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St. Johns County Fight Night:  
First responders to box for charity

LineLineCreekCreekTheThe

Q A&

CAA Flag 
Football 
celebrates 
anniversary

Photos courtesy Dana Kelley 

CAA Flag Football co-founders George and Mary 
Vancore and Debbie and Steve McCabe.

CAA Flag Football cont. on pg. 2

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

On Jan. 11, on a regularly sched-
uled day of games, a ceremony was 
held at Plantation Park to recognize 
the 35th anniversary of CAA Flag 
Football. According to founding 
member George Vancore, back in 
1988, the CAA league offered Pop 
Warner football in the fall and base-
ball in the spring — and in between 
there wasn’t much for kids to do.

“So we started taking kids to Mills 
Field on Sunday afternoons to just 
throw the football around,” Vancore 
said.

Join us to learn more about advanced treatment options to help manage your Disease.
 Family and friends are welcome to attend this educational event.  *FREE meal provided.

Option 2
Date: Tuesday February 25, 2025 • 11:00am 

Location:  Sacred Heart Catholic , 7190 Hwy 17 S 
Fleming Island, FL 32003

Register to Attend: http://learndbs.com/1599

Option 1
 Date: Tuesday February 18, 2025 • 11:00am 

Location: The Yards, 254 Alta Mar Drive, 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

Register to Attend in Person: http://learndbs.com/1613

RSVP also available by phone: Alaine Keebaugh, PhD (c) 770-356-6410 

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

A new family-friendly event is coming 
to St. Johns County — Fight Night 
will test the boxing skills of employees 
of the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office 
against those of St. Johns County Fire 
and Rescue. Benefitting from the event 
will be the soon-to-be-built Diamond of 
Dreams, a ball field and playground for 
children with special needs, along with 
Historic St. Johns PAL (Police Athletic 
League), an organization that provides 
all youth an opportunity to play a vari-
ety of sports.

Fight Night will be held on Feb. 13 
beginning at 6 p.m. at the St. Augustine 
Amphitheatre. The St. Johns County 
Sheriff’s Office held its first boxing event 
last year on a smaller scale and as part 
of another event. It was a huge success. 
According to Fight Night coordinator 
SJSO Deputy Krissie Padgett, a stand 
alone event this year made sense for a 
few reasons.

“The logistics were difficult to piggy 
back off another event,” Padgett said. 

“We also needed to be able to sell more 
tickets to meet the demand. We were 
turning people away at the smaller 
venue last year. Already [in early Janu-
ary] we have sold more tickets than last 
year.”

The event will consist of 15 bouts; the 
first three bouts will feature teenag-

ers from the PAL boxing 
program. The main events 
will be the 12 bouts pitting 
first responders from SJSO 
against those from St. Johns 
Fire and Rescue. 

Padgett said that the fighters 
have been training for about 
four months, three times per 
week, to get ready for the 
fight. 

“It takes a big commitment 
to do this,” she said. “The 
fighters have to make sure 
their cardio and skill levels 
are up.”

The St. Augustine Amphithe-
atre will host the event and 
stadium seating will be avail-
able. The ring will be in the 

pit on the floor, offering great viewing, 
especially for the seats that will be added 
to the pit. Padgett said the fighters will 
walk out on the stage before entering 
the pit to fight. Two SJSO deputies will 
act as DJ and The Amp will have food 
and beverage vendors to add to the 
festive atmosphere. Fight Night swag, 
including commemorative patches and 
shirts, will be available for purchase. 
The fight is sanctioned by the Combat 
Sports Athletic Commission, which will 
also provide some of the judges — in 
addition to a few current MMA fighters.

St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick 
is a big fan of not only the event, but 
also of the beneficiaries of the pro-
ceeds. Citing the success of the Field 
of Dreams in NW St. Johns County, 
he said that his wife Kendell Hardwick 
was inspired also by her work dealing 
with the special needs population in 
St. Johns County Schools to provide a 
similar project in the southern part of 
the county.

“The Diamond of Dreams will be 
located on PAL property leased from 
the Board of County Commissioners off 

Photos courtesy Taylor Levesque

Fighters from last year’s event with Sheriff Rob Hardwick and Kendell Hardwick.

Fight Night cont. on pg.2Practice session with St. Johns County Fire and Rescue.

Celebrating 
25 years!
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Comprehensive storage 
solutions

to meet every need offering 
both security and flexibility.

Secure Vehicle
Storage

Secure Your Spot Today
(904) 525 9881

 BEACHWALKSTORAGE.COM

Convenient Location
125 Cumberland Park Dr,
St. Augustine, FL 32095

A SAFE HAVEN FOR 
YOUR AUTOMOTIVE

LEGACY

Secure Your Spot Today.

The perfect sanctuary for 
your cherished automotive 

treasures.  We redefine 
auto storage setting the 
standard for excellence.

(904) 525 9881
 AutoToyVault.com

Secure RV, Boat, 
Trailer Storage

“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

March 1, 2025
Mandarin Presbyterian Church

mandarinpres.com/legacy

An event designed to help grandparents 
build a spiritual legacy within their families

Save your Spot Today!

With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 2/28/2025

By early 1989 the games between kids 
from Julington Creek versus kids from 
Mandarin had really taken off and it 
was decided to start a league. Four 
teams in 1989 grew to 12 teams in 
1990.

Steve and Debbie McCabe were instru-
mental in forming and serving on the 
first board and were recognized at the 
Jan. 11 along with Vancore as found-
ers and “steadfast advocates” for the 
league’s success. 

Vancore remained active with the 
league until he stepped away in 2013, 
but others have stepped up and the 
league continues to succeed and grow. 
Today, there are more than 750 athletes 
between the ages of five and 16 who 
play flag football.

“If you can put something in place 
that’s sustainable, others will take over,” 
Vancore said. “It’s not an easy lift, but 
it’s very rewarding.”

Vancore noted that the league contin-

ues to be run by volunteers who give of 
their hearts every day. High school age 
students, who have grown up playing 
flag football in the league, often return 
as coaches of younger teams and as 
referees. 

CAA Flag Football offers both coed and 
girls only leagues, with practice begin-
ning in November and games lasting 
through January each year. Games are 
played at Plantation Park. Signups start 
in July, online at www.caaflagfootball.
org.

CAA Flag Football teams.

CAA Flag Football co-founder George Vancore.

Nease Road,” Sheriff Hardwick said. 
“It will include a carpeted playing field 
that is wheelchair accessible as well as 
a playground. The idea is for the PAL 
kids and the special needs kids to all 
be able to play together and learn from 
each other.”

Sheriff Hardwick said that fundraising 
for this project is ongoing, including 
the Fight Night event, but that Kend-
ell Hardwick also successfully made a 
presentation to the Board of County 
Commissioners and was granted about 
$2 million in ARPA funds that were 
set to expire if not utilized. Phase 1 of 

site preparation should be underway 
shortly and the goal is to have children 
on the field this time next year.

Event promoter SJSO Deputy Padgett 
and SJCFR Public Information Officer 
Chris Naff are looking forward to a 
great event and seeing many commu-
nity members there.

“It’s important to remember that these 
are not professional fighters,” Padgett 
said. “In real life, they fight fires and 
crimes. They are boxing on the side to 
represent their agency and raise money 
for a good cause.”

Naff agreed and 
said that each 
bout will be 
different and 
exciting, with 
an actual belt 
awarded to the 
winner.

“Plus, the win-
ners will have 
bragging rights 
for the next 
year,” Naff said.

Fight Night cont. from pg.1

 Practice session with St. Johns County Sheriff ’s Office.
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF Meet Punkin!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed: 

Black Bombay. 

Favorite Activity: 

Playing in the woods and being outside. 

Favorite Food: 

Shredded chicken in gravy. 

Favorite Friend: 

Layla, his sister. 

How did your BFF get their name? 

Punkin got his name because his human 

dad had two Punkins before him. He is 

“Punkin The 3rd.”
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Happy 
Valentine’s Day!

from your 
friends at The 

CreekLine

A. cards  B. roses C. romance   D. February

 

Valid in-store the participating
stores listed. Coupon not

valid for Seed/Bird Food, Camera
Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards,

DSC Memberships, or Sale Items.
Cannot be combined with
other coupons/discounts.

