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Sporting JAX joins forces with Florida 
Elite Soccer Academy
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St. Augustine 
Wild Reserve 
acquires new 
Kodiak bears

Photos courtesy St. Augustine Wild Reserve

St. Aug Wild Reserve cont. on pg. 2

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Augustine Wild received 
two new Kodiak bear cubs (Ursus 
arctos middendorffi), “Denali” 
and “Naja” in November. The bear 
cubs were found wandering around 
the streets of Pensacola when they 
were six months old. Someone had 
smuggled them into the state and 
they escaped. After spending time 
at a rehab facility, they made their 
way to the St. Augustine Wild Re-
serve at the age of 18 months.

Looking for the perfect spot to host a 
birthday party? Celebrate with Us! 

Sign up today!
boardandbrush.com/stjohns

530 State Rd 13 North • (904) 798-0900

USE CODE

FOR $25 OFF 
A PRIVATE

BIRTHDAY PARTY!*

CREEKLINE BDAY

*Good thru YE2025

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Sporting JAX, the United Soccer 
League (USL) franchise group bringing 
women’s and men’s professional soccer 
to Northeast Florida, together with the 
Sporting JAX Foundation, has an-
nounced a collaboration to join forces 
with Florida Elite Soccer Academy. 
Together, they will create Sporting JAX 
Youth to establish one of the largest 
and most comprehensive youth-to-pro 
soccer pathways in the United States.

With more than 12,000 registered 
Florida Elite members across the First 
Coast and beyond, this merger will 
combine Florida Elite’s renowned 
youth and pre-professional programs 
with Sporting Jax’s professional-level 
operations, resulting in the state’s larg-
est integrated youth and professional 
soccer platform. Beginning in January 
2025, Florida Elite will transition to 
the Sporting JAX Youth brand, which 
will include a uniform redesign to align 
with Sporting JAX’s team colors.

“We’ve worked closely with Florida 
Elite since our club’s formation in 
2020, and we’re thrilled to combine 
with Florida’s largest and most success-
ful youth soccer organization,” said 
Steve Livingstone, president and CEO 
of Sporting JAX. “We are honored that 
Florida Elite has chosen to combine 

with the Sporting JAX Foundation to 
continue a joint non-profit operation, 
which will allow us to deliver a seam-
less transition for athletes from youth 
programs to professional soccer under 
the unifying Sporting JAX identity. 
We will also continue to welcome 

Photos courtesy Sporting JAX

New and old uniforms for Sporting JAX and Florida Elite.

By Rotarian Al Kalter
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail – 
Julington Creek is proud to support 
the Betty Griffin Center as one of the 
local nonprofit agencies that makes a 
significant difference in people’s lives. 
Combining club funds with a grant 
from Rotary District 6970, the Rotar-
ians presented a check for $8,500 to 
the Betty Griffin Center. This gift will 
be used to support the restoration of 10 
rooms in the 54-bed emergency shelter 
where the agency provides services for 
men, women and children impacted by 
domestic and sexual assault.

In addition to operating a safe and 
secure shelter for victims and survivors, 

the Betty Griffin Center manages a 

Rape Crisis Unit at Flagler Hospital and 

Rotary helps Betty Griffin Center with its life-changing mission

Photo courtesy Al Kalter

Bartram Trail Rotarians and Betty Griffin Center staff celebrate Rotary’s donation in support of renovation projects at 
the Betty Griffin House.

Sporting JAX Florida Elite Soccer  cont. on pg. 2

Rotary Betty Griffin Center  cont. on pg. 2
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3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

other local youth clubs and academies 
to ensure access to all resources that 
elevate soccer throughout the region.”

Founded in 2014, Florida Elite Soc-
cer Academy has earned a reputation 
as one of the premier youth soccer 
organizations in the country, offering 
programs from recreational, junior 

and development leagues to competi-
tive programs through USL League 2 
(men) and W-League (women) teams. 
Led over the past decade by president 
Steven Mail and executive director 
Sean Bubb, its players have achieved 
national recognition through college 
scholarships, championships, participa-
tion in the U.S. Men’s and Women’s 
National Team and other International 

,000
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 The “go to” fan guide for THE PLAYERS

Linda Gay
Marketing & Sales
(904) 607-5062 cell
Linda@FloridaNewsline.com
www.FloridaNewsline.com

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE NOW!

team programs.

Over the next several months, the 
organizations will work closely to inte-
grate programs, rebrand operations and 
establish a unified, seamless pipeline 

for athletes to reach their full potential 
at every level of the sport. Sporting 
JAX is steadfast in its commitment to 
transparency and open communica-
tion with players, families, coaches and 
staff.

provides confidential counseling and 
support groups. They also have staff and 
volunteers providing additional support 
including court advocacy, legal assis-
tance, financial counseling and other 
services to help survivors overcome the 
trauma of domestic or sexual assault 
and return to a normal life as soon as 
possible.

The Rotary Foundation is one of the 
largest charitable organizations in the 
world, and consistently is recognized as 
a Four-Star Charity by Charity Naviga-

tor, once again scoring a perfect 100 
percent score for its annual performance 
this past year. Donations from Rotary 
members and fund-raising activities help 
make possible its significant impacts on 
local, regional, and global causes. 

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail – 
Julington Creek meets every Thursday 
morning, from 7:30 a.m. to 8:30 a.m., 
at Westminster Woods on Julington Creek. 
Guests and prospective members are always 
welcome. Visit www.bartramtrailrotary.
org for more information.

Rotary Betty Griffin Center cont. from pg. 1

Kodiak bears are the largest of the 
bears; males weigh in at 1,500 pounds 
when full grown. Found only on 
Kodiak Island and nearby islands off 
the Alaskan coast, these bears are not 
only the world’s largest bear, but are the 
world’s largest land carnivore. While 
they resemble grizzlies, the Kodiak is 
larger and their ranges do not overlap.

Kodiak bears require special housing. 
The Reserve is building an 80-foot 
long, 12 foot tall habitat for them. They 
also require a special water tank. A 
$5,000 cement tank has been purchased 
for them, which will be delivered this 
week, so that the requirements set forth 
by Florida Fish and Wildlife are met.

At the St. Augustine Wild Reserve, 
visitors are educated about the plight of 
wild bears, tigers and other endangered 
species. Saving these animals starts with 
the consumer. If you do not purchase 
medicines with tiger parts, ivory from 

elephants, and bear claws, there will no 
longer be a demand. As long as con-
sumers continue to purchase animal 
parts, trinkets, furs, claws and teeth, 
animals will be hunted to extinction.

“We hope that when you view our 
beautiful new bear cubs, and our other 
animals at the Reserve, you will leave 
here with a better understanding of the 
diversity of wildlife in the world, and 
take steps to protect it,” said Deborah 
Warrick, owner of the St. Augustine 
Wild Reserve.

The St. Augustine Wild Reserve is staffed 
by a host of valuable volunteers and al-
ways in need of new caging and supplies. 
To volunteer, contact wildreserve@aol.
com. If you have building/welding skills 
or fence working skills, your help is need-
ed. The Reserve cannot take in additional 
rescued animals without public support, 
since they do not receive any government 
funding. The St. Augustine Wild Reserve 
is 501©3 tax exempt.

St. Aug Wild Reserve cont. from pg. 1
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Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the flagpole at Veterans Park. 
Our winner was Chris Navarro. Congratulations!

MYSTERY PHOTO

Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@floridanewsline.com

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the backside of 2nd Bay Brewing in Bartram Walk.
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF Meet Max and Trixie!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed: 

Dachshund

Favorite Activity: 

Fetch with their ball

Favorite Food: 

Cheese 

Favorite Friends: 

Mom, Dad and our cat Hayden

How Did Your BFF Get their Names? 

Max and Trixie were both named by their 

human sister, Jescie. 
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From your friends at 
The CreekLine!

When you advertise, you encourage 
repeat business, create traffic, and 
attract new customers!
Don't miss our "month" issue

featuring our "special section"!
Deadline xx/xx/25

Call Linda Gay today
to reserve your space!

904.607.5062

A. sorted  B. system  C. tidy  D. clutter

 

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Introducing Oticon INTENTTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon INTENTTM helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for 
better speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

• FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to tr y Oticon INTENT  TMRISK FREE

Coupon not valid for 
Seed/Bird Food, Optics, Daily 

Savings Club Membership, 
Campania Baths or Sale Items.

Cannot be combined with 
other coupons or discounts

Expiration 1/31/23

White-breasted 
Nuthatch

Valid in-store the participating
stores listed. Coupon not

valid for Seed/Bird Food, Camera
Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards,

DSC Memberships, or Sale Items.
Cannot be combined with
other coupons/discounts.

