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TPC Storytellers love showing off course and clubhouse

	 Sea turtle season   cont. on pg. 9

Protect 
hatchlings:  
Sea turtle 
nesting season 
begins May 1

Photo courtesy St. Johns County Environmental 
Division

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Sea turtle nesting season officially 
begins May 1, and the Ponte 
Vedra Sea Turtle Patrol is call-
ing on all beachgoers to be good 
neighbors to these ancient marine 
reptiles by following a few simple, 
turtle-friendly tips.

“Florida’s Atlantic Coast is a 
vital nesting ground for over 75 
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When visitors from Missouri and Mas-
sachusetts visited Ponte Vedra Beach one 
recent day, volunteer storyteller Tobey 
Jones gave them a free tour of the TPC 
Clubhouse, followed by a golf cart ride 
out to holes 16, 17, and 18 of the Sta-
dium Course.

Excited to see iconic portions of a course 
they’d only seen on T.V. during coverage 
of THE PLAYERS Championship, they 
peppered Jones with questions, posed for 
pictures, and by the end of the hour-long 
tour had obtained a fun education about 
the history of the course, the clubhouse, 
and the championship.

“It’s a privilege for us to be able to show 
it all off,” says Jones. “Interesting people 
come here from all over the world, and 
they want to see holes 16, 17, and 18. 
I’ve been doing this for 12 years. I love it 
because of the people I meet.”

Storyteller Captain Fred DiBiase says 
there are currently 46 active Storytellers 
and on average each works three four-
hour-long shifts a month. Tours are open 
to anyone, beginning at the top of every 
hour from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., seven days a 
week year-round.

The Storytellers were created in 2007, af-
ter dedication of the 77,000-square-foot 
Mediterranean-style clubhouse that re-
placed the course’s original much smaller 
and modest one, DiBiase says. “Billy 
Dettlaff, with the PGA TOUR, came up 
with the idea. He wanted to add to the 

magic of the Stadium Course by giving 
tours of the magnificent clubhouse.”

The history that the storytellers bring 
to life is displayed in photographs along 
the walls of the clubhouse’s first floor 
hallways.

Jones started his tour for Massachusetts 
visitors Michael and Carmen Zappala, 
and Missouri visitors Mary and Craig 
Sengel, in front of a 1980 photo of golf 
course architect Pete Dye and then-PGA 
TOUR Commissioner Deane Beman 
exploring the area where the Stadium 
Course was to be. Jones then pointed to 
photos depicting the 415 acres that the 
local Fletcher family sold to The TOUR 
in February 1979 for one dollar, with 
the understanding that The PGA TOUR 
would be headquartered in Ponte Vedra 
Beach.

“That one dollar check was never cashed 
because it’s hanging on the wall,” he said, 
pointing to the framed artifact.

Photos courtesy Maggie FitzRoy

TPC volunteer storyteller Tobey Jones gives recent visitors a tour of the clubhouse.

TPC volunteer storyteller Tobey Jones gives recent visitors a golf cart tour of the Stadium Course. 
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Are you ready to take charge of your health? Finding a primary care doctor 

you trust is a good first step. Primary care doctors are often the first to 

notice subtle signs before they become serious. And with more than  

200 physicians conveniently located throughout the area, 

Baptist Health can help you find one who’s just right for you.

We’re here for you!  
Book an appointment today  

by calling 904.202.4YOU  
or scan the QR code below. 

 

Looking for  
a new doctor 
who’s just  
right for you?

Keep your health  
on the right track.

© Baptist Health 2025Baptist Primary Care physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Primary Care, Inc.

Other photos on the tour included pictures 
of the 17th hole under construction. Jones 
explained that Pete Dye’s wife, Alice — also 
a golf course architect — came up with the 
idea for the famed island hole, pointing out 
pictures of Alice, Pete, and their German 
Shepherd, Sixty.

Some photographs, and a large painting 
based on one of them, illustrate the excite-
ment of the first Players Championship 
held on the Stadium Course in 1982. Jerry 
Pate won, and by prior arrangement with 
some of the other players, pushed Pete Dye 
and Deane Beman into the lake at the 18th 
hole during the award ceremony.

“The course was very challenging, and a lot 
of the big-name pros didn’t make the cut 
on Friday,” DiBiase says. “They complained 
and made a pact to make the architect pay 
for it.” 

All in good fun, obviously, because a laugh-
ing Jerry Pate ended up in the water, too. 

All the storytellers have different stories, 
DiBiase says, but all also follow the history 
laid out in a manual created by Dettlaff.

There is a waiting list for people interested 
in becoming storytellers. Volunteers are 
interviewed, go through training, then 
shadow experienced storytellers until they 
are ready to go out on their own. Storytell-
ers often receive tips, which go to local 
charities. 

“The Storyteller Annual Awards Com-
mittee selects four to five charities a year, 
which are presented annually in early De-
cember,” DiBiase says. “Last year we gave a 
record $38,000.” 

TPC Storytellers  cont. from pg. 1

By Lourdes Mederos, UF/IFAS
mail@floridanewsline.com

Risky human behavior, not aggres-
sion by alligators, is the leading cause 
of alligator bites, according to a 
groundbreaking study by scientists at 
the University of Florida and Cen-
tre College in Kentucky. Published 
in the journal “Human – Wildlife 
Interactions,” the research is the first 
to develop a ranking system that 
categorizes human actions immedi-
ately before an alligator encounter. 
Researchers found that in 96 percent 
of recorded incidents, some form of 
human inattention or risk-taking pre-
ceded the attack. The findings show 
how alligator bites are not random; 
they’re preventable.

The insights come at a time of year 
when alligator activity is ramping 
up. Mating season, which runs from 
April through June in Florida and 
the Southeast, brings more frequent 
movement and territorial behavior 
among alligators, making human 
awareness and safe practices even 
more essential.

“I wondered if crocodilians had an 
unwarranted reputation for attacks 
the same way snakes do,” said Mark 
Teshera, lead author of the study and 
a biology professor at Center College. 
“It was important to create a rank-
ing system for risky human behaviors 
because it showed that the over-
whelming majority of bites stemmed 

from some level of humans engaging 
in risky behavior in places where al-
ligators live. Therefore, we should not 
call these encounters ‘attacks.’”

To reach their conclusions, the 
team analyzed nearly three centuries 
of records from 1734 to 2021 on 
human-alligator interactions using 
the CrocBITE database, now called 
CrocAttack.org. The team then 
augmented that information with 
internet searches, literature review 
and communications with wildlife 
agencies. Each case was classified by 
the level of human behavior risk: no 
risk, low, moderate or high. 

Most bites occurred following mod-
erate-risk behaviors, such as swim-
ming or wading in areas known to be 
inhabited by alligators. The highest 
proportion of fatal bites occurred 
after high-risk behaviors, such as de-
liberately entering alligator-inhabited 
waters. In contrast, low and no-risk 
behaviors, like walking near water or 
simply being present on land, rarely 
resulted in attacks.

“The takeaway lesson from this study 
is that many bites can be prevented if 
humans are aware of their surround-
ings and minimize risky behaviors 
such as walking small pets near bodies 
of water or swimming where alliga-
tors are known to be present,” said 
Frank Mazzotti, professor of wildlife 
ecology at UF/IFAS Fort Lauderdale 

Research and Education Center (FL-
REC) and an author on the study. 

The most surprising finding was 
how high the percentage was for 
humans engaging in risky behavior. 
This indicates that humans, rather 
than alligators, are at fault in the vast 
majority of cases where bites occur, 
said Teshera.

The results emphasize that alligators 
aren’t seeking conflict, but they will 
respond when humans provide what 
scientists call an “attractive stimulus,” 
such as by splashing, swimming or 
entering alligator habitats. Although 
some bites happened without clear 
warning, in many cases, people 
unknowingly triggered the alligator’s 
natural response to defend itself or to 
hunt. 

Researchers stress that humans are 
entering the environment of a large, 
wild predator much like hikers enter-
ing bear country or swimmers in 
shark-inhabited waters and should 
assume some level of responsibility 
and attentiveness.

“By examining these risk categories, 
and some of the activities people 
were involved in immediately pre-
ceding a bite, we are hoping that it 
reminds the public how crucial it is to 
maintain a situational awareness in al-
ligator country, which will hopefully 

Risky human behavior, not aggressive gators, 
behind most alligator bites

	 Alligators  cont. on pg. 8
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions  
above before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw  

the BFF contest in Ponte Vedra NewsLine. Your pet could be our BFF  
of the month and appear in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!  

Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF
Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend

of the monthof the month

Breed: 

Australian Labradoodle

Favorite Activity: 

Playing ball with the neighborhood 

kids

Favorite Treats: 

Homemade peanut butter treats

Favorite Friend: 

His family

How did your BFF get their name?: 

We come from a family of Rs and it just 

fit in with the family

Meet  Rigley!
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Council on Aging offers interest groups at 
the COA Center at UF Health Nocatee. Meet-
ings are free and self-guided. Advance reg-
istration for clubs and meetings is required; 
email pbrunell@Stjohnscoa.com or call 
(904) 814-9407. Tuesday clubs include: Open 
Card Play, every Tuesday 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. and 
Caregiver Support Group, every Tuesday 1 
p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Wednesday groups include: 
Mah Jongg Meet-up, 1 p.m. – 3 p.m.

Palm Valley Market is held inside and 
on the grounds of the Palm Valley Com-
munity Center at 148 Canal Road, every 
Tuesday from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. The market 
offers organically grown produce, micro-
greens, eggs, grass-finished beef, all natural 
chicken, Mayport shrimp, prepared meals, 
preservative-free bread, honey, tea, natural 
skincare, custom jewelry and soy candles. 
Visit the Palm Valley Market Facebook page 
for more information.

2nd:  The Savvy Job Hunters Min-
istry of Christ Episcopal Church 

will host a free virtual workshop, “Overrid-
ing Résumé Robots Applicants Tracking 
Software Systems” on May 2 from 10:30 a.m. 
– 12 p.m. Learn how to optimize your résumé 
for success in your job search and make it 
past the résumé robots. The workshop will 
be presented by Audra Larsen, University of 
North Florida Senior Career Counselor, Ca-
reer Services. Email pottesen66@gmail.com 
to receive the Zoom link. All are welcome to 
attend.

3rd:  Wellness events at Saw-
grass Village will be held every 

Saturday in May from 10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Hosted by Mind Body Social, all events are 
free and open to the community. Events 
include wellness classes such as yoga and 
barre, all held on the lawn in front of ABC 
Liquors. Visit https://mbs.events/sv/ for 
more information and to register.

6th:  Vicar’s Landing monthly Bou-
tique Sale will be held Tuesday, 

May 6 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. at 1000 Vicar’s 
Landing Way. The sale includes framed art, 
antiques, household furnishings, and many 
$1 knick-knacks. The public is welcome. 
Checks or cash only please. The Vicar’s 
Employee Scholarship Fund receives all the 
proceeds. Call Beverly Webb at (904) 315-
2610 for more information.

6th:  Bingo will be held at THE PLAY-
ERS Community Senior Center, 175 

Landrum Lane, on Tuesdays from 1 p.m. – 2 
p.m. for four weeks beginning Tuesday, May 
6. Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659 
for more information and to register.

6th:  Purely Social hosted by Ponte 
Vedra Woman’s Club will be held 

on Tuesday, May 6 from 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
at Palm Valley Outdoors, 377 S. Roscoe Blvd. 
The event is free for members and $10 for 
guests. Visit www.pontevedrawomansclub.
com for more information and to register.

7th:  Coastal Friends will host 
archeologist Richard Eason at the 

monthly luncheon on May 7 from 11 a.m. – 
1:30 p.m. at Marsh Landing Country Club. The 
luncheon is open to members, guests and 
the community. The cost to attend is $25. 
Reservations must be made in advance by 
contacting bartshar@comcast.net as soon 
as possible. 

10th: NE Florida Sisters in Crime 
will host Jason Futch, who will 

share his journey from student to cold-case 
authority, on May 10 at 10:15 a.m. at the Ponte 
Vedra Beach Branch Library. Bring your cof-
fee and bring a friend; the group welcomes 
misters and sisters to learn about writing, 
promoting, and enjoying crime fiction. Visit 
nefloridasistersincrime.org for more informa-
tion.

13th: Dr. Gerson Yessin Music 
Series Presents the Grass 

Menagerie at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library on May 13 from 6:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m. 
The concert’s instrumentation lends itself to 
strict bluegrass rooted music, but the music 
selection takes it to another level by includ-
ing jazz, pop, rock and country covers. Doors 
open at 6 p.m. The concert is free and is 
sponsored by the Friends of the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Branch Library.

15th: Free Tech Help with David 
will be held on Thursday, May 

15 from 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at the Ponte 
Vedra Beach Branch Library. Drop in for tech 
assistance with your Android, Apple, and 
Reader devices; no RSVPs required. Visit 
sjcpls.org/branches/ponte-vedra-beach-
branch/ for more information.

15th: St. Johns County Republican 
Party District 4 monthly meeting 

will be held on the third Thursday of each 
month (this month, May 15) at 6:15 p.m. at 
Palm Valley Community Center, 148 Canal 
Blvd. Visit stjohns.gop for more information.

20th: Friends of the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Library will host speaker 

Rona Brinlee, whose topic will be “What 
Should I Read Next,” in the FOL Room at the 
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library on May 
20 at 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 6 p.m. Brinlee 
is the owner of the BookMark book store in 
Neptune Beach, which will celebrate its 35th 
birthday this year. 

20th: “The Claire Project,” practi-
cal ways to prevent falls, will be 

the topic at THE PLAYERS Community Senior 
Center, 175 Landrum Lane, on Tuesday, May 
20 from 11 a.m. – 12 p.m. Kris Wilson, oc-
cupational therapist and owner of Modified 
Independence, will present ways to modify 
a home for safer living. Contact Suzanne 
Duvall at (904) 209-3659 for more informa-
tion and to register.

21st: Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club 
general meeting and dinner will 

be held on Wednesday, May 21 at 5:30 p.m. 
at Marsh Landing Country Club. The program 
will be the club’s annual charity and check 
scholarship presentations. The cost of the 
dinner is $35. Registration required; visit 
www.pontevedrawomansclub.com for more 
information.

21st: Hurricane Preparedness 101 
will be held on May 21 from 4 p.m. 

– 5 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library. This informative workshop will cover 
valuable insights and tips to safeguard 
a home and family during a hurricane. 
Presented by St. Johns County Emergency 
Management for attendees older than age 
18. Call (904) 827-6950 or or visit sjcpls.org 
to register.

24th: GTM Research Reserve will 
host its monthly Beach Cleanup 

on Saturday, May 24 from 9 a.m. – 11 a.m. No 
registration is required; meet at the Visitor 
Center, 505 Guana River Road in Ponte Vedra 
Beach where gloves and trash bags will be 
provided. Visit gtmnerr.org for more informa-
tion.

24th: Ponte Vedra Writers will 
meet on Saturday, May 24 at 

11 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library. Screenwriter Sharon Cobb will 
present a workshop on “How to Sell Books to 
Hollywood.” The meetings are free and open 
to the public. Visit www.floridawriters.org for 
more information.

29th: “How to Avoid Becoming 
Victim to Predatory Lending,” a 

free lecture by Megan Wall, St. Johns County 
Legal Aid, will be presented at THE PLAY-
ERS Community Senior Center, 175 Landrum 
Lane, on Thursday, May 29 from 11 a.m. – 12 
p.m. Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-
3659 for more information and to register.

What’s Happening in Ponte VedraWhat’s Happening in Ponte VedraMayMay Community Calendar

Caregiver burnout not only affects you and your family, but those you serve as 
well. If you’re a caregiver for someone aged 60 or older who resides in Northeast 
Florida*, you are likely eligible for FREE support through ElderSource’s Tailored 
Caregiver Assessment and Referral Program (TCARE).

Begin benefitting from TCARE’s: Now Accepting 
New Participants! •  Strategies that reduce root causes of burnout

•  Customized care plans designed for your needs
•  Connections to additional support resources 

904-391-6647  | CaregiverSupport@MyElderSource.org
*Serving Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia Counties Since 1974

Free Care For Caregivers 

Practice self-care and improve your effectiveness by contacting us today!

This publication sells out quickly.  
Call today to include your business!

Our annual St. Johns County School 
Directory will be distributed to students 

in all St. Johns County Schools when 
school starts in August. 

Call (904) 886-4919 today!

Deadline July 18.

Total circulation of more than 45,000!

2025 – 26 
St. Johns County  
School Directory

Coming Soon!
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Q: What’s the latest on the new 
schools under construction?

A: On April 23, we will hold a Top-
ping Off ceremony for the new K-8 
school in Seabrook (school “RR”). 
We’re excited that construction is 
moving along nicely; this ceremony 
marks the midway point of the 
school’s completion.

Q: Can you comment on the board’s 
recent Call to Action?

A: We had our first Call to Action to 
proposed legislation in about 10 years 
when we recently sent information 
to parents regarding the proposed 
state budget, which would reduce the 
amount of funding by about $7 mil-
lion to advanced programs like IB, AP, 
ACE, Career and Technical Education 
and dual enrollment. We’re very con-
cerned about this loss of funding that 
has been earmarked for these highly 
successful programs. Our hope is that 
these budget cuts will not go through 
and as our community knows, our 
school district has been very financial-
ly responsible with taxpayer dollars.

One other point: as our community 
knows, from time to time the state 
adjusts the school rating model and 
each time they do, our school district 
is first or second in the state. Basically, 
we have always risen to the occasion 
and we will continue to do so. 

