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INK! recognizes Class of 2024 Take Stock 
in Children® graduating seniors
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St. Johns County 
rescues 11,000 
American Flags

Photo courtesy St. Johns County

American Flag Rescue Program flag drop-off boxes 
are conveniently located throughout St. Johns 

County. 

Flag rescue program cont. on pg. 13

Hometown Conservative

Paid for by Roy Alaimo, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Education 
Foundation which operates as Invest-
ing in Kids (INK!) recently hosted its 
annual Bright Beginnings Celebration 
to honor the Class of 2024 Take Stock 
in Children® graduating seniors in St. 
Johns County. Fourteen students were 
recognized in a unique program high-
lighting their academic achievements 
hosted at St. Augustine High School 
on May 13. The students are graduat-
ing from St. Johns County public high 
schools and each will be attending 
college supported by a Take Stock in 
Children scholarship funded by indi-
vidual donors, corporate sponsors, and 
community partners.

The evening program featured Tim 
Forson, Superintendent of Schools for 
the St. Johns County School District. 
In his remarks, Forson acknowledged 
graduating students, volunteer men-
tors, teachers, principals, school board 
members, and INK! staff, for their 

support of the Take Stock 
St. Johns program. Forson 
commended the students 
and their focus on estab-
lishing pathways to success 
with goal setting, hard 
work, perseverance, and 
collaboration with their 
mentors, families, guard-
ians, and teachers.

Since 1998, INK! has been 
the exclusive umbrella 
agency in St. Johns County 
for Take Stock in Children, 
a statewide non-profit orga-
nization that offers deserv-
ing low-income students 
the opportunity to earn 
college scholarships through 
educational support, men-
torship, and college success 
coaching. Students apply 
to participate in Take Stock 
when they are in the eighth 
grade in St. Johns County 
public schools. Upon ac-

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns County Library Sum-
mer Reading Program, “Adventure 
Begins at Your Library,” runs through 
July 27. The Bartram Branch Library, 
and other libraries across St. Johns 
County, aim to create an exciting 
summer at the library with story 
times, special events, teen crafts, and 
interesting workshops each week. 

Designed to promote educational and 
family-friendly summer fun, the St. 
Johns County Public Library invites 
the community to visit the library 
and participate in this year’s reading 
event. Participants may pick up their 
free reading logs from any library 

branch to earn prizes for every five 
days tracked.

Additionally, more than 100 fun 

and educational events are planned 
throughout the “adventure,” along 

All about the library’s Summer Reading Program

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

St. Johns County started its Ameri-
can Flag Rescue Program in 2019. 
As of mid-June, it has rescued more 
than 11,000 American flags through 
this program, which allows residents 
to properly retire flags with honor 
and respect. American Flag Drop 
boxes are available to the public at 
more than 35 locations throughout 
St. Johns County. In February 2024, 
the 10,000th flag was collected at 
the St. Johns County Tax Collector’s 
office. A special video was produced 
with Tax Collector Dennis Holling-
sworth to celebrate the milestone.

The county’s recycling coordinator, 
Christopher Benjamin, founded the 
American Flag Rescue Program.

He said, “After seeing two American 
flags discarded in a drop-off trash 
container at the county landfill, I 

Photo courtesy INK!

Bartram Trail High School recipient Alice Oliveira and family with Bev 
Slough (mentor) and INK! staff member Mike Michel.

Graphic courtesy St. Johns County Public Library System

INK cont. on pg. 2

Summer reading  cont. on pg. 16
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ceptance into the program, they sign a 
contract to maintain a 2.5 grade point 
average (GPA), uphold good behavior 
and attendance, and stay drug and 
crime free. Take Stock in Children is a 
public-private partnership in the State 
of Florida.

One hundred percent of all monetary 
donations received by INK! for the 
Take Stock in Children program are 
directed to the purchase of the scholar-
ships and are fully matched by Florida 
Prepaid Foundation with funding by 
the State Legislature. Community 
partners and business owners also 
provide significant support to help with 
academic and educational assistance.

According to Cathy Newman, INK! 
executive director, this year’s graduating 
seniors persevered through particularly 
challenging moments throughout their 
high school careers.

“As COVID disrupted the start of their 
high school career, this year’s graduates 
demonstrated resiliency and flexibility 
while learning in the classroom and 
online. They have succeeded despite 
the disruptions COVID caused and we 
have no doubt that they will continue 
to do well   in the future,” she said.

According to James Wheeler, INK!’s 
Operations and Student Programs 
Director, and program director of Take 
Stock in Children in St. Johns County, 
each graduating senior earned a schol-
arship with a value of approximately 
$6,500, equal to 60 credit hours of 
tuition at a state college in Florida and 

received new laptop computers. Stu-
dents were honored for their academic 
accomplishments and donors were 
recognized through named scholarships 
for the students. 

The 2024 Take Stock in Children St. 
Johns graduates from northern St. 
Johns County schools are:

Jordan Graham, Tocoi Creek High 
School (Margie Davidson Memorial 
Scholarship; Jim Davidson Memorial 
Super Senior Scholarship)

Alice Olivera, Bartram Trail High 
School (iVenture Solutions/Davidson 
Cares Scholarship)

Jun Pan, Bartram Trail High School 
(Snyder Family Scholarship; Take Stock 
in Children Florida/Asofsky Founda-
tion Leaders 4 Life Fellow) 

Cassie Wolfe, Bartram Trail High 
School (Brooke Ladue Memorial 
Scholarship)

Cooper Austreng, Ponte Vedra High 
School (Ponte Vedra Women’s Civic 
Alliance Scholarship)

The event also honored Take Stock men-
tors who are longtime, dedicated volun-
teers for students. Volunteer mentors for 
the class of 2024 included Jeff Adams, 
Butch Burkett, Larry Dillahay, Kelly 
Harris, Sheila Lentz, Bob McKeefrey, 
and  Beverly Slough. They collectively 
volunteered more than 800 hours to 
mentor the Take Stock class of 2024.

Visit www.ink-stjohns.org for more 
information. 

INK cont. from pg. 1
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Breed: 

Domestic Shorthair

Favorite Activity: 

Bothering his brother Levi

Favorite Treat: 

Temptation’s Crunchy Treats

Favorite Friend: 

Addison

How did your BFF get their name?

 From the Netflix movie Vivo
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Don’t miss our August issue
Featuring our Back to School Guide!

Deadline 7/19/24

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Back to School Guide 
coming in August! 

Call Linda Gay 
to include your 

business!

904.607.5062

 A. sunscreen  B. hat  C. morning  D. shady
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activities for 
seniors on Monday, Wednesday and Friday morn-
ings at 6795 Collier Road in Orangedale. Cards, 
crafts and games start each day at 9 a.m. with 
trivia, nutrition/exercise, Bunco and Bingo among 
the additional activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
each day. Contact Program Coordinator Myra Fisher 
at (904) 209-3658 or mfisher@coasjc.org for more 
information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy 
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items 
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday from 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit Company, 
1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s 
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email playing-
hookie2022@gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the game of 
“Hand, Knee, and Foot” on Wednesdays. If you are 
interested in joining, please call (904) 230-6962 and 
leave a message.

2nd: Happy Hookers crochet group will meet 
at the Bartram Trail Branch Library on 

July 2 and July 16 from 5:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. The 
group crochets or knits blankets for cancer patients 
at area hospitals. All skill levels are welcome. Visit 
www.sjcpls.org or call (904) 827-6960.

2nd: Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet on 
Tuesday, July 2 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin 

Presbyterian Church’s Loretto Road Campus in the 
Kids Space at 2501 Loretto Road. September Quilt-
Fest Jacksonville information and volunteer signups 
will be covered. Wearing masks is optional. New 
members/guests welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.
org for more information.

3rd: Widow to Widow, support group for 
widows by widows is held at Council on 

Aging (COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in St. 
Augustine on Wednesdays beginning July 3 from 
11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday 
– Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org for more 
information. 

11th: Open Game Play at Council on Aging 
(COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in St. 

Augustine. Bring your deck of cards or board game 
(there are also games available at River House) 
and socialize over a friendly game of your choosing 
every Thursday beginning July 11 from 12:15 p.m. – 
3:15 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) 
or email tharris@coasjc.org for more information.

12th: First Friday Adult Book Club will meet 
at the Bartram Trail Branch Library at 10 

a.m. on July 12 to discuss “The First Ladies” by Marie 
Benedict. Registration is required; email draasch@
sjcfl.us.

13th: The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club meets 
the second Saturday of each month (this 

month, July 13) from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. at the Bartram 
Trail Branch Library. The topic for the meeting is 
“Members Present their Brick Walls for Discussion.” 
Email ginglish@comcast.net for more information. 
Visit www.facebook.com/groups/BTGenClubGroup 
to send a request to join the club.

14th: Unity Basics, a free class will be held 
from 12 p.m. – 2 p.m. at Unity Church for 

Creative Living, 2777 Race Track Road. Join Rev. 
Yvonne McAndrew for a fun, interactive, informative 
class on the foundations of Unity. Call (904) 287-
1505 or email UCCLoffice2777@gmail.com for more 
information.

15th: The All Star Quilters Guild will meet at 
9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to the 10 

a.m. meeting on Monday, July 15 at First Christian 
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. The program will be 
a reveal of the annual All Star Challenge which is 
“Make it Modern” for 2024. Sew and Tell is always a 
feature. Guests are welcome. Visit www.allstarquil-
ters.org for more information.