Offer expires 01/31/25
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

Don’t miss our February issue
Featuring our Love and Marriage Guide!

Deadline 1/16/25
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activities 
for seniors on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in 
Orangedale. Cards, crafts and games start 
each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exer-
cise, Bunco and Bingo among the additional 
activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day. 
Contact Program Coordinator Myra Fisher at 
(904) 209-3658 or mfisher@coasjc.org for 
more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming (with 
all items donated to charity) meets every 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Maple 
Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race Track 
Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s Facebook 
page (Playing HOOKie) or email playinghook-
ie2022@gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the 
game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot” on Wednes-
days. If you are interested in joining, please 
call (904) 230-6962 and leave a message.

7th: Honeybee Quilters Guild will 
meet on Tuesday, Jan. 7 at 6:30 p.m. 

at Mandarin Presbyterian Church on the 
Loretto Road Campus in the Kids Space at 
2501 Loretto Road. New members/guests 
welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for 
more information.

8th: Widow to Widow, support group 
for widows by widows is held at 

Council on Aging (COA) River House, 179 Ma-
rine Street in St. Augustine on Wednesdays 
from 11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Call (904) 209-
3655 (Monday – Thursday) or email tharris@
coasjc.org for more information. 

9th: Open Game Play at Council on Ag-
ing (COA) River House, 179 Marine 

Street in St. Augustine. Bring your deck of 
cards or board game (there are also games 
available at River House) and socialize over a 

friendly game of your choosing on Thursdays 
from 12:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. Call (904) 209-
3655 (Monday – Thursday) or email tharris@
coasjc.org for more information.

11th: The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club 
meets the second Saturday of each 

month (this month, Jan. 11) from 2 p.m. – 4 
p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. 
This month, club members will share their 
favorite research sites. New and experienced 
genealogy members are welcomed. Email 
ginglish@comcast.net for more information. 
Visit www.facebook.com/groups/BTGenClub-
Group to send a request to join the club.

11th: Friends of Alpine Park group will 
meet on Jan. 11 at 11 a.m. at the 

Harris-Bennett Farmhouse in Alpine Groves 
Park, 2060 State Road 13. Docents will 
conduct tours of the historic farmhouse from 
12 p.m. until 2 p.m. The tours are free, and ev-
eryone is invited. Email friendsofalpinepark@
gmail.com for more information. 

12th: Unity Basics, a free, informative 
class on the foundations of Unity, 

will be held on Jan. 12 from 12 p.m. – 2 p.m. at 
Unity Church for Creative Living, 2777 Race 
Track Road. Rev. Yvonne McAndrew will lead 
this fun, and interactive class. Call (904) 287-
1505 or email UCCLoffice2777@ gmail.com 
for more information. 

13th: The Northwest St. Johns County 
United for Progress Club will host 

guest speakers from the Homeless Coalition 
of St. Johns County on Jan. 13. Social time 
begins at 6:30 p.m. followed by the meeting 
at 7 p.m. Email nwsjcp@gmail.com for meet-
ing details.

14th: Bartram Trail Women’s Club will 
host its meeting and luncheon on 

Jan. 14 beginning at 11 a.m. at St. Johns Golf 
and Country Club. The January luncheon 

theme is “New Year, New You.” Checks for $32 
should be made payable to BTNC and mailed 
to Brenda Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon Court, St. 
Augustine, FL 32092 no later than Jan. 7. Visit 
www.facebook.com/BTNC1 for more informa-
tion and a membership form.

15th: The Garden Club of Switzerland 
will host Master Gardener Shirley 

Barber who will present “Besties in the 
Garden” on Jan. 15 at 10 a.m. at the Bartram 
Trail Branch Library. Get some inspiration for 
brightening your landscape this spring. Visit 
www.switzerlandgc.org for more informa-
tion.

15th: Coin Collecting for Kids will be 
held at the Bartram Trail Branch 

Library on Jan. 15 from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. Join 
Tony Bonaro from the Florida United Numis-
matists to learn about history, geography, 
math, and science while studying coins. 
Call the library at (904) 827-6960 for more 
information.

15th: Empowering Conversations, 
an hour of insight and connec-

tion with Rev. Yvonne McAndrew, will be 
held on Jan. 15 from 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. at Unity 
Church for Creative Living, 2777 Race Track 
Road. Call (904) 287-1505 or email UCCLof-
fice2777@ gmail.com for more information. 

16th: William Bartram Scenic Highway 
Group will meet on Thursday, Jan. 

16 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at Westminster 
Woods, Gathering Place Room. Join the dis-
cussion to keep NW St. Johns County Scenic 
and Historic and preserve the State Road 13 
Scenic Highway. Virtual meeting access is 
available; contact alabbat@comcast.net or 
call (904) 699-8475.

18th: Saturday Adult Book Club will 
meet at the Bartram Trail Branch 

Library at 10 a.m. on Jan. 18 to “West with 

Giraffes” by Lynda Rutledge. Beverages 
and a light snack will be provided by the 
Friends of the Library. Call the library at (904) 
827-6960 or email akuhn@sjcfl.us for more 
information.

20th: The All Star Quilters Guild will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. for socializing 

prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, Jan. 
20 at First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose 
Blvd. The program will be a birthday lun-
cheon and installation of officers. A modest 
fee is charged for lunch. “Show and Tell” is 
always a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit 
www.allstarquilters.org for more information.

21st: Newcomers of North Saint Johns 
will hold a luncheon on Tuesday, 

Jan. 21 beginning at 11 a.m. at Pesca by 
Michael’s, 117 Vilano Road in St. Augustine. 
The event features an Antiques Roadshow-
themed program with experts from B. 
Langston’s Estate Sales and Auctions. The 
cost for the luncheon and program is $40 
for members and $45 for guests. Register by 
Jan. 13. Visit https://newcomersofnorthst-
johns.org for more information.

29th: Meditation Moments will be held 
on Jan. 29 from 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. at 

Unity Church for Creative Living, 2777 Race 
Track Road. Donations are appreciated. Call 
(904) 287-1505 or email UCCLoffice2777@ 
gmail.com for more information.

31st: “What Happens if You Die Without 
a Will?” a free lecture by Megan 

Wall, St. Johns County Legal Aid, will be 
presented at Council on Aging (COA) River 
House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augustine, on 
Friday, Jan. 31 from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. Call (904) 
209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) or email thar-
ris@coasjc.org for more information.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsJanuaryJanuary Commnity Calendar

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play

Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program
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Q A& with St. Johns County School Board 
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Comprehensive storage 
solutions

to meet every need offering 
both security and flexibility.

Secure Vehicle
Storage

Secure Your Spot Today
(904) 525 9881

 BEACHWALKSTORAGE.COM

Convenient Location
125 Cumberland Park Dr,
St. Augustine, FL 32095

A SAFE HAVEN FOR 
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE

LEGACY

Secure Your Spot Today.

The perfect sanctuary for 
your cherished automotive 

treasures.  We redefine 
auto storage setting the 
standard for excellence.

(904) 525 9881
 AutoToyVault.com

Secure RV, Boat, 
Trailer Storage

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

Sunday Service 10:30 AM 
Unity Church for Creative Living 

2777 Race Track Road, St Johns, FL 32259

Reverend Yvonne McAndrew

Unity offers a positive,
practical, progressive

approach to Christianity
based on the teachings of
Jesus and on the power of

prayer. Join us as we travel
the journey of spiritual
unfoldment together

Sundays at 10:30 AM.

Phone: 904.287.1505
www.UnityInJax.com

Q: What’s the latest on the school 
under construction in RiverTown?

A: On Dec. 13, we had the “topping 
off ” of the new school in RiverTown, 
which is now about 60 percent com-
plete. It was a great celebration and 
well attended. In conjunction with the 
construction, we’re working on zon-
ing. The vast majority of RiverTown 
families wanted RiverTown to be 
zoned together, but at first we didn’t 
think it was possible. We went back 
to the drawing board and realized that 
since this new school will open as a K 
– 7 the first year, it could happen. It 
will cause us to accelerate the building 
of the first of two elementary schools 
that are planned for RiverTown. This 
first elementary school will likely 
open as a primary school (K – 3) with 
grades four through eight remain-
ing at School “PP” (because at first, 
we won’t have enough middle school 
students to make it a viable middle 
school). We have not done this before, 
but it makes sense and will keep the 
community together. 

We voted on Dec. 12 for the adver-
tisement for this zoning. It starts the 
30- day clock and we plan to vote 
officially on the zoning at our Jan. 14 
school board meeting. 

Superintendent Tim Forson has 
named Jessley Hathaway, current prin-
cipal of Osceola Elementary School, as 
the new school’s principal. In January, 
the process of community meetings to 
determine the school culture, name, 
mascot, and colors will start.

