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St. Johns County Fight Night:  
First responders to box for charity

Jaws lacrosse   cont. on pg. 2

Jaws lacrosse 
teams dominate 
at Gold Coast 
Shootout
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8U championship team. 

By Jennifer Werba
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Jaws Lacrosse program cel-
ebrated an extraordinary week-
end at the Gold Coast Shootout, 
showcasing the talent, teamwork, 
and determination of its players.

The competition was fierce, but 
the Jaws teams proved unstop-
pable, leaving it all on the field 
and earning championship titles 
in multiple divisions: 8U, 14U 
Jaws White 2030 and HS Silver. 
These outstanding performances 
are a testament to the play-
ers’ hard work, resilience, and 
dedication, as well as the incred-
ible support of their coaches and 
families.

Join us to learn more about advanced treatment options to help manage your Disease.
 Family and friends are welcome to attend this educational event.  *FREE meal provided.

Option 2
Date: Tuesday February 25, 2025 • 11:00am 

Location:  Sacred Heart Catholic , 7190 Hwy 17 S 
Fleming Island, FL 32003

Register to Attend: http://learndbs.com/1599

Option 1
 Date: Tuesday February 18, 2025 • 11:00am 

Location: The Yards, 254 Alta Mar Drive, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Register to Attend in Person: http://learndbs.com/1613

RSVP also available by phone: Alaine Keebaugh, PhD (c) 770-356-6410 

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

A new family-friendly event is coming 
to St. Johns County — Fight Night 
will test the boxing skills of employees 
of the St. Johns County Sheriff ’s Of-
fice against those of St. Johns County 
Fire and Rescue. Benefitting from 
the event will be the soon-to-be-built 
Diamond of Dreams, a ball field and 
playground for children with special 
needs, along with Historic St. Johns 
PAL (Police Athletic League), an 
organization that provides all youth an 
opportunity to play a variety of sports.

Fight Night will be held on Feb. 13 
beginning at 6 p.m. at the St. Au-
gustine Amphitheatre. The St. Johns 
County Sheriff ’s Office held its first 
boxing event last year on a smaller 
scale and as part of another event. It 
was a huge success. According to Fight 
Night coordinator SJSO Deputy Kris-
sie Padgett, a stand alone event this 
year made sense for a few reasons.

“The logistics were difficult to piggy 
back off another event,” Padgett said. 
“We also needed to be able to sell 

more tickets to meet the demand. 
We were turning people away at the 
smaller venue last year. Already [in 
early January] we have sold more tick-
ets than last year.”

The event will consist of 15 bouts; the 
first three bouts will feature teenag-

ers from the PAL boxing program. 
The main events will be the 12 bouts 
pitting first responders from SJSO 
against those from St. Johns Fire and 
Rescue. 

Padgett said that the fighters have 
been training for about four months, 
three times per week, to get ready for 
the fight. 

“It takes a big commitment to do 
this,” she said. “The fighters have to 
make sure their cardio and skill levels 
are up.”

The St. Augustine Amphitheatre will 
host the event and stadium seating 
will be available. The ring will be in 
the pit on the floor, offering great 
viewing, especially for the seats that 
will be added to the pit. Padgett said 
the fighters will walk out on the stage 
before entering the pit to fight. Two 
SJSO deputies will act as DJ and The 
Amp will have food and beverage ven-
dors to add to the festive atmosphere. 
Fight Night swag, including com-

Photos courtesy Taylor Levesque

Fighters from last year’s event with Sheriff Rob Hardwick and Kendell Hardwick.

Practice session with St. Johns County Fire and Rescue. Fight Night cont. on pg. 2
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Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®
Managing Director – Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner
Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

“We are so proud of every Jaws 
player who competed,” said the Jaws 

coaching team. “Your effort and 

teamwork exemplify what it means 

to be part of the Jaws family.”

Jaws lacrosse  cont. from pg. 1

Photos courtesy Jennifer Werba

4U Jaws White 2030 championship team. 

High school B championship team. 

memorative patches and shirts, will 
be available for purchase. The fight 
is sanctioned by the Combat Sports 
Athletic Commission, which will also 
provide some of the judges — in addi-
tion to a few current MMA fighters.

St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hard-
wick is a big fan of not only the 
event, but also of the beneficiaries 
of the proceeds. Citing the success 
of the Field of Dreams in NW St. 
Johns County, he said that his wife 
Kendell Hardwick was inspired also 
by her work dealing with the special 
needs population in St. Johns County 
Schools to provide a similar project in 
the southern part of the county.

“The Diamond of Dreams will be 
located on PAL property leased from 
the Board of County Commissioners 
off Nease Road,” Sheriff Hardwick 
said. “It will include a carpeted play-
ing field that is wheelchair accessible 
as well as a playground. The idea is 
for the PAL kids and the special needs 
kids to all be able to play together and 
learn from each other.”

Sheriff Hardwick said that fundraising 

for this project is ongoing, including 
the Fight Night event, but that Kend-
ell Hardwick also successfully made a 
presentation to the Board of County 
Commissioners and was granted about 
$2 million in ARPA funds that were 
set to expire if not utilized. Phase 1 of 
site preparation should be underway 
shortly and the goal is to have chil-
dren on the field this time next year.

Event promoter SJSO Deputy Padgett 
and SJCFR Public Information Of-
ficer Chris Naff are looking forward to 
a great event and seeing many com-
munity members there.

“It’s important to remember that these 
are not professional fighters,” Padgett 
said. “In real life, they fight fires and 
crimes. They are boxing on the side 
to represent their agency and raise 
money for a good cause.”

Naff agreed and said that each bout 
will be different and exciting, with an 
actual belt awarded to the winner.

“Plus, the winners will have bragging 
rights for the next year,” Naff said.

Fight Night  cont. from pg. 1

Practice session with St. Johns County Sheriff ’s Office.

Practice session with PAL fighters.
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions  
above before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw  

the BFF contest in Ponte Vedra NewsLine. Your pet could be our BFF  
of the month and appear in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!  

Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF
Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend

of the monthof the month

Breed: 
Definitely a mix. Bolt is a rescue 

dog from SAFE animal rescue in St. 
Augustine

Favorite activities: 
Long walks with my mom.

Favorite treat:
 Paul Newman treats; they support 

good causes and taste good.
Favorite Friend: 
Gizmo and Sadie

How did your BFF get his name?
 We had just gotten him and he was 

really scared. The door was left open 
and he “Bolted” out. Our wonderful 

neighbors spent four hours searching 
and we were able to get him back. The 

name just stuck.

