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BFF Best Furry Friend
Meet Cookie!
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Khylee picks up her gifts.

Holiday
Angels
needed

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

It began with a simple question that
MaliVai Washington Youth Founda-
tion Executive Director Terri Florio
posed to a 10-year-old girl: “What
do you want for Christmas?”

The answer: “It doesn’t matter. I
won't get anything anyway.”

That’s when the Holiday Angels
Program was born at the MaliVai
Washington Youth Foundation in
2000 at the same time as it started a
comprehensive afterschool program.
The foundation realized that many
of its low-income participants likely
faced holidays without any gifts.
The Holiday Angels program at first
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Ringing in the Christmas Season: An easier
way to watch the Palm Valley Boat Parade

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

If you are looking for an easier way to
watch the 2024 Palm Valley Boat Pa-
rade, park at Landrum Middle School,
hop on a free shuttle and take a seat on
the bleachers under the east side of the
Palm Valley Bridge. It is a new option
being offered by the Palm Valley Com-
munity Association (PVCA) in collabo-
ration with the St. Johns County Parks
and Recreation Department to provide a
new viewing area for the community. It
is expected that 120 people will be able
to sit on the bleachers and enjoy the
parade, which will be held on Saturday,
Dec. 7 at 6 p.m. Many more will be able
to enjoy the surrounding bleacher area,
watch the local tradition and kick off
the Christmas season.

“We wanted to make the parade more
accessible to people and to give more
opportunities for families to see it,” said
St. Johns County Commissioner Krista
Keating-Joseph, who took the PVCA’s
request before the St. Johns County
Board of County Commissioners where
it was approved unanimously.

In addition to very limited parking un-
der the east side of the bridge, St. Johns
County will offer a remote parking loca-
tion at Landrum Middle School’s back
parking lot where folks can be picked up
by a free shuttle service. The Parks and

Recreation Department will provide two
shuttles in continuous rotation from
4:45 p.m. to 7:30 p.m., according to

St. Johns County Parks and Recreation
Director Ryan Kane. Signs will be up at
both locations to alert the public, and
safety officers will be in place to help
direct traffic.

Palm Valley Community Association
President Greg Leonard said this is an
important and cautious first step to
opening the parade up to the surround-
ing and growing community. Leonard
said it is a great opportunity for those
not wanting to make a restaurant
reservation or those who do not live on
the waterway. The plan is to add more
to this initiative in the coming years, he
said.

This year in addition to the bleachers,
Kane said there will also be portable

Photos courtesy Beacham Still

restrooms, trash barrels, light towers,
Christmas music and a food truck, all
courtesy of Parks and Recreation. The
Board of County Commissioners ap-
proved $5,000 of additional funds to
the Parks and Recreation Department’s
operating budget to cover these costs.

“St. Johns County Parks and Recreation
is excited for the ‘Launch Party’ and

encourages families to come out and see
the amazing flotilla of lights to help kick

off your holiday season,” said Kane.

Capt. Bob Brindle, who has been driv-
ing boat No. 77 in the lighted boat
parade for the past 24 years as the lead
boat, said interaction with the docks is
what makes the parade so special. He is
looking forward to the parade and the
new viewing area.

“For me, it is a family event. We have
our children, grandkids, and great
grandchildren with us,” he said.

The parade will begin at Marker 3 just
south of the Palm Valley Bridge. From
there, the procession will continue north
and is anticipated to reach Marsh Land-
ing around 8:05 p.m. — 8:30 p.m. Live
updates on pacing and expected arrival
times at various landmarks will be given
out as well. Water safety assistance is
also provided during the event by the St.
Johns County Sheriff’s Office, St. Johns
County Fire Rescue and Florida Fish

Palm Valley Boat Parade cont.on pg. 5
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Resort Style Amenities
& Community Spaces

Voted Best of Nocatee
Three Years in a Row!

Experience resort-style living at Atwater of
Nocatee, where modern elegance and
comfort blend seamlessly. Our multi-family
apartment complex has been designed to
offer an unparalleled lifestyle with luxury
amenities and a vibrant community
atmosphere.

Why Choose Us

Resort Amenities
Designed for those who crave resort-style living,

blending luxury with the ultimate in comfort and

convenience. Whether you're looking for
sophisticated apartment homes or exceptional
community experiences, Atwater delivers.

B

Golf Course & Carts Available
to Residents Onsite

Robust Activity Calendar
of Events for All Ages

For a limited time, enjoy 2 MONTHS FREE on
one-bedroom apartments starting at $1,599
and two-bedrooms starting at $1,799. Sign an
18-month lease and unlock even more savings
with a 3rd month FREE!

Mention this ad and receive an additional
$500 off on top of these incredible offers. It's
the perfect time to move into your dream
home at Atwater of Nocatee.

Award-Winning Living

Recognized for excellence in apartment
living, Atwater of Nocatee has earned the
prestigious Best of Nocatee award for three
consecutive years. Atwater delivers award-
winning living that exceeds expectations.

Come discover why we've been voted Best of Nocatee for
three consecutive years! Schedule your tour today and make

award-winning, resort-style living a reality.

(904) 715-4420 | www.AtwateratNocatee.com | 48 Pine Shadow Pkwy, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32081
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O Ppechin

Labrador Retriever

Playing chase with the ball and eating

Peanut butter and turkey breast

Colby and Sammy

Our daughter, who was four years of

age when we got Cookie, gave her the

name. She loved cookies!
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Meet Cookie!

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions
above before the 10th

of the month. Also tell us you saw

the BFF contest in Ponte Vedra NewsLine. Your pet could be our BFF
of the month and appear in Ponte Vedra NewsLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

MYSTERY PHOTO

Secure RV, Boat,
Trailer Storage

Comprehensive storage
solutions
to meet every need offering
both security and flexibility.

Secure Your Spot Today
(904) 525 9881
BEACHWALKSTORAGE.COM

Convenient Location
125 Cumberland Park Dr,
St. Augustine, FL 32095

2

Can you guess

where this is?

Submit your answer to:
mail@
FloridaNewsLine.com.
Last month's Mystery
Photo was THE PLAYERS
Senior Center.

=

AUTO TOY VAULT

SECURE STORAGE SPECIALISTS

NS

A SAFE HAVEN FOR
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE

The perfect sanctuary for
your cherished automotive
treasures. We redefine
auto storage setting the
standard for excellence.

Secure Your Spot Today.

(904) 525 9881
AutoToyVault.com

Ponte Vedra NewsLine ® The CreekLine ® Mandarin NewsLine

Merry Christmas
and Happy Holidays
from your friends
at Ponte Vedra
NewsLine.
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Solve the code to discover words related to Christmas.

A.jolly B. holiday C. December D. presents
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& chick-a-
dee-dee!

A%

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)

904.230.3242
whbu.com/jacksonville

cheer-
cheer-
cheer!

per-
chick’-
o-ree!