Q: Can you share the latest infor-
mation on the search for a new 
superintendent for St. Johns County 
Schools?

A: We have begun in earnest our 

selection process for Tim Forson’s 
replacement. We have met two times 
with our consultant from the Florida 
School Boards Association (who is 
assisting us with the search). It was 
clear to us that there have already 
been inquiries for this position. The 
next time we will meet will be Jan. 
14, when we will set the timeline for 
the search. There will be multiple 
opportunities for community input. 
The consultant is developing ques-
tions now tailored to different groups 
such as families, business leaders, and 
stakeholders, to get as much informa-
tion as possible regarding their points 
of view on what they’d like to see in 
a superintendent. Our goal is to have 
the new superintendent selected in 
June. 

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share with District 1?

A: We had our Academy Showcase on 
Dec. 11 at World Golf Village and it 
was very exciting. In January, there 
will be a Middle School Blitz, where 
representatives from the academies 
will visit all the middle and K – 8 
schools to share their offerings and the 
application process with the students. 
The deadline application for all acad-
emies for next school year is Jan. 31 
at 5 p.m. Applications are accepted 
online on the student’s HAC account; 
visit https://cte.stjohns.k12.fl.us/wp-
content/uploads/2022/12/23-24-Fre-
quently-Asked-Questions-Programs-
of-Choice.pdf for more information.

Q: How can our readers contact 
you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

Q. When will Clerk Patty return to 
the office?

A. Brandon J. Patty is back from his 
overseas contingency operation with the 
U.S. Navy in the Middle East. Elected 
for another four years, Clerk Patty is 
thrilled to be back serving residents 
as the Clerk of the Circuit Court and 
County Comptroller. He will take the 
oath of office on Jan. 7.

Q. What’s new for 2025 at the Clerk 
and Comptroller’s office?

A. There are several updates that resi-
dents should be aware of this year.

New services available: Our office began 
providing wedding photos to couples 
last October and we now provide gen-
eral notary services for most documents 
as a convenience. Wedding photos are 
$15 plus tax and notary services are $10.

Judicial procedures: The Florida Su-
preme Court created a new framework 
that will affect procedures related to civil 
court cases. The new rule changes aim 

to promote the timely resolution of civil 
cases through effective case manage-
ment. Our clerks are adapting to these 
rule changes in partnership with the 
judiciary.

Q. As County Comptroller, you 
manage the investments for St. Johns 
County. Is the county in a good finan-
cial position as we enter the new year?

A. Through careful planning, we’ve 
maintained a strong financial position 
for St. Johns County. Despite fluctua-
tions in short-term rates, investment 
earnings last year remained stable on 
both long and short-term investments.

Q. What is the best way for people to 
contact your office with questions?

A. Last year, we opened our Customer 
Care Call Center to better serve resi-
dents and provide direct access to live 
clerks. If residents have questions about 
any of the services we offer, they can 
call us at (904) 819-3600 or email us at 
clerk@stjohnsclerk.com.

Q A& with St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court and County Comptroller John 
Rundgren, Clerk Designee
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 46 years of serving clients!

Located in the Julington Creek Business Park •12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 • Jacksonville, Florida 32223

LET US SIMPLIFY YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS

For 2023, the Required Beginning Date for IRA Required Minimum Distributions 
increased to age 73.  First distribution must be made by April 1 of year following 
the year you turn age 73.  After the first “RMD”, distribution, following distribu-
tions  must be taken annually and can be taken at any time during the year.  For 
Defined Contribution Plan (Profit Sharing, 401(k)) the RMD must be taken by the 
later of the year you turn 73 OR the year you retire.    In the first year for IRAs 
or Retirement Plans, there could be 2 RMDs in the same year—for example, If 
you turn 73 in July 2024, the first one would be by April 1, 2025,  The 2nd one 
would be before December 31, 2025.

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

Q A& with St. Johns County Property Appraiser 
Eddie Creamer

Q A& with St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections Vicky Oakes

Q: Can you give us the basic infor-
mation for homestead exemption in 
Florida?

A: Between now and March 1, it is time 
for qualifying homeowners to file for 
homestead exemption. To qualify, you 
must have owned the property as of Jan. 
1, 2025 and occupied it as your primary 
residence. Evidence of this is your Florida 
driver’s license with that address. You 
may not claim or be eligible to claim a 
homeowner’s tax exemption in Florida or 
any other state.

Q: Why is it important to apply for 
homestead exemption?

A: It’s important because it reduces your 
property’s taxable value by $50,000 — 
which can result in a savings of approxi-
mately $650 for the average homeowner 
in St. Johns County. It also sets the base 
for the 3 percent “Save our Homes” cap, 
which limits the assessed value of your 
home from rising more than 3 percent 
per year. For the past couple years, we 
have seen property value increases that 
are higher than this cap. 

Q: How should a homeowner file for 
homestead exemption?

A: Homeowners can file in person in our 
office or online at www.sjcpa.gov. Pres-

ently, about 65 percent of homeowners 
are filing online, compared to about 10 
percent just four years ago. 

Q: Are there other exemptions?

A: There are many different and specific 
exemptions designed to provide tax relief 
to certain homeowners. Examples include 
exemptions for widow/widowers, totally 
and permanently disabled veterans or 
first responders, those who are blind or 
have other permanent disability, deployed 
service members, surviving spouses of first 
responders, and low income seniors. Please 
call our office for more information if you 
think any of these might apply to you.

Q: What is the most important thing 
to remember?

A: It is mandatory that you apply for 
any exemption by March 1. Even if you 
qualify, if you don’t apply for it — we 
can’t grant the exemption. Florida Statute 
is clear that the homeowner must apply.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis 
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. It 
is open Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Also, readers can email me at Eddie@
sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-5500.

Q: Was the November 2024 General 
Election turnout as expected?

A: Voter turnout in St. Johns County 
for the 2024 General Election was the 
sixth highest in the state of Florida, out 
of 67 counties! Voter turnout in St. Johns 
County reached a historic 86.79 percent 
— the highest voter turnout in St. Johns 
County dating back to the 1970s.

Q: Which precincts in St. Johns Coun-
ty had the highest voter turnout?

A: The top 5 precincts with the highest 
voter turnout were:

Precinct 212, Heritage Baptist Church - 
91.9 percent voter turnout 
Precinct 408, Crosswater Hall at Nocatee 
- 91.2 percent voter turnout 
Precinct 109, RiverHouse at RiverTown - 
90.9 percent voter turnout 
Precinct 503, WGV Good News Church 
- 90.7 percent voter turnout 
Precinct 108, Shearwater Amenities Ctr - 
90.2 percent voter turnout

Q: What was the preferred method of 
voting in the 2024 General Election?

A: The voting trend for this election 
showed a preference for the convenient 
13 days of early voting, with almost 60 
percent of voters casting their ballot early, 
followed by 22 percent voting on Elec-
tion Day, and 18 percent by mail.

Q: What is next for the Supervisor of 
Elections Office?

A: Shortly after certifying election 
results for the 2024 General Election, an 
executive order was issued by Governor 

DeSantis calling for a special election to 
fill the vacancy in Congressional District 
6 left by U.S. Representative Waltz’ res-
ignation. This election is not countywide 
and does not involve St. Johns County 
voters in the north of the county, who 
reside in Congressional District 5.

Q: Who is eligible to vote in the Spe-
cial Primary Election on Jan. 28, 2025?

A: The Special Primary Election is open 
only to registered Republican and Demo-
crat voters residing in Congressional 
District 6, which is the southern portion 
of St. Johns County. We have a map 
available on our website at www.votesjc.
gov that shows the precincts included in 
this election.

Q: Is there anything else you’d like to 
share?

A: I would like to thank the voters of 
St. Johns County, who turned out in 
record numbers for this election, for their 
continued support. I would also like to 
praise the hardworking 17 full-time Elec-
tions Office staff, 50 part-time staff, 654 
dedicated poll workers, and our com-
munity partners who provide safe and 
accessible locations for our voters to cast 
their ballots. St. Johns County celebrates 
successful, secure elections because of all 
of you. I look forward to seeing you all in 
2025 and 2026.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.gov or call me at (904) 823-2238. 
Our website, www.votesjc.gov also has a 
wealth of information.
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Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®
Managing Director – Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner
Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Happ� New Year...
Wishin� yo� � happ� 
an� pr�perou� new year!