Meet  Bolt!
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Valid in-store the participating
stores listed. Coupon not

valid for Seed/Bird Food, Camera
Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards,

DSC Memberships, or Sale Items.
Cannot be combined with
other coupons/discounts.

Offer expires 02/28/25
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

Happy Valentine's 
Day !

from your friends 
at Ponte Vedra 

NewsLIne

A. cards  B. roses C. romance   D. February

TURN YOUR TECH INTO 
CASH WITH US!
We're here to give you top-dollar 
payouts for your favorite gadgets
• latest iPhones
• Sleek MacBooks
• Premium Cameras
or other high-tech treasures.

12525 Philips Hwy Suite 109, Jacksonville, FL 32256

904-496-0074

WE BUY, SELL AND TRADE ELECTRONICSWE BUY, SELL AND TRADE ELECTRONICS

You'll walk away with cash in hand, instantly!
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Council on Aging offers interest groups 
at the COA Center at UF Health Nocatee. 
Meetings are free and self-guided. 
Advance registration for clubs and 
meetings is required; email pbrunell@
Stjohnscoa.com or call (904) 814-9407. 
Tuesday clubs include: Open Card 
Play, every Tuesday 1 p.m. – 4 p.m. and 
Caregiver Support Group, every Tuesday 
1 p.m. – 2:30 p.m. Wednesday groups 
include: Mah Jongg Meet-up, 1 p.m. – 3 
p.m.

Palm Valley Market is held inside and 
on the grounds of the Palm Valley Com-
munity Center at 148 Canal Road, every 
Tuesday from 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. The market 
offers organically grown produce, 
microgreens, eggs, grass-finished beef, 
all natural chicken, Mayport shrimp, pre-
pared meals, preservative-free bread, 
honey, tea, natural skincare, custom 
jewelry and soy candles. Visit the Palm 
Valley Market Facebook page for more 
information.

1st:  Wellness events at Sawgrass 
Village will be held every Satur-

day in February from 10 a.m. – 1:30 p.m. 
Hosted by Mind Body Social, all events 
are free and open to the community. 
Events include wellness classes such as 
yoga and barre, all held on the lawn in 
front of ABC Liquors. Visit https://mbs.
events/sv/ for more information and to 
register.

1st:  NE Florida Sisters in Crime 
will host Len Richelle, retired 

federal prison worker turned novelist, 
on Feb. 1 at 11:15 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra 
Beach Branch Library. She will discuss 
a glimpse into the realities of working 
in federal prisons and provide inspira-
tion for pursuing passion projects in 
retirement. Bring your coffee and bring a 
friend; the group welcomes misters and 
sisters to learn about writing, promot-
ing, and enjoying crime fiction. Visit 
nefloridasistersincrime.org for more 
information.

4th:  Vicar’s Landing monthly 
Boutique Sale will be held 

Tuesday, Feb. 4 from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. at 

1000 Vicar’s Landing Way. The sale in-
cludes household items and furnishings, 
knick-knacks, as well as framed art. The 
public is welcome. Checks or cash only 
please. The Vicar’s Employee Scholar-
ship Fund receives all the proceeds. Call 
Beverly Webb at (904) 315-2610 for more 
information.

4th:  Essential Tremor Support 
Group Meet, Greet and Edu-

cate will be held on Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 11 
a.m. at Baptist Health Place in Nocatee, 
400 Colonnade Drive. Wellness and fit-
ness specialist Pamela Ryczko, CES, will 
discuss “Essential Tremor and Balance 
… Can It Be Improved?” All are welcome. 
RSVP to Jan Kary at jkary@verizon.net or 
(202) 438-6750.

4th:  Purely Social hosted by Ponte 
Vedra Woman’s Club will be 

held on Tuesday, Feb. 4, from 5:30 p.m. – 
7:30 p.m. at V Pizza, 154 Canal Blvd. Visit 
www.pontevedrawomansclub.com for 
more information and to register.

5th:  Coastal Friends will host  
Chris Hoffman, executive 

director of the Beaches Museum, at the 
monthly luncheon on Feb. 5 from 11 a.m. 
– 1:30 p.m. at Marsh Landing Country 
Club. The luncheon is open to members, 
guests and the community. The cost 
to attend is $25. Reservations must be 
made in advance by contacting bart-
shar@comcast.net as soon as possible.

5th:  Ponte Vedra Democratic Club 
will meet on Wednesday, Feb. 

5 at 5:30 p.m. for Chat & Chew before 
the 6 p.m. meeting at Ponte Vedra Beach 
Branch Library. The featured speaker 
will be immigration attorney Andrea 
Reyes, who will speak about current US 
immigration policies and how they may 
be affected with the new administration. 
Email pvdemclub@gmail.com for more 
information.

6th:  Bingo will be held at THE 
PLAYERS Community Senior 

Center, 175 Landrum Lane, on Thurs-
days from 1 p.m. – 2 p.m. for four weeks 
beginning Thursday, Feb. 6. Contact 
Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659 for 

more information and to register.

11th: Dr. Gerson Yessin Music 
Series presents a classical trio 

performance at the Ponte Vedra Beach 
Branch Library on Feb. 11 from 6:30 
p.m. – 7:30 p.m. The concert will feature 
chamber music from the classical and 
romantic eras including the Mendels-
sohn piano trio in D minor. Jacksonville 
Symphony Orchestra violinist Jonathan 
Kuo, principal cellist of the Jacksonville 
Symphony Orchestra Alexei Romanenko, 
and collaborative artist Rose Shlyam 
Grace will perform on the piano.

16th: St. Johns County Republi-
can Party District 4 monthly 

meeting will be held on the third Thurs-
day of each month (this month, Feb. 20) 
at 6:15 p.m. at Palm Valley Community 
Center, 148 Canal Blvd. Visit stjohns.gop 
for more information.

19th: Ponte Vedra Woman’s Club 
general meeting and lun-

cheon will be held on Wednesday, Feb. 
19 at 12 p.m. at Marsh Landing Country 
Club. The program will feature fitness 
and nutrition guest speaker David 
Kampfe. The cost of the luncheon is 
$30. Registration required; visit www.
pontevedrawomansclub.com for more 
information.

