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Theatre Troupe 1776 takes the 
stage in March with the clas-
sic show, “Little Women.” The 
Troupe will be performing an 
original adaptation written by 
Louise Everett. This adaptation 
follows the classic novel writ-
ten by Louisa May Alcott. The 
performance is being directed by 
Patty Everett.

Theatre Troupe 1776 is a local 
theatre troupe made up of actors 
of all ages. They focus on fam-
ily friendly entertainment and 
original works. The Troupe works 
very closely with the Mandarin 
Community Club performing 
fund raising Cabarets.

The Troupe will be performing 
10 shows of “Little Women,” 

Photo courtesy Patty Everett

The Little Women: Madelyn Wolfram (Beth), Audrey 
Everett (Meg), Louise Everett (Jo), and Anna Molzer 

(Amy).

New club at Mandarin High School 
aims to serve others

Photos courtesy Mandolyn Mansell

Mandolyn Mansell and Kourtney Nguyen with their sickle cell presentation.

Join us to learn more about advanced treatment options to help manage your Disease.
 Family and friends are welcome to attend this educational event.  *FREE meal provided.

Option 2
Date: Tuesday March 25th, 2025 • 11:00am 
Location:  COA Center at UF Health Nocatee
351 Town Plaza Ave, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
Register to Attend: http://learndbs.com/1614

Option 1
Date: Thursday, March 13th, 2025 •  11am

Location: Church of Eleven 22 - Mandarin Campus
4911 Losco Road, Jacksonville FL 32257

Register to Attend in Person: http://learndbs.com/1615

RSVP also available by phone: Alaine Keebaugh, PhD (c) 770-356-6410 

Theatre Troupe 
1776 to stage 
“Little Women”

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

When Kourtney Nguyen and Mando-
lyn Mansell transferred from Stanton 
to Mandarin High School they had 
an idea to start a community service 
club at their new school. They found 
that a lot of charities have clubs at the 
high school level and so they reached 
out to the Red Cross in August to see 
what they needed to do to start one 
at Mandarin. By November they held 
their first meeting and today have 
between 30 – 35 members who meet 
once per month after school to per-
form community service projects.

“Our club is humanitarian and com-
munity related, not just medical,” 
Mansell said, despite the general 
implications of being associated with 
the Red Cross. 

Mansell said that three mission proj-
ects are required annually to maintain 
their affiliation with the Red Cross, 
which is overseen by a staff member 
at the Red Cross of Northeast Florida. 
The MHS club has already performed 
three projects and has plans for a few 
more before the end of this school 
year, their first in existence.

Members created holiday cards in 

their Holiday for Heroes project 
before the holidays. These cards, along 
with items collected during a dona-
tion drive at the school, were collected 
by the Red Cross for distribution to 
military members around the world. 

Next came a community awareness 
project on sickle cell anemia. Club 
members created informative posters 

and Mansell and Nguyen even used 
this project to compete at a regional 
HOSA – Future Health Professionals 
competition held at Tocoi Creek High 
School in January. Both Mansell and 
Nguyen are members of this organiza-
tion as well and earned fourth place 
for their project. Additionally, they 
made a presentation about sickle cell 
to second graders at San Jose Primary 
School.

“It was so fun to present our work to 
the students there,” Nguyen said.

In February, the club promoted fire 
safety to coincide with Sound the 
Alarm, a program where the Red 
Cross actually installs fire alarms in 
homes. Mandarin High School Red 
Cross members had an activity at their 
meeting where they made posters fash-
ioned after a clock, with each hour 
representing a fire safety tip. They 
hung these posters around their school 
to educate their fellow students.

Mandarin High School Red Cross Club members with their community awareness posters.

Celebrating
20 years!
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(904) 804-5535
www.jaxhopeinc.org

HELPING THOSE WITH 
PARKINSONS LIVE 

A FULLER LIFE!

 

Creating Smiles & Relationships for a Lifetime!
Our Group of Dental Specialists Provide 
Expert Care from Simple to Complex Cases

• Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
• Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
• Dr. Annie Vu, DMD
• Dr. Peter Farag, DMD
• Dr. Swati Gupta, DMD
• Dr. Kevin Vera, DDS

At Our Specialty Center:
• Dr. Yianne Krtizas, Oral Surgery
• Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
• Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics
• Dr. Haider Alramli, Periodontist

12276 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 314
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.786.9200

JRDentalCare.com

 $59*
NEW PATIENT SPECIAL

Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Full Moouth & Panoramic X-Rays

*Cash patients. (D0150, D0220, D1110) No gum disease.

 $299
SURGICAL TOOTH 

EXTRACTION
Self Pay Only. Excludes Most Wisdom Teeth.

$500 OFF
INVISILIGN

Includes Free Blanching Trays &
Whitening Gell with Finished Treatment

FREE FREE

$29
LIMITED EMERGENCY 
EXAM & ONE X-RAY

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D Cone 
Beam Scan, for implant supported denture, single tooth/bridge.

To determine implant fee starting at $1500.
Your smile and investment 
deserve a second opinion.

IMPLANT CONSULT ORTHODONTIC 
CONSULTATIONwith 3D X-RAY – $500 Value!

Not Valid with other offers.

$500 – $5000 OFF*
DENTAL IMPLANTS

*Ask about  All-On-X Dental Implants

Accepting 

New 

Patients 

of All 
Ages

Appointments

Call 904.807.8744 
for an appointment 
today or scan 
the QR code

7030 Normandy Blvd. 
Jacksonville, FL 32205

904.786.5850

7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. • Suite 104
Jacksonville, FL 32223

904.786.9200 JR Dental

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

Mandarin Women’s Club hosts brunch 
and Bingo
On March 27 the Mandarin Women’s 
Club will hold its annual Bingo game 
and buffet brunch at the Ramada 
Inn, 3130 Hartley Road in Manda-
rin. Bingo cards are 10 for $5, and 
10 games will be played. Attendees 
should bring their dauber or pen and 
get ready to play. Cash prizes will be 
awarded.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reser-
vations for the luncheon are required. 
The luncheon cost is $25 and must 
be received by Monday, March 17. 
To make reservations and obtain 
payment instructions, call Barbara 
at (904) 612-6494 or email her at 
barbara.metallo@outlook.com. Visit 
www.mandarinwomensclub.com for 
more information on events, photos, 
and membership forms.

Garden club to host semi-annual 
clothing sale
The Mandarin Garden Club will host 
its semi-annual clothing, jewelry and 
plant sale on Friday, March 7 and 
Saturday, March 8 from 9 a.m. – 2 
p.m. each day at the garden club’s 
building, 2892 Loretto Road.

Gently used clothing for men, 
women and children will be on sale 
for $1. Items from the Boutique and 
jewelry section will be priced sepa-
rately. The pop-up plant sale outside 
in the gardens will offer bargains on 
green plants for your yard. Master 
Gardeners will be on hand to answer 
questions about plants and garden-
ing. 

Heart of Jacksonville African Violet 
Society sale announced
The Heart of Jacksonville African 
Violet Society will host its annual 
Display and Sale on March 28 and 
29 at San Jose Church of Christ, 
6233 San Jose Blvd. Event hours are 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. on Friday and 10 
a.m. – 3 p.m. on Saturday. This show 
and sale provides the opportunity for 
attendees to learn from experienced 
growers how to keep African violets 
thriving and how to propagate new 
plants.