16th: Spycraft will be hosted at the Bartram 
Trail Branch Library on Tuesday, July 16 

from 2:03 p.m. – 2:48 p.m. This free program is part 
of the Adventure Begins at Your Library Summer 
Reading 2024. Listen to stories, create ciphers, and 
learn essential espionage skills. For ages nine to 12; 
register online at sjcpls.org. Registration opens on 
July 2 at 10 a.m.

17th: Free Tech Help with David will be held 
on Wednesday, July 17 from 10:30 a.m. – 12 

p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. Drop in for 
tech assistance with Android, Apple, and reader 
devices; no RSVPs required. Bring your device fully 
charged and know your passwords. Visit sjcpls.org/
branches/bartram-trail-branch/ for more informa-
tion.

18th: William Bartram Scenic Highway Group 
will meet on Thursday, July 18 beginning 

at 6:30 p.m. at Westminster Woods, Gathering Place 
Room. Join the discussion to keep NW St. Johns 
County Scenic and Historic and preserve the State 
Road 13 Scenic Highway. Virtual meeting access 
is available; contact alabbat@comcast.net or call 
(904) 699-8475.

19th: Adult Craft: Painting Frogs with Don 
Bowden, Mandarin’s “Frog Man” will 

be held on Friday, July 19 from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at 

the Bartram Trail Branch Library. All supplies are 
provided by the Bartram Trail Friends of the Library. 
Space is limited; register by calling the library at 
(904) 827-6960. Registration begins on Monday, 
July 1.

19th: “Do You Need a Living Will and How Can 
You Avoid the Need for a Guardianship,” a 

free lecture by Megan Wall, St. Johns County Legal 
Aid, will be presented at Council on Aging (COA) 
River House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augustine, on 
Friday, July 19 from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. Call (904) 209-
3655 (Monday – Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.
org for more information.

20th: Dress a Girl Around the World at the 
Bartram Trail Branch Library will be 

held on Saturday, July 20 at 10 a.m. Learn to make 
dresses and shorts for girls around the world. 
You can pick up a kit to create at home, or turn in 
dresses you created to the Bartram Trail Branch. We 
also accept fabric and notion donations. Call the 
library at (904) 827-6960 for more information.

20th: The Northwest St. Johns County 
United for Progress Club will host a 

beach party, brunch, and fundraiser at Beachwalk 
from 9 a.m. – 12 p.m. on Saturday, July 20. Visit www.
nwstjohnsup.com or email nwsjcp@gmail.com for 
more information.

27th: St. Johns Farmers Market will be held 
the fourth Saturday of each month (this 

month, July 27) from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Celebration 
Lutheran Church, 810 Roberts Road in St. Johns. 
The market includes fresh produce, food trucks and 
assorted vendors. Call the church at (904) 230-2496 
for more information.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsJulyJuly Community Calendar

FOR FLORIDA HOUSE

NICK

CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN

ENDORSED BY SEN. RICK SCOTT
& REP. CYNDI STEVENSON

LEARN MORE AT NICKPRIMROSE.COM
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FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
IN ST. JOHNS COUNTY

 PRIMARY ELECTION DAY 

AUGUST 20TH
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Guest Column

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

COMMUNITY  
LEADER 

Combat Veteran  

Dedicated Sheriff  

Husband & Father   

“I’m humbled to ask for  
your vote on August 20th  
so that I can continue to  
serve our community with 
integrity and honor.” 

- Sheriff Rob Hardwick
    ST. JOHNS COUNTY

Paid for by Rob Hardwick, Republican,  
for St. Johns County Sheriff 

Deadline to Register to Vote or
Change Party Affiliation

For registration and election
information, call or visit:

904.823.2238 www.votesjc.gov

YOU CAN REGISTER TO VOTE, 
UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION, 

OR REQUEST A NEW VOTER CARD ONLINE

VISIT WWW.VOTESJC.GOV 
TO CHECK YOUR VOTER STATUS

Local high school weightlifter headed  
to national championship
By Jack Kasting, FAMU journalism student
mail@floridanewsline.com

As far back as I can remember, my 
brother and I have always been athletic 
kids. I think I played just about every 
mainstream sport out there that was 
available to me. Football, basketball, 
soccer, lacrosse, you name it. One thing 
in particular I picked up from athlet-
ics (namely football) is weightlifting. I 
started freshman year of high school and 
haven’t stopped since. The whole while, 
my younger brother Chappy Kasting 
watched me time and time again lifting 
weights. When he started football in 
ninth grade, I got excited to see him lift 
weights and grow like I did; however, I 
was not prepared for how far he would 
go and just how fast he got there.

Chappy started Bartram Trail High 

School as a freshman in 2021 and joined 
the football team. Pretty soon after this 
I began noticing his size and strength 
increasing rapidly. He just kept getting 
bigger and bigger! I also began to notice 
his affinity for the weightlifting aspect of 
being on the football team. Time went 
on and he steadily made more progress. 
He played on the football team for his 
freshman and sophomore years, gaining 
muscle mass all the while.

After his sophomore year, Chappy 
decided he wanted to transition out of 
football and into weightlifting exclu-
sively, so he joined the Bartram Trail 
High School weightlifting team. A little 
bit later he was recruited for the RW3 
weightlifting team, which competes in 
USA Weightlifting. USA Weightlift-
ing competes in Olympic lifting. His 

high school weightlifting coach, Ron 
Reagan, is also his USA Weightlifting 
coach. Chappy has competed on the 
BTHS varsity team when in season and 
competes on the USA Weightlifting 
Olympic year-round. 

Chappy recently competed in the USA 
Weightlifting State Championship in 
Live Oak and placed third. As a ris-
ing senior, he is currently in the 89 kg 
weight class for USA Weightlifting, 
199 lbs weight class at Bartram Trail, 
and ranked 13th in the country for his 
USA Weightlifting weight class. After 
the state championship, Chappy is 
now qualified and heading to the USA 
Weightlifting national championship 
to be held in late June in Pittsburgh, 
Pennsylvania.

Q: When is the 2024 Primary Elec-
tion?

A: The 2024 Primary Election is sched-
uled for Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Polls 
will be open from 7 a.m. – 7 p.m. Vot-
ers must vote at their assigned precinct 
on Election Day.

Early voting will be available from 
Saturday, Aug. 10, through Saturday, 
Aug. 17, from 9 a.m. – 6 p.m. daily at 
all locations. A list of early voting loca-
tions will be available 30-days prior to 
the election at www.votesjc.gov. Dur-
ing early voting, voters can vote at any 
location.

Q: Is there a deadline for registering 
to vote or changing my party for the 
2024 Primary Election?

A: Yes. The deadline for the 2024 Pri-
mary Election is Monday, July 22. To 
register to vote or change party affilia-
tion online, visit www.votesjc.gov.

Q: Have candidates that are running 
for office filed their papers?

A: Yes. Candidate qualifying ended June 
14 and the 2024 Primary Election bal-
lot has been set.

Q: How can I find out who will be on 
my ballot?

A: A sample ballot will be mailed to ev-
ery registered voter unless they request-
ed a vote-by-mail ballot or a sample 
ballot by email. Sample ballots are 
mailed three weeks prior to the election, 

as well as being available on our website 
by using the “My Voter Status” tool.

A list of Primary Election candidates is 
also available on our website along with 
a full list of candidates who qualified 
with the Elections Office.

Q: When will vote-by-mail ballots be 
mailed?

A: Vote-by-mail ballots will first be 
mailed July 6 to overseas and military 
voters. The ballots for all other voters 
who requested a vote-by-mail ballot will 
be mailed mid-July. The deadline to re-
quest a vote-by-mail ballot to be mailed 
is Thursday, Aug. 8, by 5 p.m.

Visit www.votesjc.gov to request a vote-
by-mail ballot. Voters can also use the 
“My Voter Status” tool to confirm that 
they have a vote-by-mail request on file, 
or to track the status of their ballot.

Vote-by-mail ballots must be returned 
to the Elections Office by 7 p.m. on 
Election Day to be counted. Secure Bal-
lot Intake Stations will be available at all 
early voting locations during the hours 
of voting.

Q: Where can I find more information 
about the 2024 Primary Election?

A: The St. Johns County Citizen’s Guide 
to the 2024 Primary and General Elec-
tions is being mailed to all residences 
in St. Johns County to share important 
information about the upcoming elec-
tions. Residents can expect to receive 
the guide mid-July.

You can also call the Elections Office 
with any questions you may have at 
(904) 823-2238, Monday through Fri-
day, from 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. My staff 
and I are here to serve you, and we will 
make it easy for you to vote.

Q A& with St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections Vicky Oakes
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Slowed the Growth
Led Effort for 4 New Regional Parks
Increased Infrastructure
Protected Our Beaches
Held Developers Accountable
Supports Veterans & First Responders

Fighting For St. Johns

Paid by Christian Whitehurst, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

When I was elected in 2020 I promised to fight for St. Johns County, and
that’s exactly what I did. I led the charge for four new regional parks,

providing more ballfields, green space and recreational opportunities for
our children and families. As a conservative Republican, I fought to

eliminate wasteful spending and keep taxes low to protect our quality of
life. I've fought to slow the growth by denying incompatible developments

to allow our infrastructure to catch up and ensure developers pay their
fair share. With your vote, I will continue fighting for our St. Johns values

every day.
-Christian Whitehurst

Promises Made, Promises Kept.
Proudly Endorsed by:   

Scan to Learn More:

     Northeast Florida
Endocrine & Diabetes
Associates 

Dear Members of the Community,

We are excited to announce that Raquel 
Villavicencio, MD will be joining us in July 
2024. As the newest physician to join our 
practice, Raquel Villavicencio, MD, NCMP, 
ABOM is excited to announce she is accepting 
new patients; both men and women with 
diabetes, thyroid and endocrinology disorders. 
Dr. Villavicencio is a fellowship-trained physi-
cian, triple-board certified in endocrinology, 
internal medicine and obesity medicine.

