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Watering
restrictions:
What you need
to know

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District’s watering restrictions
are designed to ensure the efficient
use of water for landscape irriga-
tion. The restrictions allow enough
water to maintain healthy landscapes
year-round. The mandatory restric-
tions specify the time when watering
may occur, the amount of water that
may be applied, and the days when
watering may occur for residential
and nonresidential locations. These
days depend on whether the address
ends in an odd or even number, and
on the time of year.

As of the start of Daylight Saving
Time in March, homes with odd
Watering restrictions cont.on pg.7
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Ponte Vedra Writers help other writers

By Maggie FitzRoy
mail@floridanewsline.com

Novelist Kevin Pettway has been writ-
ing for 20 years, but he spent half that
time learning and developing his craft
before realizing his dream of becoming a
published author. Part of his education
involved attending writing workshops
led by other writers, and on Feb. 22 he
led a “Humor in Writing” workshop at
the Ponte Vedra Beach branch library to
teach a room full of fellow writers how
to add humor to their work.

Whether writing fiction or nonfiction,
“humor adds variety, like in soup,” said
Pettway, who writes funny fantasy books
full of adventure, friendship and more.
“Humor, like salt, is a flavor enhancer.
Any genre of books can be enhanced
with humor.”

Pettway’s workshop was hosted by the
Florida Writers Association, a nonprofit
organization whose mission is “to pro-
vide writers with knowledge, opportuni-
ties and connections to support their
goals.” The Ponte Vedra Writers branch
meets at 11 a.m. the fourth Saturday of
every month and hosts free workshops
on a wide variety of topics. Upcoming
meetings include “How to Sell Books to
Hollywood,” on May 24, and “Mean-
dering Memoirs,” on June 28.

“Writers Helping Writers is the motto of
FWA,” said Vic DiGenti, FWA (Florida
Wrriters Association) regional director,
who has also been group leader of the
Ponte Vedra Writers for 17 years. He

Florida Writers Association Northeast Florida Regional
Director Vic DiGenti leads a Ponte Vedra Writers meeting
Feb. 22 at the Ponte Vedra Beach branch library.
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Novelist Kevin Pettway leads a workshop on humor writing Feb. 22 at the Ponte Vedra Beach branch library.

has a mailing list of 800 writers in the
Northeast Florida area, which includes
groups in Nassau, Clay, St. Johns, and
Duval counties.

The Ponte Vedra meetings are open to
the public and you don’t need to be a
member to attend. DiGenti said as many
as 40 to 50 writers may show up in any
given month.

“It’s remarkable how many writers there
are in the area,” he said. “They come be-
cause they want to improve their craft.”

Pettway, who lives in Riverside, said for
the first 10 years of his writing career,

“I mostly wrote and rewrote the same
book over and over again.” He feels his
experience is typical of a lot of writers
because there is so much to learn. “Typi-
cally, you will write three, four, or five
novels before you are ready,” he said. “I
call them trunk novels. Nobody ever sees
them. You toss them in the trunk and
move on.”

He says he is glad he did that “because
by the time I met my publisher, I was
ready.”

He'd also discovered that he was good at

writing funny, which involves techniques
that he learned by studying comedy

and which he was happy to share with
others during his PowerPoint presenta-
tion. His advice included using humor
as a trust-building tool; using humor to
make characters relatable; and using the
rule of three to create and then subvert
expectations.

“Humor deepens the story no matter the
genre,” he said. “It’s a tool that makes

ou a better writer.”
y

Workshop attendee Cherry Lindholm
said she attends monthly meetings
depending on the topic, and that she was
interested in learning how to incorporate
humor in her work.

“I like the process of writing,” she said.
“It’s very involving.”

Andy Reistetter has been a regular at-
tendee at the Ponte Vedra meetings since
2008. A golf and travel writer as well as
an author of inspirational and spiritual
books, he said he enjoyed Pettway’s
presentation.

“It was good,” he said. “All the work-
shops are good. Very educational.”

-,

#%2 www.newslinedigital.com

- (904) 886-4919

GROW YOUR

BUSINESS

WITH US!

Programmatic Advertising
Social Media Marketing
Search Engine Optimization
Web Design & Development




Page 2 | Ponte Vedra /215, April 2025

Briefs

Vicar's Landing Foundation Charity
Classic doubles the fun

The Vicar’s Landing Foundation has
announced that the 20th annual Charity
Classic is scheduled for Tuesday, April 8
at The Yards at Sawgrass Players Club.
This year, the event doubles down on
the excitement again with two distinct
tournaments: the Charity Classic Golf
Tournament and the Charity Classic
Pickleball Tournament.

Both tournaments will run concurrently,
offering participants a unique day of
friendly competition. Registration for
either tournament includes delectable
food, refreshing drinks, and exciting
door prizes. All proceeds from Drives &
Dinks will directly benefit vital commu-
nity charities serving St. Johns County
seniors. This year, the foundation is
supporting exceptional organizations
focused on addressing hunger and food
insecurity among seniors in the area:
Epic Cure, Pie In The Sky, Meals On
Wings, and the Meals on Wheels pro-
gram of the St. Johns County Council
on Aging.

“For two decades, the Charity Classic
has been a testament to our community’s
unwavering commitment to enhanc-

ing the lives of seniors throughout our
region,” said Bruce Vorsanger, Vicar’s
Landing Chief Development Officer.
“We are delighted to invite golf enthu-
siasts and pickleball aficionados alike to
showecase their talents, contribute to our
mission of service and compassion, and
enjoy the camaraderie of our vibrant giv-

ing community.”

Everyone in the community, participant
or not, is invited to register for the spe-
cial after-party that will kick off after the
tournaments. There will also be a draw-
ing for door prizes and a silent auction.
This celebratory event will feature music,
cocketails, and hors d’oeuvres, providing
a perfect opportunity to keep the fun
going even after the play ends. For more
information, visit https://vicarslanding.
com/golf-charity-home-page/

First Coast Cultural Center announces
senior director of operations

First Coast Cultural Center announced
its appointment of Silvia Romero as
senior director of operations beginning
March 1, 2025. Romero will replace
president and chief executive officer,
Donna Guzzo, who has been at the helm
of the non-profit organization for the
past eight years.

Romero, who joined First Coast Cultural
Center as director of programs in 2023,
has a long list of qualifications for this
role. After receiving a bachelor’s degree
in Art History at the University of North
Florida, Romero was a museum educator
and then associate director of education
for the Cummer Museum of Art and
Gardens in Jacksonville, where she man-
aged a $1 million endowment to provide
arts integration to underserved students
for six years. Through her career, she led
arts fundraising for a deaf preschool’s
annual gala, worked as an arts and
Montessori educator, and then became

arts education manager at Shorelake
Arts, a non-profit organization in Seattle,
Washington.