This year’s theme, “Timeless El-
egance,” celebrates the beauty and 
diversity of African violets and their 
many cousins. The event will feature 
stunning displays, floral arrange-
ments, and dish gardens of African 
violets and other gesneriads including 
streptocarpus, sinningia, primulina, 
and episcia — all dedicated to this 
elegant theme. All attendees will 
receive a free African violet leaf with 
instructions on how to propagate it.

A “Violets 101: Introduction to 
Violets” class will be held on Friday 
at 1 p.m. and Saturday at 12 p.m. 
Additionally, there will be an educa-
tional display and experienced club 
members on hand to answer any 
questions and give advice on keeping 
your plants beautiful. A variety of 
African violets and other gesneriads 
will be available for purchase, includ-
ing mature, blooming plants, starter 
plantlets, and leaves. There will also 
be hard-to-find African violet sup-

Briefs cont. on pg. 7
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FFBBFF Meet Sequoia!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was Tommy Hazouri Park.

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Breed: 
Maltipoo

Favorite Activity: 
Exploring the woods

Favorite Food: 
Puppy Patty (unseasoned beef patty from 

In-N-Out)
Favorite Friends: 

Everyone she meets! But especially her 
“uncle” Bentley (my mother-in-law’s Maltese-

Yorkie)
How did your BFF get her name: 

We got her while we were stationed in 
California, near the Sequoia National Park. Her 
red fur reminded us of the red tree bark on the 

Sequoia trees.

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

to
 ou

r

PG 8

Don’t miss our April issue!
Deadline 3/12/25

A. caregiver  B. puppy  C. boarding  D. travel

TURN YOUR TECH INTO 
CASH WITH US!
We're here to give you top-dollar 
payouts for your favorite gadgets
• latest iPhones
• Sleek MacBooks
• Premium Cameras
or other high-tech treasures.

12525 Philips Hwy Suite 109, Jacksonville, FL 32256

904-496-0074

WE BUY, SELL AND TRADE ELECTRONICSWE BUY, SELL AND TRADE ELECTRONICS

You'll walk away with cash in hand, instantly!  

Valid in-store the participating
stores listed. Coupon not

valid for Seed/Bird Food, Camera
Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards,

DSC Memberships, or Sale Items.
Cannot be combined with
other coupons/discounts.

Offer expires 3/31/25.
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

Happy St. 
Patrick's Day
from your 
friends at
Mandarin 
NewsLine!
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m. 
at Tommy Hazouri Park (formerly Mandarin Park). 
The courts are at the park entrance next to the 
tennis courts. Try to get there a few minutes 
early for court assignments. Beginners are 
welcome. Just show up (a few minutes before 
playing time), unless it rains.

Parkinson’s Exercise Group meets every 
Thursday from 6 p.m. – 7 p.m. at 4911 Losco Road. 
People of all ages and stages of Parkinson’s as 
well as spouses and caregivers are welcome to 
attend these free classes. Contact group leader 
Katheryn Donaldson at serving4_him@yahoo.
com or (904) 710-1449 for more information. 

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every Saturday, 
except on holiday weekends, at 8:30 a.m. at 
Baha’i Community Center, 5034 Greenland Road. 
Guests are welcome. The meetings can also be 
attended online at https://toastofjax.toastmas-
tersclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the second 
and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in 
the Kids’ Building of Trinity Mandarin, located 
at 2955 Orange Picker Road. This jam is open to 
everyone and all levels of ability are welcome. 
Come to play with the group or just sit back and 
enjoy the music. For more information, contact 
Burt Coulliette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy 
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items 
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday 
from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit 
Company, 1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit 
the group’s Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or 
email playinghookie2022@gmail.com for more 
information.

MomCo (formerly known as MOPS), a fun and 
safe place to connect with other moms, share 
breakfast, and hear from guest speakers on 
various topics, will meet every other Tuesday 
from 9:45 a.m. – 11:45 a.m. on the Mandarin 
Presbyterian Church /Loretto Road Campus with 
childcare provided. Space is limited; visit man-
darinpres.com/momco to register. Email MOPS@
mandarinpres.com for more information.

1st:  Legacy Grandparenting Summit 2025 
will be held on March 1 at Mandarin 

Presbyterian Church from 9 a.m. –  4:30 p.m. 
This event aims to help grandparents create a 
spiritual legacy within their families. Attendees 
can look forward to inspiring speakers, worship, 
music, opportunities for connection and valu-
able grandparenting resources. Visit mandarin-
pres.com/legacy for more information.

1st:  Walter Jones Historical Park buildings, 
including the 1898 St. Joseph's Mission 

Schoolhouse for African American Children, the 
1875 Webb Jones Farmhouse, the 1876 Barn, and 

the Losco Winery, are open the first Saturday 
of each month (this month, March 1) from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. The Historic Mandarin Store & Post 
Office, located at 12471 Mandarin Road, will also 
be open. Museum volunteers will be inside each 
building for guided tours. Admission is free; 
Donations help support the museum’s program-
ming and operations. Visit www.mandarin-
museum.org or call (904) 268-0784 for more 
information.

1st:  Meet the Maple Leaf Divers at the 
Mandarin Museum, 11964 Mandarin 

Road, from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. on the first Saturday 
of each month (this month, March 1). This is 
an informal, conversational-style event; drop 
in anytime within the two hours to chat with 
Dr. Keith Holland and his team and view the 
museum’s expanded Maple Leaf exhibit. Admis-
sion to Meet the Maple Leaf Divers and Mandarin 
Museum is free. Donations help support the 
museum’s programming and operations. For 
more information, visit www.mandarinmuseum.
org or call (904) 268-0784.

2nd:  Music Under the Oaks community 
music jam, hosted by the Manda-

rin Museum & Historical Society and North 
Florida Folk Network will resume on Mandarin 
Museum’s front lawn on the first Sunday of each 
month (this month, March 2) from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
Bring a chair or blanket and relax and listen. This 
is a free event; donations support the operations 
and programming at Mandarin Museum. Visit 
www.mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 268-
0784 for more information.

4th:  Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet 
on Tuesday, March 4 at 6:30 p.m. at 

Mandarin Presbyterian Church on the Loretto 
Road Campus in the Kids Space at 2501 Loretto 
Road. New members/guests welcome. Visit 
honeybeequilters.org for more information.

7th   and 8th: Mandarin Garden Club’s $1 
Clothing, Jewelry and Pop-up Plant 

Sale will be held at the Mandarin Garden Club, 
2892 Loretto Road. The public is invited. Call 
(904) 268 1192 for more information.

8th:  Second Saturday Arts and Farmers 
Market at First Christian Church, 11924 

San Jose Blvd. on March 8 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
Visit www.facebook.com/SecondSatMarket/ for 
more information.

9th:  Mandarin Parkinson’s Support 
Group meets at Church of Eleven 22, 

4911 Losco Road, on the second Sunday of each 
month (this month, March 9) from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
This month will feature a certified nutritional 
therapist. Contact group leader Katheryn Don-
aldson at serving4_him@yahoo.com or (904) 
710-1449 for more information. 

13th: Mandarin American Legion Post 
372 general meeting will be held 

on March 13 at 7 p.m. at Williams Family YMCA 
10415 San Jose Blvd., on the second floor. Riders 
of the Legion will be held on March 16 at 10 a.m. 
and Sons of the Legion will be held on March 
27 at 7 p.m. at the same location. Visit https://
alpost372fl.org/ for more information.

13th: Pick, Press, Preserve will be the 
program at the Magnolia Circle on 

March 13 at 10 a.m. at the Mandarin Garden Club, 
2892 Loretto Road. The public is invited. Call 
(904) 268-1192 for more information.