20th: Free Tech Help with David 
will be held on Thursday, 

Feb. 20 from 10:30 a.m. – 12:30 p.m. at 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. 
Drop in for tech assistance with your 
Android, Apple, and Reader devices; no 
RSVPs required. Visit sjcpls.org/branch-
es/ponte-vedra-beach-branch/ for more 
information.

21st: The Savvy Job Hunters 
Ministry of Christ Episcopal 

Church will host a free virtual workshop, 
“Must-Have Interviewing Tips” on Feb. 21 
from 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. The workshop 
will include interviewing pointers to get 
you started, preparing yourself for the 
interview, your quiver of arrows, and 
20 interview questions, and more. The 
workshop will be presented by Buddy 
Webster, partner, LEADERS Professional 

Recruiting, Inc. Email pottesen66@
gmail.com to receive the Zoom link. All 
are welcome to attend.

22nd: GTM Research Reserve 
will host its monthly Beach 

Cleanup on Saturday, Feb. 22 from 9 
a.m. – 11 a.m. No registration is required; 
meet at the Visitor Center, 505 Guana 
River Road in Ponte Vedra Beach where 
gloves and trash bags will be provided. 
Visit gtmnerr.org for more information.

22nd: Ponte Vedra Writers will 
meet on Saturday, Feb. 22 at 

11 a.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch 
Library. Author Kevin Pettway will speak 
on “Humor in Writing: How to Create 
Funny Murders, Monsters, and Romance, 
and Why You Should Try.” The meetings 
are free and open to the public. Visit 
www.floridawriters.org for more infor-
mation.

22nd: Great Gatsby Gala, hosted 
by the Ponte Vedra Wom-

an’s Club, will be held on Feb. 22 from 
6 p.m. – 10 p.m. at The Yards. The event 
will be catered by The Local and music 
will be provided by the Chris Thomas 
Project.  Registration required; visit 
www.pontevedrawomansclub.com for 
more information.

25th: PVB Adult Coloring Club 
at the Ponte Vedra Beach 

Branch Library will be held on Feb. 25 
from 11 a.m. – 1 p.m. This program is for 
adults older than 18; bring a snack or 
drink for yourself or to share with oth-
ers. Call the library at (904) 827-6950 for 
more information.

27th – March 8th: Rodgers and 
Hammerstein’s “Cinder-

ella” will be presented by The Creative 
Academy, in its 14th year of presenting 
musical performances. Tickets are avail-
able at https://www.ticketleap.events/
tickets/cec-som-5/cinderella. 

What’s Happening in Ponte VedraWhat’s Happening in Ponte VedraFebruaryFebruary Community Calendar

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Comprehensive storage 
solutions

to meet every need offering 
both security and flexibility.

Secure Vehicle
Storage

Secure Your Spot Today
(904) 525 9881

 BEACHWALKSTORAGE.COM

Convenient Location
125 Cumberland Park Dr,
St. Augustine, FL 32095

A SAFE HAVEN FOR 
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE

LEGACY

Secure Your Spot Today.

The perfect sanctuary for 
your cherished automotive 

treasures.  We redefine 
auto storage setting the 
standard for excellence.

(904) 525 9881
 AutoToyVault.com

Secure RV, Boat, 
Trailer Storage
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with St. Johns County School Board Member 
Kelly Barrera, District 4Q A&

with St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court 
and County Comptroller Brandon J. Patty Q A&

235 Towerview Drive, St. Augustine, FL

Call (904) 569-7871 today 
to learn more!

You’ll love the maintenance-free lifestyle, ideal location 
at World Golf Village and peace of mind of a secure 
plan for the future. Our Life Plan Community o� ers:

• Formal and casual dining venues
•  Resident privileges on world class King & Bear 

and Slammer & Squire golf courses
•  Exclusive MyWLife program for whole-person 

well-being
•  A full continuum of supportive aging services, 

should your needs change
• And more!

DISCOVER A SECURE PLAN 
FOR YOUR FUTURE AT 

WESTMINSTER ST. AUGUSTINE

Independent Living | Assisted Living | Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Memory Care

“Before moving here, I had to 
weather several storms. I was 

alone and I was afraid. But here, 
I was not afraid. Feeling safe and 

secure made all the di� erence 
during the storm.”

Delores, Resident at 
Westminster St. Augustine

Dear Readers,

It is with a heavy heart that I must let 
you know that our wonderful features 
writer, Tiffany Merlo Phelps, passed 
away on New Year’s Day. She was a 
part of the Ponte Vedra NewsLine 
family for five years, contributing to 
every issue during that time.

Tiffany was a consummate profes-
sional and every article she wrote 
reflected her professionalism and big 
heart. She truly loved her community 
and was happy to spotlight the 

good works that so many people and 
organizations were doing. I’m sure 
that many of you enjoyed and learned 
from her articles.

She will very much be missed. Please 
take a moment to read her obituary 
on page 10 to learn more about her 
life.

Martie Thompson

Editor

Q: Do you have an update on the 
selection process for a new superin-
tendent?

A: There will be an opportunity for 
community members to assist us in 
the search by providing feedback via 
an online survey. This will be available 
on the front page of the school district 
website from Jan. 20 through Feb. 
14. Following that, there will be focus 
groups and community forums sched-
uled, where community members may 
share what characteristics they’d like 
to see in the next superintendent and 
provide this input to the school board. 
In May, we anticipate having face to face 
interviews (following video interviews 
and written responses). The resumes, 
video interviews, and written responses 
of all candidates will all be available on 
our website for people to view. We hope 
to select our new superintendent by the 
end of May with a start date of July 1. 

Q: What can you tell us about this 
year’s upcoming legislative session?

A: We have approved our legislative 
platform and it is on our website. Key 
items include making the certifica-
tion and recertification process less 
onerous for teachers to allow us to be 
more competitive for talent. Also, this 
recertification process puts another layer 
of burden on teachers who are already in 
the field and doing excellent work. We 
will be requesting additional funding 
for our ESE students as we are seeing 
students with more complex needs. And 
we are always asking for transportation 
to be fully funded. The transporta-
tion categorical in St. Johns County is 
currently funded at 45 percent of our 
costs — and we have the most efficient 
of our state mandated requirements in 
the state. So the money must come from 
other areas in our budget to address the 
shortfall.

Q: Is it time to start thinking about 

schools for next year?