Prior to her current role as an endocrinologist, she served as a primary 
care physician, hospitalist and preoperative assessment practitioner. Dr. 
Villavicencio is a member of the Endocrine Society and the Menopause 
Society, where she earned her designation as a certified menopause prac-
titioner. Dr. Villavicencio has also earned a Certificate in Comprehensive 
Care for Persons with Diabetes from the Endocrine Society, is a certified  
Prevent T2 lifestyle coach.

Dr. Villavicencio speaks both English and Spanish. She is accepting new 
patients at our St. Johns and St. Augustine locations.

Please contact our office with any questions or to schedule with Dr. Villavi-
cencio.

Yours Truly,
Northeast Florida Endocrine and Diabetes Associates, PA   

St. Johns County Location:
Seton Building

300 St. Elizabeth Way
Suite 160

St. Johns, Florida 32259 

St. Augustine Location:
600 Plantation Island Dr S

Suite 1
St. Augustine, FL 32080

Contact Us:
Phone: (904) 384-2240

Fax: (904) 486-2314
www.nefeda.com 

Q: What can you tell us about the St. 
Johns County Sheriff’s Office avia-
tion unit?

A: We refer to them as our “eyes in the 
sky.” Currently we have two aircraft: 
a 2013 Bell 407 that we bought used 
from the Palm Beach County Sheriff’s 
Office and a 1969 Vietnam-era Bell 
OH-58 that we acquired repurposed 
in the 1990s under Sheriff Perry from 
the federal government under the 
1033 program. It’s important to have 
two aircraft in case one is undergoing 
maintenance. About two years ago, we 
ordered a new Bell 407 to replace the 
1969 aircraft, since parts are becoming 
scarce for repairs to that aircraft. We 
anticipate getting the new aircraft in 
late 2024.

We currently lease space at the St. 
Augustine Regional Airport and share a 
hangar with the Florida Fish and Wild-
life Conservation Commission (FWC), 
which also has two helicopters.

Q: What personnel does the unit 
have?

A: The aviation unit is under the 
Operations Division. We have four 
pilots and the lead pilot has the rank 
of sergeant. These pilots are all very 
experienced and the goal is to get the 
aircraft in the air more, which we have 
been successful in doing. In 2023, we 
flew 475 flight hours; so far in 2024 
we have 590 flight hours. The unit also 
has two full time mechanics and a part 
time mechanic.

Q: What are some highlights of the 
“eyes in the sky?”

A: They are able to assist us in real 
time, which adds an extra layer of 
safety for the community as well as our 
deputies. For example, they can advise 

the deputy sheriffs who are in cars as to 
oncoming traffic. 

Flights by our aviation unit are both 
reactive and proactive — and they can 
physically respond to calls for service, 
such as swimmers in distress, stolen 
vehicles, missing children or elderly, 
suspected criminals in pursuit, in 
progress calls and the proactive traffic 
enforcement for traffic stops. 

Q: Do you partner with other agen-
cies?

A: We have many partnerships with 
local agencies such as St. Johns Fire 
and Rescue, St. Augustine City Fire 
Department, and surrounding mu-
nicipalities. We provide mutual aid 
for Clay, Flagler and Putnam counties 
as well as St. Johns County munici-
palities, Florida Highway Patrol, and 
FWC. We have a great partnership 
with the city of Jacksonville as well. 
Since the closest US Coast Guard 
Search and Rescue is in Savannah, 
Georgia, we bolster their search and 
rescue attempts. We can get on the 
scene quicker in our area and drop a 
raft if necessary, but we can’t hoist up 
to our aircraft. We patrol 221 square 
miles of water in St. Johns County in 
addition to our 42 miles of beaches. 
We know lives are being saved because 
of our aviation unit.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions 
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. 
Also, our website, www.sjso.org has 
a wealth of resources, from alarm 
registration to Crime Stoppers to our 
Neighbors app.

Q A& with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick
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P r o  T r u m p
S e c u r e  t h e  B o r d e r
L o w e r  t h e  C o s t  o f  L i v i n g
4 0  Y e a r  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  C a r e e r
F o r m e r  S h e r i f f ,  S t  J o h n s  C o u n t y
F o r m e r  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e ,  C i t y  o f  S t  A u g u s t i n e
G u l f  W a r  V e t e r a n

/VoteShoarInfo@VoteShoar.com

VOTE TRUMP REPUBLICAN
DAVID SHOAR FOR STATE SENATE

A TRUSTED CONSERVATIVE LEADER
Looking Out For Us!

www.VoteShoar.com

Paid by David Shoar, Republican, for State Senate.

T R U M P  R E P U B L I C A N
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Q A& Q&A with St. Johns County School Board 
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Henry Dean approved nearly 30,000 homes in two terms
and Christian Whitehurst approved over 15,000 in one term.
Both tried to raise our sales tax.* Elect the Anns, Aug. 20.

Overcapacity roads. Overcrowded schools
that are no longer ranked #1 in the state.

Vote out the commissioners who are
overdeveloping our county.

Fl. Dept. of Ed.

Endorsed by the St. Johns County Republican Party. Slow the growth. Elect the Anns.

Challenging Whitehurst. Ann- 
Marie owned a thriving law firm.* 
Mom to 7, she is the proud wife of a 
retired police officer. Ann-Marie is 
exposing wasteful county spending.
*Admitted to practice law in WA only

Challenging Henry Dean. Ann has 
two sons in our schools and is a 
former businesswoman of 25 years. 
A current HOA board president, Ann 
helped win the fight against a wood 
burning polluter in our county.

VoteAnnTaylor.comElectAnn-Marie.com
Paid for by Ann-Marie Evans and Ann Taylor for St. Johns County Commissioners, Districts 1 and 5

*Homes/housing units per SJC BOCC
Agendas; PV Recorder 10/13/22; BOCC 2/15/22

Back to School Back to School Back to School Back to School 
Coming in August!

Contact Linda Gay
linda@�oridanewsline.com
904.607.5062

Guide

Q: Do you have an update on the 
new schools scheduled to open in 
2026?

A: Yes, we have received multiple bids 
for these two new K-8 schools, to be 
built in Nocatee and Silverleaf and 
open in time for the 2026 – 2027 
school year. The bids came in at ap-
proximately $61 million each. For 
comparison purposes, Pine Island 
Academy, which opened just three 
years ago, had a bid of $31 million. 
These new schools will be the same 
basic plan as Pine Island Academy, 
just adjusted for the footprint of the 

property. 

Q: What’s the latest on the school 
under construction in RiverTown?

A: This school is scheduled to open for 
the 2025 – 2026 school year. I was able 
to visit the construction site recently 
and observe the tilt wall construction 
in progress. It’s an engineering feat: 
workers form the walls on the ground 
and then a huge crane, capable of lift-
ing 300 tons, lifts the wall and puts it 
into a preformed trough. This holds the 
wall in place and then it is secured with 
big braces. It took less than an hour to 

pick up a wall and put it in the trough. 
We’ve used this methodology for a 
while to build our new schools; this is 
just the first time I could observe it in 
person. The construction of this school 
is coming along on schedule. 

Q: And finally with respect to new 
schools, what is the status of Trout 
Creek Academy and Lakeside Acad-
emy, due to open for the upcoming 
2024 – 2025 school year?

A: These two schools are almost if not 
fully staffed and administration should 
be moving in fairly soon. They are both 
scheduled to open in time for orienta-
tion in early August.

Q: With respect to all the construc-
tion, many schools still have por-
tables. Can you comment on why the 
district continues to lease them?

A: We continue to have a lot of re-
locatables because we can’t keep up 
with the growth despite these five new 
schools under construction. We choose 
to lease rather than purchase the relo-
catables, because if we purchase them, 
they would be listed on the individual 
school’s permanent capacity, which 
would hurt us in the long run in show-
ing need for more student stations. Ad-
ditionally, by leasing, we can move the 
relocatables if we want (and we do this 
sometimes) plus we can return them if 
they are no longer needed.

Q: What can you tell us about the 
upcoming budget process?

A: We will start our budget meetings 
in July and people will have ample 
opportunity to see the budget before 

we vote on it. We will have a public 
hearing on July 30 at 5:30 p.m. at the 
School Board Auditorium on Orange 
Street and another one on Sept. 10 
before our vote, which is scheduled 
for that same evening. The budget 
includes the tentative agreement the 
district has with the teachers’ and 
support staff unions. The agreement 
for teachers includes the teacher pay 
allocation from the state that the gov-
ernor has discussed so much as well as 
additional money from our district’s 
general fund. These agreements will 
be voted on for ratification in preplan-
ning in early August prior to the start 
of the school year and, if ratified, the 
School Board will vote on them at our 
meeting on Aug. 13.

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share with District 1?