15th – 16th: Jacksonville Orchid Society 
presents “Orchid Jungle,” the annual 

orchid show and sale on March 15 from 10 a.m. – 
6 p.m. and March 16 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the 
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The 
event will feature exquisite displays of blooming 
orchids created by amateur and professional 
growers and attendees can find out how easy 
it is to grow orchids. There will also be daily 
lectures/demonstrations on orchid culture and 
orchids and supplies available for purchase. Visit 
www.jaxorchidsociety.org for more information. 

17th: The All Star Quilters Guild will meet 
at 9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to 

the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, March 17 at 
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. The 
program will feature three quilters discussing 
“Modern Marvels.” “Show and Tell” is always a 
feature. Guests are welcome. Visit www.allstar-
quilters.org for more information.

18th: Unimaginable Ways to Recycle 
presented by Joyce Datz will be the 

program at the Dogwood Circle on March 18 at 10 
a.m. at the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto 
Road. The public is invited. Call (904) 268-1192 for 
more information.

20th: Third Thursday Lecture will be held 
Thursday, March 20, from 6 p.m. – 

8:00 p.m. at Mandarin Museum, 11964 Mandarin 
Road. Museum volunteers and Master Gardeners 
from the UF/IFAS extension office will present an 
informative evening at the museum’s Florida-
Friendly Landscaping Garden. The event will 
include a plant clinic, soil sample testing, and a 
special presentation in the 1898 Schoolhouse. 
Refreshments and plant clinic begin at 6 p.m.; 
the program is at 7 p.m. Admission is free.

20th: Caring for Trees presented by 
Master Gardeners and tree stewards 

Mark Klinepeter and Melanie Carrier will be the 
program at the Cherokee Rose Circle on March 
20 at 10 a.m. at the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 
Loretto Road. The public is invited. Call (904) 
268-1192 for more information.

27th  Mandarin Women’s Club’s 
luncheon will be held on March 27 

beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the Ramada Inn in 
Mandarin. This month features the club’s annual 
Bingo game and attendees should bring their 
dauber or pen and get ready to win cash prizes. 
Bingo cards are 10 for $5. The luncheon cost is 
$25 and must be received by Monday, March 
17. To make reservations and obtain payment 
instructions, contact Barbara at (904) 612-6494 
or email her at barbara.metallo@outlook.com. 
Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com for more 
information on events, photos, and membership 
forms.

27th: Climate Change in Real Life 
presented by Urban Forestry Exten-

sion Agent Larry Figart will be the program at 
the Live Oak Circle on March 27at 7 p.m. at the 
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The 
public is invited. Call (904) 268-1192 for more 
information.

27th: Mandarin Republican Club will meet 
on Thursday, March 27 at St. Mary’s 

Seafood, 11290 Old St. Augustine Road. Social 
time begins at 6 p.m. and the meeting starts at 
6:30 p.m. First time visitors are welcome.

28th: The Italian American Club of 
Jacksonville will hold its popular 

Spaghetti to Go on Friday, March 28 from 5 p.m. 
until the spaghetti is gone at the club building, 
2838 Westberry Road. Take out only; cash, credit 
and debit cards are accepted. Dinners cost $13 
and there are small charges for extra meatballs, 
cannolis and pizza rolls. No phone orders. Call 
(904) 586-2700 for more information.

28th – 29th: Heart of Jacksonville African 
Violet Society annual display and 

sale will be held on March 28 (10 a.m. – 4 p.m.) 
and March 29 (10 a.m. – 3 p.m.) at San Jose 
Church of Christ, 6233 San Jose Blvd. Admission 
and parking are free. Visit https://jacksonvil-
leviolets.org/ for more information.

29th: North Florida Genealogical Society 
(formerly SGES) will take a field trip 

this month to the SAR Battle of Thomas Creek 
Commemoration on Saturday, March 29 at 10 
a.m. at Seaton Creek Historic Preserve Park. It 
will be the 248th anniversary of the Battle of 
Thomas Creek, which was the southernmost 
battle of the Revolutionary War. The park is 
located off Interstate 95 at Exit 366 then head 
west 2.5 miles on Pecan Park Road to 2145 Gold 
Star Family Parkway /Arnold Rd. that accesses 
the Jacksonville National Cemetery and Lem 
Turner Road. Visit www.sgesjax.org or call (904) 
778-1000 for more information.

What’s Happening in MandarinWhat’s Happening in Mandarin
Community CalendarMarchMarch

FREE TREES! FREE TREES! 

mandarincommunityclub.org  •  904-268-1622
12447 Mandarin Rd

• Live Oak • Shummard Oak • 
• Dahoon Holly • Riverbirch • 

• Yellow Poplar •

While Supplies Last * One (1) per household/vehicle

* Handouts from the 
  Duval Extension Office 
  on Tree Planting & Care

* Master Gardeners available 
  for questions on 
  Planting & Location

MARCH 15, 2025   9 – 12 NOON

THMANDARIN COMMUNITY CLUB 8  ANNUAL

TREE GIVEAWAY

APRIL 26
MAY 17
JUNE 21

APRIL 26
MAY 17
JUNE 21

SATURDAY, MARCH 15Daytime Bingo!  
FRIDAY, MARCH 14TH 
DOORS OPEN AT 12PM
GAMES START AT 1PM
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with Duval County School Board Member 
Melody Bolduc, District 7Q A&

with Jacksonville City Council Member  
Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&

Thrive
Coffee

FarmHand 
Foundation

Lippman
Farms

HARVESTING 
RICH REWARDS

Unearthing Mother Nature brings gifts of abundance.  
At HarborChase, a bounty of locally grown produce, 

dairy and seafood artfully moves from land and  
sea to the well-appointed table.

Senior living inspired by new heights of excellence.

Mandarin  |  (904) 584-9806

WATCH OUR FARM 
TO TABLE JOURNEY

10365 Old St. Augustine Rd.

(904) 262-3007

Registering 
2’s, 3’s

& Free VPK
for 2025-2026.

Notice Of Nondiscriminatory 
Policy As To Students
Precious Promises Preschool 
admits students of any race, 
color and national ethnic ori-

26th Annual Anniversary and Porch Sale

Throughout the store and on the porch
find one of a kind items for you & your home.

3 0 4 7  J u l i n g t o n  C r e e k  R o a d  |  J a c k s o n v i l l e ,  F L  3 2 2 2 3  |  ( 9 0 4 )  8 8 6 - 0 3 9 3

March 7th & 8th 10 am - 5 pm
March 9th 12 pm - 5 pm

Q: Can you share any information 
about what the school district is 
considering with regards to the new 
requirements for school start times?

A: I’ve had lots of community feedback 
on this issue. Right now, it looks very 
favorable for the upcoming legislative 
session, which will be considering a 
House Bill and a companion Sen-
ate Bill that would return start time 
decisions to local districts. We have 
the support of our local delegation for 
this. It is still a good idea for parents 
to continue to contact their legislators 
through March to let their voices be 
heard as this decision is made.

Q: What insight can you provide on 
the proposed changes to scheduling 
for next year?

A: At our workshop today [interview 
date of Feb. 11], the superintendent 
told us he is leaning towards a seven-
period day for middle school since 
this is the preference of middle school 
teachers and he’s leaning towards a 
3X3 block plus one skinny period 
schedule for high school. This means 
high school students would have three 
classes one day for a longer period of 
time and then another three classes per 
day for this longer period of time. In 
addition, they would have one shorter 
class daily. 

Q: Why are these schedule changes 
being considered?