Mitch Wright Heather Wright
Financial Advisor Financial Advisor

605 Sr 13n Ste 101, Fruit Cove, FL 32259 • 904-230-3385

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the 
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance 
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00005-00

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

Creative studio has new owner
The new owner of the St. Johns Board 
& Brush Creative Studio, Jane Felt, is 
putting her talents and community-
mindedness to work as she readies for 
DIY home décor workshops at her 
business. Board & Brush, ranked the 
country’s No. 1 DIY studio workshop 
franchise by Entrepreneur magazine, 
offers workshops where attendees can 
create wood porch signs, trays, plant-
ers, home décor signs, doormats and 
more to change the look of their home 
for every season.

Felt has big plans for the studio, a 
business she calls her “bridge to retire-
ment,” explaining how she has worked 
for an aircraft manufacturing company 
for decades, raised three sons (she and 
her husband moved to the area to be 
closer to them), and was looking for a 
way to bring people together in a cre-
ative environment to connect with each 
other and disconnect from technology.

“I really believe this studio can be an 
important part of the fabric of St. 
Johns, especially for people looking for 
community,” she said.

She added that the previous owners 
and several of the previous instructors 
remained on staff and how they’re gen-
erously sharing their know-how with 
her. It also helps that Felt is a creative 
type, dabbling in pottery and stained 
glass as an expressive outlet.

“My husband is an artist, and he’s help-
ing behind the scenes too,” said Felt.

Felt has invited local non-profits inter-
ested in hosting fundraising workshops 

to contact her directly at the studio, 
noting she has a soft spot for the 
YMCA. She also hopes to partner with 
local assisted living facilities to bring 
residents in for a workshop.

“Having cared for my mom and dad 
in their later years, I would love to 
provide something other than living 
life around medical appointments,” 
Felt said.

The St. Johns Board & Brush is located at 
530 State Road 13 North. Visit https://
boardandbrush.com/stjohns/ for more 
information.

Cross Regions Group announces 
groundbreaking of hotel
Cross Regions Group, a multifaceted 
company specializing in commercial 
real estate services, held the ground-
breaking for the building that will be-
come Home2 Suites by Hilton’s newest 
location at The Fountains at St. Johns 
in St. Johns County. The 137-room 
Home2 Suites by Hilton hotel will be 
the first hospitality development within 
The Fountains at St. Johns and the first 
Northeast Florida hotel to be located 
at the intersection of Interstate 95 and 
County Road 210.

Home2 Suites by Hilton will be located 
in Fountains East, which will feature 
a town square with 35,000 square feet 
of retail and restaurants. Four build-
ings within Fountains East are already 
80 percent committed. Fountains East 
will be the future home for Island 
Wings, Toasted Yolk, Wicked Cookies, 
Upgrade Labs, St. John Aesthetics, and 
DaVinci’s. Completion of the town 

square is anticipated in 14 months, and 
completion of the hotel is expected in 
18 months.

The Fountains at St. Johns is a mixed-
use medical and retail development 
located on nearly 100 acres at the 
northeast intersection of County Road 
210 West and Interstate 95 in St. Johns 
County. The Fountains at St. Johns 
offers approximately 200,000 square 
feet of retail, restaurant and medical/
office space on 23 acres. The develop-
ment includes Ascension St. Vincent’s 
Health Center – St. Johns, an edu-
cational facility for Jacksonville Uni-
versity’s healthcare sciences programs, 
174 upscale apartments with 25,000 
square feet of retail on the first floor, 
276 apartments from Madison Capital, 
and a 13,000-square-foot facility for 
Chappell Schools. Future plans include 
an assisted living facility and wellness 
center.

Visit www.crossregions.com for more 
information.

 Photo courtesy Cross Regions Group
Cross Regions Group commemorates the groundbreaking of its newest develop-

ment, The Fountains at St. Johns East. 

SCORE celebrates 60th anniversary
SCORE, the nation’s largest network of 

volunteer business mentors, celebrated 
its 60th anniversary in 2024 with sev-
eral notable events and achievements. 
Since its founding in 1964, SCORE 
has supported more than 17 million 
entrepreneurs through its nationwide 
network of more than 10,000 volun-
teer mentors. 

As part of the anniversary celebration, 
SCORE organized a series of pitch 
competitions across the country. Events 
were held in Philadelphia, Des Moines, 
Los Angeles, Houston, and online. 
Small business owners competed for 
$175,000 in total prize money and 
participants received mentoring and 
guidance to prepare their pitches.

Over its 60-year history, SCORE has 
adapted to changing times. It has 
expanded from retired executives to 
include active professionals as mentors, 
embraced technology with free online 
learning, remote mentoring, and vir-
tual workshops, and increased diversity 
among clients and volunteers.

In 2024, Jacksonville’s 83 active volun-
teers counseled more than 1,250 new 
clients (in addition to legacy clients) 
and delivered workshops to more 
than 11,580 attendees. The Jackson-
ville Chapter also hosts a Jacksonville 
SCORE CEO Forum to support local 
businesses and entrepreneurs, providing 
a platform for executives to learn from 
each other, gain new perspectives, and 
improve their leadership skills

SCORE welcomes new volunteers. Visit 
https://www.score.org/volunteer/become-
mentor for more information.
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Digital Marketing Solutions
for Your Small Business

We’re here to plan, design and implement 
a comprehensive digital strategy that 
works for your business.
Streamlined, simplified, affordable! Highly-targeted digital 
advertising, Geo-fencing, Streaming TV ads, Mobile  
advertising, Search Engine Optimization and Social Media 
Marketing - All backed with transparent & easy-to-understand 
reporting and analytics. 

NewsLineDigital 
Marketing & Advertising
904-886-4919
www.NewsLineDigital.com
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WHAT WE OFFER

AdMessenger

Mobile Made Easy.
Reach your customers with a 
unique, engaging mobile ad!
It’s SIMPLE ... and it WORKS.

Scrolling “Ticker” 
unit that looks like 

Breaking News

Target the right  
audience in the 
right location

Change
messaging 

quickly & easily

Superior results

To put it SIMPLY ... NewsLine AdMessenger is THE easiest and most 
effective tool for local advertisers to engage with consumers on mobile to 
drive traffic to stores, services and events. 

What do we do?

Build an AdMessenger in under a minute and get live today!
https://floridanewsline.myadmessenger.com/app/demotool/

 Your message here! Tap for info

AdMessenger
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NewsLine  
AdMessenger is 
THE easiest and 
most effective tool 
for local advertisers 
to engage with 
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mobile to drive traffic 
to stores, services 
and events. Build an  
AdMessenger in 
under a minute and 
get live today. 

Contact us online today to get 
started with a free consultation. 
www.NewsLineDigital.com

Bartram Bash to benefit athletes at 
Bartram Trail High School
The Bartram Trail High School Athletic 
Booster Club has announced Friday, 
Feb. 28 as the date of the annual Bar-
tram Bash. Featuring fun, food, and 
entertainment, the event will be held 
at La Venture Grove beginning at 6:30 
p.m. Tickets are $75 and include deli-
cious appetizers. Don’t miss out on live 
music from Darrell Rae and the chance 
to win exciting prizes in the raffles.

Proceeds from this event will go toward 
supporting all sports at Bartram Trail 
High School. Contact the Bartram 
Trail Athletic Booster Club at bbabc-
communications@gmail.com for more 
information. Tickets may be purchased 
at https://gofan.co/event/2340311?sch
oolId=FL68189_2 

Or if you already have the GoFan app, 
search “2025 Bartram Bash” to pur-
chase tickets.

Bartram Trail Women’s Club welcomes 
New Year
The Bartram Trail Women’s Club (a/k/a 
Bartram Trail Newcomers and Wom-
en’s Club) will hold its meeting and 
luncheon on Tuesday, Jan. 14, 2025, 
at 11 a.m. at St. Johns Golf & Coun-
try Club. Doors will open at 10:30 
a.m. The January luncheon theme is 
New Year, New You and attendees are 
encouraged to wear New Year attire/
accessories.

Checks for $32 should be made pay-
able to BTNC and mailed to Brenda 
Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon Court, St 
Augustine, FL 32092. Payment must 
be received no later than the first Tues-
day of the month, Jan. 7, 2025. Be sure 
to indicate your entrée choice on the 
check memo. 	  

The Bartram Trail Women’s Club meets 

the second Tuesday of every month 
from September to May for lunch. 
In addition to the monthly meetings, 
the club has a wide variety of interest 
groups, including Bridge, Continental 
Rummy, Pennies Canasta, Mexican 
Chicken Train dominoes, Bunko, Mah 
Jongg, golf, recipe exchange, monthly 
special events, book club, lunch and 
matinee, Lunch Divas, Ladies Night 
Out, a nature walk group and commu-
nity projects. Email Adrienne Townsel-
Wilson at bartramtnc@gmail.com 
for club information. Visit to www.
facebook.com/BTNC1 to see pictures 
of the meetings and download a mem-
bership form.

