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Photo courtesy Julington Creek Prop Club

Julington Creek
Boat Parade of
ights signals
start of holiday
$eason

By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

The Julington Creek Boat Parade of
Lights will light up Julington Creek
on Saturday, Dec. 7 beginning at 7
p.m. The annual event, sponsored
by the Julington Creek Prop Club,
is celebrating its 36th year — and
Prop Club Commodore Bob Ponik
is extending an invitation for St.
Johns County and Mandarin neigh-
bors to come out and get in the
holiday spiri.

“Spectators can view the parade
from the Julington Creek Bridge
walkways,” Ponik said.

Established in 1988, this annual
event features an estimated 40 boats

Boat Parade cont. on pg.2
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Lights, music, Santa ...
the holidays are here!

By Emily Lisska

mail@floridanewsline.com

The fifth annual Mandarin Community
Tree Lighting on Friday, Dec. 6 at the
Mandarin Community Club features a
soaring live tree, Santa and his helpers,
and the popular area musicians Smooth
Vibes. A new pavilion added to club
grounds this year provides a place for
families to enjoy an early evening snack
or meal from a handful of area food
trucks and vendors.

Jacksonville Jaguars® first Hall of Fame
inductee Tony Boselli will throw the
switch at 6:30 p.m. to light Mandarin’s
20 foot tall Fraser fir. The tree is believed
to be the tallest live-cut outdoor Christ-
mas tree in Jacksonville.

Prior to the tree lighting, visits with Santa
and his special elves will take place inside
the historic Mandarin Community Club,
where parents have the opportunity to
take photographs. Nearby, children can

create a letter or “request” to Santa.

The 101-year-old Mandarin Commu-
nity Club originated the Christmas tree

Photo courtesy Olis Garber with Olis Garber Photography.

Mandarin Community Club board member Susie Scott stands beside Mayor Donna Deegan, and Councilman Michael
Boylan as the mayor through the switch to light Mandarin's Community Christmas Tree.

lighting at its historic property at the
corner of Mandarin and Brady roads
during the Covid pandemic. The idea
was suggested by its youngest board
member at the time, Brett Nolan. In

the event’s first year in 2020, attendees
pulled up and sat in their vehicles, much

like a drive-in theater of decades past.

Now, five years later, the tree lighting
hosts hundreds on the grounds, and
many consider the event a kick off to

the holidays.
Tree lighting cont. on pg. 10

Mandarin Museum to host its annual Winter Celebration

Photo courtesy Olis Garber

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin Museum will host its 2024
Winter Celebration presented by TC
Federal Bank on Saturday, Dec. 7, 2024
from 11 a.m. — 4 p.m. throughout the
museum and Walter Jones Historical
Park, located at 11964 Mandarin Road.
Admission is free.

“We are excited to host this beloved
community event,” said Brittany Cohill,
executive director at Mandarin Mu-
seum. “Each year we hear from families
that annual attendance is part of their
holiday tradition.”

Winter Celebration cont. on pg.10
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Personalized financial
advice to help achieve

Chris Thompson
CFP ©, CMFA ©, CRPC ©

Certified Financial Planner
Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retir t Planning Cc

904.380.2290

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

your goals

Ameriprise ﬁ

Financial

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Managing Director — Private Wealth Advisor

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA

General and Family Dentistry

BRIAN E.
FLORO

D.M.D. P.A.

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.
1705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 « Jacksonville, FL 32223
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Exams and Cleanings ¢ Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions ¢« Root Canals * Crowns and Bridges
Veneers and Teeth Whitening ¢ Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

New Patient Special

°99

Exam, Digital X-Rays
This offer is exclusive to self-pay
patients and may not be used with any
insurance program.
Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/2024

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San lose Blvd. « 268-0830

Whitening for Life!

°99

Contact the office for details.
Must present coupon. Expires 12/31/2024

Brian E. Floro DMD PA

11705 San Jose Blvd. * 268-0830 Brian E. Floro DMD

(904)268-0830 - www.florodental.com

DR CRAIG HADGIS
ORTHODONTIST

TWO
STATE-OF-THE-ART
LOCATIONS

ST JOHNS

ST AUGUSTINE

COLORS

Free Initial Visit

904.79.SMILE (797.6453)
www.DrCraigOrtho.com

Dr. Craig Hadgis
Board Certified Orthodontist

Voted Best
Orthodontist
St Augustine

and

St Johms

AWARDS

WINNER

Briefs

Italian heritage scholarship
opportunities available

The Order of the Sons of Italy in
America (OSIDA) promotes, enhances,
and encourages the study of Italian heri-
tage and culture. The local chapter offers
two scholarships to high school seniors
of Iralian descent who display academic
excellence and leadership abilities.
Applications are available for students
from public and private high schools in
Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, and Nassau

counties.

For an ofhicial scholarship application,
send your request to Lucy Cortese
atlcortese@att.net. Note that completed
applications and supporting materi-

als are due by March 14, 2025. Award
decisions will be announced by April 4.
Recipients will be honored at a recogni-
tion dinner on April 25.

Mandarin Women's Club celebrates the
season

will be on the third Thursday of the
month, Dec. 19 at the Ramada Inn in
Mandarin, 3130 Hartley Road. The lun-
cheon will feature festive holiday items
donated by club members and available
to win with the purchase of tickets. The
tickets will be sold at the luncheon and
will cost $10 for a strip of 25 tickets.
Attendees will have a chance to win
homemade goodies, wine, holiday
decorations, jewelry, scarves, and many
other items.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required.

The luncheon cost is $25 and your
check must be received by Monday,
Dec. 9. To make reservations and obtain
payment instructions, members should
contact Barbara Metallo. Visit www.
mandarinwomensclub.com for more

Briefs cont. on pg.7

The ladies of the Mandarin Women’s
Club will start off the holiday season
with a tour of homes in Fernandina
on Dec. 6, followed by two special

dining experiences on Dec. 13 and
Dec. 14 at HarborChase.

Due to Christmas, the December

members-only Holiday Luncheon

Photo courtesy Gail Packard

Boat Parade cont. from pg. 1

of all shapes, sizes, and themes, all
decked out in their holiday finery. The
parade route begins at the Julington
Creek Marina, goes underneath the Jul-
ington Creek Bridge and motors around
Bulls Bay (where Julington Creek
empties into the St. Johns River), then
returns under the bridge and continues
down Durbin Creek.

According to Ponik, the best deco-
rated boat gets a $300 cash prize, while
second place gets $200 and third place,
$100. All boaters participating also
receive a Captain’s Gift Bag. Prizes are
also awarded for “Best Dock” along the
parade route.

There is a great deal of planning and or-

Homeowners with docks
located on the parade
route also join in the fun
as decorated docks can
vie for a variety of prizes.

Tradition holds that the
boaters judge the docks.