Q: Should parents be registering 
their kindergarten and new students 
for next year?

A: Yes. Registering early allows us to 
ensure adequate staffing for next year. 
Also, PVPV/Rawlings, Ocean Palms 
Elementary, and Landrum Middle 
School will all have availability under 
controlled open enrollment. If you 

are interested in touring one of these 
schools, please reach out to the princi-
pal and they will be more than happy 
to arrange a meeting.

Q: Do you have any kudos to share?

A: District 4 has much to celebrate. 
The All-County Middle School Art 
Exhibit winners include: Honorable 
Mention for Brynlee McDonald, Palm 
Valley Academy, eighth grader, Draw-
ing; Second Place for Emma Odavar, 
Valley Ridge Academy, eighth grader, 
Digital Art and Photography. 

The 2025 Battle of the Books winner 
was Valley Ridge Academy, with stu-
dents Hannah Wierda, Mukil Kannan 
(Timekeeper), Keegan McCann and 
Elysse Shrestha (Captain).

Congratulations to Shii McDuff, 
guidance clerk from Valley Ridge 
Academy who was selected by the Ro-
tary Club of Ponte Vedra as the 2025 
Rotary Heroes Education Hero. 

Also, a big congratulations to Lisa 
Farese, Adult Volunteer of the Year 
from Ocean Palms Elementary who 
was also selected as the District Adult 
Volunteer of the Year. 

We have so many local education 
heroes in our community and it’s fun 
to celebrate them. This is truly what 
makes our district great — a com-
bined effort between the students, the 
teachers and the volunteers makes our 
schools unique and the core of our 
community.

Q: How can our readers contact 
you?

A: They can email me at kelly.bar-
rera@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

Q: Can you give an update on the 
A1A medians in Ponte Vedra Beach?

A: Now that it’s spring, we are working 
on cleaning the medians and add-
ing grass and flowers. We are trying 
to keep them looking neat and more 
manicured. We’d love to do more, but 
it’s important to point out that these 
medians have no irrigation and we are 
reliant on Mother Nature to water the 
plants.

Q: What is the latest with your pro-
posed tree ordinance?

A: We were lucky to get the tree 
proposal pushed forward at our March 
Board of County Commissioners 
meeting. It proposes to create more 
buffers and preserve more of the bigger 
trees, as well as longleaf pines, with 
some of the same regulations already 
in place in the northwest part of the 
county. We are discussing the rights of 
private property owners and what is 
fair, but honestly I’m looking at large 
tracts of development — especially 
clearcutting — not someone’s one acre 
lot. Staff will be bringing this back 
with requested changes in a couple of 
months for the board to discuss.

Q: Where do we stand with the 
Comprehensive Plan?

A: This has moved forward and we will 
have a red line version available for our 
review in May. I’m excited to see where 
this is going, because I’m looking 
forward to protecting agricultural land 

in the future and not developing as fast 
as we have been. We need to have the 
infrastructure — which includes not 
just roads, but also parks, utilities, fire 
stations and the like — caught up to 
where it should be before we continue 
developing our county. All five board 
members will discuss this at the May 
meeting. 

Q: Can you describe your proposed 
new committees?

A: Another goal of mine is a quality of 
life advisory committee. It would be 
cool to have a panel look at proposed 
projects and identify where quality of 
life would make a difference to our 
county. The goal here is to give people 
the opportunity to express themselves 
on how the county is developed. 

I’ve also proposed an agricultural 
advisory committee. We grow potatoes 
and other crops right here in St. Johns 
County and we don’t want to lose our 
food sources for the county, the state 
and the U.S. It’s sad to see our ag land 
becoming rooftops and solar panels, 
but I must acknowledge it’s private 
property. I just think it would be nice 
if we had some support and some 
incentives for farmers to keep contrib-
uting crops.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at bcc4k-
joseph@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 
679-2620.
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Q. With Public Service Recognition 
Week being held in May, what is an 
example of public service that often 
goes unnoticed?

A: One critical public service that often 
goes unnoticed is serving on a county, 
circuit, or federal jury. It is a vital civic 
duty that empowers local residents to 
uphold justice and protect citizens’ 
rights through fair and impartial trials.

Q. How does jury duty reflect public 
service?

A: Jurors play a direct role in protecting 
our rights and maintaining the integ-

rity of our courts. A jury is the voice 
of justice, ensuring our legal system 
remains fair, impartial and grounded in 
the will of the people. I would encour-
age residents to view jury selection as an 
opportunity to serve your community as 
an effective part of the judicial process.

Q: What is the role of the clerk’s office 
in jury management?

A: Our office manages the summoning 
and organizing of prospective jurors 
reporting for jury duty. More than 500 
jury summonses are issued each month 
to residents using information provided 

with St. Johns County  
Sheriff Rob HardwickQ A&

Q: May marks the four-year an-
niversary of the murder of 13-year-
old Tristyn Bailey in NW St. Johns 
County. How did this tragedy impact 
you personally?

A: I’ve been involved in numerous 
homicide investigations throughout 
my career. Tristyn’s murder was the first 
major case I was involved in as sheriff of 
St. Johns County and one of the most 
tragic I’ve seen.

Q: Do you have a relationship with 
the Bailey family?

A: They have become close personal 
friends to Kendell and me, and are part 
of our SJSO family. They are a phe-
nomenal family and are so involved in 
helping others in our community.

Q: How does SJSO partner with the 
Bailey family in the community?

A: Our Women Against Violent En-
counters (WAVE) team hosts self 
defense classes for women in collabora-

tion with the Tristyn Bailey Foundation. 
Additionally, we partner with the family 
to provide online safety presentations at 
locations throughout the county

Q: How do we find additional infor-
mation?

A: There are a number of websites to 
visit, including the Tristyn Bailey Foun-
dation (https://tbstrong.org/) as well 
as our website with information about 
WAVE (www.sjso.org/public-affairs/
wave). You can also follow SJSO on 
social media: @teamsjso.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions 
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. 
Also, our website, www.sjso.org has 
a wealth of resources, from alarm 
registration to Crime Stoppers to our 
Neighbors app.

by the Florida Department of Highway 
Safety and Motor Vehicles. Upon receiv-
ing the notice, those being summoned 
are welcome to check in online and 
may request excusals or deferrals based 
on their personal situation. The selec-
tion process begins with a large pool 
of names that are qualified and pared 
down to a panel of six to 12 selected 
jurors.

After a judge qualifies 50 – 100 prospec-
tive jurors, they are sent to the court-
room for a process known as voir dire, 
which involves questioning by the judge 
and lawyers. Throughout the process, 
our clerks work to ensure the process 
is efficient, effective, and not unduly 
burdensome.

Q. Why is the right to a jury trial 
important, and what responsibility do 
we have when called to serve as jurors?

A. The right to a jury trial is a fun-
damental cornerstone of America, 

enshrined in the U.S. Constitution to 
ensure that justice is not decided solely 
by government officials, but by a group 
of impartial peers. A jury of peers offers 
a fair and balanced verdict, safeguarding 
against potential bias or overreach by a 
single judge. When we’re called to serve, 
we share the responsibility of uphold-
ing this right for others. We should 
approach the role with integrity and 
fairness, striving to be the kind of juror 
we’d want to decide our own case if we 
were involved in a civil or criminal trial.

Q. How can people get in touch with 
you?  

A. For questions about jury duty, or 
the services we provide at the Clerk’s 
office, our Customer Care Call Center is 
available Monday – Friday, from 8 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. at (904) 819-3600, and by 
email at clerk@stjohnsclerk.com. I can 
also be reached directly on my cell at 
(904) 599-8688 or by email at BPatty@
stjohnsclerk.com.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

St. Johns County is launching a new 
video series, “Inside SJC,” aimed at 
educating, engaging, and empower-
ing residents and business owners by 
showcasing the county’s departments, 
services, and key initiatives. The video 
series will roll out strategically, with each 
episode focusing on timely topics for the 
community.

“Inside SJC” will provide an in-depth 
look at how the county operates, the 

resources available to residents, and the 
programs that contribute to making St. 
Johns County a vibrant and thriving 
community. From parks to libraries, the 
series will cover a wide array of subjects, 
offering viewers a comprehensive under-
standing of essential County services.

The first video, titled “Welcome to 
Inside SJC,” is now available on the St. 
Johns County YouTube channel. The se-
ries will be released monthly, with each 
video timed to coincide with relevant 

County aims to educate residents 
with new video series

SJC new video series  cont. on pg. 14
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Whether you’re missing out on pickleball, planting tulips, swinging a golf club, or just taking those early 
morning walks, the board-certified orthopaedic specialists with UF Health Orthopaedics can help you get 
back to living your best life. We have a history of being recognized for our award-winning care, including 
earning Healthgrades America’s 100 Best Orthopedic Surgery Award. Don’t live in pain or miss out on the 
activities that bring you joy when UF Health Orthopaedics can help get you moving again.

