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Making the Fiesta flowers was these girls' favorite
activity.

Cultural arts
extravaganza at
Crown Point

By Mary Eyler

mail@floridanewsline.com

On Thursday, April 3, Crown
Point Elementary School held

a cultural arts night in celebra-
tion of artwork created by the
students. The event featured huge
displays of artwork from around
the world, which included posters
and exhibits reflecting different
cultural traditions from arti-
facts, food, dances, and historical
contexts. Each exhibit provided a
cultural arts activity for students
to perform.

The students enjoyed making
wearable samurai helmets from
two-toned origami paper, fiesta
flowers, drawing and coloring

Crown Point cont. on pg. 7
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Another beautiful weekend for
Mandarin Art Festival

By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

The Easter weekend Mandarin Art Fes-
tival tradition continued this year with
huge crowds, estimated at approximately
8,000, due no doubt to the gorgeous
weather.

“Attendance was strong and stable all
weekend,” said Susie Scott, festival
supervisor. “We had so many remarks by
both patrons and exhibitors comment-
ing on the perfect weather.”

Thousands of guests strolled under the
magnificent live oaks of historic Manda-
rin to savor the creativity of more than
130 artist exhibitors and 15 Green Mar-
ket vendors. Eight food vendors were
also onsite. Attendees enjoyed entering
into the historic Mandarin Community
Club building to enjoy the Bake Sale
and the Children's Art Show, which
featured the works of students from 16
schools.

“We were really excited to welcome
more than 50 new artists this year,”
Scott said. “Their talents and credentials
were remarkable.”

Among these first time exhibitors was

Mandarin Community Club president Mark Waterman; Mandarin Art Festival show
supervisor and Mandarin Community Club board member Susie Scott; and Mandarin

Photo courtesy Olis Garber

Thousands enjoyed the Mandarin Art Festival on the grounds of the Mandarin Community Club.

a local museum restoration specialist
named Joshua Cooper, who, accord-
ing to Scott, has “masters level painting
talent.”

Also making her debut at the Mandarin
Art Festival was established local painter
Sharon Leehy. Scott noted that each
year, the Art Festival welcomes both lo-
cal as well as national artists.

Scott has been in-
volved with the Art
Festival as a volun-
teer for 25 years and
said the hard work is
worth it due to her
love of the commu-
nity and love of this
event.

The juried and
judged fine art and
fine craft festival was
founded in 1968 and
has been an Easter
weekend tradition
and treat for guests
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Community Club board member John Meux.  for the past 57 years.

It serves as the primary fundraiser for
the Mandarin Community Club, a local
non profit 501¢3 whose mission focuses
on preservation, education and beauti-

fication.

This year’s winners were:

Best in Show: Michael Nelson

Best Booth Display: Kim Coy Jewelry
Reclaimed/Recycled: Jan Lindahl

Judges’ Choice: Sergei Orgunov, Tim
Bullard, Jason Becker, Jesse Kraker, Juan
Carlos Cahue, and Ana Obermayr

Awards of Merit: Jami Childers, Dan Bi,
Harry and Julie Hearne, Peter Schilling,
Robin Holt, and Christine Booras.

“The Mandarin Community Club is

so proud to continue this tradition for
Mandarin since 1968 and continue to
grow and improve year after year,” Scott

said.
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By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

It’s early April as I write, and we've had
very little rain, but with higher tem-
peratures lawns are growing, we hear
lawnmowers more frequently, and ir-
rigation comes to mind. Since the clocks
changed, our watering restrictions have
also changed:

* Homes with odd-numbered or no
addresses may water on Wednesday and
Saturday,

* Homes with even-numbered or no
addresses may water on Thursday and
Sunday,

* No watering between 10 a.m. and 4
p.m. (early morning is preferable),

* Limit watering to one hour per zone.

* These restrictions apply to all water
sources except reclaimed water.

To ensure that your lawn is getting
adequate water (https://ufdc.ufl.edu/
IR00003389/00001/pdf), lay out shal-
low cans and run the irrigation system.
Measure how much water is collected af-
ter a quarter of an hour. Adjust the time
to achieve % inch of water per watering,.
Too much water and lush growth can
result in overgrowth of weeds, the spread
of disease, and a proliferation of damag-
ing insects. Checking coverage can help
you keep your lawn in the best condition
through the summer. Finally, make sure
that you don't irrigate regardless of need.
Ideally the grass should show signs of
stress, including a bluish cast and foot-
prints that dont immediately bounce
back (https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publica-
tion/SS586). If rain is predicted in the
next 24 hours, hold off, and similarly if
it’s rained less than 24 hours beforehand.

Vegetable gardeners will be seeing the
effects of higher temperatures and

Irrigation and pests - The usual

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

increased numbers of insects. As always,
take the lightest approach with pest
control, bearing in mind that plants can
benefit when we encourage a wide range
of insect species in our yards. Check out
this article on integrated pest manage-
ment (IPM) for more details: https://
tinyurl.com/3ku7davb.

While cutting back dead flowering stems
in late spring, instead of hauling them
all to the curb, I “chopped and dropped”
some of the smaller more brittle stems
and tucked them beneath the plants. As
they decompose they add organic matter
to the soil. Any green trimmings can be
treated the same way, but when cleaning
up any obviously diseased plant mate-
rial it should be put out for collection,
along with weeds with seeds and roots
that might simply start growing again

if left lying. A simple compost heap,
with layers of green and brown mate-
rial, can help reduce kitchen and yard
waste being “wasted.” This article says it
all: hetps://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/
EP323.

By May, I had hoped to get my land-
scape under control, especially the
weeds, and I had hoped to get more pot-
ted plants in the ground — but I remind
myself that a garden is never static, and
with the best will in the world, life in-
tervenes, and we can come up short. Re-
gardless, caring for landscapes, however
humble or imperfect, can be rewarding.
A few flowering plants in a large pot

can attract pollinators. Weedy areas —
hopefully located where they don’t cause
you stress — can benefit the butterflies
and other insects that use those plants

to procreate. And although we don’t see
them, undisturbed soil hosts countless
numbers of microbes and invertebrates.
Our homemade compost, used sparingly
as a light mulch, can add even more life
to our soil, just like decomposing fallen
leaves and debris in a woodland.

