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BFF Best Furry Friend

Ana Andenmatten with one of the many dogs she
has helped find a forever home for.

Ana’s Angels
has new home

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Effective June 7, Mandarin’s own
Ana’s Angels Pet Rescue will relo-
cate to Pet Supermarket, located
across the street from Target on
San Jose Boulevard. According to
the 25-year-old group’s founder,
Ana Andenmatten, the move was
necessary due to the closing of
Petco, Ana’s Angel’s home since
2008.

“We are happy to stay in Manda-
rin,” Andenmatten said. “It’s long
been our homebase. Mandarin is

where we work and live.”

Ana’s Angels started in 1999 and

Ana's Angels cont. on pg. 2
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Mandarin Museum honors McCorkle and
Schemer during Miss Aggie Day 2025

By Brittany Cohill

mail@floridanewsline.com

On May 3, Mandarin Museum hosted
its annual Miss Aggie Day celebra-

tion at the historic Mandarin Store &
Post Office. Since 2003, Miss Aggie
Day has celebrated the legacy of Agnes
Grace Jones, the daughter of Walter and
Edith Jones. “Miss Aggie,” as she was
affectionately known, was a resident of
Mandarin from 1898 until her death
in 1992 at the age of 94. Her father,
Walter, was Mandarin’s U.S. postmas-
ter from 1906 to 1928. From 1928

to 1964, Miss Aggie assumed the role
and that of store proprietor. She was an
independent, strong-willed, confident
woman who possessed a deep sense of
community and a charitable heart. Her
reputation for helping those around her
in time of need was well known.

As part of the celebration, the Miss
Aggie Award was presented to four cur-
rent and former residents of Mandarin
whose lives demonstrate the same sense
of community and caring attitude.

The 2025 honorees were Rosemary
McCorkle and Vina Schemer; the late
Memphis Wood and Charlie Brown
were honored posthumously. This re-
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Rosemary McCorkle and Vina Schemer pictured with Mandarin Museum Executive Director Brittany Cohill.

markable group co-founded the Man-
darin Art Festival in 1968, and played

a continued role in its success in the
decades following. A juried fine art and
craft show held annually by the Manda-

- ]

Vina Schemer's work, "The Firebird," pictured far right, resides in Mandarin Museum's permanent collection.

rin Community Club, it is the longest
running festival of its kind in Northeast
Florida. Gifted artists themselves, or in
McCorkle’s case, an avid supporter and
champion of the arts, they actively con-
tributed to Mandarin’s reputation as an
“artist colony” and added value to the
lives of so many around them. Among
many other accomplishments, Schemer
pioneered the technique of photo-trans-
fer on clay, producing vivid imagery on
small and large-scale pottery pieces.

The day of the Miss Aggie Day celebra-
tion was a festive occasion, featuring
ice cold RC Cola and Moon Pies, once
staples at Miss Aggie’s store. Guests
moseyed in and out, stopping awhile on
the front porch to catch up with friends
and neighbors, a scene reminiscent of
days gone by. The event culminated in
remarks by McCorkle and Schemer,
who recounted their deep ties to and
love for Mandarin. The standing-room
only crowd was a testament to their
impact.
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Ana’s Angels cont. from pg. 1

was incorporated as a 501 ¢ 3 non-
profit in 2003. Every Saturday, An-
denmatten drives to animal shelters
in rural areas like Clay County, Put-
nam County and Bradford County,
and loads up her car with dogs and
kittens to be adopted locally. She
said it’s more convenient for local
residents to adopt their new furry
friends in Mandarin than to have

to drive to the rural shelters. Plus,
the rural shelters appreciate the new
audience of potential adopters that
Ana’s Angels provides in Mandarin.
To date, Ana’s Angels has placed
more than 10,000 animals in loving
homes.

During the week, Andenmatten
utilizes her early childhood educa-
tion degree that she earned from the
University of North Florida. She
has worked for 20 years as a Duval
County Public School teacher and
currently teaches kindergarten at
Mandarin Oaks Elementary. She
fosters animals in her classroom at
the school, with permission from
administration as well as parents of
students in her classroom. She said
it is not unusual to have a mama cat
in the back of her classroom nursing
kittens while the children work on
their studies.

Addenmatten, a finalist for the 2024
VyStar Duval County Teacher of the
Year, incorporates her love of animals
into many of her lessons and feels

it is important for children to learn
responsibility and empathy.

“I started the school’s 4H program
and the school's garden, where the
kids can plant and take care of the
rescued pig, goat, chickens and rab-
bit.” Addenmatten said. “We just
recently hatched quail and chickens
in our classroom incubator.”

Andenmatten said she is in need of
foster families in the Mandarin area
for the animals awaiting adoption so
that she can continue her passion of
helping animals — especially those
with special medical needs who
might be harder to place. Addition-
ally, she is always looking for volun-
teers and awards community service
hours to high school students for
dog walking, fostering, and helping
transport the animals.

“A student can earn 50 service hours
per week to foster a cat or dog in
their home for a week,” she said.

Ana’s Angels is completely volunteer-
run and Andenmatten said she
couldn’t make it work without the
approximately 25 volunteers who
help her. Donations to pay for the
required veterinary visits for each
animal as well as food, blankets and
towels, are gratefully accepted and
tax deductible. Visit “Ana’s Angels
Animal Rescue” on Facebook for
more information or to contact
Andenmatten to learn more about
fostering.

“I'm excited for our new adventure
at Pet Supermarket,” Andenmat-
ten said. “We want to keep going
to inspire future generations of pet
rescuers.”

USE Promocode: CAMPER
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Contact us at
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Briefs

Mandarin Women'’s Club offers summer
activities

The Mandarin Women’s Club’s popular
Fashion Show, held on April 24, had a
large turnout as members modeled out-
fits from The Petunia Patch. Following
the Fashion Show, club members held
the election of 2025 — 2026 officers who
will serve under the guidance of Judy
Witte, president

With the beginning of summer, the
club will take a break from monthly
luncheons, but that doesn’t mean the
fun winds down. Some of the activities
available to active members during the
summer months are Bunco, Hand &
Foot, Mah Jongg, Mexican Train, Con-
tinental Rummy, and Pennies Canasta.

Women in Mandarin are invited to join
or renew their membership as soon as
possible so they can be included in the
directory. Visit www.mandarinwom-
ensclub.com for information regarding
summer activities and to complete a
membership form.

Photo courtesy Gail Packard

Members of Mandarin Women's Club modeled at their
recent Fashion Show: Vickie Rumbers, Linda Peacock, Iris
Read, Diana Stevenson (Petunia Patch rep), Marion Linda,
Kathy Broderick, Sharon Rosenblum, Michele Mack, Patty
Blalock and Jo-Ellen Baxley..