Oh, O hat GFan/

Give the Gift of Bird Feeding _ ONECOUPON PER CUSTOMER

Jax Beach

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

— — ———

'20% OFF

One Regularly
Priced Item

Valid in-store the participating |
stores listed. Coupon not
valid for Seed/Bird Food, Camera |
Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards, |
l psc Memberships, or Sale Items. |
| Cannot be combined with
other coupons/discounts. |
I Offer expires 12/31/24 |
|

—__- - _- —_- —_ = -

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wbu.com/staugustine
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December:

Council on Aging offers interest groups at
the COA Center at UF Health Nocatee. Meetings
are free and self-guided. Advance registra-
tion for clubs and meetings is required; email
pbrunell@Stjohnscoa.com or call (904) 814-
9407 Tuesday clubs include: Open Card Play,
every Tuesday 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. and Caregiver
Support Group, every Tuesday 1p.m. - 2:30 p.m.
Wednesday groups include: Mah Jongg Meet-
up, 1p.m. -3 p.m.

Palm Valley Market is held inside and on the
grounds of the Palm Valley Community Center
at 148 Canal Road, every Tuesday from 10 a.m.
- 1p.m. The market offers organically grown
produce, microgreens, eggs, grass-finished
beef, all natural chicken, Mayport shrimp, pre-
pared meals, preservative-free bread, honey,
tea, natural skincare, custom jewelry and soy
candles. Visit the Palm Valley Market Facebook

page for more information.
3rd: Vicar's Landing monthly Boutique
Sale will be held Tuesday, Dec. 3 from
T1am. -1p.m. at1000 Vicar's Landing Way.
Jewelry will include both costume and designer
14K gold and sterling silver items. Framed art
will be featured in the hall. The Christmas Shop
will be in full swing with lovely decorations and
many holiday items. Shop in the knick-knacks
area for stocking-stuffers, small gifts, and
tiny treasures. The sale will include antiques,
household items, home furnishings and art
in The CottageThe public is welcome. Checks
or cash only please. The Vicar's Employee
Scholarship Fund receives all the proceeds.
Call Janet Nicosia at (904) 607-2078 or Beverly
Webb at (904) 315-2610 for more information.
3rd; Essential Tremor Support Group
Meet, Greet and Educate will be held
on Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 11 a.m. at Baptist Health
Place in Nocatee, 400 Colonnade Drive.Dr. Zh-
igao Huang, MD, PhD with the Baptist neurology
group will be discussing information about “ET"

treatments and answering questions about this
condition. All are welcome. RSVP to Jan Kary at
jkary@verizon.net or (202) 438-6750.

4th: Coastal Friends will host Gene Nordan,

formerly of Le Chateau, who will regale
attendees with holiday tunes at a luncheon on
Dec. 4 from 11 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. at Marsh Landing
Country Club. The luncheon is open to members
and guests, as well as the community. The cost to
attend is $25. Space is limited; reservations must
be made in advance by contacting bartshar@
comcast.net as soon as possible.

5th: Bingo will be held at THE PLAY-

ERS Community Senior Center, 175
Landrum Lane, on Thursdays from 1p.m. - 2
p.m. for four weeks beginning Thursday, Dec. 5.
Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659 for
more information and to register.

7th: Wellness events at Sawgrass Village

will be held every Saturday in Decem-
ber from 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Hosted by Mind
Body Social, all events are free and open to the
community. Events include wellness classes
such as yoga and barre, all held on the lawn in
front of ABC Liquors. Visit https://mbs.events/
sv/ for more information and to register.

8th: North Florida Women's Chorale
presents “Gloria” by Antonio Vivaldi,
including other Christmas and Chanukah
favorites, on Sunday, Dec. 8 at 4 p.m. at Com-
munity Presbyterian Church, 150 Sherry Drive
in Atlantic Beach. This is a free concert open
to the public; suggested donation is $10. Visit
www.womenschorale.org for more information.
] Oth Floral Arranging with Angela Sie-
ja will be hosted by the Ponte Vedra
Woman's Club on Dec. 10 from 5:30 p.m. - 7:30
p.m. at Palm Valley Barn, 531 N. Wilderness Trail.
The cost is $35, which includes instruction,

flowers/vase, and refreshments. Registration
required; visit www.pontevedrawomansclub.

|RontelVedra
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] Oth; PVB Adult Coloring Club at the
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library
will be held on Dec. 10 from 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m.
This program adults older than 18; bring a
snack or drink for yourself or to share with oth-
ers. Call the library at (904) 827-6950 for more

information.
] Oth Decorate Gingerbread Houses

and Cookies with Humana on
Tuesday, Dec. 10 from 11 a.m. - 12 p.m. at THE
PLAYERS Community Senior Center, 175 Lan-
drum Lane. Decorate cookies to take home; if
you're lucky, you may win a gingerbread house!
Call the center at (904) 209-3659 for more

information.
]Zth Elf and Cocoa: A Festive Movie Ex-
perience will be held at the Ponte
Vedra Beach Branch Library on Thursday, Dec.
12 at 3:30 p.m. Watch the movie “Elf" and enjoy
a hot cocoa bar complete with a variety of
festive toppings. All ages are welcome; children
must be accompanied by a participating adult.
Call (904) 827-6950 to RSVP.

com for more information,

] Zth Free Tech Help with David will

be held on Thursday, Dec. 12 from
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library. Drop in for tech assistance with
your Android, Apple, and Reader devices; no
RSVPs required. Visit sjcpls.org/branches/pon-
te-vedra-beach-branch/ for more information.
]4th: NE Florida Sisters in Crime will

host holiday game time on Dec. 14

at1:15 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library. Attendees will play a Cold Case Detec-
tive game to investigate the fictional death of a
victim found floating face down in his backyard
swimming pool. Prizes will be awarded. Bring
your coffee and bring a friend; the group
welcomes misters and sisters to learn about
writing, promoting, and enjoying crime fiction.

Visit nefloridasistersincrime.org for more

information.
] 4th Ponte Vedra Writers will meet on
Saturday, Dec. 14 at 11 a.m. at the
Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. Area writers
can share their work at this annual Open Mic
meeting. The meeting is open to writers of all
genres, whether poetry, fiction, or nonfiction,
and they may read excerpts of present or past
work before an audience of their peers. Ad-
vance notice is required; email group leader Vic
DiGenti at vicdig@mac.com to participate. Visit
wwwi floridawriters.org for more information.
I 5th: PVB Friends of the Library Book
Sale will be held during regular
library hours from Dec. 15 through Jan. 3, 2025.
All proceeds go directly to books, materials,
and programs at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library. Call Seymour's Bookstore at the library
at (904) 295-3202 for more information.
] 8th Ponte Vedra Woman's Club
general meeting will be held on
Wednesday, Dec. 18 at 12 p.m. at Marsh Landing
Country Club. The program will feature speaker
Andrea Jevic, who will discuss “The Latest in
Family Law!" Registration required; visit www.

pontevedrawomansclub.com for more informa-
tion.

] 9th St. Johns County Republican
Party District 4 monthly meet-

ing will be held on the third Thursday of each
month (this month, Dec. 19) at 6:15 p.m. at Palm
Valley Community Center, 148 Canal Blvd. Visit

stjohns.gop for more information.
2 8th GTM Research Reserve will host
its monthly Beach Cleanup on
Saturday, Dec. 28 from 9:30 a.m. - 11:30 a.m. No
registration is required; meet at the Visitor Cen-
ter, 505 Guana River Road in Ponte Vedra Beach
where gloves and trash bags will be provided.
Visit gtmnerr.org for more information.