O F F I C E  L O C A T I O N S  I N 
N O C A T E E  •  P A L M  C O A S T  •  S T .  A U G U S T I N E

E X P E R T  O R T H O PA E D I C  C A R E

GET BACK 
TO YOUR LIFE.

Call 888.481.2135 or visit StJohns.UFHealth.org/ortho 
to make an appointment today.
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Briefs

235 Towerview Drive, St. Augustine, FL

Call (904) 569-7871 today 
to learn more!

You’ll love the maintenance-free lifestyle, ideal location 
at World Golf Village and peace of mind of a secure 
plan for the future. Our Life Plan Community o� ers:

• Formal and casual dining venues
•  Resident privileges on world class King & Bear 

and Slammer & Squire golf courses
•  Exclusive MyWLife program for whole-person 

well-being
•  A full continuum of supportive aging services, 

should your needs change
• And more!

DISCOVER A SECURE PLAN 
FOR YOUR FUTURE AT 

WESTMINSTER ST. AUGUSTINE

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Memory Care

“Before moving here, I had to 
weather several storms. I was 

alone and I was afraid. But here, 
I was not afraid. Feeling safe and 

secure made all the di� erence 
during the storm.”

Delores, Resident at 
Westminster St. Augustine

Clerk’s Office helps hundreds get back 
on the road during Operation Green Light  
The St. Johns County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court and County Comptrol-
ler’s Office has successfully concluded its 
participation in Operation Green Light, 
a statewide initiative aimed at helping 
residents reinstate suspended driver 
licenses and get back on the road.

Held from March 29 – April 12, 2025, 
this year’s event, designed to reduce 
financial barriers and support residents 
in paying off court obligations, had a 
meaningful impact on the community:

189 cases were paid in full, giving many 

individuals a fresh start.

16 drivers became eligible to have their 
licenses reinstated.

309 payment plans were set up to suc-
cessfully transition cases out of collec-
tions.

More than $84,000 was collected dur-
ing the event, satisfying outstanding 
court fees.

Brandon J. Patty, Clerk of the Circuit 
Court and County Comptroller, praised 
the turnout and outcome of the event. 
During Operation Green Light, clerks’ 
offices across Florida waive collection 

surcharges on overdue court fines and 
traffic tickets under Florida Statutes 
322.75.

For more information about Operation 
Green Light, or any of the other services 
available, the Customer Care Call Cen-
ter is available Monday – Friday, from 8 
a.m. – 5 p.m., at (904) 819-3600, and 
by email at clerk@stjohnsclerk.com.

Go hot on the trail of cold case crime at 
local writers’ meeting 
On Saturday, May 10 at 10:15 a.m. at 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library, 
Jason Futch will share his journey from 
student to cold-case authority at the lo-
cal monthly meeting of Sisters in Crime. 
All writers and readers interested in the 
topic are welcome to attend. 

As a criminal justice student at Florida 
Gateway College in Live Oak, Futch 
learned about the cold case of an un-
identified dismembered torso found at 
a local gas station in 1994. Intrigued, 
Futch followed the clues, interviewed 
people involved, and uncovered details 
never released to the public. He posted 
the information on Websleuths.com 
which, coupled with a poster from the 
National Center for Missing and Ex-
ploited Children, prompted the victim’s 
relatives to come forward, leading to his 
identification as Fred Paul Laster and 
the arrest of his killer in 2017. 

Futch has since helped police identify 
two previously unidentified cold case 
victims: a black teenager lynched in 
1983, and a 36-year-old man found 
dead along Interstate 75 in 1990. He 
also founded Suwannee Valley Unsolved 
(SVU), a Facebook page and nonprofit 
that helps solve  cold cases through an 
interactive map, road signs, and rela-
tionships with law enforcement and 
forensics personnel. 

Contact floridasistersincrime@gmail.
com for more information.

Newcomers group serves community
On March 20, nine members of New-
comers of the Beaches traveled to 
Lutheran Social Services in Jacksonville 
as part of the Volunteering /Community 

Services Activity. The ladies packed bags 
of food items for families experiencing 
emergency financial need and assisted 
clients with help loading the groceries 
into their cars. Participants said they 
found the work rewarding and hoped to 
assist again. 

On April 9, the group held its annual 
fashion show at the monthly luncheon. 
The venue was St. Johns Golf and 
Country Club and featured fashions 
from J McLaughlin Ponte Vedra Beach. 
The outfits and accessories were won-
derful and lunch was delicious. A good 
time was had by all, especially the win-
ners of the door prizes.

Visit http://newcomersofthebeaches.
com for more information. 

Archeologist to speak at Coastal Friends 
lunch
Coastal Friends will host Richard Eason, 
retired U.S. Foreign Service Officer and 
well- known lecturer at UNF’s OLLI 
program on history and archeology, as 
their guest speaker at the May 7 lun-
cheon. Eason’s popular adult education 
courses cover ancient discoveries such 
as the Tomb of King Tut, Troy, Machu 
Picchu and others. He explains in un-
derstandable ways how the development 
of the use of science and technology can 
identify and date these treasures.

The luncheon runs from 11 a.m. to 1:30 
p.m. and will be held at Marsh Landing 
Country Club, 25655 Marsh Landing 
Pkwy. It is open to members and guests, 
as well as the community. The menu 
will consist of Caesar salad, chicken 
with lemon beurre blanc, rice pilaf and 
mixed vegetables, and chef ’s choice for 
dessert.

The cost to attend is $25. Reservations 
must be made in advance by contacting 
the luncheon chairman at bartshar@
comcast.net as soon as possible.

Established in 1998, Coastal Friends is 
a social club comprised of women who 
live in Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee, 
Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach, 
Atlantic Beach, Jacksonville and the sur-
rounding area, and St. Augustine. Some 
of the activities offered are adventures 
and outings, book club, bunco, canasta, 
happy hour, lunch in, lunch out, mah 
jongg, samba and wine socials. Lun-
cheons are held on the first Wednesday 
of every month, except for July and 
August. New members are welcome 
throughout the year. Contact brooke-
meister@msn.com for more information 
on how to join.

decrease future negative encounters,” 
said Teshera.

 A better educated public and more 
creative messaging about how to stay 
safe in gator territory could prevent 
injuries and save alligator lives, too.

“Frequently, when the alligator re-
sponsible for the bite is identified, it is 
removed by authorities and euthanized, 
losing its life because of risky human 
behavior,” said Mazzotti.

The researchers recommend wildlife 
managers adopt diverse, targeted com-
munication strategies to promote safe 
behavior around alligators. Increased 
awareness, they say, could dramati-
cally reduce the number of bites and 
the need to euthanize alligators after 
attacks.

“Ultimately, the study underscores that 
situational awareness and informed 
choices, especially during recreational 
activities in alligator country, can help 
protect both people and wildlife,” said 
Mazzotti.

Alligators  cont. from pg. 2
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travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Get to KnowGet to Know  . . .. . . By Maggie FitzRoy

mail@floridanewsline.com 

Laura Burke

Get to Know . . .

Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at   
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Maggie FitzRoy

Laura Burke and her red tri Australian Shepherd, Joy.

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Sea turtle season  cont. from pg. 1

percent of the world’s population 
of Loggerhead sea turtles,” said Sea 
Turtle Patrol Permit Holders Sandy 
Stam and Colette Crone. “We also 
welcome Green, Leatherback and 
Kemp’s Ridley marine turtles to our 
shores. It’s up to us to share the sand 
responsibly and make sure their nest-
ing journey ends with a safe start for 
the next generation.”

Because most marine turtles lay their 
nests during the night hours, trained 
sea turtle patrol teams conduct daily 
morning surveys to monitor activity. 
When a patrol discovers a nest, it is 
triangulated by stakes and taped off 
to protect it. 

Beachgoers can do their part by re-
membering “Clean, Dark, Flat”:

Clean: Leave only footprints. Sea 
turtles search for a quiet and obstacle-
free space to make their nests. This 
means no plastic, toys or leftover 
chairs remaining on the beach after 
dusk. If it didn’t originate naturally 
from the ocean, it shouldn’t remain 
on the beach.

Dark: Lights out, turtles are out and 
about. Nesting females and hatch-
lings find the ocean by following the 
light of the moon — and flashlights, 
phones or bright building lights can 
lead them astray, often with fatal con-
sequences. St. Johns County enforces 
strict lighting rules to help keep their 
path clear and natural.

Flat: Your personal sandcastle or 
mighty hole to China might be a 
trap for a turtle. Before you leave, 
flatten sand sculptures and fill in 
holes. What’s fun for humans can be 
hazardous for a nesting mama or tiny 
hatchling.

If a sea turtle is seen nesting or a 
hatchling is discovered along the 
beach, report it to the permit holder 
listed on the nest marker or contact 
the Fish and Wildlife Conservation 
Commission.

Since moving to Ponte Vedra Beach 20 
years ago, Laura Burke says there are 
three ways people have come to know 
her.