Elder abuse workshop scheduled

Older adults and caregivers are encour-
aged to register for an upcoming webi-
nar hosted by ElderSource and focused
on elder abuse and fraud prevention.
“Empower and Protect: Elder Abuse and
Fraud Prevention” will be held virtually
on Zoom on Wednesday, June 11 from
10:30 a.m. to 12 p.m.

In observance of World Elder Abuse
Awareness Day, ElderSource is partner-
ing with the 10 other Area Agencies on
Aging from across the state of Florida to
host this free webinar. The speakers will
share their expertise on:
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* The Florida Abuse Hotline

* What elder abuse is, and how to report
it

* How to spot and prevent Medicare
fraud

* How scammers try to steal Medicare
numbers

* The top scams to look out for in 2025

Attendees must register for the event
to join; visit bit.ly/ FLWEAAD2025 to

register.

Congressman John Rutherford

visits River Garden

U.S. Congressman John Rutherford
(FL-5) visited the River Garden Senior
Services campus in May to engage with
leadership, staff and families about the
ongoing challenges and concerns facing
nursing homes in Florida. He toured
the award-winning nursing care center
and met with board members, admin-
istrators and family representatives.

The discussions centered on a range of
critical issues affecting the long-term
care sector, including Medicaid funding,
federal stafhing mandates and the impact
of current immigration policy on the
availability of qualified workers.

River Garden has a long history of sup-
porting thoughtful public policy and
looks forward to working with Con-
gressman Rutherford as he reviews issues
that impact older adults, particularly as
Florida continues to experience rapid
growth in its senior population.

Photo courtesy River Garden
U.S. Congressman John Rutherford visits River Garden.

Shad Robotics Lab dedicated

The Bolles School welcomed the Shad
family to the Bolles Upper School San
Jose Campus April 25 for a ceremony
celebrating their generous $1 million

gift for the newly dedicated Shad Ro-
botics Lab in the Frank R. Sanchez and
Hope and Dana E. Fender Center for

Innovation. Bolles president and head of

Briefs cont. on pg.7
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Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.
- Water Softners & Filtration Systems
- Service on most makes and models
- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

] 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com
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MYSTERY PHOTO

Best Furry Friend
of the month

Breed:
American Bulldog
Favorite Activity:

Playing with all my toys and wreaking
havoc on my mom'’s plants

Favorite Food:
All the (dog friendly) treats!
Favorite Friends:

My best friend, Theo, as well as all my
other friends at DogTown
How did your BFF get her name?
Iwas named in honor of my mom'’s
beloved pet, Bruiser, and she wanted a
"B" name to carry on his legacy

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!

Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

When you advertise, you encourage
repeat business, create traffic, and
attract new customers!

L . Call today
Domeri s G iy to reserve your space!
Deadlme]une 25,2025 (904) 886'491 9
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Congratulations from
your friends at
Mandarin NewsLine!
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 10:30 am.
at Tommy Hazouri Park (formerly Mandarin Park).
The courts are at the park entrance next to the
tennis courts. Try to get there a few minutes early
for court assignments. Beginners are welcome.
Just show up (a few minutes before playing time),
unless it rains.

Parkinson’s Exercise Group meets every Thurs-
day from 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. at 4911 Losco Road. People
of all ages and stages of Parkinson's as well as
spouses and caregivers are welcome to attend
these free classes. Contact group leader Katheryn
Donaldson at serving4_him@yahoo.com or (904)
710-1449 for more information.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every Saturday,
except on holiday weekends, at 8:30 a.m. at Baha'i
Community Center, 5034 Greenland Road. Guests
are welcome. The meetings can also be attended
online at https://toastofjax.toastmastersclubs.
org/.

MPC MomCo meets every other Tuesday from
9:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. on the Mandarin Presby-
terian Church campus. MPC MomCo is a vibrant
fellowship of moms who support each other in
motherhood and grow together in faith. Register
at mandarinpres.com/momco; space is limited.
Email momco@mandarinpres.com for more
information.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the second and
fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the
Kids' Building of Trinity Mandarin, located at 2955
Orange Picker Road. This jam is open to everyone
and all levels of ability are welcome. Come to play
with the group or just sit back and enjoy the mu-

sic. For more information, contact Burt Coulliette
at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday from
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit Company,
1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s

Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email playing-

hookie2022@gmail.com for more information.
3rd: Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet on
Tuesday, June 3 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin
Presbyterian Church on the Loretto Road Campus
in the Kids Space at 2501 Loretto Road. The
program will be understanding the colors in your
fabric stash. New members/guests welcome. Visit
honeybeequilters.org for more information.
7th: Walter Jones Historical Park buildings,
including the 1898 St. Joseph's Mission
Schoolhouse for African American Children, the
1875 Webb Jones Farmhouse, the 1876 Barn, and
the Losco Winery, are open the first Saturday of
each month (this month, June 7 from 10 am. - 2
p.m. The Historic Mandarin Store & Post Office,
located at 12471 Mandarin Road, will also be open.
Museum volunteers will be inside each building
for guided tours. Admission is free; Donations
help support the museum'’s programming and
operations. Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org or
call (904) 268-0784 for more information.
7th: Meet the Maple Leaf Divers at the
Mandarin Museum, 11964 Mandarin Road,
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. on the first Saturday of each

month (this month, June 7). This is an informal,
conversational-style event; drop in anytime

904-859-4188

Km,-' & Dunald Smith

TREE SERVICES:
+ Tree Trimming & Removel
« Stump Grinding
+ Debris Removal & Hauling
+ Hazordous Or Unwanted Trees

904-859-4188

alantctrestd dgmail.com

Slamﬁamngelﬁnaym}'ﬂm

within the two hours to chat with Dr. Keith Holland
and his team and view the museum'’s expanded
Maple Leaf exhibit. Admission to Meet the Maple
Leaf Divers and Mandarin Museum is free. Dona-
tions help support the museum’s programming
and operations. For more information, visit www.
mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 268-0784.

]Oth:Mandarin American Legion Post 372

general meeting will be held on June 10
at7 p.m. at Williams Family YMCA 10415 San Jose
Blvd., on the second floor. Visit https://alpost372fl.
org/ for more information.

] 4th *Second Saturday Arts and Farmers

Market at First Christian Church, 11924
San Jose Blvd. on June 14 from 9 am. - 1 p.m. Visit
www.facebook.com/SecondSatMarket/ for more
information.

]4th:Third annual History Fair will be held
June 14 from 10 a.m. - 3 p.m. at the Jack-
sonville History Center, 314 Palmetto St. Mandarin
Museum will be present at the newly renovated
former Florida Casket Company building that will
be open to the public for the first time. Dozens of
Northeast Florida history organizations, as well
as cars from the First Coast Region Model A Club,
will be on display. Tickets at the door; no advance
sales. $10/person includes a raffle ticket for items
donated by the participating organizations. Free
parking available onsite and along Marsh Street.
Visit wwwi.jaxhistory.org for more information.