A: We are pleased that most all of our 
schools are fully staffed for next year. 
We still do need all new students to 
be registered as soon as possible! Visit 
https://www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/
enrollment/ to learn what forms are 
needed and to register online. 

Finally, we are excited to have five 
swimmers from Bartram Trail High 
School and one runner from Creekside 
High School who will be attending the 
Olympic trials. We are certainly proud 
of their accomplishments.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.
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Monthly         ST  JOHNS.
Business Briefs

Call, click or stop by today 

Always a call
or click away

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Bus: 904-268-5522
jim@jimregister.com
www.jimregister.com

12058 San Jose Blvd Ste 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223-8669

Agent
Jim Register

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the 
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance 
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00005-00

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

5.40%
5.35%
5.20%

05/14/2024

Heather Wright

Financial Advisor

Mitch Wright

Financial Advisor

605 Sr 13n Ste 101 

Fruit Cove, FL 32259

904-230-3385

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 06/13/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured 

up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each 

account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject 

to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of 

CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover 

losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the 

distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and 

thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

Free class on Beneficial Ownership 
Information report to be held
Are you a small business owner and 
have not heard of this new requirement 
for Beneficial Ownership Information 
(BOI) Report? If so, join the Small 
Business Development Center (SBDC) 
of Florida for a workshop where Small 
Business Development Center business 
consultants will present an overview 
of why, how and when to file this new 
report.

Following the presentation about the 
new report, consultants will help busi-
ness owners. There will be computers 

and laptops available on site to fill out 
the report for those who do not bring 
their own laptop or tablet. Filing is 
simple, secure, and free of charge. Ben-
eficial ownership information reporting 
is not an annual requirement. Unless 
a company needs to update or correct 
information, a report only needs to be 
submitted once.

The event will be held at the St. Johns 
County Main Library, in the Meeting 
Room, at 1960 N. Ponce De Leon Blvd. 
on Friday, July 19 from 10 a.m. – 11 
a.m. The same workshop will be held 

at the Bartram Trail Branch Library, 60 
Davis Pond Blvd. on Thursday, Aug. 
1 from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. THere is no 
charge for the workshop; visit https://
sjcpls.org/event/beneficial-ownership-
report-requirements-for-small-business-
owners/ to register.

New financial advisor for local firm
Edward Jones Financial Advisor Mitch 
Wright has announced that a new finan-
cial advisor, Heather Wright, has joined 
his office in Fruit Cove on June 1, 2024.

“I am really looking forward to working 
with Mitch,” said Heather Wright. “I’ll 

have all the advantages of working with 
an experienced investment professional 
while getting to know local investors.”

Mitch Wright said, “I’m very impressed 
with Heather, and I’m sure our clients 
will be, too. Heather will help provide 
the high level of service investors in 
Fruit Cove have come to expect from 
us as we work to make a meaningful 
difference for our clients and our com-
munity.”

The branch office is located at 605 State 
Road 13N, Suite 101. 

Get your small business ready: Hurricane season is here 
By Allen Thomas, SBA Southeast Regional Administrator

The predictions for this hurricane 
season emphasize the need for pre-
paredness for small business owners. 
According to the National Oce-
anic and Atmospheric Administra-
tion (NOAA), the NOAA National 
Weather Service forecasters predict 
above-normal hurricane activity in the 
Atlantic basin this year. The outlook 
for the 2024 Atlantic hurricane season 
(June 1 to Nov.  30) predicts an 85 
percent chance of an above-normal 
season, a 10 percent chance of a 
near-normal season and a 5 percent 
chance of a below-normal season. The 
forecast includes a range of 17 to 25 
total named storms. Of those, eight to 
13 are forecast to become hurricanes 
(winds of 74 mph or higher), includ-

ing four to seven major hurricanes 
(category 3, 4 or 5; with winds of 111 
mph or higher). 

By taking proactive steps now, you can 
protect your small business from the 
devastating effects of natural disasters. 
Remember, the key to resilience is 
planning, preparation, and the ability 
to adapt swiftly to changing condi-
tions. Stay safe, stay informed, and 
make sure your business is ready to 
weather the storm.

The SBA is one of the first agencies 
on the ground after a natural disaster 
and we offer direct, low-interest loans 
to renters, homeowners, and small 
business owners. We know what it 
takes to rebuild a community and we 
are on the ground assisting from day 

one through recovery.

Steps to Prepare:

1) Assess the risk: Small business own-
ers should learn the unique  vulner-
abilities their business may face based 
on its location and other factors. 

2) Create a plan: Small business 
owners should create an easy-to-
access plan tailored to their business’s 
specific needs and operations. The 
SBA’s Preparedness Checklists provide 
a helpful framework. Plans should in-
clude important items such as remote 
work arrangements, a critical contacts 
list which includes local emergency 
services, utility companies, suppliers, 
and insurance providers. The pre-
paredness checklist includes reviewing 
your insurance coverage for your small 

business and many other items.

3) Execute your plan: Small business 
owners should review and practice 
their plan with staff to ensure every-
one is on the same page. By remaining 
proactive, small business owners can 
put themselves in a stronger position 
to recover and sustain themselves 
should disaster strike.  

The SBA’s Office of Disaster Resil-
ience and Recovery works closely with 
its federal, state, and local partners 
to ensure that all those affected by 
disasters — including homeowners, 
renters, and business owners — can 
get back on their feet.

Visit www.sba.gov for more informa-
tion. 

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®
Managing Director – Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner
Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value



Page 10 | The CreekLine July 2024

4th Generation Law Enforcement Officer
27 Year Career at the St. Johns County
Sheriff’s Office
Began as Reserve Deputy and promoted 
through the ranks to Lieutenant
Experience in every agency
department including:
SWAT Team - 13 Years
Dive Team - 8 Years
Bomb Squad - 6 Years

Lifesaving Award 
Combat Award 
3x Meritorious Service Award 
2x Sheriff’s Commendations
20 Year Commendation

Jim’s Experience and Leadership

Jim and his wife, Paula, live in the southern part of St. Johns with
their two horses and loyal pup Cadey. They enjoy attending

services at the historical First Baptist Church of Hastings. Paid by Jim Priester, Republican, for St. Johns County Sheriff.

Vote August 20th

Sunday Service 10:30 AM 
Unity Church for Creative Living 

2777 Race Track Road, St Johns, FL 32259

Reverend Yvonne McAndrew
Phone: 904.287.1505
www.UnityInJax.com

Unity offers a positive, practical, progressive approach to Christianity 
based on the teaching of Jesus and the power of prayer.

UCCL's Oct 5th Fall Festival 
is reaching out to vendors

interested in selling their goods
or promoting their business.

For Info Contact us at:
UCCLFallFestival@gmail.com

Consider being 
a Sponsor.

Newcomers of North St. 
Johns installs 2024 – 25 
executive board of directors
By Michele Oliver
mail@floridanewsline.com

Newcomers of North St. Johns in-
stalled its executive board of directors 
for 2024 – 25 at its May luncheon 
held at St. Johns Golf and Country 
Club.

Serving for the coming year are co-
presidents Priscilla Cobbs (King and 
Bear resident) and Michele Oliver 
(Fruit Cove Forest resident); co-vice 
presidents Jean Weller (Shearwater 
resident) and Suzy Catania (South 
Hampton resident); co-secretaries 
Denise Miller (Shearwater resident) 
and Carolyn Hamilton (South Hamp-
ton resident); and co-treasurers Kristen 

Cohen (Palencia resident) and Kathy 
Boyd (Del Webb Ponte Vedra resi-
dent).

Newcomers of North St. Johns was es-
tablished in April 2004 to offer people 
the opportunity to become acquainted 
with others while finding their place in 
the community. 

“Our club motto is ‘Friendship is a 
Gift to Be Shared With Others’ and 
we strive to be a very friendly, welcom-
ing group that offers many oppor-
tunities to enjoy social activities and 
help form life-long friendships,” said 
Co-President Priscilla Cobbs. “We’ve 
added a lot of new activities this 
season to include special social trips 

to the Jacksonville 
Symphony, a trip to 
Amelia Island and to 
enjoy a play in Flem-
ing Island.

We look forward to a 
great year ahead. We 
invite anyone from 
the St. Johns County 
neighborhoods inter-
ested in membership 
to join us.” 

Visit https://newcom-
ersofnorthstjohns.org 
to learn more about 
the organization and 
to join. 

By Rotarian Al Kalter
mail@floridanewsline.com

Each July, Rotary clubs around the 
world install new leaders to serve their 
clubs and communities for a one-year 
term. Locally, the presidency of the 
Rotary Club of Bartram Trail — Ju-
lington Creek passes from David 
Goldman to Molly Paxton. So let’s 
introduce our new club president.

A native Floridian, Molly Paxton was 
born and raised in Palm Beach, where 
she spent her formative years attend-
ing a small private school until 1993. 
Inspired by the 1989 film “Dead Poets 
Society,” she pursued English Educa-
tion at Stetson University in Deland, 
graduating  with a bachelor’s degree; 
however, after several years working as 
a high school English teacher, she real-
ized that she didn’t have the patience 
to spend all day with teenagers. She 
left the  profession in 1998 when she 
married her husband, Zeke, an active-
duty Army helicopter pilot  and West 
Point graduate. 

Their military life led them to vari-
ous postings, including Ft. Rucker in 
Alabama and Hunter Army Airfield 
in Savannah, Georgia, with Zeke also 
serving a year in South Korea while 
Molly cared for their young son back 
in the States. With frequent reloca-
tions making long-term employment a 
challenge, Molly adapted by engaging 
in diverse roles, from volunteering at  
libraries to writing product tags for a 
toy company and working part-time 
at Barnes & Noble. 