“Everybody I know is by one or more 
of these three things,” she says. “I 
exercise with you, or I’ve helped you 
take care of your dog, or you’ve been 
on my faith journey.”

But you may have also spotted her at 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library, 
where she volunteers in Seymour’s Book 
Store on Wednesdays and helps orga-
nize book sales throughout the year. 
“I’m a voracious reader. I believe in 
libraries. I want children to love books 
and want to read,” she says. “The best 
part of retirement is giving back and 
one of the best ways you can do that is 
to volunteer in the library.”

Q: Where did you live before moving 
to Ponte Vedra Beach?

A: I came from Gulf Breeze, Florida, 
near Pensacola. I grew up in Bay Head, 
New Jersey — a Jersey Shore town a 
mile long and a mile wide. My parents 
moved to Ft. Lauderdale when I was 
a teenager and that’s where I finished 
high school. Then I went to college, 
college, college, college.

Q: How many college degrees do you 
have?

A: I have two Bachelor of Science de-
grees, one Master of Science, one Ed.S. 
(educational specialist) and then I went 

back to school to become a registered 
nurse. I like school, I like learning.

Q: What can you tell us about your 
experience in the health care field?

A: My master’s in science is in exercise 
physiology and after that I worked as 
an R.N. in a hospital. My specialty was 
orthopedics and neurology, caring for 
people with bone, muscle, and head 
injuries.

Q: What kinds of exercise do you do?

A: I play pickleball. I go to the gym to 
work on core strength. I take two-hour 
hikes with my red tri Australian Shep-
herd, Joy, where we go to the beach, or 
we go to the golf course at the Ponte 
Vedra Inn & Club before the golfers 
arrive. I also work out at a beach boot 
camp, where there are stations where 
you work on different components of 
fitness, including flexibility, strength, 
balance, core, and cardio. I also go on 
bicycle trips with my husband, Mike. I 
do not think you grow old gracefully if 
you do not move. Motion is lotion; rest 
is rust.

Q: Do you have a hobby?

A: Dog grooming. It’s a passion, not a 
business. My absolute favorite thing in 
the world to do is to teach somebody 
how to take care of their dog — regular 
care, including bathing and nails. I help 
people get the equipment they need to 
groom their own dog if they want to 
learn. I help people who have dogs that 
are very old and have anxiety.

Q: How did your love for dogs begin?

A: When I was in elementary school, I 
told my dad he should be arrested for 
child abuse because I was growing up 
without a dog and that wasn’t right. A 
month or so later he took me to see a 
litter of miniature white poodle puppies 
and said, “Go get you one.” It was such 
a blessing because I learned how to 
groom. Nobody was going to take care 
of my dog but me.

Q: How did you learn how to groom 
dogs?

A: We found a groomer who would 
let me stay and watch. Then in high 
school, I found a grooming shop where 
I could be an apprentice. On summer 
vacations during my college years, I 
worked in grooming shops and for vets.

Q: What can you tell us about your 
faith journey?

A: My life was a train wreck until I 
was in my thirties. Horrible relation-
ships, dangerous, reckless behavior. 
Then I ran into people who had so 
much joy and contentment and they 
had boundaries that brought them 
a more vibrant life. Those people 
brought me to Jesus, to faith, to a 
better life. I attend Beach Church, 
which is Christian, biblical, and 
community oriented. We are a service 
church to the community.
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By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Adult caregiving in the United States 
is a significant and growing responsi-
bility. In Florida alone, AARP reports 
that 2.7 million adults serve as unpaid 
family caregivers on top of their existing 
responsibilities. The growing complex-
ity of caregiving affects the caregivers’ 
own finances, health and well-being. As 
the Area Agency on Aging and the Ag-
ing and Disability Resource Center for 
Northeast Florida, ElderSource offers 
a free program aimed at relieving the 
stresses on local caregivers.

ElderSource’s Tailored Caregiver Assess-
ment and Referral Program (TCARE) is 
designed to prevent caregiver burnout. 
Program participants are paired with 
trained specialists that provide them 
with strategies to reduce root causes of 
burnout and develop care plans custom-
ized for each caregiver’s unique needs. It 
is completely free to participants, as the 
program is supported by a grant from 
the Humana Foundation.

TCARE has been a major lifeline for 
Northeast Florida families since 2021, 
helping more than 220 caregivers to 
date. Aside from direct support provided 
by trained specialists, the program also 
connects caregivers with community 
resources that best meet their needs. It’s 
a unique resource that enables caregivers 
to help loved ones age in place and delay 
nursing home placement, while also tak-

ing care of themselves. 

The relief experienced by those who 
participated in TCARE is evident in the 
program’s exit surveys. 

“Working with you has changed my life, 
it’s giving me a few hours off, which at 
77 I desperately need. Dementia is a 
24/7 job,” one participant noted anony-
mously. “Your assistance is priceless, 
amazing!”

Access to the free TCARE program is 
available to caregivers who are sup-
porting a loved one who is age 60 or 
older and resides in Baker, Clay, Duval, 
Flagler, St. Johns, Nassau or Volusia 
counties. ElderSource currently has 90 
free spots available in the program. Visit 
MyElderSource.org or call (904) 391-
6647 to learn more about TCARE and 
sign up.

ElderSource is a local nonprofit organiza-
tion designated by the state as the Area 
Agency on Aging and the Aging and 
Disability Resource Center for Northeast 
Florida. The agency provides information 
and referral resources for caregivers and se-
niors in Northeast Florida, reaching more 
than 12,000 people in its seven-county 
service area – Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, 
Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia. Programs 
and services are funded by federal, state 
and local grants as well as private dona-
tions and endowments.

Free resources available to ease caregiver stress
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The Gilded Age

AUTOS/MISC

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and 
Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 
100% tax deductible. 
Call  1-800-245-0398

HEALTH/MISC.

VIAGR A and CIAL IS 
USER S!  50  G ener ic 
Pills SPECIAL $119.00! 
Sh ippe d d iscre e t ly 
to your home. 100% 
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 800-709-30809

MISCELLANEOUS

!!OLD GUITARS WANT-
ED!! GIBSON, FENDER, 
MARTIN,  E tc .  1930’s 
to 1980’s .  TOP DOL-
LAR PAID. CALL TOLL 
FREE 1-866-433-8277

Do Not Run In AL Por-
table Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered 
by Medicare! Reclaim 
i n d e p e n d e n c e  a n d 
m o b i l i t y  w i t h  t h e 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 
877-305-1535	

Do Not  Run In:  OR , 
VT, WV Inflation is at 
40 year highs. Inter-
est rates are way up. 
Credit cards. Medical 
bi l ls .  Car  loans .  Do 
you have $10k or more 
in debt? Call National 
Debt Relief and f ind 
ou t  how to  pay o f f 
your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what 

you owe! Free quote: 
Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for 
cash as is! No repairs. 
No fuss. Any condition. 
Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash of-
fer & get paid. Get your 
fair cash offer today by 
calling Liz Buys Hous-
e s :  1 -84 4 -87 7-58 3 3

Do Not Run In OR & 
WA	  D o n ’ t  l e t 
the stairs limit your 
mobility! Discover the 
ideal solution for any-
one who s t ruggles 
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fal l 
or  want s  to  regain 
access to their entire 
home. Call AmeriGlide 
today! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take 
less than 60 seconds. 
Don’ t  wai t !  Protec t 
y o u r  f a m i l y ,  y o u r 
home, your assets now 
for as l i tt le as 70¢/
day! 1-84 4-591-7951

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel 
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in 
as little as one day. For 
a limited time, waving 
all installation costs! 
(Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change 
and var y by dealer. 
O ffer ends 6/30/25. 
1 - 8 4 4 - 5 0 1 - 3 2 0 8

Mo b i l eH e l p  A m e r i -
ca’s premier mobile 
medical alert system. 
Whether you’re home 

or away.  For safet y 
& peace of mind. No 
long term contracts! 
Free brochure! Cal l 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

Replace your roof w/
the best looking & lon-
gest lasting material 
steel from Erie Metal 
Roofs! 3 styles & mul-
tiple colors available. 
Guaranteed to last a 
lifetime! Limited Time 
Offer up to 50% off in-
stall + Additional 10% 
off  instal l  (mil i tar y, 
health & 1st respond-
ers .) 1-833-370-1234

C o n sum e r  C e l l u la r 
- same reliable, na-
t i o nw i d e  c o ve ra g e 
as the largest  car-
r iers .  No long-term 
contract ,  no hidden 
fees free activation. All 

plans feature unlim-
ited talk & text, start-
ing at  just  $20/mo. 
Cal l  1 -87 7-7 51-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Car-
r ies the most  local 
MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo 
for 12 mos Stream on 
20 devices at once. 
H B O  Ma x  i n c l u d e d 
for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) 
No contrac t or hid-
den fees!  Some re-
strictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Do Not Run In FL Wes-
ley Financial Group, 
LLC Timeshare Can-
c e l l a t i o n  E x p e r t s 
Over $50,000,000 in 
timeshare debt & fees 
cancelled in 2019. Get 
free info package & 

learn how to get rid 
o f  your  t ime share! 
Free consul tat ions . 
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-197 1