] 6th *The All Star Quilters Guild will meet at
9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to the 10

a.m. meeting on Monday, June 16 at First Christian

Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. Come help solve the

ngiinjMandarin

“Mystery” as presented by Sharon Tomore, Linda
McClelland, and a few extras. “Show and Tell" is
always a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit www,
allstarquilters.org for more information.

l 4th North Florida Genealogical Society
(formerly SGES) will host its monthly

meeting on Saturday, June 14 from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
at the Mandarin Branch Library on Kori Road. Visit
www.sgesjax.org or call (304) 778-1000 for more
information.

20th *Mandarin Parkinson's Support Group
meets at Church of Eleven22, 4911

Losco Road, on the second Sunday of each month
(this month, June 20 due to vacation) from 2 p.m. -
4 p.m. Contact group leader Katheryn Donaldson
at serving4_him@yahoo.com or (904) 710-1449 for
more information.

26th:Mandarin Republican Club will meet
on Thursday, June 26 at St. Mary's

Seafood, 11290 0ld St. Augustine Road. Social time
begins at 6 p.m. and the meeting starts at 6:30
p.m. First time visitors are welcome.

27{h:The Italian American Club of Jackson-
ville will hold its popular Spaghetti to

Go on Friday, June 27 from 5 p.m. until the spa-
ghetti is gone at the club building, 2838 Westberry
Road. Take out only; cash, credit and debit cards
are accepted. Dinners cost $13 and there are small
charges for extra meatballs, cannolis and pizza
rolls. No phone orders. Call (904) 586-2700 for
more information.

HarborChase

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

Mandarin

JOIN US FOR A

Taste & Tour

You and a guest are invited for a complimentary
Taste & Tour of HarborChase — an exquisite lunch
by our Executive Chef and a personalized tour of our
beautiful senior living community.

+ Fill Dirt, Top Soil & Grave!
CONCRETE SERVICES:

EXPERIANCE
HARBORCHASE

Schedule Today!
(904) 584-9806

Reservations required.




Q&A with Jacksonville City Council Member
Michael Boylan, District 6

Q: On May 14, you hosted a Manda-
rin Road sidewalk project meeting at
the Mandarin Community Club. Can

you give an update?

A: It was a lively meeting. The intent of
the meeting was to revisit and review
Ord. 2001-1009, which designated
Mandarin Road and some other roads
as scenic and historic corridors. One
requirement is the city arborist as well
as the city councilmember must sign
off on anything that would require tree
removal. It has been agreed that the city
arborist will have an even greater role
than what is specified in the ordinance:
he will be part of the plan review
process. Also, JTA has agreed to hire

an independent arborist to be on site

as needed. Secondly, we looked back at
the 2016 Complete Streets recommen-
dation reports, which advocated for a
sidewalk along Mandarin Road.

I showed slides from the first segment
of the sidewalk project and JTA gave

an overview of the process then hosted
breakout sessions for attendees to review
the preliminary plan and ask questions.
This was followed by public comment.

I think the vocal majority of people at
the meeting did not support the side-
walk extension, but that is offset by the
number of emails I receive supporting
the effort.

Q: It sounds like you are supporting
the project?

A: There's a fine line between my
personal opinion, which admittedly I
think the extension of the sidewalk to
whatever is reasonable is warranted, and
my responsibility to represent the many

constituents who are advocating for the
extension.

Q: What are the next steps?

A: JTA is in the process of creating a
website with all the relevant materials
available as well as public comment cap-
tured at the meeting. The website will
be updated as needed and the link to
the website will be promoted as soon as
it is available. It’s important to note that
so far we have a preliminary plan. We
will be taking the next 12 — 15 months
to flush out the plan as much as possible
and then another meeting, taking into
account all the new information and

public input, will be scheduled.

Q: Constituents recently received a
statement regarding a non ad valorem
assessment with regards to solid

waste. Can you provide background
to this?

A: It’s been 15 years since the solid
waste fee has been increased and it’s cur-
rently $151 per year. In fiscal year 2017,
the City of Jacksonville began lending
money to the General Fund, increasing
each year to nearly $40 million this year,
to help pay for solid waste disposal. The
increase constituents see this year will
bring the fees paid by residents closer

to the amount charged for the service,
but still will not completely cover them.
Look at it this way: we receive 52 trash
pickups, 52 yard waste pickups and 26
recycling pickups per year for a total of
130 points of service. Even at the new
rate of $324, that amounts to $2.49

per service. Those on fixed or limited
income should look at the back of the
letter as there is an opportunity for
some relief.

Fr. McGivney statue installed at St.
Joseph's Catholic Church

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

The Knights of Columbus St. Johns
River Council 10850 sponsored and
installed a life size bronze statue of
Blessed Fr. Michael McGivney on
March 23 at St. Joseph Catholic
Church. Fr. McGivney was the founder
of the Knights of Columbus. Bishop
Erik Pohlemier of the Diocese of St.
Augustine was the main celebrant at
the Feast of the Solemnity of St. Joseph
mass. After the mass, the statue of Fr.
Michael McGivney was unveiled and
blessed by Bishop Pohlmeier. Our Lady
Queen of the Knights Assembly 2679
had its Color Corp of 16 Sir Knights

present for this important event.

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner

844-954-8700

Prudential Financial Planning

CA Insurance License #0E93910

andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

Andrew Laino is a financial Planner with, and offers securities and investment advisory services through
LPL Enterprise (LPLE), a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC, and an affiliate of LPL
Financial. Financial professionals are licensed insurance agents of Prudential. These financial professionals are
permitted to brand under “Prudential”. LPLE and LPL Financial are not affiliated with Prudential.

Photo courtesy Knights of Columbus St. Johns River
Council 10850

Visit kofc.org for more information,
including how to join.

@ Prudential
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Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear hetter

Introducing Oticon INTENT™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon INTENT™ helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for
better speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember mo

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

STAVERMAN

W HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

Call 904-262-5550 Today!
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing
12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Connection is in Bloom.

Our Adult Day Program offers a safe environment
for seniors who require extra support and peace
of mind for caregivers who must tend to their
personal needs during the week. Learn how we’re
supporting mind, body and spirit for all.

Email adultday@rivergarden.org or
call 904.288.7858 to tour.

—

——

RIVERGARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

Explore more services at RiverGarden.org

Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care | Rehab & Therapy | Senior Living | Adult Day

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.
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PARISH BINGO
Bingo Night at St Joseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50°’S
& DOOR PRIZES

PLENTY OF LIGHTED
PARKING AND SECURITY
ON THE PREMISES. GREAT
FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS.