Mandarin High School wrestlers look to

build on success

Last season the Mandarin High School
wrestling team had three individual
placers at the Gateway Conference
Championships and took three wrestlers
to the FHSAA 3A Regional Champi-
onships. Mandarin High Wrestling is

looking to build off last season’s success

Photo courtesy Emily Whitehead

as they head into the 2025 — 2026 sea-
son. If you are interested in joining the
team, being part of summer condition-
ing, have questions about the 2025 — 26
season, or are interested in being an
assistant coach, contact Coach AJ Sten-
srud at Stensrud.andrew@mayo.edu
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 10:30
a.m. (beginning May 6) at Tommy Hazouri Park
(formerly Mandarin Park). The courts are at the
park entrance next to the tennis courts. Try to get
there a few minutes early for court assignments.
Beginners are welcome. Just show up (a few
minutes before playing time), unless it rains.

Parkinson’s Exercise Group meets every Thurs-
day from 6 p.m. - 7 p.m. at 4911 Losco Road. People
of all ages and stages of Parkinson's as well as
spouses and caregivers are welcome to attend
these free classes. Contact group leader Katheryn
Donaldson at serving4_him@yahoo.com or (904)
710-1449 for more information.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every Saturday,
except on holiday weekends, at 8:30 a.m. at Baha'i
Community Center, 5034 Greenland Road. Guests
are welcome. The meetings can also be attended
online at https://toastofjax.toastmastersclubs.
org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the second

and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the
Kids' Building of Trinity Mandarin, located at 2955
Orange Picker Road. This jam is open to everyone
and all levels of ability are welcome. Come to play
with the group or just sit back and enjoy the mu-
sic. For more information, contact Burt Coulliette
at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday from
10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit Company,
1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email playing-
hookie2022@gmail.com for more information.
3rd: Walter Jones Historical Park buildings,
including the 1898 St. Joseph's Mission
Schoolhouse for African American Children, the
1875 Webb Jones Farmhouse, the 1876 Barn, and
the Losco Winery, are open the first Saturday of
each month (this month, May 3 from 10 a.m. - 2

p.m. The Historic Mandarin Store & Post Office,
located at 12471 Mandarin Road, will also be open.

Free Care For Caregivers

Caregiver burnout not only affects you and your family, but those you serve as
well. If you're a caregiver for someone aged 60 or older who resides in Northeast
Florida’, you are likely eligible for FREE support through ElderSource’s Tailored
Caregiver Assessment and Referral Program (TCARE).

Begin benefitting from TCARE’s:
Strategies that reduce root causes of burnout
Customized care plans designed for your needs
Connections to additional support resources

Humano
Foundation

Practice self-care and improve your effectiveness by contacting us today!

ElderSource

start here for help

Museum volunteers will be inside each building
for guided tours. Admission is free; Donations
help support the museum'’s programming and
operations. Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org or
call (904) 268-0784 for more information.

3rd; Meet the Maple Leaf Divers at the
Mandarin Museum, 11964 Mandarin
Road, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. on the first Saturday of
each month (this month, May 3). This is an infor-
mal, conversational-style event; drop in anytime
within the two hours to chat with Dr. Keith Holland
and his team and view the museum'’s expanded
Maple Leaf exhibit. Admission to Meet the Maple
Leaf Divers and Mandarin Museum is free. Dona-
tions help support the museum'’s programming
and operations. For more information, visit www.
mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 268-0784.
4th: Music Under the Oaks community
music jam, hosted by the Mandarin
Museum & Historical Society and North Florida
Folk Network will resume on Mandarin Museum'’s
front lawn on the first Sunday of each month
(this month, May 4) from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Bring a
chair or blanket and relax and listen. This is a
free event; donations support the operations and
programming at Mandarin Museum. Visit www.
mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 268-0784 for

more information,
6th; Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet
on Tuesday, May 6 at 6:30 p.m. at
Mandarin Presbyterian Church on the Loretto
Road Campus in the Kids Space at 2501 Loretto
Road. The program will be the annual auction of
member-provided sewing items; bring a check-
book for new-to-you treasures. New members/
guests welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for
more information.
8th: Mandarin American Legion Post 372
general meeting will be held on May 8

at7 p.m. at Williams Family YMCA 10415 San Jose
Blvd, on the second floor. Visit https://alpost372fl,
org/ for more information.

Now Accepting
New Partlc:pants'

904-391-6647 | CaregiverSupport@MyElderSource.org

*Serving Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia Counties Since 1974

] Oth: Second Saturday Arts and Farmers
Market at First Christian Church, 11924

San Jose Blvd. on May 10 from 9 am. - 1 p.m. Visit

www.facebook.com/SecondSatMarket/ for more

information.

] 4th Community Meeting to discuss the
Mandarin Road sidewalk extension

will be held on May 14 at 6 p.m. at the Mandarin

Community Club, 12447 Mandarin Road.
“Growing Herbs and Using Medicinal

th:
] 5 Vinegars" will be presented by Tonya
Ashworth, Duval County Horticultural Agent, at
the Cherokee Rose Circle on May 15 at 10 a.m. at
the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road.
The public is invited. Call (904) 268-1192 for more

information.
] 5th Third Thursday Lecture hosted by
Mandarin Museum on May 15 from
6:30 p.m. - 8 p.m. will feature recently retired
Florida Times-Union photographer Bob Self, who
will recount his four decades of work document-
ing the stories, people and events of Jacksonville.
Refreshments begin at 6:30 p.m. and the program
is at 7 p.m. Mandarin Museum is located at 11964
Mandarin Road, inside Walter Jones Historical
Park. Admission is free. Visit www.mandarin-
museum.org or call (904) 268-0784 for more

information.

7[h: Mandarin Parkinson’s Support Group
] meets at Church of Eleven22, 4911
Losco Road, on the second Sunday of each month
(this month, May 17 due to Mother's Day) from 2
p.m. - 4 p.m. This month will feature a certified nu-
tritional therapist. Contact group leader Katheryn
Donaldson at serving4_him@yahoo.com or (904)

710-1449 for more information.