“The people along the
shores of the creek put

on quite a show for us

every year,” Ponik said. “We have people
shooting fireworks, parties with live
bands, and bonfires. Some have as many
as 100 people waving and shouting
‘Happy Holidays!” The people on shore

have as much fun as the boaters.”

WATCH YOUR INSURANCE
DEDUCTIBLE DISAPPEAR.

Insure your auto through AAA and reduce your deductible by S50,
up to $500, for each policy term you are claim free with our

DISAPPEARING DEDUCTIBLE.

Contact me for a free quote.

Ask for a Licensed Insurance Agent
10991 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville FL 32223

EXPECT
) SOMETHING
MORE™

(In Walmart) 904-437-5755

Optional coverage is available for additional cost. Subject to €ligibility requirements. Coverage.is subject to.all policy terms; conditions, exclusions and limitations: Insurance underwritten by-one of the

following companies: Auto-Club Insurance

MemberSelect Insurance Company, Auto-Club Group Insurance. Company, At

Jlub. Property-Casualty Insurance

uto Club South

Insurance-Company,Auto Club-Insurance Company of Florida, .or non-affiliated insurance companies: ©2018 The Auto Club Greup. Al rights reserved. 18-1A-2202D FL LC 9/18

Photo courtesy Julington Creek Prop Club

ganizational prep work done in advance
of this event. The Prop Club starts in
October each year contacting boaters,
area merchants, and residents, gather-
ing donations for the event. Some of
the boats participating in the parade are
Prop Club members and others come
from all over the area. Boats range in
size from 17 to 40 feet in length.

“Annual dues from Prop Club mem-
bers provide some of the funds for the
Julington Creek Boat Parade of Lights,
but we depend on and appreciate many
local businesses” and waterfront own-
ers contributions as well,” Ponik said.
“Without their help we would not have
this event.”

The Julington Creek Prop Club is a
social organization of past, present, and
future boaters that meets on the second
Saturday of each month at 6 p.m. at the
Julington Creek Marina dock; all inter-
ested boaters are invited to join for boat-
ing information and fun at the creek.
Email commodore@jcpropclub.com for
more information.
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MYSTERY PHOTO

Breed:
German shepherd

Favorite Activities:

Wresting with her sister, playing ball, rounding
up her farm animal friends and digging in the
sand at the beach.

Favorite Foods:

She is willing to try anything and everything.

Favorite Friends:
Her sister Candace, an Anatolian shepherd.

How Did Your BFF Get Her Name?

We adopted her from the shelter last fall and
took her camping. The Embers from the camp
fire sparked her name.

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Best Furry Friend
of the month

) # A

Merry Christmas
and Happy Holidays
from your friends at
Mandarin NewsLine

Vbl of Contrtt~

4 What's Happening in Mandarin
6 Greenland Pines clubs

9 Gardening

11 Choose Your Nutcracker!

12 Travel
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Can you guess where
this is?

CRYPTO FON

B C 2 % &L w

Solve the code to discover words related to Christmas.

A.jolly B. holiday C. December D. presents

Submit your answer to:

mail@FloridaNewsLine.

com.

Last month's
Mystery Photo

was Julington Creek
Animal Walk on San
Jose Boulevard.
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Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear hetter

Introducing Oticon INTENT™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon INTENT™ helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for
better speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

You're invited to try Oticon INTENT™R/SK FREE
STAVERMAN

HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

Call 904-262-5550 Today!

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing
12276 San Jose Bivd. , Suite #710

& chick-a-
dee-dee!

AR

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville

. Chohat Fin!

Give the Gift of Bird Feeding

¢

'20% OFF

)

cheer- |
cheer-
cheer! |
I One Regularly
I Priced Item
! Valid in-store the participating
) AR stores listed. Coupon not
Pfhrj & : valid for Seed/Bird Food, Camera
CnicK -

|

|

ooree! Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards, |

’ DSC Memberships, or Sale Items. |
Cannot be combined with

other coupons/discounts. |

|

Offer expires 12/31/24
N ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER /

Jax Beach

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
whbu.com/staugustine
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December:

Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m.
(beginning Dec. 3) at Tommy Hazouri Park (for-
merly Mandarin Park). The courts are at the park
entrance next to the tennis courts. Try to get
there a few minutes early for court assignments.
Beginners are welcome. Just show up (a few
minutes before playing time), unless it rains.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every Satur-
day, except on holiday weekends, at 8:30 a.m. at
Baha'i Community Center, 5034 Greenland Road.
Guests are welcome. The meetings can also be
attended online at https://toastofjax.toastmas-
tersclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the second
and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m.in
the Kids' Building of Trinity Mandarin, located

at 2955 Orange Picker Road. This jam is open to
everyone and all levels of ability are welcome.
Come to play with the group or just sit back and
enjoy the music. For more information, contact
Burt Coulliette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit
Company, 1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit
the group's Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or
email playinghookie2022@gmail.com for more
information.

MomCo (formerly known as MOPS), a fun and
safe place to connect with other moms, share
breakfast, and hear from guest speakers on
various topics, will meet every other Tuesday
from 9:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. on the Mandarin

Presbyterian Church /Loretto Road Campus with
childcare provided. Space is limited; visit man-
darinpres.com/momco to register. Email MOPS@
mandarinpres.com for more information.

3rd: Craft and Chat — Winter Series will
be held at the Mandarin Branch Library

in the Magazine Galley on Tuesday, Dec. 3 from

5 p.m. - 6 p.m. Visit jaxpubliclibrary.org for more

information.

3rd: Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet on
Tuesday, Dec. 3 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin
Presbyterian Church on the Mandarin Road
Campus in the Woody Room (left-side far door)
at 11844 Mandarin Road for a Holiday Party. Bring
$20 for the catered meal. New members/guests
welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for more

information.
7[h: Winter Celebration at Mandarin Muse-
um and Walter Jones Historical Park will
be held on Saturday, Dec. 7 from 11a.m. - 4 p.m.
The community is invited to this annual event
featuring photos with Santa and Mrs. Claus,
pony rides, games and crafts and live entertain-
ment. Admission is free. Visit www.mandarin-
museum.org/events/winter-celebration or call
(904) 268-0784 for more information.

8th: Mandarin Parkinson's Support

Group meets at Church of Eleven 22,
4911 Losco Road, on the second Sunday of each
month (this month, Dec. 8) from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Contact group leader Katheryn Donaldson at
serving4_him@yahoo.com or (904) 710-1449 for
more information.

Prudential Financial Planning

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner

CA Insurance License #0E93910

844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com

Comprehensive Financial Planning

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.