Upon Zeke’s military retirement, the 
family settled in Jacksonville, where 
Molly found her niche  as a product 
development manager at Advantus, 
a local consumer goods manufac-
turer. Her career took her across the 
globe, sourcing and introducing new 
products to the US market before she 
retired in 2022. Married 26 years in 
August, Molly and Zeke have raised 
two sons: Jonah, a University of 
Florida alumnus, and Luke, currently 
attending Stetson University, continu-
ing a family legacy. Their household 
also includes two rescue cats, Jazzy 
and Squeaks.  

Molly’s involvement with Rotary 
began in 2015 when her eldest son 
participated in the Rotary Youth 
Exchange program in Croatia. 
Despite COVID disrupting plans 
for their younger son’s exchange in 
Argentina, the Paxtons have hosted 
five exchange students from other 
countries. Molly officially joined 

Meet new Rotary Club president, Molly Paxton

Photo courtesy Gina Roberts

2024 – 25 executive board of directors: Suzy Catania, Denise Miller, Carolyn 
Hamilton, Kathy Boyd, Kristen Cohen, Michele Oliver and Priscilla Cobbs. Missing 

is Jean Weller. 

Photo courtesy Molly Paxton 

Zeke and Molly Paxton

Meet Molly Paxton cont. on pg. 15
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Endorsed by 
Governor Ron DeSantis

“I’m happy to endorse Tom Leek, a proven conservative, 
for the Florida Senate. In the Florida House, he has fought 
alongside us on the countless initiatives that have made 

Florida the freest state in the union. I look forward to 
continuing to work with him as District 7’s next Senator.”

VoteTomLeek.com

Voter Registration Information at VoteSJC.gov
Register to vote by July 22nd to be eligible to vote in the 

Tuesday, August 20th Republican Primary

VOTE FOR TOM LEEK 
IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY

FLORIDA STATE SENATE DISTRICT 7

Paid by Tom Leek, Republican, for State Senate

THE REAL CONSERVATIVE FOR
ST. JOHNS COUNTY

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE

TOM LEEK
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Briefs

Protect

Proud Conservative Republican
Proven Record of Land Conservation 
Supports Small Business & Economic Growth
Stands with Our Veterans & First Responders
Backs Our Tourism Industry
Led Effort to Protect Our Beaches
Invested in Infrastructure to Fix Our Roads
Held Developers Accountable
Slowed the Growth

Scan to 
Learn More

Paid by Henry Dean, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

Proudly
Endorsed By:

St. Johns

 

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Introducing Oticon INTENTTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon INTENTTM helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for 
better speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

• FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to tr y Oticon INTENT  TMRISK FREE

Summer Volunteer Blast-Off
RSVP of St. Johns County and the St. 
Johns County School District will host 
a volunteer orientation on Tuesday, July 
23 for individuals interested in learn-
ing more about tutoring and mentoring 
students in our county. 

“We will be sharing strategies with 
volunteers who are currently serving and 
those who are interested in volunteer-
ing,” said Cheryl Freeman, director of 
RSVP of St. Johns County.

The conference will take place 9 a.m. 
– 11 a.m. For more information and 
to register, contact Cheryl Freeman at 
Cheryl.Freeman@stjohns.k12.fl.us or 
(904) 547-3952.

Hospital opens new emergency center 
for adults and children in St. Augustine
In response to the growing need for 
high-quality emergency care in rapidly 
expanding St. Johns and Flagler coun-
ties, Baptist Health has opened the 
Baptist/Wolfson Children’s ER and 
Imaging Center in St. Augustine. The 
new 23,879 square-foot emergency care 

facility is at the junction of Interstate 95 
and State Road 16 at 461 Outlet Mall 
Blvd. The center will serve the thriving 
communities in Flagler County as well 
as in St. Johns County, which is the 
fourth fastest-growing county in Florida, 
according to U.S. Census statistics.

“With the rapid growth in our region, 
it’s critical that we’re meeting the rising 
demand for convenient access to the 
right care in the right setting,” said 
Michael A. Mayo, DHA, FACHE, 
president and chief executive officer of 
Baptist Health. “The opening of our 
new St. Augustine ER and imaging cen-
ter for adults and children underscores 
our commitment to providing conve-
nient access to high-quality emergency 
care for the whole family.”

Two emergency centers are housed 
within the facility: a Baptist Emergency 
Center for adults and a Wolfson Chil-
dren’s Emergency Center for kids from 
birth to age 17. The new children’s 
emergency center is fully equipped to 
care for the specific medical needs of 
children, with special pediatric protocols 

and emergency teams skilled in han-
dling serious pediatric health conditions 
that may arise from seemingly minor 
symptoms.

The center also features an imaging 
center for adults and children, outfitted 
with the latest technology to provide the 
community with X-rays, ultrasounds, 
CT scans, mammography and bone 
density screenings closer to home.

Switzerland Point teacher to compete in 
Miss Florida USA
Callie Johnson will compete in the 
Miss Florida USA pageant from July 
5 – 7 in Coral Springs. Johnson is cur-
rently the reigning Miss Jacksonville 
USA, and a full-time teacher in English 
Language Arts (ELA) for seventh grade 
students at Switzerland Point Middle 
School. She also owns and operates 
Callie’s Collection Cakes and Confec-
tions as a cottage industry baker based 
in Jacksonville.

Johnson, 27, began her professional 
career in Jacksonville and St. Johns 
County focusing on retail, food, 
non-profit programs, events, and 
administration. Johnson developed her 
intensive interest in pageantry while 
her mother was the pageant director 
at Creekside High School. Johnson 
was inspired by a mentor to follow 
and compete in the Florida Forestry 
pageants. She served as a state title 
holder within that organization three 

times as Teen Miss Florida Forestry, 
Miss Florida Turpentine, and Miss 
Florida Forestry, where she honed her 
interview and communication skills. 
She became involved in community 
volunteering at Ronald McDonald 
House Charities, raising awareness for 
the Florida Forest Service, and appear-
ances at local elementary schools to 
read to students.

Johnson attended elementary, middle 
and high schools in St. Johns County. 
She holds a Bachelor of Arts degree 
in Strategic Communications from 
Jacksonville University and a Master 
of Science degree in Communication 
Management from the University of 
North Florida in Jacksonville. She was 
active in Alpha Delta Pi sorority, public 
relations organizations, and cheerleading 
in college. She is a Certified Develop-
ment Executive with NANOE (Na-
tional Association of Nonprofit Organi-
zations and Executives) and a Certified 
Wedding and Event Planner (CWP). 
Johnson currently volunteers for a vari-
ety of faith-based activities which help 
women and children, and she mentors 
young women with interests in pageant 
competitions.

Photo courtesy Baptist Health

Baptist/Wolfson Children’s ER and Imaging Center in St. 
Augustine. 

Photo courtesy Delisa Keller with DKellerDesigns Photography

Callie Johnson.



The CreekLine July 2024 | Page 13

Flag rescue program cont. from pg. 1

Get to KnowGet to Know  . . .. . .

travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Brandy Lewis

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at  editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Brandy Lewis

Brandy Lewis.

Brandy Lewis is a self-described 
“outdoors girl,” which she credits to 
her childhood in Middleburg, near 
Jennings Forest. “We lived down 
a one-mile dirt road,” she said. A 
multi-year age gap between her and 
two older sisters gave her plenty 
of time to play outside and con-
tributed to her current passion for 
gardening and being outdoors. Ini-
tially intending to study to become 
a teacher after she graduated from 
Middleburg High School, she said 
that “life happened” and she went 
into sales instead because that’s 
where the money was. After a series 
of sales jobs, her entrepreneurial 
spirit eventually led her to open her 
own commercial real estate broker-
age firm, Platinum Realty Group. 
Recently, she was recognized as 
the Small Business Leader of the 
Year for the Arlington chapter of 
the Jacksonville Chamber of Com-
merce for her work in that area. She 
and her husband Michael have a 
blended family of two 21-year-old 
sons, a 17-year-old daughter and a 
seven-year-old son. The family lives 
in St. Johns with two rescue pups 
and a rescue cat — and they spend 
as much time as possible on the St. 
Johns River on their bass boat. 

Q: What types of sales jobs have 
you had and what is appealing to 
you about sales?

A: My first sales job was selling ad-
vertisements on the back of register 
receipts for a retail store. Then I 
sold advertisements for Money Pages 

before I moved on to selling IT 
managed services. I like the aspect of 
talking to people and learning about 
them. Also, I have the ability to not 
take a “no” personally.

Q: What made you go into com-
mercial real estate?

A: It was actually one of my cold 
calls for the IT managed services 
that brought me to commercial real 
estate. The potential client asked me 
if I had ever thought about selling 
real estate; I had always thought of 
residential real estate, which I wasn’t 
interested in. But he opened my eyes 
to commercial and since I’m very 
business minded, this became “it” for 
me. I like to help set other people’s 
businesses up for success by helping 
them get the best location for their 
business. In 2018, I opened Plati-

num Realty Group and now 
have a staff of six in sales.

Q: What do you like best 
about your career and what 
do you find to be the most 
challenging aspect?

