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BFF Best Furry Friend

What you need to 
know about the new 
texting and driving law
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

JULY 2019 Volume 19 Issue 7

On July 1, Florida joins most of the 
rest of the nation by enacting a law 
making texting and driving illegal. 
Previously a secondary offense, the 
new law makes this a primary of-
fense and allows law enforcement to 
pull over drivers for texting without 
committing another offense such as 
speeding. Fines for texting and driving 
will be about $116 and three points 
can be assessed to a driver’s license, 
according to St. Johns County Sher-
iff’s Office NW District Commander 
Kevin Cronin.

Cronin said the law does not permit 
drivers to do anything with manipu-
lating alpha/numeric digits on a phone 
or sending / receiving data. He said at 
this point, the law appears to have an 
exemption for the use of GPS/naviga-
tion equipment, but he plans to wait 
to see the exact verbiage contained 
when the final law is issued. Drivers 
are permitted to use their devices while 

A Florida NewsLine Publication

Texting and driving cont. on pg. 17
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Inquiring Minds
want to know!
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About three years ago, Lindsey and 
Nick Sima were confronted with the 
unexpected when their 
second child, Beau, 
was born with 
what turned 
out to be 
Esopha-
geal 
Atre-
sia. He 
needed 
major 
surgery 
at three 
days old and 
the Simas then 
found themselves in 
and out of the hospital 
for two years, includ-
ing a one-month stay 
in the pediatric intensive care unit at 
Wolfson Children’s Hospital when Beau 
was nine months old. (Beau is thriving 
today.)

Lindsey Sima said her eyes were opened 
to not only the children, but also the 
parents, who walked through such 
trauma and anxiety from seeing their 
children struggle.

“We had a lot of support during our 
hospital stay from friends, family and 
church members, but not everyone did,” 
Sima said.

And thus, Project Renewed Hope, with 
a mission to bring hope to as many chil-

dren and families it can through acts of 
love, was born.

“I knew I wanted ‘hope’ 
in the name,” Sima 

said. “Because 
in the season 

of despera-
tion, we 
all need 
hope. 
‘Re-

newed’ 
refers to 

needing to 
bring good 

things like hope 
back. And this is defi-
nitely a ‘project.’”

Sima said she started 
her mission of providing hope by 
making gift baskets for families with 
children in the hospital around Christ-
mas 2017. With two young children 

at home (and now three children, with 
ages of six years, three years, and nine 
months), Sima realized she needed to 
streamline things.

She started Project Renewed Hope as 
a non-profit organization about six 
months ago and is currently the only 
volunteer. She put together a website 
with a donation link and uses those 
funds to purchase inspirational books 
for adults and children, gift cards to 
places like Starbucks and Chick fil A 

(with a card attached: “You deserve a 
break! Love, Project Renewed Hope”) 
and customized journals created by 
someone at her church.

“Journaling is so therapeutic, from our 
own experience,” Sima said.

Once a month, Sima delivers boxes with 
these items to the child life coordinator 
at Wolfson Children’s Hospital for her 
to distribute to families needing hope.

Sima said her long term goal is to grow 
the non-profit and eventually serve 
more hospitals and perhaps have a 

team of volunteers and/or employees to 
manage the increased workload. But for 
right now, she knows she is right where 
she needs to be.

“I have three little babies to take care 
of, and of course they are my priority,” 
Sima said. “I do what I can do for now. 
But I have felt called to do this and plan 
to continue.”

Visit www.projectrenewedhope.org for 
more information or to make a dona-
tion via PayPal.

Photos courtesy Lindsey Sima
 Items from Project Renewed Hope are dropped 

off monthly at Wolfson Children’s Hospital.

Project Renewed Hope provides items like inspira-
tional books as well as waiting room supplies such as 

adult coloring books and magazines.

Gift cards provide a treat for tired parents.

Custom made journals allow for therapeutic journaling.

Lindsey Sima with Beau.

Project Renewed Hope 
brings the light of hope through projects of love

By Martie Thompson
mail@floridanewsline.com
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PREMIER HOMES REALTY, INC. 
Michael K. Taylor, Broker, GRI, BPOR, SFR 
(904) 214-4780 
MikeTaylor@PremierHomesRealty.net 

Tari J. Taylor, Realtor, BPOR, SFR 
(904) 449-1855 
TariTaylor@PremierHomesRealty.net 

I am honored to be recognized by  
Jacksonville’s  

Real Producers Magazine  
as one of northeast Florida’s  

TOP 100 Real Estate Agents.  
(Tari J. Taylor) 

Sellers: I will List and Sell your home for ONLY 4% Real Estate  Commission.  And 
if there is no other Agent in the transaction, I will REDUCE your cost to ONLY 3% 
total Real Estate Commission.  

Buyers: I will pay up to 1% of the purchase price towards your  
allowable closing costs and pre-paids! 

Property Management Services: Own a home, but not ready to sell?  Call us about our Property Management Services.  We will list your rental home for ONLY 50% of the 
first month’s rent.  We will then manage your home for ONLY 10% of the monthly rent.  Both Landlord and Tenant are given access to our online property management 
system for convenient access to monthly reports. 

WE PERSONALLY SOLD $45 MILLION FROM 2016 - 2018 AND WE HAVE 
OVER $11 MILLION ALREADY UNDER CONTRACT IN 2019!

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT LISTING, WE ARE SERIOUS ABOUT SELLING!

PREMIERHOMESREALTY.NET 

Broker is a member of the Northeast Florida Association of Realtors and the St Johns County Board of Realtors. 

* This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with a realtor. 

6207 Bennett Rd.

Jacksonville, FL 32216

105 Nature Walk Pkwy #105

St. Augustine, FL 32092

3316 Third St. S. #103

Jax Beach, FL 32250

SOUTHSIDE BEACHESST. JOHNS

EYE EXAMS

LASIK

CATARACT

RETINA

DRY EYE

GLAUCOMA

GLASSES & CONTACTS

EYELID SURGERY 

BOTOX & FILLERS

LOW VISION

Eye care for every stage in life

(904) 241-7865 | AtlanticEyeInstitute.com
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*Retail pricing. No other discounts or vision

plans apply. Complete pair includes lenses and

frames. Must present coupon at time of
purchase. Expires 8/15/19
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answers to the five questions above before 
the 10th of the month. Your pet could be our BFF of the month and you could win a Gift Certificate! 

Does your business cater to pets? Would you like to sponsor our contest? 
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet or sponsor the BFF contest.

The CreekLine  �  Ponte Vedra NewsLine  �   Mandarin NewsLine

To Advertise Call  (904) 886-4919            �           www.FloridaNewsLine.com

BREED: 
Chiweenie

FAVORITE ACTIVITY: 
Walking around Julington Creek Plantation 

which he does twice daily.
FAVORITE TREAT:  

Say, cheese!
FAVORITE FRIEND:  

He likes visiting with the neighborhood 
kiddos when he’s on his walks! Oscar likes 

cats too, such as Maui, his feline pal.
HOW YOUR BFF GOT THEIR NAME: 

The family is from the Illinois originally; 
Oskee is the University of Illinois chant,
”Oskee wow wow!” He’s a character and 

full of personality

Meet Oscar (Oskee) !

This month’s sponsor:
Palencia Pet Clinic

159 Palencia Village Dr #101
www.palenciapetclinic.com

FF Best Furry Friend
of the monthB

AUGUST’s Enhanced Section 
Back To School Guide

 

Call 904-886-4919 NOW to reserve your advertising space!

IS YOUR BUSINESS:
Education Related?

GET NOTICED 
in this section!

AUGUST Ad Deadline is JULY 15th

MYSTERY PHOTO

? ?
Last month’s Mystery Photo was the South Hampton community center. Our winner was 

Nicole Wroten. Congratulations!
Call Linda at 904-607-5062 for rates and information
or email Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com                                  

Advertise in the

St. Johns County 
School Directory
45,000+ copies printed and 
distributed through all 38 
St. Johns County Schools

Reserve your ad space  

Ad Deadline July 23rd

Win two free day passes to Adventure Landing’s Shipwreck Island 
(value $65) by correctly guessing our Mystery Photo this month. 
We will hold a random drawing of all correct answers. Email your 

guess to mail@floridanewsline.com. Good luck!

BACK TO 
SCHOOL GUIDE
COMING IN 
AUGUST!

Email for advertising 
opportunities.

Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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5	 Take 5
6	 Q&A with Beverly Slough
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7	 Q&A with Vicky Oakes
8	 Q&A with Jimmy Johns
9	 St. Johns Business Monthly
10	 Q&A with Cyndi Stevenson
12	 Briefs
18	 Pantry Raiders
22	 Gardening
23	 Fishing
24	 Community Marketplace
26	 Travel



Page 4 | The CreekLine July 2019

around townJuly
S SM T W T F

 		  1	 2	 3	 4	 5	 6	

	 7	 8	 9	 10	 11	 12	 13	

	 14	 15	 16	 17	 18	 19	 20 	

	 21	 22 	 23	 24	 25	 26	 27	

	 28	 29	 30	 31

St. Johns
450 SR 13 at Race Track Rd 
(next to Publix) 
(904) 230-3242
www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach
4138 Third Street South 
(between Trader Joes and Staples) 
(904) 246-6832
www.jacksonvillebeach.wbu.com CL1

*With coupon. One coupon 
per visit. Offer not valid on 
previous purchases, optics, 

gift cards, DSC memberships, 
sale items or other WBU 

offers. 
Offer valid 7/1/19 thru 7/31/19.

$5 Off $35*
$10 Off $60*

$20 Off $100*BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid in-store at the participating
store listed. One discount per
purchase. Offer not valid on
previous purchases, gift cards,
optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Coupon expires 1/31/19. 

20% OFF* 
Daily Savings Club Members Save 15% on
food every day. Daily Savings Members can

save an additional 5% with this coupon.

RUBY-THROATED
HUMMINGBIRDS

Have You
Watered

Your Birds
Lately?

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1706842

Listening & 
understanding, 
available here.

As your local agent, I’m here to help life go right.® 
That’s why I take the time to get to know you and 
understand what you really need.   
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522
jim@jimregister.com

Give your home 
the protection  
it deserves.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Your home is where you make 
some of your best memories, 
and that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708136
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Jacksonville, FL  32223
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the protection  
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and that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.
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Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522
www.jimregister.com
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State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Your home is where you make 
some of your best memories, 
and that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708136

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302

Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522
www.jimregister.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL1706842

Listening & 
understanding, 
available here.

As your local agent, I’m here to help life go right.® 
That’s why I take the time to get to know you and 
understand what you really need.   
LET’S TALK TODAY.

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522
jim@jimregister.com

July 1
Current Events Discussion Group
10 a.m. (repeating event on Mondays)
Amenities Annex, 625 Market St., Palencia
adsilby@yahoo.com 

July 2
World Golf Village Toastmasters
6:30 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 
First Florida Credit Union, 1950 County Rd. 210W
Worldgolfvillage.toastmastersclubs.org

July 5
Bartram Friday Book Club: “All We Ever 
Wanted,” by Emily Giffin
10 a.m.
Julington Creek Service Center, 725 Flora 
Branch Blvd.
(904) 827-6960

July 6
Jacksonville Camera Club
6:45 p.m.
Shepherd of the Woods Church, 6595 Columbia 
Park Ct. 
www.jax.jaxcameraclub.com (repeating event, 
first and third Wednesdays)

July 6
Bingo Night at St. Joseph’s
Doors open 6:15 p.m.; Games start 7 p.m.
Cody Center, 4152 Loretto Road
Open to the community; (904) 742-8777

July 8
Living with Lung Cancer Support Network
6 p.m.
Ackerman Cancer Center, 10881 San Jose Blvd. 
RSVP: (904) 880-5522

July 9
Wild Wonders Animal Show, presented by 
Mike Rossi, part of The Best Summer
2 p.m. – 3 p.m.
Switzerland Community Church, 2179 State 
Road 13
(904) 827-6960

Fireworks over the Matanzas: 
Thursday, July 4. Festivities begin at 6 p.m. Fireworks over the bayfront between the 
Castillo de San Marcos and the Bridge of Lions begin at 9:30 p.m. 
www.visitstaugustine.com

American Pride 4th of July: 
Thursday, July 4. Festivities begin at Moosehaven at 5 p.m. Fireworks over the St. Johns 
River begin at 9:20 p.m. www.moosehaven.org

Downtown Jacksonville: 
Thursday, July 4. Fireworks over the downtown 
riverfront will begin at 9:45 p.m. 
www.jaxhappenings.com

Jacksonville Beach: 
Thursday, July 4. Fireworks from the Jacksonville 
Beach Pier begin at 9 p.m. 
www.jacksonvillebeach.org

July 9
Bartram Tuesday Book Discussion: “Little 
Fires Everywhere,” by Celeste Ng
6 p.m.
Twisted Compass, 585 State Road 13
(904) 827-6960

July 9 – Aug. 13
Free Quit Smoking Now Class
Tuesdays, 6 p.m. – 7 p.m.
Flagler Hospital Wellness Center
Call Florida AHEC to register (904) 482-0189

July 10
Alzheimer’s and Dementia Caregiver 
Support
3:30 p.m.
River Garden, 11401 Old St. Augustine Road
Repeating event on the second Wednesday of 
each month

July 10
Rotary Club of Bartram Trail
7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. (repeating event on 
Thursdays)
Westminster Woods, 25 State Road 13 
lancedmalcolm@gmail.com

July 11
St. Johns County Chamber Women with 
Vision Council
11:30 a.m. – 1 p.m.
The Palencia Club, 600 Palencia Club Dr. 
RSVP: Sjcchamber.com

July 11
Palencia Bridge Club plays Party Bridge
11 a.m. – 3 p.m. (repeating event on Thursdays)
Donovan’s Irish Pub, 7440 US Highway 1
Diane Tamplin, (904) 808-7326

July 12
Rotary Club of St. Johns meeting
7:30 a.m. (repeating event on Fridays)
St. Johns Golf and Country Club Clubhouse
www.rotarystjohns.org

July 13
Family seining
9 a.m. – 11 a.m.
Guana Dam, 505 Guana River Road
(904) 823-4500

July 15
All Star Quilt Guild
9:45 a.m.
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.
www.orgsites.com/fl/allstarquiltguild or 
(904) 735-0506

July 16
St. Johns CARES planning meeting
6:30 p.m.
Celebration Lutheran Church, 810 Roberts Road
www.stjohnscares.org

July 16
North Business Council of the St. Johns 
County Chamber of Commerce 
8 a.m. – 9 a.m.
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek, 25 
State Road 13
Register at www.sjcchamber.com or call (904) 
829-5681

July 16
“The Adult Opioid Crisis,” presented by 
Sherri Cheshire, NEFL AHEC
11:30 a.m.
RSVP for lunch: kbell@rivergarden.org or (904) 
288-7855
 
July 17
Traditional Healing with Nature’s Plants
10 a.m.
Garden of Eatin, Lake Beluthahatchee
Pre registration required: (386) 972-1891

July 20
Fruit Cove Cruise In sponsored by 
Sunshine State Chevelles
4 p.m. – 8 p.m.
PDQ parking lot, 194 State Road 13
Repeating event on third Saturday of each month 

July 20
Artists in Motion Open House
10 a.m. – 2 p.m.
Artists in Motion, 1465 County Road 210W, Ste. A
www.artistsinmotionfl.com

July 20
Ancient City Chapter of Florida Writers 
Association meeting 
10 a.m.
Main Library, 1960 N. Ponce de Leon Blvd., St. 
Augustine
Open to the public; fwastaug@gmail.com

July 22
Men Helping Men Prostate Cancer Support 
Group
6 p.m.
Ackerman Cancer Center, 10881 San Jose Blvd. 
RSVP: (904) 880-5522

July 23
Free Tools to Quit Smoking Class
3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Wildflower Healthcare Clinic, 268 Herbert St., 
St. Augustine
Call Florida AHEC to register (904) 482-0189 

July 23
Fun with photos and Facebook: Learn from 
River Garden Summer Teens
11:30 a.m.
RSVP for lunch: kbell@rivergarden.org or (904) 
288-7855

July 26
Helping Hands of St. Johns County
10 a.m.
Faith Community Church, 3450 County Road 
210W 
jacqphil@aol.com
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take

Photo courtesy GTM Research Reserve

Independently & Privately Owned

Irrigation schedule helps 
conserve water
St. Johns County urges residents to help 
conserve water by observing mandatory 
irrigation schedules and reducing water 
usage whenever possible. Homes with 
odd numbered or no addresses may 
irrigate on Wednesdays and Saturdays; 
homes with even numbered addresses 
may irrigate on Thursdays and Sundays; 
and nonresidential properties may ir-
rigate on Tuesdays and Fridays. There 
should be no irrigation between 10 a.m. 
and 4 p.m. For more information on 
water conservation or irrigation regula-
tions, visit www.sjcfl.us/utilities/ or call 
(904) 209-2700. 

Celebrate The Best Summer 
with wild animal show
Duval educator Mike Rossi will pres-
ent the Wild Wonders Animal Show on 
Tuesday, July 9 from 2 p.m. – 3 p.m. at 
Switzerland Community Church, 2179 
State Road 13. Rossi will educate and 
entertain children through an interac-
tive format that introduces them to 
the wonders of animals. The animals 
are well cared for and inspected by 
the USDA, insured and licensed. The 
program runs about 45 minutes to an 
hour and teaches children about local 
and exotic animals in a fun way. This 
program is sponsored by the Bartram 
Trail Friends of the Library.

Sunset Trout Creek kayak 
trips offered
Trout Creek / Palmo Cove sunset kayak 
trips facilitated by St. Johns County 
Naturalists will be offered daily from 
Thursday, July 18 to Sunday, July 21 
from 6:30 p.m. – 9 p.m. at Trout Creek 
Park, 6795 Collier Road. Participants 
will paddle the creek out to the St. 
Johns River and learn about the unique 
history and diverse wildlife of the area. 
At the end of the tour, kayakers will 
get to experience a beautiful sunset on 
the water. Fees for St. Johns County 
residents providing own boat (12-foot 
minimum length) are $20 per person or 
$40 if using a county boat. Fees for non 
St. Johns County residents providing 
own boat (12-foot minimum length) 
are $30 per person or $50 per person if 
using a county boat. To register, contact 
Kelly Ussia at kussia@sjcfl.us or (904) 
209-0335. 

GTM Research Reserve 
announces new volunteer 
orientation
On the first Friday of most months, 
the GTM Research Reserve offers an 
introduction of the volunteer program 
for those who register for the orienta-
tion. This month, the orientation will 
be held on July 5, from 10 a.m. – 11:30 
a.m. at the GTM Research Reserve 

Visitor Center, located 
at 505 Guana River 
Road. Attendees 
will learn about 
the back-
ground and 
history of 
the reserve, 
volunteer 
opportuni-
ties, expec-
tations and 
benefits, and tour 
the Visitor Center. 
Call Shannon Rininger 
at (904) 823-4500 for more 
information or to register.

Bird Photography 101 
class offered 
A free seminar on bird photography will 
be offered at Wild Birds Unlimited in 
St. Johns on July 18 at 6:30 p.m. This 
entertaining and informative program 
is for beginners through experienced 
photographers. Regardless of the camera 
or experience level, attendees will come 
away inspired with ideas and tips for 
improving your skills. Presenters Gary 
Whiting and Cathy Murphy will share 
their favorite images and secrets on 
how to get a better shot. Whiting is a 
certified FMNP Master Naturalist and 
photography instructor in the OLLI 
Continuing Education Program at the 

University of North Florida. Formerly 
with the Florida Fish and Wildlife Con-
servation Commission, Murphy is an 
experienced photography enthusiast and 
avid lifelong birder. Both are also staff 
associates at Wild Birds Unlimited.

Seating is limited to the first 45 respons-
es. RSVP by calling (904) 230-3242 or 
emailing wbujacksonville@yahoo.com. 
Wild Birds Unlimited is located in the 
Julington Village Shopping Center at 
450 N State Road 13 N, Suite 108. 

A volunteer participates in marine turtle patrol.
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with Beverly Slough, St. Johns County 
School Board Member, District 1Q A&

RGSS-19-001 River Garden Senior Services - Miriam Creekline Ad  4C  5”x 15.75” 

LIFE EXPERIENCE(D)

Q: School’s out, but the work for the 
school district continues. What can you 
share with us about what’s happening 
at this time?
A: Right now, we are trying to figure 
out the impact of the recently conclud-
ed legislative session. Two huge educa-
tion “train bills” were passed, one that 
deals mostly with security and one that 
deals with practically everything else. 

Q: What are some of the outcomes of the 
new security bill?
A: It specifies that we must have an 
armed person at each school all day 
long. We do have some flexibility in 
that they are allowing us to continue 
what we are doing with a combination 
of armed guards and resource officers; 
the armed person does not have to be a 
sheriff’s deputy. 

The legislation allows for teachers to be 
armed. Our district has absolutely no 
plans to do this.

Q: So how do things stand with armed 
personnel in St. Johns County public 
schools?
A: We added 19 additional SJSO 
deputies in January. Youth resource 
officers from SJSO will be at all high 
schools and middle schools and some 
elementary schools. With the new law, 
we can retain the trained, armed guards 
from the security company, with youth 
resource officers nearby, to fill any gaps. 
These armed guards are required to 
have the guardian training by the sher-
iff’s office; the main difference is that 
they can’t make arrests.

Q: What about hardening of campuses 
and mental health?
A: We have been hardening our schools 
and will continue to do so to keep our 
students safe. Also, the law ramps up 

the requirement for active shooter drills 
to monthly. We will be receiving ad-
ditional funds for mental health and we 
will increase mental health services on 
our school campuses.

Q: Can you tell us about the changes for 
the Best and Brightest award program 
for teachers?
A: This program has had some changes 
to its funding formula and we are help-
ing our teachers understand them so 
they can apply if the requirements are 
met. One change is that teachers are 
eligible once they are at the same school 
for two years; administrators must be at 
the same school for four years.

Q: What are you looking towards later 
this summer?
A: We just received word that St. Johns 
County is again tops in the state in 
third grade reading. I am very pleased 
about the diligence of teachers, parents, 
and students that led to this. We expect 
to receive FSA scores by the end of June 
and school grades in July.

Q: What else do you have to share with 
District 1?
A: If you’re reading this and you have 
not yet registered your child for school, 
please do so immediately! You can go 
to your local school or register online 
at www.stjohns.k12.fl.us. It is so very 
important for us to know as we plan for 
teachers for next year.

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

Travel Leaders of Jacksonville 
  2 Fairfield Blvd, Suite 3   

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082   
 904-642-6909  | TLJAX.COM  
    

Travel Advisor, Jessica Braack | Agency Owner, Lindsay Hardy | Madalena Edwards, Travel Advisor 

We’re looking for qualified 
IC’s to join our team!    

FREE AIR PLUS 

SAVE $500 PER COUPLE ON 
SELECT 2020 EUROPE SAILINGS* 

** Book/Deposit a 2020 Avalon River Cruise May 1, 2019 – August 27, 2019 

Special Interest River Cruises—Indulge Your Passions. 
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Freelance Writers Needed for The CreekLine

Do you like to write about 
community events?

Contact Editor Martie Thompson, editor@floridanewsline.com
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St. Johns County Local Government  
(www.sjcfl.us)
Sheriff’s Office: Sheriff David B. Shoar, 
dshoar@sjso.org, (904) 824-8304 
Julington Creek Field Office: (904) 209-2150

Property Appraiser: Eddie Creamer, 
sjcpa@sjcpa.us; (904) 827-5500

Supervisor of Elections: Vicky Oakes, 
voakes@votesjc.com, (904) 823-2238

Tax Collector: Dennis Hollingworth, 
taxcollector@sjctax.us, (904) 209-2250

Clerk of Court: Hunter S. Conrad, 
(904) 819-3600 

St. Johns County Board of County 
Commissioners
District 1: Jimmy Johns, 
bcc1jjohns@sjcfl.us, (904) 209-0301
District 2: Jeb Smith,  
bcc2jsmith@sjcfl.us, (904) 209-0302
District 3: Paul Waldron, 
bcc3pwaldron@sjcfl.us, (904) 209-0303
District 4: Jeremiah Blocker, 

bcc4jblocker@sjcfl.us, (904) 209-0304
District 5: Henry Dean, 
bcc5hdean@sjcfl.us, (904) 209-0305

St. Johns County School Board (www.stjohns.k12.fl.us)
District 1: Beverly Slough, 
beverly.slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us, (904) 547-7510
District 2: Tommy Allen, 
tommy.allen@stjohns.k12.fl.us, (904) 547-7510

State of Florida Elected Officials
Governor Ron DeSantis, (850) 488-7146

State House District 17: Representative Cyndi Stevenson, 
Cyndi.Stevenson@myfloridahouse.gov, (904) 823-2300

State Senate District 7: Senator Travis Hutson, (386) 446-7610

Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress District 4: Representative John Rutherford, 
(202) 225-2501

U..S. Senate:

Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041
Senator Rick Scott, (202) 224-5274@

with St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections Vicky OakesQ A&

Estate Planning • Wills • Trusts
Probate • Guardianship

Over 20 Years Legal Experience

904-665-0005 • www.preddylaw.com
12627 San Jose Blvd. • Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)

HEARING CENTERS

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com
12276 San Jose Blvd – Suite #710

Your CommunityResource
For Better Hearing Dr. Leslie A. Staverman

Audiologist/Owner

Come in and bring a loved one to receive:
• FREE Hearing Screening
• FREE Consultation
• Risk-Free 30-Day Trial – Try it at home, work and play!

Call 904-262-5550 Today!
Offer good through 7/31/19.

You’re invited to try
Oticon Opn STM

RISK FREE
The first device that delivers 

speech understanding on par 
with normal hearing in noisy 

environments. 

Hear Loud 
and Clear

2019-07 Staverman Hearing Center Opn S Newspaper ad 4_9x5_55.indd   1 5/30/2019   10:07:03 AM

with State Attorney, 7th Judicial Circuit, 
R.J. LarizzaQ A&

Q: What can you tell us about your 
office’s new website?
A: Our new website is now online. 
We just refreshed it with a new look 
and I invite people to take a look. It 
has a more modern format that will 
allow us to focus on voter registration 
online and allow voters to keep their 
information up to date with us at all 
times. There is an announcement page 
highlighting timely items on the land-
ing page. 

Q: Where on your website can citizens 
stay up to date on the latest candidates 
in upcoming elections?
A: A good place to visit regularly is our 
Candidate Information section. There is 
a list of all offices up for election in the 
current cycle as well as filed and quali-
fied candidates. This is updated in real 
time. When the candidates come into 
our office to file their papers, we put 
them into our system and they immedi-
ately show up on the website.

Q: What offices are up for election in 
2020?
A: Next year is a busy year with three 
elections: the Presidential Preference 
Election in March, followed by the 
Primary Election in August and the 
General Election in November. Of 
interest to northern St. Johns County 
voters, Districts 1, 3, and 5 of the 
Board of County Commissioners are 
up for election as well as Districts 2 and 
5 of the School Board. All five consti-
tutional offices (Sheriff, Tax Collector, 
Clerk of Courts, Property Appraiser 
and Supervisor of Elections) are also up 
for election.

Q: Last month, we discussed the work 
your office was having to do to comply 
with the governor’s policy decision that 
all ballots and elections materials be 
bilingual in the state of Florida. Do you 
have any updates on that?

A: The cost to convert my office to 
bilingual will be $100,000. Under the 
judicial order, I have the option to 
provide separate ballots in English and 
Spanish, or one bilingual ballot. Both 
will be costly, especially for the General 
Election, which will contain Constitu-
tional Amendments that will need to 
be in two languages. I haven’t decided 
between the two options yet, but would 
like to hear voters’ thoughts. I’m trying 
to keep my focus on what’s best for 
voters.

Q: You submitted your budget for 
2019 – 2020 to the Board of County 
Commissioners in May and presented to 
them in person on June 18. Can you let us 
know an overview?
A: My budget this year represents ap-
proximately a 23 percent increase. There 
are four main reasons for this. First, 
next year is a presidential election year 
and contains one extra election (the 
March Presidential Preference). Second-
ly, the transition of all items of my office 
to include Spanish represents about 10 
percent of the increase. Many of my 
expenses, to include advertising, are 
doubling, as I am now required to have 
everything in two languages. Third, 
cybersecurity is adding some costs and 
finally, the growth in St. Johns County 
requires my costs to increase. My total 
budget as presented to the Board of 
County Commissioners is about $2.5 
million. The entire budget with all the 
details is available on my office’s web-
site, www.votesjc.com.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.com or call me at (904) 823-
2238. Our website, www.votesjc.com 
also has a wealth of information.

Q: Can you give us an update on some of 
the highlights of the recently concluded 
2019 legislative session as pertains to 
criminal justice?
A: There were a number of changes 
enacted this session. First, there were 
changes to the grand theft/felony theft 
statute, which hasn’t been modified in 
decades. Previously, the threshold was 
$300 in stolen goods to be classified as 
grand theft. The legislature increased 
this to $750, to try to make it equiva-
lent today to the old amount. The law 
does allow us to aggregate, so if we can 
prove that there is an ongoing theft 
ring of smaller thefts under the felony 
threshold, we can add them up to 
charge with grand theft.

Q: What were the changes with 
suspended driver’s licenses?
A: Previously, if a driver had three or 
more driving while license suspended 
citations, prosecutors had the discre-
tion to charge them with a felony. 
Now, these would all be considered 
misdemeanors, but with a minimum of 
10 days in jail. The legislature also did 
away with some driver’s license suspen-
sions for misdemeanors, specifically for 
some non-driving related offenses. I 
have dedicated staff to GLAD, which 
stands for Getting your License Again 
to Drive. Many people lose their license 
by failing to pay a fine because they 
don’t have the money. With GLAD, 
someone in this situation could come 
to us and we will set up a payment 
plan, help them get their license back 
and drop the charges.

Q: What were some other changes?
A: Juvenile “direct file” was repealed. 
We used to have to charge juveniles as 
adults for certain offenses. Now, it is 
discretionary and up to the State At-
torney. 

Minimum mandatory sentences also 
saw some changes, especially as per-
tains to minimum prison time for drug 
possession and trafficking. The idea is 
to make the sentences more equitable, 
while still striking a balance with public 
safety. 

The inmate re-entry system was updated 
to authorize studies of programs to bet-
ter prepare prisoners before their release. 
The new system allows them to transi-
tion back to the community earlier in 
their sentences to allow them to find 
jobs and also provide for aftercare, all in 
an effort to make the reentry to soci-
ety more successful after the prisoner’s 
sentence has been completed.

Q: Do you have any other interesting 
updates to share?
A: In an effort to provide transparency 
to the public about the criminal justice 
system, as well as allow the legislature 
to review and improve the system, data 
transparency was addressed. Statisti-
cal information will soon be available 
to the public from the State Attorney’s 
Office, the Public Defender’s Office, the 
Clerks of Court, the Florida Depart-
ment of Corrections and the Florida 
Department of Juvenile Justice. It will 
likely take some time to define the data 
needed and collect it to make sure it is 
accurate and consistent.



Page 8 | The CreekLine July 2019

www.HarborChase.com

12350 San Jose Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL 32223

(904) 584-9817

Mandarin

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

Like us on ALF# 13126

Act Now to take advantage of this amazing 
offer! It’s an incredible opportunity to begin 
an exceptional new lifestyle of new friends, 
fun social events, luxurious amenities and 

unsurpassed hospitality. 

 
Call Today and

Get your Birthday 
Month FREE!* 

 

Limited  
Time

Offer!

* Offer expires July 31, 2019. Savings spread over a 12-month period. New residents only.

Let us help you 
and your family be 

at your best!

Sarah Dew-Reeves,
Ph.D.

Lisa D. Bailey,
Ph.D.

If you are concerned about your child’s academic performance, attention, emotions or 
behaviors, we can help. We offer individual and family therapy as well as educational 

groups and workshops. Our comprehensive assessments include: 
IQ & Achievement    •    ADHD    •    Gifted    •    Standardized Testing Accommodations

12412 San Jose Blvd., Suite 203 | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | Phone: 904-432-3321 | Fax: 904-432-3324
www.nautilusbehavioralhealth.com

We are excited to offer Mightier!
Mightier transforms video games into tools that 

teach kids to manage difficult emotions, 
like anxiety, anger and frustration. 

Mightier is an individual, 12-week program 
developed at Children’s Hospital Boston/Harvard 

Medical School for kids ages 6-14.
Call today to see if Mightier is right for your child!

Dr. Tom Lahmann, Dr. Blake Moser and staff 

Julington Creek Chiropractic & Wellness Center P.A.
Serving St. Johns County for nearly 21 years!
Massage License 
#MA0018904

SpineMedTM Spinal Disc Decompression
A Safe and Pain-Free Procedure Designed for bulging/herniated discs 
• Auto Injuries • Sports Injuries • Back Pain • Carpal Tunnel • Disc Bulge

Disc Degeneration • Disc Herniation • Joint Pain • Neck Pain
Sciatica • Numbness (Hands & Feet) • TMJ • Applied Kinesology

Also offering Massage and Acupuncture Treatment 
Treating Pediatrics through Geriatric

We accept 
most insurance!

904-230-0080 • www.julingtoncreekchiro.com • 
485 State Road 13 Suite 3 (Next to Burger King)

Q A& with St. Johns County Commissioner Jimmy Johns, 
(District 1)

Q: Since we are in the middle of the 
annual budget cycle, do you have any 
updates?
A: The proposed budget is available on 
the county’s website, www.sjcfl.us. I 
encourage people to look at the budget 
and weigh in now. This is the time for 
staff to make any adjustments. Citizens 
can call my office and we can put them 
in touch with the department that can 
answer their questions. The key is to un-
derstand how to get funding for what-
ever it is that people are interested in.

Q: What can you tell us about the joint 
fire station and sheriff’s office that 
recently opened in the southern part of 
the county?
A: The funding for the joint Fire Station 
5 and Sheriff’s Office South Regional 
Operations Center was approved about 
a year ago, and in early June, we held a 
ribbon cutting ceremony for the facil-
ity on U.S. 1 South. This facility will 
reduce travel time for emergencies in 
the area and provide for a more efficient 
and collaborative work environment for 
the two departments. The building also 
contains public meeting space available 
by reservation.

Q: Do you expect to see more of these 
types of joint facilities, possibly in the 
northern part of the county?
A: I do expect to see more of these 
joint use buildings in the future, but 
they do require a larger parcel of land 
for construction than a single use fire 
station. The new fire station being built 
along Veterans Parkway at Race Track 
Road was considered for a joint facility, 
but the piece of property was not large 
enough to support it.

Q: What can you tell us about the spec 
office building to be constructed along 
St. Johns Parkway?
A: By definition, the “spec” or “specu-
lative” term means that the developer 

doesn’t have a tenant contract prior to 
permitting, but is so confident in the 
demand for the project that they expect 
to have a tenant before construction is 
completed. This is an indication to me 
that the St. Johns County economy is 
very strong. Office projects such at this, 
which will be known as Palms Profes-
sional Park, are needed for a stable tax 
base in the county.

Q: Does the county allow projects to be 
permitted without contracted tenants?
A: Yes, but the review project is very 
exacting. Only certain types of busi-
nesses will be allowed according to 
zoning for the property. Also, the county 
will specify things like the number of 
parking spaces required and the amount 
of green space necessary. Spec buildings 
like this will provide space for compa-
nies meeting the development’s require-
ments quickly.

Q: What is the latest news on tenants at 
Durbin Park Town Center?
A: This project continues to offer more 
shopping options for goods and ser-
vices for our residents. To date, a listing 
of open businesses includes Walmart, 
Home Depot, Chase Bank, Gate, Mat-
tress Firm, and Smoothie King. Busi-
nesses with anticipated openings in 
2019 include Sprint, Burlington, Ross, 
Petco, Dollar Tree, Five Below, AT&T, 
Lee Nails, CareSpot, Hand & Stone 
Massage, Great Clips, Heartland Dental, 
Discount Tire, Verizon, Hair Cuttery, T-
Mobile and Baptist Health. Restaurants 
will include Your Pie, Bonchon, Star-
bucks, Salsas, Keke’s, Firehouse Subs, 
Jana Japanese Steakhouse, and Kazu 
Sushi. The Cinemark 12-screen movie 
theater is supposed to open in the fall.

Q: What is the best way for our readers to 
contact you?
A: Readers can email me at bcc1jjohns@
sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 615-7437.
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By Scott Grant
ScottGrant@StJohnsBusinessMonthly.com

MarketInsight

Fear itself

Monthly         ST  JOHNS.

Visit us online at
www.floridanewsline.com

© 2019 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. All loans subject to qualification, required documentation and credit approval. Regions and the Regions logo 
are registered trademarks of Regions Bank. The LifeGreen color is a trademark of Regions Bank.                                                                          (03/19)

Ian B. MacDonald | Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS ID: 546443 | 904.626.0353 (C) 
ian.macdonald@regions.com | 130 St. Johns Commons | St. Johns, FL 32259

• Construction or Renovation to Permanent Financing
• Interest rate is locked before construction/renovation begins
• One-time close without second set of closing costs
• Fixed and Adjustable Rate Options
• Jumbo Loans available

Building a Custom Home?
Building on Your Lot?
Planning a Major Renovation?
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fi nancial advisor today.
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Financial Advisor
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Prudential Financial Planning Services
Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License Number 0E93910
701 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL,
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Franklin Delano Roosevelt famously 
remarked in his first inaugural address 
that “the only thing we have to fear is fear 
itself.” 

In 1904, Russian was at war with Japan. 
The Japanese started the war with a Sun-
day morning surprise attack on Port Ar-
thur, eerily similar to the Sunday morn-
ing surprise attack on Pearl Harbor. Port 
Arthur was Imperial Russia’s main Pacific 
base. In response, Tsar Nicholas decided 
to dispatch the Russian Baltic fleet of 11 
iron-clad battleships. Tsar Nicholas had a 
problem. The ships were fueled with coal 
and the tsar had no overseas bases where 
they could refuel. Fortunately, his cousin, 
Kaiser Wilhelm of Germany offered to 
provide coal for his cousin’s ships as they 
cruised half a world away, which is a 
pretty clever way to get rid of a potential 
enemy, when you think about it.

The Russian fleet was a lot more power-
ful looking on paper than in actuality. 
The long journey was fraught by bad 
seamanship, terror, and depression. From 
the beginning, the fleet lived in constant 
fear of being attacked by the Japanese. 
A rumor that the Japanese had mined 
the Baltic Sea had the crews so on edge 
that they fired on a launch delivering last 
minute instructions from home. Only 
the terrible Russian gunnery allowed the 
mail to get through. A week later, the 
Russian fleet mistook an English fishing 
fleet for attacking Japanese torpedo boats 
and opened fire with all guns. Over the 
next 20 minutes, the Russians fired more 
than a thousand large caliber shells at the 
fishermen, who could not flee because 
they had their nets down. Once again, 
poor Russian gunnery would save the 
day. The Russians only managed to sink 
one boat. In the panic, they did more 
damage to their own fleet than the unfor-
tunate English fishing fleet. Paranoia ran 
so deep that at one point, sailors on the 

battleship Borodino drew sabers to fight 
off an imagined Japanese boarding party.

The British were angry. As a result, the 
Russian Baltic fleet was denied access 
to the Suez Canal and had to endure a 
seven-month-long grueling cruise around 
Africa and across the Indian Ocean. 
Along the way, the crews collected exotic 
animals at each port of call. Poisonous 
snakes, crocodiles, and birds of every 
feather roamed the decks. The ships were 
rat-infested and overloaded with coal. 
The air was foul, disease was rampant 
and many of the crew suffered from 
depression. A number decided to jump 
overboard rather than endure the agony 
of the voyage. 

Eventually, the Russians limped north 
through the Sea of Japan, making for the 
safety of Kamchatka. It was there that 
they were intercepted by the Japanese 
battle fleet commanded by Admiral 
Togo. The Japanese famously pounded 
the exhausted enemy into oblivion. The 
Japanese had spent the seven months 
practicing their gunnery and prepar-
ing. The Russians, low on ammunition 
after the debacle with the fishing fleet, 
had only practiced once. The Battle 
of Tsushima Straits is one of the most 
decisive of all time. Togo was lauded as 
the reincarnation of the famous British 
Admiral, Lord Nelson. Russia, humili-
ated, was forced to sue for peace. Teddy 
Roosevelt negotiated the peace treaty and 
was awarded the Nobel Peace Prize. 

This is a story about fear and preparation. 
One side in a panic, the other prepared 
and confident. And, as it does so often in 
life, preparation and execution made all 
the difference.

Scott A. Grant is President of Standfast 
Asset Management in Ponte Vedra Beach. 
He welcomes your comments or questions at 
scottg@standfastic.com.

With the unemployment rate in St. 
Johns County under 3 percent, employ-
ers are finding it difficult to find good 
staff. Respecting and trusting your 
employees goes a long way. Here are 
some things to do that might keep your 
existing employees and help to attract 
new ones.

Recognize your employees. You need 
to learn how to reward and recognize 
them. Unfortunately, most leaders are 
concerned about their own recognition 
so much that they don’t notice those 
around them. The truth of the matter is, 
that it is hard to earn one’s trust if it’s all 
about you. Take the time to understand 
what your workers need and make it 
more about their advancement. Reward 
them when they deserve it. Recognize 
their value. This can become a real game 
changer; we are all credit addicts after 
all.

Don’t show favoritism. According to 
the study by Georgetown University’s 
McDonough School of Business, more 
than 90 percent of business executives 
have noticed favoritism in promotions; 
managers and supervisors do practice 
favoritism (intentionally or unintention-
ally). By showing favoritism you are not 
treating your employees equally, damag-
ing team unity and demotivating your 

Ways to keep employees satisfied
By Marge Cirillo
mail@floridanewsline.com

staff. It is really easy to fall into this trap 
because it is in our human nature. If you 
are serious about attracting and retain-
ing new staff, you have to make sure you 
don’t show special treatment

Listen. It can be one of the hardest things 
to do for employers. When you put 
away your phone and listen attentively, it 
means that you are genuinely interested 
in what people have to say.

Help. The fact that you are their boss 
doesn’t mean you shouldn’t help your 
employees. In fact, it’s the opposite. 
Sometimes offering some advice or giving 
them some of your time means a lot.

Congratulate. Reward people for a job 
well done, even if it is a kind word in 
front of everybody. People work harder 
knowing their efforts are recognized.

Lastly, say “Thank You.” This simple 
action helps employees understand 
you appreciate them and what they do. 
Something as simple as two words can 
make an impact.

 Marge Cirillo is the St. Johns County 
Consultant for the Florida Small Business 
Development Center at the University of 
North Florida. Email her at m.cirillo@unf.
edu or call her at (904) 209-1295 for more 
information.
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By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

??
Are you puzzled about something going on in NW St. Johns County or 
wondering about whatever happened on a topic from a previous issue? Email 
your question to us at editor@floridanewsline.com by the fifth of the month and 
we will do our best to track down the information for you. 
While we will do our best to answer all the questions we receive, we may not 
be able to answer all questions received each month. Also, due to publication 
scheduling, the time it takes to research answers may vary. 

Inquiring Minds
want to know!

with Florida State Representative  
Cyndi Stevenson, District 17Q A&

INFANT THROUGH PRE-K • KIDS CLUB: AFTER-SCHOOL

GoddardSchool.com

Experience the Best Childhood Preparation
for Social and Academic Success.

The Goddard Schools are operated by independent franchisees under a license agreement with Goddard Systems, Inc. Programs and ages may vary. 
Goddard Systems, Inc. program is AdvancED accredited. License #C07SJ0053. © Goddard Systems, Inc. 2019

fifteenth

CALL TODAY!

SAINT JOHNS • 904-230-2002
100 Julington Plaza Drive

ACCREDITED
ACCREDITATION 
ASSOCIATION for 

AMBULATORY 
HEALTH CARE

Visit Us On The Web At www.eyecenterstaug.com

AAAHC Accredited 
Surgery Center

EYE CENTER
OF ST. AUGUSTINE 

THE EYE SURGERY CENTER OF ST. AUGUSTINE

Todd P. Thompson, M.D.Paul W. Hund, III, M.D. N. Patrick Hale, M.D.

Michael A. Dagostino, O.D. Todd S. Hockett, O.D.Russell W. Nelligan, M.D.*
   *Cornea Specialist

1400 U.S. Highway 1 South
Just North of Target

(904) 829-2286
319 West Town Place, Suite 8

World Golf Village
(904) 940-9200

Eye Center
Creekline

4.9-inches wide x 5.55-inches

Board Certified Physicians Dedicated To The Care Of Your Eyes

Best Vision Center
10 Years

• Cataract & Lens 
Implant Surgery  

• Diabetic Eye Exams  
• Glaucoma/Retinal 

Disease 
• All Eye Laser 

Procedures 
• Ophthalmic Plastic 

Surgery  
• Optical Shop On 

Premises

Q: Can you give us some highlights 
of the recently concluded legislative 
session?
A: Education is so important in St. 
Johns County and I’m pleased that we 
had an increase in funding of $257.30 
per student over last year. This increase 
includes an additional $13.9 mil-
lion in flexible funding, an additional 
$197,000 for safe schools funding and 
an additional $118,000 for school men-
tal health assistance funding.

Q: Will there be another back to school 
sales tax holiday this year?
A: Yes. Don’t forget to take advantage of 
this Aug. 2 – Aug. 6. The five-day back 
to school tax holiday will allow shop-
pers to avoid paying sales tax on clothes 
costing $60 or less, school supplies cost-
ing $15 or less and personal computers 
costing $1,000 or less. 

Q: The texting while driving bill is 
getting a lot of justified attention. What 
can you tell us about it?
A: HB 107 — the Wireless Communi-
cations while driving bill — authorizes 
the enforcement of texting and driv-
ing as a primary offense. The bill also 
prohibits a person from operating a 
motor vehicle while using a wireless 
communications device in a handheld 
manner in a designated school crossing, 
school zone, or work zone, and makes 
doing so a primary offense. I’d like to 
say a big congratulations and thank you 
to Representatives Toledo and Slosberg 
who were the sponsor and prime-co-
sponsor on this bill and for allowing me 
to co-sponsor it as well.

This bill was signed into law by Gov. 
DeSantis on May 17 and will take ef-
fect on Oct. 1, 2019 with a “warning/
educational” period, and full effect on 
Jan. 1, 2020. 

Q: Can you tell us about the outcome of 
your Peer Specialist bill?
A: HB 1187 passed the Florida House, 
but did not pass out of the 

Senate. I have every intention of pursu-
ing the remaining parts of this bill next 
session; however, I am very grateful that 
some of the provisions of HB 1187 were 
included in HB 369. Because of this, 
more people will be eligible to serve as a 
Peer Specialist in Florida; fewer people 
will be disqualified for non-violent 
substance abuse related charges in their 
past. This is a win-win for Florida. 
We need the workforce to help people 
recover, and more people will have the 
opportunity to do this important and 
meaningful work. Peer Specialists have 
been proven very effective in helping 
other people recover from mental health 
and substance use disorders because of 
their own experiences. Peer Specialists 
will have to undergo a rigorous selec-
tion, background check and training

Q: What’s on the horizon?
A: We are already looking ahead to the 
next session, with committee weeks be-
ginning on Sept. 16. (The 2020 Session 
begins on Jan. 14, 2020.) One of the 
things I am doing now is talking to the 
school district to come up with ideas 
to make walking to school safer. What 
represents hazardous walking conditions 
and how can we solve them? Transporta-
tion is jointly funded by the state and 
locally, so we need to collaborate. 

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?
A: Readers can email me at Cyndi.Ste-
venson@myfloridahouse.gov or call my 
local office at (904) 823-2300.
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Cell:  904-613-7302
stevewicker@watsonrealtycorp.com 
stevewicker.watsonrealtycorp.com Steve Wicker, Realtor®

Long-time resident 
of Julington Creek 

Plantation

Meghan Lugo
Cell: 904-910-1916

sunshinemlugo@gmail.com

FREE SENIOR PLACEMENT 
SERVICE/ASSISTANCE

SUNSHINESENIORPLACEMENT.COM

• Senior Living Communities                           
• Independent Living
• Assisted Living
• Memory Care/Alzheimer’s
• Residential ALF   
• Nursing Home/Rehab                          
• Adult Daycare    
• Respite Care Stays                                

I am a local Senior Advocate here to help guide families through 
the process of finding facilities in our community. 

Ask About 
Our $100 

Move In Gift
*Terms and Conditions Apply

Client:  Dr. Donald Levine, MD 
Contact: Dr. Donald Levine, MD
Ad Rep: Linda
Ad size:1/4, 4C 

Finding the right doctor 
just got easier.
Nicole Fifer, PA-C, Jaime Kibler, DO, Donald J. Levine, MD, and Katherine 
Wilson, PA-C, are dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life. 
They offer you and your family a medical home, where you can enjoy an ongoing 
relationship with your personal physician. Someone who will see you the same 
day if there’s an urgent need and coordinate your care with an electronic medical 
record shared across Baptist Health’s comprehensive network of providers. 
Convenient. Caring. Connected. That’s changing health care for good. 

Areas of expertise include:

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
1400 Bishop Estates Road • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

© Baptist Health 2018

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

• Sports/school physicals
• Immunizations
• Well child visits
• Preventive/GYN exams

• Disease management
• Minor skin lesion and mole removal
• Osteopathic treatment
• On-site lab
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Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.
www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Our mailboxes do more!

52 Tuscan Way450-106 SR13 N
Corner of SR 16 and Intl’ Golf PkwyPublix Center in Fruit Cove

904.940.0055
www.theupsstorelocal.com/6113

904.230.8881
www.theupsstorelocal.com/3927

Proudly serving the World Golf Village and
Murabella community for the past 8 years

Proudly serving the communities of
NW Saint Johns County for 17 years

~Divyan Patel, Owner/Operator~Doug Nunnery, Owner/Operator

Our mailboxes do more
A real street address, no a
P.O. Box number
Package acceptance from
all carriers
Package notification
Mail holding & forwarding*

A real street address, not a P.O. Box number
Package acceptance from all carriers

Package notification
Mail holding & forwarding

We offer
Digital printing and copying

Document finishing
Wide-format printing

Custom printing
Direct mail services

World Golf Village location #6113

52 Tuscan Way
SR 16 and Intl Golf Parkway 

 904.940.0055

Palencia location #7067

120 Palencia Village Dr
Suite 105

 904.829.0116
New 

Location

As a result of last year’s very success-
ful annual Town Hall Meeting, PACT 
Prevention was instrumental in helping 
form a new Poly-Drug Task Force. The 
task force is providing concentrated 
community-wide efforts to address the 
opioid crisis and other related drug and 
addiction issues. Monthly meetings at 
the St. Johns County Health and Hu-
man Services building are held the third 
Wednesday morning of each month 
at 9 a.m. While we have an increas-
ingly valuable buy-in from community 
organizations, we continue to need 
more input from residents from a more 
informal community perspective. We’d 
love to have more people representing 
the voice of parents, local business em-
ployees/employers and churches, as well 
as other overall concerned citizens.

First and foremost, we owe a great deal 
of thanks to the National Guard Coun-
ter Drug Program, which has assisted in 
significant ways in working within the 
task force. Additionally we are excited 
to have a dedicated couple chairing the 
committee; their perspective comes as 
parents who have lost an adult son to a 
drug overdose. And make no mistake, 
we have several task force members that 
would never have thought this type of 
tragedy was going to be their story. But 
addiction can happen in any family, at 
any time. Successful people can make 
a couple of bad choices that quickly 
lead down the road to addiction, and 
unfortunately in too many cases, to 
an untimely overdose death. St. Johns 
County lost 39 people to drug over-
doses in 2017, and the deaths are rising 
annually.

A few task force highlights.

On April 27, the task force participated 
in the semi-annual DEA Take Back 
Drugs Day. Besides the regular drop 
box locations at our local enforcement 
offices, drop off sites were set up at 
several county libraries. Approximately 
107 pounds of pills were collected, 
drugs that now no longer pose such a 
threat to misuse, as well as pollutants to 
local water sources when flushed down 
toilets.

A very successful Town Hall meeting 
was held on May 15 at the National 
Guard Armory in St. Augustine. The 
topic was “Fentanyl: A Community 
Conversation.” About 115 people at-
tended and heard a panel of local 
experts address several local challenges. 
Current interventions and plans to im-
prove positive outcomes on Fentanyl, as 
well as other opioid concerns were also 
shared, plus answers were provided for 
audience questions. Former NFL player 
Randy Grimes, 10-year star player with 
the Tampa Bay Buccaneers, shared his 
story of leaving the NFL highly addict-
ed to pain pills, and the agonizing 20 
year journey following this where he lost 
everything. He delivered a very power-
ful message, sharing how he turned 
despair into hope and success. He now 
oversees a treatment center called Ath-
letes in Recovery in South Florida. 

The Task Force is planning a significant 
community event on Aug. 28 from 6:30 
p.m. – 8:30 p.m. at the St. Augustine 
City Hall. “Stop the Stigma, St. Au-
gustine” will focus on education and 
hope plus a day of remembrance. An 
important event goal is to reduce the 
stigma associated with addiction, which 
is often a barrier to seeking interven-
tion. Community services and support 
information will be available. A special 
candlelight vigil will be held to remem-
ber loved ones who have died from drug 
overdoses. 

We truly hope to see more Northwest 
county citizens getting involved in our 
efforts. Drug addiction is everyone’s 
concern and prevention, as always, has 
the most promising “return on invest-
ment.” For more information email our 
chairs, Bob at drbob540@hotmail.com 
or Maryann at bomar540@hotmail.
com, subject line: Task Force Informa-
tion.

Lynnette Horwath is a retired staff mem-
ber and current PACT volunteer.

Editorial

St. Johns County’s Poly-Drug Task Force 
in action
By Lynnette Horwath
mail@floridanewsline.com
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Dr. PATRICK Weaver

PEDIATRIC DENTIST
Dr. ROBERT WEAVER

PEDIATRIC DENTIST

THREE
CONVENIENT

LOCATIONS!
TO SCHEDULE AN APPOINTMENT

CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE:
904.264.KIDS | 264KIDS.COM

Exams, Prizes, Fun!
JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE • 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK • ST JOHNS, FL 32259

ORANGE PARK OFFICE  •  1584-1 KINGSLEY AVENUE • ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
ATLANTIC OFFICE • 12740-C ATLANTIC BLVD. •  JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

Dr. AYLIN MAZZUOCCOLO

ORTHODONTIST

1465 coutny road 210 west, suite a
st. johns, florida 32259 
(904) 862-8992
ARTISTSINMOTIONFL.COM

Briefs

Estimate of 2019 tax roll 
presented
St. Johns County Property Appraiser Ed-
die Creamer recently provided the June 1 
estimates of the 2019 tax roll to St. Johns 
County Taxing Authorities.

“Our team did an excellent job preparing 
the initial estimates,” Creamer said. “We 
are accessing almost 138,127 real estate 
parcels and over 9,190 tangible personal 
property tax returns.” 

The initial estimate shows an increase in 
the value of real property in the county of 
9.44 percent, an increase from last year’s 
level of 8.83 percent. The value of tan-
gible personal property increased by 1.42 
percent compared to 3.77 percent last year. 
The initial estimate shows the total tax roll 
up by $2.37 billion or 9.13 percent. 

There were 4,379 newly constructed 
homes added to the tax roll with a taxable 
value of approximately $1.094 billion. 
More than 10,000 sales of real estate were 
qualified in the county for 2019. 

“We are confident in our overall values in 
the initial estimate as the very large num-
ber of qualified sales are giving us a solid 
indication of market values,” Creamer said. 

In addition to parcel valuations, the 
Property Appraiser’s team processed more 
than 8,000 new homestead exemption 
applications, increasing the total number 
of homestead exemptions in the county to 
almost 71,000. 

“I am very proud of our qualified team of 
appraisal and tax roll specialists,” Creamer 
said. “Each year they go above and beyond 
to create a tax roll that is fair, equitable and 
accurate, and to provide the citizens of St. 

Johns County with outstanding customer 
service.” 

Jacksonville to host 2019 
global convention of Jehovah’s 
Witnesses 
Two of the largest global conventions in 
2019, spanning six continents and more 
than 200 countries and presented in more 
than 400 languages, will be coming to 
Jacksonville on Friday, June 28 – Sunday, 
June 30 and Friday, July 5 – Sunday, July 
7. It is anticipated that there will be an at-
tendance of 59,314 at the two conventions 
featuring the theme “Love Never Fails” 
to be held at VyStar Veterans Memorial 
Arena. 

The program in Jacksonville will be tied 
into one of seven larger international con-
ventions held in the United States. These 
larger international conventions will be 
hosting a total of 35,000 foreign delegates 
coming from 105 countries. Worldwide 
there are 22 major cities in 18 countries 
that have been selected to host interna-
tional convention events. In total, as many 
as 140,000 delegates will be traveling from 
numerous countries to attend these larger 
gatherings.

“These events will illustrate the positive in-
fluence that love can have to bring people 
together from diverse backgrounds,” states 
Dow Stephens, a local representative for 
Jehovah’s Witnesses. “Local Jehovah’s Wit-
nesses get an opportunity to meet and en-
joy association with their fellow Witnesses, 
and the community here in Jacksonville 
is happy to accommodate the influx of 
visitors at the many local cafés, restaurants, 
hotels, and popular tourist destinations.”

Financial advisor receives 
achievement award
Mitch Wright of the financial services 
firm Edward Jones in St. Johns/Fruit Cove 

recently won the firm’s Edward Jones 
Sr. Founders Award for his exceptional 
achievement in building client relation-
ships. Wright was one of 2,127 of the 
firm’s 18,000 financial advisors to receive 
the Edward Jones Sr. Founders Award.

The award is named after Edward Jones 
Sr., who founded the firm in 1922 under 
the principle that financial advisors should 
be treated as business partners rather 
than employees. His insistence on always 
treating others with respect is one of his 
enduring contributions to the Edward 
Jones culture.

“It’s truly an honor to be recognized for 
building relationships with those clients 
we serve,” said Wright. “And it is also quite 
inspirational to receive an award named 
after a firm legend such as Edward Jones 
Sr. who was so innovative and recognized 
the need for quality financial advice for 
long-term individual investors.”

Vessel Safety Checks usher 
in National Safe Boating Week 
2019
Members of Flotilla 14-7 kicked off 
National Safe Boating week in 2019 by 
conducting Vessel Safety Checks at several 
local marinas — Rivers Edge, City Marina, 
Doug Crane Boat Ramp and Lighthouse 
Boat Ramp. The safety checks were con-
ducted by certified Vessel Examiners and 
sponsored by the US Coast Guard and the 
US Power Squadron. Forty-seven VSCs 
were performed during this year’s National 
Safe Boating Week in May.

“The nationally sponsored Vessel Safety 
Check program puts a volunteer’s trained 
set of eyes on your safety equipment right 
at the dock or boat ramp,” said Bill Cande-
letti, flotilla commander. “We answer ques-
tions and impart boating safety informa-
tion right on the spot for each vessel we 
inspect.” 

Candeletti said requirements vary accord-
ing to the size and type of vessels and it’s 
important for boaters to know the correct 
and complete set of required and optional 
equipment for each vessel.

Ximenez-Fatio House Museum 
offers free admission to active 
duty military 
 The Ximenez-Fatio House Museum is of-
fering free admission for the nation’s active 
duty military personnel including National 
Guard and Reserve and their families 
through Saturday, Aug. 31. The annual 
program includes the local attraction’s 
formal participation as a member of Blue 
Star Museums, a collaboration among the 
National Endowment for the Arts, Blue 
Star Families, the Department of Defense, 
and more than 2,000 museums across 
America.

Considered one of St. Augustine’s best-
preserved Spanish colonial dwellings, the 
Ximenez-Fatio House Museum depicts the 
boarding house lifestyle of Florida’s Territo-
rial Early Statehood Period. It is one of the 
first museums in America to interpret 19th 
century women’s history.

As a visitor destination, the Ximenez-Fatio 
House Museum is open for tours from 
Tuesday through Saturday, 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m. and guided tours of the buildings and 
rooms are available from 10 a.m. – 2:30 
p.m.; the museum is closed on Sundays 
and Mondays. During tours, regular 
admission is $5 for St. Johns County 
residents; adults $10; children, students, 
seniors and military $8, and the family rate 
is $25. 

From the month of May through Labor 
Day since 2009, military personnel and 
their families are offered an opportunity 
to enjoy the nation’s cultural heritage and 
learn more about local communities. Visit 
www.arts.gov/news/2019/museums-na-
tionwide-participate-tenth-summer-blue-
star-museums for more information. The 
Ximenez-Fatio House Museum is located 
at 20 Aviles Street in historic downtown 
St. Augustine. Visit www.ximenezfatio-
house.org for more information.

Specialty natural grocery store 
coming to St. Johns
Building on the success of its two loca-
tions in the Jacksonville area, Earth Fare, 
the authentic specialty organic and natural 
food grocery store, will open a third local 
store, this time in St. Johns County. The 
24,000 square-foot store will be located in 
the Shoppes of St. Johns Parkway, cur-
rently under development by Sleiman 
Enterprises.

Earth Fare has been in the healthy food 
grocery industry for more than 40 years. 
Since its founding in 1975, Earth Fare has 
maintained a unique Food Philosophy that 
informs every product offered in the store. 
This Food Philosophy is exemplified by 
a rigorous set of quality standards, which 
ensures that all products sold are free of 
high fructose corn syrup, artificial fats and 
trans-fats, artificial colors, artificial preser-
vatives, artificial sweeteners, bleached or 
bromated flour, and are never administered 
antibiotics or growth hormones. 

Beyond groceries, the new store will also 
feature Earth Fare’s Heirloom Juice Bar, 
which features made-to-order juices and 
smoothies, plus fresh coffee. Shoppers will 
also find a wide variety of clean, natural 
choices in Earth Fare’s ready-to-go and 
prepared foods department, including 
the salad bar, hot foods bar, pizza station, 
sandwich counter, and conveniently pack-
aged meals-on-the-go. 
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904-272-2020   •   clayeye.com

We’ve Got Everything 
Under One Roof

• Laser Cataract Surgery
• Glaucoma Surgery
• Diseases of the Retina & Macula
• Macular Degeneration
• Diabetic Eye Disease
• Cornea Surgery

Professional, Personalized & Quaility Eye Care
Our Services Include:

• Cosmetic Eye Procedures
• Pediatric Ophthamology
• LASIK
• Routine Eye Exams
• Contact Lenses
• Eyewear for the Whole Family

 St. Vincent’s Hospital-Riverside
DePaul Building
2 Shircliff Way, 

Suite 120, 
Jacksonville, FL 32204

2023 Professional Center Drive
Orange Park, FL 32073

1615 County Rd 220, Suite 140 
Fleming Island, FL 32003

•

11790 San Jose Boulevard
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Now offering SATURDAY APPOINTMENTS 
at the San Jose location 
from 8:00 AM-3:00 PM

(904) 679-5697 • 778 SR 13, #4 Saint John’s, FL., 32259
Located one mile south from Julington Creek Bridge

Youth and Adult Ballroom Dance Classes

Ask about our  
Wedding 
Packages!

Devon Mosteller of St. Johns County graduated 
first in his class of 222 in the U.S. Army 128th 
Aviation Brigade. He is a crew chief in every 
aviation helicopter, including AH-64 Apache and 
avionics systems for all army helicopters. He is in 
the Bravo Company, serving in Afghanistan. Mo-
steller graduated from Bartram Trail High School 
in 2016. He loved dressing up and playing “army” when he was younger, and 
always told his mom that he was going to join the Army when he got bigger. 
He followed his dream and is now serving and protecting his country.

St. Johns native fulfills 
childhood dream

Photo courtesy Dorothy Kurant

On July 13, a group of local artists 
known as the First Coast Plein Air 
painters will be painting at Alpine 
Groves Park, putting their skills to 
work capturing the beautiful landscape. 
Members of this group are dedicated to 
capturing the raw landscape in “open 
air” paintings and they paint all over 
northeast Florida. 

“We are always looking for new mem-
bers to come paint with us. That’s why 
we are here; to support each other and 
help each other learn more about plein-
air landscape painting,” said Stephen 

Dunn, president of the First Coast Plein 
Air painters. 

The public is invited to see artists paint 
plein-air this summer: July 13, 14, and 
15 at Alpine Groves Park and July 25 at 
8 p.m. in San Marco. Monthly meet-
ings are held on the second Tuesday of 
each month at 6:30 p.m. at the Cork 
Arts District and the group will sponsor 
a member show opening Sept. 8 from 
1 p.m. – 3 p.m. at Jewish Community 
Alliance.  First Coast Plein-Air Paint-
ers is a nonprofit organization based in 
Jacksonville.

Local artists capture beautiful River 
City in monthly “paint-outs” 
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Ten years ago, Malea Guiriba of Swit-
zerland opened a pie shop in Hastings 
to raise funds for low-income and 
underserved residents. Today Pie in the 
Sky (PIE) is a registered 501c3 charity 
operating out of a rented warehouse 
in St. Augustine with more than 90 
volunteers who deliver free, farm fresh 
produce, healthy foods, and household 
and personal care items twice a month 
to 465 low-income seniors across the 
county. These seniors were on the 
Council on Aging’s (COA) Meals on 
Wheels waitlist; while they were able to 
prepare their own meals, they lacked ac-
cess to healthy food and had insufficient 
income to buy it. 

“Filling in the cracks” for the poor and 
underserved has always been a part of 
PIE’s mission, and it’s not just about 
the food. Connecting these populations 
with organizations that can provide for 
other needs such as housing assistance 
or medical treatment is a big priority. 
PIE volunteers who visit twice a month 
are key, relaying the needs to PIE’s con-
nection and referral service. Volunteers 
also provide meaningful interactions 
for seniors, some of whom may not see 
other visitors for weeks. Those contacts 
are as important as the food deliveries. 
Fruit Cove residents and long-time vol-
unteers, Mickey and John Fraser, take 
a lot of pride in their work and have a 
special love for their 16 clients living 
along Route 1, south of St. Augustine. 
Their deliveries help PIE recipients cook 
healthy meals for themselves and assure 
them that they matter. 

PIE is proud to be the recipient of a 
$10,000 Delores Barr Weaver grant and 
her challenge grant of $5,000, meeting 
that challenge three months before the 
July 15 deadline. The grant will help 
director Malea Guiriba and operations 
partner Phyllis Wood expand services 
to 500 people next year and reduce the 
Meals on Wheels waitlist further. PIE 
needs additional volunteers to make 
these plans a reality. Mrs. M, a client, 
said it all: “Please let people know that 
one onion makes a difference.”

July starts PIE’s “Christmas in July” 
program to collect donations of new 
comfort items such as fleece body 
throws and special toiletry sets to be 
given to each senior for Christmas. St. 
Johns CARES (www.stjohnscares.org) 
has added PIE to the list of charities it 
supports. You can help PIE fly high this 
July and beyond with your donations 
of Christmas gifts, household items, 
money, or volunteer services. Contact 
PIE online at www.pieintheskystjohns.
org or call Malea Guiriba at (904) 382-
9939.

Dianne Battle is a member of St. Johns 
CARES, Inc.

Pie in the Sky flies high in July
By Dianne Battle
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Dianne Battle

PIE volunteer Mickey Fraser and Director Malea 
Guiriba with a basket of fresh potatoes and onions 

that “make a difference.” 

Flagler Health+ celebrated the opening of its new primary care and pediatrics office 
in Palencia with a ribbon cutting ceremony on Monday, June 10 outside the new 
offices, located at 120 Palencia Village Drive, Suite 107.  Joining representatives from 
the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce for the ceremony were Dr. Juliana Ray-
maker (primary care physician at the location), Dr. Todd Batenhorst (Vice President 
of Primary/Ambulatory Care at Flagler Health+), Flagler Health+ CEO Jason Barrett 
and Dr. Meredith Brazell (pediatrician at the location). 

New primary care and pediatrics option in Palencia
Photo courtesy Patrick Appolonia
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Jacksonville’s 
Largest Upscale 

Consignment Store

Pickup Service Offered In Limited Area!

• Accepting and Selling furniture (living room, 
dining room, bedroom, etc) 

•  Home decor (lamps, rugs, artwork, tchotchke)    
• New items arrive daily.
• We are ready to accept your entire house, 

estate, etc.
• We also offer inventory liquidation service 

for builders, home and furniture industry 
businesses, etc.

(904) 880-8448 * www.EncoreDecorFL.com
10830 San  Jose Boulevard (across from Walmart)

Mon - Sat 10 - 7 • Sun 12-5

Water Problems?

Ask Us About 
Salt Delivery

Or Rental 
Systems

Iron • Bacteria • Sulfur • Salts • 
Color • Lead • Hardness And Odor

• REMOVE •

3760 Kori Road • 904-262-0197 • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT ANSWERS, NO HIGH PRESSURE!
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!”

FREE WATER 
TESTING

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!”

“I only want cremation.”

Call for pricing
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

Mandarin Garden Club

Friday, August 2, 9am - 2pm
Saturday, August 3, 9am - 12pm

2892 Loretto Road, 32223

Dollar Clothing & Jewelry Sale

In an effort to promote community 
health and well-being this summer, the 
St. Johns County School District will 
open its high school facilities to the 
public on select Wednesday evenings 
throughout the summer. Outdoor facili-
ties at Allen D. Nease, Bartram Trail, 
Creekside, Pedro Menendez, Ponte Ve-
dra and St. Augustine high schools will 
be open the following dates and times.

Wednesday, July 10, 6  p.m. – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, July 17, 6  p.m. – 8 p.m.

Wednesday, July 24, 6  p.m. – 8 p.m.

High school facilities open to public on 
Wednesdays
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Access to the tennis courts, track and 
outdoor basketball courts will be en-
couraged. Access will not be provided to 
the gymnasiums, stadium fields, batting 
cages, baseball fields, softball fields, or 
multi-purpose fields. The facilities will 
not be open to any organized practices, 
games or sport-sponsored, fee-based 
training and pets are not permitted. 

All St. Johns County School Board Poli-
cies will apply.

The WGV Five Star Tigers won the USSSA Beast Mode championship in New Smyrna 
Beach on May 19 behind a stellar pitching performance by Ayden Ramos. Ramos held 
the Jax Bombsquad to one run over four innings while the Tigers feasted on Bombsquad 
pitching, run ruling them by 12 runs. The Tigers went 5 – 0 over the weekend with an 
excellent outing on the mound by Colin Ulrich in the semi-final game, a walk off hit by 
Hudson Dye and outstanding offense by Marc Mitchell (6 for 8), Ayden Ramos(7 for 14 
and one homerun) and Gabe Gerhardt (7 for 15). 

The Tigers are Philip Farakawa, Gabe Gethardt, Ty Dellbrugge, Blake Warner, Justin 
Osbourne, Marc Mitchell, Ayden Ramos, Hudson Dye, Will Braig, Austen Pankey, Co-
lin Ulrich and are coached by Ernie Dye, Adam Ulrich, Kevin Dellbrugge and General 
Manager Quinten Dye. 

WGV Five 
Star Tigers 
win again

Photo courtesy Bob Mitchell
On Friday, May 24, the inaugural kindergarten class of Freedom Crossing 
Academy dedicated a time capsule to mark the school’s first year.

Principal Allen Anderson, School Board member Beverly Slough and kinder-
garten teacher Ginger Kastor all addressed the students; Freddy the Falcon 
made an appearance as well. In the time capsule were two different newspaper 
articles, facts about the St. Johns County School District, a picture and slide-
show of all kindergarten classes, and a questionnaire filled out by each student 
that was scrolled and wrapped with ribbon to match the student’s height. 

Freedom Crossing Academy 
kindergartners bury time capsule

Photos courtesy Ginger Kastor

School Board member Beverly Slough addressed the attendees.

Freedom Crossing Academy kindergarteners.

The time capsule is buried.
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© Baptist Health 2019

Breathe easy.  
Relief is right  
around the  
corner.

Located at Baptist Medical Center South     
14550 Old St. Augustine Rd. • Jacksonville, FL 32258

BAPTIST

SPECIALISTS

Welcome to allergy season! It’s that time of the year when allergies are usually at their worst. 

When allergies or sinus issues cause nasal congestion, fatigue and ear pressure, it’s difficult to get 
through the day. How do you get rid of these symptoms and enjoy this beautiful time of the year?

We can provide you with the answers you need, plus new options for relief that over-the-counter 
medications don’t deliver. 

Why not conquer your allergy and sinus symptoms? Call for an appointment today. 

     904.202.ENTS (3687)

     sinuspainjax.com

Superintendent Tim Forson has selected 
Sandra Brunet, director of the Hawaii 
Island-Hawaii Technology Academy in 
Kailua Kona, HI, as the new principal at 
Switzerland Point Middle School. Her 
recommendation was presented to the 
School Board at its June 11 meeting.

Since July 2017, Brunet served as the di-
rector of Hawaii Island at Hawaii Tech-
nology Academy, where she handled 
the day to day management of a K-12 
Public Charter School and implemented 
a blending learning program. Prior to 
this position, she served as the principal 
of North Park Elementary School for 
three years in the Saugus Union School 
District. During her time as principal 
at North Park, her school applied for 
and was awarded a California Gold 
Ribbon Award for Exemplary Educa-
tion. She was an assistant principal and 
acting principal at Bridgeport Elemen-
tary School for three years with 1,285 
students under her leadership. She has 
11 years of middle school and upper el-
ementary teaching experience in a wide 
range of subject matter.