Florida's Number 1
Youth Soccer Program
Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com




Guest Column

School Board update
By Kelly Barrera,School Board Member, District 4

I would like to share my thankfulness and
gratitude to our community regarding the
passage of our two school referendums.
They are critical for the future of our
schools and community. The referendums
will allow us to maintain programs that
support our students, provide monetary
supplements for our excellent teachers,
bus operators, and educational support
staff, and continue to build and maintain
schools, increase safety and technology.

On Nov. 20, we celebrated our School Re-
lated Employees of the Year. I would like
to recognize the flowing individuals and
thank them for all that they give each day
to support our students: lan Carpenter,
Landrum Middle School; Peggy Tierney,
Nease High School; Jennifer Dean, Ocean

Palms Elementary; Nicole Hastings, Palm
Valley Academy; Carlos Fernandez, Pine
Island Academy; Janine Rosati, Ponte
Vedra High School; Christine Mineer,
PVPV/ Rawlings; and Mat Fairchild, Val-
ley Ridge Academy.

In anticipation of the opening of our
newest school in the RiverTown com-
munity, we have begun the process of
zoning students and neighborhoods for
our new school. This school will open as
a K-7 in August 2025, and become a K-8
in August 2026; however, the school will
eventually revert to a middle school once
the elementary schools in RiverTown are

built.

While opening a new school is always
full of excitement and positive energy,
changing schools can be stresstul as well.

Ponte Vedrg%/m December 2024 | Page 5

Our school district has experienced
ongoing growth over the past 20 years
and is committed to providing the best
transition possible. Excellent experienced
school leaders work to develop an inclu-
sive school culture, add familiar teachers
and support staff that students know and
recognize, and build a new school com-
munity that families can be excited about
and feel welcome to join. To those who
are newer to our community, the rezoning
process may not make sense and cause ap-
prehension. We certainly understand and
welcome suggestions to the attendance
plans options that are presented, as we
always want to evaluate every aspect.

The school board continues to take a slow
and measured approach to attendance
zoning, evaluating the options and sug-
gestions provided, taking steps to avoid

rezoning the same group of students’
multiple times, examining future growth
areas and trends, evaluating safety and
operational needs, and prioritizing provid-
ing the best educational environment for
our students.

In December, our school board will

also begin the process of selecting a new
superintendent. Superintendent Tim
Forson will be retiring on June 30, 2025
after servicing our students and school
community for 44 years in various
capacities. The process will be led by the
Florida School Board Association and
will be somewhat more streamlined than
in the past, with more online opportuni-
ties for our families and the public to
learn about the candidates and submit
feedback. The timeline will span over
several months.

Q. What is property fraud?

A. Property fraud is when someone
illegally uses your property for finan-
cial gain. Examples of this would be
someone recording a fraudulent deed,
mortgage or lien against your property
in the Official Records of the St. Johns
County Clerk’s Office.

Q. Why should people be concerned
about fraudulent recording activity?
A. According to the FBI, property and
mortgage fraud is the fastest growing
white-collar crime. Unless you continu-
ally monitor Official Records recorded
under your name, undetected fraudu-
lent documents could interfere with
future transactions such as selling or
refinancing your property.

Q. Since 2018, your office has offered
a service to help property owners
combat potential fraud related to
property transactions. How many
people have signed up for the alerts?
A. More than 22,000 residents have reg-
istered since the rollout in 2018, with
more than 7,000 sign ups since January
2024. It’s been a priority of our office

with St. Johns County Clerk
of the Circuit Court and County Comptroller
John Rundgren, Clerk Designee

to inform both residents and businesses
about our property fraud alert system.
All property owners in St. Johns County
received a flier with details on how to
sign up in their recent property tax bill.

Q. How does your service compare

to companies that market fraud alert
services?

A. Commercial alert companies charge a
monthly fee for fraud alerts, but our of-
fice offers this free of charge. Like com-
mercial alerts, our free service doesn’t
prevent the actual fraudulent activity
from occurring — but it does provide
an early warning system. Subscribers
can then take quick action if they see
something fraudulent. Residents can
sign up at www.stjohnsclerk.com.

Q. What is the best way for people

to contact your office with questions
about property fraud alerts?

A. If residents have questions about how
to sign up for our property fraud alerts,
or any other services we offer, they can
call us at (904) 819-3600 or email us at
clerk@stjohnsclerk.com.

Palm Valley Boat Parade cont. from pg. 1
and Wildlife.

Parade coordinator Beacham Still said in
addition to the bleachers, the best places
to view the parade are the restaurants

along the seven-mile boat route of Palm
Valley’s Intracoastal Waterway as well as

Mickler’s Wharf.

Still said the parade’s real mission is
to support the community by creat-
ing scholarships for local high school
students at Ponte Vedra and Nease.

He added that the parade is funded
by generous participants, businesses,
and neighbors, and it also benefits
the Palm Valley Charities via the
Palm Valley Community Association

board.

For more information, visit palmval-
leyboatparade.com or look for parade
updates on their Facebook group page
www.facebook.com/groups/Palmvalley-
boatparade. Cash prizes will be given to
boat winners in different size categories
and to the best decorated docks.

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve

your goals

Ameriprise &

Financial

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFP ©, CMFA ©, CRPC ©®

Managing Director — Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner

Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

904.380.2290

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Guest Column

Sheriff hosts second annual SJSHo-Ho-
Ho Christmas event

By St. Johns County Sheriff Robert A.
Hardwick

The St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office
is excited to host the second annual
SJSHo-Ho-Ho with Sheriff Hardwick
at the main office, located at 4015
Lewis Speedway in St. Augustine. This
year’s event will be held on Dec. 14
from 5 p.m. — 9 p.m. and will feature
photos with Santa, Buddy the Elf,

the Grinch, and more. There will also
be a Christmas movie playing, snow,
facepainting, reindeer food, and more

activities for all to enjoy. All purchases
are tax-deductible. Tickets are available

on the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Of-
fice Special Teams Eventbrite page.

I'd also like to take this moment on behalf
of my wife Kendell, myself, and the more
than 1,000 members of the St. Johns
County Sheriff's Office to thank you all
for another great year. Your continued
support of our agency is truly humbling,
It is an honor to serve St. Johns County,
which we believe is the best place to live,
work, play, raise a family, and retire. We
wish you all a wonderful holiday season
with your family and friends.

STARLING STARLING

ASSISTED LIVING

and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4199
ALF#13109

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700
ALF#12887

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you’re sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

WELLNESS « ENGAGEMENT « CULINARY « SERVICE

Call today to learn about current specials!

STARLING STARLING

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

904-834-4511
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Join us for
Christmas Eve Service
in our former stable!

Candles, twinkle lights,
Christmas trees and the
story of the birth of
baby Jesus create a
memorable evening!