“The communities between Jacksonville
and St. Augustine will continue to have
high quality arts programming available
for children and adults,” said Romero.
“Our goal is to carry out the team’s vi-
sion of serving the public through classes
and presentations, while infusing arts
integration during the school day for
children with disabilities.”

Romero will work alongside fundrais-
ing manager, Kimberly Sheridan, who
oversees membership, events, and local
grants. In addition, Candice Sirak will
continue in her role as senior music
therapist and Sound Connections® Music
Therapy manager, providing much-need-
ed services to students with disabilities in
St. Johns County Schools. KickStART,
after school arts enrichment, will also
continue to serve students. Meanwhile,
Charlotte Chastain, formerly Guzzo’s
administrative assistant, will teach more
of her popular art classes at the Center.

Showcase quilts needed
Quiltfest Inc. of Jacksonville has opened
the submission window for quilts to be

showcased at the Prime Osborn Center
from Sept. 18 — 21, 2025.

This judged event is open to all quilters
and will feature up to 450 quilts.

Visit https://quiltfestjax.com/enter-your-
quilt/ for a complete list of categories
and rules.

Retired psychologist unlocks secrets of
haunting characters

Psychologist turned bestselling mystery
writer Jack Lawrence has a fresh perspec-
tive on creating compelling, psychologi-
cally rich characters that engage readers
and keep them hooked. He’s going to
share that key with members and guests
of Northeast Florida Sisters in Crime
writers on Saturday, April 12 at 11:15
a.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library.

Lawrence will talk about creating core
fears and desires of your characters —
using real psychological principles — to
elevate your story. Learn how to create
unforgettable protagonists and villains
whose motivations feel deeply human,
making every twist and turn resonate
with readers on a deep emotional
level. From detectives to masterminds
and their victims, discover how psy-
chology can transform your character
development process from flat to unfor-
gettable.

Northeast Florida Sisters in Crime is a
chapter of the national organization and
serves mystery, crime, and thriller writers
and readers. Programs feature speakers
in forensic science, psychology, and law
enforcement fields. Bring your coffee
and bring a friend. The group welcomes
men and women to learn more about
writing, promoting, and enjoying crime
fiction. Contact floridasistersincrime@
gmail.com for more information.

Briefs cont. on pg. 8
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Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.
Last month’s Mystery Photo was the fountain outside the office building on Fort
Wade Road in Nocatee.
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Meet Scout!

Beagle Corgi mix

Hoves to sail run on the beach at
sunrise

Soup bones

Me! (his human mom), because he
looks at me like I'm his whole world.

His name was AJ in the shelter where
1 adopted him 10 years ago, but |
changed his name immediately to
a nautical name. | settled on Scout
because | immediately got the image of
him on the bow of the boat.

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions
above before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw

the BFF contest in Ponte Vedra NewsLine. Your pet could be our BFF
of the month and appear in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

When you advertise, you encourage
repeat business, create traffic, and
attract new customers!

Don't miss our May issue Call Linda Gﬂ-}" I-u-dl:q,r
featuting our Summer Camp & Activities Guide! 1 rEsErYE your spocel
Deadline 4/16/25 904.607.5062

Ponte Vedra NewsLine ® The CreekLine ® Mandarin NewsLine

Summer Camp

& Activities Guide in this issue!
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Council on Aging offers interest groups at
the COA Center at UF Health Nocatee. Meetings
are free and self-guided. Advance registra-
tion for clubs and meetings is required; email
pbrunell@Stjohnscoa.com or call (904) 814-
9407, Tuesday clubs include: Open Card Play,
every Tuesday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. and Caregiver
Support Group, every Tuesday 1p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday groups include: Mah Jongg Meet-
up, 1p.m. - 3 p.m.

Palm Valley Market is held inside and

on the grounds of the Palm Valley Community
Center at 148 Canal Road, every Tuesday from
10 a.m. - 1 p.m. The market offers organically
grown produce, microgreens, eggs, grass-fin-
ished beef, all natural chicken, Mayport shrimp,
prepared meals, preservative-free bread, honey,
tea, natural skincare, custom jewelry and soy
candles. Visit the Palm Valley Market Facebook

page for more information.
] st: Essential Tremor Support Group
Meet, Greet and Educate will be held
on Tuesday, April 1at 11 a.m. at Baptist Health
Place in Nocatee, 400 Colonnade Drive. Alaine
Keebaugh, Ph.D. will discuss “Brain Health:
What are Things We Should Do (and Shouldn't
Do) to Promote Overall Brain Health?" All are
welcome. RSVP to Jan Kary at jkary@verizon.net

or (202) 438-6750.
]st: Vicar's Landing monthly Bou-
tique Sale will be held Tuesday, April 1
from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. at 1000 Vicar’s Landing Way.
The sale includes framed art, jewelry (14k gold,
sterling silver, costume and designer), many $1
knick-knacks, antiques and household furnish-
ings. The public is welcome. Checks or cash
only please. The Vicar's Employee Scholarship
Fund receives all the proceeds. Call Beverly
Webb at (904) 315-2610 for more information.
] st: Purely Social hosted by Ponte
Vedra Woman's Club will be held on
Tuesday, April 1, from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. at
Cruisers in Jacksonville Beach. Visit www.pon-

tevedrawomansclub.com for more information
and to register.

2nd: Coastal Friends will host Michael
Fitzgerald, music historian, at
the monthly luncheon on April 2 from 11 a.m. -
1:30 p.m. at Marsh Landing Country Club. The
luncheon is open to members, guests and the
community. The cost to attend is $25. Reserva-
tions must be made in advance by contacting
bartshar@comcast.net as soon as possible.
3 rd:  Bingo will be held at THE PLAY-
ERS Community Senior Center, 175
Landrum Lane, on Thursdays from 1 p.m. - 2

p.m. for four weeks beginning Thursday, April 3.
Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659 for

more information and to register.
5th: Wellness events at Sawgrass
Village will be held every Saturday
in April from 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Hosted by Mind
Body Social, all events are free and open to the
community. Events include wellness classes
such as yoga and barre, all held on the lawn in
front of ABC Liquors. Visit https://mbs.events/
sv/ for more information and to register.
8th: Dr. Gerson Yessin Music Series
Presents the Sean McCarthy Trio at
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library on April
8 from 6:30 p.m. - 7:30 p.m. The concert will
feature an evening of a rich blend of country,
bluegrass, folk, Trop Rock and Americana. Doors

open at 6 p.m. The concert is free and is spon-
sored by the Friends of the Ponte Vedra Beach

Branch Library.