A: We do encourage those families who 
are trying to make decisions for next 
school year to reach out to our schools 
for tours. This is a great way to get a feel 
for the school and meet the principal. 
There are especially lots of fun events for 
incoming kindergarteners. It’s important 
to note that PVPV/Rawlings and Ocean 
Palms Elementary will both be accept-
ing students from out of zone and out 
of county next year as part of controlled 
open enrollment. Limited seats will be 
available because both schools’ antici-
pated enrollment will be less than 80 
percent. This is a great opportunity for 
families who have wanted to attend one 
of these schools.

Q: What is one of the things the dis-
trict is emphasizing this semester?

A: We have a big push to decrease 
absenteeism and increase attendance, 
especially as we go through the second 
semester. We want all of our students to 
finish strong.

Q: Do you have any kudos to share?

A: Congratulations to Sree Vidya 
Siliveri, an eighth-grader at Landrum 
Middle School, who won the annual St. 
Johns County School District Spelling 
Bee on Jan. 8. She won by spelling the 
word “diocese” correctly. This is her 
third consecutive win and last year she 
attended the National Spelling Bee in 
Washington DC.

Congratulations also to Rodrgrio 
Deleon Ruiz of Nease High School, 
who placed first in the Incubate Debate 
competition with the guidance of coach, 
Mary Geiger. 

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at kelly.barrera@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904) 
547-7510.

Letter from the Editor

Q. With Valentine’s Day around the 
corner, will your office host any spe-
cial ceremonies this year?

A. We will be holding our annual Val-
entine’s Day group wedding ceremony 
on Friday, Feb. 14, 2025, at 1 p.m. 
This year we’re including vow renewals, 
and we are partnering with House of 
Assembly Events to host this momen-
tous occasion at The Carriage House in 
downtown St. Augustine.

Q. Can you provide details for 
couples interested in registering?

A. To tie the knot or renew vows dur-
ing the group ceremony on Valentine’s 
Day, couples must register online by 
visiting stjohnsclerk.com/wedding. 
Registration closes on Friday, Feb. 7 at 
5 p.m. The ceremony is limited to the 
first 50 couples. Participating couples 

must also purchase their marriage 
license from the clerk’s office no later 
than Feb. 10. Photography services 
are available for an additional fee; if 
interested, choose this option when 
registering.

Q. For couples who can’t attend the 
group ceremony, what services do 
you provide at your office? 

A. Our clerks love helping couples 
navigate the process of starting a new 
life together in marriage by assisting 
with marriage applications and issuing 
marriage licenses. In 2024, we issued 
2,765 marriage licenses, and intro-
duced a new wedding photo service to 
capture couples in their special mo-
ment. For couples who can’t make it 
to our special Valentine’s Day event, 

Q&A with Brandon Patty  cont. on pg. 8
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Guest Column

You are invited!
How are the recent & future events in the markets impacting your finances?

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
invites you to a series of special luncheons:

2025 Markets & Economic Updates

Upper Deck Wealth Management

Please join Chris Thompson, CFP®, CRPC™, CMFA®, Private Wealth Advisor and Managing Director and
 Todd Perkins, Financial Advisor and Vice President with 

A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

• Investment Outlook and Themes for this year
• Economic Outlook from Chief Economist Russell Price
• 2025 Annual Equity Market Outlook
• 2025 Annual Fixed Income Outlook

Space is limited! Please make a reservation by email to: Sarah.blackley@ampf.com

Wednesday, February 5
Julington Creek Fish House

112 Bartram Oaks Walk #102, St Johns

Friday, February 21
Del Webb Nocatee Clubhouse

451 Grand Wood Drive, Ponte Vedra, FL 

Wednesday, February 26
Pusser’s Bar & Grille

816 Hwy A1A N, Ponte Vedra Beach

Wednesday, February 12 
Bonefish Grill       

10950 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville

Wednesday, February 19
Murray Bros Caddyshack                                       

455 Legacy Trail, World Golf Village   

 

These are informational seminars. There is no cost or obligation.

 

Securities offered by Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2025 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Investment products are not insured by the FDIC, NCUA or any federal agency, are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 
any financial institution, and involve investment risks including possible loss of principal and fluctuation in value.

During these complimentary lunch seminars from 12-1:30pm, we will discuss the
following reports from our 2025 Investment Research Group:

By St. Johns County Property Appraiser Eddie Creamer

At the St. Johns County Property 
Appraiser’s Office, we have launched 
a new and enhanced online applica-
tion that provides St. Johns County 
homeowners with the opportunity to 
quickly and efficiently file for exemp-
tions, including homestead, widow(er) 
and portability. The new application 
is submitted through a secure online 
portal and provides homeowners with 
step-by-step assistance and continual 
communication during the process. 
The new application also provides 
a quick approval turnaround for 
complete and valid applications, often 
within one business day. The applica-
tion can be found on our website at 
www.sjcpa.gov/exemptions.

Here at the Property Appraiser’s 
Office, we want to make filing for 
exemptions as convenient and easy 
as possible for our homeowners. This 
new application allows our home-
owners to file for exemptions from 
the comfort of their own home and 
when their schedule allows while also 
providing a more secure, streamlined 
process with faster approvals. 

The online portal and application are 
through Just Appraised, a business 

partner of our office. By setting up 
an account with the online portal, 
homeowners can file for multiple ex-
emptions and make changes as needed 
at any time. Currently, homeowners 
can apply for homestead, portability 
and widow(er) exemptions through 
the new application. By the end of the 
year, all other property-related exemp-
tions can be applied for online. In the 
meantime, all other exemptions can 
be filed by visiting our office at 4030 
Lewis Speedway in St. Augustine. Visit 
www.sjcpa.gov/otherexemptions for a 
complete list of available exemptions.

The deadline to apply for exemptions 
for the 2025 tax year is March 3, 
2025. Exemptions reduce the property 
tax bill for eligible homeowners. For 
additional information, call our office 
at (904) 827-5500 or visit our website 
at www.sjcpa.gov. 

Our mission at the St. Johns County 
Property Appraiser’s Office is to 
prepare a tax roll that is fair, equitable 
and accurate and in a timely man-
ner while complying with Florida 
Statutes and the requirements of the 
Florida Constitution. Our office has 
46 employees and manages more than 
185,000 parcels.

St. Johns County Property Appraiser’s 
Office launches new online application for 
exemptions

Q: What is one of the items that is 
a priority for you on the Board of 
County Commissioners?