1008115-00005-00

(# Prudential

[cEr]

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

05404

Florida's Number 1

Youth Soccer Program
Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

] 2th: As the Page Turns Book Club meets
on Thursday, Dec. 12 from 1 p.m. - 2
p.m. at the Mandarin Branch Library. This book
club is for readers who are looking for some-
thing new to read. Registration is required; visit

jaxpubliclibrary.org.
] 4th: The Southern Genealogist's
Exchange Society will meet from
12:30 p.m. to 2 p.m. on Dec. 14 at Mandarin
Branch Library, 3330 Kori Road. The program
will be the second annual SGES Social with
Antique RoadShow, which features a show and
tell by members who bring an heirloom, photo
or scrapbook to share. Email Sgesjax@att.net
to reserve a space. Visit www.sgesjax.org to
register for the meeting or call (904) 778-1000 for
more information.

] 4th: Grace & Recovery Foundation will
host 12 steps of recovery, prayer,
meditation, and fellowship for individuals and
family members affected by addiction on Dec.
14 at San Juan del Rio Catholic church, 1718 State
Road 13 in St. Johns. Visit www.graceandrecov-
ery.org for more information and to register.
] 4th: Second Saturday Arts and Farm-
ers Market at First Christian Church,

11924 San Jose Blvd. on Dec. 14 from 9 a.m. - 1
p.m. Visit www.facebook.com/SecondSatMar-

ket/ for more information.

] 6th: The All Star Quilters Guild will
meet at 9:30 a.m. for socializing

prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, Dec. 16

at First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.

ngiinjMandarin

The program will be a TREEmendous Holiday
celebration. Guests are welcome. Visit www.
allstarquilters.org for more information.

] 8th; Read to Sammy the Golden Retriever

Therapy Dog on Wednesday, Dec. 18
from 2:30 p.m. - 3:30 p.m. at the South Mandarin
Branch Library. Drop in and give your child an op-
portunity to practice their reading skills one-on-one
with a trained therapy dog. Read to Sammy on this
same day from 4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. at the Manda-
rin Branch Library on Kori Road. Call (904) 255-2665
for more information.

lgth: Mandarin Women's Club's Holiday
luncheon for members only will be

held on Dec. 19 beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the
Ramada Inn in Mandarin. The luncheon cost is
$25 and must be received by Monday, Dec. 9. To
make reservations and obtain payment instruc-
tions, contact Barbara at (904) 612-6494 or email
her at barbarametallo@outlook.com, Visit www.
mandarinwomensclub.com for more information
on events, photos, and membership forms.
Zoth: The Italian American Club of
Jacksonville will hold its popular
Spaghetti to Go on Friday, Dec. 20 from 5 p.m.
until the spaghetti is gone at the club building,
2838 Westberry Road. Take out only; cash, credit
and debit cards are accepted. Dinners cost $13
and there are small charges for extra meatballs,

cannolis and pizza rolls. No phone orders. Call
(904) 586-2700 for more information.

STARLING STARLING

ASSISTED LIVING

and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4199
ALF#13109

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700
ALF#12887

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you're sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

STARLING STARLING

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

904-834-4511

WELLNESS « ENGAGEMENT « CULINARY « SERVICE

Call today to learn about current specials!




with Jacksonville City Council Member
Michael Boylan, District 6

Q: What is the latest information you
have to share [as of interview date of
Nov. 19] regarding the Orange Picker
Road / dog park project?

A: The rerouting of Orange Picker
Road is completed now. Most recently,
I've been working with the Parks and
Recreation Department to lay out the
proposed small and large dog parks.
The plan is for the grassy treed area
next to the parking lot along Orange
Picker Road to become the new play-
ground area. The dog park will be off
Brady Road, behind the tennis courts
in the former playground area. There
will be two defined areas here for the
dog parks, one for small dogs and one
for large dogs — so that the smaller
dogs can have their own separate space.

Q: Will parking change or be im-
pacted?

A: We will see some more parking
spaces, as we are trying to get cars (ex-
cept handicap spaces) off Brady Road.
We plan to take advantage of increased
parking spaces now available on the
south and north ends of the park. We
will be hosting a Town Hall meeting in

late November for public feedback.
Q: What is happening with the

sidewalk extension along Mandarin
Road?

A: A letter was sent from JTA to all
affected neighbors along Mandarin
Road in late October. It’s important to
note that the survey company working
now is merely cataloging trees. It is a
high priority of everyone to preserve

as many as possible to preserve the
beauty of the area. Once this has been
completed, we will have a Town Hall
meeting at the Mandarin Community
Club, likely after the first of next year,
to share our findings.

Q: Do you have anything else to
share with District 62

A: First, the yard waste issue is finally
settling down and we seem to be on a
case-by-case basis at this point. I'd like
to commend Waste Pro for being so
attentive and the City of Jacksonville
for sending one of its claw trucks to
Mandarin to assist with pickup. In
hindsight, the city would have prob-
ably been wise to contract with an
outside vendor from the outset.

Secondly, I was happy to attend a
couple of events on Sunday, Nov. 17.

I was honored to present to the pastor
and congregation of Mandarin United
Methodist Church a resolution ap-
proved by the City Council recognizing
the 150th anniversary of the church. I
also participated in the unveiling of the
Harriet Beecher Stowe statue at Walter
Jones Historical Park. Sculpted by
Brenda Councill, this life-sized bronze
statue is interactive in that you can sit
next to the statue and view her teach-
ing writing to two young boys who
likely worked on her farm.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Community members can email
me at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904)
255-5200.

V@9 . € 4P . E®® E» T

Call or email today!

Advertise in the next issue
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PARISH BINGO
Buugo Tight at 5. Jseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50’S & DOOR PRIZES

ST JOSEPH CATHOLIC
CHURCH FUNDRAISER

CHRISTMAS
TREES

We have hundreds of trees
of ] izes
CA ¢ POINSETTIAS TOO!

10AM DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM

Come see us at the corner of .
Old St Augustine & Hood Landing 4152 Loretto Road, Jacksonville, FL 32223
(At the Comer of Old St. Augustine & Loretto Road)

PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING & SECURITY ON PREMISES. GREAT FOOD, DRINKS & SNACKS.
NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAWS.

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT VATERLIZZI®GMAIL.COM OR 904-742-8777

JAN 18TH

Buy a $50 Gift Card
and get a

%15
. Gift Card for FREE! !

Serving Maryland inspired dishes in Jacksonville since 1996!

Come see for yourself what makes us the premier Crabhouse in N.E. Florida
On Julington Creek Road - Off San Jose Blvd

FULL BAR « HEATED PATIO « PRIVATE DINING ROOM
RESERVATIONS < ONLINE ORDERING « WEEKLY SPECIALS

Call or visit us online today!
www.BlueCrabCrabhouse.com (904) 260-2722

Happy holidays,

neighbors.

Jim Register, Agent

12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Bus: 904-268-5522

| wish all my neighbors a safe and happy holiday
season and the very bestin the New Year. It's a true

joy to be part of such a wonderful community.
Fax: 904-262-7999
www.jimregister.com

Like a good neighbor,
State Farm is there.e

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

o» StateFarm

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.

Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer
.*n Pediatric Dentistry
’ﬁ‘ Family Dentistry
@ Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q AdultDentistry: (904) 886-4867

We Welcome New Patients
& www.nemetzdental.com
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Annual wreath laying ceremony honors veterans

The Mandarin
Community
Club held its
annual wreath
laying ceremo-
ny in honor of
Veterans Day
on Sunday,
Nov. 10. Par-
ticipants this
year included
the American

Heritage Girls
Florida Troop
1512 and the color guard from the
Florida Chapter of the Sons of Ameri-
can Revolution. Held in the Billard
Park every year since 2007, this event is
geared towards honoring veterans and

Photo courtesy Kelley Swain

active service men and women alike.
Pictured are the Sons of the Ameri-
can Revolution color guard and
Mandarin Community Club board
member Emily Lisska.

—

=
RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care
following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request
the best. During your stay, our top priorities are to help you
regain your best quality of life, maximize your independence,
and connect you back to your best health.

e Spacious therapy center

* Individualized treatment plans
e Specialized therapists

e Available 7 days a week

* Green, lush campus

Scan code to visit RiverGarden.org
or call us at 904.886.8420.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Photo courtesy Charles Schoonmaker

Greenland Pines Elementary Unity Club Relay Race, October 2024

Exciting new clubs at Greenland Pines Elementary

By Janine Santangelo

mail@floridanewsline.com

Greenland Pines Elementary has an-
nounced the launch of several new clubs
designed to enrich the student experi-
ence and foster a sense of community
and learning.

Lego Club: Building Future Innovators
The Lego Club, through First Lego
League, is divided into two teams: the
Lego Explore Club for second and third
graders, and the Lego Challenge Club
for fourth and fifth graders. Students
develop STEM and critical thinking
skills through hands-on learning, coding
robots and creating projects with Lego
parts. The Lego Challenge Club is cur-
rently working on an innovative project
to address ocean-related problems and
designing a robot for missions.

Girls on the Run: Empowering Young
Girls

Girls on the Run is an evidence-based
program that inspires girls in grades
three through five to recognize their
inner strength, increase their physi-

cal activity, and learn to stand up for
themselves and others. At the end of
the season, the team will complete a 5K
together.

Chess Club: Building Strategic Minds
The Chess Club is offered to third and
fifth graders. Meeting twice a month be-
fore school, students play against other
chess enthusiasts, promoting unity,
building friendships, and learning about
sportsmanship.

Top Cats: Developing Student Leaders
The Top Cats program is for fourth
grade students recommended by their

third grade teachers. Top Cats assist
teachers and staff in the morning before
school, helping with tasks such as walk-
ing younger students to class, stuffing
Tuesday Folders, and sharpening pencils.
Top Cats must maintain an "A" in con-
duct and continue to be role models for
other students.

Safety Patrol Club: Leading with Re-
sponsibility

The Safety Patrol Club provides students
with valuable leadership opportunities
while supporting the school community.
Safety Patrol members ensure the safety
of students during arrival and dismissal
times, assist with traffic control, and
promote a safe school environment.

Spanish and American Sign Language
Clubs: Language Learning Fun

Now in their second year, the Spanish
and American Sign Language (ASL)
clubs were formed through a partner-
ship with Mandarin High School. These
clubs are led by Spanish and ASL high
school honor students, along with a
teacher sponsor.

Unified Sports Club: Inclusive Fun for All
As a Special Olympics Unified School,
Greenland Pines brings together stu-
dents with and without disabilities for
sports, games, and school events. Peer
buddy partners are formed within the
group to create a supportive atmosphere
for students of all ages and abilities. The
club meets every Thursday from 3:10
p.m. — 4:10 p.m., engaging in activities
ranging from 4-square to flag football.

Janine Santangelo is the School Advisory
Council (SAC) chair for Greenland Pines
Elementary.

Loretto Elementary honors veterans

Loretto Elementary School faculty, staff
and students gathered to pay tribute to
veterans in their lives during Loretto Ele-
mentary School's second annual Veterans
Day Flag Raising Ceremony. Honorees
included family members from across
generations, such as parents, grandpar-
ents, siblings, aunts, uncles and faculty,
many who are currently serving or have
served in the military. The event featured
a small breakfast reception, flag raising
ceremony and a walk down the "Hallway
of Heroes," which provided a tangible, vi-
sual reminder of the service and sacrifice
made by veterans in the community. It
was a memorable day of appreciation and
pride for the school community.

Photo courtesy Stacy L. Bradley
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Gl Vaaclard

By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

When Gail Packard was grow-

ing up in Cincinnati, Ohio

and attending an all-gitls

Catholic high school, she

thought she might want to
become a nun. Or perhaps

a flight attendant. “I love

people,” she said. In the early
1960s, she and her girlfriends

saw the movie “Where the

Boys Are” and all decided they
wanted to move to Florida ... but
she was the only one who did. At
the young age of 21 she attended a
“land party” and ended up pur-
chasing a piece of land in Cape
Coral, Florida. She moved down
there at the age of 22 and the rest
is history. She moved to Miami,
held a number of interesting jobs
(including with Eastern Airlines),
earned her associate’s degree at age
48, and lived through Hurricane
Andrew before retiring and moving
north to Mandarin in 2008. She is
an active member and the Publicity
Chair for the Mandarin Women’s
Club. She has two adult children
and three granddaughters.

Q: What was it like moving to
Florida at the age of 22?

A: After I bought the land in Cape
Coral, I ended up working for the
land company that sold it to me,
Gulf American Land Corpora-
tion, for about a year and a half. [
realized there wasn’t much for me,
a single woman, in Cape Coral, as

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Gail Packard

Gail Packard

most of the people moving there
were families. So, I moved to Miami
Beach and got my real estate license.
I spent a couple of years selling land
in the Bahamas (although I lived in
Miami Beach).

Q: How did you end up at Eastern
Airlines?

A: After selling real estate for a
few years, I learned that you didn’t
have to be a flight attendant to

get flight privileges. I worked for
Eastern Airlines for 23 years, until
they closed. I spent 19 of the years
in human resources, coordinat-
ing the hiring of pilots and flight
attendants, then worked four
years in reservations. By then I
was married and had two young
children, who were nine and 11
years old when Hurricane Andrew
hit. We survived the north eyewall
and it seems strange to say, but the
camaraderie from this experience
was unbelievable. We met neigh-
bors we had never known. Our
house was damaged, but we never
lost our roof so we could continue
living there. It was a long recovery
process.
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By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Q: What did you do after Eastern

Airlines shut down?

A: [ learned of a group of business-
men who were helping to provide
education to laid off employees. I
earned my associate’s degree and
walked in the graduation ceremony
at age 48 next to the 20-year-olds. I
then went to work as an office man-
ager for a financial corporation and
stayed there for 17 years, until my
children were both out of college.