8th: PVB Adult Coloring Club at the
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library

will be held on April 8 from 11 a.m. - 1 p.m. This

program is for adults older than 18; bring a

snack or drink for yourself or to share with oth-

ers. Call the library at (904) 827-6950 for more

information.

] 2th: NE Florida Sisters in Crime will
host psychologist turned bestsell-

ing mystery writer Jack Lawrence on April 12

at 11:15 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch

Library. Bring your coffee and bring a friend; the

group welcomes misters and sisters to learn

about writing, promoting, and enjoying crime
fiction. Visit nefloridasistersincrime.org for more
information.

] 5th Friends of the Ponte Vedra
Beach Library will host speaker
Leah Lynch, president of the Hope Division for
the Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless, in the
FOL Room at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library on April 15 at 6:30 p.m. Doors open at 6
p.m. Lynch oversees all educational and work-
force development programs, two commercial
kitchens and social enterprises for the center.
She is the founder of “Let’s Play” sports camp in
partnership with Nike and the NFL.

] 6th: Ponte Vedra Woman's Club
general meeting and luncheon
will be held on Wednesday, April 16 at 12 p.m.
at Marsh Landing Country Club. The program
will be “Interior Design,’ featuring speaker Celia
Rigby. The cost of the lunch is $30. Registration
required; visit www.pontevedrawomansclub.

com for more information.

] 6th: America 250 Patriot Memorial
dedication, to honor the 250th

anniversary of the signing of the Declaration

of Independence, will be held on April 16 at 11

a.m. at the Jacksonville Beach Veteran Memorial

Park, 429 First Street South in Jacksonville

Beach. The community is invited to attend this

event sponsored by the Ponte Vedra Chapter -

Daughters of the American Revolution.

] 7‘th St. Johns County Republican
Party District 4 monthly meet-

ing will be held on the third Thursday of each

month (this month, April 17) at 6:15 p.m. at Palm
Valley Community Center, 148 Canal Blvd. Visit

stjohns.gop for more information.
] 7th: Free Tech Help with David will
be held on Thursday, April 17 from
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library. Drop in for tech assistance with
your Android, Apple, and Reader devices; no
RSVPs required. Visit sjcpls.org/branches/pon-
te-vedra-beach-branch/ for more information.

I[RontelVedra
Earth Day Community Cleanup,

] 9th:

sponsored by Beaches Go Green,
will be held on Saturday, April 19 from 9:30 a.m.
- 11:30 a.m. at four beachside locations, includ-
ing Mickler's Beach access. Visit beachesgo-

green.org for more information.
24th: Crafters Corner will be held
at Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library on April 24 from 3 p.m. - 4:30 p.m. This
hands-on crafting session, where attendees
will create mini terrariums, offers a perfect
opportunity to unwind and socialize. Supplies
for this program are generously provided by
the Friends of the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library. RSVP required; contact Tessa High-
strom at thighstrom@sjcfl.us or call the library

at (904) 827-6950.

26th: GTM Research Reserve will
host its monthly Beach Cleanup

on Saturday, April 26 from 9 a.m. - 11a.m. No

registration is required; meet at the Visitor Cen-

ter, 505 Guana River Road in Ponte Vedra Beach

where gloves and trash bags will be provided.

Visit gtmnerr.org for more information.
26th Ponte Vedra Writers will meet
on Saturday, April 26 at 11 a.m. at
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. Retired
corporate executive and college professor Lou
Pugliese is the featured speaker. He will discuss
how he turned an idea into a series of novels
in his presentation “One Man's Journey from
Retirement to Becoming an Author to Self-
Publishing." The meetings are free and open to
the public. Visit www.floridawriters.org for more

information.

28th' Ponte Vedra Democratic Club
will meet on Monday, April 28

at 5:30 p.m. for Chat & Chew before the 6 p.m.

meeting at Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.

The featured speaker will be Dr. Sunil Joshi,

chief health officer for the City of Jacksonville,

who will present a health outlook for the First

Coast region and answer questions. Email

pvdemclub@gmail.com for more information.
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Q: How is the search process going
for the new superintendent?

A: We are moving forward with the
next steps and by the time you read
this, all applications will be in. We
will be making finalist selections and
starting video and written interviews.
You can check our school district
website for ongoing updates. I'd also
like to thank all community members
whose input has already been received.

Q: Do you have an update on the
new RiverTown school scheduled to
open in the fall?

A: The RiverTown school now has

a name: Hallowes Cove Academy,
reflecting the natural beauty of the lo-
cal waterways as well as the history of
the area, was selected. Principal Jessley
Hathaway couldn’t be more excited.
Community meetings have started
and ideas for mascots will now be

fine tuned, now that we have a school

with St. Johns County School Board Member
Kelly Barrera, District 4

name.

It’s important to note that approxi-
mately 80 percent of teachers going to
the new school will be from existing
schools. This keeps everyone growing
and learning and focusing on students.

Q: What is expected for District 4

next school year?

A: We're not expecting too many
changes for our district for next year.
Ocean Palms and PVPV Rawlings will
have extra space, as I've mentioned be-
fore, for families interested in joining
our St. Johns County School District
family or for those wanting a different
experience.

Q: What district updates can you
share?

A: We are working on the school
calendars for the 2026 — 27 and 2027
— 28 school years. Once the drafts are
complete, we will put them online and

Q: Illegal immigration is a hot topic;
how does this affect SJSO?

A: The St. Johns County Sheriff's Office
has been enrolled in the federal 287(g)
program for many years, which allows
SJSO deputies to conduct immigra-
tion enforcement in partnership with
Immigration and Customs Enforcement
(ICE). We have a full-time task force
that has been working on Interstate 95
to combat narcotics and human traf-
ficking; this group will also assist with
immigration enforcement.

Q: What can you tell us about your
working relationship with the federal

government?

A: We have a duty to partner with
federal officials and the new administra-
tion has been crystal clear that illegal
immigration is a priority. We have had

a strong relationship with our federal
partners for many years working not just
immigration, but human trafficking, sex

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

trafficking, narcotics, and other illegal
activity.

Q: How do you prioritize immigration
enforcement?

A: The priority is finding illegal aliens
who are wanted for crimes. We meet
frequently with federal, state, and lo-

cal partners to discuss the worst of the
worst, criminal aliens wanted in Florida
or in the immediate area. If you are
wanted — whether youre an illegal alien
or you'e a citizen of the United States
— we are going to find you and hold
you accountable for your actions.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.

org or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also,
our website, www.sjso.org has a wealth
of resources, from alarm registration to

Crime Stoppers to our Neighbors app.