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM

GAMES START AT 7:00PM

Cody Center - Tally Room
4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223

NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAWS.

849.0931(10)(A)

GAME DATES: June 14 | July 12 | Aug 16

For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904.742.8777 or vaterlizziegmail.com

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.

Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and

comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you’re sampling the delectable dining options,

enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

/i
STARLING

AT PONTE VEDRA

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700
ALF#12887

STARLING
AT NOCATEE

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4199
ALF#13109

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

’/l'\'\ ‘//I\"\
STARLING STARLING

AT SAN JOSE

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

AT NOCATEE

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

904-834-4511

WELLNESS - ENGAGEMENT - CULINARY « SERVICE

with Duval County School Board Member
Melody Bolduc, District 7

Q: Last month, we discussed a school
arrival/dismissal safety meeting you
were attending with various stake-
holders following the traffic visits you
made to Mandarin schools. Do you
have any updates from that meeting?

A: The meeting was very successful and
productive. Almost all of our princi-
pals were able to attend, in addition

to Councilman Michael Boylan and
representatives from the Public Works
department and the Jacksonville Sheriff’s
Office (JSO).

Q: Were any agreements reached?

A: The JSO officer in attendance was
shocked when we presented our find-
ings from our traffic visits as to people
driving across the grass and sidewalks as
well as making illegal u-turns. He agreed
to step up patrols around our Mandarin
schools. The head of traffic engineering
for the City of Jacksonville also agreed
to certain safety measures, including
changing out some of the pedestrian
walk signals to an audible countdown.
He also agreed to paint crosswalks in
some areas, including one across the
Mandarin High School entrance on

school property.

Q: Are there still some outstanding

safety enhancements you would like
to see?

A: One thing I requested had to do
with the fact that right now our middle
schools and high schools have basically
no safety support. There are no school
zones or crossing guards at middle or
high schools and I've requested both for
them. We have 25 traditional middle
schools and 15 traditional high schools
in Duval County out of a total of 157
traditional schools, so it’s not really a
huge increase in number.

We learned that apparently the rea-
soning years ago when the decision
was made to exclude middle and high
schools was that these students don't
obey rules anyway. We stuck up for
our older kids and disagreed. In fact,
sometimes they follow the rules better
than adults!

So our request for school zones and
crossing guards at all schools is being
reviewed. I would say that overall, some
good came from the meeting and I am
hopeful that more good will come.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at BoldueM@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904)
390-2375.

Wrapping up the 2024 - 25 school
year at Mandarin Oaks

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Resource teachers rocked it out in
May and April. Coach Carol Butler
received the 2025 Wellness Ambas-
sador of the Year for Duval County
Public Schools. It was a no-brainer
as she coordinated the Kids Heart
Challenge, the Junior River Run for
Mandarin Oaks students, host hands
on CPR training and coordinator for
student and faculty flu shots, just

to name a few. She was agreed to be
slimed by students for the top fund
raisers.

Mandarin Oaks cont. on pg. 8

Photo courtesy Debbi Scarbrough
ESE students used Zot Artz adaptive art materials to cre-
ate artin a room filled with black lights.

CATARACIRAWARENESSIMONTH

In the United States, an estimated 24 million Americans

age 40 and older are affected by cataracts. By age 75, nearly

half of all Americans have, or have had, cataracts.

. Ifyou're noticing cloudy or blurry vision, distorted colors, c
' halos around lights, or trouble seeing at night, it’s time to

schedule your comprehensive eye exam.

MANDRIN | ORANGE PARK | FLEMING ISLAND | MIDDLEBURG | RIVERSIDE

Schedule your appointment today:

-

Physicians & Surgeons

904.272.2020
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Mary Eyler, special education
teacher at Crown Point Elemen-
tary School, was born and
raised in Amman, Jordan. She
attended very structured, all-
girls Catholic schools. Her
father was in the Jordanian
Army, and upon his retire-
ment, agreed to his sister’s
request to join her and other
family members by immigrat-
ing to the United States. Mary
had just graduated from high
school and when she moved with
her family to Jacksonville, she found
it to be so different from what she had
experienced growing up in Jordan. “It
was really a culture shock,” she said.
With plans of becoming a dentist,

she graduated from the University

of Florida with a bachelor’s in liberal
arts and sciences. During a break after
her graduation, she began substitute
teaching at Pine Forest Elementary. She
enjoyed it so much that she shelved her
plans to be a dentist and went to the
University of North Florida to earn her
teaching certificate. She has worked

in Duval County Public Schools for

37 years and will retire at the end of
this school year. She lives in Mandarin
with her husband of 27 years, James
(“Jamie”). They have three children,
daughter Erin, a nurse at Mayo;
daughter Gabriella, a social worker;
and James Jr. (“Jay”), a student at the
University of Central Florida.

Q: What was the culture shock like
when you first moved to Jacksonville
from Jordan?

A: The biggest shock to me was seeing

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com
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Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates):
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

* NemelzDer

-

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler
Mary Eyler

people jogging and elderly people rid-
ing bikes. Those things didnt happen
in Jordan. In Jordan, girls didn’t have
the freedom to ride bikes or meet up
with their friends. We stayed home and
helped the family and did chores. Also,
the stores here, like Pic ‘N’ Save, were
so big!

Q: How did you transition from your
goal of being a dentist to becoming a
teacher?

A: When I found out there were girl
dentists in the United States, I decided
to become one because I liked science.
After I earned my degree, I wanted a
break from college because I was also
working while taking classes. But soon
I wanted something to do, so I started
substitute teaching and found I loved
working with the kids. I especially
liked working with the ESE students
because I found that I could make a
difference.

Q: What grades have you taught and
how did you come to work at Crown
Point 25 years ago?

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

A: I have taught all the elementary
grades and even taught sixth grade at
Mandarin Middle School. I came to
Crown Point after Twin Lakes Acad-
emy Middle opened and they didn’t
need all of us ESE teachers at Man-
darin Middle. When I first started
at Crown Point, [ worked at a new
program they had called STAR for
a couple of years. Then I started
working in a self contained set-
ting for ESE and now work in an
inclusion setting.

Q: What is your favorite part
about being a teacher?

A: Being with the kids and building
relationships with them. I want them
to know I care about them and want
the best for them. I also want them to
do their best. I work with small groups
and when the students make progress,
it melts your heart. They gain confi-
dence and that is what keeps me going.

Q: What challenges do you face in

education?

