “Captain”

11. Automaton

13. Everyone has one

14. Incline from the vertical

15. Fights

16. Dunn & Bradstreet (abbr.)

17. Finishes off

18. Places to store things

20. Dutch painter Gerard

21. Smaller quantity

22. There’s a North, South
and Central of these

25. In an early way

41. A way to explain

43. Not around

45. Evoke or suggest

47. Ancient kingdom near Dead S
49. Dekameter

50. Fencing sword

55. “Luther” actor Idris

56. Affirmative (slang)

57. Afflicted

59. One point north of northeast
60. Born of

61. Arabic name

62. Hong Kong food stall:

of a coconut
3. City in ancient Syria
4. College army
5. More disturbed
6. Pays no attention to
7. Restored
8. Competitions
9. Lyric poems
10. Famed American lawman
12. Expression of disappointment
14. Scars
19. Satisfy
23. Central European river

35. Pointed end of a pen

36. Pro sports league

37. Body part

39. Inoffensive

40. Yellowish cotton cloth

41. Feline

42. Does not tell the truth

44. Set out to attract

45. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
congregation

46. Abba __, Israeli politician

47. Repair

48. Genus of flowering plants

30. More spacious pai dong 24. Brass instrument 51. Tributary of the High Rhine
31. Short-term memory 63. Not the start 25. One who gets paid to perform  52. Prejudice
32. One who possesses 64. Post 26. Propel with oars 53. C. European river

27. Long period of time 54. Restrain

28. Woman (French) 58. Father

O EO® 20> *kBX 4+ AC L4\ AR 3
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwanrds. Clue: Diversion

Ponte Vedra Woman's Club increases giving

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

In a season where many
charities are challenged
with fundraising, the
Ponte Vedra Woman’s
Club has more than
doubled its giving this
year. This financial boost
will really make a differ-
ence in the lives of local
St. Johns County women

and children.

The club’s charities are re-
ceiving 80 percent more
this year, due to increased
fundraising efforts with
quality events and a huge
boost in membership.
Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club
now boasts 190 members.
The club has also chosen to add to its
scholarship funds. The board voted
unanimously to move from three schol-
arships to five this year.

June 2024 — May 2026 charities are:

Betty Griffin Center: Shelter and ser-
vices for victims of domestic violence
and/or sexual assault

BEAM: Helps low income residents in

Jacksonville’s beach communities

Mission House: The only day facility to
help meet the needs of people who are

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve

your goals

Ameriprise &,

Financial

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson
CFP 9 CMFA ? CRPC®

Financial Advisor
Managing Director

904.380.2290

. 4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120

Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Photo courtesy Ponte Vedra Woman's Club

homeless at the Beaches through com-
passion, faith, and programs designed to
provide assistance at an individual level.

Port in the Storm: This is the only
homeless youth shelter in St. Johns
County for ages 18 through 24

Florida School for the Deaf and Blind:
Educates students from all over Florida,
tuition-free, who are deaf/hard of hear-

ing, blind/visually impaired, or deaf and
blind.

Checks will be presented to this year’s
charities at the club’s May meeting.

Community Marketplace
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

EXTERIOR CLEANING
EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION
HOT WASH & SOFT WASH

"'._-'F'.":"-"‘-’ CALL US ToDAY: 904-622-3000

4 ROOF CLEANING
4 POOL ENCLOSURES
4 DOCKS & WALKWAY

www.powwashjax.com

We offer

Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call (904) 886-4919




Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

I'OLD GUITARS WANT-
ED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's
to 1980’s. TOP DOL-
LAR PAID. CALL TOLL
FREE 1-866-433-8277

SunSetter. America's
number one awning!
Instant shade at
the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your
deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited
warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-855-914-1148

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May
Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and
mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
877-305-1535

Inflation is at 40 year

highs. Interest rates
are way up. Credit
cards. Medical bills.
Car loans. Do you
have $10k or more in
debt? Call National
Debt Relief and find
out how to pay off
your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what
you owe! Free quote:
Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for
cash as is! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three
step process: Call,
get cash offer & get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by
calling LizBuys Hous-
es: 1-844-877-5833

Don't let the stairs
limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal
solution for anyone
who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned
about a fall or wants
to regain access to
their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide to-
day! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins
take less than
60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your
family, your home,
your assets now

Job Finder June:

Become a CNA at River Garden! State license required. Provide compas-
sionate resident care while enjoying an excellent work environment,
industry-leading benefits and growth opportunities. Apply today! Visit
In-person or online at www.rivergarden.org/careers/

Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractg

Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Servi

"FREE ESTIMATE &

50%OFF = SCHEDULETODAY!
Installation Call1.833.370.1234

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as
one day. For a limited
time, waving all in-
stallation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply.
Subject to change
and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 6/30/25.
1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert system.
Whether you're home
or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

Replace your roof w/
the best looking &
longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors
available. Guaran-

teed to last a life-
time! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off in-
stall + Additional 10%
off install (military,
health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular
- same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as
the largest carriers.
No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees
free activation. All
plans feature unlim-
ited talk & text, start-
ing at just $20/mo.
Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most local
MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo
for 12 mos Stream on
20 devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required.
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you
consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its dffiliates and
service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at
eriehome.com/erielicenses,

VS 1-866-859-0405

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-block-
ing gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free

— o e,
—.— Call today and receive a "lo%i

- FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

LeafFilter estimate ,-""#

today. 20% off Entire

Purchase. 10% Senior l SAFE (\’w STEP
& Military Discounts. I WALK-INTuB
Call 1-833-610-1936 -r 1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Dental insurance
from Physicians Mu-

tual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for
400+ procedures.
Real dental insurance
- not just a discount
plan. Get your free
Information Kit with
details! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Become a published
author. We want to
read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing
trusted since 1920.
Consultation, pro-

duction, promotion
& distribution. Call
for free author’s
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a free 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a

free quote. It's not
just a generator.
It's a power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need
a local expert pro-
vider that proudly
stands behind their
work. Fast, free
estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call
1-888-878-9091 Have
zip code of property

ready when calling!

Water damage
cleanup & restora-
tion: A small amount
of water can lead
to major damage
in your home. Our
trusted profession-
als do complete
repairs to protect
your family and
your home's value!
Call 24/7: 1-833-887-
0117. Have zip code
of service location
ready when you call!

By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com

During a 40-year period that evenly
overlapped the turn of the 20th
Century, a group of radicals terrified
the established world. They called
themselves Anarchists and despite
the name, they were actually orga-
nized. They had meetings and news-
papers and an agenda. That agenda
was decidedly anti-government and
anti-capitalist.

The Anarchists expressed their dis-
satisfaction through assassinations.
They called the attacks “Propaganda
of the Deed.” The idea was that lone
assassins sacrificing their lives for
the cause and killing government
and business leaders would prompt
a revolution that would bring down
the corrupt institutions of power.

In 1881, an Anarchist exploded a
bomb killing Tsar Alexander II. In
1892, a different Anarchist attempt-
ed to shoot Carnegie Steel president,
Henry Frick. Frick survived and
nearly beat his attacker to death.
Four attempts were made on the

life of John D. Rockefeller. In the
1890s, the president of France and
the prime minister of Spain were

Th Anarchists

PopHistory

both assassinated.

In 1901, an American Anarchist
with the unpronounceable name of
Leon Czolgosz shot President Wil-
liam McKinley. Despite heightened
security following the Anarchist
assassination of King Umberto II

of Italy earlier that year, Czolgosz
was able to approach McKinley in a
receiving line with a pistol bandaged

in his hand.

Vice President Teddy Roosevelt

was sworn in as the new president.
Eleven years later, Teddy had his
own run in with an Anarchist. On
the way to give a speech in Milwau-
kee, Roosevelt was shot. His lengthy
50-page speech, folded in his breast
pocket, slowed the bullet and saved
his life. Famously, Teddy went and
gave his speech despite a bullet hole
in his chest.

Meanwhile, in the heart of the
Austro-Hungarian Empire, the
Hapsburgs were suffering through
their own version of hell. Crown
Prince Rudolf, the only son of
Emperor Franz-Josef and his spouse,

the Empress Elisabeth, was unhappy.
He did not like his pretty wife. Like
many unhappy men, he sought
solace in booze and other women.
He contracted a venereal disease that
made him infertile. Princess Stepha-
nie of Belgium had borne him a
daughter. Now, she too was infected
and infertile.

Rudolf wanted to ask the Pope

for an annulment, but Franz-Josef
forbade it. The 30-year-old Crown
Prince locked himself away in his
grand hunting lodge with his fa-
vorite mistress, a curvy 17-year-old
Baroness named Maria. They wrote
each other emo-like letters express-
ing their soulful angst. Then one
day, overcome by their misery, they
entered into a suicide pact. They
were found dead in a pool of their
own blood. The Empress Elisabeth
never recovered. She wore black for
the rest of her life.