Relay For Life of First Coast to raise funds to help end cancer

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The American Cancer Society Relay For
Life of the First Coast, to be held on
Saturday, April 12 at American Cancer
Society — Richard M. Schulze Family
Foundation Hope Lodge, will unite the
community to celebrate survivors and
remember those lost to the disease. The
Opening Ceremony and Survivor/Care-
giver lap will be held at 4 p.m., with the
Survivor Reception at 5 p.m. and the
Luminaria Ceremony at 8:30 p.m.

In 2025, there will be more than 2
million new cancer cases and 618,120
deaths from cancer are expected to
occur in the United States, with more
than 171,960 cancer cases expected to
occur here in Florida. Cancer continues

to be the second most common cause
of death among Americans, after heart
disease.

Relay for Life of the First Coast raised
more than $90,000 for the American
Cancer Society’s mission in 2024 and
aims to raise $90,000 this year. Dollars
raised each year by Relay participants
across the country help support the
American Cancer Society’s mission in
countless ways, including funding and
conducting breakthrough research,
providing education and advocating for
the needs of cancer patients and their
families, and providing essential services
throughout their cancer journey.

Visit RelayForLife.org/FirstCoastFL to
sign up for Relay and join your commu-
nity in the fight against cancer.
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ask for input from our school com-
munity.

Q: Do you have any kudos to share?

A: We have lots of fun things to cel-

ebrate:

Two Ponte Vedra High School stu-
dents were invited to represent the St.
Johns County School District at the
Regeneron International Science and
Engineering Fair, to be held in Co-
lumbus, Ohio in May: Nicolette Finn
and Anya Dorairaj.

Tuba player Campbell Jones of PVHS
was named to the High School All
State Band.

Nease freshman Aarna Warekar won
the chess championship.

Sree Vidya Siliveri, an eighth-grade
student at Landrum Middle School,
moves on to the National Spelling Bee
in May.

Students recently participated in the
Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. county-
wide poster and essay contest. For the
poster contest, Sophia Hinkle (11th
grade) from PVHS placed first and
Tess Impey (11th grade) from PVHS
placed second. For the essay contest,
Crawford Teideberg (seventh grade)
from Landrum Middle School placed
first and Sophia Koppenhafer (ninth
grade) from PVHS placed first.

Finally, the Nease NJROTC Brain
Brawl teams competed in the Area 10
Regional Championships. The Nease
A Team emerged as champions and
will compete in the national competi-
tion at the Naval Academy in Annapo-
lis.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at kelly.bar-
rera@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at

(904) 547-7510.

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise 3

Financial

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFP ©,CMFA @, CRPC ©

Managing Director — Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner

Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

904.380.2290

B 818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993
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STARLING

STARLING

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4199
ALF#13109

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700
ALF#12887

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether youre sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

WELLNESS « ENGAGEMENT « CULINARY « SERVICE

Call today to learn about current specials!

STARLING STARLING

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

904-834-4511
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Guest Column

Change in 2025 Homestead Exemption

By St. Johns County Property Appraiser Eddie Creamer

St. Johns County homeowners who
receive homestead exemption will see a
change on their 2025 property record
card. In the past, homestead exemption
has totaled $50,000 for those entitled to
the full homestead benefit. This year, the
homestead exemption value is $50,722
for those same homeowners. This increase
is due to Constitutional Amendment 5,
now Florida Statute 196.031(1)(b), that
was approved by voters in November.

Homestead exemption reduces the
amount of property taxes paid by a
Florida homeowner on their primary resi-

dence. Homestead exemption has totaled
$50,000 for eligible homeowners with
the first $25,000 applied to all property
taxes, including school taxes, and the
second $25,000 applied to the assessed
value between $50,000 and $75,000, not
including school taxes.

With Amendment 5, homestead exemp-
tion will still be applied in the same

way, but the difference will be with the
second $25,000 amount. Now, $25,000
will be the base with the total adjusted

to account for annual inflation, which is
determined by the Consumer Price Index
(CPI). The CPI is reported by the U.S.
Department of Labor, Bureau of Labor

“Before moving here, I had to

weather several storms. I was

alone and I was afraid. But here,

I was not afraid. Feeling safe and

secure made all the difference

during the storm.”

well-being

« And more!

DISCOVER A SECURE PLAN
FOR YOUR FUTURE AT
WESTMINSTER ST. AUGUSTINE

You'll love the maintenance-free lifestyle, ideal location
at World Golf Village and peace of mind of a secure
plan for the future. Our Life Plan Community offers:

« Formal and casual dining venues

» Resident privileges on world class King & Bear
and Slammer & Squire golf courses

« Exclusive MyWLife program for whole-person

« A full continuum of supportive aging services,
should your needs change

Call (904) 569-7871 today

to learn more!

7 .
Westminster
St. Augustine

Live Well. Be }Faﬁ@?

235 Towerview Drive, St. Augustine, FL &=
Independent Living | Assisted Living | Nursing Care

=

Rehabilitation | Memory Care

Statistics and measures inflation on con-
sumer goods and services. The CPI will
be reviewed yearly, and if the inflation
adjustment is positive, then an increase
will be made to the second $25,000.
With this new calculation, this year’s
homestead exemption increased by $722
to account for inflation.

Homeowners may be wondering if
homestead exemption can decrease below
$50,000 due to this new legislation, and
the answer is no. That is because the
amount will only change when the infla-
tion adjustment is positive. Therefore, the
minimum total for homestead exemption
is $50,000 for homeowners entitled to

the full homestead benefit.

Homestead exemption is important in
reducing a homeowner’s property taxes.
It not only reduces a property’s taxable
value, but it also puts a 3 percent cap on
the amount the home’s assessed value

can increase annually. Also, homestead
exemption is the gateway for other
exemptions, meaning homeowners need
to qualify for homestead exemption to be
eligible for additional exemptions.

Contact St. Johns County Property Ap-
praiser Eddie Creamer with any questions
or to provide additional information at

Eddie@sjcpa.gov or (904) 827-5500.

Coastal Friends’ fashion show
supports local businesses

By NewslLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On March 5 Coastal Friends hosted

its annual Fashion Show, “A Glamor-
ous Affair,” at Marsh Landing Country
Club in Ponte Vedra Beach with 110 in
attendance.

Patti Mason, Coastal Friends member,
said, “What an absolutely spectacular
event. Every detail of the Fashion Show
was flawless, from décor to incredible
fashions, hair, makeup, and even perfect
shoes. It was a masterpiece and a fun

time was had by all.”