A: I plan to bring back for discussion 
my 14-point Land Development Code 
change that addresses tree protection. 
The reason for this is that we now have 
two new commissioners on the board 
who, when running for office, seemed to 
support something like this. 

Q: What are some of the highlights?

A: All 14 points are common sense, re-
ally. For instance, let’s keep natural buf-
fers so our community looks the same. 
If clear cutting can’t be eliminated, why 
not just leave a natural buffer instead of 
clearcutting and then having to go to 
the trouble of replanting (but with im-
mature trees)? A homebuilder once told 
me, “Trees sell houses,” so this could be 
part of their marketing plan.

Q: What are some other important 
elements?

A: Currently, when a mature tree needs 
to be removed for development, the 
fines are very low. We need to raise the 
fines to the market value of replacing 
the tree. Also, right now developers 
can clear cut in advance of building, 
sometimes by four years. This causes the 
loss of wildlife habitat and ecosystem for 
years before building even takes place. 
Let’s make the land clearing take place 
right before development to avoid this.

I’d say, in general, let’s not lose what we 
have here in St. Johns County — qual-
ity of life. The City of St. Augustine and 
other surrounding cities and counties 
have tougher tree protections than the 
county does.

Q: So what is the next step?

A: A discussion of tree protections will 
be on the March meeting agenda. After 
that, we can forward to legal and growth 
management any proposed changes to 
the land development code for their 
input. Then, it will come back to the 
Board of County Commissioners for 
readings and a vote. 

Q: What are some of the items that 
will be on the agendas for February 
BCC meetings?

A: For February, we will have the pro-
posed comprehensive plan and a new 
concurrency ordinance for commercial 
development, among other items. Even 
if you can’t attend our meetings, you can 
watch them live on GovTV, which can 
be accessed from the county website, 
sjcfl.us. Meetings are the first and third 
Tuesdays of each month beginning at 9 
a.m.  

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at bcc4kjo-
seph@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 679-
2620.

with St. Johns County Commissioner  
Krista Joseph District 4Q A&
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Briefs

Florida Supervisor of Elections 
Association announces scholarships 
In a commitment to furthering educa-
tion and civic engagement, the Florida 
Supervisors of Elections is offering three 
$1,200 scholarships to college students 
across the state, according to St. Johns 
County Supervisor of Elections Vicky 
Oakes.

Applicants must be registered Florida 
voters and live in the state for at least 
the preceding two years. Applicants 
must be either a Political Science, Public 
Administration, Business Administra-
tion, or Journalism/Mass Communica-
tion major and be at least a junior in 
college. Students must be enrolled or 
accepted as a full-time student in a se-
nior college or university in Florida and 
have maintained at least a “C” average 
or above for the previous year.

The deadline to apply for a scholarship 
is March 7, 2025. Applications are avail-
able online on the Scholarship page in 
the “About” section at www.votesjc.gov 
or may be picked up from the St. Johns 
County Supervisor of Elections Office 
located at 4455 Avenue A, Suite 101, in 
St. Augustine.

Applications must be submitted to the 
Elections Office of the county in which 
the applicant is registered to vote. Each 
county will select one finalist to send 
to the FSE Scholarship Committee for 
consideration. Visit www.votesjc.gov or 
call (904) 823-2238 for more informa-
tion.

Chocolate and Beyond to support 
volunteers and teachers
The 32nd annual Chocolate and Be-
yond event, a celebration of chocolate, 
desserts, and other delectable culinary 
treats, will be held on March 1 from 2 
p.m. – 4 p.m. at the Classic Car Muse-
um of St. Augustine. Guests will sample 
tasty treats from some of the area’s 
finest restaurants and specialty shops, 

Theresa DePonceau knew when 
she was a little girl that she 
wanted to be an interior 
designer. Growing up in 
Rochester, NY, the eldest 
of four sisters, she has 
artistic genes dating 
back to her grand-
parents. Her paternal 
grandfather started a 
metal shop to produce 
metal artwork known 
as repousse, which 
means the transfer of 
one metal to another. 
Her father took over the 
shop until his passing and 
now Theresa is finding her 
way as a third generation metal 
artisan. But it is residential and, 
initially, marine interior design that 
has provided Theresa her livelihood. 
Upon her graduation from Savannah 
College of Art and Design, she took a 
job with yacht manufacturer Sea Ray, 
moving on to other marine compa-
nies before moving over to residential 
interior design. Today, she works with 
custom builders and has an interior 
design studio in her home.

Q: How did you know that interior 
design would be your career?

A: It just kind of came to me. My 
maternal grandmother had a beauti-
ful home and a great sense of style. 
If anyone was to get credit for what I 
think I’m capable of, it would be her. 
I used to practice in my own parents’ 

home when I was a child; I’d move 
the furniture around all the time.

Q: What was your biggest career 
influence?

A: I worked for Sea Ray for seven 
years in marine residential design and 
only left because of the financial crisis 
that occurred after 9/11. I went on 
to other opportunities with Silverton 
Marine, which was part of LUHRS. 
This is what brought me to St. Augus-
tine. Since the closing of this compa-
ny, I’ve worked on a consultative basis 
for several manufacturers and private 
yacht owners. Ultimately I moved on 
to residential design.

Q: How does residential design dif-
fer from marine design?

A: The marine process was faster 

because of the production timeline. 
I worked on all the interior finishes, 
including upholstery, countertops, 

curtains and fixed furniture, which 
was smaller in scale and size. For 

residential, there are more op-
tions in all these categories. 

I design for the way that 
people live in their homes. 
I always hope to create a 
living space with the same 
timeless sensibility that I 
use to build a wardrobe.

Q: What can you share 
about the metal artwork 

family business?

A: At the metal shop started 
by my grandfather in Rochester, 

we have a metal shop library of 
176 steel dies that have been hand 
carved by my grandfather, my father, 
and other artisans over the years. 
One of the dies commemorates the 
150th anniversary of St. Augustine. 
Each weighs between 50 – 80 pounds. 
The finished pieces, primarily in 
aluminum, are all made by hand, 
hammered from the dies so that the 
metal actually becomes a relief of the 
die. We offer platters, bread trays and 
circular serving trays. 

Q: Are these metal artworks avail-
able for sale?

A: Yes, I do the occasional art show 
and have some inventory locally. I’m 
working on an Etsy page.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
free time?