This left the Empire without a direct
heir. The crown would now pass

to Franz-Josef’s younger brother

and when he died in 1898, to his
nephew Archduke Franz Ferdinand.

That same year, the Empress Elisa-
beth was vacationing incognito in
Switzerland. When a local paper
announced her presence, she caught
the attention of an Anarchist. Luigi
Lucheni had travelled to Geneva
hoping to kill the French Dauphin.
The Dauphin slipped through his
fingers. The distraught Empress
presented a second opportunity. He
stabbed her through the heart with

an industrial file.

In June of 1914, Archduke Franz
Ferdinand travelled to Sarajevo with
his wife. Bosnian Anarchists planned
to blow up his car. They failed, but
injured some of the guards in the
trailing car. Franz Ferdinand insisted
on visiting the injured in hospital.
He got lost on the way and ran into
another Bosnian Anarchist named
Gavrillo Princip. Princip shot him
dead. The world was plunged into a
bloody war that brought down three
monarchies.

Scott A. Grant is a historian and au-
thor. By day, he is the chief investment
officer of Standfast Asset Management.
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Barcelona ranks as one of Spain’s

top tourist destinations — for good
reasons. This dynamic Mediterranean
city of more than 1.6 million residents
offers a rich blend of architecture,
culture, history, and food.

Gaudi's Barcelona: The city’s most
iconic landmarks are the creations of
hometown superstar architect Antoni
Gaudi. His whimsical, imaginative

Barcelona Travel Tips: Gaudi, Gothic Charm,
and Culinary Delights

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

the city. While the park is stunning

— with colorful mosaics, serpentine
benches, and fairytale-like buildings
— it can be hard to reach. Unless you
enjoy long uphill climbs and staircases,
take a taxi or public transport. You
can tour a former Gaudf residence and
others looking like Hansel and Gretel
gingerbread cottages. My personal fa-
vorite Gaudi creation? Casa Vicens, the
first house he designed in Barcelona.

Park Guell with a gingerbread style house.

style defines much of Barcelona’s archi-
tecture.

The crown jewel is La Sagrada Familia,
the still-unfinished basilica that has
become a symbol of the city. Construc-
tion began in 1882 and continues to
this day, with projected completion

in the late 2020s. The Nativity fagade
resembles a drippy sandcastle, with
intricate sculptures of people, ani-
mals, and biblical scenes. The Passion
fagade is stark, angular, and emotional
— conveying the suffering of Christ.
Be sure to book tickets well in advance;
they sell out. Personally, I'd skip the
tower tour — the views were mostly

blocked by scaffolding.
Next is Park Giiell, another Gaudi

masterpiece, located on a hill above

Originally a sum-
mer home, it’s

a delightful mix
of color, pattern,
and Moorish-
inspired fantasy.
It’s less crowded
than his more fa-
mous works, and
the audio guide
is excellent —

«4 just bring your
own earbuds.

Music and Ar-
chitecture: If you
have time, at-
tend a concert at
the Palau de la
Musica. If not,
take the guided
tour. Built

in 1908, this Art
Nouveau concert
hall feels like it
was constructed
yesterday, thanks
to its brilliant
design and
restoration. Ex-
pect stained glass, mosaic tiles, and
ornate sculptural details — truly one of
the most beautiful performance spaces
I’ve ever seen.

Culinary Highlights: Foodies should
consider a hands-on experience at
the Barcelona Cooking School. My
class included traditional dishes like
tomato-rubbed bread, chicken paella,
and a silky Spanish crema, similar to
créeme brilée. Before class, we toured
the fabulous Boqueria Market — a
vibrant explosion of color, smells, and
flavors. I only wish I'd discovered it
earlier!

Neighborhood Strolls: Las Ramblas,
the city’s famous pedestrian boule-

vard, is lined with shops, cafés, and
street performers. Though it can be

touristy, it’s a fun

stroll. The Gothic Quarter is a maze
of medieval lanes, tucked-away plazas,
and Roman ruins. While I skipped the
interior of the Barcelona Cathedral,
the exterior is breathtaking, especially
when lit up at night. Nearby, check
out the Picasso Museum, home to
hundreds of early works that show a
different side of the famous artist. Also
consider the Museum of the History of
Barcelona where you can walk through
underground Roman ruins.

Day Trip: Montserrat: One of my
favorite experiences was a day trip

to Montserrat, a jagged mountain
range about an hour outside Barcelona.
A cogwheel train took us up to the
monastery complex and the Basilica of

Ponte Vedra
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Dramatic mountains of Montserrat..