This year, Coastal Friends proudly sup-
ported the local business community.
Event sponsors were all women- or fam-
ily- locally owned businesses, including
A’propos Boutique, Ellie Bing, Carla
Shoes & Accessories, Studio Sage, The
Social Society, and D Florals. Two of
these sponsors, The Social Society and

D Florals, were recently established in
the community in 2024.

The annual Coastal Friends fashion
show, held each spring, features the
latest fashions with Coastal Friends
members as fashion models.

Joanne Long of Carla Shoes & Acces-
sories said, “I have been doing fashion
shows for the past 28 years and this
was one of the best — from the team
that organized it, to the models and the
participating sponsors. It was great fun

for all of us.”

Coastal Friends was established in 1998
to foster friendships through social
activities and community engagement
among women from Jacksonville, the
Beaches, Nocatee and St. Augustine
communities. Contact brookemeister@
msn.com for more information on how

to join the group.

—
. '_d'_ Bl
Photo courtesy

Jy dams

Coastal Friends members who served as models at the group's annual fashion show.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com




Get to Know.. ..

James Ryan, 47, loves compet-
ing in surfing and in golf for
the Special Olympics. He
loves his job as a bag-

ger at Sawgrass Publix.
And he loves living
independently in a
condo within walk-

ing distance of his

job. Born with Down
Syndrome, a genetic
disorder usually associ-
ated with developmental
delays, James embraces life
with a cheerful, can-do at-
titude that includes learning the
Irish language of Gaelic in honor of
his grandparents, surfing and playing
golf on weekends to improve his skills
and for the love of the sports, and trav-
eling with his family whenever he can
around the country and to Europe.

Born in Livingston, New Jersey, he at-
tended elementary and middle school
in that state, then moved with his
parents and two sisters to Florida in
1995. He graduated from St. Augus-
tine High School in 1999, and began
working at Publix in 1997, while still
a student. He has been employed there
for 28 years.

Proud of his Irish heritage, James has

decorated his condo in an Irish motif,
which includes several family coats of
arms and plenty of green. His family

lovingly refers to it as The Shrine.

Get to Know . ..

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Maggie FitzRoy
James Ryan

James also recently gave his girlfriend
a promise ring, and even though she
lives in New Jersey, he visits her and
her family, and she visits him and his
parents, who live near James in Ponte

Vedra Beach.

Q: What can you tell us about your
girlfriend?

A: Her name is Stephanie. I met her
in elementary school, and I am four
years older than her. She came to see
me in May last year and we went on a
carriage ride in St. Augustine. We also
had a family cookout, and she met all
my family. In January, I went to visit
her and her family. There was snow on
the ground. It was ice cold. Up there,
winters are in-your-bones cold. We are
committed to each other. It’s a very
serious relationship.

Q: How involved are you with Spe-
cial Olympics?

Ponte Vedra
NewsLine

your business

t of our readers!

Affordable Rates = Multi Issue Discounts = Complimentary Graphic Design
We make advertising easy ... Call today!

' (904) 607-5062

(ga Linda Gay

Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

By Maggie FitzRoy
mail@floridanewsline.com

A: Every January, at the beginning of
the year, I collect donations for them
at Publix. I began competing in New
Jersey and have many medals and
ribbons in golf, gymnastics, swim-
ming, and track and field. My
favorite is golf. I play with my
brother-in-law, Andy. I take
golf lessons on Mondays,
my day off. I also play golf
on Sundays and compete
in area games and in
Orlando for the state. You
must earn your way up to
state and I've come in first
in my division.

Q: What do you love about

your condo?

A: T love it because I can have my
dinner anytime I want. I can go to
bed anytime I want. I can be indepen-
dent.

Q: Why are you teaching yourself the
Irish language of Gaelic?

A: I love Ireland and Irish history. I've
been to Ireland three times. I've been
studying the language for seven years
in memory of my (maternal) grand-
parents, who are from there, and were
not allowed to speak it in school. 'm
also researching my family through
ancestry.com. My dad’s side is mostly
Italian and Irish.

Q: What do you like about your job
at Publix?

A: I'm a bagger and I get carts from
the parking lot, and I like everything.
I like meeting people, and I like the
people I work with and the managers.
I work Tuesday through Friday, about
20 hours a week. Sometimes I meet
golfers. One of the players who came
in was Sergio Garcia. He gave me a
$10 tip one year and won. The next
year, he gave me a $5 tip and didn’t
win.

AFFORDABLE WATER
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Watering restrictions cont. from pg. 1

numbered addresses or no addresses may
water on Wednesdays and Saturdays.
Homes with even numbered addresses
may water on Thursdays and Sundays.
Nonresidential properties may water on
Tuesdays and Fridays.

Water only when needed and not be-
tween 10 a.m. and 4 p.m. Watering in
carly morning and early evening hours,
when temperature and wind speed are
lowest, reduces losses from evaporation
and wind that can occur during the mid-
dle of the day. This also allows the water
to seep into the ground to the grass and
plant roots, promoting healthier plants
with deep root systems.

Water for no more than one hour per
zone. Apply moderate amounts of water
to create a healthy, drought- and stress-
tolerant lawn. For most Florida soils, ap-
plying no more than three-quarters of an
inch of water per application is enough
to revitalize the grass. Saturate the root
zone, then let soil dry to encourage
healthy, deep root growth. Overwater-
ing promotes weed growth, disease and
fungus.

These restrictions apply to private wells
and pumps, ground or surface water,
and water from public and private utili-
ties. Visit www.sjrwmd.com for more
information.

Thank you
for reading
Ponte Vedra
NewsLinel!
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We Bring communities toaether!
Be sure to support

our advertisers!
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.
- Water Softners & Filtration Systems
- Service on most makes and models
- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

7 3760 KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS

1. English TV station 35. Type of tree

4. 1t fuels cars 36. Alfalfa
7. Where ships dock (abbr.) 41. Dishwasher soap brand

10. Indigenous people of Thailand 45. Hall where military eats

11. Midway between northeast 46, Ancient Greek City
and east 47. Speaks incessantly

12. Small Milky Way constellation 50. Discuss again

13. Fritz_, Austrian chemist 54. Extreme greed

15. A Brit’s grandmother 55. Adopt or support

16. Colombian city 56. Fantasy writer Russell
19. Visualize 57. Seize

21. Charged

23. People’s assets
24. Informative books 61. Automobile

60. Noted pet detective Ventura

25. Jeer 62. Georgia rockers

26. You can do it with your horn  63. Color opposite green
27. Agents of your downfall 64. Amount of time

59. Early Mesoamerican civilizati

CLUES DOWN

1. Sheep sound

2. Some can be emotional

3. Inflammation of colon lining
4. Origins

5. Comedienne Gasteyer

6. Perceived by the senses

7. A place to play ball

8. Occur before

9. Animal body parts

13. Thanksgiving dessert

14. Root mean square (abbr.)
17. 1960s teen idol Bobby

18. Promotional materials
20. One point east of northeast
22. Piers Anthony protagonist
27. Popular sports league
28. Cologne

31. Constrictor snake

32. Not good

33. Supplement with difficulty
37. Hug with fondness

38. Enforced again

39. Small amount of time (abbr.)
40. Substance

41. Anterior parts of the brain
42. Brews

43. Where ships load cargo

44. Holiday season singer

47.“  humbug!”