I retired, ended my marriage on a
happy note, and reconnected with a
girlfriend who lived in Jacksonville.
So I moved here in 2008 and I love
it. Everyone is so friendly.

Q: How did you get involved with
the Mandarin Women’s Club?

A: [ wanted to get involved and
meet people. First, I joined the
Temple Sisterhood and became
certified as a braille transcriber. It
was one of the hardest things I've
ever done, but so rewarding. Then
in 2014 a neighbor invited me to

a Mandarin Women’s Club lun-
cheon. The group’s motto is “Where
Strangers Become Friends” and
that’s true. We have a great group
of all ages with so many activities
to enjoy. We especially enjoy eat-
ing! We have a monthly meeting
with either a motivational speaker,
or Bingo, or a fashion show, from
September through May. We are up
to 208 members this year.

Q: What do you like to do in your
spare time?

A: I love to travel and have been on
18 cruises. I go to the gun range;
I’'m a pretty good shot! I also like
playing cards and Mexican Train.

Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com
to learn more about the Mandarin

Women’s Club.

Briefs cont. from pg. 2
information on events, photos, and
membership forms.

Some members of the Mandarin
Women’s Club enjoyed playing Mexican
Train at their recent Game Day.

Church reappoints pastor

Philip R. Cousin AME Church of
Mandarin, Inc. has announced the

10th appointment of Rev. Roger L. D.
Williams, as its pastor. Bishop Marvin
C. Zanders II made the appointment

at the 149th Session of the East Annual
Conference held at the World Golf Vil-
lage Conference Center Oct. 29 to Now.
1, 2024.

Rev. Williams plans to continue part-
nerships and fellowship with Mandarin
pastors, community leaders, and not for
profits, such as Mandarin Museum, and
United Community Outreach Ministry
Food Pantry, and is secking to expand
the church’s mission to minister to the
social, spiritual, and physical develop-
ment of all people in the Mandarin
community.

Rev. Williams will be celebrating 24
years of pastoral leadership in Decem-
ber. He served AME congregations
including New Fountain Chapel AME
Church on the Jacksonville Eastside,
Greggs Temple AME Church on the
Northside, and Mount Zion AME
Church in Hastings. Philip R. Cousin
AME Church, originally known as
Mount Zion AME Church, is one of
the oldest African American churches
in the city and has served the people
of Mandarin for more than 138

years. The church was established

on Nov. 13, 1886, and was renamed
Philip R. Cousin AME Church at the
11th Episcopal District of the AME
Church’s Annual Conference in Octo-

ber 1990.

Rev. Williams will celebrate 39 years
of marriage to Elvia S. Williams in
December. They are the parents of two
sons, Joseph Williams an Army Veteran
living in Arizona, and Steven Williams
of Jacksonville.

Call 904.807.87
today or scan

Appointments

* Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
* Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
* Dr. Annie Vu, DMD

* Dr. Peter Farag, DMD

* Dr. Swati Gupta, DMD

* Dr. Kevin Vera, DDS

JaCKksonville, FL. 32223
904:786,9200'

Includes Comprehensive Exam,
Full Moouth & Panoramic X-Rays

+Cash patients. (D0150, D0220, D1110) No gum disease.

Dr. Yianne Krtizas, Oral Surgery

Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics

Dr. Haider Alramli, Periodontist

Self Pay Only. Excludes Most Wisdom Teeth.

Not Valid with other offers.

Includes Free Blanching Trays &
Whitening Gell with Finished Treatment

with 3D X-RAY - $500 Value!

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D Cone
Beam Scan, for implant supported denture, single tooth/bridge.
To determine implant fee starting at $1500.

Jacksonville, F1.:32205°

904:786.5850°

Your smile and investment
deserve a second opinion.

*Ask about All-On-X Dental Implants

7855 Argyle Forest Blvd. = Suite 104

Jacksonville, 132223

904.:786.:9200' JR Dental




Page 8 | Mandariy@ ve December 2024

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS

. Central processing unit
Taxi

. Body part

. Papal court

Young women making their
public debuts

12. Metal shackles

13. Joseph’s wife

14. Licensed professional
16. Partner to cheese

17. Mild fruits

I N

—_
4

29. Touches softly

30. Mock

31. Red-brown Pacific sea bream

32. Summer entertainment option

39. Protective crust

41. Cool!

42. Behave in a way that belittles

43. Denial

44. A place to sleep

45. Electronic counter-
countermeasures

CLUES DOWN
1. Of cadmium 27. A type of horse
2. Deliver a sermon 28. Possesses
3. Inner regions of a shadow 29. Split pulses
4. Aggressive dog 31. Small amount

5. Smells 32. Flat-bottomed riverboat

6. Twofold 33. Not good

8. Former OSS 34. Atomic #31

9. Computer language 35. Assist in committing a crime

11. Indian groom
14. Automobile

36.
37.

Chauvinists
Get away

HIIUWONCKUWTAIrFrTEMP>PULME
<HFZQOQUFC<VWVLIMZT<IIX
MAOUWSHZAWFCMUANINOUWXRO
AHATMAIHHAVWIOAHWO>IAF
CUUTMroxomomzZInor»<au
ZAMAIMOHMUAC<SHDUSNAWNDO
MANKE<A<XZINIKUWTIOIZ=E A
<SPMIKMEVNAUSHICPCILBRD
UCEVNOCZOHMH>PMXNZO0OZ20ND
ZVNHITXOOWrHZOMMP»PEIZH
TOmMOrFRXHPHWCHAMOUOUSHLLNF
AIROHKXZPH-SUVWHIINZOH-O

CHRISTMAS WORD

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

15. Hairstyl .
19. File format 46. Intestinal pouches 18. Ata(g;iz ;76 38 Sg:;ift?cﬁzzgja::o speaks
20. Province ot: Indonesia 48. SE Asia family of languages 19. Guy (slang) 39. Civil rights college organization
2L Belov.ed grilled foods 49. Sound 20. Ladies’ undergarments 40. Combustible dark rocks
25. Bar bill 50. S‘?leCt . . . 22. Furniture with open shelves  44. Grocery container
26. Don’t know when yet 51. Give the impression of dishon 23. Back-arc basin 47. Central nervous system
27. Whale ship captain 52. Witness 2 4: Partner to flow ’
SEABGH @***E@%&Oo%?%ox L+t AC LA, N AR R3S
ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTOUOVWXYZ
H N E L T J S S
o M R Y K V L Y
I E E L R I C G B C 82w P o ~ *x F
N U M A w E H F Solve the code to discover words related to Christmas.
Each b ds to a letter.
o c c A L R A N ach num e(rHCizl;:?ZF;OTEW) s to a letter.
J Y N E N W J D
W V) B H H R A N
G R P B I S (o] L A. 15 22 5 5 8
A R E R K M 0 IJ Clue: Happy
K E E A J A o A
Y D E Vv T A G K
E V Yy 3 E H 3 3 B. 23 22 5 20 9 12 8
D T U B Vv U L J Clue: Special occasion
D T L R E E N W
(o H E J S K E S
E S T N A S 31 A C. 9 16 11 16 18 7 16 26
A s I A o K C L Clue: Twelfth month
W T D P R R U K
E S E N T s F R D. 1 26 16 24 16 19 3 24
Clue: Gifts

Deadline 12/17/24

Heath & Wellness Guide

Coming in our January issue!