A: I like the flexibility of 
my schedule to be able to be 
with my family, in addition 
to helping my clients. As 
for the most challenging, I 
would say it’s name recogni-
tion. In the commercial real 
estate industry, my firm is 
considered “boutique” and 
sometimes it’s tough to com-
pete with the big firms whose 
names are so well known. 
But once we have a client, 
we’re more hands-on and 
can provide better customer 
service with our successful 
approach.

Q: How did you meet your hus-
band?

A: Michael and I worked together 
at one point when I was a bartender 
and he was a regional manager at a 
restaurant. We both ended up leaving 
the company when we realized we 
wanted to explore our relationship. 
We’ve been married for 10 years.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
spare time?

A: We all love the outdoors. We go 
hiking locally and on camping trips 
in our camper. If we can be on the 
river in our boat, we are there. We 
enjoy fishing — in fact our littlest 
one recently caught a seven-pound 
bass from our backyard! We also love 
to entertain and I’ve been told my 
claim to fame is that I make a master 
charcuterie board!

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

September 14׀ July 13 ׀ August 10

7/31/24

proposed and was given permission to 
initiate an effort to establish public ac-
cess for collecting and properly retiring 
old and worn American flags. A pilot 
program commenced in December 2019 
with collection boxes donated by WSOS 
radio station owner Kevin Geddings. The 
community’s response has been incred-
ible. More than 11,000 flags have been 
gathered to date.”

Benjamin explained that the VFW Post 
2391 in St. Augustine conducts the offi-
cial decommission ceremonies, and seven 
retired veterans have enlisted to monitor 
and maintain the various collection sites.  

A proclamation in recognition and 
support of the American Flag Rescue 
Program spearheaded by the Solid Waste 
Division of the St. Johns County Public 
Works Department was presented at the 
June 18 meeting of the St. Johns County 
Board of County Commissioners.

There are American Flag Rescue Program 
flag drop-off locations throughout the 
community, including county libraries, 
annexes, and every Ace Hardware store 
in St. Johns County. Visit https://www.
sjcfl.us/outreach/#flag for a complete list 
of locations.
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Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919  

for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

(904) 502-0891

Driveways
Pavers
Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

Walkways
Concrete Removal
Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

CREATIVE MARCITE inc. 
Complete Pool Renovations & Remodeling

Quality workmanship -  47 years  exper ience

Serving FRUIT COVE, St Johns and Duval County
State Lic. # RP0025273

Call today to schedule
a free consultation

904-349-7837
904-287-3933

Pure Joy Support Services
Caring for You, Wherever You Call Home!

At Pure Joy Support Services, we provide compassionate 
and professional care tailored to your needs. As a private CNA 

and Medicaid/Medicare provider, we specialize in:
� Personal Support Services
� Companion Care
� Home Health Services
� Transportation and so much more! 

Our dedicated team is here to assist 
the elderly and disabled, ensuring 
comfort and joy in every moment.

Schedule a FREE consultation today!

Call us at (904) 524-2638 
or find us on Google by searching "Pure Joy Support Services"

The Helpful Handyman

∙ Luxury vinyl flooring
∙ Interior/exterior painting
∙ Kitchen/bath remodels
∙ Custom carpentry
∙ Drywall install/repair

∙ Interior remodeling
∙ Tile install/repair
∙ Door/hardware install
∙ Wood rot repair
∙ And more!

Jan Lindahl 904-705-2382
www.TheHelpfulHandymanJan.com

Licensed and Insured 

35+ Years Experience
Free Estimates
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AUTOS WANTED
D o n a t e  Yo u r  C a r 
to Veterans Today! 
Help and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8
HEALTH & FITNESS
V I A G R A  a n d  C I A-
L I S  U S E R S !  5 0 
Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00.  100% 
g u a ra n te e d .  24 / 7 
C A L L  N O W !  8 8 8 -
4 4 5 - 5 9 2 8  H a b l a -
m o s  E s p a ñ o l
D enta l  insuranc e 
f r o m  P h y s i c i a n s 
Mutual  Insurance 
C o m p a n y .  C o v -
e r a g e  f o r  4 0 0 + 
pro c e dure s .  R ea l 
dental insurance - 
not just a discount 
p l a n .  G e t  y o u r 
f re e   In format ion 
K i t  w i t h  d e t a i l s ! 
1 - 8 5 5 - 5 2 6 - 1 0 6 0 
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p -
lus.com/ads #6258
Atte n t i o n  o x y g e n 
t h e r a p y  u s e r s ! 
D i s c o v e r  o x y g e n 
therapy that moves 
with you with Ino-
gen Por table Oxy-
gen Concentrators. 
F r e e  i n f o r ma t i o n 
kit . 1-866-47 7-9045
HOME SERVICES

A ging Roof ?  New 
H o m e o w n e r ? 

G o t  S t o r m  D a m -
a g e?  Yo u  n e e d  a 
loca l  e x per t  pro -
vider that proudly 
s t a n d s  b e h i n d 
t h e i r  w o r k .  Fa s t , 
f ree est imate .  F i -
nancing available. 
Call 1-888-878-9091
W a t e r  d a m a g e 
c l ea n up :  A  sma l l 
a m o u n t  o f  wa t e r 
c a n  c a u s e  ma j o r 
d a m a g e  t o  y o u r 
home. Our trusted 
professionals  dr y 
out wet areas & re-
pair to protect your 
family & your home 
va l u e !  C a l l  24 / 7 : 
1 - 8 8 8 - 8 7 2 - 2 8 0 9 . 
H a v e  z i p  c o d e !
Professional lawn 
ser vice:  Fer t i l iza-
tion, weed control, 
seeding,  aerat ion 
&  m o s q u i to  c o n-
t ro l .  Ca l l  now for 
a  f ree quote .  A sk 
about our f irst ap-
pl icat ion special ! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 6 0 6 - 6 7 7 7
MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G e n e ra c  H o m e 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It ’s not 

j u s t  a  g e n e ra to r. 
It ’s a power move.
E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c leaning forever ! 
LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFil ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936
Bath & shower up-
date s  in  as  l i t t l e 
as  1  day !  A f f o rd -
a b l e  p r i c e s  -  N o 
p a y m e n t s  f o r  1 8 
months!  L i fet ime 
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Se-
nior & military dis-
c ount s  ava i lab le . 
1 - 8 7 7 - 5 4 3 - 9 1 8 9
B e c o m e  a  p u b -
l ished author.  We 
want to read your 
b o o k !  D o r r a n c e 
Publishing trusted 
s i n c e  1 9 2 0 .  C o n -
sultation, produc-
t ion,  promotion & 
d i s t r i b u t i o n .  C a l l 
f o r  f r e e  a u t h o r ’s 
g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7-7 2 9 -

4998 or visi t  dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads
Get DISH Satell i te 
TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
U p g r a d e ,  8 0 , 0 0 0 
On-D e ma n d  Mo v-
i e s ,  P l u s  L i m i te d 
Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call To-
day! 1-866-479-1516
S a f e  S t e p .  N o r t h 
America’s #1 Walk-
i n  t u b .  C o m p r e -
h e n s i v e  l i f e t i m e 
warrant y.  Top - o f-
the - l ine  ins ta l la-
t ion  and ser v ic e . 
Now featuring our 
free shower pack-
a g e  &  $ 1 6 0 0  o f f 
- l imited time! Fi-
nancing available. 
1 - 8 5 5 - 4 1 7 - 1 3 0 6
We s l e y  F i na n c ia l 
Group,  LLC  T ime -
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t s O v e r 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 
t imeshare debt  & 
fees cancel led in 
2019. Get free info 
p a c k a g e  &  l e a r n 
how to  ge t  r id  o f 
y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
F r e e  c o n s u l t a -

t i o n s .  O v e r  4 5 0 
po s i t i ve  re v iew s . 
8 3 3 - 3 0 8 - 1 9 7 1
DIRECT V Stream - 
C a r r i e s  t h e  m o s t 
local MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$ 8 9 . 9 9 / m o  f o r  12 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
H B O  M a x  i n c l u d -
ed for  3  mos (w/
Choice Package or 
h i g h e r. )  N o  c o n -
t r a c t  o r  h i d d e n 
fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 
1 - 8 6 6 - 8 5 9 - 0 4 0 5
D i a g n o s e d  w i t h 
lung cancer & 65+? 
Yo u  m a y  q u a l i f y 
f o r  a  su b s t a n t ia l 
c a s h  a w a r d .  N o 
obl igat ion!  We’ ve 
recovered millions. 
L e t  u s  h e l p !  C a l l 
24/7 1-87 7-707-5707
Replace your roof 
w/the best looking 
& longest  las t ing 
material steel from 
Er ie  Me ta l  Roof s! 
3  s t y les  & mul t i -
p l e  c o l o r s  ava i l -
ab le .  Guarante e d 
to last  a l i fe t ime! 