Offer expires 02/28/25
ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

Advertise with your community newspapers!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com

Effective Marketing. Better Results.
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activities 
for seniors on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in 
Orangedale. Cards, crafts and games start 
each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exer-
cise, Bunco and Bingo among the additional 
activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day. 
Contact Program Coordinator Gail Godzich 
at (904) 209-3658 or ggodzich@stjohnscoa.
com for more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming (with 
all items donated to charity) meets every 
Wednesday from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Maple 
Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race Track 
Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s Facebook 
page (Playing HOOKie) or email playinghook-
ie2022@gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays 
the game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot” on 
Wednesdays. If you are interested in join-
ing, please call (904) 230-6962 and leave a 
message.

2nd: A Course In Miracles Study 
Group will meet on Sundays 

from 9 a.m. – 10 a.m. at Unity Church for 
Creative Living, 2777 Race Track Road. This 
is a unique spiritual self-study program 
designed to awaken attendees to the truth 
of their oneness with God. Cost: donation. 
For more information, call (904) 287-1505 or 
email UCCLoffice2777@gmail.com.

4th: Happy Hookers crochet group 
will meet at the Bartram Trail 

Branch Library on Feb. 4 and Feb. 18 from 
5:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. The group crochets or 
knits blankets for cancer patients at area 
hospitals. All skill levels are welcome. Visit 
www.sjcpls.org or call (904) 827-6960.

4th: Honeybee Quilters Guild will 
meet on Tuesday, Feb. 4 at 

6:30 p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church 
on the Loretto Road Campus in the Kids 
Space at 2501 Loretto Road. New members/

guests welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org 
for more information.

5th: Widow to Widow, support 
group for widows by widows 

is held at Council on Aging (COA) River 
House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augustine 
on Wednesdays from 11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) or 
email tharris@coasjc.org for more informa-
tion. 

6th: Open Game Play at Council 
on Aging (COA) River House, 

179 Marine Street in St. Augustine. Bring 
your deck of cards or board game (there are 
also games available at River House) and 
socialize over a friendly game of your choos-
ing on Thursdays from 12:15 p.m. – 3:15 p.m. 
Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) or 
email tharris@coasjc.org for more informa-
tion.

8th: The Bartram Trail Geneal-
ogy Club meets the second 

Saturday of each month (this month, Feb. 
8) from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. at the Bartram Trail 
Branch Library. This month’s topic is “Iden-
tifying Members’ High School Photos.” New 
and experienced genealogy members are 
welcomed. Email ginglish@comcast.net for 
more information. Visit www.facebook.com/
groups/BTGenClubGroup to send a request 
to join the club. 

8th: Friends of Alpine Park group 
will meet on Feb. 8 at 11 a.m. 

at the Harris-Bennett Farmhouse in Alpine 
Groves Park, 2060 State Road 13. Docents 
will conduct tours of the historic farmhouse 
from 12 p.m. until 2 p.m. The tours are free, 
and everyone is invited. Email friendsofalpin-
epark@gmail.com for more information. 

10th: The Northwest St. Johns 
County United for Progress 

Club will elect its 2025 officers and welcome 
Rachel Grage who will outline legislative 
action for 2025 on Feb. 10. Social time begins 

at 6:30 p.m. followed by the meeting at 7 
p.m. Email nwsjcp@gmail.com for meeting 
details.

11th: Bartram Trail Women’s Club 
will host its meeting and 

luncheon on Feb. 11 beginning at 11 a.m. at St. 
Johns Golf and Country Club. The luncheon 
theme is “Valentine’s Day Trivia.” Checks for 
$32 should be made payable to BTNC and 
mailed to Brenda Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon 
Court, St. Augustine, FL 32092 no later than 
Feb. 4. Visit www.facebook.com/BTNC1 for 
more information and a membership form.

12th: Metaphysics 1, a five-week 
class which will explore pow-

erful Divine ideas, principles and laws that 
will improve lives and expand conscious-
ness will begin on Feb. 12 from 7 p.m. – 9 p.m. 
The cost is $120. The class will be held at 
Unity Church for Creative Living, 2777 Race 
Track Road. Register at unityinjax.com. Call 
(904) 287-1505 or email UCCLoffice2777@ 
gmail.com for more information. 

15th: Saturday Adult Book Club 
will meet at the Bartram 

Trail Branch Library at 10 a.m. on Feb. 15 to 
discuss “Book Lovers” by Emily Henry. Bever-
ages and a light snack will be provided by 
the Friends of the Library. Call the library at 
(904) 827-6960 or email akuhn@sjcfl.us for 
more information.

17th: The All Star Quilters Guild 
will meet at 9:30 a.m. for 

socializing prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on 
Monday, Feb. 17 at First Christian Church, 
11924 San Jose Blvd. The program will feature 
a “Past and Present” trunk show. “Show and 
Tell” is always a feature. Guests are wel-
come. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for more 
information.

19th: Coin Collecting for Kids will 
be held at the Bartram Trail 

Branch Library on Feb. 19 from 4 p.m. – 5 p.m. 
Join Tony Bonaro from the Florida United 

Numismatists to learn about history, geogra-
phy, math, and science while studying coins. 
Call the library at (904) 827-6960 for more 
information.

19th: Free Tech Help with David 
will be held on Wednes-

day, Feb. 19 from 10:30 a.m. – 12 p.m. at the 
Bartram Trail Branch Library. Drop in for tech 
assistance with Android, Apple, and reader 
devices; no RSVPs required. Bring your 
device fully charged and know your pass-
words. Visit sjcpls.org/branches/bartram-
trail-branch/ for more information.

20th: William Bartram Scenic 
Highway Group will meet on 

Thursday, Feb. 20 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at 
Westminster Woods, Gathering Place Room. 
Join the discussion to keep NW St. Johns 
County Scenic and Historic and preserve the 
State Road 13 Scenic Highway. Virtual meet-
ing access is available; contact alabbat@
comcast.net or call (904) 699-8475.

20th: Newcomers of North 
Saint Johns will hold a 

luncheon on Thursday, Feb. 20 beginning at 
11:15 a.m. at Alhambra Theatre and Dining, 
12000 Beach Blvd. in Jacksonville. Attendees 
will enjoy lunch and a full presentation of 
“West Side Story.” The cost for the luncheon 
and program is $45 for members and $55 
for guests. Register by Feb. 4. Visit https://
newcomersofnorthstjohns.org for more 
information.

28th: “Exploitation of the Elderly 
and Disabled” a free lecture 

by Megan Wall, St. Johns County Legal Aid, 
will be presented at Council on Aging (COA) 
River House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augus-
tine, on Friday, Feb. 28 from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) or 
email tharris@coasjc.org for more informa-
tion.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsFebruaryFebruary Community Calendar

WOOD SIGN WORKSHOPS
TO GUIDE YOUR INNER-DIY!

Register for Workshops
boardandbrush.com/stjohns

530 State Rd 13 North
(904) 798-0900

• 800+ Sign Options
• Public Classes

• Private Events
• Corporate Events

U S E  C O D E

F O R  $ 5  O F F  
A  P Y P  W O R K S H O P ! *

CREEKLINE

*Good thru YE2025

Celebrating   all month long 
Cajun inspired dishes & drink specials! 

On the Menu…
Escargot a'la Bourguignonne

Oysters Bienville
Shrimp Etouffee
Po' Boy Sandwiches

Mississippi Fried Catfish

Warm Bread Pudding
and MORE!

Tues-Sat 4:30pm - 9pm
Sun 12pm - 9pm



The CreekLine February 2025 | Page 5

Q A& with St. Johns County School Board 
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Thrive
Coffee

FarmHand 
Foundation

Lippman
Farms

HARVESTING 
RICH REWARDS

Unearthing Mother Nature brings gifts of abundance.  
At HarborChase, a bounty of locally grown produce, 

dairy and seafood artfully moves from land and  
sea to the well-appointed table.

Senior living inspired by new heights of excellence.

Mandarin  |  (904) 584-9817

WATCH OUR FARM 
TO TABLE JOURNEY

2892 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville FL 32223

PLANT
SALE

Friday, March 7 - 9 am - 2 pm
Saturday, March 8 - 9 am - 2 pm

Q: Do you have any update on the 
search for a new superintendent for 
St. Johns County schools?

A: We approved the timeline for the 
search at our school board meeting on 
Jan. 14. The first item will be a survey, 
to be widely distributed to all members 
of the community, to get input on what 
the public sees as important qualities of 
the new superintendent. The survey will 
have five categories of 10 questions each 
and we are asking respondents to select 
three questions from each category that 
they deem the most important. The five 
categories are performance accountabil-
ity; board, staff and community rela-
tions; instructional leadership; business, 
financial and operational; and personal 
leadership qualities. 