A: I enjoy yoga, walking on the beach 
and painting.

Photo courtesy Theresa DePonceau

Theresa DePonceau with some of her metal artworks.
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Linda Gay
Marketing & Sales
(904) 607-5062 cell Linda@FloridaNewsline.com www.FloridaNewsline.com

PUT YOUR BUSINESS AD IN 
FRONT OF 28,000+ FANS!

The PLAYERS Championship  
March 11 – 16, 2025

 The “go to” fan guide for THE PLAYERS

RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE NOW!

Briefs  cont. on pg. 9
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Community Marketplace   
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

Call Linda 904-607-5062
We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

we also perform wedding ceremonies 
during regular business hours at the 
Richard O. Watson judicial center, 
located at 4010 Lewis Speedway in 
St. Augustine. While walk-ins are 
welcome, couples can also book an 
appointment online. Note that mar-
riage licenses are not valid until three 
days after issuance (applies to Florida 
residents only).

Q. What is the best way for people 
to contact you with questions?

A. For questions about the services 
we provide at the Clerk’s office, our 
Customer Care Call Center is avail-
able Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. at (904) 819-3600, and by 
email at clerk@stjohnsclerk.com. I 
can also be reached directly on my 
cell at (904) 599-8688 or by email at 
BPatty@stjohnsclerk.com.

Q&A with Brandon Patty  cont. from pg. 5

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com
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AUTOS WANTED

D o n a t e  Yo u r  C a r 
to Veterans Today! 
Help and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8
HEALTH & FITNESS
D enta l  insuranc e 
f r o m  P h y s i c i a n s 
Mutual  Insurance 
C o m p a n y .  C o v -
e r a g e  f o r  4 0 0 + 
pro c e dure s .  R ea l 
dental insurance - 
not just a discount 
p l a n .  G e t  y o u r 
f re e   In format ion 
K i t  w i t h  d e t a i l s ! 
1 - 8 5 5 - 5 2 6 - 1 0 6 0 
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p -
lus.com/ads #6258
Atte n t i o n  o x y g e n 
t h e r a p y  u s e r s ! 
D i s c o v e r  o x y g e n 
therapy that moves 
with you with Ino-
gen Por table Oxy-
gen Concentrators. 
F r e e  i n f o r ma t i o n 
kit . 1-866-47 7-9045

HOME SERVICES
A ging Roof ?  New 
Home owner ?  G o t 
S t o r m  D a m a g e ? 
You ne e d a  loca l 
e x p e r t  p r o v i d e r 
that proudly stands 
behind their work . 

Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. 
Call 1-888-878-9091
W a t e r  d a m a g e 
c leanup:  A  smal l 
amount of water can 
cause major dam-
age to your home. 
Our trusted profes-
sionals dry out wet 
areas & repair  to 
protect your family 
& your home value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-
2809. Have zip code!
MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G e n e ra c  H o m e 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It ’s not 
jus t  a  genera tor. 
It ’s a power move.
E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c leaning forever ! 
LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFil ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower up-
dates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime 
w a r r a n t y  &  p r o -
fessional instal ls . 
Senior  & mi l i tar y 
d i s c o u n t s  a v a i l -
able. 1-877-543-9189
Become a published 
author. We want to 
r e a d  y o u r  b o o k ! 
Dorrance Publish-
ing t rus ted s ince 
1920. Consultation, 
production, promo-
tion & distribution. 
Call for free author ’s 
g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7-7 2 9 -
4998 or visi t  dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads
We s le y  F inanc ia l 
Group,  LLC T ime-
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t sO ve r 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 
t imeshare debt  & 
fees cancel led in 
2019. Get free info 
p a c k a g e  &  l ea rn 
how to get  r id  o f 

y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971
DIRECT V Stream - 
C arr ie s  the  mo s t 
local MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$89.9 9/mo f o r  12 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) 
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405
Replace your roof 
w/the best looking 
& longest  las t ing 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 
s t y les  & mul t ip le 
c o l o r s  ava i l a b l e . 
Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% 
off install  + Addi-
tional 10% off install 
(military, health & 
1 s t  r e s p o n d e r s . ) 

1 - 8 3 3 - 3 7 0 - 1 2 3 4
Ja cu z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install a 
new, custom bath 
or shower in as little 
as one day.  For a 
limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation 
costs! (Addit ional 
terms apply.  Sub-
ject to change and 
vary by dealer. Of-
fer ends 3/30/25.) 
Call 1-844-501-3208
Don’t let the stairs 
limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on 
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall 
or wants to regain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r 
ent i re  home.  Cal l 
AmeriGlide today! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5
H o m e  b r e a k - i n s 
take less than 60 
s e c o n d s .  D o n ’ t 
wait! Protect your 
family, your home, 
y o ur  as s e t s  n o w 

for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp Amer-
ica’s premier mo-
bile medical aler t 
s y s te m .  W h e t h e r 
y o u ’ r e  h o m e  o r 
away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No 
long term contracts! 
Free brochure! Call 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

We buy houses for 
cash as is! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 

c o n d i t i o n .  E a s y 
three step process: 
Cal l ,  get  cash of-
fer & get paid. Get 
your fair  cash of-
fer today by calling 
L iz  Buys  Houses: 
1 - 8 4 4 - 8 7 7 - 5 8 3 3
C o n s u m e r  C e l l u -
lar - same reliable, 
nationwide cover-
age as the largest 
carriers .  No long-
term contrac t ,  no 
hidden fees  f ree 
activation. All plans 

feature  unl imi ted 
talk & tex t ,  s tar t-
ing at just $20/mo. 
Call 1-877-751-0866

Po r t a b l e  O x y g e n 
Concentrator may 
b e  c o v e r e d  b y 
Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and 
mobi l i t y  wi th the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
i n f o r m a t i o n  k i t ! 
Cal l  87 7-305-1535

Job Finder February:
River Garden is seeking a Maintenance Technician. Experience as a build-
ing maintenance tech is a plus, but not required. Full-time with competitive 
pay and free lunch! Please visit www.rivergarden.org/careers or call (904) 
260-1818 to speak to Human Resources

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-
22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

PopHistory
By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com

A Coke and a smile
At the height of the Great Depres-
sion, whole families were uprooted. 
Many wandered, seemingly aimlessly, 
about the country searching for 
work. They were indescribably poor. 
They were dirty and hungry and 
despondent. Some days, a 10-cent 
candy bar served as a meal for an 
entire family. A 5-cent bottle of Coca 
Cola was a luxury. Even so, people 
still spent that 5-cents and indulged 
themselves. Sometimes you just have 
to spoil yourself. 