Newcomers of North St. Johns 
announces January 21 luncheon
Newcomers of North Saint Johns will 
host members and their guests at their 
January luncheon on Tuesday, Jan. 
21 beginning at 11 a.m. at Pesca by 
Michael’s, 117 Vilano Road, Unit R in 
St. Augustine. The event features lunch 
and an Antiques Roadshow-themed 
program with experts from B. Langs-
ton’s Estate Sales and Auctions.

“This is a first-ever such event for 
Newcomers and we are thrilled to learn 
more about antiques and those ‘trash 
or treasure’ items we all have at home,” 
said Priscilla Cobbs, co-president.

Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. The cost 
for the luncheon and program is $40 
for members and $45 for guests and 
non-members. All reservations must be 
received by Jan. 13. 

Visit https://newcomersofnorthstjohns.
org for more information about the 
luncheon and membership. 

ElderSource seeks St. Johns County 
representation for Advisory Council
ElderSource, a nonprofit organization 

that works to empower elders, adults 
with disabilities and their caregivers in 
order to age with dignity and indepen-
dence, is seeking volunteer members 
to its Advisory Council, specifically 
seniors who reside in St. Johns County.

Duties for an Advisory Council 
member are to report on the needs of 
elderly and emerging issues in their 
respective counties; review and com-
ment on the agency’s Area Plan; study 
legislative issues and advocate on behalf 
of the elderly; assist in promoting the 
mission, programs and activities of 
the agency; and to educate the public 
about the needs and the contributions 
of the elderly.

“Our Advisory Council members are an 
important asset to our organization,” 
said Linda Levin, CEO of ElderSource. 
“They are an active voice we need to 
hear in order for us to stay in touch on 
senior issues affecting the communities 
in which they live.”

Meetings are held the third Thursday 
of every other month from 1:30 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. and conducted virtually 
using the Zoom platform. Call (904) 
391-6690 or email Sherry.Holmes@
MyElderSource.org for more informa-
tion about how to become an Elder-
Source Advisory Council member.

Crime writers to take lesson from 
undercover narc
Drug trafficking is a dark and dan-
gerous world that is a mystery to the 
average person. And it’s a mystery that 
crime writers want to crack. Who bet-
ter to help than a former undercover 
narc? Brian Townsend, a retired Special 
Agent for the Drug Enforcement Agen-
cy, will share one of his most dangerous 
undercover executions at the Northeast 
Florida Sisters in Crime meeting on 
Jan. 4 at 10:15 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Branch Library.

Townsend’s successful investigation 
of a cartel’s drug trafficking in a quiet 
Arkansas community was featured 
on A&E’s “Undercover: Caught on 
Tape” show (Small Towns, Big Crimes 
episode). In addition, he will extract in-
sights to help writers enrich their crime 
writing. 

Northeast Florida Sisters in Crime is 
a chapter of the national organization 
and serves mystery, crime, and thriller 
writers and readers. The group’s pro-
grams feature speakers in forensic sci-
ence, psychology, and law enforcement 
fields. Men and women are welcome 
to attend to learn more about writing, 
promoting, and enjoying crime fiction. 
Contact floridasistersincrime@gmail.
com for more information.
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Al and Phyllis Abbatiello

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Al and Phyllis Abbatiello 
are well known for their 
many years of volunteer 
service, trying to keep 
growth under control in 
NW St. Johns County. The 
couple, originally from 
Chicago, moved here in 
1998. It was at about that 
same time that they made 
the acquaintance of Mary 
Cornwell, who had been 
instrumental in securing 
a Scenic Highway desig-
nation from the State of 
Florida for State Road 13. 
They formed the William 
Bartram Scenic and Histor-
ic Highway Group, which 
continues today. As of Jan. 
1, 2025, Al and Phyllis 
are taking a well deserved 
retirement from their many 
years on the board and are 
happy to have handed over 
the reins to a new team who is also 
passionate about the cause. The couple 
lives in Fruit Cove, still in the original 
home they moved into in 1998, and 
next year will celebrate their 70th 
wedding anniversary. They have two 
daughters and a son as well as five 
grandchildren.

Q: How did you two meet?

Al: We actually met in front of a 
grocery store in Chicago as teenagers. 
On my part, it was love at first sight, 

but we didn’t start dating until after 
I returned from my two-year stint in 
the Navy.

Phyllis: When we first met and I knew 
he liked me, I was a little nervous 
because I wasn’t dating yet. After high 
school, I attended Mundelein Col-
lege in Chicago, which was a Catholic 
college. I considered becoming a nun, 
but all the nuns at the convent told 
me “No!” because they liked Al. They 
must have sensed that we’d be good 
together. Al is such a kind hearted 
person and it was easy for me to fall 
for him. 

Q: What were your 
careers?

Al: I had a 32-year 
career in radio commu-
nications working for 
Motorola. We moved 
to multiple different 
states for my job over 
the years, including 
Minnesota, Indiana, 
Kansas, and St. Louis, 
Missouri before I 
retired as a regional 
manager.

Phyllis: I worked in the 
banking industry at a 
savings and loan when 
we first got married, 
but I had to quit when 
I became pregnant. 
It’s just what was done 
back then. Then I had a 
second career as a real-
tor after the children 
were older. 

Al: I also decided to 
become a realtor after I 
retired from Motorola, 
since Phyllis was work-

ing as one.

Q: What brought you to NW St. 
Johns County?

Al: Our daughter lived in Orlando 
and she wanted us to move to Florida, 
but we didn’t want to live in “touristy” 
Florida. 

Phyllis: We decided on the Jack-
sonville area, and then did what we 
always did when we moved our family 
before and what we knew to be best 
as realtors — move to the area with 
the best school system. We could tell 
this area would be popular and grow 
and would be good for our careers as 
realtors.

Q: What led you to join the William 
Bartram Scenic Highway Group?

Al: As background, when we lived in 
St. Louis, the HOA there spent lots 
of money and it seemed no one knew 
what it was spent on. We decided that 
when we moved, we would make it 
a point to get more involved in our 
community. 

Phyllis: We were concerned about all 
the growth in Florida and we wanted 
to preserve the natural beauty of this 
area. We felt if we didn’t step up and 
try to preserve it, who would? So Al 
was elected chairman of the group and 
remained that until the end of 2024. 

Q: What do you see as the future for 
the group? And do you feel it’s been 
successful?

Al: Well, we had a very large group at 
first, but over the years the group got 
smaller. We had a successful campaign 
a few years ago to attract new mem-
bers, but membership has dwindled 
again. I know everyone is very busy.

Phyllis: But we are busy too!

Al: In some respects, I feel we’ve been 
effective, especially in slowing the 
growth on State Road 13. The Scenic 
Highway designation is so important 
to our efforts. I plan to still be in-
volved with our new team for a while, 
as I have so much information and 
knowledge to share. But the time has 
come for us to step aside. There is still 
much work to be done.

Phyllis: I’m proud of Al for keeping 
the scenic highway, right next to a 
Heritage River, beautiful.

[Visit https://bartramscenichighway.com 
for more information about the William 
Bartram Scenic and Historic Highway 
Group.]
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Photo courtesy Juli McKitterick
The Fruit Cove Flyers boys volleyball team 
recently secured its third consecutive district 
championship. The Flyers, coached by John 
Aggas and assisted by Hannah Richardson, 
have a cumulative record of 34 – 4 over those 
three years. At the beginning of this season, 
the Flyers only had four returning players; of 
the remaining seven players, most had never 
played volleyball. Surprisingly, this year’s team 
finished with a 10 – 2 record before fac-
ing Switzerland Point Middle School for the 
championship game. The championship game 
proved to be a close battle of back-and-forth 
rallies where the Flyers pulled out a two set 
win with scores of 25 – 20 and 25 – 17. The 
great competition on the court was highlight-
ed by the sportsmanship embodied by both 
teams. 