48. Monetary unit of Macao

49. Popular children's book elephan
51. Glutinous

52. Function

53. Old world, new

30. Central Uganda city 65. Attempt 29. Partner to cheese 58. Swiss river
34. Supervises flying
O @ 2L *kOX 2+t ACRLHENR2RD
sprING HAS sPrRUNG W ORD (S)EARCH ABCDEFCHiJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ
WORDS o r
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S 0 U I L FWTIWIBULD ZTNU PTIU DTIWU BREEZE Solve the code to discover words related to springtime.
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards. Clue: Lots of wet precipitation

Briefs cont. from pg.2

Newcomers group seeks members
Newcomers of the Beaches is a social club
that promotes friendship for women who
have moved into the beaches area within
the last two years or have experienced

a change in their lifestyle (for example,
retirement, widowhood, divorce). The
group’s motto is “Happiness is Making
New Friends” and there are a wide range
of activities to encourage fellowship

and fun. Women who enjoy outdoor
activities can join in to play golf, walk

on the beach, ride bikes on interesting
paths, or join in “Ladies Adventure”

with educational tours or fun day trips.
The club hosts monthly or biweekly
canasta, pinochle, euchre, Mah Jongg,
Rummikub, Five Crowns, and Mexican
Train for the game players in the group.
Members join with friends to try out
venues for breakfast, lunch or dinner out.
For readers, there are two book clubs that
meet monthly, one in-person club and a
zoom book club. Members may join the
volunteer efforts in various community
outreach programs. Partners are not
forgotten; Happy Hour out and some
evening game nights encourage activities
for couples.

Newcomers of the Beaches luncheons
take place on the second Wednesday

of most months and feature a speaker

or activity for members’ education and
enjoyment. The April luncheon will be
held on April 9 at the St. Johns Golf and
Country Club and will feature the club’s
popular fashion show with members

modeling JMcLaughlin clothing.

Visit Newcomersofthebeaches.com for
more information. Click on the menu
item “About Us” for information about
membership. Annual dues are $35 and
prospective members may attend two
monthly luncheons before becoming a
member.

Send us
your community news!

editor@floridanewsline.com

Rock music historian is guest speaker at
Coastal Friends lunch

Coastal Friends will host Michael Ray
Fitzgerald as the guest speaker at the
Wednesday, April 2 luncheon. The
luncheon runs from 11 a.m. — 1:30
p-m. and will be held at Marsh Landing
Country Club, 25655 Marsh Landing

Phwy.

Fitzgerald, a musician, media scholar,
former university instructor from Jack-
sonville, and author of five books, will
talk about the importance Jacksonville
has played in the history of rock music,
including the genre known as southern
rock.

The luncheon is open to members and
guests, as well as the community. The
cost to attend is $25. Reservations must
be made in advance by contacting the
luncheon chairman at bartshar@comcast.
net.

Luncheons are held on the first Wednes-
day of every month, except July and
August. New members are welcome
throughout the year. Contact brooke-
meister@msn.com for more information
on how to join.

Community Marketplace
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919
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EXTERIOR CLEANING
EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION
HOT WASH & SOFT WASH

4 ROOF CLEANING
4 POOL ENCLOSURES
4 DOCKS & WALKWAY
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Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

New Phone Num-
ber! Do Not Run In
AL Attention oxygen
therapy users! Dis-
cover oxygen therapy
that moves with you
with Inogen Portable
Oxygen Concentra-
tors. Free information
kit. 1-833-650-5419

New Ad Copy! 1'OLD
GUITARS WANTED!!
GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, Etc. 1930's
to 1980's. TOP DOL-
LAR PAID. CALL TOLL
FREE 1-866-433-8277

Do Not Run In: OR,
VT, WV Inflation is at
40 year highs. Inter-
est rates are way up.
Credit cards. Medical
bills. Car loans. Do
you have $10k or more
in debt? Call National
Debt Relief and find
out how to pay off
your debt for signifi-
cantly less than what
you owe! Free quote:
Call 1-844-955-4930

We buy houses for
cash as is! No repairs.
No fuss. Any condition.
Easy three step pro-
cess: Call, get cash of-
fer & get paid. Get your
fair cash offer today by
calling Liz Buys Hous-
es: 1-844-877-5833

Do Not Run In OR &
WA Don't let
the stairs limit your
mobility! Discover the
ideal solution for any-
one who struggles
on the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall
or wants to regain
access to their entire
home. Call AmeriGlide
today! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins take
less than 60 seconds.
Don't wait! Protect
your family, your
home, your assets now
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

Jacuzzi Bath Remodel
can install a new, cus-
tom bath or shower in
as little as one day. For
a limited time, waving
all installation costs!
(Additional terms ap-
ply. Subject to change
and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 3/30/25.)
1-844-501-3208

MobileHelp Ameri-

openings.

Job Finder April:

Starling operates several luxury senior living communities throughout
the greater Jacksonville area. We are always looking for talented folks to
join our team. Visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers to view our current

ca's premier mobile
medical alert system.
Whether you're home
or away. For safety
& peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

Replace your roof w/
the best looking & lon-
gest lasting material
steel from Erie Metal
Roofs! 3 styles & mul-
tiple colors available.
Guaranteed to last a
lifetime! Limited Time
Offer up to 50% off in-
stall + Additional 10%
off install (military,
health & 1st respond-
ers.) 1-833-370-1234

Consumer Cellular
- same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage
as the largest car-
riers. No long-term
contract, no hidden
fees free activation. All
plans feature unlim-
ited talk & text, start-
ing at just $20/mo.
Call 1-877-751-0866

DIRECTV Stream - Car-
ries the most local
MLB Games! Choice
Package $89.99/mo
for 12 mos Stream on
20 devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Do Not Run In FL Wes-
ley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation Experts
Over $50,000,000 in
timeshare debt & fees
cancelled in 2019. Get
free info package &
learn how to get rid
of your timeshare!
Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

Bath & shower up-
dates in as little as 1
day! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18
months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional

installs. Senior & mili-
tary discounts avail-
able. 1-877-543-9189

Do Not Run In AK,
AZ, ID, MT, ND, NM,
NV, SD Eliminate gut-
ter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Do Not Run In MN, MT,
NH, NM, RI, VT, WA
Dental insurance
from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for
400+ procedures.
Real dental insurance
- not just a discount
plan. Get your free
Information Kit with
details! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Become a published
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Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

LIMITED
TIME
OFFER!