At least one man noticed this phe-
nomenon. He was a banker in 
Quincy, Florida named Pat Munroe. 
He marveled at the fact that dirt 
poor farmers in his small hometown 
still seemed to have the money for 
the occasional Coke. He also mar-
veled at the relatively cheap price 
of Coke stock. At the time, a single 
share went for $19. The company 
had more money than that in the 
bank. He urged his customers to 
invest in the stock, even if it was just 
a single share.

“Mr. Pat” was a trusted member of 
the community. He was their banker. 
They relied on him for the loans that 

allowed them to plant each spring. 
Quincy is a little town northwest 
of Tallahassee. The population 
was about 3,800 during the Great 
Depression and about 7,000 today. 
The principal crop back then was 
tobacco. Some of Munroe’s custom-
ers took his advice and bought what 
stock they could. Never a lot. Who 
had the money back then?

The investment paid off, probably 
even far beyond the wildest dreams 
of the town’s trusted banker and 
his following. Over the years, Coca 
Cola stock grew and grew and then 
grew some more. The price went 
up. The dividends went up. Eventu-
ally, Quincy, Florida — named after 
President John Quincy Adams — be-
came the wealthiest city in America. 
At one time, the town boasted 67 
“Coca-Cola Millionaires.”

A single share of Coke stock, pur-
chased for $19 in the 1930s would 
now be worth more than half a mil-
lion dollars. More than $10 million 
if you had reinvested the dividends. 
This year you would get more than 
$15,000 a year in dividends alone. 
Even better, that dividend has gone 

up every year for the past 57 years. 
Not bad for a $19 investment.

The good citizens of Quincy were 
not the only ones to benefit. Sun-
Trust Bank was the underwriter of 
the Initial Public Offering of Coca-
Cola stock way back in 1919. The 
bank was paid $100,000 of Coke 
stock for their troubles. A little over 
a decade later, the value of the stock 
had been cut in half. Many people 
might have panicked and sold. Cut 
their losses. SunTrust did not. They 
held the stock certificates in a vault 
for decades. Another vault at the 
bank held the secret formula for 
Coca-Cola.

In 2012, SunTrust finally sold those 
shares for nearly two billion dollars. 
The return on investment was nearly 
two million percent! Now, that may 
sound like a great deal. But the value 
of that stock has gone up another 
billion dollars since they sold. 

Scott A. Grant is a local historian and 
author. By day, he is a fiduciary asset 
manager at Standfast Asset Manage-
ment. He welcomes your comments at 
scottg@standfastic.com

and tickets will include a tour of the 
museum. A silent auction and contests 
will also be part of this fun and exciting 
afternoon.

This event is hosted by TASK — 
Teacher’s Aid for Student Knowledge. 
Proceeds from Chocolate and Beyond 
are utilized to support RSVP of St. 
Johns County as they recruit, train, 
and recognize senior volunteers, as well 
as local teachers as they receive special 
project grants. Tickets can be purchased 
at https://tinyurl.com/bdh6back and 
will also be available at the door.

Photography exhibit opens
“Where We Stand,” a powerful exhibi-
tion by St. Augustine fine art photog-
rapher Lenny Foster, will open with a 
reception at First Coast Cultural Center 
on Thursday, Feb. 6, from 5:30 p.m. – 7 
p.m. In celebration of Black History 
Month, this exhibit will be featured at 
FCCC through March 27, and it is free 
and open to the public.

Tickets are now on sale for First Coast 
Cultural Center’s 30th anniversary gala, 
“Beaches, A Celebration of the Arts.” 
This annual event will be held at TPC 
Sawgrass Clubhouse on April 27 from 
6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Gala sponsorships and 
program advertisements are available.

Visit www.firstcoastculturalcenter.org or 
call (904) 280-0614 for more informa-
tion on Foster’s exhibition and other events 
and programs. First Coast Cultural Center 
is located at 6000B Sawgrass Village 
Circle in Ponte Vedra Beach.

Briefs  cont. from pg. 7
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The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Warm up with a good 
breakfast

Tiffany Merlo Phelps

People on the go may not have a lot of 
time to enjoy breakfast, which means 
they may grab something quick and 
not always so healthy. But a filling, hot 
breakfast provides enough sustenance 
and nutrients to last until lunch. Such 
is the case with “Green Chile Break-
fast Burritos” from “Taste of Home 
Healthy Cooking Cookbook” (RDA 
Enthusiast Brands, LLC) by the Taste 
of Home Kitchens.

Green Chile Breakfast Burritos
Makes 6 servings

6 eggs

3 egg whites

1 jalapeño pepper, seeded and minced

Dash cayenne pepper

4 breakfast turkey sausage links, cas-
ings removed

¾ cup shredded reduced-fat Mexican 
cheese blend

1 can (4 oz) chopped green chiles, 
drained

6 whole wheat tortillas (8 inches), 
warmed

6 tbsp. salsa

1. In a small bowl, whisk the eggs, 
egg whites, jalapeño and cayenne; set 
aside.

2. Crumble sausage into a large skil-
let; cook over medium heat until no 
longer pink. Drain. Push sausage to 
the sides of pan. Pour egg mixture 
into center of pan. Cook and stir until 
set. Sprinkle with cheese and chiles. 
Remove from the heat, cover and let 
stand until cheese is melted.

3. Place ⅓ cup mixture off center on 
each tortilla. Fold sides and end over 
filling; roll up. Top with salsa.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Tiffany Ann Merlo Phelps 
passed away on Jan. 1, 2025, 
in Palm Valley, FL, at the 
age of 51. Born in Jackson-
ville, FL on April 5, 1973, to 
Thomas and Korlis Merlo, 
Tiffany was a devoted mother, 
loving daughter and cherished 
member of the community.