Q: When will the survey be available 
and how do people find it?

A: The survey will be online from Jan. 
20 through Feb. 14. A link will be 
very visible on the front page of the St. 
Johns County School District website 
(stjohns.k12.fl.us). Information on how 
to obtain paper copies of the survey will 
also be available on the front page.

Q: Are there other opportunities for 
community input?

A: Between Feb. 3 and Feb. 21, we will 
host a series of forums and focus groups. 
General ones will be held in the north 
and south portions of the county and 
specialized ones will also be held for 
groups such as the teachers union and 
the business community. Again, this 
information will be available on the 
front page of our website. On Feb. 26, 
we will hold a school board workshop 
where we will discuss the results of the 
surveys to ascertain qualities suggested 
by the community to put together the 
advertisement for the superintendent 
position. We will also discuss the salary 
range and length of the contract at this 
workshop.

Q: What happens next?

A: The advertisement period will last 
from March 3 to March 28. At the April 
10 board meeting we will identify the 

semifinalists and work on interview 
questions. All applications received will 
be posted on our website. We will reach 
out to these semifinalists with questions 
to be answered in written and some in 
video form. On April 25, the board will 
meet to identify the finalists.

Q: Will there be onsite interviews? 
And when will the superintendent be 
selected?

A: Onsite interviews, including both 
public and private interviews with 
individual board members will be held 
the week of May 12. During this week, 
there will also be opportunities for the 
public to meet the candidates. On May 
20, the board will meet at 9 a.m. to se-
lect the new superintendent. This school 
board meeting is being moved from the 
stated date of May 13 and also the time 
is earlier in the day due to there being 
two graduation ceremonies the evening 
of May 20. Contract negotiations will 
start and a start date will be determined. 
We anticipate this to be on or before 
July 1.

Q: This seems like a very busy and 
compact process. Do you have any 
idea how many applications you ex-
pect to receive?

A: Our consultant tells us that this is a 
very coveted position that doesn’t come 
open often in our district. The consul-
tant expects something in the neighbor-
hood of 20 applications. We expect both 
internal and external candidates.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 1?

A: We are all heartbroken that two of 
our students have recently had accidents 
on the way to school. I urge parents to 
talk to their students about being dili-
gent and careful on their way to school. 
And I also urge drivers to pay attention 
to the road and be extremely careful as 
well. 

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

On Jan. 10, the fifth graders 
in Gomati Sutaria and Kristi 
Wilson’s gifted/blended classes 
culminated their study of the 
American Revolution by putting 
on a wax museum. Students posed 
in costume as a notable personal-
ity of the Revolution, came to life 
when a button was pressed, and 
gave a speech about their role and 
contribution. The museum visitors 
consisted of fifth grade classes, 
selected third and fourth grade 
classes, administration, and par-
ents of the “wax statues.” Students 
demonstrated their mastery of the 
standard: “SS.5.A.5.2- Identify 
significant individuals and groups 
who played a role in the American 
Revolution.”

JCE fifth graders take part in wax museum

Photo courtesy Gomati Sutaria
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Q A& with St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit 
Court and County Comptroller Brandon J. 
Patty 

Guest Column

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

By St. Johns County Property Appraiser Eddie Creamer

At the St. Johns County Property Ap-
praiser’s Office, we have launched a 
new and enhanced online application 
that provides St. Johns County home-
owners with the opportunity to quickly 
and efficiently file for exemptions, 
including homestead, widow(er) and 
portability. The new application is sub-
mitted through a secure online portal 
and provides homeowners with step-
by-step assistance and continual com-
munication during the process. The 
new application also provides a quick 
approval turnaround for complete and 
valid applications, often within one 
business day. The application can be 
found on our website at www.sjcpa.
gov/exemptions.

Here at the Property Appraiser’s Office, 
we want to make filing for exemptions 
as convenient and easy as possible for 
our homeowners. This new applica-
tion allows our homeowners to file for 
exemptions from the comfort of their 
own home and when their schedule 
allows while also providing a more 
secure, streamlined process with faster 
approvals. 

The online portal and application are 
through Just Appraised, a business 

partner of our office. By setting up an 
account with the online portal, home-
owners can file for multiple exemp-
tions and make changes as needed at 
any time. Currently, homeowners can 
apply for homestead, portability and 
widow(er) exemptions through the new 
application. By the end of the year, all 
other property-related exemptions can 
be applied for online. In the meantime, 
all other exemptions can be filed by 
visiting our office at 4030 Lewis Speed-
way in St. Augustine. Visit www.sjcpa.
gov/otherexemptions for a complete list 
of available exemptions.

The deadline to apply for exemptions 
for the 2025 tax year is March 3, 2025. 
Exemptions reduce the property tax 
bill for eligible homeowners. For ad-
ditional information, call our office at 
(904) 827-5500 or visit our website at 
www.sjcpa.gov. 

Our mission at the St. Johns County 
Property Appraiser’s Office is to pre-
pare a tax roll that is fair, equitable and 
accurate and in a timely manner while 
complying with Florida Statutes and 
the requirements of the Florida Con-
stitution. Our office has 46 employ-
ees and manages more than 185,000 
parcels.

St. Johns County Property Appraiser’s 
Office launches new online application 
for exemptions 

Q. With Valentine’s Day around 
the corner, will your office host 
any special ceremonies this year?

A. We will be holding our annual 
Valentine’s Day group wedding 
ceremony on Friday, Feb. 14, 2025, 
at 1 p.m. This year we’re including 
vow renewals, and we are partner-
ing with House of Assembly Events 
to host this momentous occasion at 
The Carriage House in downtown 
St. Augustine.

Q. Can you provide details for 
couples interested in registering?

A. To tie the knot or renew vows 
during the group ceremony on Val-
entine’s Day, couples must register 
online by visiting stjohnsclerk.
com/wedding. Registration closes 
on Friday, Feb. 7 at 5 p.m. The 
ceremony is limited to the first 50 
couples. Participating couples must 
also purchase their marriage license 
from the clerk’s office no later than 
Feb. 10. Photography services are 
available for an additional fee; if 
interested, choose this option when 
registering.

Q. For couples who can’t attend 
the group ceremony, what services 
do you provide at your office? 

A. Our clerks love helping couples 
navigate the process of starting a 

new life together in marriage by 
assisting with marriage applica-
tions and issuing marriage licenses. 
In 2024, we issued 2,765 marriage 
licenses, and introduced a new 
wedding photo service to capture 
couples in their special moment. 
For couples who can’t make it to our 
special Valentine’s Day event, we 
also perform wedding ceremonies 
during regular business hours at the 
Richard O. Watson judicial center, 
located at 4010 Lewis Speedway in 
St. Augustine. While walk-ins are 
welcome, couples can also book 
an appointment online. Note that 
marriage licenses are not valid until 
three days after issuance (applies to 
Florida residents only).

Q. What is the best way for 
people to contact you with ques-
tions?

A. For questions about the services 
we provide at the Clerk’s office, our 
Customer Care Call Center is avail-
able Monday – Friday from 8 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. at (904) 819-3600, and by 
email at clerk@stjohnsclerk.com. I 
can also be reached directly on my 
cell at (904) 599-8688 or by email 
at BPatty@stjohnsclerk.com.
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SCORE is a national service organiza-
tion that supports small businesses 
nationwide. SCORE has a network of 
more than 11,000 volunteers operat-
ing in more than 340 local chapters 
around the country. The organization 
is supported by the US Small Business 
Administration (SBA). 

In February, the following workshops 
are scheduled:

Master 3 AI Tools to Streamline Your 
Sales Process, Feb. 4, 10 a.m. – 11 
a.m. The presenter is Minesh Baxi, a 
10X Certified coach, Grant Cardone 
licensee, and best-selling author of 12 
books. Are you ready to revolution-
ize your sales process with AI? In this 
webinar, attendees will be guided 
through practical strategies to simplify 
workflow and achieve better results. 
This will include: 

• Use AI-powered quizzes to qualify 
leads faster and focus on high-value 
opportunities.

• Automate follow-ups and routine 
client communication, freeing time for 
strategic tasks.

• Personalize outreach at scale to build 
stronger relationships and convert 
more leads into clients.

This workshop is free of charge.