If your business is in the health / wellness / fitness industry don't be left out!

Call Linda Gay today! (904) 607-5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

Community
Marketplace

Call (904) 886-4919
for advertising rates

MONTHLY SPECIALS!

Professional Tree Services
-Tree Removal
-Tree Trimming
-Stump Grinding
-Bush Hogging Services
Serving Jacksonville Florida Since 1990

Call today! 904-379-5843 Office

www.showmetreeservice.com Licensed & Insured

We offer Fictitiou

*Driveways -Walkways
-Pavers
-Patios

SNIP’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 30 Years Exp.
FL-5456A - LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

*Concrete Removal
+Driveway Extension

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of

the homeowner since 2002

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

St¥Johns[Co"
(ConcretelServicelLLCS

* Reliable 2 Quality,Commercial ¥ Residential
Specializingin
IDrivewaysPatiosCSidewalks)

LICENSED YBONDED ~FULLY{INSURED

FREE/ESTIMATES

e Advertisement Call for more info! (904) 886-4919




Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

Health & Fitness

Dental insurance
from Physicians
Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage
for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental
insurance - not just
a discount plan. Get
your free Informa-
tion Kit with details!
1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users!
Discover oxygen
therapy that moves
with you with Ino-
gen Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrators.
Free information
kit. 1-866-477-9045

ATTENTION MEDI-
CARE RECIPIENTS!
Open Enrollment
for Medicare health
plans is here! Call
our licensed insur-
ance agents for an
affordable quote for
your needed cover-

age. Make sure you
aren't overpaying!
Call for a no obli-
gation free quote
now! 1-866-714-6165

Home Services

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage?
You need a local
expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage
cleanup: A small
amount of water can
cause major dam-
age to your home.
Our trusted profes-
sionals dry out wet
areas & repair to
protect your family
& your home value!
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-
2809. Have zip code!

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
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Job Finder December:

Starling owns and operates several senior living communities throughout
Florida. We are hiring for a variety of positions. Visit www.StarlingLiving.
com/careers to apply

Maintenance Tech at Westminster Woods Julington Creek - Full-time.
Responsible for basic repair and maintenance, pressure washing, yard
maintenance. 1-3 years' experience and HS diploma. Email resume to
gchase@wservices.org.

just a generator,
It's @ power move.

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower up-
dates in as little as
1 day! Affordable
prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty
& professional in-
stalls. Senior & mili-
tary discounts avail-
able. 1-877-543-9189

Become a published
author. We want
to read your book!
Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since

1920. Consultation,
production, promo-
tion & distribution.
Call for free author’s
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and ser-
vice. Now featuring
our free shower
package & $1600
off - limited time!
Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees
cancelled in 2019.
Getfree info package
& learn how to get rid
of your timeshare!

Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most
local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Replace your roof
w/the best looking
& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3
styles & multiple
colors available.
Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50%
off install + Addi-
tional 10% off install

A

'

Leaf

2

Your Entire Purchase*

&£

(military, health &
1st responders.)
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as
one day. For a limited
time, waving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply.
Subject to change
and vary by dealer.
Offer ends 12/29/24.)
Call 1-844-501-3208

Don't let the stairs
limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal

Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAF&STEP

v WALK-IN TuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

%

OFF

Sp
50/4 i Oy,
E

@ CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

1-855-595-2102

- 102

Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing

solution for anyone
who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned
about a fall or wants
to regain access to
their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide to-
day! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins
take less than 60
seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your
family, your home,
your assets now
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp Amer-
ica's premier mo-

bile medical alert
system. Whether
you're home or
away. For safety &
peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

We buy houses for
cash as is! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any
condition. Easy
three step process:
Call, get cash of-
fer & get paid. Get
your fair cash of-
fer today by calling
Liz Buys Houses:
1-844-877-5833

The garden slows down

Robotics teams combine for highest score in world

As autumn makes way for winter, we see
the changes in our fall blooming flowers.
They are setting seeds, which is a forerun-
ner of things to come, but there’s also a
sense of decay as stems darken, dry, and
become brittle. Those hollow stems become
places for some of our native bees and other
insects to overwinter. This is a time to con-
sider how, or indeed whether, to tidy our
landscapes.

One of the easiest things to do to support
wildlife is to “leave the leaves,” especially
beneath trees and in flowerbeds. Insects that
inhabit deciduous trees often have a life-
cycle which includes a spell on the ground,
cocooned — often literally — in the shelter
fallen leaves provide, or in the soil below. If
you are tackling a mess of leaves on a lawn,
rake them into beds, either beneath trees

or shrubs, or among your flowers, but take
care not to smother the plants. Leaves act

as a mulch that can break down relatively
quickly and supply valuable nutrients to the
soil: nature’s soil builder. If you have more
than you can use in your beds, running a
mulching mower over a light leaf fall on the
lawn will supply nutrients to benefit the
grass. For the rest, find an out-of-the-way
place to heap them up, where insects and
other creatures can make use of them. Left
for a year or so they will have decomposed
into friable leaf mold, which would enrich
and improve your soil. Or simply use leaves
as the “brown” component in your compost

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

pile. You could even offer them to a neigh-
bor gardener. To take them to the curb for
collection is like giving money away!

Those dry dead stems which are potential
insect nurseries may not appeal to your eye,
but rather than remove them completely,
trim them back to a minimum of 12 inches,
preferably a little taller, to give the insects a
chance to complete their lifecycles. Take the
cuttings and pile those up out of the way

to provide more shelter for tiny creatures.

If the plants are perennials which die back
to the ground, the remaining stems can be
useful reminders of their locations.

Clumping grasses also provide shelter for
wildlife. If you feel compelled to cut them
back, hold off until spring when new
growth is beginning to emerge. Over winter
they can give interesting structure to the
landscape, and they may also house queen
bumblebees nesting down at the base. If
you like to watch your backyard birds you
may have seen how grass seeds appeal to

birds like the beautiful painted bunting.

Your lawn has also been slowing down —
meaning it will need mowing less often, if
at all. For more information on lawn care,
and other aspects of gardening, check out
hetps://styl.ifas.ufl.edu/lawn-and-garden/
lawn-maintenance/. It’s a potential starting
point for leisurely browsing now the nights
are drawing in.

By NewslLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Bolles upper school FIRST* TECH
Challenge robotics teams Static Dis-
charge and Mischievous Mechanics
teamed up to not only tally the top
score in Northeast Florida and the
state of Florida, but the highest score
in the world at the Northeast Florida
Meet 1 on Oct. 19.