Bath & shower up -
dates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable prices 
- No payments for 18 
months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional 
installs. Senior & mili-
tary discounts avail-
able. 1-87 7-543-9189

D o  No t  Run  In  AK , 
A Z ,  ID,  MT,  ND,  NM, 
NV, SD Eliminate gut-
ter cleaning forever! 
LeafFi l ter,  the most 
a d v a n c e d  d e b r i s -
blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule free 
Leaf F i l ter  es t imate 
today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior 

& Military Discounts. 
Cal l  1 -83 3-610-1936

Do Not Run In MN, MT, 
NH, NM, RI, VT, WA	
Dental insurance from 
P hy s i c i a n s  M u t u a l 
Insurance Company. 
C overage for  4 00+ 
p r o c e d u r e s .  R e a l 
denta l  insuranc e  - 
not  just  a discount 
plan.  Get  your  f ree 
Information Kit with 
de ta i ls !  1 -855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus .com/ads #6258

Become a published 
author.  We want to 
read your book! Dor-
r a n c e  P u b l i s h i n g 
t rus ted s ince 1920 . 
C o n s u l t a t i o n ,  p r o -

duction, promotion & 
distribution. Call for 
f ree author`s guide 
1-877-729-4998 or visit 
dorranceinfo.com/ads

Pre p a re  f o r  p o w e r 
outages today wi th 
a  G e n e r a c  H o m e 
S tandby Generator. 
Act now to receive a 
free 5-Year warranty 
with qualif ying pur-
chase* Call 1-855-948-
6176 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It ’s 
not just a generator. 
I t ’s  a power move. .

SERVICE DIRECTORY

AG ING R O OF ?  NE W 
HOMEOWNER? STORM 
DAMAGE? You need a 
local expert provider 

that proudly stands 
behind  the i r  work .  
Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available.  Call 
1-888-878-9091 Have 
zip code of property 
ready when calling!

NEW PHONE NUMBER

Water damage clean-
up & restorat ion:  A 
small amount of water 
can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our 
trusted professionals 
do complete repairs 
to protect your fam-
ily and your home’s 
value! Call 24/7: 1-833-
887-0117. Have zip code 
o f  ser v ice  locat ion 
ready when you call!

Job Finder May:
Field Maintenance Director Responsible for maintaining youth soccer 
fields in Duval and St Johns Counties. Including field mowing, field lining 
and general repairs and maintenance. Interested applicants can email 
Info@FloridaEliteSA.com
Part-time pressure cleaning position available (roofs, buildings, driveways, 
etc..). Contact Pow Wash rlynch@powwashjax.com
Starling operates several luxury senior living communities throughout 
Florida. We are always looking for passionate and motivated folks to 
join our team. Please visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers for our latest 
openings. 
Passionate Teachers Wanted! Join Primrose School of Glen Kernan (4610 
Hodges Blvd., Jacksonville) to inspire young minds. FT, benefits, training 
provided. Call (904) 992-9002 for details!
Dining Prep Cook Needed: Do you want to prepare quality meals, grow 
your career and enjoy top-tier benefits and daytime hours? Come work 
with River Garden! Apply in-person, online (www.rivergarden.org) or call 
(904) 886-8437.

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions 
may apply. This is an advertisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and 
the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message, 
email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a 
DO NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License 
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.833.370.1234
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 4/30/2025 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE  when tackling your roof!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Tariffs have been much in the news of 
late. You are either for them or against 
them, with a seeming majority of 
Americans coming out against.

The president has regularly lauded 
the McKinley Tariff, arguing that the 
years roughly encompassing the last 
decade of the 19th and first decade 
of the 20th centuries were a golden 
era for America and that the reason 
they were so great were the tariffs. 
The McKinley Tariffs were named for 
William McKinley, 25th president of 
the United States, but they were not 
implemented during his presidency; 
rather they were passed into law in 
1890 when McKinley was in congress 
and Benjamin Harrison, the 23rd 
president was in the White House.

McKinley was the author and spon-
sor of the tariff act in the House of 
Representatives. Tariffs were a big 
political issue at that time. Democrat 

Grover Cleveland, the 22nd and 24th 
president, opposed tariffs. In the elec-
tion of 1888, Harrison, a Republican, 
attacked Cleveland’s stance and the 
public agreed. McKinley, who was 
sometimes called the “Napoleon of 
Protectionism,” introduced legislation 
enacting the new tariffs, arguing that 
the election had delivered a mandate 
in their favor.

The goal was to raise revenue and 
protect and develop native industry in 
goods such as tin plate. Tin plate was 
rolled steel coated in a thin layer of 
tin to keep it from rusting. Tin plate 
was a major import and McKinley and 
Harrison felt it was imperative for the 
long-term future of the country to de-
velop domestic tin plate manufactur-
ing. The act also radically increased the 
tariff on wool, another major import. 

The tariffs were not well received either 
here or abroad. Prices rose for consum-

ers. England introduced retaliatory 
tariffs or their own. The voters were so 
incensed that they voted the Republi-
cans out of office in the mid-term elec-
tions of 1890. In the 1892 presidential 
elections, Cleveland soundly defeated 
Benjamin Harrison to become the 
first, and for a long time only, presi-
dent to serve nonconsecutive terms.

The tariffs would lead directly to the 
Panic of 1893, considered to be the 
worst recession our republic endured 
prior to the great depression that 
began with the stock market crash 

of 1929. In the 19th century, reces-
sions were generally called “panics” 
because they often featured panic runs 
on largely unregulated banks. Other 
factors that contributed to the 1893 
depression were the collapse of wheat 
prices and the bankruptcy of a num-
ber of railroads including the Reading 
Line, made famous in the game of 
Monopoly.

Scott A. Grant is a local author and 
historian. He welcomes your comments at 
scottg@standfastic.com

Send us  
your community news!

editor@floridanewsline.com
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USE Promocode: CAMPER
www.childrensartclasses.com

Сontact us at 
barbara@childrensartclasses.com 

or Call (904)612-7557

Studio-Based Art Education for Ages 3-18+di d d i f

WWW.SPORTINGJAXACADEMY.COMWWW.SPORTINGJAXACADEMY.COM

SUMMER
CAMPS

FOR
ALL

PLAYERS

SUMMER
CAMPS

FOR
ALL

PLAYERS
BOYS AND GIRLS

ALL LEVELS
AGES 2006-2017

BOYS AND GIRLS
ALL LEVELS

AGES 2006-2017

Summer Camp
Activities Guide&

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Registration is open for high-quality, 
arts education summer camps for 
children aged six through 17 at First 
Coast Cultural Center. Students will 
have opportunities to participate in 
theatre camp at Alhambra Theatre 

and Dining and art, culinary, and 
drama camps in Sawgrass. In addition 
to these summer camps, a new Irish 
Dance class will be offered for stu-
dents beginning in May. 

According to Silvia Romero, First 
Coast Cultural Center’s senior opera-

Unique summer camps to be held at First Coast Cultural Center
tions director, theatre camp is part of 
First Coast Cultural Center’s ongoing 
collaboration with Alhambra, and it 
will be held at the theatre on Beach 
Boulevard in Jacksonville. There will 
be two different sessions, and each will 
run from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. and include 
two weeks of programming, a musical 
showcase, a meal, and a complimenta-
ry showcase ticket per registered child.

Additionally, First Coast Cultural 
Center will hold weekly art, culinary, 
and drama camps at its location in 
Sawgrass Village. Entitled Exploration 
Vacation: Florida Life, these camps 
run from 9 a.m. – 3 p.m. each week. 
Led by professional art teachers in a 
peaceful, safe setting, students create 
two-dimensional and three-dimen-
sional works of art using a variety of 

tools and techniques. Students will 
also search through First Coast Cul-
tural Center’s galleries, play outside, 
and observe the natural world like art 
detectives.

Meanwhile, culinary campers will 
explore age-appropriate cooking 
skills and kitchen safety, along with 
safe practices, introductory nutrition 
concepts, dining etiquette, and more. 
Finally, First Coast Cultural Center 
is excited to partner with Mumford 
Academy of Irish Dance to offer six 
weeks of beginning Irish dance lessons 
at the Cultural Center on Saturdays 
from May 10 to June 14. Visit first-
coastculturalcenter.org/programs-
events/youth-art-programs for more 
information and to register.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Fun in the sun often involves playing in 
the water. Whether you’re soaking up 
some rays in a backyard pool, catching 
some ocean waves on a surfboard or 
sliding your way across a Slip ‘N Slide, 
there’s no shortage of ways to incorpo-
rate water into warm weather recreation.