3X District 
Champs!
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Help and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8
HEALTH & FITNESS
D enta l  insuranc e 
f r o m  P h y s i c i a n s 
Mutual  Insurance 
C o m p a n y .  C o v -
e r a g e  f o r  4 0 0 + 
pro c e dure s .  R ea l 
dental insurance - 
not just a discount 
p l a n .  G e t  y o u r 
f re e   In format ion 
K i t  w i t h  d e t a i l s ! 
1 - 8 5 5 - 5 2 6 - 1 0 6 0 
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p -
lus.com/ads #6258
Atte n t i o n  o x y g e n 
t h e r a p y  u s e r s ! 
D i s c o v e r  o x y g e n 
therapy that moves 
with you with Ino-
gen Por table Oxy-
gen Concentrators. 
F r e e  i n f o r ma t i o n 
kit . 1-866-47 7-9045

HOME SERVICES
A ging Roof ?  New 
Home owner ?  G o t 
S t o r m  D a m a g e ? 
You ne e d a  loca l 
e x p e r t  p r o v i d e r 
that proudly stands 

behind their work . 
Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. 
Call 1-888-878-9091
W a t e r  d a m a g e 
c leanup:  A  smal l 
amount of water can 
cause major dam-
age to your home. 
Our trusted profes-
sionals dry out wet 
areas & repair  to 
protect your family 
& your home value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-
2809. Have zip code!
MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G e n e ra c  H o m e 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It ’s not 
jus t  a  genera tor. 
It ’s a power move.
E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c leaning forever ! 
LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFil ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & 

Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936
Bath & shower up-
dates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime 
w a r r a n t y  &  p r o -
fessional instal ls . 
Senior  & mi l i tar y 
d i s c o u n t s  a v a i l -
able. 1-877-543-9189
Become a published 
author. We want to 
r e a d  y o u r  b o o k ! 
Dorrance Publish-
ing t rus ted s ince 
1920. Consultation, 
production, promo-
tion & distribution. 
Call for free author ’s 
g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7-7 2 9 -
4998 or visi t  dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads
S a f e  S te p .  N o r t h 
America’s #1 Walk-in 
tub. Comprehensive 
l i fe t ime warrant y. 
Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and ser-
v ice .  Now featur-
ing our free shower 
pack age & $1600 

off -  l imited time! 
F i n a n c i n g  a v a i l -
able. 1-855-417-1306
We s le y  F inanc ia l 
Group,  LLC T ime-
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t sO ve r 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 
t imeshare debt  & 
fees cancel led in 
2019. Get free info 
p a c k a g e  &  l ea rn 
how to get  r id  o f 
y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971
DIRECT V Stream - 
C arr ie s  the  mo s t 
local MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$89.9 9/mo f o r  12 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) 
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405
Replace your roof 
w/the best looking 

& longest  las t ing 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 
s t y les  & mul t ip le 
c o l o r s  ava i l a b l e . 
Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% 
off install  + Addi-
tional 10% off install 
(military, health & 
1 s t  r e s p o n d e r s . ) 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 7 0 - 1 2 3 4
Ja cu z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install a 
new, custom bath 
or shower in as little 
as one day.  For a 
limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation 
costs! (Addit ional 
terms apply.  Sub-
ject to change and 
vary by dealer. Of-
fer ends 12/29/24.) 
Call 1-844-501-3208
Don’t let the stairs 
limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on 
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall 

or wants to regain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r 
ent i re  home.  Cal l 
AmeriGlide today! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5
H o m e  b r e a k - i n s 
take less than 60 
s e c o n d s .  D o n ’ t 
wait! Protect your 
family, your home, 
y o ur  as s e t s  n o w 
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951
MobileHelp Amer-
ica’s premier mo-

bile medical aler t 
s y s te m .  W h e t h e r 
y o u ’ r e  h o m e  o r 
away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No 
long term contracts! 
Free brochure! Call 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6
We buy houses for 
cash as is! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 
c o n d i t i o n .  E a s y 
three step process: 
Cal l ,  get  cash of-
fer & get paid. Get 

your fair  cash of-
fer today by calling 
L iz  Buys  Houses: 
1 - 8 4 4 - 8 7 7 - 5 8 3 3
A m e r i c a n  L o g 
Homes DEVELOPER 
LIQUIDATION SALE! 
Log Home kits sell-
i n g  f o r  B a l a n c e 
Owed. Up to 50% off. 
Design plans can be 
modif ied! No time 
l imi t  on del iver y. 
Call 1-866-307-5491, 
M-F 9am–5pm E T.

Job Finder January 2025:
Starling owns and operates several senior living communities throughout 
Florida. We are hiring for a variety of positions. Visit www.StarlingLiving.
com/careers to apply!

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-
22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com

GardeningGardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

A New Year, A New Approach?

Gardening confronts us with new 
challenges almost constantly. Cur-
rently in the second week of Decem-
ber, we’ve had our first cold weather. 
Some gardeners try to hold on to 
their late summer gardens for as long 
as possible before conditions make 
it impractical. My front yard is an 
example. I garden more for wildlife, 
especially birds, pollinators and other 
invertebrates than I do for people, so 
shelter and sustenance are important. 
This means that my less than or-
thodox front yard is not a green and 
tidy sward. The brown twiggy flower 
stems of my favored plants (dotted 
horsemint, Monarda punctata) still 
predominate. Clumps of now shaggy-
looking lance leaf coreopsis (Coreopsis 
lanceolata) are scattered in. Straggly 
Indian blanket (Gaillardia pulchella) 
is still producing a few flowers, and 
the clumps of Virginia spiderwort 
(Tradescantia ohiensis) are limping 
along, waiting for rain to pull them 
back from the brink. Most of these 
plants provide shelter. Pokeweed 
(Phytolacca americana) is holding on 
to its berries, as are the beautyberry 
shrubs (Callicarpa americana), both 
of which are relished by mocking-
birds and cardinals. Whatever we 
think of autumn, this is how nature 
works. It’s just not neat and tidy.

There are plenty of useful resources 
which explain how and why to be 
more wildlife friendly, particularly 
through the winter, and this article 
in the November issue of The Neigh-

borhood Gardener is a great start: 
https://tinyurl.com/4env94k6. To re-
ceive The Neighborhood Gardener in 
your inbox, you may subscribe here: 
https://tinyurl.com/38u7ftfu.

This year, I’m delighted to say that 
my yard is brightened by our Shu-
mard oak (Quercus shumardii), the 
leaves of which have turned more red 
than brown. A first! Apparently, this 
is the result of a drier summer, fol-
lowed by a cool down. The anthocya-
nins in the leaves have reacted to this 
and the red coloration is the result. 

As the human year winds down, so 
does the natural year. By the time 
you read this, it will be our New 
Year and hopefully we will all be 
looking forward to a bright spring. 
In the meantime, vegetable growers 
will be tending to their crops, as well 
as planning for the spring garden. 
Historically our last frost date was 
around mid-March, but with the 
recent changes to our official climate 
zones, our spring may be earlier than 
usual. If you intend to grow flow-
ers or vegetables from seed, forward 
planning is essential to make the 
most of the coming year. 

Early January is a little late to sow 
some native wildflowers, but if you 
collected or bought any recently don’t 
let that put you off trying. Annu-
als should bloom the first year, as 
the term suggests, but be prepared 

Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

Happy New Year! Here’s to having a 
safe, memorable, and productive up-
coming year. As I talked about in the 
past, it’s a great time to set out plans 
and make goals for the coming year. 
Whether it’s catching your biggest 
bass or planning a trip to catch a new 
species of fish, you have plenty of time 
after sunset right now, so make good 
use of it. It is also pertinent to ser-
vice boat motors, trailers, and fishing 
gear so you are not missing out when 
spring rolls around. 

Specks were up and down through 
December, but they should be more 
consistent this month. Good numbers 
of smaller fish can be found in creeks 
around the area. A few larger fish will 
be mixed in, but they’ll still be mostly 
in the river. Minnows and jigs still 
have you covered. If you’re wondering 
where you can get minnows, we have 
a few options: Trout Creek Marina, 
Black Creek Marina, and Whiteys 
Fish Camp usually have plenty. If you 
have an aerator and a few buckets you 
can keep the ones you don’t use alive 
between trips. Change the water they 

are in and feed them every couple 
days and they can survive a long time. 
It makes it super convenient having 
them on hand. 

Bass will be in the creeks and the river 
as well. I don’t spend nearly as much 
time targeting them this month as I 
do specks. When I do, I use large wild 
shiners since I am looking for bigger 
bass. Artificials will still be productive 
and if I can give any advice on select-
ing those this time of year, go towards 
a smaller size and work them very 
slow. Everything moves slower when 
the water cools down. 

Stripers are also worth looking for in 
the cold water. If the river is calm, you 
can look for schooling fish in open 
water. Birds can show you where to 
look. Bridges will be the best bet in all 
conditions. Lipless crank baits, jigs, 
shrimp, and shiners are all good. Strip-
ers tend to be near the surface early 
and late then mid column or towards 
the bottom when the sun is up. At 
least we still have some options out 
there. Tight lines. 

Gardening cont. on pg. 14
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Your Local Dance Experts

Adults-Teens-Kids
Beginner to Advanced 
Private and Group lessons

Venue Rental

Visit our online Calendar and 
Class Schedule at 

www.AABDance.com

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259

904.679.5697

Ask About our
Wedding Packages

Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events
200 person capacity – 4,000 Sq ft

Dance 
Lessons

Dance 
Lessons

Schedule your Schedule your 
FREE 30 minute FREE 30 minute 

lesson today!lesson today!