7 p.m.
276 Roscoe Blvd. N.
Ponte Vedra Beach

True Love was
Born in a Stable

Lord of Life Lutheran Church

LordOfLifePVB.org
904-285-5347

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

Landrum’s’Anything but a Backpack Day” unleashes student creativity

By NewslLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Landrum Middle School celebrated

its annual Spirit Week with a stand-

out theme, “Anything but a Backpack
Day,” bringing out impressive levels of
creativity, enthusiasm, and school spirit.
Students were encouraged to swap their
traditional backpacks for unconven-
tional items to carry their school sup-
plies, showcasing their originality and
resourcefulness.

From wagons and laundry baskets to
strollers and luggage, students arrived
with all kinds of imaginative “back-
packs,” adding a sense of excitement
and camaraderie to the school day. The
creative challenge not only made for a
fun-filled day but also strengthened the
sense of community among students,

faculty, and staff.

“Seeing the students’ unique ideas and

their enthusiasm was incredible,” said
Troy Kasting, principal of Landrum
Middle School. “Events like these allow

Photos courtesy Jennifer Werba
Students' creative "backpacks."

students to express themselves and con-
tribute to our positive school culture.
The energy on campus was infectious!”

Charity gala held for Ukraine

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

In the spirit of neighbors helping
neighbors, a Charity Gala for Ukraine
will be held on Dec. 8 at 6 p.m. All the
proceeds will go directly to the Ukrai-
nian refugee families in the Jacksonville
area. The event, being hosted by the
nonprofit Helping Ukraine, Inc., will
include DJs with 80s music, an art
exhibit, silent auction, catering and wine

and cash bar. The event will be held at

Residential F;mgy Owneg

i “ Operateq
Commercial since 19gg
CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR H

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

License #W-32

i1 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com

The Link, 425 Town Plaza Ave. in Ponte
Vedra. Advance ticket purchases would
be greatly appreciated, starting at $125,
with sponsorships starting at $1,000.

Helping Ukraine Founder Natalia Plyam
said as an immigrant herself, the mission
resonates with her because these new com-
munity members had to leave Ukraine to
save their children’s lives from the war.

“I am so passionate about helping newly
arriving families from Ukraine because

I know how difficult it is to come to

a new country after losing everything
back home,” said Plyam, a Ponte Vedra
Beach resident. “My reason for doing
this is the butterfly effect: I love seeing
how helping just a few families two-and-
a-half years ago became such an amazing
thing where hundreds of neighbors are

helping hundreds of Ukrainian refu-
gees.” The event will include dinner,
dancing, silent auction and a toy drive.

“My goal is to raise $50,000 so I can
help the neediest families to get on their
feet by buying an inexpensive car, send
their children to summer camp and just
use the money for the urgent needs,”
she said. “I am humbled by and thank-
tul for the support of my community. I
couldn’t do it without their help.”

For more information, message Plyam at
nplyam@gmail.com or visit www.help-
ingukraineinc.com. Zelle payments are
also accepted via Plyam at (904) 837-
5555. All contributions are tax deduct-
ible. Checks can be made to Helping
Ukraine, Inc., 216 Settlers Row North,
Ponte Vedra Beach, Fl, 32082.

Stetson Mansion voted as USA Today’s
#1 Christmas Display in Florida

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Christmas Mansion, also known as
Stetson Mansion, Florida’s most historic
home and only Gilded Age mansion,
has opened its doors, allowing visitors
to enjoy the decorations once again for

EXPECT
)~ SOMETHING
MORE™

WATCH YOUR INSURANCE
DEDUCTIBLE DISAPPEAR.

Insure your auto through AAA and reduce your deductible by S50,
up to S500, for each policy term you are claim free with our
DISAPPEARING DEDUCTIBLE.

Contact me for a free quote.

Ask for a Licensed Insurance Agent
840 A1A Suite 180, Ponte Vedra Beach FL 32082

904-280-8181

Optional coverage fs available foradditional cost. Subject to eligibility requirements. Coverage is subject to-all policy terms; conditions, exclusions and fimita
following companies: Auto-Club Insurance Association, MemberSelect Insurance Company, Auto-Club. Group Insurance Company, Auto Club-Property  Insurance Company, Auto Club South
Insurance-Company, Auto Club-Insurance Company of Flarida, or non-affiliated insurance companies: ©2018 The Auto Club Group.All rights reserved. 18-1A-2202D FL LC 9/18

ions: Insurance undenwritten by ong of the

the 2024 holiday season. The Christmas
Mansion features 10 elaborately deco-
rated rooms on display with various
themes including An Angelic Celestial
Celebration, A Country Christmas, A
Bing Crosby Christmas, An Iconic Stet-
son Christmas, Enchanted Christmas, A
Santa Convention and more. There are

guided and self guided tours.

The Christmas Mansion has been recog-
nized in the 2023 USA TODAY 10 Best
Readers’ Choice travel award contest for
Best Holiday Historic Home Tour and
was the only Florida attraction to make
the list. The Christmas Mansion has also
maintained status at TripAdvisor’s No. 1
rated Landmark Tourist Attraction since
2014 and Top 10 Attractions in the
USA since 2022.

“We are grateful for the opportunity to
share history and festivity with visitors
and members of our community,” said
owner Michael Solari. “Each year, we
meticulously design and curate a magical
holiday experience in hopes of spreading
joy. It is an honor to return to the 2024
Stetson Mansion cont. on pg. 7
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Hon Hett

After more than 30 years in the
fitness industry, Ron Hiett
knows that there is no short-
cut to good health. “Diet,
exercise and sleep. These are
the three pre-requisites,” said
Hiett, who is a group fitness
instructor for the Brown Fam-
ily, the Nocatee and the Wil-
liams YMCAs. “You can spend
your time being either proactive
or reactive. If you are proactive, you
are working out, watching your diet
and getting enough sleep. Or you are
reactive, and you can sit in a doctor’s of-
fice because you got an ailment because
you didn’t move,” said Hiett. That is
how Hiett, 67, has lived his life — be-
ing proactive and finding balance. His
fitness journey began when he got a job
ata gym to get a free membership since
he could not afford one. After getting
certified as a group fitness instructor,
Hiett taught floor aerobics. “I was
awful at it, but I was so enthusiastic,”
he said. Soon, Hiett improved. By day,
Hiett, who grew up in Washington,
D.C., worked as an accountant (eight
years in private industry and 23 years
with the United States Department

of the Army). At night, he worked at
Sport and Health Fitness, eventually
earning his personal training certifica-
tion. “I just really enjoy working with
people and helping people,” he said. At
33, Hiett sustained a back injury after
reaching for something in the kitchen.
He later found out that he had two
degenerating discs in his back. After

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email
Martie Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Ron Hiett

Ron Hiett

several visits to the chiropractor, Hiett
said a friend suggested that he practice
yoga regularly. Hiett researched it, tried
it and felt instant relief. Unfortunately,
Hiett later reinjured his back, and this
time yoga did not help. Instead, Hiett
discovered Pilates, which not only
helped his back, but improved his other
workouts and led him to get certified in
Pilates and practice daily. Exercise and
group fitness are also what helped Hiett
maintain some sense of normalcy when
his late wife Vicki Brown battled pan-
creatic cancer. She was diagnosed with
Stage 4 terminal pancreatic cancer in
August 2023 and died on Jan. 7, 2024,
at the age of 69. “I say that she transi-
tioned. I have to believe that we do not
pass away. Energy just transforms. Her
energy that she had for life and living
and supporting people. It does not go
away. It just transitions to something
else.”