L i m i te d  T i m e  O f -
fer  up to  50% of f 
install + Addition-
a l  10% o f f  ins ta l l 
(military, health & 
1 s t  r e s p o n d e r s . ) 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 7 0 - 1 2 3 4
Ja c u z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install a 
new, custom bath 
o r  s h o w e r  i n  a s 
l i t t le  as  one  day. 
For a limited time, 
waving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply. 
Subject to change 

and vary by dealer.) 
Offer ends 6/30/24. 
Call 1-844-501-3208
Don’ t let the stairs 
limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on 
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall 
or wants to regain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r 
ent i re  home.  Cal l 
AmeriGlide today! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5
H o m e  b r e a k - i n s 
take less than 60 

s e c o n d s .  D o n ’ t 
wait! Protect your 
family, your home, 
y o u r  a s s e t s  n o w 
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951
MobileHelp Amer-
ica’s premier mo-
bile medical aler t 
s y s t e m .  W h e t h e r 
y o u ’ r e  h o m e  o r 
away.  F o r  s a f e t y 
& peace o f  mind. 
N o  l o n g  t e r m 
c o n t r a c t s !  F r e e 
b r o c h u r e !  C a l l 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

Job Finder July:
Do you want to prepare quality meals, grow your career and enjoy top-tier 
benefits? Come work with us! River Garden is currently seeking a COOK 
to join our dining services team. Call HR 904-886-8437

GIVE US A CALL TODAY!
HARMLESS BAT 

REMOVAL

BAT-PROOF 
& CLEAN UP

FULL ATTIC 
RESTORATION

10-YEAR WARRANTY

888-255-9950thebatguysbatremoval.com

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Rotary in 2018, along with her  
husband, although they enjoy being 
members of separate clubs for the dif-
fering opportunities and perspectives. 
As she approaches her sixth year as 
a Rotarian, Molly’s commitment to 
community engagement through 
Rotary remains steadfast.

Q: What do you see as the purpose 
of Rotary, both locally and glob-
ally?  

Molly: To me, Rotary’s purpose is all 
about reconnecting with our human-
ity. Rotary reminds us that every 
action counts. It’s about making a 
positive difference, no matter how big 
or small, because ultimately, we’re all 
in this together. Life’s short, so let’s 
spend it lifting each other up and 
making the world a better place for 
everyone. 

Q: What goals do you have for your 
year as club president?  

Molly: My main goal as club president 
is to ensure that every member feels 
fulfilled and valued in their Rotary 

experience. We’re a diverse group, 
each with our own reasons for join-
ing, whether it’s community service, 
networking, or simply enjoying 
camaraderie. Another of my goals is 
to increase our visibility in the com-
munity.  

Q: What should people know about 
our Rotary Club?  

Molly: The Rotary Club of Bartram 
Trail — Julington Creek is not just 
a breakfast meeting group. Our club 
is a lively group of friends who are 
passionate about making a difference, 
both locally and globally. Whether 
it’s organizing social events, tackling 
community projects, or leading global 
grant initiatives, we’re united by our 
commitment to Rotary’s core value of 
“Service Above Self.” 

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail – 
Julington Creek meets every Thursday 
morning from 7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
at Westminster Woods on Juling-
ton Creek. Guests and prospective 
members are always welcome. Visit 
www.bartramtrailrotary.org for more 
information.

Meet Molly Paxton cont. from pg. 10 A historic transformation 
begins at America’s  
First Parish
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

In a landmark effort to preserve and 
enhance a cornerstone of Florida’s 
Catholic heritage, the rectory of 
America’s First Parish at 38 Cathe-
dral Place in St. Augustine is set to 
undergo a $4 million renovation. This 
project aims to modernize the historic 
rectory, ensuring safety and efficiency 
for those who serve its community of 
parishioners and countless tourists.

For nearly 60 years, the rectory has 
been the heartbeat of the Catholic 
faith in St. Augustine. Built in 1965 
by Archbishop Joseph P. Hurley 
during a period of rapid growth 
in the Diocese of St. Augustine, 
the 14,000-square-foot rectory has 
housed numerous priests, including 
the current resident’s Father John 
Tetlow, pastor, Father Mac Hill, Fa-
ther Ignatius Yeruva, and occasionally 
Bishop Erik Pohlmeier. Nicknamed 
the “Hurley Hilton,” it once served 
as a dormitory for the many priests 
recruited by Archbishop Hurley to 
support new parishes statewide.

Despite several pastors recognizing 
the need for renovation, financial 
constraints and other church mainte-
nance priorities deferred the project 
for many years. Now, with critical 

repairs becoming unavoidable, Father 
Tetlow has taken action.

“I cannot, in good faith, ignore the 
urgency of this project any longer,” he 
said. “These renovations need to hap-
pen now while we can address them 
proactively.”

The planned renovation aims to 
respect the rectory’s historical and 
architectural heritage while upgrad-
ing essential systems. A significant 
portion of the budget addresses the 
original 1965 electrical, plumbing 
and windows, and also the HVAC 
issues that have caused ongoing leaks 
and air-quality problems. Additional-
ly, the floor plan will be reconfigured 
and expanded to separate the priest’s 
living quarters from the parish office 
and ministry spaces. Jacksonville 
contractor Auld & White has been 
selected for the construction, slated 
to begin in early July and expected to 
last eight months.

St. Augustine holds a special place in 
American history, with the first parish 
Mass on American soil celebrated 
here in 1565. Today, America’s First 
Parish serves nearly 1,000 families 
and welcomes a quarter of a million 
visitors annually from around the 
world.

Advertise in the next issue
Call or email today!

Linda Gay
(904) 607-5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

$5.00 off
any purchase of $25 or more

Beer
& Wine

Available

Willie Jewell’s Old School Bar-B-Q
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 7/31/2024.

No cash value. Dine-In and Take-Out only. One coupon per Customer.

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH, UBER EATS, AND GRUB HUB!

Ah, such comfortable weather we have 
in the month of July. High humidity 
and daytime temperatures rarely dip 
below 90. A glorious time to venture 
outside. I’m hoping you could sense the 
sarcasm as I write this, but with all the 
heat and humidity comes hot fishing. 

I recall writing similar things just last 
year about the struggle to find comfort-
able times and places to fish this time 
of year. Comfort for us might also be 
better fishing as well. Early and late, 
deep water, and shade all being positive 
things to improve the chances of catch-
ing fish and the length of time you can 
pursue them. 

Shrimp have trickled into the river 
and this month we should be happy 
to have fewer throws of the cast net to 
make for a day’s fishing. Fishing them 
under docks and area bridges can catch 
just about everything in the river right 
now — stripers, redfish, flounder, and 
sheepshead just to name a few. Present-
ing them with jig heads, floats, and free 
lined will all work, but few methods 

catch everything like the jig head. You 
can experiment with different colors 
but chartreuse always has a place in my 
jig head collection. I use either a ⅛ oz. 
or ¼ oz. depending on the size of the 
shrimp, depth of the water, and speed 
of the current. I want the shrimp to 
reach the bottom, but I don’t want it 
to sink too fast since a lot of fish like to 
hit it as it falls. I also don’t spend a ton 
of money on them since you’re bound 
to lose some jig heads to fish around 
structure. If you rig the shrimp on the 
hook just right, you’ll rarely get snagged 
except on crab traps. Pass the hook 
through the shrimp from top to bottom 
near the tail and then twist the hook 
around and bury it into the bottom of 
the shrimp near its head or mid section. 
Don’t let the hook point poke through 
the top of the shrimp since that’s what 
makes it almost snag proof. I hope the 
short description helps, but if not send 
me an email and I’ll send you a picture 
or diagram to explain it better. Give 
it a try this month and be sure to stay 
hydrated out there. Tight lines.

Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

with regularly scheduled story time, 
book club, and STEM programs. 
Patrons are encouraged to stop by any 
of the six St. Johns County Public 
Library branches and enjoy various 
programs that offer:

• Camping-themed family fun, in-
cluding games, scavenger hunts, story 
time, and more.

• Fun for the whole family at various 
movie matinees. 

• Educational and up-close experienc-
es with nature presented by partner 
organizations, including Marineland, 

Wild Wonders, Guana Tolomato 
Matanzas National Estuarine Re-
search Reserve, and the Jacksonville 
Zoo and Gardens.

• Nature Detective workshops hosted 
by the Garden Club of St. Augustine 
explore the world of monarch but-
terflies. 

• Magic shows with Magician Mark 
Alan.

• Arts, crafts, and trivia.

Visit https://sjcpls.org/adventure-
begins-at-your-library-summer-
reading-program-2024 for more 
information.

Summer reading  cont. from pg. 1
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If you were a billionaire, what would 
you do with your money? Alice Wal-
ton, daughter of Walmart founder Sam 
Walton, is one of the richest women in 
the world. She decided to collect Ameri-
can art and build a museum to show-
case it in her hometown, Bentonville, 
Arkansas. The little city in the Ozark 
Mountains has a population of around 
55,000. Alice Walton wanted to make 
great works of American art accessible 
to the public, particularly in a region 
that lacked major cultural institutions. 
Her vision was not just about housing 
art but creating a space where art and 
nature coexist harmoniously.

She succeeded! The Crystal Bridges Mu-
seum of American Art is like no other 
art gallery I’ve toured; it’s a really stun-
ning and fun space. I found attractive 
wood and glass buildings surrounded 
by ponds that bring the outdoors in. 
Walkers and bikers enjoy five miles of 
trails on 120 acres, including outdoor 
sculptures.

I wandered through five centuries of 
galleries featuring masterpieces like 
Gilbert Stuart’s portrait of George 
Washington, Norman Rockwell’s Rosie 
the Riveter, Georgia O’Keeffe’s painting 
White Flower, which was purchased in 
2014 for $44.4 million, Chihuly glass 
chandeliers, and Andy Warhol pop art. 
I entered the “Infinity Mirrored Room,” 
being thrown off balance by dancing 
spots of light and reflections. Best of all, 

the museum is free. 