 Your New  Your New 
Years Resolution...Years Resolution...

2430 Blanding Blvd 
904-267-1900

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

500 SR 13 N. 
Behind McDonald's, 
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923
9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

Come see us before your next road trip!Come see us before your next road trip!
$25 OFF
ANY REPAIR OR SERVICE $250 OR MORE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

FREE Alignment Check
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$10 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$30 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$5 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

FREE Brake Inspection
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

“Servicing Every Customer Like 
They’re FAMOUS!”

Let Famous Automotive Professionals 
give you a 5-Star Service.

Store Hours 
Mon-Fri 8am-6pm

Sat: 8am-4pm

2Year/24K Warranty

www.famoustirecenter.com

 GAME DATES:January 18 | February 15 | March 15

By Lauren O’Shell
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Nov. 1, students, teachers and 
staff of Freedom Crossing Academy 
participated in the sixth annual “Rock 
Your School Day,” a worldwide initia-
tive to encourage teachers and schools 
to create educational experiences by 
creating outside of the box lessons for 
students and promoting learning in a 
new, fun way. This year, the Freedom 
Crossing Falcons adopted the theme, 
“WILD about FCA.” 

From the moment students entered 
the school on Nov. 1, the campus was 
brewing with excitement. The FCA 
guitar students put on a show for stu-

dents as they arrived 
Friday morning and 
made their way to 
class. Hallways and 
classroom doors 
were decorated to 
mimic different 
habitats such as the 
desert, the arctic, 
and oceans. Teach-
ers and staff dressed 
in their best animal 
print to match the 
“wild” theme.

This year, hands-on 
thematic activities 
filled classrooms 
sponsored by 
educational out-
reach programs like 
The Jacksonville 
Zoo, MOSH, and 
the University of 
Florida’s “Scientist 
in Every Class-
room.” Students 
were able to interact 
with wild animals and 
learn about conserva-
tion, habitats and local 
ecosystems. 

Cross-curricular collaborations 
inspired classrooms with hands-on 
activities. Kathryn Frericks, middle 
school art teacher, and her art stu-
dents partnered with kindergarten 
students to create art projects to 
match the theme. 

“We had a great Rock Your School 
day in the middle school art room,” 
said Frericks. “We hosted little 
kindergarten artists and they were 
encouraged and coached by the older 
students. It was a huge success and 
enjoyed by all of the students.”

To wrap up the day, every kinder-
garten through fifth grade student 
participated in the FCA Fun Run and 

grades sixth through eighth grade stu-
dents went “wild” for the Color Run, 
where students raised money to sup-
port technology and school improve-
ment needs at Freedom Crossing. The 
students set a monetary goal at the 
beginning of this fundraiser and when 
they met the goal, the school’s princi-
pal, Melissa Lime, let the top fund-
raising students dye her hair a wild 
shade of blue. Lime then roamed the 
halls of Freedom Crossing Academy 
with blue hair to show her wild side.

“We were all focused on combining 
learning and fun,” Lime said. “The 
activities were science centered, en-
gaging and standards based. Teachers 
brought the curriculum standards to 
life in a variety of ways that show-
cased their craft as educators.” 

Freedom Crossing Falcons are WILD about Learning!

Photos courtesy Lauren O’Shell

Jeremy Price and his guitar students getting students pumped up during arrival for 
a wild day of learning.

This first grade class learned about wild animals on Rock Your School Day.

Middle school art students and kindergarten artists created sea life bracelets.
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Sponsored by LSF Health Systems, and the State  
of Florida, Department of Children and Families.

Or visit our website to find 
the locations near you.

(904) 829-2273 EPICBH.ORG

TRANSFORMING LIVES
 & RESTORING FAMILIES

CALL TODAY! 

• Mental Health Counseling
• Substance Use Counseling
• 3 Walk-in Access Centers
• Psychiatric Services 
• Rapid Response Team
• Prevention Programs
• Inpatient Detoxification
• Residential Treatment
• MARS Clinic

OUR  SERVICES

connection topossibilities

Scan code to visit RiverGarden.org 
or call us at 904.886.8420.

• Spacious therapy center 

• Individualized treatment plans 

• Specialized therapists 

• Available 7 days a week 

• Green, lush campus

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care 

following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request 

the best. During your stay, our top priorities are to help you 

regain your best quality of life, maximize your independence, 

and connect you back to your best health.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by  
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community. 
Skilled Nursing License #1476096

Photo courtesy Julington Creek Elementary
Students from Julington Creek Elementary participated in the Girls on the Run of 
Northeast Florida’s 20th Birthday Bash 5K on Dec. 7 at the University of North 
Florida. All the girls from the school’s two teams have been participating in the 
program, which is designed to inspire girls of all abilities to recognize and embrace 
their inner strength and make meaningful connections with others, since Septem-
ber. Since its inception in 2004, Girls on the Run of Northeast Florida has posi-
tively impacted more than 34,000 girls. This fall season alone, the program boasted 
75 teams, serving girls across multiple counties including Alachua, Bradford, Baker, 
Clay, Duval, Flagler, Marion, Nassau, Putnam, St. Johns, Union, and Volusia. Jul-
ington Creek Elementary’s students have been participating in the Girls on the Run 
program for more than 18 years and this season had 40 girls take part. 

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Two large dogs with lots of love and 
shenanigans to offer — that’s Anna and 
Henry in a nutshell. Add “local celebri-
ties” to the list as they are both fea-
tured in the 2025 Labrador Retriever 
Rescue of Florida (LRRoF) calendar, 
which is hot off the press and available 
to purchase. 

The calendar costs $25 (includes ship-
ping) and is a collection of beautiful 
photos of Labradors rescued by LRRoF 
taken by talented local and statewide 
photographers. Anna and Henry’s 
photo session was taken by Amy Oliv-
ieri, who is a professional lifestyle and 
documentary style photographer based 
in Atlantic Beach.

“The session was so much fun for Anna 
and Henry,” said Michele Oliver, who, 
with husband Ben Oliver, are proud 
“parents” to the rescues. “Amy was so 
patient and the photos were all won-
derful — I know it was hard to just 
choose one!” 

Labrador Retriever Rescue of Florida 
was founded in 2000 as a grassroots 
organization. Enlisting hardworking 
volunteers and veterinarian partners, it 
is committed to placing Labs in loving 
new homes. The non-profit provides 
foster care, veterinary care, spaying/
neutering and microchips for the 
Labradors in their adoption program. 
Their goal is to place Labradors in 
appropriate, permanent homes. Prior 
to an adoption, LRRoF considers the 
history, temperament, personality, and 
energy level of the rescued Labrador. 
The placement process includes a writ-
ten application and a home visit of the 
potential adopter.

Anna (aka Anna Banana and formerly 
named Rhett) joined the Oliver family 

in February 2020 in the midst of Co-
vid and uncertainty. She was two years 
old and found wandering the streets. 

“She’s so sweet with everyone, kids es-
pecially, and a complete goofy girl who 
loves to run in the nearby dog park 
and make new friends, enjoy treats and 
stretch out on her own twin bed and 
couch,” said Oliver. 

Henry joined the Olivers in February 
2024 when they adopted him from 
LRRoF as a senior formerly named 
Lucky. 

“He’s eight years old, but has the en-
ergy of a much younger dog and enjoys 
his daily walks as well as downtime, 
when he watches movies with us on 
his soft dog bed,” said Oliver. “He is 
gentle with kids and very friendly with 
our neighbors. Henry is highly intel-
ligent and adapted to being with Anna 
and our family very quickly.”

Visit LRRoF.org to purchase a calen-
dar and learn more about Labrador 
Retriever Rescue of Florida.

Local Labrador Retrievers featured in 2025 calendar

Girls on the Run celebrates 20 years!

Photo courtesy Amy Olivieri

Henry (left) and Anna (right) are featured in the 2025 Labrador Retriever Rescue of Florida calendar.
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With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 01/31/2025

,000

March 11 – 16, 2025
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 The “go to” fan guide for THE PLAYERS

Linda Gay
Marketing & Sales
(904) 607-5062 cell
Linda@FloridaNewsline.com
www.FloridaNewsline.com

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE NOW! By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Oct. 25, Johnathon Hartley, 
ranked second in the state of Florida, 
led Harrison Moore, Elliot Lasota, 
Caleb Ramjohn, Cole Ristau, Hud-
son Austin, and Chris Sima to a boys’ 
elementary state championship by one 
point.

“They worked hard as a team pushing 
each other to victory,” said Jill Bena-
vides, co-founder of the No Excuses 
Running Club. “Each one played a 
vital role in their first ever state cham-
pionship.” 