A: First of all is the budget. Both 
of these proposed schedules would 
provide seven classes per year, which 
will save money yet still provide the 
required credits needed for gradua-
tion. Secondly, it would address teacher 
vacancies that we are experiencing. 
The number of teachers would not be 
reduced, just the number of vacancies. 
Finally, it would allow for all teachers 
to have parity in planning. 

Q: Can you comment on the recently 
received NAEP and FAST test scores?

A: First on the NAEP (National Assess-
ment of Educational Progress): this is 
a national test and random students’ 
scores are chosen and then the results 
are compared to other similarly sized 
districts. Due to this random nature, 
there is really no way for us to measure 
or to analyze the data. We will con-
tinue all the work we do to improve 
student outcomes.

For the FAST: these are progress moni-
toring results and constituents should 
know when looking at the scores, they 
represent a percentage of students who 
are already showing grade level profi-
ciency for the end of the year test. So 
these are actually decent scores that we 
received, but of course we are hopeful 
that they will go up significantly from 
here.

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share with District 7?

Q: Do you have any rezoning items to 
discuss for Mandarin [as of interview 
date of Feb. 12]?

A: There’s a proposal for 62 Pulte homes, 
which are consistent with the area, to 
be built off Aladdin Road that will be 
headed for the Planning Commission 
in late February. We did hold a com-
munity meeting a few months ago and 
the applicants have addressed as many 
of the concerns raised at that meeting 
as they feel they can. The application 
will be presented to the Land Use and 
Zoning (LUZ) Committee on March 4 
and this would be the place for people 
to be if they have an opinion about this 
proposed project. It will come before the 
full City Council the following week as 
a quasi-judicial matter.

Q: What insight can you share about 
the two “missing middle” bills (2024-
0686 and 2024-0689)?

A: These are still in the development 
state and are not scheduled for public 
hearing until March 11. The idea behind 
these bills is to introduce diversity of 
housing (such as duplexes and triplexes) 
in certain areas, but at this time, Man-
darin is not included in the map. I like 
the idea of limited diversity in housing 
opportunities, but as far as these specific 
bills go, I’m not yet informed enough to 

make a decision at this point.

Q: What’s the latest on the repaving of 
Beauclerc Road?

A: The repaving of this road is finally all 
but completed after multiple years and 
multiple asks.

Q: Do you have any updates on the 
Mandarin Road sidewalk?

A: I just heard from JTA that they and 
their surveyors have forwarded their 
environmental report to the federal 
government (necessary because federal 
funding was secured for this work). We 
are planning a community meeting at 
the end of March to let people know 
what the surveyors have found to be the 
least impactful route for the sidewalk 
installation. Great care is being taken 
to preserve as many trees as possible, 
just as we did with the prior stretch of 
sidewalk. We will keep everyone posted 
as to the date of the community meeting 
via our bi-weekly email. (In order to be 
added to our email list, simply contact 
my office and make the request.)

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Community members can email me 
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.

Q&A with Melody Bolduc   cont. on pg. 8
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Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®
Managing Director – Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner
Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

Jacksonville’s annual Celebrate Read-
ing Week returns March 2 – 8 with 
appearances by local children’s book 
authors, live entertainers, beloved book 
characters, and more. This week of 
fun literacy-themed events ends with a 
“Bananas About Books” Family Reading 
Day on Saturday, March 8, from 9 a.m. 
– 12:30 p.m. at the Main Library (303 
N. Laura Street). 

Special guest performer, Shana Banana, 
will lead kids in a “Book Character 
Parade” around the library after her 
scheduled performance at 9:30 a.m., so 
don’t forget to dress up. Mayor Deegan’s 
River City Readers Bookmobile will be 
parked outside and kids can also pick 
up a free book and lunch (while sup-
plies last). Visit bit.ly/BananasAbout-
Books for a complete schedule.

Check to see if your child is hitting 
their developmental milestones by at-
tending a free “Books, Balls & Blocks” 
Developmental Screening Event (for 
families and children, aged birth to 
eight) held during storytime on Satur-

day, March 22, from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
at Southeast Regional Library (10599 
Deerwood Park Blvd.). Children will 
engage in developmentally appropriate 
play while parents/guardians complete a 
questionnaire. There will also be prizes 
and giveaways.

The Best of Elementary Art Show re-
turns March 27 through April 29. Cel-
ebrate these emerging artists (from your 
local elementary schools) at an Open 
House Monday, March 31, from 6:30 
p.m. – 7:30 p.m. at Mandarin Library 
or Tuesday, April 1, from 5:30 p.m. – 
6:30 p.m. at South Mandarin Library.

And bring your elementary-age kids 
back to the library for fun programs. 
Explore S.T.E.M. books and hands-on 
activities with Junior Scientists. Or read 
about and create your own art with 
Junior Artists. Stop by the Mandarin 
Library Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. or 
South Mandarin Library Tuesdays at 
4 p.m. (Note: These program alternate 
week to week between “Scientists” and 
“Artists.”) Check ahead of time at jax-
publiclibrary.org/events.

Celebrate Reading with your local 
library

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Art Festival returns once 
again as a Mandarin Easter weekend 
tradition to be held on Saturday, April 
19 from 10 a.m. – 5 p.m. and on 
Sunday, April 20 from 10 a.m. – 4 p.m. 
Founded in 1968, the festival has been 
a community favorite for decades and is 
now the largest event within Mandarin.

The art festival showcases the talented 
artwork of more than 100 professional 
national and local artisans in the unique 
festival setting under the oaks of Man-
darin and on the grounds of the historic 
Mandarin Community Club. All the 
artists selected have gone through a 
jurying process to determine eligibil-
ity, and a lucky few will be chosen by 
judges for awards in their category.

One of those artists is Harry Hearne 
from Murphy, N.C., who participates 
each year.

“Over 30 years ago the Mandarin Art 
Festival was one of the first juried art 
festivals I participated in,” Hearne said. 
“Having grown up in St. Augustine but 
living in Tennessee, the Mandarin show 
gave me the opportunity to successfully 
sell my work and enjoy being back in 
the area. What continues to draw us 
back to the show is the historic setting, 
the great hospitality of the customers 
and staff, and the glorious live oaks. We 
look forward to our return every year.” 

As part of the festival, don’t miss the 
Green Market to procure products from 
an array of local home-grown businesses 
including honey, artisan soaps, cheese 
straws, spices, rubs and sauces. The 
Children’s Art Show proudly displayed 
in the 150-year-old historic club build-
ing displays the work of local elemen-
tary and middle school students. The 
Children’s Art Show will be judged by 
the well-known artist, Pablo Rivera. 

Other enjoyable activities throughout 
the festival include live musical enter-
tainment, food choices at a number of 
food trucks and vendors and the annual 
Bake Sale, which remains a festival 
favorite for homemade baked good-
ies. And while at the festival visit the 
100-year-old Mandarin Store and Post 
Office listed on the National Register of 
Historic Places to step back in time.

Free parking is available offsite at Albert 
Field on Orange Picker Road and 
the Masonic Lodge on Loretto Road; 
shuttles will run continually through-
out the show times to and from these 
locations. A $2 donation per person at 
the gate is suggested and helps support 
this event and the non-profit Mandarin 
Community Club. Due to insurance re-
quirements you must leave pets at home 
unless certified as a Service Animal.

Visit mandarinartfestival.org or man-
darincommunityclub.org for more infor-
mation.

Coming soon … annual 
Mandarin Art Festival

Did you know?
Archived issues of Mandarin NewsLine may be found online!