Q: Could you share more about
Vicki.

A: Vicki was not just my wife but also
my beautiful friend. She was the chief
learning officer and director for the

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

Office of Employee Development at
the Department of the Army. We have
two adult children, Jason, 42 and Va-
loree, 41. We moved here four years
ago and built our house from the
ground up. Vicki had the vision.
She insisted on purchasing two
big palm trees for the property
and putting in a swimming pool
because she always said, “What is
the point of waiting?”

Q: How does Pilates help you?

A: Pilates made my yoga, running and
weight training better. It makes every-
thing better. I always try to incorporate
that into my training. It really helps
my posture and my core, and I weave
it into my yoga class, into my client’s
weight training, and I put it into my
warm-ups so they can see the benefits.

Q: How do you approach group fit-
ness and everyday fitness?

A: When I am in front of the class, it
is not my workout. It is your workout.
I teach to the back of the class and try
to offer encouragement and motiva-
tion. I recommend incorporating
small amounts of exercise and activity

throughout the day.

Q: You have a signature look. Ex-
plain.

A: It is a rarity that you will ever

see me in long pants. I always wear
barefoot shoes, a bandana and shorts. I
have collected 70 different bandanas.

Q: What is your perspective on life?

A: We are here to have experiences.
Put your effort there — into helping
people and sharing your gifts with
people. You always think that you will
have time to do it later, but sometimes
this is the only time that you have.
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Stetson Mansion cont. from pg. 6

holiday season with more opportunities
to share our love for Christmas and an
incredible historic home which we are

grateful to look after.”

The Christmas Mansion, known as the
“House That Hats Built”, was the home
of famed hat maker and philanthropist,
John B. Stetson, Florida’s first “snow-
bird.” Not only did Stetson become

the main benefactor for Floridas first
private university — Stetson University
— but his presence in Deland and the
building of his home brought modern
amenities into Florida. Built in 1886,
Stetson’s mansion is the first and only
Gilded Age estate in Florida and was the
first home in the state to incorporate
Edison electricity, steam heat, indoor
plumbing, and a call bell system. It has
always remained occupied as a residen-
tial home, even through restorations,
and is listed in the National Register of
Historic Places.

The Christmas Mansion is open for
tours showcasing specially themed
holiday decorations throughout the
home, offered two to seven times daily
through Jan. 18, 2025. Reservations
required; visit stetsonmansion.com to
sign up.

Thank you
for reading
Ponte Vedra
NewsLinel!

Q

We r‘i eMMur\i'tis 'tO'tlner!
Be sure to support
our advertisers!

Heath & Wellness Guie

Coming in our January issue!

If your business is in the health / wellness / fitness industry don't be left out!

Deadline 12/17/24

Call Linda Gay today! (904) 607-5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com




Page 8 | Ponte Vedr;@ w2e December 2024

Answers on page 3
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CHRISTMAS WORD

"
° CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Central processing unit 29. Touches softly 1. Of cadmium 27. A type of horse
4. ;a’;l 30. Mock . 2. Deliver a sermon 28. Possesses
7. Body part 31. Red-brown Pacific sea bream 3. Inner regions of a shadow 29. Split pulses
8. Papal court 32. Summer entertainment option 4. Aggressive dog 31. Small amount
10. Young women making their  39. Protective crust 5. Smells 32. Flat-bottomed riverboat
public debuts 41. Cool! 6. Twofold 33. Not good
12. Metal shackles 42. Behave in a way that belittles 8. Former OSS 34' Atomic #31
13. Jgseph s wife _ 43. Denial 9. Computer language 35. Assist in committing a crime
14. Licensed professional 44. A place to sleep 11. Indian groom 36. Chauvinists
16. Partner to cheese 45. Electronic counter- 14. Automobile 37. Get away
. 17. Mild fruits countermeasures 15. Hairstyle 38. One of a people who speaks
19. File format 46. Intestinal pouches 18. Atomic #76 a Semitic language
73 20. Province 01:" Indonesia 48. SE Asia family of languages 19. Guy (slang) 39. Civil rights college organization
- ; ; : gelog'?]d grilled foods 49. Sound 20. Ladies’ undergarments 40. Combustible dark rocks
- bar bl 50. Select . ) 22. Furniture with open shelves  44. Grocery container
49 26. Don’t know when yet 51. Give the impression of dishon 23. Back-arc basin 47. Central nervous system
- 27. Whale ship captain 52. Witness 24. Partner to flow

>0
w
o

ve
me
v

— <>

© <
GH

W R O L J O Y A D I L O HNJELT 3 s s
E R K R G D T K S M S T O M R Y K V L Y
S R B H V S W A N H J I N E S V H OTE T -
AV D A A CM J O MTG I E E L R I C G
E F o (o) D T D P N A D N N U M A W E H F Solve the coﬁe to dtiascover wordsc;'elqtec: to Christmas.
E t tter.
W M R B S D P U CEDC OTCTCATLTIRAN O e it e = )
P N H I H I 3J A K E E H 3 Y N E N W 3 D
L E R R NV V U E GURI R W UIBUHUHIZRA AN
R H D G E UHUZ R A AMTITIGT RUZPU BTI S 0 L A. 15 22 5 5 8
€C S E R O T S T I I U S A R EI RIKMMUO 3 Ciue: Happy
P S U S E J H D E L B T K E E A 3 A O A
J Y L T O E N C I B I I Y D E V T A G K
vV U B I R I Y S O O A A E V Y J E H 3 3 =- 23_22_5 2_0 9 12 8
U L CI G G T WNOTINUDTUUBV UL J Clue: Special occasion
C 3N H L E V E UI KK Y DTLIRETEN W
D G T R M R W V G P L I CHE 3 S K E s C. 9 16 11 16 18 7 16 26
J W 3J F F €C Y B S I 6 O E S T N A S 31 A Ciue: Twelfth month
H L O C D E €C E M B E R A S I A O K C L
H I ¢ I 3 €C C A U S O H W T D P R R U K
I Y E R UNTF V D NUPI RTE S ENT S F R D. 1 26 16 24 16 19 3 24
Clue: Gifts
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
Holiday cont. from pg. 1 holiday angel was a pink ~ wish to adopt a child, a family or to just

aimed to get one pair of new shoes, one
new outfit and one new toy for its 230
children (K-12) in the program.

“That morphed into not just getting
gifts for our kids, but also including sib-
lings of those participants (birth to 18).
We serve a total of 500 children through
the Holiday Angels program,” said Flo-
rio, who has worked for the foundation
for 28 years.

The MaliVai Washington Youth Founda-
tion is an afterschool and summer youth
development program in Jacksonville’s
Urban Core that promotes academic
achievement and positive life skills.

It was started in 1996 by pro-tennis
player, Olympian and Wimbledon final-
ist MaliVai Washington to introduce
urban youth to the sport he loved. It has
grown into a comprehensive afterschool
youth development program, “Tennis-
n-Tutoring.” Washington lives in Ponte
Vedra Beach and remains active in all

bicycle, which helped her

to learn how to ride.