7th North Florida Genealogical Society

(formerly SGES) will host a cultural

and architectural tour of Jacksonville's most
historic neighborhoods (San Marco, Riverside and
Avondale), on Saturday, May 17 from 9:30 a.m. - 12
p.m. Meet at 9:15 am. outside the Brick Restaurant
(3585 St. Johns Ave. in Jacksonville). The cost is

ngiinjMandarin

$50 per person. Visit www.sgesjax.org or call

(904) 778-1000 for more information.

] gth The All Star Quilters Guild will meet
at 9:30 am. for socializing prior to the

10 a.m. meeting on Monday, May 19 at First Chris-

tian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. The program

will feature quilter and fabric artist, Julie Mainor.

“Show and Tell" is always a feature. Guests are
welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for more

information.

Zznd: Mandarin Garden Club Annual
Meeting will be held at the garden

club, 2892 Loretto Road, on May 22 at 10 a.m. Call

(904) 268-1192 for more details.

22nd: Mandarin Women's Club's "Mem-

bers Only” luncheon will be held on
May 22 beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the Ramada Inn
in Mandarin. The luncheon cost is $25 and must
be received by Monday, May 12. To make reserva-
tions and obtain payment instructions, contact
Barbara at (904) 612-6494 or email her at barbara.
metallo@outlook.com. Visit www.mandarinwo-
mensclub.com for more information on events,
photos, and membership forms.

22nd: Crafting Ideas for Gardeners will

be presented at the Live Oak Circle
on May 22 at 7 p.m. at the Mandarin Garden Club,
2892 Loretto Road. The public is invited. Call (904)
268-1192 for more information.

22nd; Mandarin Republican Club wil
meet on Thursday, May 22 at St.

Mary's Seafood, 11290 OId St. Augustine Road. So-
cial time begins at 6 p.m. and the meeting starts
at 6:30 p.m. First time visitors are welcome.

3 Oth' The Italian American Club of

Jacksonville will hold its popular
Spaghetti to Go on Friday, May 30 from 5 p.m. until
the spaghetti is gone at the club building, 2838
Westberry Road. Take out only; cash, credit and
debit cards are accepted. Dinners cost $13 and
there are small charges for extra meatballs, can-
nolis and pizza rolls. No phone orders. Call (904)
586-2700 for more information.
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with Duval County School Board Member
Melody Bolduc, District 7

Q: Can you share some insights into
your attempts to make school arrivals
and dismissals safer for students?

A: Jacksonville is one of the worst places
in the country for pedestrian deaths

and we are working to try to fix this in
Mandarin. Along with Councilmember
Michael Boylan, I've been making trafhic
visits in the morning and the afternoon
at all the Mandarin schools. Some
things I have seen have been shock-

ing, like people driving across the grass
and sidewalks as well as making illegal
u-turns. We have also met with the
schools’ principals and listened to their
concerns and suggestions.

Q: What do you plan to do with the

information you have gathered?

A: In late April, we will have a meeting
with all interested parties — District 6
principals, and representatives from traf-
fic engineering, public works and JSO
— to try to fix the safety problem. I will
present some statistics and circumstanc-
es of recent accidents and the principals
will also share their concerns. We plan

to push for the safety of the kids.

Q: What have you identified as areas
needing improvement?

A: First of all, we need students and
adults to follow the rules already in
place. We can’t expect the kids to follow
rules if they see adults breaking them.
We need a contingency plan for those
who don't follow the rules.

Other areas for improvement include

the fact that we don't have crossing
guards at all at our middle schools and
high schools. At the elementary school
level, we do have crossing guards, but
don’t have a reliable way for them to
report their absence and get a replace-
ment. It happens frequently that we are
missing crossing guards on any given
day due to this.

For middle school and high school,
there are no school zones in front of
their schools with reduced speed. For
example, there is no reduced speed on
Hood Road and on Greenland Road,
the speed limit is reduced only in front
of Greenland Pines Elementary, but not
Mandarin High School. And at the el-
ementary schools, which do have speed
zones, | feel we need better signage and
more enforcement of the reduced speed
limit. Crossing guards have told me
even they get nervous by drivers speed-
ing sometimes, and they are wearing
bright clothing and holding a large sign.

We need occasional monitoring by JSO.

Q: What are your long term goals for
this initiative?

A: Hopefully we can come to some kind
of agreement on actionable items to
help keep our kids safe. And then the
hope is that Mandarin can be a model
for the rest of the county, per Superin-
tendent Bernier’s request.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at BoldueM@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904)
390-2375.

Mandarin Women's Club

to honor members

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

On Thursday, May 22, the Mandarin
Women’s Club will be celebrating its
own. This “Members Only” luncheon
will be held at the Ramada Inn in

Mandarin, 3130 Hartley Road. Mem-
bers have continued old friendships and
made new friends this year — and this
lunch will celebrate all members. There
will be a photo booth and a trivia game,
as well as some surprises for
everyone.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and
reservations for the luncheon
are required. The luncheon cost
is $25 and must be received

by Monday, May 12. To make
reservations and obtain payment
instructions, members should
call Barbara at (904) 612-6494
or email her at barbara.metallo@
outlook.com. Visit www.man-
darinwomensclub.com for more

Photo courtesy Gail Packard
Mandarin Women'’s Club members enjoyed an outing to Deleon
Springs State Park and the 0ld Sugar Mill Pancake House.
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Financial Planner

844-954-8700

CA Insurance License #0E93910

andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

information on events, photos,
and membership forms.

@ Prudential

[cEr]

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER"

PARISH BINGO
Bingo Night at St Joseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50’S
& DOOR PRIZES
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PLENTY OF LIGHTED
PARKING AND SECURITY
ON THE PREMISES. GREAT

FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS.

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM

GAMES START AT 7:00PM
Cody Center - Tally Room

4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223

NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAWS.

849.0931(10)(A)

GAME DATES: May 10 | June 14 | July 12

For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904.742.8777 or vaterlizzi@gmail.com

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
TO CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
el

» Housekeeping

e And more!