Water-based recreation makes especially 
warm days more comfortable, but cau-
tion must reign supreme when engaging 
in water play. The National Drowning 
Prevention Alliance offers the follow-
ing safety tips to lower the risk of water 
recreation accidents.

• Brush up on your swimming skills. 
The NDPA reports that learning how to 
swim can reduce drowning risk by 88 
percent. Adults and children alike are 
urged to go over the basics of swimming 
before getting in the water to ensure 
their skills are up to the task. If possible, 
practice the basics in the shallow end 
of a pool to reacclimate your body to 

swimming. Parents can keep a watchful 
eye on their young swimmers to ensure 
they haven’t forgotten how to swim 
since last season.

• Never swim alone. Swimming with 
a partner is a fun way to stay safe. The 
buddy system ensures someone is there 
to look after swimmers and offer help if 
a swimmer is struggling. A buddy also 
can call for help by alerting a lifeguard 
when swimming in a public place such 
as a beach, lake or community swim-
ming pool.

• Stick to designated swimming areas. 
The flag system is often employed at 
parks, beaches and lakes to indicate 
when and where it’s safe to swim. A 
red flag typically symbolizes swimming 
is unsafe, whereas a green flag means 
conditions are welcoming for swimmers. 
Stick to areas designated as safe. The 
NDPA notes it’s always preferable to 
swim under the supervision of a life-
guard.

• Err on the side of caution. The NDPA 
notes it’s best to get out when in doubt. 
If water conditions don’t feel right, exit 
the water. Falling rain, rough currents, 
muscle cramps, and/or physical fatigue 
can quickly transform a fun swimming 
session into a dangerous situation. 
Get out of the water at the first sign 
of doubt. You can always return later 
if your physical condition and/or the 
conditions in the water change.

• Be an educated swimmer. Savvy swim-
mers know to check the local forecast, 
including water conditions, before get-
ting their toes wet. The NDPA notes it’s 
unsafe to swim in the rain, particularly 
if there is thunder and lightning. That’s 
true whether you’re swimming in an 
ocean, a lake or a backyard pool.

Additional water safety strategies can be 
found at ndpa.org. 

Water recreation safety tips
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Summer Camp
Activities Guide&

RUNNING MAY 27TH - AUGUST 8TH 
WEEK-LONG HALF-DAY MORNING, 

HALF-DAY AFTERNOON, OR 
FULL-DAY CAMPS 

CAMP PRICES STARTING AT $200

BEGINNERS WELCOME

NEW STRATEGIES & 
TACTICS EACH WEEK!

NATIONAL TKS SUMMER CAMP 
DENVER, CO MAY 30-JUNE 1 

SCAN THE QR CODE
TO REGISTER

STACEY@THEKNIGHTSCHOOL.COM

SAN JUAN DEL RIO
CATHOLIC SCHOOL

JULY 14-18

THE BOLLES SCHOOL
SAN JOSE CAMPUS

MAY 27-30, JUNE 16-20, JULY 14-18, AUG 4-8

PONTE VEDRA CAMPUS
JULY 28-AUG 1

THE DISCOVERY SCHOOL
JUNE 2-6, JUNE 9-13, JUNE 16-20, JUNE 23-27,

JULY 7-11, JULY 14-18, JULY 21-25

FLAGLER COLLEGE
JUNE 9-13, JULY 7-11

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

J. ALLEN AXSON
4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

JACKSONVILLE COUNTRY
DAY SCHOOL

JUNE 2-6, 4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

JEWISH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
JUNE 9-13, JUNE 23-27, JULY 7-11, JULY 21-25

NOCATEE WAYPOINT CHURCH
JUNE 16-20

REDEEMER CHURCH PONTE VEDRA
JUNE 23-27, 4-DAY CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

From improving mental health to 
fostering stronger memory to teaching 
a person new things, reading offers 
many benefits. Reading also can boost 
creativity and help expand vocabulary. 
Despite these amazing perks, data in-
dicates reading for fun has become less 
common among American children.

According to a survey conducted 
in late 2019 and early 2020 by the 
National Assessment of Educational 
Progress, the percentage of nine to 
13-year-olds who say they read for 
fun on an almost daily basis are at 
the lowest levels since the mid-1980s. 
In 2023, Scholastic released new 
data from its Kids & Family Reading 
Report®: 8th Edition that found only 
32 percent of nine to 11-year-olds and 
15 percent of 15- to 17-year-olds are 
frequent readers. Parents who want 
their children to read more can con-
sider these strategies to foster a love of 
reading in youngsters.

Set limits on screen use: Scholastic’s 
report indicated children’s digital 
activities have risen since 2018 among 
all age groups studied. Children are 
increasingly participating in digital 
activities that include going online for 
fun and watching videos or utilizing 
apps. By setting limits on screen time 
for children, parents may increase the 
likelihood of diverting youngsters’ 
attention to other activities, such as 
reading.

Become a reading role model: One 
of the biggest predictors of reading 
frequency has to do with perceived 
importance of reading. If children 
see their parents frequently reading 
for pleasure and finding it important, 
and having access to a wide variety 
of books to read, then they may be 
encouraged to read for fun as well.

Make reading accessible: Parents can 
facilitate opportunities for kids to read 
by getting their children library cards, 
frequently taking them to bookstores, 
participating in school-run book fairs, 
and participating in other activities 

Tips to get kids to read more

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The third annual Girls’ Basketball 
Summer Camp will be held at Ponte 
Vedra High School, June 9 – 12. 
Hosted by varsity and junior varsity 
coaches and players from PVHS, the 
camp serves as a fundraiser for the 
school’s girls’ basketball program. 

“The camp has been well received 
since it is the the only girls-only 
basketball camp in Ponte Vedra,” said 
Coach Jess Spencer-Gardner,

varsity head coach, girls basketball. 
“Our camps are known for not just 
improving basketball skills, but each 
day we have a Motivational Minute 

that focuses on character, confidence 
and being a great teammate and 
leader.”

This year’s cam will feature special 
guest coach Andrea Gorski, a former 
NCAA head coach.

The four-day Middle School Camp, 
for rising sixth through eighth graders, 
will be held June 9 – 12 from 1 p.m. – 
4 p.m. each day. The three-day Little 
Shark Camp, for rising third through 
fifth graders, will be held June 9 – 11 
from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. each day.

Visit www-pvhs.stjohns.k12.fl.us/basket-
ball-girls/ for more information and to 
register.

that prioritize book access, such as 
sales at the local library. Furthermore, 
since children are so in tune with 
digital devices, offering access to an 
e-reader or digital reading app on a 
tablet will enable children to tap into 
the vast digital library of books.

Don’t stress about the content: Experts 
note that parents should not stress 

about what kids are reading. Many 
times parents worry that their kids 
aren’t reading the classics or hard-hit-
ting novels. As long as kids are reading 
age-appropriate material, the subject 
matter does not make a world of dif-
ference. From comic books to newspa-
pers, kids can read anything so long as 
it’s appropriate for their age.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Reading is beneficial for people of all ages.

PVHS hosts girls’ summer  
basketball camp

Photo courtesy Jess Spencer-Gardner

The third annual Girls’ Basketball Summer Camp will be held at Ponte Vedra High School, June 9 – 12.
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By Connie Doyle, Florida Master Gardener UF| IFAS 
Extension 

Spring is here and for all the gardeners 
out there I join in your feelings of ex-
citement and anticipation of the rebirth 
of our gardens. Nothing quite matches 
the delight of bare branches leafing out 
in spring green extravaganza. Though 
gardening is the “zen” place for many, 
it is not without its challenges. And, of 
course, overcoming those challenges can 
reap great rewards.

For those of us who live in coastal areas 
and barrier islands in particular, the 
challenges can feel a bit overwhelming 
— unless you do your homework. The 
unique demands of coastal gardening 
are, to name a few, exposure to salty 
porous soil (sand) that does not retain 
nutrients well, sea spray, wind, and 
erosion. The University of Florida IFAS 
(Institute of Food and Agricultural 
Sciences) program “Right Plant, Right 
Place” is a concept that applies every-
where and most certainly to the coastal 
regions. The premise is simple: Achiev-
ing a healthy, low-maintenance home 
landscape starts with putting the right 
plant in the right place. By selecting 
Florida Friendly plants and turf grass 
that match a site’s soil, light, water, and 
climate conditions (ffl.ifas.ufl.edu) you 
increase your chances of success signifi-
cantly while decreasing labor and cost. 
That’s a win-win! Here are a few tips to 
get you headed in the right direction: 

Groundcovers and Flowers: On the 
coastline, flowering groundcovers are a 
good source of color. Beach sunflower, 
gaillardia, and seaside goldenrod are 
all wind and salt tolerant enough to 
brighten up an ocean view. Railroad 
vine and gopher apple spread quickly, 
too, and make excellent groundcovers 
and dune stabilizers. And if you’re look-
ing for more flowers, try annuals like 
calendula, zinnia, and petunia. 