Business Finance Basics, Feb. 7, 12 
p.m. – 1:30 p.m. The presenter is 
Amanda Roberts, Financial Inclusion 
Leader with Truist. In this workshop, 
banking basics for business are dis-
cussed, including why it is important 
to have a separate business account 
from personal, and Roberts will 
introduce a basic cash flow worksheet. 
Discussion items include how to:

Grow your business through business 
credit and why it is important to cre-
ate business credit 

How can it help with the planning 
and expansion of a business? 

The importance of insurance for the 
business, no matter the size, and why 
that is important.

This workshop is free of charge.

Visit SCORE’s Workshop calendar 
at www.score.org/jacksonville/local-
workshops for more information and to 
register.

SCORE Jacksonville to host workshops
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Women entrepre-
neurs are not to be 
underestimated. 
Data affirms that 
women-owned 
businesses are 
growing and thriv-
ing. According to 
North One bank-
ing, women-owned 
firms account for 
more than 12 mil-
lion businesses in 
the United States. 
In addition, the 
2024 Wells Fargo Impact of Women-
Owned Business Report, in partnership 
with Ventureneer, Core Women and 
Women Impacting Public Policy, found 
the number of women-owned businesses 
increased at a rate of 4.5 times between 
2019 to 2023. Women-owned busi-
nesses are driving economic growth, and 
a deeper look at some of the numbers 
supports that notion.

The Women’s Business Enterprise 
Council says there are 12.3 million 
women-owned businesses in the U.S., 
which comprises about 40 percent of 
the total number of businesses.

Women-owned businesses bring in 
nearly $2 trillion every year, says the 
National Women’s Business Council.

During the pandemic, women-owned 
businesses added 1.4 million jobs and 
$579.6 billion in revenue to the econo-
my, says Wells Fargo.

The World Bank indicates that roughly 
one-third of principal owners of all busi-
nesses are female.

The Women’s Business Enterprise 
Council advises that 64 percent of new 
women-owned businesses are started by 
women of color.

According to Forbes, women-led tech 
companies achieve a 35 percent higher 
ROI. A Forbes study with First Round 
Capital, a venture capital firm, found 
female-founded businesses in their 
portfolio outperformed male-founded 
companies by more than 60 percent.

Women-owned businesses are thriving

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Women-owned businesses are driving economic growth, and a deeper look at some of 
the numbers supports that notion.

Advertise in The CreekLine!
Call Linda Gay today!
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By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

In December, the market saw growth in 
closed sales, which follows annual trends, 
since homeowners wanted to move into 
their new homes before the chaos of the 
holiday season. Meanwhile, pending sales 
took a dive in December suggesting that 
the usual slowdown in sales during the 
early part of 2025.

The median sales price for single-family 
homes in Northeast Florida’s six-county 

region increased by 2.3 percent compared 
to November, reaching $400,000; how-
ever, this brought the Home Affordability 
Index (which measures whether a typical 
family earns enough to qualify for a mort-
gage on a typical home, based on current 
interest rates, median income, and median 
home prices) down to a score of 65, a 1.5 
percent decrease from November.

“There is a rekindled excitement from 
many buyers and sellers as we head into 
2025 as we are coming out of the uncer-

tainty of an election year.  While we are 
in the ‘slow time’ that we see annually 
through the holidays, we are already seeing 
increased activity,” said 2025 NEFAR 
President, Mario Gonzalez.

In St. Johns County, the December 2024 
median price for single-family homes 
decreased by 2 percent from the previ-
ous year to $546,500. The market pace 
slowed, with median days on the market 
rising 33.9 percent from November to 
79. Closed sales increased by 4.2 percent 

to 473, and pending sales experienced a 
steep decline of 42.2 percent to 214. New 
listings dropped by 25.7 percent to 422, 
while active inventory decreased by 8.7 
percent to 1,702 homes, representing a 
3.6-month supply. The Home Afford-
ability Index declined slightly by 2 percent 
to 48.0, as St. Johns County continues to 
be one of the most expensive areas in the 
region.

Visit https://nefar.realtor/market-stats/ for 
more statistical information.

December trends reflect seasonal shifts 
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TURN YOUR TECH INTO 
CASH WITH US!
We're here to give you top-dollar 
payouts for your favorite gadgets
• latest iPhones
• Sleek MacBooks
• Premium Cameras
or other high-tech treasures.

12525 Philips Hwy Suite 109, Jacksonville, FL 32256

904-496-0074

WE BUY, SELL AND TRADE ELECTRONICSWE BUY, SELL AND TRADE ELECTRONICS

You'll walk away with cash in hand, instantly!

Sunday Service 10:30 AM 
Unity Church for Creative Living 

2777 Race Track Road, St Johns, FL 32259

Reverend Yvonne McAndrew

Unity offers a positive,
practical, progressive

approach to Christianity
based on the teachings of
Jesus and on the power of

prayer. Join us as we travel
the journey of spiritual
unfoldment together

Sundays at 10:30 AM.

Phone: 904.287.1505
www.UnityInJax.com

Florida Supervisor of Elections 
Association announces scholarships 
In a commitment to furthering educa-
tion and civic engagement, the Florida 
Supervisors of Elections is offering 
three $1,200 scholarships to college 
students across the state, according to 
St. Johns County Supervisor of Elec-
tions Vicky Oakes.

Applicants must be registered Florida 
voters and live in the state for at least 
the preceding two years. Applicants 
must be either a Political Science, 
Public Administration, Business 
Administration, or Journalism/Mass 
Communication major and be at least 
a junior in college. Students must be 
enrolled or accepted as a full-time 
student in a senior college or univer-
sity in Florida and have maintained 
at least a “C” average or above for the 
previous year.

The deadline to apply for a scholar-
ship is March 7, 2025. Applications 
are available online on the Scholarship 
page in the “About” section at www.
votesjc.gov or may be picked up from 
the St. Johns County Supervisor of 
Elections Office located at 4455 Av-
enue A, Suite 101, in St. Augustine.

Applications must be submitted to 
the Elections Office of the county 
in which the applicant is registered 
to vote. Each county will select one 
finalist to send to the FSE Scholarship 
Committee for consideration. Visit 
www.votesjc.gov or call (904) 823-
2238 for more information.

Bartram Bash to benefit athletes at 
Bartram Trail High School
The Bartram Trail High School Ath-
letic Booster Club has announced Fri-
day, Feb. 28 as the date of the annual 
Bartram Bash. Featuring fun, food, 
and entertainment, the event will be 
held at La Venture Grove beginning at 
6:30 p.m. Tickets are $75 and include 
delicious appetizers. Don’t miss out on 
live music from Darrell Rae and the 
chance to win exciting prizes in the 
raffles.

Proceeds from this event will go 
toward supporting all sports at Bar-
tram Trail High School. Contact the 
Bartram Trail Athletic Booster Club 
at bbabccommunications@gmail.com 
for more information. Tickets may be 
purchased at https://gofan.co/event/2
340311?schoolId=FL68189_2 

Or if you already have the GoFan 
app, search “2025 Bartram Bash” to 
purchase tickets.

Chocolate and Beyond to support 
volunteers and teachers
The 32nd annual Chocolate and Be-
yond event, a celebration of chocolate, 
desserts, and other delectable culinary 
treats, will be held on March 1 from 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m. at the Classic Car 
Museum of St. Augustine. Guests will 
sample tasty treats from some of the 
area’s finest restaurants and specialty 
shops, and tickets will include a tour 
of the museum. A silent auction and 
contests will also be part of this fun 

and exciting afternoon.

This event is hosted by TASK — 
Teacher’s Aid for Student Knowledge. 
Proceeds from Chocolate and Beyond 
are utilized to support RSVP of St. 
Johns County as they recruit, train, 
and recognize senior volunteers, as 
well as local teachers as they receive 
special project grants. Tickets can be 
purchased at https://tinyurl.com/bdh-
6back and will also be available at the 
door.

Newcomers of North St. Johns goes to 
Alhambra Theatre and Dining
Newcomers of North Saint Johns will 
visit Alhambra Theatre and Dining, 
12000 Beach Blvd., on Thursday Feb. 
20 beginning at 11:15 a.m. for its 
February luncheon. The event features 
a delicious lunch and presentation of 
“West Side Story.”

“We will be seeing the entire play; this 
is their opening matinee,” said Pris-
cilla Cobbs, co-president of Newcom-
ers of North Saint Johns. “Alhambra 
shows generally run about two hours, 
so this is a special treat. We will be 
sitting in an area reserved for us and 
seats will be chosen upon entry to the 
dining area.”