Visit www.floridanewsline.com
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John and Renay Daigle
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Johns and Renay Daigle

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

John and Renay Daigle have been 
mixing their business and per-
sonal lives for the past 20 years. 
As principals of Daigle Creative, 
the couple, married for 29 years, 
say it’s important to respect each 
other’s area of expertise when it 
comes to business — and to find 
other things to talk about at dinner 
than how their days went. John was 
raised in Green Cove Springs and had 
a career in journalism prior to joining 
Daigle Creative. Renay, originally from 
New Jersey, moved to Mandarin with 
her family as a teenager. Both gradu-
ated from the University of Florida 
before settling down in NE Florida. 
They have two grown daughters.

Q: How did you choose your career 
paths?

John: My dad was in the military and 
I actually went to UF on a ROTC 
scholarship. My dad’s plan was for 
me to join the Army, but that’s not 
where my heart was. I decided to get 
my degree in journalism and I did one 
year of active duty before I joined the 
Florida National Guard and began my 
journalism career. I worked for Clay 
Today, the Daytona-Beach News Jour-
nal, and finally was able to get a job at 
the Florida Times Union. I eventually 
became the editor at the Jacksonville 
Business Journal.

Renay: I knew in high school that I 
wanted to be in advertising. I always 
loved the Super Bowl commercials. 
After I graduated from UF, I moved 
to Jacksonville to take a job with an 
agency where I had previously interned, 

only to have that job disappear in the 
midst of some big layoffs the company 
needed to do. I had to quickly find 
another job. I wanted to do the writing 
side of advertising, but all the jobs that 
were available were in sales, so I took 
one. I ended up being good at it.

Q: How did you meet?

Renay: I roomed with his sister at UF. 
He would come over to visit and she 
thought we would hit it off since we 
were both writers. He was four years 
older than me and had already graduat-
ed, but was still in Gainesville working.

Q: What inspired you to start your 
own business, Daigle Creative?

Renay: I was working at a mid-sized 
agency when I became pregnant with 
our first child. I wanted to work from 
home but that wasn’t possible, so I 
started Daigle Creative as a consultancy 
in 2000. At first, I freelanced for other 
agencies, but then started getting my 
own clients. I wrote ad copy, news-
letters, and annual reports. I mostly 
worked at night while my daughter 
slept and during nap time.

John: When Renay quit her advertis-
ing job to stay home and start Daigle 
Creative, I went to work for Jackson-

ville University as the Marketing and 
Communications Director. I eventu-
ally joined Renay at Daigle Creative in 
2005.

Renay: Our agency is 25 years old. We 
will celebrate our 29th wedding an-
niversary and our 20th anniversary of 
working together this year, so I joke 
that we should be able to add them 

together for almost 50 years!

Q: What is the most challenging 
thing about owning the agency and 
working together?

John: One of the toughest things is cer-
tainly not the creative aspect, because 
we are both good at that. But the finan-
cial side … we had to learn that side of 
the business. We have also learned to 
respect each other’s lane, which pro-
vides a clear division in expertise and 
helps determine who gets the final say.

Renay: The first few years were the 
hardest, but we both think the other 
is very good at what they do and feel 
lucky to work together.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
spare time?

John: I enjoy tennis and pickleball and 
working out. I converted our garage to 
a gym. I also do a lot of gardening and 
home improvement projects now that 
we are empty nesters. Also, for the last 
few years, I’ve been an adjunct profes-
sor at UNF, teaching a class on political 
advertising.

Renay: I’m a beach person and go 
to the beach every chance I get. I’m 
an avid reader. As a self-actualization 
project, I’ve recently taken up public 
speaking. Also, as a breast cancer survi-
vor, I consider myself an advocate and 
like talking to and encouraging other 
women.

Briefs  cont. from pg. 2

plies, including the club’s special soil-
less potting mix formulated specifi-
cally for African violets.

Admission and parking are free. Visit 
jacksonvilleviolets.org for more infor-
mation.

The Heart of Jacksonville African 
Violet Society is a non-profit orga-
nization founded in 1992 with the 
purpose of creating and stimulating 
interest in African violets. The club 
is committed to providing education 
on cultivation and propagation of Af-
rican violets and meets on the third 
Sunday of each month at 2 p.m. at 
the Garden Club of Jacksonville, 
1005 Riverside Ave.,  in Jacksonville.
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Community  Marketplace  Call (904) 886-4919  for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement 
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

(904) 502-0891

Driveways
Pavers
Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

Walkways
Concrete Removal
Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

Mandarin United Methodist Women is seeking 
crafters for our 35th annual craft festival. 

If you make handmade items and are interested, please 
contact Darlene at mumcraftfestival@gmail.com

Crafters say this show is one of the best!

October 4, 2025

Snip’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST  

Over 35 Years Exp.
FL-5456A

— Tree Preservation — Plant Health Care — Insect & Disease Treatments

(904) 268-1017 
www.snipstree.com

LICENSED                                           INSURED
Serving Jacksonville Since 1985Serving Jacksonville Since 1985

March 20 – 23 and March 27 – 
30 at the Mandarin Community 
Club. Showtimes will include 
both matinees and evening 
shows. Tickets are reserved seat-
ing ($20 or $18 for students/
seniors) and are available at 
showtixnow.com as well as at 
the door.

Theatre Troupe cont. from pg. 1

A: Currently the school board is 
debating the means of parental per-
mission for health and sex education 
curriculum. Currently we utilize an 
“opt-out” decision, but in the interest 
of transparency, we are considering 
going to “opt-in / opt-out.” So this 
would require a decision to be made 
by parents one way or another. We 

are looking for an easy and accessible 
way for parents to accomplish this. 
Parents should send me or all board 
members their feedback on this.

Q: How can our readers contact 
you?

A: They can email me at BolducM@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
390-2375.

Q&A with Melody Bolduc   cont. from pg. 5

Advertise 
in our next issue!

Call Linda Gay
904-607-5062
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AUTOS 

D o n a t e  Yo u r  C a r 
to  Ve terans  To day! 
H e l p  a n d  S u p p o r t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up.  100% 
tax deductible .  Call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8

HEALTH 

S T R U G G L I N G  T O 
HEAR? Audien Hear-
ing delivers crystal-
c l e a r  s o u n d  w i t h 
a f f o r d a b l e ,  i n v i s -
i b l e  h e a r i n g  a i d s . 
Star ting at $189! Call 
N o w :  8 8 8 -7 6 0 -10 1 5

A t t e n t i o n  o x y g e n 
t h e r a p y  u s e r s ! 
D i s c o v e r  o x y g e n 
therapy that moves 
wi th  you wi th  Ino -
g e n  P o r t a b l e  O x y -
gen Concentrators . 
F r e e  i n f o r m a t i o n 
k i t .  1 -866- 4 7 7-9045

MISCELL ANEOUS

! ! O L D  G U I T A R S 
WA N T E D ! !  G I B S O N, 
F E N D E R ,  M A R T I N , 
Etc . 1930’s to 1980’s . 
T O P  D O L L A R  PA I D . 
C A L L  T O L L  F R E E 
1 - 8 6 6 - 4 3 3 - 8 2 7 7

We buy houses  for 
c as h  as  i s !  N o  r e -
pairs .  No fuss .  Any 
c o n d i t i o n .  E a s y 
three step process: 

C a l l ,  g e t  c a s h  o f -
fer  & get  paid .  Ge t 
y o u r  f a i r  c a s h  o f -
f e r  t o d a y  b y  c a l l -
ing L iz  Buys Hous-
e s :  1 -8 4 4 -87 7-5 8 3 3