A: There are so many these days. First
is time. There’s not enough of it to do
everything we need to do, like lesson
plans, grading, and paperwork. Also a
lot of kids are reading below grade level
and we work with them at school, but
it is crucial for parents to read to their
children and with them so that they
can build a love for reading. Finally, we
have such a teacher shortage. If we had
more teachers, we could have smaller
class sizes, which allows the teacher to
do more with each student.

Q: What are your retirement plans?

A: I don’t have many plans right now.

I want to take time to relax. I'd like

to spend more time gardening and
reading and I really want to travel to
London to see my brother. Also, my
dream is to take my family back to visit
Jordan one day.
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Briefs cont. from pg. 2

school Tyler Hodges said the state-of-
the-art lab, which opened last fall, is
designed with collaboration and creativ-
ity at the forefront, providing educators
and students an unmatched setting for
specialized, hands-on and project-based
learning in robotics and engineering.

Photo courtesy River Garden

Shad Robotics Lab dedicated

Bolles’ associate head of school Andrew
Forrester kicked off the intimate event
honoring the Shad family by acknowl-
edging the three generations that have
walked the halls of Bolles and the Bar-
tram School for Girls, including Harold
“Mike” Shad III ’64, Jennie Shad 65
Bartram, Harold “Bill” Shad IV 91,
Piper Moyer-Shad ’91, Jack Shad ’93,
Lori Shad ’92 and Scott Shad ’01. Three
of the Shad grandchildren, who are cur-
rent students at Bolles — Michael Shad
’26, Jane Shad '29 and Harper Shad ’31
— beamed with pride throughout the
program and stopped to take pictures
with the new signage now installed
outside of the lab.

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS!

Advertise with
Mandarin NewsLinel

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

tal Associales

[ R R e e

Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223
Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q Adult Dentistry:

(904) 886-4867

We offer
?in'r Pediatric Dentistry
7% Family Dentistry

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

& www.nemetzdental.com



Page 8 | Mandariji% w2e June 2025

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

DIPS AND FLIPS WORD
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

1 . Dr. Jessica Proctor
aYymanaa ; . .
1T “For Bright Florida Smiles”
P y ;I 'I' L B
EEHfISTII”f 904-268-7552
www.MandarinSouthDentistry.com
CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Computer manufacturer 33. Sesame 1. Creative expression 29. Type of plane
5. Noted space station 38. Forbid 2. Fiber from the outer husk 34. Pitching stat
8. Kurt Russell film “Captain”  41. A way to explain of a coconut 35. Pointed end of a pen
11. Automaton 43. Not around 3. City in ancient Syria 36. Pro sports league
13. Everyone has one 45. Evoke or suggest 4. College army 37. Body part
14. Incline from the vertical 47. Ancient kingdom near Dead S 5. More disturbed 39. Inoffensive
15. Fights 49. Dekameter 6. Pays no attention to 40. Yellowish cotton cloth
16. Dunn & Bradstreet (abbr.) 50. Fencing sword 7. Restored 41. Feline
17. Finishes off 55. “Luther” actor Idris 8. Competitions 42. Does not tell the truth
18. Places to store things 56. Affirmative (slang) 9. Lyric poems 44. Set out to attract
20. Dutch painter Gerard 57. Afflicted 10. Famed American lawman 45. Spiritual leader of a Jewish
21. Smaller quantity 59. One point north of northeast 12. Expression of disappointment congregation
22. There’s a North, South 60. Born of 14. Scars 46. Abba __, Israeli politician
and Central of these 61. Arabic name 19. Satisfy 47. Repair
25. In an early way 62. Hong Kong food stall: 23. Central European river 48. Genus of flowering plants
30. More spacious pai dong 24. Brass instrument 51. Tributary of the High Rhine
31. Short-term memory 63. Not the start 25. One who gets paid to perform 52. Prejudice
32. One who possesses 64. Post 26. Propel with oars 53. C. European river
27. Long period of time 54. Restrain
28. Woman (French) 58. Father
O BE@ 2O ,kOX L+ AC FLPH\N A 2RS
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ
WORDS
Uu L A
E S S AIRTIME T — — — E— — — —
ANGLED B3 @ §2 % & w= ~ * -+
K 0 U ASCEND
W G H BANKING Solve the code to discover words related to roller coasters.
L R C BARREL ROLL Each number(zti)r:;felsg’(;r;ds to a letter.
K A G BOOMERANG )
C B T BRAKES
CAMELBACK
R B T COASTER A. 18 24 1 1 22
N A W COBRA ROLL ) .
N R I CORKSCREW Clue: Velocity
CURVES
D S S DIVE
S V T DROP B. 2 1 14 25 2 26
M W E ELEVATED .
vV 6 R FLOORLESS Clue: How tall
P L F GRAB BARS
INVERSION
OV S LAUNCH C. 26 6 11 3 23 18
K W C LOOPS Clue: Rails
A K S STANDUP
T D F TURNAROUND
TWISTER
M oA C TWISTER D. 11 4 9 18 1 4 1 5 26
Clue: Diversion

Community
Marketplace Call

(904) 886-4919 for
advertising rates

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE
Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST

Over 35 Years Exp.
FL-5456A

o Tree Preservation ¢ Plant Health Care o Insect & Disease Treatments

ucensen (904) 268-1017

www.shipstree.com

INSURED

Py E——
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pec1ahzmg in &omeowner Improvements
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Over years
EXPERIENCE

PRESOURE
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LAWN MAINTENANCE SERVICE

For afree quote call Greg @ (904) 207-0147

Serving SE Jacksonville and Northern St Johns County
Licensed and Insured

Driveways +Walkways

*Pavers
+Patios

*Goncrete Removal
+Driveway Extension

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of

the homeowner since 2002

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call for more info! (904) 886-4919
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Debbie Scarbrough, the visual arts
teacher, held a Glow Art event for all
of the ESE students. Students used
the new Zot Artz adaptive art ma-
terials to create art in a room filled
with black lights. The materials were
provided through her fellowship with
Jacksonville Public Education Fund
and the Cindy Edleman Foundation.
Students rolled their wheelchairs cre-
ating designs all over the floor while
other students used pogo stamp poles
to add designs. Each student took
home a piece of the art they created.

Beth Martelli and Jeff Royal, Man-
darin Oaks’ music teachers, had their
spring M2 (M-square) show on May
8. M2 consists of students in fourth
and fifth grade. There wasn’t a dry eye
in the house during the performance
of “Over the Rainbow” and “For
Good.”

Next year promises to be an exciting
one with the school’s theme: “Build-
ing Our Futures at MOE.”

Visit
us online!