Doors will open at 11:15 am with 
the presentation beginning at about 
2 p.m. Cost for the luncheon and 
program is $45 for members and $55 
for guests and non-members. A full 
Alhambra menu will be available for 
ordering the day at the venue. There 
will also be a cash bar. All reservations 
must be received by Feb. 4, 2025. 

Newcomers of North Saint Johns 
offers a variety of activities including 
smaller lunch groups, wine socials, 
golf, Bunco, Mah Jongg, a book club 
and day trips planned throughout 
the year. Visit https://newcomersof-
northstjohns.org for more information 
about the luncheon and membership. 

Photography exhibit opens
“Where We Stand,” a powerful exhibi-
tion by St. Augustine fine art photog-
rapher Lenny Foster, will open with 
a reception at First Coast Cultural 
Center on Thursday, Feb. 6, from 5:30 
p.m. – 7 p.m. In celebration of Black 
History Month, this exhibit will be 
featured at FCCC through March 27, 

and it is free and open to the public.

Tickets are now on sale for First Coast 
Cultural Center’s 30th anniversary 
gala, “Beaches, A Celebration of the 
Arts.” This annual event will be held 
at TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse on April 
27 from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. Gala spon-
sorships and program advertisements 
are available.

Visit www.firstcoastculturalcenter.
org or call (904) 280-0614 for more 
information on Foster’s exhibition and 
other events and programs. First Coast 
Cultural Center is located at 6000B 
Sawgrass Village Circle in Ponte Vedra 
Beach.

Bartram Trail Women’s Club to host 
Valentine’s Day trivia
The Bartram Trail Women’s Club 
will hold its meeting and luncheon 
on Tuesday, Feb. 11 at 11 a.m. at St. 
Johns Golf & Country Club, 205 St. 
Johns Golf Drive. Doors will open at 
10:30 a.m. John Harrell, co-owner of 
Fast Jax Trivia, will host a Valentine’s 
Day trivia contest. Attendees are en-
couraged to wear Valentine’s attire.

Checks for $32 should be made pay-
able to BTNC and mailed to Brenda 
Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon Court, St 
Augustine, FL 32092. Payment must 
be received no later than the first 
Tuesday of the month, Feb. 4, 2025. 
Be sure to indicate your entrée choice 
on the check memo. Our February 
luncheon theme is Valentine’s Day 
Trivia. You are encouraged to wear 
Valentine’s attire.

The Bartram Trail Women’s Club 
meets the second Tuesday of every 
month from September to May for 
lunch. In addition to the monthly 
meetings, the club has a wide variety 
of interest groups, including Bridge, 
Continental Rummy, Pennies Canasta, 
Mexican Chicken Train dominoes, 
Bunko, Mah Jongg, golf, recipe ex-
change, monthly special events, book 
club, lunch and matinee, Lunch Di-
vas, Ladies Night Out, a nature walk 
group and community projects. Email 
to First Vice President Adrienne 
Townsel-Wilson at bartramtnc@
gmail.com for more information or 
visit  www.facebook.com/BTNC1 to 
see pictures of meetings and download 
a membership form.
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Theresa DePonceau with some of her metal artworks.

Theresa DePonceau knew when she 
was a little girl that she wanted to 
be an interior designer. Growing up 
in Rochester, NY, the eldest of four 
sisters, she has artistic genes dating 
back to her grandparents. Her pater-
nal grandfather started a metal shop 
to produce metal artwork known as 
repousse, which means the transfer 
of one metal to another. Her father 
took over the shop until his passing 
and now Theresa is finding her way 
as a third generation metal artisan. 
But it is residential and, initially, ma-
rine interior design that has provided 
Theresa her livelihood. Upon her 
graduation from Savannah College 
of Art and Design, she took a job 
with yacht manufacturer Sea Ray, 
moving on to other marine compa-
nies before moving over to residen-
tial interior design. Today, she works 
with custom builders and has an 
interior design studio in her home.

Q: How did you know that interior 
design would be your career?

A: It just kind of came to me. My 
maternal grandmother had a beauti-
ful home and a great sense of style. 
If anyone was to get credit for what I 
think I’m capable of, it would be her. 
I used to practice in my own parents’ 
home when I was a child; I’d move 
the furniture around all the time.

Q: What was your biggest career 
influence?

A: I worked for Sea Ray for seven 

years in marine residential design and 
only left because of the financial crisis 
that occurred after 9/11. I went on 
to other opportunities with Silverton 
Marine, which was part of LUHRS. 
This is what brought me to St. 
Augustine. Since the closing of this 
company, I’ve worked on a consulta-
tive basis for several manufacturers 
and private yacht owners. Ultimately 
I moved on to residential design.

Q: How does residential design dif-
fer from marine design?

A: The marine process was faster 
because of the production timeline. 
I worked on all the interior finishes, 
including upholstery, countertops, 
curtains and fixed furniture, which 

was smaller in scale and 
size. For residential, there 
are more options in all 
these categories. I design 
for the way that people 
live in their homes. I 
always hope to create 
a living space with the 
same timeless sensibil-
ity that I use to build a 
wardrobe.

Q: What can you share 
about the metal art-
work family business?

A: At the metal shop 
started by my grandfa-
ther in Rochester, we 
have a metal shop library 
of 176 steel dies that 
have been hand carved 
by my grandfather, my 
father, and other artisans 
over the years. One of 

the dies commemorates the 150th 
anniversary of St. Augustine. Each 
weighs between 50 – 80 pounds. 

The finished pieces, primarily in 
aluminum, are all made by hand, 
hammered from the dies so that the 
metal actually becomes a relief of the 
die. We offer platters, bread trays and 
circular serving trays. 

Q: Are these metal artworks avail-
able for sale?

A: Yes, I do the occasional art show 
and have some inventory locally. I’m 
working on an Etsy page.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
free time?

A: I enjoy yoga, walking on the beach 
and painting.
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Change is in the air when a new year 
arrives. People often use the turn of the 
calendar as an opportunity to redecorate 
living spaces or revamp their ward-
robes. As individuals narrow down their 
projects, they may want to incorporate 
a fresh and trendy palette of colors. For 
2025, the options are decidedly warm, 
cozy and earthy.

Industry color experts routinely rec-
ommend hues that can elevate homes, 
offices and other spaces. The following is 
a selection of shades that insiders predict 
will color the world for the coming year.

Quietude: Sherwin-Williams has named 
Quietude its color of the year. This soft 
sage color exudes serenity and understat-
ed luxury. Grayish-green with a touch 
of blue, Quietude is a soothing color 
of tranquility. Sherwin-Williams also 
offers a Color Collection of the Year that 
includes Convivial Yellow, Spiced Cider, 
and Nomadic Desert, among others.

Mocha Mousse: The title of Pan-
tone® Color of the Year 2025 belongs 
to Mocha Mousse. Just as the name 
implies, this rich, warm brown sug-
gests the intoxicating qualities of coffee 
and chocolate. It can create a feeling of 
comfort in any space, or even serve as 
the basis of a chocolate wardrobe color 
palette. According to Leatrice Eiseman, 
executive director of the Pantone Color 
Institute, Mocha Mousse is “sophisti-
cated and lush, yet at the same time an 
unpretentious classic.”

Purple Basil: Glidden’s 2025 color of 
the year title belongs to Purple Basil, 
a dusty, neutral violet purple hue with 
mauve undertones. It embraces rich, 
warm energy, and is equally at home in 
a bedroom as it is in a dining room.

Earthy colors 
dominate 2025

Earthy cont. on pg. 10
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Driveways
Pavers
Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

Walkways
Concrete Removal
Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

Serving Jacksonville Since 1985Serving Jacksonville Since 1985

Cinnamon Slate: Cinnamon Slate is 
moody and introspective. This Benja-
min Moore color blends rich plum and 
chocolate brown that the company calls 
“adaptable, yet distinct.” In fact, it is 
quite similar to Glidden’s color of the 
year, but a tad more brown in nature.

Caramelized: Homeowners may want to 
consider Caramelized, an earthy ter-
racotta brown that is Dunn-Edwards’ 

2025 Color of the Year. Caramelized 
is versatile and elegant, and it comple-
ments both modern and vintage interi-
ors.

Elderton: Paula Taylor, Graham & 
Brown’s head stylist and trend special-
ist, calls Elderton “a chameleon color 
that can be sophisticated yet cozy.” This 
medium brown is contemporary with a 
huge amount of depth. It may work in a 
rustic living room or a cozy library.