Don’ t  le t  the s tairs 
l imi t  your mobil i t y! 
D i s c o v e r  t h e  i d e a l 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned 
about a fall or wants 
to regain access to 
t h e i r  e n t i r e  h o m e . 
Cal l  AmeriG l ide to -
day! 1-833-399-3595

H o m e  b r e a k - i n s 
t a k e  l e s s  t h a n  6 0 
s e c o n d s .  D o n ’ t 
wa i t !  P r o t e c t  y o u r 
f a mi l y,  yo ur  ho me , 
y o u r  a s s e t s  n o w 
for as l i tt le as 70¢/
day! 1-84 4-591-7951

J a c u z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install  a 
new, custom bath or 
shower in as little as 
one day. For a limited 
t ime, waving all  in-
stallation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply. 
Su b j e c t  t o  c ha n g e 
and var y by dealer. 
Offer ends 3/30/25.) 
1 - 8 4 4 - 5 0 1 - 3 2 0 8

Mo b i l eH e l p  A m e r i -
ca’s premier mobile 
medical alert system. 

Whether you’re home 
or away.  For safet y 
& peace of mind. No 
long term contracts! 
Free brochure! Cal l 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

Replace your roof w/
the bes t  look ing & 
longest lasting ma-
terial steel from Erie 
Metal Roofs! 3 styles 
&  m u l t i p l e  c o l o r s 
ava i l a b l e .  G u a ra n -
te e d  to  las t  a  l i f e -
t ime!  L imi te d T ime 
Offer up to 50% off in-
stall + Additional 10% 
off  instal l  (mil i tar y, 
health & 1st respond-
ers .) 1-833-370-1234

C o n s u m e r  C e l l u l a r 
- same reliable, na-
tionwide coverage as 
the largest carriers . 
N o  l o n g- te rm  c o n-
tract , no hidden fees 
f re e  ac t iva t ion .  A l l 
plans feature unlim-

ited talk & text , start-
ing at  just  $20/mo. 
Cal l  1 -87 7-7 51-0866

D I R E C T V  S t r e a m  - 
Carries the most local 
MLB Games! Choice 
Package $89.99/mo 
for 12 mos Stream on 
20 devices at once. 
H B O  M a x  i n c l u d e d 
for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) 
No contrac t or hid-
den fees!  Some re-
strictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Miscellaneous	
E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
cleaning forever! Le-
afFilter, the most ad-
vanced debris-block-
i n g  g u t t e r  p r o t e c -
t ion .  Schedule f ree 
L eaf F i l ter  es t imate 
today. 20% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior 
& Military Discounts. 
Cal l  1 -83 3-610-1936

D e n t a l  i n s u r a n c e 
from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Com-
pany.  C overage for 
4 0 0 +  p r o c e d u r e s . 
Real dental insurance 
- not just a discount 
p lan .  Ge t  your  f ree 
Information Kit with 
de ta i ls !  1 -855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus .com/ads #6258

Become a published 
author.  We want to 
read your book! Dor-
r a n c e  P u b l i s h i n g 
t rus ted s ince 1920 . 
C o n s u l t a t i o n ,  p r o -
duc t ion ,  promot ion 
& dis tr ibut ion.  Cal l 
f o r  f r e e  a u t h o r ` s 
g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7 - 7 2 9 -
4 9 9 8  o r  v i s i t  d o r -
ra n c e i n f o . c o m / a d s

Pr e p a r e  f o r  p o w e r 
outages today wi th 
a  G e n e r a c  H o m e 
S tandby Generator. 

Ac t  now to  receive 
a  f r e e  5 -Ye a r  wa r -
rant y  wi th  qual i f y-
ing  purchase*  C a l l 
1 - 8 5 5 - 9 4 8 - 6 1 7 6  to -
d ay  t o  s c h e d u l e  a 
f ree quote .  I t ’s  not 
j u s t  a  g e n e r a t o r . 
I t ’s  a  power  move .

SERVICE DIRECTORY

A G I N G  R O O F ?  N E W 
H O M E O W N E R ? 
STORM DAMAGE? You 
need a local exper t 
provider that proudly 
stands behind their 
w o r k .   F a s t ,  f r e e 

e s t i m a t e .  F i n a n c -
ing avai lable .   Cal l 
1-888-878-9091 Have 
zip code of proper ty 
ready when calling!

W a t e r  d a m a g e 
c leanup & res tora-
tion: A small amount 
o f  w a t e r  c a n  l e a d 
t o  m a j o r  d a m a g e 
i n  y o u r  h o m e .  O u r 
trusted profession-
a l s  d o  c o m p l e t e 
r e p a i r s  t o  p r o t e c t 
your family and your 
h o m e ’s  va l u e !  C a l l 
2 4 / 7 :  1 - 8 8 8 - 8 7 2 -

2809. Have zip code 
o f  ser v ice  locat ion 
ready when you call!

GARAGE SALES

M a r c h  1 5 :  M O V I N G 
SALE; household fur-
n i s h i n g s ,  k i t c h e n -
ware, linen, ar twork , 
tools, clothing, yard 
e q u i p m e n t ,  p a t i o 
f u r n i t u r e ,  c o l l e c t -
ibles and more; 1552 
G r e e n r i d g e  C i r c l e , 
F r u i t  C o v e  a r e a .  
8am-3pm

Job Finder March:
Starling operates several luxury senior living communities throughout 
the greater Jacksonville area. We are always looking for talented folks to 
join our team. Visit www.StarlingLiving.com/careers to view our current 
openings.
Part-time Christian preschool looking for an experienced, Christian as-
sistant teacher (bi-lingual a plus) for the upcoming school year.  Please 
send resume’ to CynthiaS@cfcjax.com

Before

After

New orders only. Does not include material costs. Cannot be combined with any other offer. Minimum purchase required. Other restrictions may apply. This is an advertisement placed on 
behalf of Erie Construction Mid-West, Inc (“Erie”). Offer terms and conditions may apply and the offer may not available in your area. If you call the number provided, you consent to being 
contacted by telephone, SMS text message, email, pre-recorded messages by Erie or its affi liates and service providers using automated technologies notwithstanding if you are on a DO 
NOT CALL list or register. Please review our Privacy Policy and Terms of Use on homeservicescompliance.com. All rights reserved. License numbers available at eriehome.com/erie-licenses/

1.833.370.1234
FREE ESTIMATE

LIMITED  
TIME 

OFFER!
SAVE!SAVE!

UP TO

50%
INSTALLATION

OFF

Expires 12/31/2024 MADE IN THE U.S.A.

Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

By Leo Gurman
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Rotary Club of Mandarin continues 
its commitment to improving accessibil-
ity for local families by constructing its 
86th wheelchair ramp on Jan. 30. This 
latest project, a collaboration with Heart 
Felt Ministries, demonstrates the club's 
dedication to helping those with mobil-
ity challenges live more independently. 

Heart Felt Ministries, through its Fall 
Prevention Program, provided the wood 
for the ramp, while Rotary Club mem-
bers provided the manpower and exper-
tise. Led by Rotarian Louis Dunbar and 
his wife Jill, the team included Mark 
O'Connor, Jill Dunbar, Mac Coble, 
Paul Hardaker, and Ken McCaulley. 

This ramp marks a significant milestone 
for the club, which has been building 
ramps for 11 years. By the time you read 
this, they will likely have completed 
their 87th ramp.