WWW.
floridanewsline.
com




Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

!10LD GUITARS WANT-
ED!!' GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930’s
to 1980's. TOP DOL-
LAR PAID. CALL TOLL
FREE 1-866-433-8277

SunSetter. America's
number one awning!
Instant shade at
the touch of a but-
ton. Transform your
deck or patio into
an outdoor oasis. Up
to 10-year limited
warranty. Call now
and SAVE $350 to-
day! 1-855-914-1148

Portable Oxygen
Concentrator May
Be Covered by
Medicare! Reclaim
independence and
mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
877-305-1535

Inflation is at 40 year
highs. Interest rates

are way up. Credit
cards. Medical bills.
Car loans. Do you
have $10k or more in
debt? Call National
Debt Relief and find
out how to pay off
your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what
you owe! Free quote:
Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for
cash as is! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy three
step process: Call,
get cash offer & get
paid. Get your fair
cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-844-877-5833

Don't let the stairs
limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal
solution for anyone
who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned
about a fall or wants
to regain access to
their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide to-
day! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins
take less than
60 seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your
family, your home,
your assets now
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

Job Finder June:

Become a CNA at River Garden! State license required. Provide compas-
sionate resident care while enjoying an excellent work environment,
industry-leading benefits and growth opportunities. Apply today! Visit
In-person or online at www.rivergarden.org/careers/

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as
one day. For a limited
time, waving all in-
stallation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply.
Subject to change
and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 6/30/25.
1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert system.
Whether you're home
or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

Replace your roof w/
the best looking &
longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie
Metal Roofs! 3 styles
& multiple colors
available. Guaran-
teed to last a life-
time! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off in-

stall + Additional 10%
off install (military,
health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular
- same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as
the largest carriers.
No long-term con-
tract, no hidden fees
free activation. All
plans feature unlim-
ited talk & text, start-
ing at just $20/mo.
Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most local
MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo
for 12 mos Stream on
20 devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, the most ad-

vanced debris-block-
ing gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Dental insurance
from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for
400+ procedures.
Real dental insurance
- not just a discount
plan. Get your free
Information Kit with
details! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Become a published
author. We want to
read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing
trusted since 1920.
Consultation, pro-
duction, promotion
& distribution. Call
for free author’s
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-

o

TERIEHOME.

Erie Roofing Since 1976

- 50% OFF

Installation

" FREEESTIMATE &

SCHEDULETODAY!
Call1.833.370.1234
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Trust the Nation’s #1Roofing Contractg
Award-Winning Roofing and Customer Servi

eriehome.com/erielicenses/

CALLTODAY!1.833.370.1234

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required.
Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placedon behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer
terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not be available in your area. If you call the number provided, you
consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affiliates and
service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review
our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. Al rights reserved. License numbers available at
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— Call today and receive a

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFér‘\WSTEE’

!_- WALK-IN TUE

1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Sp
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ranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a free 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator.
It's a power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW

HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need
a local expert pro-
vider that proudly
stands behind their
work. Fast, free
estimate. Financ-
ing available. Call
1-888-878-9091 Have
zip code of property
ready when calling!

Water damage
cleanup & restora-
tion: A small amount
of water can lead
to major damage
in your home. Qur

trusted profession-
als do complete
repairs to protect
your family and
your home's value!
Call 24/7: 1-833-887-
0117. Have zip code
of service location
ready when you call!

Gates of Olde Man-
darin Neighbor-
hood Garage Sale
June 20,21,22 9AM
-3PM. Mandarin Road
across from Publix.

As always, the weather plays a big part
in our gardening exploits. After very
dry conditions, in the second week

of May we finally had a few inches of
much needed rain. But as of mid-
May we're expecting near record high
temperatures, so irrigation is still on
my mind, and the hurricane season
begins officially on June 1.

I've spent weeks regularly dead-
heading coreopsis plants to encourage
more flowers, as they were a good
source of food for small bees and
other insects. It was gratifying to take
an early morning stroll and see those
bees still asleep on the open flowers.

Soil underpins everything, so when I
heard about biochar as a soil amend-
ment, I wanted to learn more. It is a
byproduct of processing carbon rich
waste from various sources. Producing
charcoal from wood is one example.
Depending on the waste material
being processed, the resulting biochar
has different characteristics. For more
information, see An Introduction to
Biochars and Their Uses in Agricul-
ture (https://tinyurl.com/2rvatdd3).

June in the Garden

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Basically, biochar can improve the
water-holding capacity of soil, thereby
reducing the leaching of nutrients,
and it encourages a biodiverse soil
biome (all of which contribute to a
healthier more productive soil). It
should be especially effective in sandy
soils, which can suffer from those
deficiencies; however, it isn’t an im-
mediate remedy as it remains in the
soil and works gradually over time.

Another article I found particularly
relevant is Soil Health and Fertility of
Florida-Friendly Edible Landscapes
(https://tinyurl.com/5n83mr8p).

If you have ever considered volunteer-
ing, you might like to join the ranks
of the Master Gardener Volunteers.
For a general description of the state-
wide scheme, see https://tinyurl.com/
mu8sucnr. In Duval County, applica-
tions will open in June. Classes will
be held every Tuesday morning in
September and October. For more
information or to get on the applica-
tion list, email Tonya Ashworth, our
Environmental Horticulture Agent, at

t.ashworth@ufl.edu.

‘ Jimmy's

Happy shrimp season! I hope you got
all your nets patched and other projects
done, because our summer fishing is in
full swing. From June through Decem-
ber, most years the river is blessed with
an influx of marine shrimp from the
ocean. The shrimp travel upriver past
Palatka, eating and growing as they go.
Later in the fall the shrimp begin to exit
the river to go back out to the ocean

to reproduce. There they are caught by
local shrimp boats and marketed as our
famous Mayport shrimp. Their upriver
and down river journeys are shadowed
by droves of fish taking advantage of the
seasonal bounty. For that reason, our
area fishing is closely tied to the shrimp.

As of right now our shrimp season runs
June — March. At least that is when

we can legally catch shrimp from the
river for food or bait. How do you
catch shrimp from the river? The most
common method involves a cast net. If
youre hesitant or not very experienced
throwing a cast net, shrimp are one of
the easiest things to catch with one. If
you're wanting to catch shrimp during
the daytime, I would highly recom-
mend a taped net. The tape around the
circumference of the net keeps the net
open as it sinks in deeper water. This is
important because during the day the
shrimp can be at depths of 20 feet or
more. An un-taped net would barely be
open after it sinks in water that deep.
At night shrimp move into shallow
water and the tape is less important.
You can buy an already taped net, or

Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Jimmy Tomazinis

you can add it to one by putting duct
tape around it or sewing chair webbing
around it. The webbing lasts longer and
is less messy but might take a little more
time depending on your sewing skills.