Tiffany attended St. Paul’s 
schools in Jacksonville Beach 
and graduated from Bishop 
Kenny High School in 1991. 
She studied English and Com-
munications at Flagler College 
and received her Master of 
Arts from University of North 
Florida. Tiffany utilized her 
communication skills and 
love for community as a re-
porter for the Nassau County 
Record, and later for The St. 
Augustine Record. She then served 
as the Director of Public Relations at 
St. Johns River Community College 
from 2003 to 2007 where she was 
responsible for managing the college’s 
public image and communication 
through media relations, internal 
communications, marketing and pro-
motion and community engagement. 
There she met her future husband 
Jan-Hein Phelps. They married on 
Nov. 19, 2005. They began a beauti-
ful life together and had two amazing 
children, Eva and Thomas Phelps. 
In 2014, they returned to the special 
property she had grown up on and 
built a home next to her parents.

In 2019, Tiffany channeled her gift 
for storytelling as a freelance writer 
at Ponte Vedra NewsLine, reaching 
150,000 readers across Northeast 
Florida. Her regular monthly fea-
tures kept her readers informed and 
engaged through in-depth insights 
into community events, programs 
and organizations, and her “Get To 
Know” series provided heartfelt pro-
files of various community members 
and fostered a sense of connection 
and unity.

In addition to her professional 
successes, Tiffany was a dedicated 
community advocate. As an Advisory 
Board Member at the Brown Family 
YMCA, she passionately supported 
the Y’s mission and programs, actively 
promoted its initiatives within the 

community, and played a key role in 
the annual campaign efforts. In 2023, 
she helped her son Thomas found the 
Palm Valley Trading Company, with 
the mission of representing the people 
of Palm Valley through signature 
clothing and collectibles to preserve 
the area’s natural and historical ele-
ments for future generations to come.

More than anything else, Tiffany’s 
greatest passion was her family. She 
loved above all things her children. 
She celebrated every milestone, and 
made sure they had everything they 
could need. She loved volunteering at 
Eva and Thomas’ activities and cham-
pioned their interests. She was also 
very devoted to her parents, always 
celebrating every moment and bring-
ing amazing treats to make everyone 
feel important. She had a special way 
with people, made friends easily and 
always knew who to call no matter 
the subject. Of all her accomplish-
ments, Tiffany was most proud of 
being a “Stay at home Mom.”

Tiffany will be remembered for her 
unbelievable kindness, her ability 
to make everyone around her feel 
special, her unwavering commitment 
to making a difference, and her love 
for celebrating holidays, especially 
birthdays.

Tiffany is survived by her husband, 
Jan-Hein; her children, Thomas and 
Eva; her parents, Thomas and Korlis, 
and her brother, Michael.
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Green Chile Breakfast Burritos
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Revisiting IstanbulTravelTravel
Whether traveling abroad or explor-
ing my home state, I find something 
comforting about revisiting a place. 
Familiar landmarks, like Cinderella’s 
Castle at Disney World bring back 
vivid memories of past visits. Of 
course, changes are inevitable — some-
times enhancing the experience, other 
times altering it in unexpected ways. 
Regardless, returning always offers the 
opportunity for new memories, espe-
cially when revisiting an international 
destination.

In 2016, I had my first encounter with 
Istanbul, a city rich in history and 
culture. Now officially spelled “Tür-
kiye” instead of “Turkey,” the country 
continues to evolve. Recently, I re-
turned to Istanbul and revisited three 
historical monuments, each offering a 
fresh perspective. 

Hagia Sophia is a masterpiece of 
Byzantine architecture, originally 
constructed as a cathedral in 537 
AD under Emperor Justinian I. This 
UNESCO World Heritage Site features 
four minarets, a stunning dome and 
intricate mosaics. Over the centuries, it 
has served as a church, a mosque, and a 
museum.

In 2020, however, Türkiye’s President 
Erdoğan decided to convert Hagia So-
phia back into a mosque. This marked 
a significant shift in its identity. For 
nearly 900 years, it was a Christian 
cathedral until the Ottoman conquest 
of Constantinople in 1453, after which 
it became a mosque. In 1935, as part of 
Mustafa Atatürk’s secularist reforms, it 
was turned into a museum.

Today, Hagia Sophia serves as an active 
place for Muslim worship while 
remaining accessible to visitors. 
Changes are immediately evident: 
the iconic Byzantine mosaics of 
Jesus and Mary are veiled during 
prayers, and soft green carpets now 
cover the marble floors. Unlike 
my previous visit, the ground level 
is no longer open to all visitors, 
a change I found disappoint-
ing. In 2016, I recall standing in 
awe beneath the immense dome, 
overwhelmed by its magnificence 
and history. During this trip, I was 
directed to the balcony level, where 
I looked down at the breathtaking 
interior. While the view from above 
was still mesmerizing, I missed the 
immersive experience of standing 
beneath the dome’s grandeur.

One of my favorite attractions vis-
ited in 2016 was the Basilica Cis-
tern, an illuminated underground 
wonder beneath Istanbul’s streets. 

Upon my return, I discovered that the 
site had also undergone a transforma-
tion. A restoration project from 2017 
to 2022 revitalized this subterranean 
marvel, making it safer and more acces-
sible. New, sturdy walkways replaced 
the older paths, allowing visitors to 
explore the 336 ancient marble and 
granite columns with ease.

Modern LED lighting now enhances 
the cistern’s ethereal quality, casting 
enchanting shadows and reflections. 
Contemporary art installations float in 
its shallow waters, blending modern 
creativity with the past. While these ad-
ditions are lovely, I found myself nos-
talgic for the original, simpler design.

The iconic and unforgettable Medusa 
heads have been cleaned and preserved. 
They appeared green during my first 
visit, likely due to algae or mold, but 
now they glimmer in a cream-colored 
hue. The addition of a metallic Medusa 
statue, with dramatic shadow play, of-
fered a delightful surprise; however, I 
wish the lighting on the statue re-
mained constant instead of cycling on 

and off.

Topkapi Palace, once the heart of 
Ottoman power, continues to capti-
vate visitors with its grandeur. Recent 
restorations have opened sections of the 
sprawling complex that were previously 
inaccessible. Visitors can now explore 
newly unveiled courtyards, though 
some areas that were once open now 
require separate tickets.

The highlight of my visit was the 
refurbished Imperial Treasury, where I 
finally saw the famed Topkapi Emerald 
dagger. Fans of the Peter Ustinov movie 
“Topkapi,” which dramatizes a heist 
involving the dagger, will appreciate 
the cinematic connection. 

Revisiting Istanbul was certainly worth-
while, yet reminded me that changes 
are an integral part of any journey. 

For more information: goturkiye.com

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

 Hagia Sophia.

Basilica Cistern with modern artwork.
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