“Ms. Brunet’s various experiences have 
helped her become an exceptional in-
structional leader,” said Forson. “I have 
the utmost confidence she will continue 
the success at SPMS while fostering the 
growth of all staff and students.”

She graduated Magna Cum Laude with 
a bachelor’s degree from the University 
of California, Los Angeles and a master’s 
degree from California State University, 
Northridge.

“I am very excited to join the Switzer-
land Point Middle School family,” said 
Brunet. “I look forward to continuing 
to push forth the vision and excellence 
that is clearly a hallmark of this school. 
I will continue to uphold my own core 
values as a collaborative, visible, ap-
proachable, and inclusive school leader. 
I look forward over the next few months 
of transitioning my family into this 
wonderful community and making 
Switzerland Point Middle School my 
home for many years to come.”

New principal for 
Switzerland Point named
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy St. Johns County School District

Sandra Brunet

For the 
16th year, 
first graders 
at Juling-
ton Creek 
Elementary 
School have 
carried on 
the tradition 
of celebrat-
ing a caring 
attitude by 
making Bun-
ny Buddies. 
This year the 
bunnies will 
be donated 
to the senior 
citizens at 
Westminster 
Woods. 

The children lovingly made more than 
140 cuddly, washable bunnies. The first 
graders also donated hundreds of books 
to accompany the bunnies.

The bunnies are made of soft dishcloths 
and dish towels. Each bunny has a 
poem attached which reads:

Kitchen Bunny

Hi! I’m your kitchen bunny.

When you tire of me,

Untie my pretty ribbons,

For I’m as useful as can be.

I’m no longer a kitchen bunny,

But two dish cloths and a towel you see!

This is the first year that the bun-
nies have been given to Westminster 
Woods and the students are anxious to 
hear how the citizens liked them. The 
Julington Creek first grade classes plan 
to continue their community service 
project as a part of character education 
next year.

New take on Bunny Buddies at 
Julington Creek Elementary
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Heidi Karl

Julington Creek Elementary first graders with their Bunny Buddies.
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One of America’s top hospitals.
UF Health Jacksonville 

UF Health Jacksonville is recognized for achieving some of the best clinical outcomes in 

the country.

Healthgrades, the nation’s leading medical review organization, has named us to its list 

of America’s Best Hospitals for delivering high-quality patient care across a wide range 

of conditions and procedures. 

This honor is possible because of the dedication of our more than 5,000 physicians and 

staff who provide a level of comprehensive, compassionate care found in only a few 

hospitals throughout the nation.

Do you have a UF doctor? You can. Visit UFHealthJax.org to learn more.
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Travel Paint Bank: Discover a railroad town nearly lost to time
By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

CRC1330234  - CCC1327743

� Additions
� Renovations 
� Remodeling 
� Decks 
� Custom Framing 

386-931-2990
Ttally2525@gmail.com

St. Johns FL. 32259

� Flooring 
� Roof Repairs 
� Roof Mitagation
� Windows and Door 
    Replacements

Free 
Estimates

Licensed 
Florida Builder 

since 2002

Tally’s 
ConsTruCTion Co

AC running HOT… See us for an AC Recharge! 

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

500 SR 13 N.
904-217-7326
Behind McDonald’s, 
Next to Primrose
(formerly Julington Creek Tire)

10% OFF - 1ST RESPONDERS AND 
MILITARY PERSONNEL - ID Please
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/16/19 - TCL

$25 OFF
$50 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/16/19 - TCL

$20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/16/19 - TCL

$30 OFF 
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/16/19 - TCL

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/16/19 - TCL

$10 OFF
SYNTHETIC OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/16/19 - TCL

$5 OFF
CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Expires 8/16/19 - TCL

Limited quantities. Does not include disposal fees, tax, 
installation.  Offers cannot be combined. Locally owned and operated

FREE 
Flat Repairs

Ride Home 
Available

STORE
HOURS:

Mon. - Fri. 7 am-6 pm
Sat. 7 am-5 pm
Sun. 8 am-4 pm

Let Jay and his 
team give you 
5-Star Service

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

 

Martha J. “Marti” Kendall  
Licensed Agent/Owner  

12058 San Jose Blvd.# 204  
Jacksonville, Florida 32223

904.230.1063

SERVICE IS NOT 
A SLOGAN, 

IT’S A PROMISE

Thank you for 
16 years! 

Our success would not 
be possible without 
our wonderful clients. 
Thank you for putting 
your trust in us. We 
look forward to serving 
the community for 
many years to come. 

Martha J. “Marti” Kendall  
Licensed Agent/Owner  

12058 San Jose Blvd.# 204  
Jacksonville, Florida 32223  

904.230.1063

Service is not a slogan, it's a promise

 

On a trip through the Blue Ridge 
Mountains of Virginia, I unexpect-
edly found myself spending a night 
in a “glamping” or glamour-camping 
tent. Here I was, nestled in ultra comfy 
king-size bed feeling more like a posh 
apartment than a large tent. This wasn’t 
a movie set; instead, I was in rural 
Paint Bank, a tiny town comprising a 
general store, gas station, depot lodge, 
fishing cabins and a herd of buffalo. 
The as-yet-undiscovered hamlet offers 
distinctive lodging escapes and outdoor 
adventures. 

Paint Bank’s current popula-
tion hovers around 42, but the 
landmark in the Potts Valley 
nearly died after the railroad 
left. Fortunately, Wall Street 
financier John Mulheren and 
wife Nancy gradually pur-
chased properties and brought 
them back to life. They spared 
no expense, even bringing in a 
red caboose as overnight accommoda-
tion.

If you have any interest in whitetail 
bow hunting, eastern gobbler hunt-
ing with a shotgun or bow, fly fishing 
for rainbow trout, float trips on the 
Greenbrier River or simply escaping 
the city for a mountain retreat, head to 
Paint Bank. The scenic beauty of the 
area (near the West Virginia border) 
calms; it’s truly breathtaking — and 

that’s without counting the herd of 200 
bison and Oreo cows (Galloway Belted 
black cows with a broad band of white 
running around their bellies). 

You can dine at the Swinging Bridge 
Restaurant, a rear addition to the 
General Store that 
incorporates indoor 
trees, a second-story 
rope bridge and a 
little brook running 
through it. Nancy 

Mulheren 
explained 
that the 
trees were 
construct-
ed from 

foam, like many Disney imitations, but 
they fooled me. John wanted a creek for 
indoor fishing, but logistically it turned 
into more a stream with taxidermied an-
imals — think Bass Pro Shops displays. 
The homey-feeling restaurant serves 
mighty fine bison burgers and steaks 
from the herd raised down the road. All 
menu items are made from scratch with 
handed down local recipes. 

John and Nancy Mulheren stumbled 

upon the place back in 1986. John had 
big plans, but unfortunately lost his 
life in 2003. Nancy continued in his 
memory and for their large family of ad-
opted children and now grandchildren. 
They consider Paint Bank a second 

home and Nancy’s 
artistic touch is 
everywhere. 

I stayed in the 
5-star glamping 
creekside tent, 
complete with a 
bathroom con-
taining a separate 
toilet and shower 
enclosures. I also 
enjoyed a flat-

screen TV, an array of reading material 
and a bottle of Champagne. A break-
fast basket of goodies and thermos of 
coffee were delivered to my door in the 

morning. I reveled in the luxurious tent, 
but would have been equally impressed 
by a night in the authentic caboose or 

the cozily decorated 1909 depot lodge. 
There’s also a to-die-for fishing log cabin 
and the authentically refurbished 1967 
Airstream “Land Yacht” Overlander 
trailer. All incorporate antiques, period 
photos and modern accent pieces like 
the pages of a home interior design 
magazine. 

Meander Paint Bank’s grounds and 
you’ll come the renovated, partially 
working Tingler’s Mill. There’s plenty 
of grass for picnics and letting the kids 
run, or just sitting on porch rocking 
chairs, passing the time. Swings and 
benches are located down by the river. A 
fascinating state run fish hatchery rests 
nearby. 

Although quirky, Paint Bank is a 
getaway that would more than please a 
variety of discerning visitors from day-
trippers at the West Virginia Greenbrier 
Resort to romantic couples or motor-
cycle and biking groups, hunting and 
fishing enthusiasts, family reunions or 
singles. And, best yet, it’s very afford-
able. I’m ready to return for fall foliage. 

Visit www.thedepotlodge.com for more 
information. Visit www.bylandersea.com 
to read more of local travel writer Debi 
Lander’s stories and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Glamping tent from the outside.

Inside the glamping tent.

Paint Bank’s General Store.

Part of Paint Bank’s bison herd.
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HEARTWORMS CAN     
   BE SERIOUS

New Clients Only. Must present coupon. 
Not valid with other offers. Expires 9/15/19

FREE
EXAM
Complete Physical

Exam Included
($38.95 Value)

WALK-INS WELCOME  •  EXTENDED HOURS WWW.FOREVERVETS.COM

$10 OFF
WELLNESS MEMBERSHIP

Must present coupon. Not valid with other 
offers. Expires 9/15/19

Why A Wellness Plan:
� Pay for your pets preventive care at  
 a greatly reduced rate
� Spread the cost over 12 months, all  
 with no interest
�	 Multiple	free	office	visits
� Exams are included
� Discounts up to 50% on our 
 medical services

FREE 
TRIFEXIS

With Purchase

6 MONTHS 1 free Dose
And $10 Mail in Rebate

12 MONTHS 2 free doses
And $35 Instant Rebate

CAN HELP PREVENT IT
Facts:
Affected by mosquitoes found in all 50 states
Treatment can be expensive
Treatment can be painful/fatal
Cats can get heartworms too
Preventive:
Regular Exams
Monthly heartworm prevention
Yearly heartworm testing

OPEN 
7 DAYS 
A WEEK

                                

Must present coupon.  Not valid with other 
offers. Expires 9/15/19

RACETRACK ROAD | 904-287-5625
2758 Race Track Rd. Suite 409, Fruit Cove

MURABELLA | 904-679-3432
74 Capulet Dr. Unit 204, St. Augustine

NOCATEE | 904-686-2779
80 Pine Lake Dr. Suite A, Ponte Vedra

BAYMEADOWS | 904-733-5100
8505 Baymeadows Rd., Jacksonville

TINSELTOWN | 904-619-9733
4372 Southside Blvd. Suite 308, Jacksonville

BEACH & SAN PABLO | 904-367-2787
14185 Beach Blvd. Unit 8, Jacksonville Beach

Take

THAT
injury.

You don't have to drive far to get quality ER care. 

We offer fast ER care that's right in your neighborhood. 

Check out our website to see our average ER wait times: 

MemorialHospitalJax.com/TakeThat.

J U L I N G T O N  C R E E K

memorialemergency
42 Doctors Village Dr.
(Located off Race Track Road)

(904) 230-5000