“When the bike was
delivered, I felt so much
love from everyone,” she
said.

Makayla, who attends
Riverside High School

aspects of the foundation, including as a
Holiday Angel.

For Makayla H., 16, a recipient of the
Holiday Angels program since she was
in the second grade, the entire experi-
ence has been a blessing.

“The program is like a family. I know
that I can count on my friends here —
no doubt about it,” she said. “It feels
like a warm hug.

Makayla said her very first gift from her

Community Marketplace
Call to advertise (904) 886-4919

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Photos courtesy Terri Florio

Holiday Angels gift delivery.

and has an interest in
fashion design and fo-
rensic science, said angels
play a key role during the holidays and
even a small gift serves to brighten the

life of a child.

Participants can make gift requests, and
foundation staff stress that the requests
should be made by the child for a true
“gift” as opposed to something that
could be seen as more of a necessity,
such as underwear or pajamas.

Becoming a Holiday Angel simply
involves sending an email to the founda-
tion. Angels can indicate whether they

donate cash ($150 will cover the cost
of one child). Requests can be made to
adopt a child or family with similar ages
as the donating family to make shop-
ping for new gifts easier, said Florio.
Participants are also asked to wrap the
items per instructions to help save staff
time. Gifts are due by Dec. 16 and are
delivered to families on Dec. 23.

While gifts are being dropped off, Florio
said the office gets transformed into a
Santa’s workshop during the final weeks.

“For me, that whole season between
Thanksgiving and Christmas is a very
crazy time. It is a lot of work, but being
able to see the kids and their faces is
amazing. It is a very tangible way to see
the impact that we have year-round,”
said Florio. “The look on their faces
when they receive the gifts is pretty
exciting.”

For more information or to become a
Holiday Angel, email champion@mal-

washington.com.

PRESSURE WASHING
SERVICE

PROOF IS IN THE WORK

SERVICES

& EXTERIOR CLEANING

4 EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION

4 HOT WASH & SOFT WASH

CALL US TODAY:

Call Linda 904-607-5062

4 ROOF CLEANING
4 POOL ENCLOSURES
6 DOCKS & WALKWAY

904-622-3000

www.powwashjax.com




Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

Health & Fitness

Dental insurance
from Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Com-
pany. Coverage for
400+ procedures.
Real dental insur-
ance - not just a
discount plan. Get
your free Informa-
tion Kit with details!
1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users!
Discover oxygen
therapy that moves
with you with Ino-
gen Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrators.
Free information
kit. 1-866-477-9045

ATTENTION MEDI-
CARE RECIPIENTS!
Open Enrollment
for Medicare health
plans is here! Call
our licensed insur-
ance agents for an
affordable quote for
your needed cover-
age. Make sure you
aren't overpaying!

Call for a no obli-
gation free quote
now!1-866-714-6165

Home Services

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage?
You need a local
expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage
cleanup: A small
amount of water can
cause major dam-
age to your home.
Our trusted profes-
sionals dry out wet
areas & repair to
protect your family
& your home value!
Call 24/7:1-888-872-
2809. Have zip code!

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator,
It's a power move.

Eliminate gutter
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com/careers to apply

Job Finder December:

Starling owns and operates several senior living communities throughout
Florida. We are hiring for a variety of positions. Visit www.StarlingLiving.

Maintenance Tech at Westminster Woods Julington Creek - Full-time.
Responsible for basic repair and maintenance, pressure washing, yard
maintenance. 1-3 years' experience and HS diploma. Email resume to
gchase@wservices.org.

cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase.10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower up-
datesinaslittle as
day! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime
warranty & pro-
fessional installs.
Senior & military
discounts avail-
able.1-877-543-9189

Become a published
author. We want to
read your book!
Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since
1920. Consultation,
production, promo-
tion & distribution,
Call for free author's
guide 1-877-729-

4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and ser-
vice. Now featur-
ing our free shower
package & $1600
off - limited time!
Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in
timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in
2019. Get free info
package & learn
how to get rid of
your timeshare!
Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most

local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Replace your roof
w/the best looking
& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3
styles & multiple
colors available.
Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50%
off install + Addi-
tional 10% off install
(military, health &
1st responders.)
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath

N

"~ _L Call today and receive a S%'xuopﬁ
~— FREE SHOWER PACKA&
PLUS $1600 OFF

3 SAFENYSTEP

WALK-IN TuUuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchasg. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Leaf@Filter

GUTT!
PROTECTION

2

Your Entire Purchase*

P Y

........

or shower in as little
as one day. For a
limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation
costs! (Additional
terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and
vary by dealer. 0f-
fer ends 12/29/24.)
Call 1-844-501-3208

Don't let the stairs
limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal
solution for anyone
who struggles on
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall

%

OFF

or wants to regain
access to their
entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins
take less than 60
seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your
family, your home,
your assets now
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp Amer-
ica's premier mo-
bile medical alert
system. Whether

@ CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

1-855-595-2102

- 10%

Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing
that fits your budget!*

il for details. A 0 344

you're home or
away. For safety &
peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

We buy houses for
cash as is! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy
three step process:
Call, get cash of-
fer & get paid. Get
your fair cash of-
fer today by calling
Liz Buys Houses:
1-844-877-5833

The Nullification Crisis of 1832 is
considered to be the greatest crisis
faced by our Republic prior to 1860
and a precursor of our Civil War.

The Tariff Act of 1828 was known
as the “Tariff of Abominations” and
with good reason. The Act was writ-
ten by future Vice-President John

C. Calhoun of South Carolina and
future President Martin Van Buren
of New York to be so reprehensible
that it would go down to defeat and
end tariffs for good. Shockingly, the
bill passed and was signed into law
by President John Quincy Adams.
The bill passed because people were
rabidly angry with England. Four-
teen years earlier, British soldiers had
captured Washington and sacked
and burned both the US Capitol
and the White House. (Dolley
Madison famously rescued a portrait
of George Washington as she fled
before the invaders.)

The tariff was unpopular every-
where, but especially in the agrarian
South. Factions in South Carolina

began to lobby for “nullification,”
declaring the act unconstitutional
and therefore null and void in the
state. The concept of nullification
had first been advanced by Thomas
Jefferson. In 1828, Andrew Jackson
was elected president. John C. Cal-
houn was his VP. Calhoun began to
lobby hard for repeal of the “Tariff
of Abominations.” Jackson liked
tariffs and he had as good a reason as
anyone to hate the British. Less than
a year after the sack of our Capi-
tol, “Old Hickory” had defeated a
British invasion of Louisiana at the
Battle of New Orleans. The invad-
ers were Napoleonic War veterans
who expected to annihilate the rag
tag army of volunteers and pirates
assembled by Jackson. Jackson and
his troops shocked the world.

In 1832, Andy Jackson signed the
Tariff Act of 1832 into law. The new
tariff was not as objectionable as the
Act of 1828, but still went too far
for Southerners who imported most
of their finished goods from Eng-

land. John C. Calhoun resigned the
vice presidency to return to South
Carolina, run for the Senate, and
fight the tariff. In November 1832,
Calhoun drafted an Ordinance of
Nullification declaring the tariff
acts void in South Carolina. The
Palmetto State began preparations
for a Civil War. They hoped other
southern states would join. They did
not.