Montserrat, home to the revered Black
Madonna statue. Note: If you want to
get up close to the Madonna, you’ll
need a timed ticket — I didn’t have
one, so | viewed her from below the al-
tar. Afterward, my tour included lunch
and a wine tasting at a centuries-old
vineyard. The views of the Catalonian
countryside were the perfect contrast to
the buzz of the city.

What I Missed: I didn’t have time

to visit (and wish I had), Montjuic,
the hill above the city with its Magic
Fountain show, Olympic venues, or
Barcelona’s beaches.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’ stories
and travel tips.

We make advertising easy... Call today!



Pine Island Academy 0dyssey of
the Mind teams advance

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Pine Island Academy recently had a
record-breaking showing at the Florida
Odyssey of the Mind State Finals, held
earlier this month at the Orange County
Convention Center in Orlando. All six
of the school’s participating teams deliv-
ered exceptional performances — and
for the first time in Pine Island history,
three teams advanced to the Odyssey

of the Mind World Finals, taking place
May 21 — 24 at Michigan State Univer-
sity in East Lansing.

Among the three advancing teams, two
earned first place finishes and one placed
second, securing invitations to compete
alongside top student teams from more
than 20 countries in a global celebra-
tion of creativity, critical thinking, and
student-driven problem-solving.

First Place — Division II, Problem 5:
AstronOMical Odyssey. This team

wowed judges with a comedic, space-

themed performance set in a Candy-
land-inspired galaxy. Their creative set
and costumes were made from Sour
Patch Kids and M&Ms wrappers, Behr
paint samples, PVC piping, and materi-
als sourced from Home Depot, Lowe’s,
and students’ homes. The imaginative
storyline, meteor twist, and entirely
student-built elements earned them first

place and a trip to World Finals.

First Place — Division II, Problem 2:
Mech-Animal Sidekick. Another team
claimed first place for designing and
programming a fully functioning dino-
saur robot sidekick. Their performance
combined engineering ingenuity with
engaging storytelling and earned high
marks for both creativity and technical
execution.

Second Place — Division II, Problem
1: The OM-Mazing Race. This team
earned second place with their original
theme, “Fractured Fairytale Car.” They
reimagined Cinderellas carriage as a

beach-ready ride, crafted from Kroger
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plastic bags, pool noodles, and other
repurposed materials. The whimsical,
coastal twist on a classic tale impressed
the judges and secured their spot at the
World Finals.

“This is the result of months of dedica-
tion and imaginative problem-solving
from every single student involved,”
said Shanon Cally, Pine Island Acad-
emy’s Odyssey of the Mind coordinator.
“Whether they’re

Odyssey of the Mind State 2025 Champions.

heading to World Finals or just wrap-
ping up an incredible season, every team
member should be extremely proud of

what they've accomplished.”

Odlyssey of the Mind is an international
program that encourages student-driven,
STEAM-based solutions to long-term chal-
lenges, blending science, engineering, art
and performance. Visit www.odysseyofthe-

mind.com for more information.

Ocean Palms brings sunshine to staff

Ocean Palms celebrated Staff Appreciation Week with nothing but sunshine for
its sun-sational staff. The sun rose with a breakfast by Chick-fil-A and coffee from
Starbucks on Monday. The next ray of sunshine came with cookies, brownies

and fruit from Trasca for a treat Tuesday. On Wednesday, families pooled their
resources to provide the staff with $100 Amazon gift cards. Thursday brought

a catered lunch from Teriyaki Madness, and, finally, the sun set with ice cream

from Millie’s ice cream truck on Friday.
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Landrum Sawgrass JV tennis team
wins championship title

By Jennifer Werba
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Landrum Sawgrass JV tennis team
captured the JV Tennis Championship,
winning in dominant fashion with a
final score of 4 — 1. Their dedication,
teamwork, and sportsmanship were on

full display throughout the season.

The outstanding student-athletes who
contributed to this incredible season
and championship victory are Elise
Bond, Ethan Bond, Mackenzie Blunk,
Wyatt Darling, Harper Knarr, James
Makey, Madeline Makey, Emery Ma-
sotti, Harper McClure, Brian Ostfeld,
Poppy Smith, and Juliette Werba.

WWW.SPORTINGJAXACAD

FOR ALL
EEVELS
'/AND AGES!

SUMMER'AND FALL
RROGRAMS AND
LEAGUES NOW OPEN!