Grasses: Ornamental grasses give coastal 
landscapes that classic wind-swept look. 
Saltmeadow cordgrass, muhly grass, 
Fakahatchee grass, and sea oats are all 
at least moderately salt tolerant. They’re 
Florida native species, too. For turf-
grasses that can withstand the salt and 
wind, see the article on “Salt-Tolerant 
Lawngrasses.” I would also suggest 
contacting your county Extension office 
to ask which varieties perform best in 
your area. 

Vines: There are a few vine options for 
coastal landscapes. Native railroad vine 
is a creeping type, with high toler-
ance for salty air and sandy soils. And, 
though only moderately salt tolerant, 
bougainvillea does well in landscapes a 
little further inland. 

Trees and Shrubs: For trees that can 
handle the salt, live oak, southern red 
cedar, and mangrove are always safe 
choices. Southern magnolia is mod-

erately salt tolerant, but shouldn’t be 
planted on the coastline. Palms are all 
at least moderately salt tolerant. The 
highest tolerance is found in our na-
tive cabbage palms and saw palmettos. 
Washington palms are also very salt 
tolerant. 

For flowering coastal shrubs, hibiscus, 
firebush, plumeria, and sterile lantana 
varieties are show stopping choices. For 
something truly unique, however, try 
our native wild coffee, necklace pod, or 
saltbush. Oleander is beautiful too, but 
highly toxic. Be cautious when adding 
this plant to your landscape. 

Some coastal communities prefer more 
xeric landscape elements. Agaves, yucca 
(especially Spanish bayonet and Adam’s 
needle), prickly pear, and sea lavender 
all add to a desert-scape appearance. 
For more classic choices, try juniper, 
dwarf Indian hawthorn, waxmyrtle, or 
coontie. 

Edible landscapes are popular and there 
are a number of salt-tolerant edibles 
that double as ornamental shrubs. Sea-
grape, cocoplum, and pineapple guava 
are favorites, certainly. Yaupon holly 
isn’t edible, but the leaves can be used 
to make caffeinated yaupon holly tea. 

Happy Planting!

Gardening

The Good Earth

49,000 copies 
printed and distributed through all

St. Johns County Schools

Coming in August!

This publication sells out quickly! 
Reserve your space today!

Call (904) 886-4919

Our annual

Reach your target market!

seasonal topics.

Episodes of “Inside SJC” will be avail-
able through multiple channels to 
ensure broad public access. The series 
can be found on the county’s website 
at www.sjcfl.us/inside-sjc, and videos 
will also be shared across the county’s 
social media platforms. Additionally, 
residents can watch the videos on the 
county’s GovTV channel.

St. Johns County residents and busi-
ness owners are encouraged to watch, 
share, and interact with the Inside 
SJC video series. Engage with the 
content on social media using the 
hashtag #InsideSJC and share what 
you learn to inform others in the 
community.

SJC new video series  cont. from pg. 6

Thank you
for reading

Ponte Vedra 
NewsLine!

Be sure to support
our advertisers!
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Digital Marketing Solutions
for Your Small Business

We’re here to plan, design and implement 
a comprehensive digital strategy that 
works for your business.
Streamlined, simplified, affordable! Highly-targeted digital 
advertising, Geo-fencing, Streaming TV ads, Mobile  
advertising, Search Engine Optimization and Social Media 
Marketing - All backed with transparent & easy-to-understand 
reporting and analytics. 

NewsLineDigital 
Marketing & Advertising
904-886-4919
www.NewsLineDigital.com
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WHAT WE OFFER

AdMessenger

Mobile Made Easy.
Reach your customers with a 
unique, engaging mobile ad!
It’s SIMPLE ... and it WORKS.

Scrolling “Ticker” 
unit that looks like 

Breaking News

Target the right  
audience in the 
right location

Change
messaging 

quickly & easily

Superior results

To put it SIMPLY ... NewsLine AdMessenger is THE easiest and most 
effective tool for local advertisers to engage with consumers on mobile to 
drive traffic to stores, services and events. 

What do we do?

Build an AdMessenger in under a minute and get live today!
https://floridanewsline.myadmessenger.com/app/demotool/

 Your message here! Tap for info

AdMessenger
ADMESSENGER
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NewsLine  
AdMessenger is 
THE easiest and 
most effective tool 
for local advertisers 
to engage with 
consumers on 
mobile to drive traffic 
to stores, services 
and events. Build an  
AdMessenger in 
under a minute and 
get live today. 

Contact us online today to get 
started with a free consultation. 
www.NewsLineDigital.com

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

There was much to celebrate 
recently as Ocean Palms Elemen-
tary honored Lisa Farese as its 
Adult Volunteer of the Year, and 
Connor Dean as its Youth Volun-
teer of the Year.

Farese, the parent of three (cur-
rent and former) Otters, has been 
an active member of the Ocean 
Palms school community for the 
past seven years, most recently 
serving two years as president of the 
school’s PTO. In addition to the varied 
and numerous regular duties of PTO 
president, Farese helped to secure fund-
ing to sustain the school’s STEM field 
study program; launched the Otter Raft 
program to welcome and orient new 
families; and spearheaded the realization 
of the Mike Parrish Storybook Path, a 
tribute to the school’s first principal that 
inspires young readers and promotes 
a connection to the outdoors. She has 
also served as Ocean Palms’ press parent 
and spent several years organizing the 
school’s Scholastic Book Fairs.

On April 3, at a celebratory event at 
Nease High School, it was announced 
that Farese has also been chosen as the 
St. Johns County School District’s Adult 
Volunteer of the Year. This honor puts 
her in the running to be recognized at 
the level of Florida’s state school board.

Tiffany Cantwell, Ocean Palms princi-
pal, said, “Lisa’s creativity, commitment 
and caring personality have fostered 
meaningful experiences for the students, 
families, and staff at Ocean Palms. We 
are so happy to recognize her contribu-
tions and celebrate the many wonderful 
things she has done for our school.” 

Nease High School sophomore Connor 
Dean shares Farese’s service mindset. For 
the past two summers, he has dedicated 
countless hours of his break to sup-
porting Ocean Palms’ campus readiness 
efforts. While many would consider 
summer a time to kick back and relax, 
Dean has painted, assembled furniture, 
and organized textbooks, among other 
tasks, to support the school in prepara-
tion to welcome students and teachers 
to a new academic year. He isn’t afraid 
of some heavy lifting and takes on every 
task with a positive attitude and strong 
work ethic.

“Connor has become a reliable and 
trusted presence on our campus,” said 
Cantwell. “In a time when many teens 
are focused solely on their own commit-
ments, he chooses to serve his commu-
nity. Connor’s quiet leadership, initia-
tive, and humility speak volumes about 
his character, and he reminds us of the 
difference one person can make.”

In addition to his volunteer work, Dean 
balances a full academic schedule in 
Nease’s Engineering Academy and plays 
pitcher and outfielder on the school’s 
junior varsity baseball team.

Ocean Palms celebrates 
extraordinary volunteers

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Landrum Middle School proudly 
continues its tradition of recogniz-
ing exceptional students through the 
“Students of the Month” program. 
This initiative celebrates students who 
demonstrate outstanding character, 
academic success, effort, and resilience.

For February, the honored students 
were sixth grader Elle Pirris (from 
January), sixth grader Stella Piper, 

seventh grader Luke Tsao, and eighth 
grader Rafael DeCarvalho, recognized 
for their hard work, leadership, and 
dedication. 

Each month, these remarkable stu-
dents — selected by their teachers 
— enjoy a celebratory lunch with 
Principal Troy Kasting in his office. 
This special event sponsored by Chick-
fil-A at Marsh Landing Parkway serves 
a meaningful way to recognize and 
reward their achievements.

Landrum Middle School honors 
February students of the month

Photo courtesy Landrum Middle School

Principal Troy Kasting shares a special lunch with February’s “Students of the Month,” honoring their hard work and 
dedication.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Ocean Palms Elementary

Tiffany Cantwell, Ocean Palms Elementary School principal, with 
Lisa Farese and Connor Dean at the St. Johns County School 

District Volunteer Recognition Event on April 3.
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Vicar’s Landing at Sawgrass Vicar’s Landing at Oak Bridge 

Live Exceptionally!Live Exceptionally!

904.285.6000 | VicarsLanding.comLife Choice Community TM

Luxury Retirement That’s Paradise. Perfected.

Wake up to endless possibilities. Hear laughter echoing through the 
day’s social events. Discover the thrill of a new hobby or the serenity of 
sitting by our sparkling lake. 

At our two stunning Ponte Vedra Beach neighborhoods, luxury 
retirement is more than a promise—it’s a reality. Explore our spacious 
residences, indulge in world-class amenities, and enjoy peace of mind 
with on-site, comprehensive healthcare.

But extraordinary won’t wait. Contact Vicar’s Landing 
today and start your next exhilarating chapter.
 
 