A
@‘\

Woods

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

e 24-hour security

« Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
« Fishing and boat docks

 Heated, outdoor swimming pool

A wide range of important aging services

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

I Westminster

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL

Andrew Laino is a financial Planner with, and offers securities and investment advisory services through
LPL Enterprise (LPLE), a Registered Investment Advisor, Member FINRA/SIPC, and an affiliate of LPL
Financial. Financial professionals are licensed insurance agents of Prudential. These financial professionals are
permitted to brand under “Prudential”. LPLE and LPL Financial are not affiliated with Prudential.
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Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you're sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

Nit Ni/ Nil Vil

\%/ _\%c_ _\%/_ _\*/_

AN TR RN AN
STARLING STARLING STARLING STARLING

AT PONTE VEDRA | AT NOCATEE | AT NOCATEE | AT SAN JOSE

ASSISTED LIVING ASSISTED LIVING INDEPENDENT ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE and MEMORY CARE LIVING and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700 904-834-4199 904-834-4511 904-337-6350
ALF#12887 ALF#13109 ALF#12887

WELLNESS - ENGAGEMENT - CULINARY « SERVICE

with Jacksonville City Council Member
\b ‘ Michael Boylan, District 6

Q: Can you bring us up to date on the
Mandarin Road sidewalk extension [as
of interview date of April 16]?

A: We do have some updates here. As
you may or may not know, in 2001 the
Jacksonville City Council passed an or-
dinance that declared parts of Mandarin
Road, County Dock Road, and Loretto
Road as scenic and historic corridors.
Live oaks of a certain size are protected
and any work to be done requires the
involvement of the city arborist and the
city councilmember for approval. With
that said, the long-awaited Community
Meeting about the sidewalk will be held
on May 14 at 6 p.m. at the Mandarin
Community Club on Mandarin Road.
We will have JTA there to present their
proposed path and a representative from
the Public Works Department as well as
the city arborist, Jonathan Colburn, will
be there with their recommendations.

I know this is a subject of great inter-
est and concern for some, and I would
ask people to take a look at the sidewalk
from Flynn Road to Walter Jones Park
(particularly the stretch from just before
County Dock Road to the park) to see
what the canopy looks like and how the
trees have thrived for decades following
the installation of sidewalks there. From
Red Cypress Road all the way down to
Big Cypress is a good example of how
the canopy was preserved as part of the
last extension five years ago, what with
the weaving of the sidewalk throughout.

From my perspective, safety is first and

Doesn’t it make sense to Reep your
car at the same place as your home?

Get auto and home insurance in one package policy,
with one payment, one claim and one deductible.

Simplify and save.
Contact me for a quote for PACKAGE INSURANCE.

EXPECT
SOMETHING
MORE"

Ask for a Licensed Insurance Agent

10991 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville FL 32223
(in Walmart) 904-437-5755

Coverage is subject to all policy terms, conditions, exclusions and limitations. Discounts and savings opportunities subject to eligibility requirements. Subject to underwriting requirements. Insurance
underwritten by one of the following companies: Auto Club Insurance Association, MemberSelect Insurance Company, Auto Club Group Insurance Company, Auto Club Property-Casualty Insurance
Company, Auto Club South Insurance Company, Auto Club Insurance Company of Florida, or non-affiliated insurance companies. ©2019 The Auto Club Group. All rights reserved. 19-IN-0140D LC 6/19

foremost, and also we will make every
effort to protect the tree canopy as we did
previously.

Q: What can you tell us about up-
coming safety initiatives at Mandarin
schools?

A: At the suggestion of School Board
Member Melody Bolduc and under her
leadership, 'm visiting area schools to
observe arrivals and dismissals. We are
trying to assure the safety of students
and next week will have a meeting with
school principals and representatives
from the City of Jacksonville to address

the safety concerns.
Q: Do you have any park updates?

A: Playground equipment has been
installed at Tommy Hazouri Park and
should be open for use by the end of
April. Alberts Field construction is
likewise anticipated to be completed in

a timely fashion. As for the recognition
of the Losco family at the soon-to-be-
renamed Richard H. “Dick” Kravitz
Regional Park, we are meeting with the
family to go over details, but I anticipate
either the pavilion or soccer field to be
renamed “Losco Pavilion” or “Losco
Field” in their honor. Additionally, we
will have a historical marker about the
Losco family located at the entrance to
the trails. The plan is to have this signage
installed to unveil at the same time as the
renaming ceremony for the park.

Q: Can you shed insight on your pro-
posed bill to change how City Council

leadership is chosen?

A: The bill will be filed today [April 16].
I propose limiting council leadership to
the five At Large members on a rotat-
ing basis starting in 2030. I stand by my
comments. The intent from my perspec-
tive is to bring attention to this not only
being a good process, giving greater
purpose to the At Large elections, but
perhaps we could also be more diligent
with following Sunshine Laws in the
future.

Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you?

A: Community members can email me
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
52006.

reating Smiles & Relationships for a Lifetime!

* Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
+ Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
+' Dr. Annie Vu, DMD

Dr. Peter Farag, DMD

Dr. Swati Gupta, DMD

* Dr. Kevin Vera, DDS

At Our Specialty Center:

Self Pay Only. Excludes Most Wisdom Teeth.

Our Group of Dental Specialists Provide / $59 * : $299 N\

. gFxpert Care from Simple to Complex Cases | rweininrsercmrn!|  suncoonoroors |
o 3 LR | ExtRECTION |
| |

FREE

* Dr. Evan Moody, Oral Surgeon I i
- Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics : $500 OFF :
, SECOND OPINION |

|

|

|

I

I
+ Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics INVISILIGN I

I Your smile and investment

I

|

* Dr. Haider Alramli, Periodontist | Includes Free Blanching Trays & ini
’ LWhitening Gell with Finished Treatment deserve a second opinion.

FREE FREE

I I I
I I I
| IMPLANT CONSULT ! ORTHODONTIC |
I with 3D X-RAY -$500 Value! |  CONSULTATION I
| Safe and quick implant placement with 3D Cone : Your smile and investment |
‘ | |

Beam Scan, for implant supported denture, single tooth/bridge. I
To determine implant fee starting at§1500. L deserve a second opinion.