A visit to the world-class Crystal Bridges 
Museum would be enough to bring one 
to Bentonville, but downtown offers 
much more. The Momentary, a former 
cheese factory, houses an extension of 
more contemporary art installations. 
These provocative and whimsical pieces 
are shown on a rotating basis. The Mo-
mentary also includes a coffee house, a 
Tower Bar with the city’s best views, and 
live music performances. 

I also visited the Museum of Native 
American History (MONAH), founded 
by David Bogle, a member of the 
Cherokee Nation. The museum aims 
to preserve and promote an under-
standing of Native American cultures 
from prehistoric times to the present 
through artifacts, textiles, and artworks. 
I especially liked a collection of historic 
handmade dolls and the Hopi tribe’s 
Kachina figures. 

Bentonville holds Walmart’s headquar-
ters, so naturally, you’ll find the Walmart 
Museum. Located in Sam Walton’s origi-
nal 5 & 10 store on the town square, the 
museum chronicles Walmart’s rise from 
a single-dime store to a global retail gi-
ant. The Interactive exhibits, a hologram 
of Sam, and historical artifacts provide a 
likable experience. End your visit with a 
treat from the old-fashioned soda foun-
tain. To me, Bentonville’s main square 
resembled a Normal Rockwell painting 

of a typical small American town. 

Bentonville, known as the Mountain 
Bike Capital of the World, offers cyclists 
the impressive Coler Mountain Bike 
Preserve and Slaughter Pen Trails. Find 
umpteen miles of trails from beginner to 
expert.

Bentonville played a significant role in 
the Civil War, culminating in the Battle 
of Bentonville, one of the largest battles 
fought in the state. Visitors can explore 
the Pea Ridge National Military Park 
and the Benton County Courthouse, 
which served as a Union hospital during 
the war.

I spent one night (not enough) at the 
21c Museum Hotel in the heart of 
Bentonville, within easy walking dis-
tance of the attractions and restaurants. 

This boutique establishment blends 
an immersive modern art experience 
with luxury accommodations. I found 
life-size green penguins, the hotel 
trademark, scattered about. Placing one 
outside a door or elevator lets you make 
another traveler laugh. Breakfast in the 
Hive restaurant was outstanding. 

I’d never heard of Bentonville or been 
to Arkansas before my recent trip 
(combined with Little Rock), but I can 
honestly say I’d love to return. I’d spend 
more time in the museums and enjoy 
the small-town feel and fine restaurants. 

If you go: Visitbentonville.com

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Bentonville, Arkansas: 
Artful adventures will 
surprise youTravelTravel

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Crystal Bridges Museum of American Art.
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GardeningGardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Drought and heat: What’s next?

connection topossibilities

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by  
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Scan code to visit RiverGarden.org 
or call us at 904.886.8420.

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care 

following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request 

the best. During your stay, our top priorities are to help you 

regain your best quality of life, maximize your independence, 

and connect you back to your best health.

• Spacious therapy center 

• Individualized treatment plans 

• Specialized therapists 

• Available 7 days a week 

• Green, lush campus

I’m writing this on June 12, and there 
has been no appreciable rain in my area 
for several weeks. Without an irrigation 
system, it has been tricky to keep plants 
going. But if this is a foretaste of things 
to come, it will be useful to see what 
survives and what perishes. Anything 
that is lost in the excessive heat we’ve 
been experiencing won’t be replaced 
unless I install a low volume irrigation 
system for selected areas. And I shall aim 
to group plants according to their need 
for water, which is a standard require-
ment when choosing the Right Plant for 
the Right Place.

I have been watering my favorite 
shrubs with a hose. The few perennials 
I planted, in anticipation of rain, have 
needed water nearly every day. Unfor-
tunately, once our sandy soil dries up it 
is difficult to rehydrate and water can 
simply run off. It’s worth repeating that 
adding organic matter regularly and 
using two to three inches of mulch to 
conserve moisture does help. Clearly I 
need to try harder!

For people who have lawns, the lack 
of rain has been difficult. The sum-
mer watering schedule of twice a week 
is usually adequate to keep a healthy 
well-established lawn going through dry 
times, but especially if turf is accus-
tomed to being over watered it probably 
won’t adjust very easily to lack of rain 
and high temperatures. Turf only needs 
watering when it begins to show at least 
one of the following signs of stress: grass 
blades become slightly blue and begin 
to fold, and footprints in the grass don’t 
spring back quickly. It’s also important 
not to mow a lawn too short. Standard 
St. Augustine grass should be three-and-
a-half to four-inches high to encour-
age healthy deep roots. Other species 
have their recommended heights so it’s 
important to know which grass you are 
dealing with. 

It’s a shame when people don’t appreci-
ate the best ways to take care of their 

lawns. Replacing turf is costly, and 
overuse of water is wasteful, considering 
most of us use potable water for irriga-
tion. Even an irrigation system that runs 
off a well uses precious groundwater. If 
you need detailed advice, check out this 
article: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publica-
tion/ep236. It covers all you need to 
know to take care of a lawn successfully 
and sustainably. 

Working outside in the heat can be 
downright dangerous. Try to work early 
in the day. Take care to drink plenty of 
water, slather on the sunscreen, and rest 
indoors or at least in the shade to cool 
down when you get weary. For more 
information, visit https://gardeningso-
lutions.ifas.ufl.edu/care/weather/heat-
safety/

It’s also a difficult time for our backyard 
birds. One of my favorite species, the 
brown thrasher, really seems to enjoy 
bathing in our bird bath, but they all 
need access to clean water. It is impor-
tant to clean a birdbath regularly as 
algae grows quickly in the heat and the 
water doesn’t stay fresh for long.

The new flower bed outside our kitchen 
window is doing well, but as the plants 
were installed only recently, they need 
watering until they’re established. The 
manyflower beardtongue (Penstemon 
multiflorus) is living up to its reputation 
as a food source for hummingbirds. In 
among bunch grasses and teamed up 
with white wandflower (Gaura lind-
heimeri) the effect is lovely.

As for what we can expect after this 
horribly dry period, we only need look 
at what happened recently in central 
and south Florida, where some areas 
experienced up to 20 inches of rain in 
two days. We may well be dealing with 
similar conditions before the summer 
is out. Let’s hope the hurricane season 
won’t be as bad as predicted.  

Watering restrictions:  
What you need to know
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District’s watering restrictions 
are designed to ensure the efficient use 
of water for landscape irrigation. The 
restrictions allow enough water to main-
tain healthy landscapes year-round.

The mandatory restrictions specify the 
time when watering may occur, the 
amount of water that may be applied, 
and the days when watering may occur 
for residential and nonresidential loca-
tions. These days depend on whether 
the address ends in an odd or even 
number, and on the time of year.

During Daylight Saving Time, homes 
with odd numbered or no addresses 

should water on Wednesdays and Satur-
days, while homes with even numbered 
addresses should water on Thursdays 
and Sundays

During Eastern Standard Time, homes 
with odd numbered or no addresses 
should water on Saturday, while homes 
with even numbered addresses should 
water on Sunday.

In all cases, homeowners should water 
only when needed and not between 10 
a.m. and 4 p.m. Also, water for no more 
than one hour per zone. Restrictions ap-
ply to private wells and pumps, ground 
or surface water and water from public 
and private utilities.

Visit https://waterlessflorida.com/ for 
more information.

Your Local Dance Experts

Adults-Teens-Kids
Beginner to Advanced 
Private and Group lessons

Call today to schedule your
FREE 

30 Minute 
Lesson!

Venue Rental

Visit our online Calendar and 
Class Schedule at 

www.AABDance.com

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Ask About our
Wedding Packages

Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events
200 person capacity – 4,000 Sq ft
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...BEGINS WITH CLEAN AIR!

A HEALTHY HOME...

...BEGINS WITH CLEAN HOME!

3 Rooms for
CARPET CLEANING

$147
AREA RUG CLEANING

FREE
& GET 4TH ROOM 

CLEANED FOR

25% OFF

(904) 682-9335
Call or Book Online Today!

www.zerorez.com/jacksonville

$100 OFF
AIR DUCT CLEANING

PROMO CODE: 
PROMO CODE:  

PROMO CODE: 

A CLEAN HOME...

7,000+
5-Star Google ReviewsNADCA Certified

Certification # 12773541
CRI Certified Platinum

A Smarter, Lasting CleanTM For All Your Surfaces

AIR100

RUG25

FREEROOM
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NOW OPEN

COMING SOON

© Baptist Health 2024

Baptist/Wolfson Children’s Emergency & Imaging Centers 
Baptist Clay: 1771 Baptist Clay Drive, Fleming Island

North: 11250 Baptist Health Drive, Jacksonville

Oakleaf: 9868 Family Place, Jacksonville

Baptist South: 14550 Old St. Augustine Road, Jacksonville

Town Center: 4085 Town Center Parkway, Jacksonville

Wolfson Children’s Hospital: 800 Prudential Drive, Jacksonville

St. Augustine: 461 Outlet Mall Boulevard, St. Augustine

Nassau Crossing: East of I-95 on State Road 200 in Yulee 

When it’s your child and it’s an emergency, you want the best care available, close 
to home. Wolfson Children’s Emergency Centers give you and your family the 
convenience of a full-service children’s ER with a dedicated team of emergency 
physicians, nurses and other caregivers.

Learn more about Wolfson Children’s family of ERs at WolfsonChildrens.com/ER.

The area’s No. 1 choice for 
children’s emergency care.

Baptist Medical Center South