EMY.COM

Photo courtesy Jennifer Werba
The Landrum Sawgrass JV Team with their medals.
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Find a healing place in
The Motherhood Space

Did you know that about 1in 5 moms will
struggle with their emotional health during
the pregnancy and postpartum period?

You are not alone.

Part of Baptist Medical Center, The Motherhood Space Day
Program is designed to help new and expectant moms who are
experiencing maternal mental health challenges improve their

ability to cope during a challenging season of life.

With an emphasis on wellness, the day program is carefully
designed to provide the care and resources you need most.

Group-based therapy with psychologists who
specialize in maternal mental health

On-site complimentary childcare
Yoga and riverfront walking therapy
Private lactation space and relaxation zone

Coping skills proven to work

Find a healing place in
The Motherhood Space
904.376.3800, select option 4

Visit BaptistJax.com/MotherhoodSpace
to learn more

The
Motherh‘*
O

Space

© Baptist Health 2025

The heat is on! And I'm not talking
about the song made famous by Glenn
Frey and the motion picture “Beverly
Hills Cop.” I'm talking about summer at
the beach and “feels like” temperatures
of 100 degrees and higher. So ... what
do we do to keep our gardens alive and
healthy with triple digit heat approach-

ing? Let’s look at some basics:

It’s always preferable to work and water
our gardens in the morning. Why?
Besides the obvious, (it being the coolest
part of the day), if watering later than
10 a.m. you lose a lot of water from
sheer evaporation and that’s not efficient
or cost effective. Watering after 4 p.m.

is inviting fungus. With the double
whammy of heat and humidity we
experience during summer, plants that
stay wet all night from a prior evening’s
watering can easily become infected
with fungus which, untreated, can kill

a healthy plant in short order (meaning
more money, more time, and more back
aches). It’s simply good gardening prac-
tice to water before 10 a.m. if possible.
So set those sprinkler systems to start
early in the morning and your plants
and your back will thank you.

If you are installing new plants, you will
need to hand water these daily or almost
daily, depending on where they are
planted (sun or shade), for two weeks.
Then start backing off to every other day
until the sprinkler system provides ad-
equate water. If you like to grow in pots,
my suggestion is to have as many drip
lines to the pots as possible. You can

eat up a lot of your day hand watering
potted plants. Another option would

be to place the pots in the beds where
the sprinkler system will water them;

The Good Earth

By Connie Doyle, Florida Master Gardener, UF | IFAS
Extension
mail@floridanewsline.com

however, they will still need additional
hand watering in times of extreme heat

and drought.

A few pointers about St. Augustine
grass. St. Augustine grass is overwhelm-
ingly the most popular grass grown in
our area. It is best

not to plant sod or plugs when it is too
hot or too cold, which would suggest
the best planting time is spring and late
summer to early fall. Grass grows more
slowly when there’s less water available,
so you'll typically mow less during a
drought or water shortage. When you
do mow, always mow at the highest
recommended height for your grass
species which, for St. Augustine grass,
would be 3 % to 4 inches. Never remove
more than one-third of the leaf blade at
any one mowing as this will stress the
drought-stressed grass further. Higher
mowing encourages deeper rooting,
one of the key mechanisms of drought
tolerance.

And finally, a friendly reminder of the
St. Johns County seasonal watering
restrictions:

Homes with odds-numbered or no ad-
dresses water Wednesday and Saturday.

Homes with even-numbered addresses
water Thursday and Sunday

Nonresidential properties: Tuesday and
Friday

We continue “digging” into summer
gardening tips in the July and August
issues, so stay tuned. Happy gardening!

Ponte Vedra Jaws 8U take

home championship

By Jennifer Werba
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Thresher Sharks 8U team

from Ponte Vedra Jaws Lacrosse went
undefeated to win the Sunshine State
Summer Kickoff Tournament in Wel-
lington. The Sharks posted a perfect 5
— 0 record, clinching the championship
with a thrilling 8 — 7 victory over the
Leatherbacks.

Coaches Steve Baumgartner, Dan

Johnson, Graham Gill, and Will

Grimsley led the team with energy and
enthusiasm. The championship roster
includes: Casen Mesaros, Christian
Gill, Coen Jones, Jackson Wotiz, Liam
Grimsley, Preston Johnson, Quinn
Burke, Reid Hensley, Shep Wilensky,
Wells Barnes, Will Polniak, and Zac
Baumgartner.

“These boys gave it everything,” said
Coach Baumgartner. “They played with
heart, hustle, and true teamwork.”

Photo courtesy Jennifer Werba

The 8U Thresher Sharks team