*500 - °5000 OFF*

DENTAL IMPLANTS
*Ask about All-On-X Dental Implants

1855 Argyle Forest Blvd. * Suite 104
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.786.9200

. . : General | Specialty | Dental Lab
Cal1 904.807.8744 New

for an appointment Patlen =
today or scan of
3] the OR code Ages

Appointments

JRDentalCare.com i

12276 San Jose Blvd. * Suite 314
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.786.9200

7030 Normandy Blvd.
Jacksonville, FL 32205

904.786.5850 JR Dental



Debbie Scarbrough came by her
artistic talent honestly — her
father was talented musically
and at one point was country
musician George Jones’ bass
player. “My talent went

more towards art,” she

said. So she attended Aus-

tin Peay State University

as an art major, but soon
found that the fun was

taken out of art for her. So
she changed her major to
education. Recruited direct-
ly out of college by Duval
County Public Schools, she is
celebrating 40 years of teach-
ing. She and her husband of 30
years, Dwayne, have two grown
daughters: Meagan, who works
in the energy industry in Jupiter,
Florida, and Alex, who is in gradu-
ate school at Valdosta State College
to become a speech pathologist.

Q: How did you end up in Florida

after going to school in Tennessee?

A: When I was graduating from
Austin Peay, I interviewed with
nearly every Florida county as well
as a few in other states. I wanted
to leave Tennessee. Even though I
didn’t know a soul here, I took the
job in Jacksonville because I could
go home to Tennessee in a day. I
moved to Arlington and taught at
San Mateo. I then moved to Argyle
and helped open Chimney Lakes

Elementary.

Q: How did you meet your hus-

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Debbie Scarbrough

Debbie Scarbrough

band?

A: I met Dwayne when we were in
the Jacksonville Jaycees together. He
had moved here from Orlando. We
were married in 1995.

Q: Why did you start working at
Mandarin Oaks Elementary?

A: We bought a house in Mandarin
and I didn’t want to drive across the
Buckman Bridge from Argyle every
day. We love Mandarin because it’s
like a small community and reminds
me of Hendersonville, Tennessee,
where I grew up. I've now been at
Mandarin Oaks for 30 years and
I've taught every grade from kin-
dergarten through fifth. Now I'm
teaching the children of some of
my first students! I became the art

Mandariy/@%m May 2025 | Page 7

Crown Point cont. from pg. 1

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com
flags from around the world. Stu-

dents also made African necklaces
and Italian master chef hats. The
event demonstrated an appreciation
of various cultures, while highlighting
the importance of fostering a sense of
community within the Crown Point
family.

teacher about nine years ago when
the school’s long-time art teacher
retired.

Q: What do you like best about

teaching?

A: God made me a caretaker.
No matter what I'm teaching,
I’m taking care of the children
and I'm making a difference in
their lives. At the end of the
day, it’s very rewarding. Our
family joke is we bet on how
long it will be when we go some-
where until we run into someone
that I taught. It’s usually only
about 10 to 15 minutes.

Q: Tell us about the grant you
recently received.

A: I was honored to be awarded the
Cindy Edelman Excellence in Teach-
ing Fellowship via the Jacksonville
Public Education Fund. I submitted
for adaptive art materials and special
training with Zot Artz, which spe-

Kindergartners and first graders making flags from
around the world.

Thank you
for reading
Mandarin
NewsLine!

cializes in making art more acces-
sible for ESE students. We're excited
that we’re having a Glow Art event
with these classes in late April.

Q: What do you like to do in your
spare time?

A: T love to read; last year I read 77
books. I also like to do jigsaw puz-
zles and go to Jumbo Shrimp games.
For personal art, I do furniture
refinishing. I like to take something
old and repurpose it. One time,
Dwayne went on a trip to visit one
of our daughters and came home to
find that I had refinished all of our
bedroom furniture. He was fine with
it; he’s a very supportive husband.

By
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative
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Dr. Jessica Proctor
“For Bright Florida Smiles”
904-268-7552
www.MandarinSouthDentistry.com

CLUES ACROSS

1. Bring up

7. Child

10. Formal written defense
12. Bangladeshi currency
13. Burial site

14. In the lead

15. Large recesses in a church
16. Count on

17. Defunct phone company
18. Golf scores

19. Afflicts

21. Defensive nuclear weapon
22. Prominence

27. “The Great Lakes State”
28. SoCal ballplayer

33. Location of White House
34. Magnificence

36. Hip hop songstress

37. Capital of Yemen

CLUES DOWN

38. _ Blyton, children’s author

39. Bomb

4(. Pancake made of buckwheat f

41. Pinkish-violet color

44. A way to make right

45. Monument to one buried
elsewhere

48. Region south of Dead Sea

49. Acts out against

50. Harsh cry of a crow

51. Formal title for a woman

1. Kitchen devices

2. Wings

3. Mythological birds

4. Everyone has one

5. Matchstick game

6. Bar bill

7. Weights

8. Satisfactorily

9. Small amount

10. Tree types

11. Small protuberances

12. Equivalent of 100K BTU
14. Type of horse

17. More (Spanish)

18. Argentinian province
20. A bad act
23. Moving in a circular way

25. Atomic #58

26. Popular breakfast food
29. An alternative

30. Tooth caregiver

31. A way to conform

32. Disfigured men

35. Cool!

36. Genus of mosses

38. Body part

40. Kashmiri people

41. Round water pot

42. Something to purchase
43. Emit coherent radiation
44, Indicates 10

45. Advertising metric

46. Pitching stat

47. Head movement

24. Battery type
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Community Marketplace Call

(904) 886-4919 for advertising rates
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Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE " ot JghneiCol
. % ¥ Concrete/Seryice]LLC
Paul Oklevitch e AR
.‘Brofessu:ln.arl Rellable°Qua11ty£ommerc1al Resxdentlal
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Spé‘i:lahzlng in Homeowner Improvements
Over 35 Years Exp. * D‘!"lve'#vays — Patlm

FL-5456A

o Tree Preservation « Plant Health Care ¢ Insect & Disease Treatments

ucensep (204) 268-1017

www.snipstree.com

*. *LICENSED'BAONDED * FULLY; INSURED
“‘Call,us for.your,concrete needs. 28 FREE)ESTIMATES