The Rotary Club of Mandarin's com-
mitment to service extends beyond local 
projects. They are active participants in 
Rotary International's global initiatives, 
including promoting peace, and the 
Polio Plus program to eradicate polio. 

The Rotary Club of Mandarin meets 
every Tuesday at 7:30 a.m. for breakfast 
at the Ramada Inn on Hartley Road in 
Mandarin. Contact Membership Chair-
man Delonyx Cortez at membership@
mandarinrotary.org for more informa-
tion.

By Mary Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

Crown Point students celebrated 
Literacy Week Jan. 27 – 31. Students 
and teachers participated in various 
literacy activities throughout the 
week, including: “Read My Shirt,” 
“100-Year-Old for Reading,” “Buddy 
Reading,” and “Dress as Your Favor-
ite Book Character.” On Thursday, 
the students paraded the hallways 
displaying their favorite book char-
acter.

On Friday, Crown Point invited 
Heather Marie, the author of “The 
Adventures of Pickle Juice and Patty 
Cakes,” to join in the celebration. 
Marie read one of her books and 
held discussions on its themes of 
kindness and accepting differences 
in others. The students also created 
their own story timeline. 

Literacy Week celebrated at Crown PointRotary Club of Mandarin builds 
86th ramp

Photo courtesy Leo Gurman

Photos courtesy Mary Eyler

 First graders with Heather Marie, author of “The Adventures of Pickle Juice and Patty Cakes.”

Principal Bret Hartley and assistant principal Dr. Leah 
Murphy led the parade.

Call Linda Gay
904-607-5062
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MHS Red Cross Club cont. from pg. 1

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

March is here. Our super hot February 
might have us a little ahead this year 
so far. I was seeing water temperatures 
around 70 degrees in certain places 
pretty early last month, so lots of 
spawning has already been occurring 
on the bass and speck side of things. 
They’ll still be at it this month, but I 
suspect it will be tapering off by the 
end of it. Post-spawn fish will be hun-
gry and looking to put some weight 
back on near the same areas they had 
been staging prior to moving into 
shallows. The same baits I mentioned 
last month will still be good bets: jigs, 
minnows, and shiners. Flipping soft 
plastics into heavy cover will also be 
good for bass or bowfin, which I think 
are tons of fun. Just watch out for 
those teeth.

The river will see more and more 
saltwater fish trickling in this month. 
Redfish usually show up first followed 
by sheepshead, trout, and flounder. 
The redfish will be on the smaller side, 
so try to use mini portions of their 
usual fare. If you still have any min-
nows left from speck fishing, those 
work pretty well. You can tip a jig with 
them or fish them under the same 

floats you use for specks. I mainly 
focus on docks. Try to put the baits 
right behind the pilings in the eddies. 
A piece of crab might entice the bigger 
redfish as they show up.

Sheepshead will be moving up river af-
ter spawning at the inlet and offshore. 
Use fiddler crabs, clams, and shrimp 
around the most barnacle encrusted 
structure you can find. I don’t say this 
enough, but if there’s no current where 
you’re fishing — go find some.

Speaking of shrimp, this is our last 
chance to throw a shrimp net as the 
season closes for April and May. I 
usually have pretty good luck catching 
enough for bait this month, sometimes 
more than I catch in June, surprisingly. 
These will be the best shrimp you can 
get for any of the saltwater species 
showing up.

If you’re a trout snob it’s going to be 
very dependent on how fast the salin-
ity goes up. Last spring they really 
keyed in on smaller baits since there 
were so many anchovies around. Small 
jigs or twitch baits are good. Tight 
lines.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Greenland Pines Cou-Gears are 
part of the First Lego League Chal-
lenge, a Lego-based organization that 
gives teams (with students from fourth 
through eighth grade) an opportunity to 
learn STEM skills, coding and team-
work. Each year a new theme is chosen 
and given to all teams. This year, the 
theme was “Submerged” and teams 
had four parts to address: Innovation 
Project, Robot Design, Robot Games 
and Core Values. Teams have to work 
together to find an ocean-themed prob-
lem that they can help solve, and the 
Cou-Gears’ choice was about subma-
rines that can reach the Midnight Zone. 
Students had to talk to experts and use 
feedback given to them to improve their 
project. They also had to design a Lego 
robot that, through coding only, would 
maneuver around a themed table while 
completing various missions for points 
(Robot Games). Then, at competitions, 
they had to present their project to a 
table of judges and discuss as a team 
why they chose their problem and how 

it would help others, talk about the ro-
bot they designed, and answer a variety 
of questions from the panel. Each of 
these parts are weighted and combined 
for an overall score.

At the district competition in Novem-
ber 2024, the Cou-Gears didn’t know 
what to expect for their first tourna-
ment besides getting experience for 
future years. They wore their team tees, 
Lego-inspired glasses, and made sure 
they had fun while learning about the 
competition. They won an award for 
their Innovation Project, placed third in 
the Robot Games, and qualified for the 
regional tournament in Alachua County 
in January. 

In Gainesville, 60 teams from Northeast 
Florida competed, each with their own 
robot, Innovation Project and hopes 
for advancing even further. At the end 
of the two-day event, the Cou-Gears 
earned fourth place for Core Values 
(sportsmanship) and did well enough 
in the other categories to qualify for the 
two-day state competition at Sea World 
Orlando in February. 

Greenland Pines Cou-Gears advance 
to state Lego League competition

Photo courtesy Kara Coleman

Greenland Pines Elementary Cou-Gears.

“I’d say the most important thing we 
do is spark a conversation and get 
people thinking about things they 
don’t usually think about,” Mansell 
said. “We like to think that with our 
projects, we are making an impact and 
showing that we can touch a lot of 
people.” 

Upcoming projects for the club 
include attending training to learn 
about armed conflict around the 

world as part of the Red Cross’ Inter-
national Humanitarian Law activities 
and also making comfort kits of neces-
sities for children.

Both Mansell and Nguyen said they 
have made a lot of connections due to 
their involvement with the Red Cross 
Club. They interact with other volun-
teers who are their age all the way up 
to some who are retirement age. They 
also meet monthly with their Red 
Cross liaison, who provides guidance 
for the club.

Mandolyn Mansell and Kourtney Nguyen helped to educate students at San Jose Primary about sickle cell.
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Call, click or stop by today 

Always a call
or click away

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Bus: 904-268-5522
jim@jimregister.com
www.jimregister.com

12058 San Jose Blvd Ste 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223-8669

Agent
Jim Register

connection topossibilities

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by  
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Scan code or call us at 904.886.8454.

• Spacious therapy center 

• Individualized treatment plans 

• Specialized therapists

As we age, staying steady on our feet is key to maintaining 

independence and confidence. Falls are a leading concern, 

but with the right support, you can improve balance, build 

strength and move safely. Outpatient therapy provides 

expert guidance and personalized exercises to help you stay 

active and reduce your risk of falling.

GardeningGardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Spring is here 

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Since the January freezes, the weather 
has warmed up and we have had periods 
of lovely sunny weather. We are now in 
our historically dry season and rainfall 
has been minimal, but despite that, 
many of our early spring plants have 
been showing signs of regrowth. This has 
highlighted plants that were either dam-
aged or died back to the ground, but not 
necessarily killed outright.

As always, it pays to be careful about how 
much trimming and pruning we do until 
our last average frost date has passed, but 
with our change in heat zone to 9b, and 
generally higher temperatures year on 
year, it’s harder to say when that is. Refer-
ring to NOAA’s data (https://tinyurl.
com/y8vb9zc9) the average last freeze 
date in Jacksonville, calculated from data 
till 2020, was Feb. 25. After more recent 
winters, we can assume that the average 
date is now earlier; however, the local 
day-to-day weather forecast is our best 
resource.