Any prominent drop offs will hold
shrimp during the day. The mouth of
Doctors Lake and the marker in front of
Club Continental are two well known
spots that will have boats throwing nets
around them most days. Shrimp will
congregate on specific depth contours
along the drop offs, so pay attention

to the depth you are in when throwing
for them and move deeper or shallower
to find the highest numbers of them.
Pve run out of words for this month

so more on shrimp next month. Tight
lines.
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Summer reading is back at
your Mandarin Libraries

By Jeremy Yates

mail@floridanewsline.com

Embark on a journey of creativity, read
fantastic stories and participate in fun,
art-themed activities for free, all sum-
mer long at your Library! Plus, kids and
teens can sign up for reading challenges
and earn free books. Read more at jaxli-
brary.org/summer.

Ready for special guest performances,
live animals, and more — happening
Live from the Library? Award-winning
S.T.E.M. author, Jennifer Swanson, will
show your kids how to write their own
books. Intended for ages five through
12, this program runs 11 a.m. — 12
p-m. on Thursday, June 12, at Man-
darin Library. Then, ClarK’s Critters is
back with their live reptile show for two
back-to-back performances at 2 p.m.
and 3 p.m. on Thursday, June 26, at
South Mandarin Library. Both animal
programs are made possible by the
Friends of the South Mandarin Branch
Library.

Kids and teens (aged nine through

17) looking to enhance their drawing
and illustration skills: Explore tradi-
tional and contemporary art styles with

professional artist and educator, Thony
Aiuppy, from 4 p.m. — 5:30 p.m. every
Monday in June (starting June 9) at
South Mandarin Library. Note: This
program is also made possible by the
Friends of the South Mandarin Branch
Library.

Teens (aged 12 — 17): Learn everything
from yarn bombing to mural design

in Teen Lab: Street Art, an eight-week
series running 11 a.m. — 12 p.m. every
Friday at South Mandarin Library.

Kids (aged nine through 12): This June
and July, take a trip to the PokéPalms
Resort, the ultimate summer getaway
for Pokémon trainers. You'll create cus-
tom souvenirs, play beachside games,
and more. Discover Lab: Pokémon
Concierge runs from 4 p.m. — 5 p.m.
on Wednesdays starting June 4 at South
Mandarin Library and 4 p.m. — 5 p.m.
Thursdays starting June 5 at Mandarin
Library.

Don't miss: Donuts with Dad from
10:30 a.m. — 12 p.m. on Saturday,

June 14, at the Mandarin Branch. This
Father’s Day activity is sponsored by the
Friends of the Mandarin Library.

Mandarin Rotary: 50 years of

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise &

Financial

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plague design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFP 7 CMFA ? CRPC®
Financial Advisor
Managing Director

904.380.2290

4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

community service

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Led this year by President Jim Johns,
the Rotary Club of Mandarin marks
its 50th year of continuous service

to our community. The club recently
held its fourth 5k Run for the Hungry
to raise funds for local food banks
with the help of local sponsors and ap-
proximately four hundred enthusiastic
participants who enjoyed a family
environment on a fast circuit shaded
by Mandarin’s beautiful oaks.

The Rotary Club of Mandarin has
also redoubled its mission to improve
accessibility, a team led by Rotarian
Louis Dunbar completed its 92nd
wheelchair ramp and recently set a
record, constructing five ramps in just
six days, enabling community mem-

EXPECT
MORE"

SOMETHING

Doesn’t it make sense to Reep your
car at the same place as your home?

Get auto and home insurance in one package policy,
with one payment, one claim and one deductible.

Simplify and save.
Contact me for a quote for PACKAGE INSURANCE.

Ask for a Licensed Insurance Agent

10991 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville FL 32223
(in Walmart) 904-437-5755

Coverage is subject to all policy terms, conditions, exclusions and limitations. Discounts and savings opportunities subject to eligibility requirements. Subject to underwriting requirements. Insurance
underwritten by one of the following companies: Auto Club Insurance Association, MemberSelect Insurance Company, Auto Club Group Insurance Company, Auto Club Property-Casualty Insurance
Company, Auto Club South Insurance Company, Auto Club Insurance Company of Florida, or non-affiliated insurance companies. ©2019 The Auto Club Group. All rights reserved. 19-IN-0140D LC 6/19

Photo courtesy Mandarin Rotary
Ateam of Rotarians led by Rotarian Louis Dunbar completed its 92nd wheelchair ramp.

bers with mobility challenges to main-
tain their independence and remain
active participants in the community.
These projects were possible through a
long-standing partnership with Heart
Felt Ministries, which generously
donated the lumber as part of its Fall
Prevention Program.

Mandarin Rotarians act locally,

but also foster international con-
nections, supporting hundreds of
children through feeding centers in
Alajuelita and Horquetas, Costa Rica.
In collaboration with 6:8 Ministries,
Rotarians, including Major Hard-
ing, Jim White, and Jim Matthews,
recently participated in hands-on
service projects in Costa Rica. This,
together with the club’s participation
in Rotary International’s efforts to
completely eradicate polio, demon-
strated a clear commitment to global
service and creating positive change
worldwide.

Other highlights of this Rotarian
year, which ends this month, were

the club’s collaboration with the
Mandarin Community Club for the
Mandarin Art Festival, its recognition
of the DCPS Teacher of the Year, and
assisting in the Mandarin Food Bank
Thanksgiving and Christmas distribu-
tions.

The Rotary Club of Mandarin meets
for breakfast every Tuesday at 7:30 a.m.
at the Ramada Inn on Hartley Road in
Mandarin. Visit mandarinrotary.org or
email John Meux at johnmeux@gmail.
com _for more information.

Ca11904.807.8744

for an appointment
today or scan

Appointments
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+ Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
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Jacksonville, FL 32223
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At Our Specialty Center:

* Dr. Evan Moody, Oral Surgeon

* Dr. Amber Sun, Pediatric Dentist

+ Dr. Bob Deason, Practice Limited Endodontics
* Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics

* Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics

* Dr. Haider Alramli, Periodontist
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Carnival fun at Crown Point

By Meghan White

mail@floridanewsline.com

On April 11, Crown Point PTA
held a spring carnival allowing stu-
dents to take some time off from
learning and have fun with their
families. With a $5 admission,
families enjoyed many exciting
activities, including a professional
balloon artist, professional face
painter, a mobile escape room, a
game truck, and two bounce hous-
es. One of the highlights was the
indoor table games where the kids
played to earn tickets, which they
could then use for prizes. Kona Ice
and four food trucks were on site
for parents to purchase dinner and
a treat to enjoy with their children.
A little more than 400 parents and
kids attended the event.

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
TO CHANCE

Photos courtesy Meghan White
The Chick-fil-A mascot with second grader Leslie, her mom, and
friends.

Mandarin Parkinson’s support
and exercise expands quickly

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com
What started last fall
with just eight partici-
pants in group leader
Katheryn Donaldson’s
home as an interest
meeting has become a
strong support system
group. Additionally,
exercise classes have
popped up all over
with more than 30 in
attendance.