Earthy cont. from pg. 9
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to Veterans Today! 
Help and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8
HEALTH & FITNESS
D enta l  insuranc e 
f r o m  P h y s i c i a n s 
Mutual  Insurance 
C o m p a n y .  C o v -
e r a g e  f o r  4 0 0 + 
pro c e dure s .  R ea l 
dental insurance - 
not just a discount 
p l a n .  G e t  y o u r 
f re e   In format ion 
K i t  w i t h  d e t a i l s ! 
1 - 8 5 5 - 5 2 6 - 1 0 6 0 
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p -
lus.com/ads #6258
Atte n t i o n  o x y g e n 
t h e r a p y  u s e r s ! 
D i s c o v e r  o x y g e n 
therapy that moves 
with you with Ino-
gen Por table Oxy-
gen Concentrators. 
F r e e  i n f o r ma t i o n 
kit . 1-866-47 7-9045

HOME SERVICES
A ging Roof ?  New 
Home owner ?  G o t 
S t o r m  D a m a g e ? 
You ne e d a  loca l 
e x p e r t  p r o v i d e r 
that proudly stands 
behind their work . 

Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. 
Call 1-888-878-9091
W a t e r  d a m a g e 
c leanup:  A  smal l 
amount of water can 
cause major dam-
age to your home. 
Our trusted profes-
sionals dry out wet 
areas & repair  to 
protect your family 
& your home value! 
Call 24/7: 1-888-872-
2809. Have zip code!
MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G e n e ra c  H o m e 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It ’s not 
jus t  a  genera tor. 
It ’s a power move.
E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c leaning forever ! 
LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFil ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower up-
dates in as little as 1 
day! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for 
18 months!  Lifetime 
w a r r a n t y  &  p r o -
fessional instal ls . 
Senior  & mi l i tar y 
d i s c o u n t s  a v a i l -
able. 1-877-543-9189
Become a published 
author. We want to 
r e a d  y o u r  b o o k ! 
Dorrance Publish-
ing t rus ted s ince 
1920. Consultation, 
production, promo-
tion & distribution. 
Call for free author ’s 
g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7-7 2 9 -
4998 or visi t  dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads
We s le y  F inanc ia l 
Group,  LLC T ime-
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t sO ve r 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 
t imeshare debt  & 
fees cancel led in 
2019. Get free info 
p a c k a g e  &  l ea rn 
how to get  r id  o f 

y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971
DIRECT V Stream - 
C arr ie s  the  mo s t 
local MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$89.9 9/mo f o r  12 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) 
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405
Replace your roof 
w/the best looking 
& longest  las t ing 
material steel from 
Erie Metal Roofs! 3 
s t y les  & mul t ip le 
c o l o r s  ava i l a b l e . 
Guaranteed to last 
a lifetime! Limited 
Time Offer up to 50% 
off install  + Addi-
tional 10% off install 
(military, health & 
1 s t  r e s p o n d e r s . ) 

1 - 8 3 3 - 3 7 0 - 1 2 3 4
Ja cu z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install a 
new, custom bath 
or shower in as little 
as one day.  For a 
limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation 
costs! (Addit ional 
terms apply.  Sub-
ject to change and 
vary by dealer. Of-
fer ends 3/30/25.) 
Call 1-844-501-3208
Don’t let the stairs 
limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on 
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall 
or wants to regain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r 
ent i re  home.  Cal l 
AmeriGlide today! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5
H o m e  b r e a k - i n s 
take less than 60 
s e c o n d s .  D o n ’ t 
wait! Protect your 
family, your home, 
y o ur  as s e t s  n o w 

for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp Amer-
ica’s premier mo-
bile medical aler t 
s y s te m .  W h e t h e r 
y o u ’ r e  h o m e  o r 
away. For safety & 
peace of mind. No 
long term contracts! 
Free brochure! Call 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

We buy houses for 
cash as is! No re-
pairs. No fuss. Any 

c o n d i t i o n .  E a s y 
three step process: 
Cal l ,  get  cash of-
fer & get paid. Get 
your fair  cash of-
fer today by calling 
L iz  Buys  Houses: 
1 - 8 4 4 - 8 7 7 - 5 8 3 3
C o n s u m e r  C e l l u -
lar - same reliable, 
nationwide cover-
age as the largest 
carriers .  No long-
term contrac t ,  no 
hidden fees  f ree 
activation. All plans 

feature  unl imi ted 
talk & tex t ,  s tar t-
ing at just $20/mo. 
Call 1-877-751-0866

Po r t a b l e  O x y g e n 
Concentrator may 
b e  c o v e r e d  b y 
Medicare! Reclaim 
independence and 
mobi l i t y  wi th the 
compact design and 
long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free 
i n f o r m a t i o n  k i t ! 
Cal l  87 7-305-1535

Job Finder February:
River Garden is seeking a Maintenance Technician. Experience as a build-
ing maintenance tech is a plus, but not required. Full-time with competitive 
pay and free lunch! Please visit www.rivergarden.org/careers or call (904) 
260-1818 to speak to Human Resources

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details.  AR 366920923, AZ ROC 344027, CA 1035795, CT HIC.0671520, 
FL CBC056678, IA C127230, ID RCE-51604, LA 559544, MA 176447, MD MHIC111225,  MI 262300173, 262300318, 262300328, 262300329, 262300330, 262300331, MN IR731804, MT 226192, ND 47304, NE 50145-
22, 50145-23, NJ 13VH09953900, NM 408693, NV 86990, NY H-19114, H-52229,  OR 218294, PA 179643, 069383, RI GC-41354, TN 10981, UT 10783658-5501, VA 2705169445, WA LEAFFNW822JZ, WV WV056912.

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Include your business in our next issue!
Email Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com or call 

(904) 607-5062 today!

By Michele Oliver
mail@floridanewsline.com

Members of Newcomers of North St. 
Johns recently donated 283 pounds 
of food and collected $140 to give to 
Our Lady of Good Council Food Pan-
try. The food items and money were 
collected at the group’s December 
2024 luncheon and is part of an an-
nual outreach to the local food pantry.

“Our members continue to give 
so generously,” said Newcomers of 

North St. Johns Co-President Priscilla 
Cobbs. “This annual food drive has a 
tremendous impact for families in our 
area who are in need of food goods, 
especially at this time of year. The re-
cipients are certainly appreciative and 
our members are happy to provide a 
little holiday cheer.”

Visit https://newcomersofnorthst-
johns.org or more information about 
Newcomers of North St. Johns and 
membership. 

Newcomers of North St. Johns 
donates to local food pantry

Photo courtesy Michele Oliver 

Newcomers of North St. Johns member Mary Ellen Fleming delivers 283 pounds of assorted food items to Our 
Lady of Good Council Food Pantry.

Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

Brrrr, it’s cold! But not for too much 
longer hopefully. February is traditional-
ly the last of the stranglehold that winter 
puts upon us from year to year. Come 
March, the birds will be singing loud, 
welcoming new leaves and flowers to the 
world, but let’s not wish away February 
just yet. There’s more wintertime fishing 
fun to be had. 

February is a month to pay close atten-
tion to water temperatures since bass 
and specks will be waiting for them to 
warm up enough for them to move up 
into cover to spawn. The closer the tem-
peratures get to the numbers they want, 
the closer they will stage to those places. 

Those “numbers” are always up for 
debate, and this is not an exact science, 
but 67 – 68 degrees would be a good 
bet. That’s not to say that fish won’t 
spawn in lower temperatures. After all, 
they will decide when the time is right. 
You just need to keep an eye out. 

One of my favorite ways to fish for 
specks this time of year is to fish min-
nows on slip floats at varying depths 
in deeper water, while throwing a jig 
towards the bank and working it back 

to the boat. The minnows will catch the 
fish still waiting to move into staging 
areas, but you can use the jig as a search 
bait looking for fish that have already 
moved up there. On many days, the jig 
has found me bigger fish between the 
boat and the bank. Once you find them 
you can move up with the minnows and 
thoroughly cover those areas. 

Bass will also be staging near spawn-
ing locations this month. Points, inside 
bends, and creek mouths are all good 
areas to look. Slow trolling shiners along 
the vegetation in these places is a good 
way to locate the bass. If you find one, 
then there’s likely others there for the 
same reason. It’s a trophy hunt though, 
so don’t expect big numbers. 