Andrew Jackson responded by issu-
ing the Nullification Proclamation.
The proclamation was written by
Secretary of State Edward Livings-
ton. Livingston was a Princeton
graduate who has been called “the
first legal genius of modern times.”
The proclamation declared nul-
lification to be “incompatible with
the existence of the Union.” The
document went on to declare that
“Disunion by armed force is TREA-
SON.” South Carolina continued
plans to oppose the collection of tar-
iffs by armed force. Congress passed
the “Force Bill” giving Jackson the

The Nullification Crisis

power to use the army to collect the
tax.

At this point, with South Caro-
lina standing alone, cooler heads
prevailed. Senators Henry Clay of
Kentucky, Daniel Webster of New
Hampshire, and the aforementioned
John C Calhoun pushed through

a new tariff act that was less objec-
tionable to the South. For this and
other compromises that postponed
the Civil War, Henry Clay earned
the appellation “the Great Com-
promiser.” The South was not ready
to go to war over taxes in 1832.
Jackson never forgave Clay and
Calhoun for their part in the crisis.
He is purported to have said that he
only had two regrets: that he never
shot Henry Clay or hanged John C.
Calhoun.

Scott A. Grant is a local author
and historian. He writes sometimes
esoteric columns monthly for Ponte
Vedra NewsLine and welcomes your
comments at scottg@standfastic.
com.
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Briefs

Gene Nordan to entertain at Coastal Friends
luncheon

Coastal Friends has announced that Gene
Nordan will be entertaining the group at

a special holiday luncheon on Wednesday,
Dec. 4 at Marsh Landing Country Club,
25655 Marsh Landing Pkwy. from 11 a.m.
— 1:30 p.m. Nordan entertained patrons

in the piano bar for almost 15 years at Le
Chateau, a former Atlantic Beach oceanfront
bar and restaurant.

The holiday luncheon is open to members
and guests, as well as the community. There
will be a special holiday menu as well as a
Trivia game and prizes. The cost to attend is
$25. Space is limited, so reservations must be
made in advance by contacting the luncheon
chairman at bartshar@comcast.net as soon
as possible.

Established in 1998, Coastal Friends is

a social club comprised of women who
live in Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee,
Jacksonville and the surrounding area,
Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach, At-
lantic Beach and St. Augustine. Some of
the activities offered are ladies adventures
and outings, book club, Bunco, Canasta,
happy hour, lunch in, lunch out, Mah
Jongg, samba, stitch and chat and wine
socials. Luncheons are held on the first
Wednesday of every month, except for
July and August. New members are
welcome throughout the year. Contact
brookemeister@msn.com for more infor-
mation on how to join.

NE Florida Sisters in Crime to host holiday
game time

The final gathering of the year for the NE
Florida Sisters in Crime will be Dec. 14

at 1:15 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Library. Attendees are invited to join in
the holiday party as they play a Cold Case
Detective game to investigate the fictional
death of a victim found floating face down
in his backyard swimming pool. Prizes
will be awarded and book promo videos
will be created when attendees bring their

published books.

This meeting is in person only. Contact
floridasistersincrime@gmail.com for more
information. The group welcomes sisters and
misters, so feel free to bring your spouse, a
writing buddy, or a friend, whether or not
they want to be involved as a detective.

Pickleball tournament fundraiser to benefit
BiG North Florida

“BiG” Pickleball Tournament is a com-
munity event aimed at raising money to
support BiG North Florida (Brookwood

in Georgetown) and School (BridgeHaven
Academy) programs for adults and students
with disabilities.

“Both organizations serve individuals with
autism and other developmental disabilities.
One hundred percent of all money raised
goes directly back into the program,”

said Lynn Yeager, BridgeHaven Academy
executive director. “We believe every life
has a purpose and meaning, and we are all
interconnected.”

The event will be held on Dec. 7 at Veterans
Park, 1332 Veterans Parkway, in St. Johns.
Three rounds are guaranteed plus the day
will include player prize packs and tourna-
ment shirts. The fee is $75 and the event will
take place from 8 a.m. to 8 p.m. To register,
visit www.bignorthflorida.org/pickleball.

Food for Fines retums to St. Johns County
libraries

St. Johns County has announced that the
Food for Fines program has returned this
year to St. Johns County libraries and book-
mobiles. An opportunity to eliminate most
library fines, Food for Fines will run through
Saturday, Dec. 21. The food items collected
will be used to stock the St. Johns County
Health and Human Services Food Pantry,
providing food for St. Johns County families

in need.

A donation of one non-perishable, unex-
pired food item will remove $2 of fines from
a patrons library record. This fine-reduction
program applies only to overdue fines, and
patrons may bring in as many items as

CLOSETSePANTRIES*HOME OFFICEeLAUNDRY

www.tailoredcloset.com

REQUEST A FREE CONSULTATION

(904) 645-0885

needed to reduce overdue fines. Fees related
to damaged or lost items are not included in
the Food for Fines program. Any library user
is welcome to make donations, and food
may be dropped off at any of the St. Johns
County library branches or bookmobiles.

Last year, St. Johns County residents pro-
vided more than 4,300 non-perishable items
through the “Food for Fines” program. Visit

www.sjcpls.org for more information.

County's “Get Hooked" anti-litter initiative
wins top honors

St. Johns County’s innovative anti-litter
initiative, Get Hooked, received multiple
prestigious awards at the Savvy Awards
Ceremony, held at the 3CMA (City-County
Communications & Marketing Association)
Annual Conference in Arlington, Texas,
from Sept. 4 — 6, 2024. The initiative was
spearheaded by the Office of Public Affairs
and Public Works Department.

With more than 1,100 entries from lo-
cal governments across the nation in 38
categories, St. Johns County was honored
to receive the first-place Savvy Award in
the Go Green Communication Program
Efforts Division for the Get Hooked
initiative. Additionally, the campaign was
recognized with the prestigious Diamond
Award for the Communications and Mar-
keting Processes category, marking it as
one of the three top achievements honored

at 3CMA.

Launched in January 2024, the Get Hooked
initiative was developed in response to the
collection of more than 49 tons of roadside
debris by the county’s Road and Bridge Divi-
sion litter crews in 2022. The campaign aims
to educate and engage residents, raise aware-
ness, and provide actionable steps to combat
litter. Its slogan, “Get Hooked! We need all
hands on deck to keep SJC litter-free,” is
inspired by the county’s Solid Waste mascot,
Captain Reducio, a pirate hooked on keep-
ing his community green. The impact of
these efforts is evident: Road and Bridge lit-
ter crews collected only 16 tons of litter from

January to June 2024, a significant reduction
from the more than 32 tons collected during
the same period in 2023.

Light the World Giving Machines help those
inneed

Have you ever bought a chicken from a
vending machine? How about new bedding
for a child, a haircut, or a week of grocer-

ies for a family? Through Dec. 15, essential
items like these can be purchased from a
Light the World Giving Machine sponsored
by The Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day
Saints, at the St. Augustine Visitors Center
Plaza next to the parking garage. With prices
starting at $10, anyone can help those in
need in St. Augustine, Northern Florida and
around the world.