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
[

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

« Housekeeping

e 24-hour security

o Delicious, chef-prepared dining options

« Fishing and boat docks

The Mandarin Parkin-
son’s Support group
meets the second
Sunday of every month and is booming
with exciting activities from learning
games, Bingo (scheduled for 10 a.m. on
Sept. 6), dinner outings, and informa-
tive speakers and presentations. The
support group meets at the Church of
Eleven 22 on Losco Road.

instructor and boxing coach. With aspi-
rations to add more exercise classes, her « Heated, outdoor swimming pool
only disappointment right now is find-
ing space for boxing or aqua locations in
the Mandarin area.

A wide range of important aging services
e And more!

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

Caregiver Conie Sherburn said, “My
husband has Parkinson's and I have
been struggling to get through to him
that he needs to keep moving. My
daughter and I went to the support
group to find help on what to say. We

Exercise is one of the few proven ways
to improve Parkinson’s symptoms and
slow the progression. Mandarin’s exer-

©

f’ Westminster

cise group now meets every Wednesday,
6 p.m. — 7 p.m. at Christ Church, 6045
Greenland Road; Thursday, 6 p.m. — 7
p.m. at Fruit Cove Baptist Church, 210
Ridgecrest Lane; and Sunday, 2 p.m. —
p.m. for boxing at Smiley’s Martial Arts
Academy in Orange Park. All of these
classes are free for those with Parkin-
son’s.

Leader Katheryn Donaldson is a certi-
fied group fitness instructor, certified
PWR (Parkinson’s Wellness Recovery)

Photos courtesy Katheryn Donaldson

got a lot of information and felt like
part of a family.”

All caregivers and those with Parkinson’s
are invited to check out the support
group and the exercise classes. Visit
www.jaxhopeinc.org for more informa-
tion.

Woods

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL
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Barcelona ranks as one of Spain’s

top tourist destinations — for good
reasons. This dynamic Mediterranean
city of more than 1.6 million residents
offers a rich blend of architecture,
culture, history, and food.

Gaudi's Barcelona: The city’s most
iconic landmarks are the creations of
hometown superstar architect Antoni
Gaudi. His whimsical, imaginative
style defines much of Barcelona’s archi-
tecture.

The crown jewel is La Sagrada Familia,
the still-unfinished basilica that has
become a symbol of the city. Construc-

Barcelona Travel Tips: Gaudi, Gothic
Charm, and Culinary Delights

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

tion began in 1882 and continues to
this day, with projected completion in
the late 2020s. The Nativity fagade re-
sembles a drippy sandcastle, with intri-
cate sculptures of people, animals, and
biblical scenes. The Passion fagade is
stark, angular, and emotional — con-
veying the suffering of Christ. Be sure
to book tickets well in advance; they
sell out. Personally, I'd skip the tower
tour — the views were mostly blocked

by scaffolding.
Next is Park Giiell, another Gaudi

masterpiece, located on a hill above
the city. While the park is stunning
— with colorful mosaics, serpentine

benches, and fairytale-like build-

<

Park Guell with a gingerbread style house.

ings — it can be hard to reach.
Unless you enjoy long uphill
climbs and staircases, take a taxi

or public transport. You can tour a
former Gaudi residence and others
looking like Hansel and Gretel
gingerbread cottages. My per-
sonal favorite Gaudi creation? Casa
Vicens, the first house he designed
in Barcelona. Originally a summer
home, it’s a delightful mix of color,
pattern, and Moorish-inspired fan-
tasy. It’s less crowded than his more
famous works, and the audio guide
is excellent — just bring your own
earbuds.

Music and Architecture: If you
have time, attend a concert at the
Palau de la Musica. If not, take the
guided tour. Built in 1908, this Art

Nouveau concert
hall feels like it was
constructed yester-
day, thanks to its
brilliant design and
restoration. Ex-
pect stained glass,
mosaic tiles, and
ornate sculptural
details — truly one
of the most beauti-
ful performance
spaces I've ever
seen.

Culinary High-
lights: Foodies

should consider

a hands-on experi-

ence at the Barcelona

Cooking School. My class included
traditional dishes like tomato-rubbed
bread, chicken paella, and a silky Span-
ish crema, similar to créme briilée.
Before class, we toured the fabulous
Boqueria Market — a vibrant explo-
sion of color, smells, and flavors. I only
wish I'd discovered it earlier!

Neighborhood Strolls: Las Ramblas,
the city’s famous pedestrian boulevard,
is lined with shops, cafés, and street
performers. Though it can be touristy,
it’s a fun stroll. The Gothic Quarter is
a maze of medieval lanes, tucked-away
plazas, and Roman ruins. While I
skipped the interior of the Barcelona
Cathedral, the exterior is breathtaking,
especially when lit up at night. Nearby,
check out the Picasso Museum, home
to hundreds of early works that show a
different side of the famous artist. Also
consider the Museum of the History of
Barcelona where you can walk through
underground Roman ruins.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Dramatic mountains of Montserrat.,

Day Trip: Montserrat: One of my
favorite experiences was a day trip

to Montserrat, a jagged mountain
range about an hour outside Barcelona.
A cogwheel train took us up to the
monastery complex and the Basilica of
Montserrat, home to the revered Black
Madonna statue. Note: If you want to
get up close to the Madonna, you'll
need a timed ticket — I didn’t have
one, so I viewed her from below the al-
tar. Afterward, my tour included lunch
and a wine tasting at a centuries-old
vineyard. The views of the Catalonian
countryside were the perfect contrast
to the buzz of the city.

What I Missed: I didn’t have time

to visit (and wish I had), Montjuic,
the hill above the city with its Magic
Fountain show, Olympic venues, or
Barcelona’s beaches.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s sto-
ries and travel tips.

Baptist Medical Center South:
Celebrating 20 years
of exceptional care.

From delivering babies to heart and Q,O\CAL CE/V)
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cancer care, Baptist Medical Center
South is the hospital the community
has trusted for two decades. Baptist
South ranks among the top hospitals
in the nation for safety and patient
experience, with:

* Maternity care that moms choose most, delivering
3,036 babies in 2024!

* 24/7 ER for adults and children

* Specialists in 30+ areas of expertise

* Innovative care including robotic surgery

Thank you for trusting us with your most important asset —
your health. We're honored to care for our community and to
be the most preferred health care provider in the region.

To find a doctor near you,
call 904.202.4YOU.

Baptist Medical Center South -I
14550 Old St. Augustine Road LN

Jacksonville, FL 32258 BAPTIST

Interstate 95 Exit 335 HEALTH

© Baptist Health 2025