The two teams worked together to
earn an impressive 226, making a
strong statement

drivers take control in two-on-two
matches. According to FIRST®, more
than 87,400 students in seventh
through 12th grades competed in
FTC in 67 countries during the 2022
— 2023 season.

Bolles upper school physics teacher
Devan Skapetis and upper school
fine arts teacher Chris Hicks coach all
four Bolles robotics teams in the new
Robotics Lab on the first floor of the
Frank R. Sanchez & Hope and Dana

as they continue

to excel during the
2024 -25FTC
season. In fact, the
top six scores in the
world are held by
Static Discharge
and their randomly
selected alliance
partners during the
competition. Bolles

FTC teams Patent
Pending and Jurassic
Spark, comprised of
middle school stu-
dents, also competed in Meet 1, held
at Atlantic Coast High School.

FIRST® TECH Challenge students
work together with their mentors

to design and build robots to com-
pete in a dynamic challenge released
every September. Teams program
classroom-scale robots to follow au-
tonomous commands before student

Photo courtesy Bolles

Bolles upper school FIRST® TECH Challenge robotics teams Static Discharge

and Mischievous Mechanics.
E. Fender Center for Innovation.

Static Discharge includes the following
students: Jayan Deshmukh 26, Rohan
Deshmukh ’25, Nishta Jijosh 26, Eesh
Majithia 25, Jay Manohar "26 and
Meghanne Posick "26. Mischievous
Mechanics includes the following stu-
dents: Jay Alanghat 26, Bowen Body
26, David Dong 26, Jake Kovacocy
’27 and Arnav Shah "26.
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Tree lighting cont. from pg. 1

event is encouraged.

Residential Family Owneg “In the Christmas tree lighting’s fifth Al h ds. th dari

Commercial 0 Operateq year, some surprises are planned for this so on the grounds, the Mandarin
Since 1989 . s Museum and Historical Society will
- newly honed Mandarin tradition,” said b dari O

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR Nolan, now the club’s vice-president. open the 1911 Mandarin Post Office

system

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems
- Service on most makes and models
- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your

“We're grateful to Mr. Boselli for light-
ing our tree this year.” In 2023 Mayor
Donna Deegan served as the dignitary

and General Store showcasing a hub of
community activity a century ago. The
Mandarin Community Club is located

to light Man-
darin’s tree.
That event is

a finalist for a
City of Jack-
sonville 2024
Neighborhood
Award.

Food vendors

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

at the event
include the
Empanada

License #W-32

K1 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com

e
SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
e

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

» Housekeeping

 24-hour security

« Delicious, chef-prepared dining options

« Fishing and boat docks

 Heated, outdoor swimming pool

+ A wide range of important aging services

« And more!

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

o )
2 Westminster

Woods
on Julington Creek

WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL

Lady, Nothing
Bundt Cakes,
and limited
Chick-fil-A
sandwiches,
with the “cow”
on hand for

photos and
fun. Hot and
cold drinks will

be available.

While the event is free with gates open-
ing to the public at 5 p.m., non-perish-
able donations for the Mandarin Food
Bank are requested. Attendees are also
encouraged to bring a chair or blanket
as seating is limited. Carpooling to the

Photo courtesy Olis Garber with Olis Garber Photography.

Santa and his helpers greet families inside the historic Mandarin Community Club.

at 12447 Mandarin Road.

If you go: Gates open at 5 p.m. The tree
lighting is at 6:30 p.m. Santa is avail-
able in the club from 5 p.m. until the tree
lighting. Don't forget your non-perishable
contributions to the Mandarin Food Bank
and to carpool due to limited parking!

Winter Celebration cont. from pg. 1

Since 1999, this annual event has
brought the community together for a
festive day filled with fun, creativ-

Located along the St. Johns River in Wal-
ter Jones Historical Park, Mandarin Mu-
seum is dedicated to sharing the Manda-

ity, and holiday cheer. In addition
to museum exhibits and reenactors,
attendees can look forward to a free
photo opportunity with Santa and
Mrs. Claus, pony rides (and a full
size horse for older children), games
and crafts. Live entertainment from
community groups will take place
throughout the event on the 1875
Farmhouse front porch and area
non-profit organizations will be on
hand to share information.

All historic buildings in the park
will be open for tours and attendees
will be able to meet the Maple Leaf
divers. Mandarin Frogs will be for
sale as well.

“There will be seasonal treats and an
exciting gift card raffle featuring local
businesses and restaurants,” Cohill said.

Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org/
events/winter-celebration or call (904)
268-0784 for more information.

rin’s history, culture, and natural resources.
Through exhibits, educational programs,
and community events, the museum
serves as a hub for cultural enrichment
and engagement. Mandarin Museum is
open Wednesday through Saturday, 10
a.m. — 4 p.m. Admission is free.

Photos courtesy Olis Garber



Choose your Nutcracker

By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

“The Nutcracker” is believed by many to
be a time-honored holiday tradition. In
Northeast Florida, the tradition contin-
ues with five productions of the ballet
this December. Since each performance
is unique, following is a guide highlight-
ing the dates, times and locations of
each to help you choose “your” Nut-
cracker.

Community Nutcracker

Dec. 13 at 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 14 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Florida Theatre

www.jaxnutcracker.org

Artistic Directors Dulce Anaya, Debra
Rankin and Mark Spivak continue this
holiday tradition which began in 1992.
Community Nutcracker is the only
nonprofit, volunteer-run organization
that offers a portion of its proceeds

to local charitable agencies with each
performance — and has donated more
than $900,000 in the past 33 years.
The performing company is made up of
local talent with more than 200 dancers
ranging in age from nine to adult from

Northeast Florida auditioning and per-
forming in the production. In an effort
to promote the arts in schools, Com-
munity Nutcracker also offers matinee
performances for school groups as well
as a Community Service Night (invita-
tion only).

Christ Church Nutcracker Ballet

Dec. 14 at 6 p.m.

Lazzara Theater, UNF Fine Arts Depart-
ment

www.missfeliciasdance.com

This year marks the 29th performance
of the Christ Church Nutcracker
Ballet, directed by Felicia Rhoden of
the Christ Church Dance Ministry as
well as owner of Miss Felicia’s Dance.
Nearly 300 performers, aged two to
90 years old, will take the stage and
proceeds will benefit children’s chari-
ties.

Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast
Nutcracker

Dec. 13 at 8 p.m.

Dec. 14 at 2 p.m. and 8 p.m.

Dec. 15 at 2 p.m.