Hartley, Moore, and Lasota medaled 
individually placing them in the top 
20 in the state. 

The next morning, Danny Itkin 
(ranked  No.12) led the No Excuses 
Running Club middle school boys’ 
team of Zach Thomas, Chase Petrick, 
Austin Courson, Harrison Lafser, 
Graham Moore, and George Hoch 
to a middle school boys’ club state 
championship for the fifth time in a 
row. Itkin, Thomas, Petrick, Courson, 
and Lafser all medaled, placing them 
in the top 20.

“Summer foundational mileage and 
relentless cross country season training 
paved the way once again to victory,” 
said Benavides. “The NERC middle 
school boys have dominated the club 
division since 2020 when the club 
began. Now on to track!”

Boys’ running teams are 
state champs

Photos courtesy Jill Benavides

Club boys state champs 2024.

to wait longer for some perennials 
to flower. Sow seeds in small seed 
trays or cells in a seed-starter mix 
and keep them under grow-lights or 
on a bright windowsill. A heat mat 
could give them a head start. Try 
to avoid the seedlings getting leggy. 
Water them from below to reduce 
the risk of overwatering and caus-
ing damping off. For advice on this, 
see https://tinyurl.com/ysnw3tdt. 
Once seedlings have a pair of true 
leaves, begin a weekly application of 
a dilute liquid  
fertilizer. 

These general instructions apply 

to most types of seed, but some 
vegetables don’t transplant easily, so 
check the Florida Vegetable Garden-
ing Guide for all you need to know 
to start a successful spring garden: 
https://tinyurl.com/2rneraa7. 

The first Extension newsletter of 
the new year will be available here: 
https://tinyurl.com/3b3fx8xd, as 
are all previous editions. Check it 
out for upcoming classes and timely 
articles. The Jacksonville library 
also hosts speakers, and some of 
the Life Lab classes might interest 
you. Check out https://tinyurl.com/
mtszmadb for January’s offerings.

Gardening cont. from pg. 11

Elementary school boys state champs 2024.
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Galloping through Kentucky’s equine 
legacyTravelTravel

After exploring the Tennessee Whiskey 
Trail, I drove on to Kentucky. I hoped 
to explore more than bourbon and blue-
grass music; I wanted to see horses. The 
state’s deep-rooted equestrian culture 
boasts some of the world’s most re-
nowned horse farms, racing venues, and 
equine traditions; however, I did not go 
at the right season to catch the world-
renowned Kentucky Derby at Churchill 
Downs in Louisville. The famous fastest 
two minutes in sports occurs every May. 

Shelbyville: The Saddlebred Capital of 
the World

Instead, I began in Shelbyville, the “Sad-
dlebred Capital of the World.” As the 
name implies, the Saddlebred breeds are 
celebrated here for their beauty, grace, 
and versatility. Visitors can tour some 
of the prestigious Saddlebred farms in 
the area, but I chose to visit Lettleiki, 
an Icelandic breeding farm. I met the 
owner, Maggie Brandt, a warm, wonder-
ful, and clever woman who exemplifies 
the characteristics of the legendary and 
magical Iceland fairies. She shared her 
fondness for Icelandic horses by explain-
ing their special features: they have five 
natural gaits, including the tölt, which 
is exceptionally smooth and comfortable 
for riders — no bouncing. Originally 
bred in Iceland, the breed features a 
muscular build, thick coats, and adapt-
ability to various climates. Despite 
their smaller stature, they’re incredibly 
powerful and agile, capable of handling 

leisurely trail rides and competitive 
events. Maggie convinced me that if I 
ever consider horseback riding, it should 
be done with Icelandic horses. Her farm 
includes some of the finest Icelandic 
horses in North America. 

I moved on to checking out a farm with 
a program called HorseSensing. It’s an 
equine therapy organization teaching 
humans how to interact with horses. 
The goal is to successfully help veterans 
transition back to civilian life from vari-
ous forms of addiction. The program 
places them in jobs, and it has changed 
lives. 

While in Shelbyville, I stayed in a 
remarkable Cerulean Farm Bed and 
Breakfast, a restored 1860s mansion sur-
rounded by the owner’s horses. I highly 
recommend it.

Frankfort: State Capital

Being close to Frankfurt on the banks 
of the Kentucky River, I didn’t want 
to miss seeing the capital. Capitol 
buildings are always worth a stop, and 
Kentucky’s was no exception. I also took 
a tour at Rebecca Ruth Candy, learning 
about the woman who perfected a recipe 
that led to her invention of the Bourbon 
Ball, a mint chocolate bourbon-infused 
candy. 

Georgetown: Old Friends

The historic town of Georgetown is 

home to one of the most cherished 
stops for horse enthusiasts: Old Friends 
Thoroughbred Retirement Farm. This 
sanctuary provides a loving home 
for retired racehorses, including past 
champions like Silver Charm and War 
Emblem, whom I saw. A guided tour 
offers a closer look at this heart-warming 
establishment. 

Lexington: The Horse Capital of the 
World

I stopped at the Kentucky Horse Park, 
the ultimate museum of equestrian his-
tory. I had only a few hours here, but 
could have stayed the entire day. Visitors 
explore the International Museum of the 
Horse, a Breeds Barn, watch live dem-
onstrations, and can even take a horse-
back ride through the scenic grounds. 

It was finally time to head to the races. 
No equine journey through Kentucky is 

complete without a stop at Keeneland. 
Keeneland is more than a racetrack 
— an icon of thoroughbred racing. 
Established in 1936, Keeneland hosts 
prestigious racing meets every April and 
October and is a global hub for horse 
auctions, where some of the world’s fin-
est Thoroughbreds are bought and sold. 
The venue’s historic grandstands, lush 
paddocks, and thrilling races make for 
an unforgettable experience, especially if 
you place a winning bet.

Whether you’re watching a Saddlebred 
trot gracefully in Shelbyville, meeting 
retired champions in Georgetown, or 
cheering on Thoroughbreds at Keene-
land, Kentucky offers an unparalleled 
equestrian experience.

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Icelandic horses.

A REGGIO EMILA  -   MONTESSORI  - HALF DAY PRESCHOOL

Toddler through Kindergarten

Community Open House
Saturday, Jan. 11, 2025, from 9 AM to 11 AM

Private Tours: Available during school hours in January.
Open Enrollment: Begins Saturday, Feb. 1, at 9 AM.

See your Child Flourish 
when you join the Ivybrook community

We offer Montessori and Reggio Emilia 
blended curriculum and are a VPK provider.

We also offer Step Up for Florida scholarships 
for our private half-day kindergarten class

Julington Campus
200 North Ridgecrest Lane, St Johns, FL 32259 • (904) 467-8865

Valley Ridge Campus
10660 US 1 North, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081 • (904) 822-4817

Learn more about us at www.IVYBROOKACADEMY.COM
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Tony Willson, MD
Beachwalk 

*Treats ages 10+ 

Donald Tice, MD
Hilden Road 

*Treats ages 14+ 

Nzinga Tafari, MD
South Hampton 

*Treats ages 5+ 

Thu Truong, MD
Durbin Park 

*Treats ages 6+ 

Jonathan Gries, MD
Hilden Road 

*Treats ages 6+ 

Kyle Herring, MD
Durbin Park 

*Treats ages 6+ 

Austin Gillette, MD
Murabella 

*Treats ages 5+ 

© Baptist Health 2024

Find the right doctor for you in  
St. Johns County: 
     
     Beachwalk 
1310 CR 210 W 
St. Johns, FL 32259 

904.824.4407

     Durbin Park 
550 Durbin Pavilion Drive
Suite G101 
St. Johns, FL 32259 

904.770.2095

     Hilden Road 
141 Hilden Road, Suite 201 
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081 

904.825.1941 

 
     Murabella 
230 Village Commons Drive 
St Augustine, FL 32092 

904.940.1441

 
     South Hampton 
110 Hampton Point Drive 
St. Augustine, FL 32092 

904.484.7772

     Nocatee 
400 Colonnade Drive
Suite 160 
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

904.824.1020

Finding the right primary care doctor can make 
all the difference in your overall health. Primary 
care teams are often the first to notice subtle 
changes that could lead to serious health 
conditions. Prioritize good health this year by 
scheduling an annual wellness exam! 

Baptist Primary Care physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Primary Care, Inc.

County Road 210

International Golf P
arkway

Race Track Road

95

1

9B
Nocatee Parkway

St. Johns Parkway

95

Not sure which physician 
is right for you?

Call 904.202.4YOU (4968)  
and we’ll help match you with the right doctor. 

Expert care for  
the whole family  
in St. Johns County.   