Lawns that might previously have come 
through the cold season without suffer-
ing from a freeze may be looking dead, 
but most turf in northeast Florida will 
simply be dormant. When a lawn begins 
to show signs of life we can think about 
the spring application of fertilizer, but 
not before. A broad set of lawn care 
guidelines can be found here: https://ti-
nyurl.com/zj2rtjmr. If you need more in-
formation, check out the “Florida Lawn 
Handbook” at the link in the article. And 
remember that master gardener volun-
teers are available each weekday, 9 a.m. – 
12 p.m. and 12:30 p.m. – 3:30 p.m., by 
calling (904) 255-7450 (or you can email 
them at duval@ifas.ufl.edu).

When growing summer annuals from 
seed, follow the advice on the seed 
packet. Right Plant Right Place applies 
to annuals too. Since they complete their 
life cycle in one short burst, the applica-
tion of a slow-release fertilizer combined 
with a diluted liquid fertilizer as needed 
will supply the nutrients sometimes miss-
ing from our often-sandy soils. If you 
are creating a new bed, work a thin layer 
of organic matter such as home-made 
compost or a similar commercial prod-
uct into the soil to help with moisture 

retention. Even drought-tolerant plants 
will benefit as long as the soil remains 
free draining. Remove spent flowers 
(dead head) to encourage more flowers. 
Replenish mulch as needed.

As spring temperatures rise, so will the 
number of insects, both good and bad. 
Aiming for a healthy ecosystem is the 
ideal way to balance the insects and bugs 
we find in our gardens. Some vegetables 
will attract aphids, but when the plants 
give off their chemical messages that they 
are in trouble — and they do! — ben-
eficial insects like lady beetles and green 
lace wings will show up. Their larvae 
especially are voracious eaters, and those 
aphids will be gone, or decimated, in 
no time. But for your vegetables’ sake, 
don’t wait: at the first sign of aphids, use 
a hard spray of water to dislodge them, 
or simply squish them, which will keep 
them in check. The predatory insects will 
then be safe when they arrive to feed on 
the inevitable survivors.

Recently there have been some lovely 
birds in our neighborhood, painted bun-
tings among them. I use the Merlin app, 
which identifies birds from their song. 
It’s been a real pleasure to discover more 
birds, and I’m beginning to recognize 
some of the less visible species from their 
songs. When birds are nesting and raising 
young, insect larvae are an important 
food source, so that’s another reason 
to be prudent when balancing insect 
populations. There are many reasons why 
some bird numbers are plummeting; un-
thinkingly depriving them of their food 
needn’t be one of them. 

Check out “Landscaping Backyards 
for Wildlife: Top Ten Tips for Success” 
(https://tinyurl.com/mr3wn5cd). If you 
like a more relaxed approach to landscap-
ing this may be for you. Native plants 
in the landscape also supply birds with 
food like berries, seeds, and the insects 
which are attracted to those plants. With 
insects as the foundation, the Xerces 
Society article found here: https://tinyurl.
com/4xser3pk, coupled with your own 
research, perhaps, on the Florida Native 
Plant Society’s website (https://www.fnps.
org/) can help you develop your own 
wildlife-friendly haven. Enjoy!

Did you know?
Archived issues 

of Mandarin NewsLine 
may be found online!

Visit 
www.floridanewsline.com

3/31/20253/31/2025
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Although “island” is in its name, 
Rhode Island is a land-bound state 
with deep ties to the water. Every 
Rhode Islander lives within 30 minutes 
of the Atlantic Ocean or Narragansett 
Bay. And the Narragansett Bay stretch-
es into the state’s eastern half, adding to 
the expansive 400-mile coastline.

No wonder the state is known for its 
beaches, sailing, seafood, and cute 
coastal towns. Rhode Island is one of 
the 13 original colonies with a deep 
colonial history. The city retains its 
historic colonial-era charm with steeply 
pitched gabled roofs on clapboard-
sided homes.

If a trip to New England hovers in your 
future, consider visiting Providence. 
The capital city thrives with a popula-
tion of just fewer than 200,000, and 
it is home to eight college/university 
campuses, including Ivy League Brown 
University and the Rhode Island 
School of Design (RISD), a famed art 
institute. Providence is just an hour 
from Boston, making it a more afford-
able alternative to Boston or NYC. The 
city’s compact size means you can walk 
to restaurants and other attractions. 

WaterFire originated in 1994 and was 
such a hit that it remains Providence’s 
premier cultural and civic event. The 
evening experience is a must; I truly 
loved it. WaterFire features more than 
80 floating braziers set along the 
Providence River, which are lit to create 
a mesmerizing effect. The fires are ac-
companied by carefully curated music, 
street performances, art installations, 
and sometimes interactive exhibits. As 
the flames illuminate the downtown 
rivers, the event transforms the heart 
of Providence into a magical, ambient 
space that invites reflection. Reserve a 
gondola ride during WaterFire to create 
an even more marvelous memory. 

The Capitol’s massive dome, visible 
throughout the city, spans approxi-
mately 50 feet across and rises to 278 
feet. It is one of the largest self-sup-
porting marble domes in the world and 
is topped by the Independent Man, a 
symbol of Rhode Islanders’ indepen-
dent spirit. A tour of the State House 
includes historic murals, and flags, the 
original state seal, the state chambers, 

and an 1802 Gilbert Stuart portrait of 
George Washington. History buffs and 
art enthusiasts will enjoy a tour of the 
Stephen Hopkins House Museum and 
the RSID Museum. 

New Englanders favor lobster, seafood, 
chowder, baked beans, wild-grown 
blueberries, and beer. Providence, 
nicknamed the Culinary Capital of 
New England, is home to the presti-
gious Johnson & Wales University. The 
school has produced top chefs nation-
wide, many of whom stay to work in 
the area.

No trip to Rhode Island is complete 
without a visit to the nearby opulent 
mansions of Newport, just a 45-min-
ute drive from Providence. The Gilded 
Age mansions, built between the 1850s 
and 1900s, provide a glimpse into the 
extravagant lifestyles of wealthy indus-
trialist families like the Vanderbilts and 
the Astors. These “summer cottages” 
are timeless architectural masterpieces, 
blending European-inspired design 
with luxurious interiors. 

Among the highlights is The Breakers, 
the most famous mansion built by the 
Vanderbilt family, featuring a 70-room 
Italian Renaissance-style house with 
a 45-foot high central Great Hall. 
This mansion sits on a 13-acre estate 
overlooking a spectacular view of the 
Atlantic Ocean. The Elms is known for 
its French Château-style design and 
impressive gardens. Marble House, an-
other Vanderbilt estate, was completed 
in 1892 for $11 million. It contains 
500,000 cubic feet of American, Ital-
ian, and African marbles, gold-leafed 
rooms, and a Chinese Tea House on 
the grounds. (Make reservations to dine 
in the teahouse through their website.)

If time permits, stroll along the three-
and-a-half-mile scenic Cliff Walk for 
dramatic panoramic ocean vistas with 
waves crashing against the rocks below, 
or explore the Museum of Yachting and 
the famous International Tennis Hall 
of Fame.

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Let’s visit Rhode IslandTravelTravel

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

The Breakers in Newport.

Colonial buildings add to the charm in Providence. 

Rhode Island Capitol in Providence.Marble House interior.