WALK THROUGH

LIVE=_
Nafivity

DECEMBER 6 & 7

<L 5:30-8:30pm

CHURCH OF OUR SAVIOUR

12236 MANDARIN ROAD
JACKSONVILLE, FL 32223
904-268-9457 « www.OurSaviourJax.org
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Jacksonville Center for the Performing
Arts
www.jaxsymphony.org/first-coast-nut-
cracker/

Jacksonville Symphony’s First Coast
Nutcracker has been a tradition in
North Florida for more than 50 years.
Under the direction of choreographer
and artistic director Rhonda Stampalia,
the First Coast Nutcracker showcases
internationally renowned principal
dancers, the area’s finest young dancers,
and Tchaikovsky’s best-loved melodies
performed by the Jacksonville Sym-
phony.

The Nutcracker 2024 by the Florida
Ballet

Dec. 20 at 7:30 p.m.

Dec. 21 at 4:30 p.m.

Dec. 22 at 2 p.m.

Lazzara Theater, UNF Fine Arts Center
floridaballet.org/thenutcracker

The Florida Ballet’s Nutcracker features
swirling snowflakes, waltzing flowers,
and dancing bonbons. From the capti-
vating dance of the Sugar Plum Fairy to
the iconic snow scene, this enchanting
classical ballet is set to the beloved music
of Tchaikovsky and features more than
100 local dancers.

St. Augustine Ballet Nutcracker
Dec. 20 at 7 p.m.

Dec. 21 at 1:30 p.m. and 7 p.m.
Dec. 22 at 2 p.m.

Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College
www.saintaugustineballet.com

This year’s production of “The Nut-
cracker” marks the 16th annual per-
formance by the St. Augustine Ballet
and features professional ballet danc-
ers as well as dance students from St.
Augustine and surrounding areas. The
St. Augustine Ballet, under the artistic
direction of Luis Abella, is a non-profit
organization with a mission to involve
community members of all ages in
meaningful dance experiences.

Christmas FANTASTIQUE

Dec. 7 at 7 p.m.

Dec. 8 at 7 p.m.

Lewis Auditorium at Flagler College
www.zoikasdance.com

This original production by Zoika’s Dance
tells the classic holiday story of “The Nut-
cracker” through the language of dance,
featuring classical ballet, as well as tap, hip
hop, acro, and contemporary dance. Pro-
fessional dancers join young, local dancers
on stage for the holiday extravaganza.

CELEBRATTE CHRIRISTMIAS WITITH U]

Musie Celebration

Christmas

Scan the QR code or visit mandarinpres.com/christmas
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While I am not overly fond of whis-
key, I was curious about the history
and production that make Tennessee
whiskey special. So, I took a trip along
the Tennessee Whiskey Trail starting at
Jack Daniel's in Lynchburg, the oldest
registered distillery in the United States.

The founder, Jasper Newton "Jack"
Daniel, or “Gentleman Jack,” estab-
lished the distillery in 1866 at Cave
Spring Hollow, a natural limestone
spring free from impurities. Over time,
the brand became iconic, with its Old
No. 7 recipe and the signature charcoal
mellowing process (Lincoln County
Process), the key to Tennessee Whiskey.

Guides at the 1,700-acre Jack Daniel’s
site walk groups through the entire
whiskey-making process, from charcoal
mellowing to aging in oak barrels. Here,
I discovered the unique production rules
that define a “Tennessee Whiskey.” The
rules stipulate that a whiskey must be
made in the state, contain at least 51
percent corn in its grain mash, must be
distilled at no more than 160 proof (80
percent alcohol by volume) and enter
the barrel for aging at no more than 125
proof (62.5 percent alcohol by volume),
and must be aged in new, charred oak
barrels. The barrels must be freshly
charred and used only once for aging.

One of the defining characteristics
of Tennessee Whiskey is the Lincoln
County Process. This unique process

Expert
family-focused

Exploring Tennessee’s
Whiskey Trail

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Jack Daniel's in Lynchburg is on the Tennessee Whiskey Trail.

involves filtering the unaged whiskey
through maple charcoal before aging it
to give it a smooth and rich character.

A fascinating note about the small town
of Lynchburg: While the distillery has
been producing since 1866, the city is
“dry.” The distillery is legally allowed to
make and sell unopened bottles of their
spirits and provide a tour tasting, but
you will not find a restaurant or bar in
the town that serves alcoholic drinks.
Strange indeed.

Located just a short drive away in Tul-
lahoma, the George Dickel Distillery of-
fers a quieter, more intimate experience.
Founded in 1870, George Dickel chills
its mash before filtering it through char-
coal, adding a unique smoothness and

richness to the whiskey. The distillery's
location in Cascade Hollow feels like a
hidden gem, with beautiful countryside
views. I went into one barrel room that
held 57,000 barrels of aging whiskey
and had a chance to take a taste sample
when I thieved the barrel. That is, lower-
ing a tube into the barrel and removing
a single pour’s worth of liquid. This
sample showcases the color, aroma, and
flavor unique to its time in the barrel;
however, I chose not to taste it! The dis-
tillery tour tasting includes their beloved
No. 12 and Bottled-in-Bond varieties,
which left me with fond memories.

One of the Trail’s newer but most inspir-
ing stops is the Uncle Nearest Distillery
in Shelbyville. It's named for Nearest
Green, the former enslaved man who
taught Jack Daniel the art of whiskey-
making. Uncle Nearest products are
dedicated to preserving Green's legacy.

The site rests on a former horse farm
and includes a BBQQ restaurant and the
Humble Baron Bar, the world's longest
bar- following a curvilinear path around

care in Mandarin.

Welcome to Mandarin,
Jessica Domitrovic, MD.

She specializes in:

* Preventive care

© Baptist Health 2024

e Treating high blood pressure

Baptist Primary Care is excited to welcome Jessica Domitrovic, MD,
to our Mandarin Landing primary care office. Dr. Domitrovic is a board-certified

family medicine physician who treats patients from birth to geriatrics.

Dr. Domitrovic listens compassionately to her patients’ concerns to form a

health and helps them make informed decisions.

e \Women'’s health

® Musculoskeletal Care

Baptist Primary Care physicians and advanced practice providers are employed by Baptist Primary Care, Inc.

e Diabetes management

wellness plan that aligns with their goals, enhances their mental and physical

 BAPTIST
U Primary Care

Dr. Domitrovic is excited to work with Mandarin residents to reach their wellness

goals and is now accepting new patients at Mandarin Landing, Suite 1401.

To book an appointment
scan the QR Code or
call 904.260.3200.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Close up of a barrel room.

A whiskey tasting.

an immense room and often with live
music. The insightful tour includes a
Hollywood production documentary,
state-of-the-art facilities, interactive ex-
hibits on Nearest Green's life, and a tast-
ing of their award-winning expressions.
You can easily spend a half day there.

I didn't visit all 30 Tennessee distilleries
on the Trail, but I was doused in history
and enjoyed the state's rolling hills and
small towns. If you want to raise a glass,
look for more information at www.
tnwhiskeytrail.com.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.

Baptist Medical Group

10601 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 1401
Jacksonville, FL 32257