I also want to put a little selfish con-
servation plug out there since we’re 
talking about catching fish during 
spawning periods. This is the most 
crucial time for them to reproduce 
so that we might have lots of fish to 
catch next year and the year after that 
and so on. Only keep what you need 
and handle fish gently that you plan 
to release. Let’s all do our part. Tight 
lines.
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Digital Marketing Solutions
for Your Small Business

We’re here to plan, design and implement 
a comprehensive digital strategy that 
works for your business.
Streamlined, simplified, affordable! Highly-targeted digital 
advertising, Geo-fencing, Streaming TV ads, Mobile  
advertising, Search Engine Optimization and Social Media 
Marketing - All backed with transparent & easy-to-understand 
reporting and analytics. 

NewsLineDigital 
Marketing & Advertising
904-886-4919
www.NewsLineDigital.com
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WHAT WE OFFER

AdMessenger

Mobile Made Easy.
Reach your customers with a 
unique, engaging mobile ad!
It’s SIMPLE ... and it WORKS.

Scrolling “Ticker” 
unit that looks like 

Breaking News

Target the right  
audience in the 
right location

Change
messaging 

quickly & easily

Superior results

To put it SIMPLY ... NewsLine AdMessenger is THE easiest and most 
effective tool for local advertisers to engage with consumers on mobile to 
drive traffic to stores, services and events. 

What do we do?

Build an AdMessenger in under a minute and get live today!
https://floridanewsline.myadmessenger.com/app/demotool/

 Your message here! Tap for info

AdMessenger
ADMESSENGER
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NewsLine  
AdMessenger is 
THE easiest and 
most effective tool 
for local advertisers 
to engage with 
consumers on 
mobile to drive traffic 
to stores, services 
and events. Build an  
AdMessenger in 
under a minute and 
get live today. 

Contact us online today to get 
started with a free consultation. 
www.NewsLineDigital.com

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Revisiting IstanbulTravelTravel
Whether traveling abroad or exploring 
my home state, I find something com-
forting about revisiting a place. Familiar 
landmarks, like Cinderella’s Castle at 
Disney World bring back vivid memo-
ries of past visits. Of course, changes 
are inevitable — sometimes enhancing 
the experience, other times altering it in 
unexpected ways. Regardless, returning 
always offers the opportunity for new 
memories, especially when revisiting an 
international destination.

In 2016, I had my first encounter with 
Istanbul, a city rich in history and 
culture. Now officially spelled “Türkiye” 
instead of “Turkey,” the country con-

tinues to evolve. Recently, I returned 
to Istanbul and revisited three histori-
cal monuments, each offering a fresh 
perspective. 

Hagia Sophia is a masterpiece of Byzan-
tine architecture, originally constructed 
as a cathedral in 537 AD under Em-
peror Justinian I. This UNESCO World 
Heritage Site features four minarets, a 
stunning dome and intricate mosaics. 
Over the centuries, it has served as a 
church, a mosque, and a museum.

In 2020, however, Türkiye’s President 
Erdoğan decided to convert Hagia So-
phia back into a mosque. This marked a 

significant shift in its identity. 
For nearly 900 years, it was a 
Christian cathedral until the 
Ottoman conquest of Constan-
tinople in 1453, after which it 
became a mosque. In 1935, as 
part of Mustafa Atatürk’s secu-
larist reforms, it was turned 
into a museum.

Today, Hagia Sophia serves 
as an active place for Muslim 
worship while remaining ac-
cessible to visitors. Changes are 
immediately evident: the iconic 
Byzantine mosaics of Jesus 
and Mary are veiled during 
prayers, and soft green carpets 
now cover the marble floors. 
Unlike my previous visit, the 
ground level is no longer open 
to all visitors, a change I found 
disappointing. In 2016, I recall 
standing in awe beneath the 
immense dome, overwhelmed 
by its magnificence and history. 
During this trip, I was directed 
to the balcony level, where I 
looked down at the breathtak-

ing interior. While the view from above 
was still mesmerizing, I missed the im-
mersive experience of standing beneath 
the dome’s grandeur.

One of my favorite attractions visited in 
2016 was the Basilica Cistern, an illu-
minated underground wonder beneath 
Istanbul’s streets. Upon my return, I dis-
covered that the site had also undergone 
a transformation. A restoration project 
from 2017 to 2022 revitalized this sub-
terranean marvel, making it safer and 
more accessible. New, sturdy walkways 
replaced the older paths, allowing visi-
tors to explore the 336 ancient marble 
and granite columns with ease.

Modern LED lighting now enhances 
the cistern’s ethereal quality, casting 
enchanting shadows and reflections. 
Contemporary art installations float in 
its shallow waters, blending modern cre-
ativity with the past. While these addi-
tions are lovely, I found myself nostalgic 
for the original, simpler design.

The iconic and unforgettable Medusa 
heads have been cleaned and preserved. 
They appeared green during my first 
visit, likely due to algae or mold, but 
now they glimmer in a cream-colored 

hue. The addition of a metallic Medusa 
statue, with dramatic shadow play, of-
fered a delightful surprise; however, I 
wish the lighting on the statue remained 
constant instead of cycling on and off.

Topkapi Palace, once the heart of 
Ottoman power, continues to capti-
vate visitors with its grandeur. Recent 
restorations have opened sections of the 
sprawling complex that were previously 
inaccessible. Visitors can now explore 
newly unveiled courtyards, though some 
areas that were once open now require 
separate tickets.

The highlight of my visit was the refur-
bished Imperial Treasury, where I finally 
saw the famed Topkapi Emerald dagger. 
Fans of the Peter Ustinov movie “Topka-
pi,” which dramatizes a heist involving 
the dagger, will appreciate the cinematic 
connection. 

Revisiting Istanbul was certainly worth-
while, yet reminded me that changes are 
an integral part of any journey. 

For more: goturkiye.com

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

 Hagia Sophia.

Basilica Cistern with modern artwork.
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By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

In August, students at 
Julington Creek Elemen-
tary were welcomed back 
to school with an excit-
ing new addition to the 
lobby. Over the summer, 
the school’s Parent Teacher 
Organization purchased 
a book vending machine 
with the goal of promoting 
literacy by providing every 
student with a new book 
of their choosing each year. 
The machine is custom-
ized in the school’s colors 
and a jaguar-print wrap 
(a tribute to the school’s 
mascot) and is stocked 
with a wide range of titles, 
from picture books for the 
youngest readers to chapter 
books and graphic novels 
for older students.  

Each week, students 
celebrating their birthday 
receive a token to select a 
new book to keep. Stu-
dents with summer birthdays 
will make their selections in 
the spring. Thus far the program has 
been a hit with students and adults 
alike, with requests to add a machine 
for the grown-ups on campus. With 
its vibrant design and wonderful 

selection of books, Julington Creek 
Elementary’s book vending machine 
not only enhances the school’s com-
mitment to literacy, but also fosters a 
love of reading that students will carry 
with them for years to come.

JCE’s book vending machine 
fosters love of reading

Photos courtesy Heidi Karl

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS!
Advertise with
The CreekLine!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com

TThhee  CCrreeeekkLLiinnee  
rreeaacchheess  yyoouurr  
ttaarrggeett  mmaarrkkeett!!

Get your business
in front of our readers!

Affordable Rates § Multi Issue Discounts § Complimentary Graphic Design

Linda Gay
((990044))  660077--55006622
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

We make advertising easy … Call today! 25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life
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The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Warm up with a good 
breakfast

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

People on the go may not have a lot of 
time to enjoy breakfast, which means 
they may grab something quick and 
not always so healthy. But a filling, hot 
breakfast provides enough sustenance 
and nutrients to last until lunch. Such 
is the case with “Green Chile Break-
fast Burritos” from “Taste of Home 
Healthy Cooking Cookbook” (RDA 
Enthusiast Brands, LLC) by the Taste 
of Home Kitchens.

Green Chile Breakfast Burritos
Makes 6 servings

6 eggs

3 egg whites

1 jalapeño pepper, seeded and minced

Dash cayenne pepper

4 breakfast turkey sausage links, cas-
ings removed

¾ cup shredded reduced-fat Mexican 
cheese blend

1 can (4 oz) chopped green chiles, 
drained

6 whole wheat tortillas (8 inches), 
warmed

6 tbsp. salsa

1. In a small bowl, whisk the eggs, egg 
whites, jalapeño and cayenne; set aside.

2. Crumble sausage into a large skillet; 
cook over medium heat until no longer 
pink. Drain. Push sausage to the sides 
of pan. Pour egg mixture into center of 
pan. Cook and stir until set. Sprinkle 
with cheese and chiles. Remove from 
the heat, cover and let stand until 
cheese is melted.