C.
m;r PinkertonJil(904)/534-5011
SeryvingtJacksonville]Since[1985

PRESQURE

suH<iiiiNLE

LGT ENTERPRISES

For a free quote call Greg @ (904) 207-0147
Serving SE Jacksonville and Northern St Johns County

Licensed and Insured

INSURED

Over years
EXPERIENCE

American Eagle
Lawn Care

QUALITY SERVICES
LICENSED & INSURED

No CONTRACTS
FREE ESTIMATES

(904) 502-0891

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of

the homeowner since 2002

*Driveways -Walkways
«Pavers *Concrete Removal
+Patios +Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call for more info! (904) 886-4919



Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

VIAGRA and CIALIS
USERS! 50 Generic
Pills SPECIAL $119.00!
Shipped discreetly
to your home. 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 800-709-30809

!10LD GUITARS WANT-
ED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's
to 1980's. TOP DOL-
LAR PAID. CALL TOLL
FREE 1-866-433-8277

Do Not Run In AL Por-
table Oxygen Concen-
trator May Be Covered
by Medicare! Reclaim
independence and
mobility with the
compact design and
long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call
877-305-1535

Do Not Run In: OR,
VT, WV Inflation is at
40 year highs. Inter-
est rates are way up.
Credit cards. Medical
bills. Car loans. Do
you have $10k or more
in debt? Call National
Debt Relief and find
out how to pay off
your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what

you owe! Free quote:
Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for
cash as is! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash of-
fer & get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-844-877-5833

Do Not Run In OR &
WA Don't let
the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the
ideal solution for any-
one who struggles
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall
or wants to regain
access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take
less than 60 seconds.
Don't wait! Protect
your family, your
home, your assets now
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For
a limited time, waving
all installation costs!
(Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 6/30/25.
1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert system.
Whether you're home

Job Finder M

Field Maintenance Director Responsible for ma
fields in Duval and St Johns Counties. Including fi
and general repairs and maintenance. Intereste
Info@FloridaEliteSA.com

openings.

provided. Call (904) 992-9002 for details!

your career and enjoy top-tier benefits and dayt

(904) 886-8437.

Part-time pressure cleaning position available (roofs, buildings, driveways,
etc..). Contact Pow Wash rlynch@powwashjax.com

Starling operates several luxury senior living communities throughout
Florida. We are always looking for passionate and motivated folks to
join our team. Please visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers for our latest

Passionate Teachers Wanted! Join Primrose School of Glen Kernan (4610
Hodges Blvd, Jacksonville) to inspire young minds. FT, benefits, training

Dining Prep Cook Needed: Do you want to prepare quality meals, grow

with River Garden! Apply in-person, online (www.rivergarden.org) or call

e WELNS

ay:

intaining youth soccer
eld mowing, field lining
d applicants can email

New orders only. Does
may apply. This is an a

DO NOT CALL list or regjister.

include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions
rtisement placed on behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (*Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and
the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being contacted by telephone, SMS text message,
email, pre-recorded messoges by Erie or its affiliates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a

lease reyiew our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved, License
numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses,
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Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE when tackling your roof!

LIMITED
TIME
OFFER!

SAVE!

UPTO

()
OFF
INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATE
€RIEHOME. 1.833.370.1234

Expires 4/30/2025  yape N THEU.SA. g

L
i

ime hours? Come work

— Call today and receive a

Cl‘qlorp
FREE SHOWER PACKAGE\

SAF&STEE’

Ly WALK-IN TUB

S,oé.

PLUS $1600 OFF

1-855-417-1306

or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

Replace your roof w/
the best looking & lon-
gest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 styles & mul-
tiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off in-
stall + Additional 10%
off install (military,
health & Tst respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular
- same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage
as the largest car-
riers. No long-term
contract, no hidden
fees free activation. All

plans feature unlim-
ited talk & text, start-
ing at just $20/mo.
Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Car-
ries the most local
MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo
for 12 mos Stream on
20 devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Do Not Run In FL Wes-
ley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free info package &

learn how to get rid
of your timeshare!
Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

Bath & shower up-
dates in as little as 1
day! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18
months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Senior & mili-
tary discounts avail-
able. 1-877-543-9189

Do Not Run In AK,
AZ, ID, MT, ND, NM,
NV, SD Eliminate gut-
ter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous

walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Do Not Run In MN, MT,
NH, NM, RI, VT, WA

Dental insurance from
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Coverage for 400+
procedures. Real
dental insurance -
not just a discount
plan. Get your free
Information Kit with
details! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Become a published
author. We want to
read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing
trusted since 1920.
Consultation, pro-

duction, promotion &
distribution. Call for
free author’s guide
1-877-729-4998 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a
free 5-Year warranty
with qualifying pur-
chase* Call 1-855-948-
6176 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It's
not just a generator.
It's a power move..

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a
local expert provider

that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call
1-888-878-9091 Have
zip code of property
ready when calling!

Water damage clean-
up & restoration: A
small amount of water
can lead to major dam-
age in your home. Our
trusted professionals
do complete repairs
to protect your fam-
ily and your home's
value! Call 24/7:1-833-
887-0117. Have zip code
of service location
ready when you call!

Mandarin Senior Center
supports and entertains seniors

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

More than 100 seniors celebrated
St. Patrick’s Day at the Mandarin
Senior Center with a corned beef
and cabbage luncheon followed
by entertainment provided by
the Kavanagh Porter Academy,
Jacksonville’s premier Irish dance
school. The troupe of young
dancers presented an array of
lively Irish dance numbers that

highlighted their individual and

group talents. The Kavanagh

Porter Academy is a transatlantic

dance school with studios across the
U.S. and in Ireland. The Academy

offers instruction in Irish dancing for

all ages and abilities from those just

beginning to those students advanc-

ing to world wide competitions.

If you haven't discovered the Manda-
rin Senior Center on Hartley Road,
now is a great time to take advantage
of its many services and activities.

The center is open to all adults who
live in the Mandarin area and are 60
years of age and older. All activities
are free for members. A cold breakfast

is served Tuesday through Thursday

at 9 a.m., and a warm lunch daily

Photos courtesy Mandarin Senior Center
Seniors were entertained by Kavanagh Porter Academy
on St. Patrick's Day.

at 12 p.m. Weekly offerings include
line dancing, chair volleyball, exercise
classes, bingo, mahjong, billiards,
wood carving, ceramics, knitting,
chair yoga, jewelry making, and field
trips.