These popular red vending machines will
appear in 100 cities in the U.S. and in nine
countries worldwide, offering all who visita
fun, unique, and memorable way to perform
an instant act of kindness. Following their
time in St Augustine, they will travel to the
Altamonte Mall in Orlando to finish the
Christmas season.

“We are so excited to have the Giving
Machine in our area again,” said Michael S.
Lavoie, leader of the Church of Jesus Christ
of Latter-day Saints in St Augustine. “The
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-Day Saints
has a mission to relieve suffering and give
hope to individuals who need it. The Giving
Machine is a way for everyone to take part
in that mission, especially during the holiday

»
s€ason.

Local and regjonal charities in St. Augustine’s
machines are the Homeless Coalition of St.
Johns County, Sharing Putnam’s Bounty of
Putnam County, Kim’s Open Door of Duval
County, BASCA of Clay County, and Peace-
ful Paths of Alachua County. The two global
charities in the machines are Catholic Relief
Services and Lifting Hands International.

Visit www.instagram.com/givingmachine-
florida and www.facebook.com/GivingMa-

chineFlorida for information.
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Choose your Nutcracker

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

“The Nutcracker” is believed by many to
be a time-honored holiday tradition. In
Northeast Florida, the tradition continues
with five productions of the ballet this De-
cember. Since each performance is unique,
following is a guide highlighting the dates,
times and locations of each to help you
choose “your” Nutcracker.

Community Nutcracker

*  Dec. 13at7:30 p.m.
*  Dec. 14 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.

*  Florida Theatre

*  www.jaxnutcracker.org

Artistic Directors Dulce Anaya, Debra
Rankin and Mark Spivak continue this
holiday tradition which began in 1992.
Community Nutcracker is the only non-
profit, volunteer-run organization that
offers a portion of its proceeds to
local charitable agencies with each
performance — and has donated
more than $900,000 in the past 33
years. The performing company

is made up of local talent with
more than 200 dancers ranging
in age from nine to adult from
Northeast Florida audition-

ing and performing in the
production. In an effort to
promote the arts in schools,
Community Nutcracker also
offers matinee performances
for school groups as well as a
Community Service Night
(invitation only).

\

o

Christ Church Nutcracker
Ballet

*  Dec. 14 at 6 p.m.
o Lazzara Theater, UNF Fine Arts

Department
¢ www.missfeliciasdance.com
This year marks the 29th per-

formance of the Christ Church
Nutcracker Ballet, directed by
Felicia Rhoden of the Christ
Church Dance Ministry as well as
owner of Miss Felicia’s Dance. Nearly 300
performers, aged two to 90 years old, will

.
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take the stage and proceeds will benefit
children’s charities.

Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast
Nutcracker

Dec. 13 at 8 p.m.

Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Dec. 15at 2 p.m.

Jacksonville Center for the Performing

Arts

*  www.jaxsymphony.org/first-coast-
nutcracker/

Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast

Nutcracker has been a tradition in North

Florida for more than 50 years. Under the

direction of choreographer and artistic

director Rhonda Stampalia, the First Coast

Nutcracker showcases internationally

renowned principal dancers, the area’s finest

young dancers, and Tchaikovsky’s best-

loved melodies performed by the Jackson-

ville Symphony.

The Nutcracker 2024 by the
Florida Ballet

. Dec. 20 at 7:30 p.m.
Dec. 21 at 4:30 p.m.
. Dec. 22 at 2 p.m.
. Lazzara Theater, UNF
Fine Arts Center
*  floridaballet.org/thenu-
tcracker
The Florida Ballet's Nutcrack-
er features swirling snow-
flakes, waltzing flowers, and
' dancing bonbons. From the
captivating dance of the Sugar
Plum Fairy to the iconic snow
scene, this enchanting classical
ballet is set to the beloved music of
Tchaikovsky and features more than
100 local dancers.

on

St. Augustine Ballet Nutcracker

* Dec.20at7 p.m.

. Dec. 21 at 1:30 p.m.
- and 7 p.m.
. Dec. 22 at 2 p.m.

Lewis Auditorium at
Flagler College

*  www.saintaugustineballet.com

‘This year’s production of “The Nutcracker”
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marks the 16th annual performance by the
St. Augustine Ballet and features profession-
al ballet dancers as well as dance students
from St. Augustine and surrounding areas.
The St. Augustine Ballet, under the artistic
direction of Luis Abella, is a non-profit
organization with a mission to involve com-
munity members of all ages in meaningful
dance experiences.

Christmas FANTASTIQUE

stage for the holiday extravaganza.
Nutcracker! Magical Christmas Ballet

*  Dec.26at3 p.m.and 7 p.m.

*  Florida Theatre

*  www.nutcracker.com/tickets
Nutcracker! Magical Christmas Ballet is a
national touring production that features
an international cast and prop designers.
The production features larger-than-life

puppets, breath-taking acrobatics and
dazzling costumes. Dancing alongside the
full international professional cast are local
Jacksonville children from Alius Dance
School.

*  Dec.7at7 p.m.

* Dec. 8at7 p.m.

*  Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College

*  wwwzoikasdance.com

This original production by Zoika’s Dance
tells the classic holiday story of “The Nut-
cracker” through the language of dance,
featuring classical ballet, as well as tap, hip
hop, acro, and contemporary dance. Profes-
sional dancers join young, local dancers on

All of these performances are designed

to enchant, enthrall, and bring families
and community members together for
the holiday season. Which one is right for
you?

“Before moving here, I had to
weather several storms. I was
alone and I was afraid. But here,

I was not afraid. Feeling safe and

secure made all the difference
during the storm.”

Delores, Resident at
Westminster St. Augustine

DISCOVER A SECURE PLAN
FOR YOUR FUTURE AT
WESTMINSTER ST. AUGUSTINE

You'll love the maintenance-free lifestyle, ideal location
at World Golf Village and peace of mind of a secure
plan for the future. Our Life Plan Community offers:

« Formal and casual dining venues

« Resident privileges on world class King & Bear
and Slammer & Squire golf courses

« Exclusive MyWlLife program for whole-person
well-being

« A full continuum of supportive aging services,
should your needs change

« And more!

Call (904) 569-7871 today

to learn more!
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Home Sweet Resort.

Retire to luxury vacation-style living.

With the original Vicar's Landing at Sawgrass and now Vicar's Landing

at Oak Bridge, you have two incredible neighborhoods for luxury

retirement living. Both feature gorgeous homes, every amenity under

the sun, the most attentive staff you'll ever meet, and a plan for every stage of aging. Enjoy comfort, security, and
awarm, inviting community that truly feels like home. Whether you

choose Vicar's Landing at Sawgrass or Vicar's Landing at Oak Bridge,

o _

choose to wait.

Thanks to high demand, space at both neighborhoods is

limited. Call or email us today to take a tour.

R VICARS | VICARS
ety LANDING LANPIN%

904.285.6000 | VicarsLanding.com