3. Place ⅓ cup mixture off center on 
each tortilla. Fold sides and end over 
filling; roll up. Top with salsa.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Green Chile Breakfast Burritos
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RESERVE YOUR AD SPACE NOW!

By Rotarian Al Kalter
mail@floridanewsline.com

With the help of the 
Rotary Club of Bar-
tram Trail — Julington 
Creek, preschoolers 
at Fruit Cove Baptist 
Church are learning 
about agriculture and 
the joys of watching 
seeds develop into 
something they can eat.

Rotarian Jim Shine led 
the project, to which 
Rotary donated funds 
and effort to improve 
some raised beds at the 
church preschool. The 
club’s contributions 
included soil, seeds, and 
plants, and the result 
was appreciated by the 
students and staff at the 
school. With a focus on 
education, the project 
took on the name of 
“STEM begins with 
Stems.”

“I have been a sup-
porter of school and 
community garden projects throughout 
my career in agriculture,” Shine said. “I 
firmly believe that introducing children 
to the challenges of growing plants all 
the way through to production of an ed-
ible product teaches an important lesson 
toward understanding domestic food 
production. There are teaching oppor-
tunities in all core areas of basic educa-
tion including mathematics, biology, 
language skills, history, environmental 
sciences and any other area a given 
instructor wants to use them for.”

The children at the school will watch 
the plants develop and grow, and per-
haps harvest some produce that they can 
all enjoy. It’s a lesson that could well stay 
with them for a lifetime.

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail – 
Julington Creek meets every Thursday 
morning, from 7:30 a.m. – 8:30 a.m. 
at Westminster Woods on Julington 
Creek. Guests and prospective members 
are always welcome. Visit www.bartram-
trailrotary.org for more information.

Rotary project helps STEM begin 
with stems

Preschoolers at Fruit Cove Baptist Church explore their garden beds, learning 
about the planting, care, and harvesting of produce.

Rotarians Greg Manson, Molly Paxton, and Jim Shine worked to restore and improve raised garden beds at Fruit Cove 
Baptist Church Preschool.
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Scan to visit RiverGarden.org or call 
904.260.1818.

Join the fun at our  
79th Anniversary Celebration

BBQ  |  Pony Rides  |  Face Painting  |  Music

Sunday, March 23  
3:00 p.m. - 6:00 p.m. 

11401 Old St. Augustine Road  
Open to the Public

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by  

the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

GardeningGardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Weather — Always our guide

It’s the second week of the New Year as 
I write, and we’re in the throes of our 
first real freezing weather of the winter. 
This morning the water in our birdbaths 
froze for the third time, and the grass 
was touched with frost. I’ve tried to 
reduce the amount of work needed to 
protect my plants, mainly by growing 
fewer tropicals, but potted plants always 
need attention. Wrapping pots, protect-
ing citrus grafts, taking more tender 
things into a shed or garage, but first 
ensuring they are well watered before 
the cold sets in, is all part of the garden-
ing year.

Most of our seasonal vegetables will 
survive a short freeze, particularly bras-
sicas like collards, broccoli, and kales, 
which taste all the sweeter after a frost. 
Lettuce can be damaged, so laying a 
frost cloth lightly over the plants will 
keep them safe. If you have casualties, 
begin growing more plants indoors and 
plant out when they are sufficiently well 
grown and hardened off. For vegetables 
to plant in February, check out this 
useful link: https://floridafresh.ifas.ufl.
edu/. Just input your zip code to see 
what comes up and click on a vegetable 
for more information. For more detailed 
information, use the Florida Vegetable 
Gardening Guide (https://tinyurl.
com/59xyb9tt). If you like to browse 
around the topic of vegetable gardening, 
see also https://tinyurl.com/e96zxzyk, 
where you can find articles like “Veg-
gies and Herbs made in the Shade” and 
“Growing Potatoes in the Florida Home 
Garden.”

Tidying up after a freeze is not as simple 
as it may seem. For woody plants it may 
not be obvious which parts are dead. It’s 
safest to wait to prune out dead material 
until you can see active growth; oth-
erwise you risk cutting into live wood 
which makes the plant more vulnerable 
to the next cold snap. By leaving 12 
– 14 inches of dead growth on peren-
nials you can protect any insects that 

are overwintering in the stems. If you 
feel you must cut them back farther, by 
gathering them up and placing them 
in an out-of-the-way place you can still 
protect any insects sheltering there.

If you’re already thinking about your 
lawn and how to treat it coming out of 
the winter, hold off for a bit, as it won’t 
yet be actively growing. Fertilize too 
early and the product will leach out of 
the soil before the grass is able to take 
it up. Similarly, trying to fertilize the 
grass and control weeds with a one-and-
done application of a “weed and feed” 
product doesn’t do either job well, as the 
timing of each function is necessarily 
different. Check out this link where you 
can find all the information you need 
to follow best management practices 
and keep your lawn in good condition, 
and if necessary rectify any problems: 
https://tinyurl.com/2fpy55y5.

I’m all for finding good articles to read 
on topics that I find most useful, and 
I particularly like the blogs written by 
Duval County Extension’s Stephanie 
Means, our program assistant for the 
Florida-Friendly Program: https://ti-
nyurl.com/mspupxmy. 

And here I’ve found more information 
on wildlife-friendly gardening, which is 
really important to me: https://tinyurl.
com/2bkvat7n. Designing an attractive 
yard which caters for both humans and 
wildlife can be achieved!

As always, the Duval County Extension 
newsletter is useful, offering timely tips, 
articles, and information on upcoming 
programs: https://tinyurl.com/4fs4rvnd. 
And finally, our statewide Master Gar-
dener Volunteer newsletter, The Neigh-
borhood Gardener, is always a good 
read: https://tinyurl.com/38svv7fn.

Now spring is almost on the doorstep 
and the year unfolds, I hope you enjoy 
your gardening projects, whatever they 
may be.

( 9 0 4 ) 2 09 - 1 3 20
2758 Racetrack Road, Suite 403

St. Johns, FL 32259
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I Love YouI Love YouI Love You

Gift Cards
Purchase $100 get $20
Purchase $150 get $35
Purchase $200 get $50
Purchase $250 get $70

Additional amounts redeemable beginning May 2024

F e b r u a r y  1 s t  -  F e b r u a r y  1 5 t h

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com

40

Your Valentines
Gift &

Engagement Ring
Headquarters

When you purchase a $5,000 
cardboard jewelry box.

1 Carat Diamond

FREE!FREE!
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Formerly

www.apexautomotive.com

You are invited!
How are the recent & future events in the markets impacting your finances?

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC
invites you to a series of special luncheons:

2025 Markets & Economic Updates

Upper Deck Wealth Management

Please join Chris Thompson, CFP®, CRPC™, CMFA®, Private Wealth Advisor and Managing Director and
 Todd Perkins, Financial Advisor and Vice President with 

A private wealth advisory practice of Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC

• Investment Outlook and Themes for this year
• Economic Outlook from Chief Economist Russell Price
• 2025 Annual Equity Market Outlook
• 2025 Annual Fixed Income Outlook

Space is limited! Please make a reservation by email to: Sarah.blackley@ampf.com

Wednesday, February 5
Julington Creek Fish House

112 Bartram Oaks Walk #102, St Johns

Friday, February 21
Del Webb Nocatee Clubhouse

451 Grand Wood Drive, Ponte Vedra, FL 

Wednesday, February 26
Pusser’s Bar & Grille

816 Hwy A1A N, Ponte Vedra Beach

Wednesday, February 12 
Bonefish Grill       

10950 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville

Wednesday, February 19
Murray Bros Caddyshack                                       

455 Legacy Trail, World Golf Village   

 

These are informational seminars. There is no cost or obligation.

 

Securities offered by Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC. 
© 2025 Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Investment products are not insured by the FDIC, NCUA or any federal agency, are not deposits or obligations of, or guaranteed by 
any financial institution, and involve investment risks including possible loss of principal and fluctuation in value.

During these complimentary lunch seminars from 12-1:30pm, we will discuss the
following reports from our 2025 Investment Research Group:


