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Photos courtesy Sondie Frus
"Three Travelers in Search of a Vague Notion" by
Nikki Hill (2023 Challenge Quilt First Place)

AARP Foundation
Tax-Aide seeks
volunteers

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

The AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
program is preparing for the 2024
tax season and is looking for vol-
unteers to provide vital services to
the public. Volunteers come from a
variety of industries and range from
college students to retirees. All levels
and types of experience are welcome.
Tax-Aide provides all training and
support to ensure success. Volunteers
fill a variety of roles, including:

* Counselors work with taxpayers
directly by filling out tax returns.

* Client Facilitators welcome taxpay-
ers, help organize their paperwork,
and manage the overall flow of
service.

* Technology Coordinators manage
computer equipment, ensure taxpay-
er data is secure, and provide techni-
cal assistance to volunteers.

* Leadership and Administrative

volunteers make sure program opera-

tions run smoothly, manage volun-
AARP Foundation cont. on pg. 7
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Couple serves their community by picking up trash

By Martie Thompson

editor@floridanewsline.com

If you travel along Greenland Road or
Old St. Augustine Road in the morning,
you've likely seen a couple with garbage
bags picking up trash on a regular basis.
Meet Jan and Jack Douglas, 34-year
residents of Mandarin, who have been
helping to keep their corner of the com-
munity clean for the past two years.

“We've experienced many heartwarming
displays of appreciation,” Jan Douglas
said. “Just about every morning we have
someone honk and wave to us.”

Jan Douglas, a retired property man-
ager, said the whole thing started when
her husband Jack, retired from the
electrical wholesale business, was diag-
nosed with cancer a few years ago that
required major surgery. During his re-
covery, all of the household tasks fell to
her and she started walking to build up
her strength and also so she could clear
her mind for a little while each day.

“As I walked, I noticed the trash and
one day I came back home and told
Jack I couldn’t keep walking past it

Photos courtesy Joanne Kazmierski

Jan and Jack Douglas on one of their morning walks in September.

anymore,” Jan Douglas said. “I went
and bought a trash grabber and took
one of our garbage bags — and now it’s
become a mission in life.”

Soon, Jack Douglas was strong enough
to join his wife and now their two
hour walks are a daily habit (except
they sometimes take
Sundays off). The
couple has two differ-
ent routes, one along
Greenland Road —
they start on one side
of the street and then
cross to return home,
picking up trash on
both sides — and one

Jan and ack Douglas are 34-year reS|dents of Mandarin who see it as their mission
to keep their community clean.

along Old St. Augus-
tine Road. The Green-
land route is about
three-and-a-quarter
miles and the OId St.
Augustine Road route
is about four miles and
¥ Jan Douglas said it
takes about two hours
to cover each. She said
both routes include
the St. Joseph’s diocese
corners and when the
weather gets cooler,
they plan to expand
their routes.

Jan Douglas said the most common
items they pick up are cigarette butts,
food containers, cans, and a lot of small
liquor bottles. Empty mulch bags are
also common and she suspects that

they have blown off from the trucks of
landscaping companies due to not being
secured.

“Litter is such a solvable problem if peo-
ple would just exercise common sense,”
she said. “I can’t think of any place
someone would be headed that there
wouldn’t be a trash receptacle available
once there ... headed home, to work,
the mall, grocery shopping, the doctor’s
office, church, etc. We can solve this

problem at no cost to anyone.”

The Douglases are happy when they
learn that they have inspired others

to also walk and pick up litter. They

are aware of groups of people who are
cleaning up Hood Landing Road as well
as other roads in Mandarin.

“So much positive has come from this,”
Jan Douglas said. “We've befriended
some of the local landscape contrac-
tors and we see that they’re starting to
pick up litter, too. Also, we have been
recognized when standing in line at
Publix! ‘Aren’t you the trash people from
Greenland Road?”

Weekly specials!
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Briefs

Game Day at Mandarin Women'’s Club
On Oct. 24, the Mandarin Women’s
Club will hold its annual Game Day
for members only at the Ramada
Inn in Mandarin. This is one of the
most popular events of the year, and
members will choose to play either
Bunco or Mexican Train. Lunch will
be served after game play is finished.

Doors open at 9 a.m. and reservations
for the luncheon are required. The lun-
cheon cost is $25 and must be received
by Monday, Oct. 14. To make reserva-
tions and obtain payment instructions,
contact Barbara at (904) 612-6494 or
email her at barbara.metallo@outlook.
com. Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.

com for more information on events,
photos, and membership forms.

First Coast Heart Walk scheduled

The First Coast American Heart
Association, along with numerous
companies, employees and community
members, will unite at the Jacksonville
Fairgrounds on Saturday, Oct. 5 for
the First Coast Heart Walk. The event
is the largest family and pet-friendly
walk on the First Coast. The festival
area will open at 7:30 a.m. and the
walk will begin at 9 a.m.

The Heart Walk will honor heart and

stroke survivors. By participating and
donating to the First Coast Heart Walk,

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
TO CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
[

« Housekeeping
o 24-hour security

e And more!
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X2 Westminster

Woods

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

o Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
« Fishing and boat docks

+ Heated, outdoor swimming pool

» A wide range of important aging services

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL

participants are supporting the lifesaving
mission of the American Heart Associa-
tion and safeguarding that fewer people
die from stroke and heart disease. Every
walker who joins, every dollar donated,
means more people trained in lifesaving
CPR, more research, and more lifesav-
ing moments for everyone.

Participants can register for the Heart
Walk for free at www.FirstCoastHeart-
Walk.org. From there, they can create
a fundraising page, download the
Heart Walk mobile app, invite fam-
ily and friends to participate and take
part in the Heart Walk CPR Digital
Experience to learn Hands-Only CPR
in 90 seconds.

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
unites community

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
of the First Coast will take place on
Saturday, Oct. 19 at EverBank Stadi-
um, providing a supportive communi-
ty for breast cancer survivors, caregiv-
ers, supporters and families alike.

Breast cancer is the most commonly
diagnosed cancer among women in the
United States, and more than 313,510
new cases of invasive breast cancer will
be diagnosed in 2024. Of that number,
23,160 will be Floridians. For more
than 30 years, the American Cancer
Society Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer has united communities across
the nation in an effort to end breast
cancer as we know it, for everyone.

“Making Strides has grown into the
nation’s largest and most impact-

ful breast cancer movement over

the past three decades,” said Jaclyn
Rodriguez of the American Cancer
Society. “Through Making Strides,
we are funding critical research and
life-saving programs that will ensure
a brighter future for everyone who is
impacted by breast cancer.”

Making Strides Against Breast Cancer
of the First Coast will be held at Ever-
Bank Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 19.
The gates will open at 8 a.m. and the
walk begins at 9 a.m. Visit making-
strideswalk.org/jacksonvillefl for more
information or to register your team.

Aspiring food entrepreneurs can

call UF/IFAS specialist for more
information on food safety

Want to make cheesecake from home

and sell it? You're hardly alone, but
that’s a tricky prospect.

“People love cheesecake. But it doesn’t
meet Florida’s Cottage Food Law. You
can’t make it from your home. If you
have to refrigerate the product, you
can’t make it there,” said Stephanie
Brown, the new UF/IFAS Extension
statewide specialized agent in food
science. “So, I'll say, ‘let me give you
names of places where you can make
cheesecake and still be compliant with
state rules.”

Cheesecake is one food. What about
those who want to create other culi-
nary delights from home and sell them
elsewhere? Brown has you covered
with her expertise.

“The Florida Cottage Food Law is
tricky,” Brown said. “I imagine I'll get
questions along the lines of, “What
does Florida define as a cottage food?’
“What can I sell?” People want to cook
food in their home like they did dur-
ing the pandemic. They’ll ask: ‘Is that
OK to do, and how can I make some
extra money or a living cooking from
home and selling my foods, sauces and
more?””

She hears all kinds of questions from
food entrepreneurs. Among them are:

| want to make this food. Can I do
it in this space?

* Where can I make my food?
* How can I make my food safely?

* Can I change my product in the way
that I hope to? I want it to appeal to
people in a different way. How do I
do that?

Brown is available virtually to any
chef or food entrepreneur in Florida
by appointment. That includes people
looking to sell at a farmer’s market,
those looking to start a food business
from home and others, said Brown,
who's stationed at the Southwest
Florida Research and Education
Center in Immokalee. Contact her at
stephaniebrown@ufl.edu to meet with
her online.

Visit www.fdacs.gov/Business-Ser-
vices/Food/Food-Establishments/
Cottage-Foods for more information
about the Florida Cottage Food Law.

Mandarin Garden Club

15th Annual Craft Fair
November 9th, 9am — 4pm

Crafts, BBQ, Café & Plants
2892 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville 32223
mgccraftyladies@gmail.com

Refreshments Served
Drawings!
For Sugar Bear Gift Certificates!
Bring this ad to be eligible.

November 10th 12pm-5pm

SALES!
Find one-of-a-kind items
for you and your home.
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 10 a.m.
at Tommy Hazouri Park (formerly Mandarin Park).
The courts are at the park entrance next to the
tennis courts. Try to get there a few minutes early
for court assignments. Beginners are welcome.
Just show up (a few minutes before playing time),
unless it rains.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every Satur-
day, except on holiday weekends, at 8:30 a.m. at
Baha'i Community Center, 5034 Greenland Road.
Guests are welcome. The meetings can also be
attended online at https://toastofjax.toastmaster-
sclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the second
and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the
Kids' Building of Trinity Mandarin, located at 2955
Orange Picker Road. This jam is open to everyone
and all levels of ability are welcome. Come to
play with the group or just sit back and enjoy the
music. For more information, contact Burt Coul-
liette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday
from 10 am. - 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit
Company, 1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit
the group’s Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or
email playinghookie2022@gmail.com for more
information.

MomCo (formerly known as MOPS), a fun and
safe place to connect with other moms, share
breakfast, and hear from guest speakers on vari-
ous topics, will meet every other Tuesday from
9:45 a.m. - 11:45 a.m. on the Mandarin Presbyte-
rian Church /Loretto Road Campus with childcare
provided. Space is limited; visit mandarinpres.
com/momco to register. Email MOPS@mandarin-

pres.com for more information,
]st: Honeybee Quilters Guild wil
meet on Tuesday, Oct. 1at 6:30 p.m. at
Mandarin Presbyterian Church’s Mandarin Road
Campus in the Woody Room at 11844 Mandarin
Road. A QuiltFest 2024 follow-up show and tell
with judge's comments will be featured. New
members/guests welcome. Visit honeybeequil-
ters.org for more information.

th -5th: Trash to Treasure Sale wil
be held at the Mandarin Garden Club,
2892 Loretto Road on Oct. 4 - 5 from 9 a.m. - 2
p.m. each day. The public is welcome. The sale
will include food, plants, and treasures. Visit
www.mandaringardenclub.org for more informa-
tion.

th: Walter Jones Historical Park build-

ings, including the 1898 St. Joseph's
Mission Schoolhouse for African American
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Children, the 1875 Webb Jones Farmhouse, the
1876 Barn, and the Losco Winery, will be open

on Oct. 5 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Mandarin Frogs
will be available for painting at 10 a.m,; the cost
is $22 per person and advanced registration is
required (email info@mandarinmuseum.org). The
Historic Mandarin Store & Post Office, located at
12471 Mandarin Road, will also be open. Museum
volunteers will be inside each building for guided
tours. Admission is free; Donations help support
the museum's programming and operations. Visit
www.mandarinmuseum.org for more information.

th: Weetthe Maple Leaf Divers at the
Mandarin Museum, 11964 Mandarin

Road, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. on Saturday, Oct. 5.
This is an informal, conversational-style event;
drop in anytime within the two hours to chat
with Dr, Keith Holland and his team and view the
museum’s expanded Maple Leaf exhibit. Admis-
sion to Meet the Maple Leaf Divers and Mandarin
Museum is free. Donations help support the
museum’s programming and operations. For
more information, visit www.mandarinmuseum.

org or call (904) 268-0784.

th: Wusic Under the Oaks community
6 music jam, hosted by the Mandarin
Museum & Historical Society and North Florida
Folk Network will resume on Mandarin Museum'’s
front lawn on Sunday, Oct. 6 from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
Bring a chair or blanket and relax and listen. This
is a free event; donations support the operations
and programming at Mandarin Museum. Visit
www.mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 268-
0784 for more information.

th: Daylily Society featuring Connie
Gladdin will be the guest of the

Magnolia Circle on Oct. 10 at 10 a.m. at the Man-
darin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The public
is invited. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for
more information.

th: Second Saturday Arts and
Farmers Market at First Christian
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. on Oct. 12 from 9 a.m.
- 1p.m. Visit www.facebook.com/SecondSatMar-
ket/ for more information.

“Harriet Beecher Stowe in Manda-
rin" bronze sculpture in Walter Jones Historical
Park will be held on Sunday, Oct. 13 at 3 p.m. This
is an outdoor event. Refreshments will be served.
Admission is free. Call (904) 268-0784 or visit
www.mandarinmuseum.org for more information.

h: Changing the Landscape of Hun-
] ger by Angela Tenbroeck, Manager
of Urban Agriculture, City of Jacksonville, will be

presented on Oct. 17 at 10 a.m. at the Mandarin
Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The public is

3th: Unveiling of Brenda Councill's

invited. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for

more information.
he Third Thursday Lecture featur-
] ing "Andersonville Revisited: An
Archeological and Historical Study of the Civil
War's Most Infamous Prison Camp” presented
by Dr. Guy Prentice, retired National Park Service
archaeologist, will be held on Oct. 17 from 6:30
p.m. - 8 p.m. at the Mandarin Community Club,
12447 Mandarin Road. The lecture will be hosted
by Mandarin Museum in partnership with the
Mandarin Community Club. Admission is free and
the event is open to the community.

] 9th: The Southern Genealogist's

Exchange Society will meet from 10
am. to 12 p.m. on Oct. 19 at Watson Realty, 4194
San Juan Ave. Paul Howes, president of the St.
Augustine Genealogical Society, will present “Get
Lucky with Irish Genealogy: Finding your Irish
Ancestors.'Email Sgesjax@att.net to reserve a
space. Visit www.sgesjax.org to register for the
meeting or call (904) 778-1000 for more informa-
tion.

th: Jacksonville Rose Society will
host its annual Rose Show at Man-
darin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road, on Oct. 19
from 1 p.m. - 4 p.m. A rose-growing seminar will
be held at 1:30 p.m. Consulting rosarians will be
available to answer all rose-growing questions
and a vendor will be on site selling rose bushes
and supplies. The event is free and open to the
public. visit jacksonvillerosesociety.org for more
information.

th: Making Strides Against Breast
Cancer of the First Coast will be
held at EverBank Stadium on Saturday, Oct. 19.
Gates will open at 8 a.m. and the walk begins at 9
a.m. Visit makingstrideswalk.org/jacksonvillefl for
more information or to register your team.

th -20th: “Four Old Broads” wil

be presented by Act Il Playersin a
dinner theater format on Friday, Oct. 19 (dinner at

6:30 p.m. and showtime 7 p.m.) at Blue Bamboo
restaurant, 10110 San Jose Blvd. and on Saturday,
Oct. 20 (dinner at 6 p.m. and showtime 7 p.m.) at
Scottish Rite Theater, 965 Hubbard St. Visit www.
actiiplayers.org for tickets and more information.

St The All Star Quilters Guild will
meet at 9:30 a.m. for socializing
prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, Oct. 21 at
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. The
program will be a mystery quilt reveal. Sew and
Tell is always a feature. Guests are welcome, Visit
www.allstarquilters.org for more information.

2 4th; Mandarin Republican Club will

meet on Thursday, Oct. 24 at St.

ngliniMandari

1

Mary's Seafood, 11290 0Old St. Augustine Road. So-

cial time begins at 6 p.m. and the meeting starts

at 6:30 p.m. First time visitors are welcome.
“How to Grow and Care For

24 " Camellias’ by Master Gardener

Walter Bryant will be presented to the Live Oak
Circle on Oct. 24 at 7 p.m. at the Mandarin Garden
Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The public is invited.
Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for more

information.

24th: Mandarin Women's Club's Game
Day, for members only, will be held

on Oct. 24 beginning at 9 a.m. at the Ramada

Inn in Mandarin. The luncheon cost is $25 and

must be received by Monday, Oct. 14. To make

reservations and obtain payment instructions,

contact Barbara at (904) 612-6494 or email her

at barbara.metallo@outlook.com. Visit www.

mandarinwomensclub.com for more information

on events, photos, and membership forms.

2 th: The Italian American Club of
Jacksonville will hold its popular
Spaghetti to Go on Friday, Oct. 25 from 5 p.m. until
the spaghetti is gone at the club building, 2838
Westberry Road. Take out only; cash, credit and
debit cards are accepted. Dinners cost $13 and
there are small charges for extra meatballs, can-
nolis and pizza rolls. No phone orders. Call (904)

586-2700 for more information.
26th: Walking Tour of the historic
Mandarin Cemetery, led by Man-
darin Museum Executive Director Brittany Cohill,
will be held on Saturday, Oct. 26 at 10 a.m. Ad-
vanced registration required; tickets are $10 per
person, available online or in-person at Mandarin
Museum Guest Services. Space is limited, call
(904) 268-0784 or visit www.mandarinmuseum.

org for more information.
2 6th; Trunk-or-Treat will be held
Saturday, Oct. 26 from 5 p.m.-7
p.m. at Mandarin Lutheran Church, 11900 San
Jose Blvd. Bring your costumes for family fun
including a bounce house, smores, hot dogs, and
trunk- or -treating. This is a free event and open
to the public. Call the church at (904) 268-4591.
26th * Touch-a-Truck at Trinity
Mandarin on Oct. 26 from 10 a.m.
- 1p.m. This event features more than 28 trucks
including a 40-foot helicopter, Marine Corps
vehicles, SWAT, armored vehicles, motorcycles,
construction and farm equipment. There will
be performances by the Jacksonville ROAR
cheerleading squad, train rides, horse rides,
and photo ops for free to the community. More

information is available at https://www.facebook.
com/share/7E30PKGyGzXMSzkK/
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PARISH BINGO
Bingo Night at St Joseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50°S
& DOOR PRIZES

PLENTY OF LIGHTED
PARKING AND SECURITY
ON THE PREMISES. GREAT

with Jacksonville City Council Member
Michael Boylan, District 6

Q: Do you have any advice for resi-
dents with drainage concerns follow-
ing all the wet weather in September?

A: Obviously, we had an unprecedented
amount of rain and so standing water is
to be expected in Mandarin. While we
are happy to assist residents with their
drainage complaints, contacting our
office actually elongates the process. It’s
best to call the city’s customer support
at (904) 630-CITY (2489) or fill out

a ticket at www.MyJax.com to create a
service request, after which the Public
Works department is notified and dis-
patched accordingly.

Q: Can you give an update on your
Town Hall meeting in late August?

A: The attendance at this Town Hall
meeting was light and I'm not sure if it
was a result of timing (the meeting was
held the Thursday prior to Labor Day
weekend). Representatives from JSO,
Parks and Recreation, and Public Works
were all in attendance and we had a
great conversation. We plan to host
another Town Hall meeting in mid-
November.

Q: Are there any rezoning items to
discuss [as of interview date of Sept.
17]2

A: Pulte Homes will be submitting an
application to develop the property east
of Aladdin Road and north of Julington
Creek Road. Others who submitted
applications to develop this property
were not well received by the commu-
nity mostly due to access problems. The
difference this time is that access to the
property will be different and we have
helped Pulte Homes arrange for a Com-
munity Meeting to be held on Sept. 25

so neighbors can learn what is proposed.

My office will keep you informed as this
application moves through the process.

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner

844-954-8700

1008115-00005-00

CA Insurance License #0E93910

andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning
Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC [Pruco), under the

marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies

Q: What is the status of the Orange
Picker Road/Brady Road/Alberts
Field project?

A: The road is fully completed and by
the beginning of October, they should
be close to finishing paving the parking
lot at Alberts Field, leaving only land-
scaping and other beautification efforts
to be done. I'll be meeting with repre-
sentatives from Parks and Recreation

to identify the location of the dog park
with the effort to maximize space for the
dog park. The challenge is that when we
have finite space for a heavily used facil-
ity — especially youth sports — com-
promises have to be made sometimes

so it can be as safe, convenient and as
impactful as possible.

Q: Do you have anything to share
about the city’s Parks Master Recre-
ation Improvement Plan?

A: The Parks and Rec Department

held a council workshop to provide an
update on the Parks Master Recreation
Improvement Plan, and the presenta-
tion was focused on the results of their
statistically valid survey. I'd encourage
Mandarin residents to take the survey
and read the plan online (www.imagine-
jaxparks.com). Additionally, 'm work-
ing with Parks and Rec to identify some
smaller neighborhood parks in Manda-
rin. Residents can mark their calendars
for the Southeast Citizens Political
Action Committee (CPAC) meeting on
Oct. 28 at 6:30 p.m. at the Mandarin
Senior Center, where the Parks and Rec
representatives will make a presentation
covering the 10 year master plan. The
meeting is open to the public.

Q: What is the best way for our read-

ers to contact you?

A: Community members can email me
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
52006.

Prudential Financial Planning

@ Prudential

[cEr]

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER"

FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS.

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM

GAMES START AT 7:00PM

Cody Center - Tally Room
4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223

NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAWS.

849.0931(10)(A)

GAME DATES: October 12 | November 9

For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904.742.8777 or vaterlizzi@gmail.com

D404

editor@

floridanewsline.com

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care
following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request
the best. During your stay, our top priorities are to help you
regain your best quality of life, maximize your independence,
and connect you back to your best health.

—_— e Spacious therapy center

—

=
RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

* Individualized treatment plans
* Specialized therapists

e Available 7 days a week
e Green, lush campus

Scan code to visit RiverGarden.org
or call us at 904.886.8420.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.
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Take a chance on PTA!

By Mary Eyler

mail@floridanewsline.com

Have you checked your child’s school
PTA this year? Parent Teacher Associa-
tion is an honorable organization that
was established in 1897 to engage fami-
lies and communities in the education

and the well being of the children.

PTA members are parents, volunteers,
teachers, and business partners all work-
ing together for the betterment of the
children. PTA board members keep you
informed about educational and health
issues for children. They connect you to
staff, administration, and teachers. PTA
members are a hardworking, talented,
and devoted group of volunteers. They
are at your child school for meetings and
special events planned for the children
and their families. They do so much

for the children and schools, yet some
schools struggle every year to recruit
new officers/ members. PTA board
members face many challenges. Board
members want to make a difference in
the lives of our children.

Joining PTA can be difficult for some

parents; however, parents don’t have to

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler
Crown Point PTA officers Mona Lisa McKinney, Stacy
Flieder, and Annmarie Campos.

attend meetings or volunteer if it’s not
possible. Parents may still join PTA
without making a commitment to
volunteer. The money collected from
memberships goes back to the children.
It is spent on rewards, Birthday Book
Club, educational and health and safety
programs. PTA is not just for other
parents. PTA is for all parents. Join PTA
and help make a difference!

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise &,

Financial

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFP ©, CMFA ©, CRPC ©

Managing Director — Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner

Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retii Planning C

- 904.380.2290

I 818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

17 ACRES OF PLANTS,

VIBURNUM
SHRUBS
All Sizes

Fast Growing,
Great Privacy Hedge
Offer expires 10/31/24

WE ALSO OFFER

¢ Landscape & Design
Services

¢ Drainage Solutions

¢ Brush Clearing
Natural Area

¢ Retaining Walls

¢ Natural Plant Privacy
Screens

7280 State Road 13 North

St Johns FL 32092

TREES AND PALMS

Installation and Delivery aifable

904-545-4022
www.sjtreefarm.com

with Duval County School Board
Member Lori Hershey, District 7

Q: With school safety always an
issue, do you have anything to share
with Mandarin residents?

A: One of our best options is to keep
this topic front and center. For that
reason, I encourage the entire com-
munity, not just parents, to download
the Fortify Florida (FortifyFL) app
(getfortifyfl.com), which will al-

low people to identify and bring to
attention any concerns at any of our
schools. It’s a good way to have more
eyes and ears in the community.

Also, parents, please remind your
students that threats, whether ver-
bal, written, or on social media, to
cause harm to a school are taken very
seriously and those who make them
could be subject to arrest.

Q: Can you describe the changes to
School Choice enrollment dates?

A: For the 2024 - 25 school year,
there are some pretty major changes
to enrollment dates for School
Choice. Parents are so used to Show-
case dates being in January or Febru-
ary, but this school year, the dates
will be much earlier: the Elementary
Showecase will be Saturday, Dec. 7,
2024 from 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. and the
Secondary Showcase will be Jan. 11,
2025 from 9 a.m. — 3 p.m. Appli-
cations for School Choice will be
accepted from Dec. 1, 2024 through

the deadline date of Jan. 31, 2025.

So start thinking now about School
Choice, particularly for middle school
and high school.

Q: Would you like to share any
thoughts on the upcoming retire-
ment of Dr. Dana Kriznar?

A: Td like to recognize former
superintendent Dr. Kriznar, who is
retiring at the end of September. She
has served the Duval County School
District for more than 30 years; in
addition to her years in the district
office, she served as principal of
several schools in Mandarin. I'd es-
pecially like to recognize her dedica-
tion to improving student outcomes,
which has been the cornerstone of her
career. As superintendent, she led the
district to the highest gains in reading
and also improved graduation rates.

Q: Do you have anything else to
share with District 72

A: I do have something for all the
history buffs in Mandarin. My un-
derstanding is that there is a white
building on the campus of Loretto
Elementary that is of historical sig-
nificance dating back to World War
L. It is currently used by the school’s
PTA. If anyone has any information
about this building, please contact
me at HersheyL@duvalschools.org or
(904) 390-2375."

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you're sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

v/ vid
Wi |/

i hN
STARLING STARLING
AT PONTE VEDRA | AT NOCATEE

ASSISTED LIVING ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700 904-834-4199
ALF#12887 ALF#13109

A\

7N VAN
STARLING STARLING

AT SAN JOSE

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

AT NOCATEE

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

904-834-4511

WELLNESS - ENGAGEMENT « CULINARY « SERVICE
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Patty Everett hails from a long-
standing Mandarin family and has
lived in Mandarin most of her
adult life. A native of Jackson-
ville, she attended both Florida
State College at Jacksonville

and the University of North
Florida, earning a degree in
nursing. She worked for several
years as a surgical nurse locally,
but after staying at home to
homeschool her children, discov-
ered that her passion is really for
theater. She has been involved with
a number of local theatre groups
and productions and also serves on
the board of the Mandarin Commu-
nity Club. Currently, she is founder
of Theatre Troupe 1776, which per-
forms at the Mandarin Community
Club. She has been married to her
husband, Greg, for 30 years and has
four children, three grandchildren,
and is presently raising her eight-
year-old great nephew.

Q: What historical family from

Mandarin are you descended from?

A: Pvt. Gabriel Hartley, who is men-
tioned in the Mandarin Museum,
and was married to a Minorcan
woman, is in my family tree. So,

I’'m related to the Hartleys. Also, we
know my great grandfather had or-
ange groves in the area; we're trying
to find out exactly where they were
located. I am fascinated by history
and genealogy.

Q: How did you get involved in
theatre?

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Patty Everett
Patty Everett

A: More than 10 years ago, I started
teaching a homeschool theatre
course. We became involved with
the Northeast Florida Conserva-
tory; my girls were in plays and I
also performed in shows, as well as
served as assistant director and stage
manager. | was very involved until
they closed in 2018. The group kind
of spun into the short-lived Fine
Arts Conservatory, and I directed
“Pride and Prejudice” with them.
Next came Act II Players, where I
directed “Miracle on 34th Street”
and “Unmasked,” an original play by
McKenna Rowell.

Q: How did Theatre Troupe 1776

come about?

A: When we were performing
“Unmasked,” we took the show on
the road for 14 shows, including
as a field trip for children at San
Juan del Rio. During this time,

268-2011

COSMETIC

AND GENERAL

DENTISTRY

WECATERTO &
COWARDS

asmileresort.com

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

the cast met and decided to
form a troupe. A troupe,
as opposed to a theatre
company, uses the
same members in
its shows and
we focus on
original works.
Members of
the troupe all
work together;
cast mem-
bers do the
props and the
costuming, for
instance. In Sep-
tember, we staged
“1945 Cabaret
1945” as a fundraiser
for the Mandarin Com-
munity Club. We covered
all the expenses so that all
revenues could go right to

the club.
Q: What is Theatre Troupe 1776’s

next production?

A: “Letters to Victoria,” set in the
1940s, is being staged at the Man-
darin Community Club in late
September. We also have shows
scheduled for early October: Oct. 3
— 6. Tickets are available at https://
www.showtixnow.com/.

Q: What is your favorite part
about being involved with the
troupe?

A: I enjoy watching the young ac-
tors as they grow and develop. I
also like to bring new things to the
community that they haven’t seen
before, like the play from 1776,
which was very well received. “Let-
ters to Victoria” is set in the 1940s
and we're trying to bring attention
to veterans from that time. We re-
ally want to tie in history with art.

St Johns Jax Beach
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)
904.230.3242

whbu.com/jacksonville

904.246.6832

Hurry in
for Fall
Savings

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)

wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach
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AARP Foundation cont. from pg. 1

teers, and maintain quality control.

Tax-Aide provides tax preparation free of
charge. Neither volunteers nor taxpayers

need to be members of AARP, and there
is no sales pitch for other services.

During the 2023 tax season, in Jack-
sonville, AARP Foundation Tax-Aide
volunteers completed 3,187 returns with
refunds of more than $3 million. Visit
https://aarpfoundation.org/taxaidevol-
unteer or call 1-888-227-7669, or email
dianevtax12@gmail.com to learn more
about volunteer opportunities.

Visit https://taxaide.aarpfoundation.org to
learn more about having AARP Founda-
tion Tax-Aide complete your taxes.

The following sites
will be open
in Jacksonville this year:

South Mandarin Branch Library,
12125 San Jose Blvd.

Mandarin Branch Library, 3330 Kori
Road

San Jose Baptist Church, 6140 San
Jose Blvd.

Bradham Brooks Northwest Library,
1755 Edgewood Ave. W.

Regency Square Library, 9900 Re-
gency Square Blvd.

Pablo Creek Library, 13295 Beach
Blvd.

Lake Shore Baptist Church, 2363
Blanding Blvd.

Southeast Regional Library, 10599
Deerwood Park Blvd.

University Park Library, 3435 Uni-
versity Blvd. N.

Webb Wesconnett Library, 6887
1031d St.

Beaches Regional Library, 600 3rd
St., Neptune Beach

ﬂ-'.r
QUi Birde Unlimitod

Nature Shop

20% OFF
One regularly
priced item

Valid in-store the participating stores listed.
Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird Food,
Camera Feeders, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC
Memberships,or Sale Items. Cannot be
combined with other coupons/discounts.
Offer expires 10/31/24

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
whbu.com/staugustine
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

iR

CLUES ACROSS
16 1. Separate with an instrument  41. Small amount
19 5. State clearly 42. Mother of Perseus

11. One-time MLB speedster 44. Ornamental waist box

22

Gordon 45. Officials
14. Broad in scope 46. Uncertain
15. Lacking social polish 49. A cotton fabric with a satiny
16. Amount of time finish
36 |37 17. Frame 51. Extensive, treeless plains
= 19. Automobile 55. Your consciousness of your
20. Caps own identity
42 21. High school dances 56. Consumer advocate Ralph
5 22. Utilize 60. Notable Spanish sports club
- 23. Checked 61. Body part
49 [50 25. One-sided 62. One’s responsiveness
= 27. Having an extreme greed 64. Woman (French)
for wealth 65. Ready and willing to be taugh
61 62 31. Potted plants 66. Muslim ruler title
&7 55 3 34. We all have one 67. Unhappy
35. Lake north of the Kalahari 68. Gradually disappeared
67 68 69 38. Unidentified flying object 69. Able to think clearly

39. Aging persons
OT TTEQ A CDNQC

CLUES DOWN
1. Brushed 31. Wet dirt
2. Water sprite 32. Russian city
3. Ones to look up to 33. Observed
4. Monetary units 36. Irate
5. We all have one 37. Travelers need them

6. Marine invertebrate 39. Musical composition
7. One who institutes a legal 40. Auction

proceeding 43. Form of “to be”
8. Outer 45. Women
9. Parallelograms 47. Inspire with love
10. Uncomfortable feelings 48. Think Japanese ankle sock
11. Cross to form an X 49. Appears
12. Remove 50. Old World lizard
13. Some pages are dog- 52. The lead dancer: __ ballerina
18. Capital of Ukraine 53. Protein involved in motion
24. A citizen of Denmark 54. Rosalind Franklin biographer
26. Eighth month (abbr.) 57. Popular 1920s style art
28. Hindu queens 58. _ Blyton, children’s author

29. Acids structurally related to
amino acids
30. Rider of Rohan in Tolkien

59. Abnormal breathing
63. A place to rest

FALLSEASON WORD @ARCH

WORDS

APPLES
AUTUMNAL
CHESTNUT

CHILLY

COOLER
CORN
CORNUCOPIA
cozy
CRISP
EQUINOX
FALL
FIREPLACE
FOGGY
FOLIAGE
GOURD
HARVEST
HARVESTING
HAY
LEAF
OCTOBER
PUMPKIN
RAKE
SCARECROW
SWEATER

HOAXHCZAVLMIN<OP»PO<TON-A
TIImoO>»HrroTMTMoO<SXXIMmM->mMET0Nr
OTVP>PZ2EZTITNMPI<AIETTIIONOO
OCONUMUMMUHUTUCNI>NI> XM
IPEPMOHHFEFE—AFOIXFRXrErXONM
Zm<<Oo<r»rPcCc-HCEZ>»Prr=2=momo
CUYUTMUAWOXTOUNRN>»TI>OXNXC
AXNOP>PHHCWIZErNMCVT<ZNH
oO<<NOrwzZHOX>»-OoNrMTHo-2
TVOONIrNUUXIXIE<L<ITIPOIIZXINVO
HSZZ2Uvo-HUAX>TMI<UVMrETVO>X
SPNTOOO<OTMTMMXMOUWAON <
HUVNESXOO0OTXRXWOASFOTOVI—HO XN
NOX<X<=ZOoOXCImM=ETOoOXOZ-HCH=EX
- CTNON>PO00O0NOU-HKEHO®» X
OTHrFF<ZOmMWroowW<>»TZ0X
OI=EX=EA=SmMI=ZHXVUV=2CUuIoocCc
<HIXEmMIAUVUMS<IPBPITZXOWRIZ
r90o=ZTN0O=2=Z2>X0V0—-TWO>»TO
CSOEZSOWTUSHXE=ETHIMUrER>OMmMm=E<

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

Solve the code to discover words related to fall.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint:13=1)

15 14 8 14 9 10

Clue: Another name for “fall”

13 19 15 4 19 3

Clue: Parts of trees

20 2 13 2 11 23 14 13
Clue: Vivid

20 1 24 13 13

Clue: Feels cool
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Community
Marketplace Call

(904) 886-4919
for advertising rates

LICENSED* BONDED ° FULLY{INSUREDX

The Mandarin/St. Johns
Elks Lodge #2866

is providing a grant to fund The Seamark
Ranch in Green Cove Springs food bank
and also provide gardening starting kits
for the agriculture program for the 2024-2025 year.
The Seamark Ranch in Green Cove Springs is a non-prof-
it organization that provides a community for foster
children to include an elementary through 12th grade
school and a working ranch were the children participate
in daily chores and activities. One of the many programs

o

Professional Tree Services
-Tree Removal
-Tree Trimming
-Stump Grinding
-Bush Hogging Services
Serving Jacksonville Florida Since 1990 §

Call today! 904-379-5843 Office

www.showmetreeservice.com

AN of o rornieer are Guamanfoza’

Licensed & Insured

Vincent's Mobile
Notary Service

We make life easy and
come to you!

Our appointment times
are flexible — available
evenings and weekends.

Servicing Duval, Clay, and St. Johns County | (904) 742-8777

e Y

vincentsnotaryservice@gmail.com | vincentsnotary.com

SN IP ’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 30 Years Exp.
FL-5456A - LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

is Urban Agriculture to teach the gardening process.
American Eagle

Lawn Care

QUALITY SERVICES
LICENSED & INSURED

NoO CONTRACTS
FREE ESTIMATES

(904) 502-0891

or Res:d_entlal -
too small

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of

the homeowner since 2002

Driveways <Walkways
-Pavers *Concrete Removal
+Patios +Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

Mandarin United
Methodist Church
'Celebraﬁqy 150 years

11270 San Jose Blvd. Jacksonville, FL 32223
(From I-295 go south on San Jose Blvd. 1/2 mile on right)

United Methodist Women's

34th Annual Fall Craft Festival
Saturday, October 5, 2024
8:30 am - 3:30 pm
All Hand Crafted Items: 100+ Crafters, clothing, jewelry,

concessions, seasonal gifts, baked goods, children’s shop,
country store and more!

All proceeds support UMW Mission Projects
No Pets Allowed

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call for more info! (904) 886-4919




Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

Dental insurance
from Physicians
Mutual Insurance
Company. Cover-
age for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental
insurance - not just
a discount plan. Get
your free Informa-
tion Kit with details!
1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users!
Discover oxygen
therapy that moves
with you with Ino-
gen Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrators.
Free information
kit. 1-866-477-9045

VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got

Storm Damage?
You need a local
expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage
cleanup: A small
amount of water
can cause major
damage to your
home. Our trusted
professionals dry
out wet areas & re-
pair to protect your
family & your home
value! Call 24/7:
1-888-872-2809.
Have zip code!

Professional lawn
service: Fertiliza-
tion, weed control,
seeding, aeration
& mosquito con-
trol. Call now for
a free quote. Ask
about our first ap-
plication special!
1-833-606-6777

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a

Wellness Center.

Job Finder October:

Busy Chiropractic office looking for part-time afternoon position (about
20 hours). Must be reliable, able to multi-task, and have great face-to-face
interactions with patients. Positive attitude and willingnessto learnin a
medical setting. Contact (904) 230-0080 Julington Creek Chiropractic &

Starling, an owner and operator of luxury senior living communities
throughout Florida, is hiring for a variety of nursing, sales and administra-
tive positions. Visit www.StarlingLiving.com/Careers for more information!
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Maloe the smarit and ONLY CHOICE
when tack in gy our roofl

LIMITED
TIME
OFFER!

SAVE!

UPTO

o,
50:
OFF

INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATE

E 1.833.370.1224
Expiraa 03004 wemwnsuss () PR3
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free quote. It's not
just a generator,
It's a power move.

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower up-
dates in as little
as 1 day! Afford-
able prices - No
payments for 18
months! Lifetime
warranty & pro-
fessional installs.
Senior & military
discounts avail-
able.1-877-543-9189

Become a pub-
lished author. We
want to read your

book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted
since 1920. Con-
sultation, produc-
tion, promotion &
distribution. Call
for free author's
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and
service. Now featur-
ing our free shower
package & $1600
off - limited time!
Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsQOver
$50,000,000 in
timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in

2019. Get free info
package & learn
how to get rid of
your timeshare!
Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most
local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Replace your roof
w/the best looking
& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
3 styles & mul-
tiple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed

PRl ooy and Tedaive x ""%%
~—— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
=~ PLUS $1600 OFF
__l_,; &AI_H;—IH TuBS
i 1-855-417-1306
i - o koo P i Lt

to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Of-
fer up to 50% off
install + Addition-
al 10% off install
(military, health &
1st responders.)
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little
as one day. For a
limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation
costs! (Additional
terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and

vary by dealer. 0f-
fer ends 12/29/24.)
Call1-844-501-3208

Don't let the stairs
limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal
solution for anyone
who struggles on
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall
or wants to regain
access to their
entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins
take less than 60

seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your
family, your home,
your assets now
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert sys-
tem. Whether you're
home or away. For
safety & peace
of mind. No long
term contracts!
Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

Mandarin Garden Club gears up for fall

By Joann Butler

towels, crafted greeting cards, original

mail@floridanewsline.com

The 15th annual Mandarin Garden Club
Craft Fair will be held on Saturday, Nov.
9 from 9 a.m. — 4 p.m. It is the perfect
time to start or continue your shopping
for those special Christmas gifts. There
will be crafts made by Garden Club
members plus a variety of items available
for purchase from other local vendors,
including homemade chocolates, orna-
ments, embroidery, jewelry, soaps, natural
fiber bags, hot sauces, wreaths, handmade

Get out there. Those three words should
be all you need this month. October is
arguably one of the best months to fish
here and one of the last months before
we start losing the fair weather angling
crowd. The pleasure boaters have already
started to dwindle, which means we have
even more peaceful moments on the
water to enjoy.

Shrimp are peaking in size and quantity if
they didn't at the end of last month. Lots
of limits in less than two hours were re-
ported. Any small ones that might be left
can be used to catch literally anything.
We still have all the saltwater species in
the river, but they will be leaving as soon
as temperatures drop and the shrimp
leave. At the same time many freshwater
species will be gorging before the bounti-
ful warm season is over. I can’t name a

bad spot to fish except dry land. Bridges,

artwork, African violets, plants, decoup-
age flower pots, woven/knitted/crochet
items, seashell/driftwood art, handmade
woodcraft items, floral designs, hanging
suncatchers and hand painted gourds.
The Garden Club will have a Café with
all kinds of goodies, plus plants and
garden items will be for sale. The Masons
will have hamburgers and hotdogs for
sale. If you are interested in participating
as a crafter or artist, there are outdoor
10’ x 10’ spaces available for $40. Email

Jimmy's Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

docks, ledges, shell beds — they all are
worth trying.

In the surf the mullet are still moving
south with hungry predators after them.
Find the bait and find the fish. At the
same time pompano and whiting are
moving south as the waters cool and they
won't stay long. Fresh bait and clean wa-
ter is what you want and something you
can control — as in getting live shrimp,
clams, and sand fleas, nothing dead or
salted. Then spend the time to find the
conditions you want and then start fish-
ing. The only time to fish dirty water is
when that’s all there is like during storms.

I'm going to keep it short this month so
you can spend less time reading and more
time fishing. ’'m going to get back to it
myself. Let’s recap how great October was
on a cold November day next month.

mgcraftyladies@gmail.com or contact
Joyce Datz at (904) 287-3602 or jdatz@
bellsouth.net for more information.

After taking a summer break, the four
Mandarin Garden Club Circles started
their meetings again in September. Check

the calendar each month in Mandarin

NewsLine for more information on the

circle meetings. All circle meetings are

open to the public.

A special new member reception was

held on Sept. 4 for the club members

that joined in the last year. There were
19 new members attending and they
had a fun time learning more about the
club and sharing lunch with some of the
members.

The Marden Garden Club is available for
rent for parties, weddings, reunions, and
all kinds of special occasions. Visit www.
mandaringardenclub.org for more infor-
mation about the club and its activities,
including photos of the club.

Senior NewsLine!

Coming in our November issue:

This popular annual section sells out quickly,
so make your space reservation today!

Contact Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com
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By Master Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

As the hurricane season reaches its peak,
in Jacksonville we've been lucky, so far,
to escape the worst that the weather
might throw at us. Despite that, some
areas of town have experienced bad
flooding. If your yard was under water
for any length of time, as the water
subsides and you start to clean up, let
plants and lawn recover and then deter-
mine what permanent damage there is,
if any.

Immediate clean up might simply

Autumn and looking
forward

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

involve removing debris that has washed
onto beds and lawns. Lawns especially
could suffer as it doesn’t take long be-
fore diseases can take hold, so rake it
off carefully and dispose of it, either by
composting or bagging it for collection
if you suspect problems with sewage. In
any case, wear disposable gloves, long
pants, and waterproof boots that can

be washed easily. Plants will need their
crowns cleared of debris so remove any-
thing that has washed into the center of
the plant. If it isn’t contaminated, and
there isn't a lot of it, that material could
simply be pulled away from the plant

Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear hetter

Introducing Oticon INTENT™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon INTENT™ helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for
better speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

Call 904-262-5550 Today!

STAVERMAN

HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing

12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

and left in place as mulch.

Here are some links to an article
with more advice: https://tinyurl.
com/4up4hszy.

Fall migrating birds are moving through
our area, and in my garden, where
there are wildflowers to attract them,
I’'m seeing a wide variety of pollinators
feeding on dotted horsemint (Monarda
punctata) and anise scented golden-
rod (Solidago odora). Two particularly
lovely warblers, the American redstart
and black-headed blue warbler, have
been taking advantage of the insects

as well as the fruits of the beautyberry
bushes (Callicarpa americana). 1 had a
great view of a male black-headed blue
warbler as it feasted on beauty berries
just a couple of yards from my kitchen
window.

Photo courtesy Lesley Arrandale

It’s tricky to get a sh ffl
s tricKy to get a show of Howers Dotted horsemint (Monarda punctata)

throughout the year. The Xerces Society
has compiled lists for most regions of
the US which include the flowering
times of common wildflowers. You can
find the list for Florida here: https://
tinyurl.com/49cjpwpw. Make sure to
check soil, water, and light require-
ments. Even so-called “low mainte-
nance” native plants must be in the
right place if they are going to be suc-
cessful in our gardens. Otherwise they
become high maintenance!

Make sure to take advantage of all the
information available on the website,
particularly if you envision a wildflower
bed. To be successful, you will prob-
ably need to deal with weeds before you
start. For me, I sow seeds in small trays,
not directly in the garden, and pot them
on until they are large enough to plant
out. I have found it takes time for some
perennials to mature, but it can be satis-
fying for anyone who enjoys new plants
When growing native wildflowers from  for almost free!
seed, some are more successful if they
are sown in the fall, which is often
when seeds naturally mature and drop
from the plant. The Florida Wildflower
Cooperative sells a variety of wild-
flower seeds. Check out what’s available

here: https://tinyurl.com/4z3p3uvb.

If you want to simply purchase plants,
and I completely understand why, there
are only a few local native plant nurs-
eries. You can search online for infor-
mation and for online nurseries here:
https://www.plantrealflorida.org/profes-
sionals. Duval County master gardener

EXPECT
SOMETHING
MORE™

Optior age Is-available for additior
following Club Insuranc

al cost. Subject to eligibllity-requiren
g Cl sociation; MemberSelect Insurance Company, Auto Club Group. Insurance: Company, Auto Club Property-Casualty Insurance Comp:
Insurance.Company, Auto Club-Instrance Company of Florida, or:non-affiliated insurance companies. ©2018 The Atto Club Group. Al tights reserved. 18-1A-22020 FL LC 9/18

WATCH YOUR INSURANCE
DEDUCTIBLE DISAPPEAR.

Insure your auto through AAA and reduce your deductible by S50,
up to S500, for each policy term you are claim free with our
DISAPPEARING DEDUCTIBLE.

Contact me for a free quote.

Ask for a Licensed Insurance Agent
10991 San Jose Blvd, Jacksonville FL 32223
(In Walmart) 904-437-5755

ments. Coverage is subject to all policy-terms, conditions, exclusions-and-limitations. Insurance un

volunteers hold a popular plant sale in
the spring, usually with a good selection
of native plants, and so do surrounding
counties. You may know that sourcing
native plants propagated in their home
range makes it more likely that you have
“the right plant in the right place.” They
are genetically a good match to local
conditions, whereas the same species
grown further north will likely be from
seed that is adapted to entirely different
conditions. If you see “Florida ecotype”
in a plant’s description, it means it’s
truly a Florida native.

The latest issue of A New Leaf newslet-
ter is available here: https://tinyurl.
com/65frterd. As you will see, the for-
mat has been updated and has links to

a

lerwritten by one of the
any, Auto Club South

articles of current interest. Enjoy!
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR H

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

B 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA

General and Family Dentistry

(904)268-0830 - www.florodental.com

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.
11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 « Jacksonville, FL 32223

BRIAN E.
FLORO

D.M.D. P.A.

General & Family Denfistry

Exams and Cleanings ¢ Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions * Root Canals * Crowns and Bridges
Veneers and Teeth Whitening ¢ Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

New Patient Special

*99

)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
)
Exam, Digital X-Rays H
)
)
)
)
)
)
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)
)
L

Whitening for Life!

*99

Contact the office for details. I
Must present coupon. Expires 10/31/2024

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. * 268-0830

This offer is exclusive to self-pay
patients and may not be used with any
insurance program.

Voted one of the top dentists=
inJacksonville
by Jacksonville Magazine

Brian E. Floro DMD

Must present coupon. Expires 10/31/2024

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San lose Blvd. * 268-0830
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

I’'m not of Scottish heritage, but have
very fond memories of visiting Scot-
land, eating haggis, and listening to the
haunting sound of bagpipes. On one
trip to Scotland, I needed to buy a fleece
vest and some gloves because I hadn’t re-
alized it would be so cool — in August.
Visiting the Highlands of Scotland pro-
vides relief from our Florida heat, but so
does a visit to the Blue Ridge Mountains
of North Carolina.

I'd heard great things about the High-
land Games on Grandfather Mountain
and jumped at the chance to join two
girlfriends who were hoping to learn
more about their Scottish ancestry.
The Grandfather Mountain games

are the largest gathering in the US,
attracting more than 100 clans over
four days.

The history of the Highland Games goes

back nearly 1,000 years. Some historians

The Highland Games at Grandfather
Mountain, NC

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

trace their roots to the times of Celtic
warriors, who would use athletic con-
tests as a way to demonstrate strength,
agility, and endurance. The gatherings
are known for their unique blend of
athletic competitions, music, dancing
and celebrating Scottish heritage.

The events at Grandfather Mountain
take place at McRae Meadows in mid-
July, from Thursday to Sunday. The cen-
tral venue is a football field surrounded
by the clan and society tents. Beginning
with Thursday’s opening Torchlight
Ceremony, Raising the Clans, which
was quite impressive. No sooner did we
arrive than the hum of bagpipes filled
the air.

The Celtic festival attracts many color-
ful characters, often wearing kilts and
traditional dress, but take my word,
you don’t have to be Scottish to enjoy
it. Each clan proudly welcomes and
connects its members in special ways by
showing the clan tartan, a map of their

Mandariﬂ@e/m October 2024 | Page 11

ancestral territory, help with tracing
family roots, membership and activities.
You'll find food trucks, merchandise
shops, and plenty of bleachers. Food
includes shepherd’s or meat pies, haggis
and mash, sticky toffee pudding, short-
bread, and typical state fair-style food.

The athletic games are the highlight
with the iconic caber toss my favorite.
A contestant lifts a telephone-like pole,
steadies it, then tosses it upward so it
flips over (sometimes adding a warrior’s
cry or grunt). Other events include the
stone throw for distance, hammer throw,
and sheaf toss. Women also compete in
some of the events. Passionate, skilled
competitors who train faithfully come
from a variety of backgrounds and pro-
fessions. I met a teacher, a paramedic, a
gym owner, and a farmer.

Between events spectators watch dem-
onstrations like sheep herding, with the
dogs rounding up the sheep let loose

on the field, parades, musical entertain-
ment, children’s events and crafts. Cul-
tural sessions offer educational presenta-
tions such as clan history, understanding
the coat of arms, the Real Outlander,
and whiskey tasting.

Many young girls to young adult
women compete in the spirited dance
competitions. They all wear kilts, usu-

/‘
7/

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Bagpipers parade around the track.

ally with a vest over a white blouse, and
special dance shoes. A piper plays the
appropriate traditional melody whether
it is a highland fling, jig, or the sword
dance. Solo bagpipers and the pipe and
drum corps also compete, so the sound
of their instruments permeates the air.
At various times, they parade around the
track giving a wonderful display of pre-

cision marching in full-dress uniforms.

I stayed in nearby Banner Elk, a town
with only one stop light but a surpris-
ing variety of activities and shops. One
morning I enjoyed riding the Wilderness
Run Alpine Coaster through the woods.
I recommend Stonewalls Restaurant for
an incredibly delicious steak dinner and
Grandfather Vineyard Winery for a fine
wine tasting. The architecture at Lees-

McRae College is worth a look.

Banner Elk is a seven-hour drive from

Jacksonville.

BannerElk.com, Highland Games Info:
gmhg.org

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Landers stories

and travel tips.

Smiles by

DR CRAIG HADGIS

ORTHODONTIST
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Free Care For Caregivers

Caregiver burnout not only affects you and your family, but those you serve as
well. If you're a caregiver for someone aged 60 or older who resides in Northeast
Florida’, you are likely eligible for FREE support through ElderSource’s Tailored
Caregiver Assessment and Referral Program (TCARE).

STATE-OF-THE-ART
LOCATIONS

ST JOHNS
ST AUGUSTINE

sass
COLORS

" ST. JOHNS

st cee tape s Sree
Or‘ﬁ/\odowﬁ; Free Initial Visit i

St ugustine 904.79.SMILE (797.6453) \*

=% www.DrCraigOrtho.com

Begin benefitting from TCARE’s:
Strategies that reduce root causes of burnout
Customized care plans designed for your needs
Connections to additional support resources

9 ElderSource Florida Blve &%

@Y start here for help

Now Accepting
New Participants!

Ay LR TR
e e

Nt
@‘:i“. Ethigs Dr. Craig Hadgis

Fenindafior Board Certified Orthodontist

Practice self-care and improve your effectiveness by contacting us today!

904-391-6699 | CaregiverSupport@MyElderSource.org

*Serving Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia Counties Since 1974
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Launching into the Future.

At The Bolles School, the future is an early focus so students can develop the life skills of compassion,
courage and integrity as a foundation of their character. Combined with a world-class education, students
build relationships, experience different cultures and make friends for life.

Here, we honor traditions while looking forward to all the future holds.

Explore what Bolles has to offer by visiting www.Bolles.org or calling us at (904) 256-5030.

— il BOLLES Bolles.org

FU'l'U re FOCUS Pre-K through Grade 12
ALL THINGS POSSIBLE Day & Boarding School

Convenient, online doctor visits for $69

Immediate or well visits and everything in

The doctor will .
see yo u n ow. :I(:;er;ne— sore throats, rashes, pink eye

Board-certified providers

Vlrtual V|S|tS, 24/7 Available for all ages

Follow-up care, with a dedicated care
coordinator after your visit

Insurance not required

Learn more at BaptistHealthPlace.com
or download the app today.

wvhealth
place

By Baptist Health and Telescope Health