SAVE!

| )’i/\
8 ERIEHOME.

UPTO
)
507
OFF
INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATE
1.833.370.1234

Expires 12/31/2024 MADE IN THE U.s

-

f#

. Call today and receive a

~—— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

® SAFENYSTEP

¥ WALK-IN TUB
A -1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-inTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer a}_time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Sp,
67.‘/4 i oﬁpl:
R

author. We want to
read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing
trusted since 1920.
Consultation, pro-
duction, promotion &
distribution. Call for
free author’s guide
1-877-729-4998 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/ads

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive a
free 5-Year warranty
with qualifying pur-

chase* Call 1-855-948-
6176 today to sched-
ule a free quote. It's
not just a generator.
It's a power move.

AGING ROOF? NEW
HOMEOWNER? STORM
DAMAGE? You need a
local expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate. Fi-
nancing available. Call
1-888-878-9091 Have
zip code of property
ready when calling!

Water damage clean-
up & restoration: A
small amount of wa-
ter can lead to major
damage in your home.
Our trusted profes-
sionals do complete
repairs to protect
your family and
your home’s value!
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-
2809. Have zip code
of service location

ready when you call!
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Literacy comes to life at The Pecans add the perfect
Ocean Palms Pantry | finishing touch |
By Lisa Farese on a journey fusing literacy and math Ra id ers mail@floridanewsline.com

mail@floridanewsline.com : :
o with games such as a unique take on

Pecans can make any recipe better.
Whether they add a nutritious crunch
to oatmeal, star as the lead ingredient
in pecan pie or give cookies that little
something extra, pecans elevate the
foods they touch.

Ocean Palms Elementary School bingo. Students communicated back

celebrated literacy week by inviting to Tang using hand signals and white

national bestselling author, Greg Tang, ~ boards to express their understanding.

to the school to teach literacy through Tang’s books, which include titles

such as “The Grapes of Math,” “Math

Fables,” and “Math-terpieces,” are

play to kindergarten through fifth grade

tudents.
stucents In this recipe "Twice-Baked Sweet

Potatoes" from "Simply Scratch”
(Avery) by Laurie McNamara, honey-
covered pecans are the crowning touch
on sweet potatoes, helping to make
this side dish one to remember at any
special meal.

With four sessions, three for students known for incorporating both math and

and one for teachers, Tang took students literacy.

Twice-Baked Sweet Potatoes

1 5
£ Egugny
-Gl (Serves 4)

Feiy ul

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

2 medium sweet potatoes, scrubbed Twee-Baked Swest Potatoss

1 tsp. olive oil

4 tbsp. unsalted butter Halve the sweet potatoes horizontally

Photos courtesy UsaFaes
National bestselling author, Greg Tang, leads Ocean Palms Elementary students through games and activities that
teach math and literacy.

.

2 tbsp. pure maple syrup

2 tsp. chili powder

V2 tsp. ground cinnamon

V2 tsp. kosher salt, plus a pinch
2 tbsp. honey

% cup coarsely chopped pecans

Preheat the oven to 400F

Massage the olive oil onto the sweet
potatoes and set them on a small bak-
ing sheet. Bake for 1 hour or until a
knife glides through effortlessly. Let
cool until safe to handle. Keep the
oven on.

and carefully scoop out the flesh into a
medium bowl. Set the skins aside. Add
the butter, maple syrup, chili powder,
cinnamon, and % teaspoon of the salt
and use a potato masher to mash the
filling until smooth.

In a small bowl, combine the honey,
pecans, and a pinch of salt.

Place the skins side by side in a small
baking dish. Spoon the filling in,
dividing it evenly, and top with the
honeyed pecans. Bake for 5 minutes.
Serve warm. )




Page 10| Ponte Vedra /275,20 April 2025

Summer Camp
Activities Guide”

Questions to ask before enrolling in @ summer camp

entertained
while school is
not in session
and Mom or
Dad is working.
Such situations
illustrate how
important sum-
mer camp can be
and underscore
the significance
of asking the
right questions
before enrolling
a child in camp.
In addition to
inquiring about
hours of opera-
tion, insurance and

pricing, parents can ask the following
questions before enrolling a child in
summer camp.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

ories that last a lifetime while building
lifelong friendships along the way.

Millions of children spend a sig- Camps have arguably become even

more important in recent decades

as more and more households have
featured two working parents. Single-
parent households also rely on sum-
mer camp to keep kids occupied and

nificant portion of their summers at
camp. The American Camp Associa-
tion reports that 26 million children
enroll in summer camp each year, and
many of those youngsters make mem-

What is the history of the camp?

A camp that has been in business for
decades is not necessarily superior to
one that opened more recently, but
it’s still worth asking how long a camp
has been around. It might be easier

to determine if a given camp is what
you're looking for if it’s been around
awhile. Such camps may have a sig-
nificant number of Google reviews
and may even provide testimonials
from past campers and parents. A
camp that’s been around awhile also
can share information regarding its
return rate, which indicates the num-
ber of youngsters who have come back
each summer. A strong return rate can
indicate campers enjoy their experi-
ences each summer.

USE Promocode: CAMPER
www.childrensartclasses.com

Who is eligible to attend camp?

Some camps restrict enrollment to
youngsters within a predetermined age
bracket, while others may be exclusive
to legal residents of the town where
the camp is being held. Eligibility

is not only a significant variable in
regard to determining who can and
cannot attend a given camps; it’s also

Contact us at
barbara@childrensartclasses.com

or Call (904) 612-7557

PLEAYE

BOYS/IANDIGIRLS
ALL LEVELS
AGESI2006-2017

WWW.SPORTINGJAXACADEMY.COM

Photo courtesy MetroCreative
Millions of children spend a significant portion of their summers at camp.

notable because parents may want
their children to attend a camp that
will feature some familiar faces. At-
tending camp alongside classmates or
neighbors or teammates can calm kids’
nerves and make them more excited
about going to camp each day in the
summer. But camps open to children
from other towns also can be benefi-
cial by allowing children to expand
their social networks beyond their
own towns.

What is the experience of camp

staff?

Camp directors and staff members
spend a lot of time with campers each
summer, so it’s important that parents
ask who these people are, how they’re
trained and how much experience they
have. No business can avoid employee
turnover completely, so parents who
hold out for a camp that’s had the
same employees for decades will likely
find themselves with an unhappy non-
camper come the start of summer. But
questions about turnover rate, training
and the counselor selection process are
viable questions to ask prior to enroll-
ing a child in a particular camp.

What is the camp itinerary?

Kids might grow bored if camp fea-
tures the same itinerary each day, and
parents might feel such camps are not
worth the investment. Ask about the
typical camp itinerary, including field
trips, daily activities, special events,
and entertainment. The more enter-
taining and fun a camp is, the more
likely youngsters are to love spending
time there.

Is physical activity part of the camp?

Many students attend academic camps
or camps where they learn to play mu-
sic or further their existing skills. But
parents know that physical activity is a
vital component of a healthy lifestyle
and a great way to make the best of
the summer sun. When considering a
specialty offering like band camp or
STEM camp, ask about what role, if
any, physical activity plays in a typical
day.
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Floridians enjoy some of the mildest
winters in the U.S., but I grew up in
Virginia, recalling snow-filled child-
hood memories. Craving a winter won-
derland, I set off for Iceland, hoping to
see snowfall and the Northern Lights.

Surprisingly, flights from New York
or Boston to Iceland take only five
hours — closer than many imagine.
Yet, everything in Iceland feels foreign
— in the best way. The language is
complex and nearly impossible to
pronounce, the currency can be per-
plexing, but almost everyone speaks
English. The highland is the dramatic
range of landscapes — otherworldly in
any season.

As my plane landed, I glimpsed a layer

Awesome Diamond Beach.

Iceland in Winter

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

of white blanketing everything, a vision
of Game of Thrones” icy Wall. Un-

able to check into my hotel so early, 1
headed straight to the Blue Lagoon.

Iceland’s most famous attraction was
actually formed by accident. In 1976,
wastewater from the Svartsengi geo-
thermal power plant created a mineral-
rich pool. Initially deemed unsafe for
bathing, it soon became a local secret as
workers discovered its soothing effects.
By 1981, researchers confirmed the
water’s healing properties, and in 1992,
the Blue Lagoon officially opened as a
spa retreat.

After showering, I descended steps
into an indoor extension of the pool
before slipping through a curtain into
the open air. The cold
morning wind jabbed
me, but the water felt
silky and warm. Steam
rose against the black
lava fields, creating an
ethereal atmosphere.

I smoothed the silica
mud — provided on-
site — over my face
letting it dry as
meandered around. I
explored a small cave,
the steam room, and a
sauna. Fully relaxed, I
finally made my way to
Reykjavik.
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Reykjavik is a blend of
Nordic charm and modern
energy best enjoyed on foot.
I passed colorful buildings
adorned with street art,
visited Hallgrimskirkja,

the striking church with
panoramic city views, and
admired Harpa Concert
Hall’s shimmering glass
facade. Along the waterfront,
I paused at the Sun Voyager,
a sleek steel rib-like sculpture
reminiscent of a Viking ship.

The next morning, I set
off on a small-group tour
of the Golden Circle, arriv-
ing at Thingvellir National
Park just as the sun crept over the
horizon (winter daylight comes late).
Fresh snowfall blanketed the landscape,
turning it into a magical scene A tiny
church stood near the winding Oxard
River, looking like something from a
fairytale.

At Gullfoss, a thundering two-tiered
waterfall, snowflakes swirled around
me as mist rose from the canyon below.
The Hvitd River plunges 105 feet into
a rugged abyss. I took in the view from
multiple vantage points — each more
picturesque than the last, and wished I
could have lingered longer.

Next was Haukadalur, a geothermal
field alive with bubbling mud pots and
steaming vents. I watched Strokkur
Geyser erupt, a sudden burst of scald-
ing water rocketing skyward before
vanishing just as quickly. Unlike
Yellowstone’s Old Faithful, Strokkur’s
displays are brief but frequent.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Blue Lagoon in the early morning.

Another long day took me along
Iceland’s stunning south coast to Jokul-
sarlén Glacier Lagoon and nearby Dia-
mond Beach. Icebergs, freshly calved
from the glacier, floated across the la-
goon before washing ashore, glistening
like diamonds against the black sand.
The surreal contrast of ice and volcanic
shore is mesmerizing — I could hardly
tear myself away.

No winter trip to Iceland would be
complete without chasing the North-
ern Lights. Bundled up and full of
anticipation, I ventured beyond Reyk-
javik to escape light pollution. But luck
was not on my side; only the faintest
shimmer of green and purple flickered
across the cloudy sky. Still, the magic
of Iceland in winter left me spellbound
as | returned to sunny, warm Florida.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Landers sto-
ries and travel tips.

CALL TODAY TO SCHEDULE YOUR
FREE HEARING TEST*

o Hearinglife

*See office for details. *20% discount is off standard list prices. One offer per purchase. Offer cannot be combined with any other offer or discount, including the HearingLife Value Plan (HLVP). Not valid on prior
purchases. Offer not available to any consumer who has private or federal health insurance coverage. Private pay purchases only. The CROS system and Essential products do not qualify for this offer. Hearing aids
must be purchased by 4/30/25. Exclusions apply. See office for details. Offer valid from 4/1/25 thru 4/30/25. *One offer per purchase. Limited to one trade-in per customer. No cash value. Not valid on prior purchases.
Offer not available to any consumer who has private or federal health insurance coverage. Private pay purchases only. The CROS system and Essential products do not qualify for this offer. Other terms or exclusions
may apply, see office for details. Offer valid from 4/1/25 thru 4/30/25. Information within this offer may vary or be subject to change.
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20% OFF'

HEARING AID PURCHASES

Taylor Kieffer
Au.D., Audiologist

Love the way you hear with
personalized hearing care.

Your hearing is as unique as a fingerprint.
That’s why at HearingLife we provide
personalized hearing care and solutions
tailored to help you get the most out of
your hearing — and life.
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TRADE IN your old hearing aids

RECEIVE $500' toward the purchase

of a new pair of hearing aids

640 Third St. N, Ste. 1, Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

904.869.3608 - hearinglife.com

When calling, mention code AG60-1
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Live Exceptionally!

Vicar's Landing at Sawgrass

Traditional retirement living? No way.

Every day is an adventure at Vicar's Landing in beautiful Ponte Vedra
Beach. This is today’s senior living, with fitness classes, artistic pursuits,
thought-provoking lectures, and on-site, comprehensive healthcare.
Indulge in gourmet dining, relax in our serene surroundings, and find
lasting friendships.

Discover a retirement experience that exceeds
expectations and challenges all the norms—Discover
Vicar’s Landing.

LU 904.285.6000 | VicarsLanding.com