Stop by the Mandarin Senior Cen-
ter any weekday from 8 a.m. -5
p.m. to inquire about membership
and activities and enjoy the friendly
atmosphere and fun. Search the

City of Jacksonville’s website at coj.
net for more information about the
Mandarin Senior Center or call (904)
255-6750.

Free resources available to ease caregiver stress

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Adult caregiving in the United States is a
significant and growing responsibility. In
Florida alone, AARP reports that 2.7 mil-
lion adults serve as unpaid family caregiv-
ers on top of their existing responsibilities.
The growing complexity of caregiving
affects the caregivers own finances, health
and well-being. As the Area Agency on
Aging and the Aging and Disability
Resource Center for Northeast Florida,
ElderSource offers a free program aimed
at relieving the stresses on local caregivers.

ElderSource’s Tailored Caregiver Assess-
ment and Referral Program (TCARE) is
designed to prevent caregiver burnout.
Program participants are paired with
trained specialists that provide them with
strategies to reduce root causes of burnout
and develop care plans customized for
each caregiver’s unique needs. It is com-
pletely free to participants, as the program
is supported by a grant from the Humana
Foundation.

TCARE has been a major lifeline for
Northeast Florida families since 2021,
helping more than 220 caregivers to date.
Aside from direct support provided by
trained specialists, the program also con-
nects caregivers with community resources
that best meet their needs. It’s a unique
resource that enables caregivers to help
loved ones age in place and delay nursing

home placement, while also taking care of
themselves.

The relief experienced by those who
participated in TCARE is evident in the

program’s exit surveys.

“Working with you has changed my life,
it’s giving me a few hours off, which at
77 I desperately need. Dementia is a 24/7
job,” one participant noted anonymously.

“Your assistance is priceless, amazing!”

Access to the free TCARE program is
available to caregivers who are supporting
a loved one who is age 60 or older and
resides in Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, St.
Johns, Nassau or Volusia counties. Elder-
Source currently has 90 free spots avail-
able in the program. Visit MyElderSource.
org or call (904) 391-6647 to learn more
about TCARE and sign up.

ElderSource is a local nonprofit organization
designated by the state as the Area Agency on
Aging and the Aging and Disability Resource
Center for Northeast Florida. The agency
provides information and referral resources
Jor caregivers and seniors in Northeast
Florida, reaching more than 12,000 people
in its seven-county service area — Baker,

Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and
Volusia. Programs and services are funded
by federal, state and local grants as well as
private donations and endowments.
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Summer reading fun!

By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

It’s almost time for summer reading,
learning and fun! Kids and teens can
take part in live guest performances,
storytimes, crafts, hands-on activities,
reading challenges, and more from June
2 through Aug. 2. It's all 100 percent
free, all summer long. Read more at
jaxlibrary.org/summer.

Add a free book to your home library —
you can pick up your first prize book at
your local Drop-In Summer Kick-Off
Party between June 2 — 9. To earn more
free books, complete your 2025 Sum-
mer Reading Trackers and return them
by Aug. 2.

But first, are you ready for a “pawe-
some” educational visit from Jackson-
ville Humane Society? Kids, aged five
through 12, can Paws to Read with
JHS from 4:30 p.m. to 5:30 p.m. on
Tuesday, May 6, at Mandarin Branch.
Activities include a read-aloud from
animal-themed children’s books and a
fun service project benefitting the cats
and dogs at JHS.

Drop in and have Muffins with Mom
from 11 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturday,
May 10, at Mandarin Branch. This
Mother’s Day activity is sponsored by
the friends of the Mandarin Library.

Explore S.T.E.M. books and hands-on
activities with Junior Scientists or read
about and create your own art with
Junior Artists. Programs start at 3:30
p.m. Wednesdays at the Mandarin
Library and 4 p.m. Tuesdays at South
Mandarin Library. Programs alternate
week to week between “Scientists” and
“Artists.” Find the schedule at jaxli-
brary.org/events. Want the best of both
worlds? With S.T.E.A.M. & Stories (for
ages five to 12), you get S.T.E.M. + Art,
along with reading and fun, hands-on
activities at 3:30 p.m. every Monday at
Mandarin Library.

Kids (aged nine to 12): Discover your
inner LEGO Legend. Join the Masters

of Spinjitzu as they search for their miss-

ing leaders. You'll help them solve prob-
lems and complete building challenges.

Discover Lab: LEGO Legends continues
from 4 p.m. to 5 p.m. on Wednesdays at

e KNIGHT ScHOOL .

=L UOUNC
HALF-DA

THE BOLLES SCHOOL
SAN JOSE CAMPUS
MAY 27-30, JUNE 16-20, JULY 14-18, AUG 4-8
PONTE VEDRA CAMPUS
JULY 28-AUG 1

THE DISCOVERY SCHOOL
JUNE 2-6, JUNE 9-13, JUNE 16-20, JUNE 23-27,
JULY 7-11, JULY 14-18, JULY 21-25

FLAGLER COLLEGE
JUNE 9-13, JULY 7-11

HOLY FAMILY CATHOLIC SCHOOL
4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

J. ALLEN AXSON
4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3
JACKSONVILLE COUNTRY
DAY SCHOOL
JUNE 2-6, 4-DAY MINI-CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

JEWISH COMMUNITY ALLIANCE
JUNE 9-13, JUNE 23-27, JULY 7-11, JULY 21-25

NOCATEE WAYPOINT CHURCH
JUNE 16-20

REDEEMER CHURCH PONTE VEDRA
JUNE 23-27, 4-DAY CAMP JUNE 30-JULY 3

SAN JUAN DEL RIO

CATHOLIC SCHOOL
JULY 14-18

FULL-DAY CAMPS
CAMP PRICES STARTING AT $.

STACEY@THEKNI

BEGINNERS WEL

NEW STRATEGIES &
TACTICS EACH WEEK!

South Mandarin Library and 4 p.m. to
5 p.m. Thursdays at Mandarin Library.

Teens (aged 12 — 17): Do you often read
a book and think, “That’s not what I
would do?” Now’s your chance to be in
charge of the story. Teen Lab: Engineer
Your Adventure runs 11 a.m. to 12 p.m.

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library
Friends of the Mandarin Library will host another book sale June 6 - 7.

every Friday at South Mandarin Library.

Save the date: The Friends of the Man-
darin Library Book Sale is scheduled
from 10 a.m. — 6 p.m. on Friday and
Saturday, June 6 — 7. Fill up a brown
paper bag full of books for $10. Indi-

vidual items will be $5 and less.

USE Promocode: CAMPER
www.childrensartclasses.com

Contact us at
barbara@childrensartclasses.com

or Call (904) 612-7557



By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Fun in the sun often involves play-
ing in the water. Whether you're
soaking up some rays in a backyard
pool, catching some ocean waves on
a surfboard or sliding your way across
a Slip ‘N Slide, there’s no shortage of
ways to incorporate water into warm
weather recreation.

Water-based recreation makes espe-
cially warm days more comfortable,
but caution must reign supreme when
engaging in water play. The National
Drowning Prevention Alliance offers
the following safety tips to lower the
risk of water recreation accidents.

* Brush up on your swimming skills.
The NDPA reports that learning how
to swim can reduce drowning risk

by 88 percent. Adults and children
alike are urged to go over the basics of
swimming before getting in the water
to ensure their skills are up to the task.
If possible, practice the basics in the
shallow end of a pool to reacclimate
your body to swimming. Parents can
keep a watchful eye on their young
swimmers to ensure they haven’t for-
gotten how to swim since last season.

* Never swim alone. Swimming with

a partner is a fun way to stay safe.

The buddy system ensures someone

is there to look after swimmers and
offer help if a swimmer is struggling.
A buddy also can call for help by alert-
ing a lifeguard when swimming in a
public place such as a beach, lake or
community swimming pool.

* Stick to designated swimming areas.
The flag system is often employed at
parks, beaches and lakes to indicate
when and where it’s safe to swim. A
red flag typically symbolizes swim-
ming is unsafe, whereas a green flag
means conditions are welcoming for
swimmers. Stick to areas designated

as safe. The NDPA notes it’s always

&
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Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

(904) 886-4867

Q Adult Dentistry:
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Water recreation safety tips

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates)
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

NemetzDental Associates
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preferable to swim under the supervi-
sion of a lifeguard.

¢ Err on the side of caution. The
NDPA notes it’s best to get out when
in doubt. If water conditions don’t

feel right, exit the water. Falling rain,
rough currents, muscle cramps, and/or
physical fatigue can quickly transform
a fun swimming session into a danger-
ous situation. Get out of the water at
the first sign of doubt. You can always

TWO
STATE-OF-THE-ART
LOCATIONS

ST JOHNS

return later if your physical condition
and/or the conditions in the water
change.

* Be an educated swimmer. Savvy
swimmers know to check the local

ST AUGUSTINE

Yy
COLORS

Free Initial Visit

forecast, including water conditions,
before getting their toes wet. The

NDPA notes it’s unsafe to swim in the

Dr. Craig Hadgis

rain, particularly if there is thunder Board Crriag acdls it

and lightning. That’s true whether

Voted
Best
St Augustine
St Johms

you're swimming in an ocean, a lake

or a backyard pool.
904.79.SMILE (797.6453)

www.DrCraigOrtho.com

Additional water safety strategies can
be found at ndpa.org.
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Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.

Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics
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t4‘r1’r Pediatric Dentistry

ﬁ‘ Family Dentistry

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics
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By now the heat is really starting to
set in. For better or worse, 90 degree
days are going to be more and more
common for a while. Fishing should
continue to improve this month. Just
about everything I mentioned last
month will still be applicable, but

as a whole, the fishing will be more
consistent.

The small redfish that seemed to be
everywhere last month will still be
ubiquitous, but larger slot reds will
start to be more common. Docks and
shell bars are good places to target, but
they will also be up in the shallows
cruising any grass beds we might be
lucky enough to have. You can start

to size up any artificials you've been
throwing, since their natural forage is
also growing. Mullet, crabs, and croak-
ers to name a few.

Trout will be a better bet since salinity
has increased with the water tempera-
tures. Deeper docks and bridges are
good areas to look. If you see any bait
schools on the surface, try any struc-
tures in that vicinity. Trolling dock
lines with soft plastics is a great way to
find concentrations of trout. Don’t go
too fast; just fast enough to keep the

‘ Jimmy'’s Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

baits from dragging on the bottom is a
good speed to start with. You can also
experiment with colors and tail styles,
but be sure it swims straight.

Chances are there might be a sheeps-
head on any dock in the river right
now. If you're looking for simple,
messy, and possibly aggravating fishing
look no further than our convict fish.
Aptly named for their striped outfits
and knack for stealing baits, they are
humbling fish. Clams are probably my
favorite bait for them, followed by crab
and fresh dead shrimp. If I could catch
live shrimp in the river this month, I'd
say that — but since the season is still
closed, fresh dead is what I have. I fish
them on a fish finder rig or knocker
rig. Hook size will range from size 4

to 1/0. I size the hook to the size of
the bait. Use just enough weight to
keep the bait on the bottom. Fish up
current from structure and drop baits
back to it. Don't be afraid to move if
nothing is happening. I usually give a
spot 15 minutes before moving.

Lastly, there might be a few silver
things showing up if you're interested.

Tight lines.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com
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Mandarin Middle students take
part in track meet

Photo courtesy Jennifer Litchfield

Mandarin Middle School's National Junior Honor Society program recently participated in the annual Andrew
Turner Adaptive PE Track Meet. Mandarin Middle School students were honored to be included in this event by
Mandarin Oaks Elementary School.

HARVESTING
RICH REWARDS

Unearthing Mother Nature brings gifts of abundance.
At HarborChase, a bounty of locally grown produce,
dairy and seafood artfully moves from land and
sea to the well-appointed table.

Senior living inspired by new heights of excellence.

WATCH OUR FARM

TO TABLE JOURNEY o)

IxHarborChase
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