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"Three Travelers in Search of a Vague Notion" by
Nikki Hill (2023 Challenge Quilt First Place)

Quiltfest:

A celebration
of unique and
magical art

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Do you believe in magic? Would
you like to see some real life magic
with your own eyes? Well, the fiber
artists of Jacksonville have gathered
465 samples of magically sewn
works of art in the form of quilts
for a show at the Prime Osborn
Center in Jacksonville. “Sew Your
Heart Out,” the 37th annual
showcase of quilts by Quiltfest Inc.
of Jacksonville will be at the Prime
Osborn Convention Center, Sept.
19, 20, and 21, from 9 a.m. — 5
p.m. daily.

Quiltfest cont. on pg. 2
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St. Johns County students return to school

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Students across St. Johns County
returned to school on a typically hot
and humid Monday, Aug. 12. Accord-
ing to District 1 School Board Member
Beverly Slough, the district welcomed
back more than 52,000 students this
year after the typical staggered start for
kindergarten the first week.

This year, two new schools were opened
in St. Johns County to relieve over-
crowding, Lakeside Academy in the
Beacon Lakes area off County Road 210
and Trout Creek Academy in the Shear-

water neighborhood.

“The first day went very smoothly with
very few glitches,” Slough said. “Both
new schools opened successfully as well.
There was still some minor work being
done such as landscaping that did not
affect learning.”

Slough said that also new this year is a

change to all schools’ safety procedures;
all gates that surround school buildings
are required to be locked during school
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Timberlin Creek had a photo op available for the first day of school.

Boston
Scientific

Advancing science for life™

FREE LUNCH & LEARN

Tuesday, September 24th at 6:00pm

Family & Friends are welcome to attend.

in-person at Aloft Hotel in Jacksonville, or via Zoom

Join Experts to learn about options for managing this neurological disorder.

Register Online to Attend Event: https://LearnDBS.com/1600
Alaine Keebaugh, PhD 770-356-6410

| Aloft Hotel: 4812 Deer Lake Drive West, Jacksonville, FL, 32246 |

Photo courtesy Lauren 0'Shell

Freedom Crossing Academy students are excited on the first day of school.

hours.

At Patriot Oaks Academy, second year
principal Drew Chiodo likewise report-
ed a successful start to the school year.

“We had a phenomenal day,” he said,
noting that this is the 10 year anniver-
sary of Patriot Oaks Academy.

Chiodo said that they welcomed 1,356
students on the first day, but with the
staggered start expect the school to have
1,450 students once all kindergarteners
are in class.

As a Capturing Kids Hearts school,

First day of school cont. on pg. 10
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This Mill Creek Academy student is excited for the first day of school!

Is Parkinsons Disease or Essential Tremor

Disrupting Your Quality of Life?
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Quiltfest cont. from pg. 1

What is so magical about quilts and
why is it worth your time to come

see this show? It must be magic for a
sewing artist to be so passionate about
creating works of love and beauty that
one would work for hours to cre-

ate each quilt. In fact, some quilters
admit to taking as long as 20 years to
finish their work. A quilt might yield
a pleasing pattern from the play with
color and shape; it might tell a story
or make a statement about current
events; or it might be an image suit-
able to hang on a wall. Whether it
takes a few days, weeks, months, or
years, the quilts are stunning. And to
see them all together is magical.

So grab your friends and family for a
unique outing. Maybe you will find
something handmade to purchase at
the boutique or the quilt sale room.
There are also opportunities to buy
small items to support Community
Hospice PedsCare Bereavement, for
you or your children to test out using
a sewing machine or help make Me
Dolls and Heart pillows for hospital-
ized patients, to win a quilt or basket
of goodies, or to buy a gift for the
quilter you know.

Tickets for the Quiltfest are available
the days of the show or at numerous
quilt stores in the region (until Sept.
7). Tickets are $15 per day with chil-
dren younger than 12 free and $1 off
for seniors and veterans. Parking in
the Prime Osborn official lot is free.
Visit www.quiltfestjax.com for a look
at the 2023 winners, ticket informa-
tion, and directions.

America’s Oldest City
celebrates its 459th Birthday

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Diocese of St. Augustine and the
City of St. Augustine are commemorat-
ing the 459th Founder’s Day anniversa-
ry on Sept. 7. This event will be brim-
ming with historical re-enactments and
vibrant festivities that commemorate
the 100¢h anniversary of the sister city
relationship with Avilés, Spain.

Founder’s Day commemorates Sept. 8,
1565, when a small band of Spaniards
celebrated a Mass of Thanksgiving on
the shores of Northeast Florida, marking
the beginning of a new settlement. This
event planted the seeds of Christianity
in America north of Mexico and laid the
foundation for a rich legacy of faith and
social support in St. Augustine.

The Founder’s Day celebration on Sept.
7 will begin at 10 a.m. at the National
Shrine of Our Lady of La Leche, located
within the grounds of Mission Nombre

de Dios at 101 San Marco Ave. Visitors : A e e it SRS
Photo courtesy Diocese of St. Augustine

will have a chance to witness a historical
re-enactment presented by the Historic
Florida Militia: Men of Menéndez,
bringing to life the 1565 historic land-
ing of Don Pedro Menéndez de Aviles
and the subsequent establishment of St.
Augustine.

ebration is open to the public and free
of charge. Attendees are encouraged to
bring lawn chairs, sunscreen and water
bottles.

the ceremonial first Thanksgiving meal
re-enactment at 1 p.m. Encampment
and living history demonstrations at the
Fountain of Youth Archacological Park

The festivities will continue with after- will be available until 5 p.m.; note that

noon events at the Fountain of Youth
Archaeological Park, located next door
to the mission at 11 Magnolia Ave.
Pedro Menéndez and his entourage will
march to the Fountain of Youth for

nominal admission fees may apply to
Following the re-enactment, Bishop
Erik Pohlmeier will celebrate a Mass of
Thanksgiving at the Rustic Altar in its
natural outdoor surroundings. The cel-

enter this part of the celebration.

Visit: www.citystaug.com/CivicAlerts.
aspx?AID=503 for more information.
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REAL ESTATE EXPERTS
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WE LIST YOUR HOME FOR 4% TOTAL COMMISSION

WE LOWER TO 3% IF WE BRING THE BUYER!

i

f Your Favorite Mother/Daughter Team!
BROKER ASSOCIATE, REALTOR® REALTOR®

(904)449-1855 (904)347-1560
TARITAYLOR@PHRFL.NET KARIFRANCOM@PHRFL.NET

ﬁ WWW.PREMIERHOMESREALTY.NET
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*This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with another Realtor.
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Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@floridanewsline.com
Last month's Mystery Photo was the Freedom Crossing Academy.

MYSTERY PHOTO
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Breed:

Schnorkie (half yorkie, half schnauzer)

Favorite Activity:

Eating my mom’s clothes and watching
sports with Dad.
Fav Favorite Treat:
Anything my parents drop from the table.
Favorite Friend:
My hoomans.
How did your BFF get his name?

He lives to the max!

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Don't miss our October issue!
Deadline 9/17/24

Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!

904.607.5062

Back to
School Guide
In this issue!
Pages 9 -12

Vbl of Conitrt~
4 What's Happening in St. Johns
6 Q&A with Beverly Slough
8 St.Johns Business Monthly
15 Jimmy's Fishing Report
18 Gardening
19 Travel
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AFFORDABLE WATE

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

Operateq

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd

Jax Beach

(next to Publix)
904.230.3242
whbu.com/jacksonville

904.246.6832

License #W-32

K1 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)

wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

k-'.r
QWild Birde Unllmited

Nature Shop

20% OFIF
One regularly
pricedg;]em

1
1
1
1
1
Valid in-store at the participating stores :
1
1
1
1

7

listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird
Food, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC
Memberships or Sale Items.
Cannot be combined with other
coupons/discounts. Offer expires 9/30/24

\ ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

7/

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wbu.com/staugustine
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activities

for seniors on Monday, Wednesday and Friday
mornings at 6795 Collier Road in Orangedale.
Cards, crafts and games start each day at 9 a.m.
with trivia, nutrition/exercise, Bunco and Bingo
among the additional activities before lunch at
11:30 a.m. each day. Contact Program Coordinator
Myra Fisher at (904) 209-3658 or mfisher@
coasjc.org for more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit
Company, 1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit
the group’s Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or
email playinghookie2022@gmail.com for more
information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the game
of "Hand, Knee, and Foot" on Wednesdays. If you
are interested in joining, please call (904) 230-
6962 and leave a message.

3rd: Happy Hookers crochet group will
meet at the Bartram Trail Branch

Library on Sept. 3 and Sept. 17 from 5:30 p.m. -
6:45 p.m. The group crochets or knits blankets for
cancer patients at area hospitals. All skill levels
are welcome. Visit www.sjcpls.org or call (904)

827-6960.

3rd: Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet
on Tuesday, Sept. 3 at 6:30 p.m. at

Mandarin Presbyterian Church’s Loretto Road

Campus in the Kids Space at 2501 Loretto

Road. New members/guests welcome. Visit

honeybeequilters.org for more information,

4th: Archery for veterans, hosted by St.

Johns County Parks and Rec, will be
held on Sept. 4 from 7 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at the St.
Johns County Fairgrounds. Practice the finer
points of bow and arrow in a program designed
in partnership with Veterans Affairs. Visit https://
tinyurl.com/3ueb5kwv for more information and
to sign up for this free event.

A

S ElderSource

~

Widow to Widow, support group for
widows by widows is held at Council
on Aging (COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in
St. Augustine on Wednesdays beginning Sept. 4
from 11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655
(Monday - Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org
for more information.

4tI;:

5th: Homeschool Geocaching, hosted by
St. Johns County Parks and Rec, will

be held at Vaill Point Park, 630 Vaill Point Road

in St. Augustine, on Sept. 5 from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.

Kids can learn what geocaching is and how to

get started on a modern-day treasure hunt. No

experience required; download the geocaching

app before arrival. Call (904) 209-0333 or visit

https://tinyurl.com/2x5k8x3f for more information

and to sign up for this free activity.

5th: Open Game Play at Council on Aging
(COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in
St. Augustine. Bring your deck of cards or board
game (there are also games available at River
House) and socialize over a friendly game of your
choosing every Thursday beginning Sept. 5 from
12:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday
- Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org for more

information.

6th: First Friday Adult Book Club will meet
at the Bartram Trail Branch Library at 10

a.m. on Sept. 6 to discuss “Tomorrow, Tomorrow

and Tomorrow" by Gabrielle Zevin. Registration is

required; email draasch@sjcfl.us.

gth: The Northwest St. Johns County
United for Progress Club will celebrate

the Democratic National Convention delegates

with a reception on Sept. 9 at 6:30 p.m. Special

guest speaker Jay McGovern, candidate for

US House District 5 will follow. Visit www.

nwstjohnsup.com or email nwsjcp@gmail.com
for more information.

]]th *Free Tech Help with David will be held
on Wednesday, Sept. 11 from 10:30 a.m.
- 12 p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. Drop
in for tech assistance with Android, Apple, and
reader devices; no RSVPs required. Bring your

iniSt¥lohns

device fully charged and know your passwords.
Visit sjcpls.org/branches/bartram-trail-branch/
for more information.

] 2th:Unity World Day of Prayer Moving
Mountains service will be held on

Sept.12 from 7 p.m. - 8 p.m. at Unity Church
for Creative Living, 2777 Race Track Road. Join
the Prayer Chaplain Team for an hour of prayer,
music, and contemplation. Call (904) 287-1505
or email UCCLoffice2777@gmail.com for more
information.

I 4th *The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club

meets the second Saturday of each
month (this month, Sept. 14) from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m.
at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. The topic for
the meeting is “"Show and Tell: Oldest documents
and artifacts.’ Email ginglish@comcast.net for
more information. Visit www.facebook.com/
groups/BTGenClubGroup to send a request to join
the club.

] 6th:The All Star Quilters Guild will meet
at 9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to
the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, Sept. 16 at
First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. The
program will be a mini quilty show by the 12x12
group. Sew and Tell is always a feature. Guests
are welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for
more information.

] 7th *Women of Unity Gathering on Tuesday,
Sept. 17 at 6:30 p.m. at Unity Church

for Creative Living, 2777 Race Track Road. This

is a safe place for women to gather, connect,

support and explore spiritual principles. All

women are welcome.Call (904) 287-1505 or email

UCCLoffice2777@gmail.com for more information.

] 8th *Garden Club of Switzerland will meet

at the Bartram Trail Branch Library, 60
Davis Pond Blvd., on Sept. 18 from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
The presentation will be on the perils outdoor
lighting presents for migrating songbirds and
what we can do to ensure their safe passage.
The event is open to the public. Use the contact
information at www.switzerlandgc.org if you are
interested in attending.

lgth:William Bartram Scenic Highway
Group will meet on Thursday,

September 19 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at
Westminster Woods, Gathering Place Room.
Join the discussion to keep NW St. Johns County
Scenic and Historic and preserve the State Road
13 Scenic Highway. Virtual meeting access is
available; contact alabbat@comcast.net or call
(904) 699-8475.

] gth - 21st: 37th annual Quiltfest of
Jacksonville, “Sew Your Heart Out”

will be held Sept.19, 20, and 21 from 9 a.m.- 5
p.m. daily at the Prime Osborn Convention
Center. Tickets are available at local quilt stores,
via Ticketmaster, or at the event. See www.
quiltfestjax.com for more information.

2] St:First Coast Vendor Village will be

held on Sept. 21 from 11 a.m. - 2 p.m. at
Celebration Lutheran Church, 810 Roberts Road.
This fall community outreach event features
small, local businesses selling products and
offering services, as well as inflatables, food
trucks, music, and a pet adoption. Call the church
at (904) 230-2496 for more information.

2] St:Dress a Girl Around the World at the
Bartram Trail Branch Library will be

held on Saturday, Sept. 21 at 10 a.m. Learn to
make dresses and shorts for girls around the
world. You can pick up a kit to create at home,
or turn in dresses you created to the Bartram
Trail Branch. We also accept fabric and notion
donations. Call the library at (904) 827-6960 for
more information.

27th:"Spouse in a Nursing Home? Do You
Have to Go Broke?" a free lecture by

Megan Wall, St. Johns County Legal Aid, will be
presented at Council on Aging (COA) River House,
179 Marine Street in St. Augustine, on Friday,
Sept. 27 from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Call (904) 209-3655
(Monday - Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org
for more information.

“I only want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

uppers for <>
Seniors

Feed Local Seniors with
Double the Impact

Hungry Seniors Can’t Wait
Help Move Them from List to Plate

More than 5,000 seniors in Northeast Florida are on a waitlist for hunger-relief
assistance. Each day they're forced to make heart-breaking decisions:
choosing between buying medicine or groceries or eating lunch or dinner.

You can help us solve this

urgent and growing crisis — @:;;'..ﬂ@
with double the impact. ';'.-F_;_f' Eryd:
g i

Delores Barr Weaver Legacy Bl 'ﬂ'ﬁ!
s’

Funds will match every
donation made to Suppers for
Seniors up to $50,000.

DeleresBarrWeaverlunds

estahlished 2012 YEARS

MyElderSource.org/SuppersForSeniors

ElderSource

start here for help

904-391-6699 | MyElderSource.org

Serving Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia Counties Since 1974

Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 * (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road - St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

Give your brain what it needs_.
S0 you can hear better X
Introducing Oticon INTENT™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology. 7\

Oticon INTENT™ helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for
better speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

“y > L
- P=F  You're invited to try Oticon INTENT™R/SK FREE

STAVERMAN | - FREEConsultation
HEARING CENTERS | . Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial

300+ Five Star Reviews | Tyitathome work and play!
Call 904-262-5550 Today!

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing
12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com




with St. Johns County Supervisor
of Elections Vicky Oakes

Q: When is the next election?

A: The 2024 General Election is Tues-
day, Nov. 5, 2024.

Q: Are there any registration dead-
lines ahead of the election?

A: Yes, the deadline to register to vote
for this election is Oct. 7, 2024. Voters
can visit our website www.votesjc.gov to
register online.

Q: Is there anything voters should be
doing to prepare now for the 2024
General Election?

A: Yes! It’s never too early to get elec-
tion ready. I recommend visiting www.
votesjc.gov and using the Check My
Status tool to make sure that your infor-
mation is up to date. I¢’s also important
to keep an updated signature on your
voter record, especially for our voters
that vote by mail. Voters needing to
update their signature can download
the Florida Voter Registration Applica-
tion on our website, WWW.VOLESjC.gov,
and print, complete, and mail the form
to the Elections Office. This service can
also be done in person at the Elections
Office, or at any St. Johns County Pub-
lic Library or DMV office.

Q: If I voted by mail in 2022, will I
automatically get a vote-by-mail bal-
lot this year?

A: No. Due to law changes, vote-by-
mail requests expire at the end of each

year. If you have not made a vote-by-
mail request, you will not be mailed a
ballot. To request a vote-by-mail ballot
for the 2024 General Election, visit
www.votesjc.gov or call the Elections
Office at (904) 823-2238. The deadline
to request a vote-by-mail ballot to be
mailed for the 2024 General Election is
Oct. 24, 2024, at 5 p.m.

Q: When is early voting for the Gen-
eral Election?

A: Early voting will begin Monday, Occt.
21, and continue through Saturday,
Nov. 2, from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m. daily.
Locations will be announced closer to
the election.

Q: Do I have to be registered in a
certain party to vote in the General
Election?

A: No, the General Election is an open
election; party affiliation does not mat-
ter. All voters within a precinct will re-
ceive the same ballot with all candidates
and parties on it.

Q: What ways can voters contact the
Elections Office?

A: The St. Johns County Supervisor
of Elections Office is open Monday

through Friday, from 8:30 a.m. — 5 p.m.

Residents can visit or call the office with
any questions during business hours at
(904) 823-2238. Our website, www.
votesjc.gov also has a wealth of informa-
tion.

with St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit
Court and County Comptroller John
Rundgren, Clerk Designee

Q. What is the significance of the
Popular Annual Financial Report?

A. The Popular Annual Financial Report
(PAFR) is a simplified, easy-to-read
version of the Annual Comprehensive
Financial Report (ACFR), which is a
detailed financial statement that the St.
Johns County Comptroller’s Office is
statutorily required to complete each
year. Clerk Brandon Patty launched

the PAFR in 2020 to ensure residents
have an easy-to-read booklet on the

QUILTF

annual audit. The PAFR highlights

key developments and major financial
points, helping residents understand the
financial situation of St. Johns County.
Unlike the detailed ACFR, the PAFR
focuses on selected financial data, pro-
viding a reader-friendly roadmap of the
county’s finances.

Q. What are the largest expenditure
categories for St. Johns County?

Q&A with John Rundgren cont. on pg. 13
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37th annual ﬁber arts exhibit—"Sew Your Heart Out”

It
—

Shop for homemade A
- gifts in the boutique
# & and quilt sale room. P

. over 400 judged quilts...sew creative.

S@pte/mbw 14, 20, 21,

2024 from 9-5

At the Prime Osborn Center
1000 Water Street, Jacksonville, FL
Park FREE in the Prime paved parking.

$15 daily,
$14 for Seniors & Veterans
Under 12 free / .'r.:,"'
See web for more information or click QR code/ 4 American

Quilter's
Society

www.quiltfestjax.com ¢ Facebook: @quiltfestjax ¢ Instagram: @jaxquiltfest
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ST JOHNS DENTAL
G5O

Caring Dentistry for the Whole Family

Gentle,

DO YOU WANT A

Selter

LOOKING fm(‘/g?

We offer cosmetic and preventative services

* Comprehensive dental e Crowns
examinations & x-rays e Bridges
* Teeth cleaning & polishing e Scaling & root planning
* Deep cleanings * Veneers
* Emergency examinations * Teeth whitening
* Oral cancer screening * Extractions
* Fillings * Snore & night guards

ASK ABOUT OUR PROPHY PLUS PROGRAM
FOR PATIENTS WITH GUM ISSUES

If you need treatment we can
see you in days, not months!

* Evening & Saturday
Appointments.
- Same day emergency visit.
» Free Second Opinion.
Patients have Dr Joyner’s
cell number for after hours
emergencies

New Patient Special - $99

Comprehensive dental exam & x-rays PLUS teeth cleaning In absence
of gum disease. *Not valid with any other offer

Serving the St Johns community since 2003
Google & Yelp rating 5.0
2220 CR210 West,
Suite 312
(Winn Dixie Shopping Plaza)
St Johns, FL 32259

Call or request an
appointment online!
(904) 825-9960
www.stjohnsdentaloffice.com

Vicky®Oakes
St Johns County ™ Supervisor of Elections

2024 General Election
November 5, 2024

Deadline to Register to Vote or
Change Party Affiliation
October 7, 2024

YOU CAN REGISTER TO VOTE,
UPDATE YOUR INFORMATION,
OR REQUEST A NEW VOTER CARD ONLINE

e ok o Ak & A

(I tovoteFlorida.gov

Ve & % & &
b

VISIT WWW.VOTESJC.GOV
TO CHECK YOUR VOTER STATUS

For registration and election
information, call or visit:

904.823.2238 www.votesjc.gov




Page 6 | The CreeI;Zm September 2024

Join us in praying for a potential
new church in
St. Johns County called the

COVE CHURCH

Funeral « Crematory « Memorial Park

CRAIG

Fuxsiran Hose « Cresatosy = Missoria Park

[Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you|
WWW.CRAIGFUNERALHOME.COM ¢ (904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

AVE
YOUR FUTURE
T0 CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
..  _Ld

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,

maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

« Housekeeping

e 24-hour security

o Delicious, chef-prepared dining options

« Fishing and boat docks

 Heated, outdoor swimming pool

» A wide range of important aging services

« And more!

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

V) QY
@\\l/©

Westminster
Woods

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL
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Q: Were you able to continue your
tradition of visiting District 1
schools on the first day of school?

A: Yes, I went to all 10 District 1
schools and found the students to be
happy, well behaved and learning.
The teachers were smiling and
welcoming them back. We had a few
glitches with transportation, as usual
early in the school year. We ask for
everyone’s patience as we work out
any unexpected surprises. Adjustments
are ongoing and we expect to have
everything on schedule very shortly.

Q: What can you tell us about the
new safety protocols?

A: Some changes from the legislature
to our safety procedures have been
instituted. We are now required

to lock all gates around the school
buildings and of course visitors still
have to ring a doorbell to be admitted
to the school. The layers of security
are deep. We've already had a visit
from the Office of Safe Schools on the
second day of school to make sure we
were following the new procedures —
which of course we are.

Q: Have school grades been received
yet from last school year?

A: Yes and once again, our district did
exceedingly well. All District 1 schools

with St. Johns County School Board
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

remain an “A” and in fact the lowest
graded school we have in the whole
county is a “C.” We actually had a
couple of schools improve from either
a “C” ora “B” to an “A” this year.
Ever since grades have been given, our
district has been an “A” district and
we share that distinction with Sarasota
County.

Q: Are our schools sufficiently
staffed [as of interview date of Aug.
15]2

A: I'm very pleased that we have

few staff vacancies; almost all of our
schools are fully staffed. Also, at our
upcoming Aug. 20 special school
board meeting, we will ratify both of
our union contracts. We are delighted
to start the new school year with new
contracts for our teachers and support

staff.

Q: Do you have anything else to
share with District 12

A: Before the start of the school year,
we had our traditional back to school
prayer held at every school in the
district. We've done this for more than
20 years.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at
(904) 547-7510.

Guest Column

Switzerland/Fruit Cove
Community Center update

By Al Abbatiello

The William Bartram Scenic Highway
group of volunteers has been working
to restore the Old Switzerland
Community Center for the past several
years. 'm now happy to say real
progress has been made and it’s now
very likely we will eventually have a
brand-new building to enjoy.

You may recall earlier columns
describing the Bartram Scenic
Highway Group efforts to restore the
old, abandoned volunteer fire station
based on a lease agreement negotiated
with the county; however, the Board
of County Commissioners eventually
decided the St. Johns County Parks
and Recreation Department would be
better able to fund the restoration of a
county owned facility.

The county eventually assigned a
project manager to determine if the
old building was, in fact, restorable
and at what cost to the county.

After several months of work by the
project manager, an architectural

firm contracted to survey the
building/property, the county Tower
Committee, and my continued follow-
up of progress, a final report was
prepared describing options for the old
building. The Parks and Recreation

Department is now exploring funding
options to likely pursue a phased
approach inclusive of:

1. Demolish the building and secure
the site. The intention is to salvage
any reasonable pieces of the current
structure to be able to highlight and
preserve the history of the site.

2. On-board a firm to design, engineer
and permit the project. In parallel
during the design process, they will

be engaging the community (us) to
gain feedback on the development of
conceptual site plans and programming
options.

3. Construct the new building.
Estimated cost approximately $1.03
million.

In addition, the county project team
is working with Growth Management
to determine site compatibility for
building a new structure on the site.
This is based on earlier planning
statements that there were only two
options for the site — demolition or
restoration of the old building. Your
Bartram Scenic Highway team will
continue following this project to
hopefully, a new community treasure.

Al Abbatiello is chairman of the William
Bartram Scenic Highway group.
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...BEGINS WITH CLEAN HOME!

*Offers Expire 9/30/24

350 oFr

PROMO CODE: CARPET129

il ...BEGINS WITH CLEAN AIR!
VO [ R S

*

7,000+

CRI Certified Platinum NADCA Certified 5-Star Google Reviews
Certification # 12773541

rez® (904) 682-9335

A Smarter, Lasting Clean™ For All Your Surfaces Zerorezjacksonville.com
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This is back-to-school season; Talk to your student about money

By Chris Thompson, CFP *, CMFA ©, CRPC ®

The start of the school year is quickly
approaching. If you have a child
entering college or the workforce this
fall, now is a great time to talk about
money. Consider the tips below to guide
the conversation:

Help your child establish a budget

for the next phase of life. Begin by
exploring the new costs your child may
incur and offer to sit down and help
them create a budget. For high school
graduates, new expenses can include
tuition for college, textbooks, housing,
food and discretionary spending. Online
estimators can be useful tools to discern
how to allocate funds by category. If you
typically covered your child’s expenses
throughout high school, educate them
on what a typical grocery bill or trip to
the movies can cost.

Set financial expectations. As your child
grows toward financial independence, it
is beneficial to have a conversation with
them about what help they can expect
from you, if any, and what costs they are
responsible for.

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner

844-954-8700

1008115-00005-00

Prudential Financial Planning

CA Insurance License #0E93910

andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning
Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the

marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.

* If your child is headed to college or
trade school, discuss how tuition will be
paid for and whether you'll cover any
associated room and board expenses,
technology fees, travel to return home,
etc. Can your child rely on scholarships
or help from a 529 plan? Will they need
to pick up a job? To help answer these
questions, encourage your child to fill
out the Free Application for Federal
Student Aid (FAFSA). All students

can apply regardless of their family’s
financial status. If loans need to be
taken out by you, your child or both
for school, review the terms, including
interest rates and payback schedule.

* If your child is headed directly into
the workforce, discuss how to approach
paying for rent, commuting to work,
and other common expenses. Determine
if your child can look to you for help

in their first few months of expenses

as they get on their feet. Discuss what
bringing home a post-tax paycheck
looks like and advise on saving and
spending income. Also suggest starting a

ROTH IRA and/or ROTH 401k early.

Consider alternate ways to help your

(#® Prudential

[cEr]

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

05404

kids. While it’s natural to want to
support your child as much as you can,
it’s important to think about how to
thoughtfully transition the financial
responsibility to their shoulders over
time. As a starting point, consider

the difference between funding a key
milestone — such as college tuition

or a car that’s necessary for their
employment — and funding ongoing
daily lifestyle expenses or wishes, like
concert tickets or meals out. Some
parents desire to cover all expenses
while a child is in college so they can
focus on their education. If you share
this viewpoint, set any boundaries and
decide an end date of when they will be
fully responsible for their own expenses
— perhaps at graduation or when they
land a full-time job.

Set boundaries for future milestones.
Once expectations are established for the
financial responsibilities in your child’s
next phase of life, have a conversation
with your spouse or partner about

how you'll handle future milestones,
such as a wedding or home purchase.
Giving money to adult children can be

a sensitive subject, and it’s an important
one to be on the same page about. If
you and your partner have work to

do to align your viewpoints you're not
alone: recent research from Ameriprise
Financial found that 72 percent of
couples support adult family members
financially, yet 14 percent of couples
disagree on how much financial support
to give. Have open dialogue about how
much monetary support is important
to you to provide and consider putting
a financial plan in place to guide future
decisions.

Chris Thompson, CFP °, CMFA °,

CRPC ©is a Private Wealth Advisor and
Managing Director with Ameriprise
Financial Services, LLC. in Ponte Vedra
Beach. He specializes in fee-based financial
planning and asset management strategies
and has been in practice for 32 years. 1o
contact him, email chris.thompson@ampf-
com; visit Wwwi. amerz'rpsmdvz’sors. com/

chris.thompson or call (904) 380-2290.

Ameriprise Financial, Inc. and its affiliates
do not offer tax or legal advice. Consumers
should consult with their tax advisor or
attorney regarding their specific situation.

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise %

Financial

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

| Chris Thompson

CFP ©®, CMFA ©, CRPC ©

Managing Director — Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner

Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

904.380.2290

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

6-Month 4 ° 5 0 O are Mitch right

Financial Advisor
12-Month 4 ° 2 5 O l |
18-Month 4 ° 1 O O arYe

Call or visit your local financial advisor today

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 8/14/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured
up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each
account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject
to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of
CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover
losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the
distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and
thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC)

Heather Wright

Financial Advisor
605 Sr 13n Ste 101

Fruit Cove, FL 32259
904-230-3385

FDI-1867M-A AECSPAD 20485389

oo StateFarm'

Jim Register
Agent

12058 San Jose Blvd Ste 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223-8669

Bus: 904-268-5522
jim@jimregister.com
www.jimregister.com

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Always a call
or click away

Call, click or stop by today

Eddie Creamer
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Q: Can you give some background
information on Amendment 52

A: Amendment 5 will be on Florida
voters' ballots in November. Since this
pertains to homestead exemption, which
is constitutional, it must be voted on

by citizens and requires 66.66 percent
approval to pass. This amendment

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser

proposes an annual inflation adjustment
to the homestead exemption. As
background, in the last eight years, our
county has seen a 145 percent increase
in property tax dollars collected, due to
taxable value increases. This translates

to higher property taxes for everyone.
Amendment 5 could provide some relief
if your property is homesteaded.

Q: How does it work?

A: Right now, the homestead exemption
is $25,000 applicable to all levies, and
an additional $25,000 applicable to all
non-school levies. Most homesteads

in St. Johns County receive the full
$50,000 exemption.

If Amendment 5 passes, homeowners
will continue to have both of the above
bands of exemption, but the second
$25,000 band would be increased

each year based on changes in the CPI
(Consumer Price Index). So, if the

CPI went up 5 percent, so would the
exemption increase 5 percent. It would
compound each year and the exemption
amount will only increase, not decrease.

Q: What is the best way for our

readers to contact you?

A: Our ofhice is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500.

It is open Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m.
— 5 p.m. Also, readers can email me at
Eddie@sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-
5500.
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St. Johns County school district

continues to grow

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The student count for the St. Johns
County School District the first day of
school, Aug. 12, was 47,438, an increase
of 1,943 students or 4.27 percent over
last year’s first day number of 45,495.

St. Johns County continues to be one of
the fastest growing school districts in the
state.

The high school student count was
16,169 with 2,119 students at Bartram
Trail High School, 2,076 at Beachside
High School, 2,434 at Creekside High
School, 1,362 at Pedro Menendez High
School, 2,098 at Allen D. Nease High
School, 1,842 at Ponte Vedra High
School, 1,560 at St. Augustine High
School and 2514 at Tocoi Creek High
School. There were also 164 students in
attendance at St. Johns Technical High
School.

Middle school attendance totaled 6,843,
with student headcounts ranging from
652 at Sebastian Middle School to
1,417 at Pacetti Bay Middle School.
The other first day totals were Alice

B. Landrum Middle School with 906,

Fruit Cove Middle School with 1,120,
R. J. Murray Middle School with 678,
Gamble Rogers Middle School with
819, and Switzerland Point Middle
School with 1,251.

The district’s K-8 schools totaled 13,017.
Liberty Pines Academy had a first day
headcount of 1,614, Patriot Oaks Acad-
emy with 1,356, Valley Ridge Academy
with 1,095, Freedom Crossing Academy
with 1,799, Palm Valley Academy with
1,324, Mill Creek Academy with 1,816,
Pine Island Academy with 1,806, Trout
Creek Academy with 1,049 and Lakeside
Academy with 1,158.

The elementary school population
totaled 11,081. This count only includes
approximately 25 percent of all kinder-
garten students since schools stagger the
kindergarten start date over a four-day
period. Another 328 students attended
the district’s alternative and charter
schools.

St. Johns County School District staff
will continue to monitor attendance
numbers, balance classrooms, and refine
bus routes in the coming weeks.

Got a Great
Local News Story?

Tell us about it today! ===
Email us today! editor@floridanewsline.com

Al About,

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Your Local Dance Experts

Call today to schedule your
FREE

30 Minute
Lesson!

e

* Adults-Teens-Kids
e Beginner to Advanced
e Private and Group lessons

O Ask About our
\ & (d Wedding Packages

Venue Rental e
Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events &- X
200 person capacity - 4,000 Sq ft {

Visit our online Calendar and e
Class Schedule at
www.AABDance.com

Feeling like you belong
is easier when you
have good Friends.

The Beginning

* Something Big

We know that when children feel a sense of
belongingness, they develop confidence and a
sense of self as well as make better academic

progress. That's why at Primrose School of

Julington Creek, we use the Primrose Friends

puppets, music, literature and more to help

every child feel like they belong.

Now enrolling for all classrooms.
Space is limited!

Primrose School of Julington Creek
480 State Road 13 N, Jacksonville, FL 32259
(904) 230-2828
PrimroseJulingtonCreek.com

Primrose School at St. Johns Forest
180 Gateway Circle, Jacksonville, FL 32259
(904) 824-1100
Primrosestjohnsforest.com
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Add braces to back to school list

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Back to school means cooler weather,
school supplies, a new outfit — and
braces. If you missed your window

to have your child begin orthodontic
treatment this summer, do not worry.
At Smiles by Dr. Craig Hadgis Ortho-
dontist, they work to make sure that
braces are not just another bump in
the adolescent road.

“We have invested in the latest tech-
nology to offer high quality options, a
comfortable experience, and precise re-
sults for our patients,” said Dr. Hadgis.
“We have several types of braces as well
as Invisalign clear aligning trays that
can be used for every age.”

Some of the back-to-school fun with
the more traditional metal braces is
choosing the colored ties that hold the
wire on the brackets. Students like to
use their school colors for the athletic
games, black and orange are scary at
Halloween, and red and green for the

holidays.

Popular with the teens are Invisalign’s

clear aligning trays. The aligners can
be removed to eat and brush so there
are very few food restrictions, and they
are nearly invisible, so Homecoming
photos are not impacted. If braces are
a better choice for your teen, the clear
brackets are very small and discreet.

Dr. Hadgis said his office is frequently
asked, “Can I still play sports with
braces?” and the answer is yes.

“We have special mouthguards for
sports that fit over the braces and allow
the teeth to change position over the
course of the season, so playing sports
is not a problem and we just include
those with treatment,” Dr. Hadgis
said. “We also include a hygiene kit
that fits into a backpack so it’s easy to
keep the braces clean at school. Our
Invisalign patients receive cases for
their trays, so they stay safe during
lunch and don’t get thrown out with
the napkin or eaten by the dog.

Back to school while improving your
child’s smile sounds like the perfect
match. Visit www.smilesbyghortho.
com for more information.

Did you know?

Archived issues of The CreekLine

may be found online!
Visit www.floridanewsline.com
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First day of school cont. from pg. 1 .

Patriot Oaks Academy teach- |
ers and staff intentionally ﬂ
build relationships with each ﬂgﬂﬂ

child. The first day, Chiodo

said they greeted each student
with a handshake.

“Also on the first day during
lunch, we taught the entire
elementary school some basic
American Sign Language
signs, such as ‘help,” fork,’
and ‘restroom’ so that all stu-
dents can communicate with
our Access Classroom students
(children with intellectual disabilities
who are often non-verbal) since every-
one eats lunch together,” he said.

Freedom Crossing Academy has a new
principal, Melissa Lime, and a current
enrollment of 1,969 students. Lime
helped to open Freedom Crossing in
2018 and has previously served as vice
principal.

“The first day of school at Freedom
Crossing Academy is always a celebra-
tion,” Lime said. “Students were greeted
with music in the hallways and teachers
standing at the doors ready to welcome
new faces into the building.”

Lime said the staff spent the week prior
to student arrival making collective
commitments to each other and the
students in order to model instructional
practices based on the school’s popula-
tion’s needs.

“Each classroom will continue to build
a ‘Social Contract’ during the first two
weeks of school, which is a collective

commitment to each other about how

P
7

4

SOME KIDS ARE BETTER AT SPORTS THAN 'YOU.

MARTER THAN YOU.

SOME mns sz S
soMe kins ARE M E ARTISTIC T1HAN YOU.

Photo courtesy La ’hI
More Freedom Crossing Academy students on the first day.
we want to be treated and how others
want to be treated by us,” Lime said.

Freedom Crossing continues to model
excellence in the area of Positive Inter-
vention and Behavioral Supports, as it
earned Gold Status as a FLPBIS Model
School. Additionally, the school is a
Capturing Kids Hearts National Show-
case School, one of only two schools in
Florida with this highest designation.

Timberlin Creek Elementary, whose
population was cut in half to about 635
students due to the opening of Trout
Creek Academy, also reported a smooth
opening day.

“Lots of smiling faces all over campus,”
said Principal Linda Edel.

New this year at Timberlin Creek El-
ementary is the Drums Alive curriculum
for students. According to music teacher
Michelle Chapman, Drums Alive
combines the benefits of a traditional
physical fitness program with the brain-
affected benefits of music and rhythm
that fosters a healthy balance physically,
mentally, emotionally and socially.

Smiles by

DR CRAIG HADGIS

ORTHODONTIST

Dr. Craig Hadgis
Board Certified Orthodontist

Voted Best
Orthodontist
St Augustine

Free Initial Visit

904.79.SMILE (797.6453)

TWO
STATE-OF-THE-ART
LOCATIONS

ST JOHNS
ST AUGUSTINE

oooo "")
COLORS

JOHNI

290

www.DrCraigOrtho.com
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A refresher course in school bus safety

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The dawn of a new school year is a
time marked by change and fresh op-
portunities. For many children, school
marks the first time they are away from
their parents for an extended period

of time. It also may be the first time
they ride in a vehicle other than their
parents’ cars.

Each school day, 25 million children
ride a bus to school in the United
States. A school bus is among the saf-
est modes of transport and one of the
most regulated vehicles on the road,
according to the National Highway
Traflic Safety Administration.

Riding a school bus can be a novel
experience no matter a student’s age or
grade. Kindergarteners may be intro-
duced to the school bus on their first
day of school, while older students are
no doubt familiar with life inside a
school bus. But all students and fami-
lies can benefit from a refresher course
on school bus procedures to ensure
this school year begins on safe footing.

* Be a smart pedestrian. Riding the
school bus is very safe, but injuries can
occur walking to and from the bus
stop. Watch for cars backing out of
driveways and always look both ways

multiple times before crossing streets.

* Remember school bus laws. Most ar-
eas of the country have specific school
bus laws that include stopping when
red lights are flashing on the school
bus. Cars must stop whether they’re
behind the school bus, next to it or on
the opposite side of the street facing
the bus. Stopping allows passengers to
enter or exit the bus safely.

* Stand away from the curb. The Na-
tional Safety Council advises keeping
six feet, or three giant steps, away from
the curb while waiting for the bus.
Young children should be carefully
supervised.

* Be visible. Always cross in front of
the bus, making eye contact with the
driver so that he or she knows your
intentions before crossing. If you drop
something, do not bend down to pick
it up. Tell the driver instead.

* Remain seated. Find a seat promptly
and remain seated for the duration of
the ride. Do not stand up and proceed
down the center aisle until the bus has

stopped.

* Minimize distractions. Always speak
softly and behave so that you do not
distract the driver.

\
Future Focus

Launching into the Future.

At The Bolles School, the future is an early focus so students can develop the life skills of compassion,
courage and integrity as a foundation of their character. Combined with a world-class education, students
build relationships, experience different cultures and make friends for life.

Here, we honor traditions while looking forward to all the future holds.

Explore what Bolles has to offer by visiting www.Bolles.org or calling us at (904) 256-5030.

iitif BOLLES

WwBOLLES

Photos courtesy The Boles School

Wednesday, Aug. 14 was the first day of school at The Bolles School and students
came back to all four campuses ready to take on the 2024 — 25 school year.

Bolles.org

ALL THINGS POSSIBLE

Pre-K through Grade 12
Day & Boarding School
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Understanding the impact of social media on adolescent mental health

By Jamie Mericle, LMHC
mail@floridanewsline.com

Our nation is grappling with a mental

health crisis that has hit our youth es-

pecially hard, and social media is a ma-
jor factor in this struggle. While these
platforms connect young people, they
also expose them to harmful content,
cyberbullying and unrealistic standards,

SHERIFF ROBERT A. HARDWICK
EIGHTEEN APPS PARENTS
SHOULD KNOW ABOUT

LIVE.ME IS A LIVE-STREAMING VIDEO
APP THAT USES GEOLOCATION TO
SHARE VIDEOS SO USERS CAN FIND
OUT A BROADCASTER'S EXACT
LOCATION. USERS CAN EARN
"COINS" AS A WAY TO "PAY" MINORS
FOR PHOTO.

CALCULATOR% IS ONLY ONE OF
SEVERAL SECRET APPS USED TO
HIDEPHOTOS, VIDEOS, FILES,
ANDBROWSER HISTORY.

HOLLA IS A SELF
PROCLAIMED"ADDICTING" VIDEO
CHAT APP THAT ALLOWS USERS TO
MEET PEOPLE ALL OVER THE WORLD
IN JUST SECONDS. REVIEWERS SAY
THEY HAVE BEEN CONFRONTED WITH
RACIAL SLURS, EXPLICIT CONTENT,
AND MORE.

DISCORD IS AN APP THAT ALLOWS
USERS TO TALK TO FRIENDS AND
STRANGERS IN REAL-TIME VIA
VOICE, TEXT, OR VIDEO CHAT WHILE
PLAYING VIDEO GAMES. REVIEWERS
SAY THEY HAVE BEEN CONFRONTED
WITH RACIAL SLURS, EXPLICIT
CONTENT, AND MORE.

ASK.FM IS KNOWN FOR CYBER
BULLYING. THE APP ENCOURAGES
USERS TO ALLOW ANONYMOUS
PEOPLE TO ASK THEM QUESTIONS.

ROBLOX IS AN ONLINE GAMING
PLATFORM WITH A CHAT FUNCTION.
UNDERAGE USERS HAVE HAD ISSUES

WITH SOLICITATION FROM SEXUAL
PREDATORS.

WHATSAPP IS A POPULAR
MESSAGING APP THAT ALLOWS
USERS TO SEND TEXTS, PHOTOS,

VOICEMAIL, MAKE CALLS, AND
VIDEO CHATS WORLDWIDE.
WHATSAPP USES AN INTERNET
CONNECTION ON SMARTPHONES
AND COMPUTERS.

KIK ALLOWS ANYONE TO CONTACT
AND DIRECT MESSAGE YOUR CHILD.
KIDS CAN BYPASS TRADITIONAL TEXT
MESSAGING FEATURES. KIK GIVES
USERS UNLIMITED ACCESS TO
ANYONE, ANYWHERE, ANYTIME.

WHISPER IS AN ANONYMOUS
SOCIAL NETWORK THAT PROMOTES
SHARING SECRETS WITH
STRANGERS. IT ALSO REVEALS A
USER'S LOCATION SO PEOPLE CAN
MEET UP.

FOLLOW SJSO ON
SOCIAL MEDIA!

— =

—

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates)
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

BUMBLE IS SIMILAR TO THE POPULAR
DATING APP "TINDER" HOWEVER, IT
REQUIRES WOMEN TO MAKE THE
FIRST CONTACT. KIDS HAVE BEEN
KNOWN TO USE BUMBLE TO CREATE
FAKE ACCOUNTS AND FALSIFY THEIR
AGE.

BADOO IS A DATING AND SOCIAL
NETWORKING APP WHERE USERS
CAN CHAT, SHARE PHOTOS, AND
VIDEOS AND CONNECT BASED ON
LOCATION. WHILE THE APP IS
INTENDED FOR ADULTS ONLY, TEENS
ARE KNOWN TO CREATE PROFILES.

GRINDR IS A DATING APP GEARED
TOWARDS LGBTQ+ PEOPLE. THE APP
GIVES USERS OPTIONS TO CHAT,
SHARE PHOTOS, AND MEET UP
BASED ON A SMART PHONE'S GPS
LOCATION.

SKOUT IS A LOCATION-BASED
DATING APP AND WEBSITE. WHILE
USERS UNDER 17 YEARS OLD ARE
UNABLE TO SHARE PRIVATE PHOTOS,
KIDS CAN EASILY CREATE AN
ACCOUNT USING A DIFFERENT AGE.

SNAPCHAT IS ONE OF THE MOST
POPULAR APPS IN RECENT YEARS. WHILE
THE APP PROMISES USERS CAN TAKE A
PHOTO/VIDEO AND IT WILL DISAPPEAR,
NEW FEATURES INCLUDING "STORIES"
ALLOWS USERS TO VIEW CONTENT FOR
UP TO 24 HOURS. SNAPCHAT ALSO
ALLOWS USERS TO SEE YOUR LOCATION.

HOT OR NOT ENCOURAGES USERS
TO RATE YOUR PROFILE, CHECK OUT
PEOPLE IN THEIR AREA, AND CHAT
WITH STRANGERS. THE GOAL OF
THIS APP IS TO HOOK UP.

OMEGLE IS AN ONLINE CHAT SITE
WHERE REGISTRATION IS NOT
REQUIRED. USERS ARE ABLE TO CHAT
ANONYMOUSLY VIA VIDEO, PRIVATE
CHATS, OR GROUP CHATS. CHILD
PORNOGRAPHY HAS BEEN AN ISSUE
ON THIS SITE.

MEETME IS A DATING SOCIAL MEDIA
APP THATALLOWS USERS TO
CONNECT WITH PEOPLEBASED ON
GEOGRAPHIC PROXIMITY. AS
THEAPP'S NAME SUGGESTS, USERS
AREENCOURAGED TO MEET EACH
OTHER INPERSON.

TIKTOK IS A MOBILE DEVICE APP
POPULAR WITH KIDS USED FOR
CREATING AND SHARING SHORT
VIDEOS. WITH VERY LIMITED PRIVACY
CONTROLS, USERS ARE VERY
VULNERABLE TO CYBER BULLYING
AND EXPLICIT CONTENT.

TikTok

f X . e

increasing the risk of negative psycho-
logical effects and contributing to a
troubling rise in youth suicide rates.

Studies from the Journal of the
American Medical Association and the
National Institute of Health underscore
the seriousness of this issue. And last
year, the U.S. Surgeon General issued
an advisory highlighting the dangers
of social media, particularly during
adolescence, a critical period of brain
development. That advisory revealed
social media may contribute to body
dissatisfaction, which can lead to dis-
ordered eating behaviors. When asked
about the impact of social media on
their body image, 46 percent of ado-
lescents aged 13 — 17 said social media
makes them feel worse, according to
the Surgeon General.

Moreover, researchers found that

64 percent of adolescents are often

or sometimes exposed to hate-based
content. When a child, who is still
impressionable, repeatedly sees hateful
behavior they get used to it. Over time,
this can affect their ability to empathize
with others.

These are just a few of the dangers. Cy-
berbullying can lead to severe emotion-
al distress and depression, while preda-
tory behavior from strangers poses
safety risks and exploitation. Constant
comparison with others online can also
foster a sense of inadequacy.

Yet as technology use in our society
continues to grow, we cannot simply
ignore its presence or ban our children
from using it. Social media also offers
valuable opportunities for connection,
self-expression and learning. It comes
down to us, as parents and caregivers,

to guide children toward responsible
online behavior.

This involves teaching kids about ap-
propriate social media conversations
and reinforcing the “stranger danger”
rule. It’s also important to remind kids
that not all harm comes from strang-
ers; classmates and friends can be just
as damaging through cyberbullying.
Parents should also encourage open
communication, so children feel safe
coming to you if they’re being targeted.

Finally, establish tech-free zones at
home to protect sleep and encour-
age in-person relationships. Limiting
screen time, especially at night, can
help prevent social media overuse.

Whether you fall on the pro or con side
of social media platforms, they’re here
to stay. The best way to balance their
benefits and risks is by staying involved
in our children’s online experiences,
especially as the platforms continue to
evolve.

Resources can be found online on vari-
ous websites such as the Organization
for Social Media Safety and National
Cyber Security Alliance. If your child’s
social media use leads to more serious
mental health concerns, seek support
from a mental health professional for

help.

Jaime Mericle is a licensed mental
health counselor and the vice president
of clinical services at Daniel, Florida’s
oldest child-service agency. Daniel
helps children with serious emotional/
behavioral issues through its residential
services program and offers a variety
of other programs to kids and families
in crisis. Visit danielkids.org for more
information.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com

Sy

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer

" NemeltzDental Associates

SPECIALTY

t4’:1’r Pediatric Dentistry
T3 Family Dentistry
# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

DENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY

Pedcrt e, DanristPys Adult Dantistry « Pafiodontics « Prasthodonties

Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q AdultDentistry: (904) 886-4867 & www.nemetzdental.com
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Marilyn Feldstein has always wanted to
help people. At first, after graduating
from the University of South

Florida with a degree in sociology

and American studies, she became

a social worker. Then, after moving

to Pennsylvania so her husband

could earn his PhD, she worked in
banking to help pay the bills, but still
she wanted a career that felt more
meaningful to her. Realizing there was
no future in this job, she decided to go
back to school and earned her master’s
degree in public administration from
Penn State. “I thought perhaps I'd go
into human resources,” she said. “I
really needed a career coach, but there
wasn't one.” Ultimately, she landed

a job back in Jacksonville (Marilyn

was born and raised on Jacksonville’s
Westside) with AT&T American
Transtech, which had just opened its
headquarters in the city. Finally in
2000, she realized what she truly loved
was helping people find their strengths
and repackage them to find a career
they loved. She became what she herself
needed years previously: a career coach.

Q: How did you meet your husband?

A: I was living in Jacksonville and
Charles was teaching at what was
Florida Junior College at the time (now
Florida State College at Jacksonville).
We were basically set up on a blind date
by a friend of his who recommended
that his sister could date my brother
and he could date me. So that’s what
happened. We went to a disco on a

double date. Charles and I just hit it

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

= WILLIE'S OLD SCHOOL RULES OF BEQ — ‘

EVERY MEAL

travel - pantry raiders -
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gardening

fishing - entertainment - puzzles

Photo courtesy Marilyn Feldstein

Marilyn Feldstein

off, but his sister and my brother did
not. We dated for 13 months until he
accepted a position in North Carolina
and we were married before he left so I
could accompany him.

Q: How did you end up “back” in
Jacksonville?

A: After we lived in North Carolina
for a couple years, we moved to
Pennsylvania because Charles wanted
to get his PhD at Penn State University.
We were there for about six years and
you know, it gets really cold in Central
Pennsylvania — sometimes we had

25 feet of snow and wind chills below
zero. I'm a Floridian! We decided to
move south, but never in a million
years thought we would move back to
Jacksonville. While visiting my parents
(who still lived here) I did something
really smart that I didn’t know was
smart at the time. I had reached out

to AT&T American Transtech about a
job and never heard back from them.
So while we were visiting my parents,
I called them directly and ended up
interviewing with them three of the
five days of our visit. They called a few
days later and offered me a job and
then Charles had the major decision

eonted with e deete ¢ "BI

J SOUTHERN Hl]SPlT

SMOKED FOR HOURS

SERVED IN MINUTES

LITY.

WILLIE
.]EWELLS

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

of giving up his current job
without another lined up.

Q: What did you learn
working at AT&T American

Transtech?

A: I worked there for 13 years
and had lots of opportunities
to learn new skills while I

was there. I worked on many
different teams and went
through four downsizings. For
each one, I tried to help my
employees prepare for a new
job, with my goal being for them to all
find jobs before I left — which I did. It

was a precursor to what I do today.
Q: What is your specialty?

A: T'm a certified Job and Career
Transition Coach. I hear from people
all the time, “I know what I don’t like,
but I don’t know what I do like.” So my
job is to help them find what they really
love. I start with career assessment tools
and pull information from them about
their passions. I help my clients write
their resume to reflect this rather than
just a historical representation of what
they’ve done. I help them to highlight
the accomplishments that support their
skills and interest going forward and
then I help them with networking and
interviewing. My goal is for my clients
to get the position if they interview

— and then I help them negotiate the
offer. My reward is when my client gets

the job.
Q: What are your hobbies?

A: I love butterflies and hummingbirds
and have a big garden for them in my
yard. I exercise every day and read to
keep my mind sharp. I also love to
make up songs, including a fight song
for the Jacksonville Jaguars that I made
up in 1994!

Q&A with John Rundgren cont. from pg. 5

A. Public Safety was the largest
expenditure in 2023, followed by
Transportation, General Government,
and Culture and Recreation.

Q. The section about Investments
shows we are earning significant
returns in the last fiscal year. What
does this mean?

A. St. Johns County made more than
$30 million from investments in FY
2023. The county’s top priority is
investment safety, liquidity, and return
on investment. By carefully managing
daily cash and investing in options
like Florida Prime SBA (State Board
Administration), the county earned
interest. This interest income supports
various government and enterprise
funds, and St. Johns County’s strong
financial health is reflected in its
excellent bond rating,.

Q. What is the Clerk and
Comptroller’s role in managing
county government finances?

A. Our office functions as the county’s
accountant, internal auditor, and
custodian of funds. We manage St.
Johns County’s investments, oversee
payroll, handle bill payments, and
prepare both the ACFR and PAFR.

Q. How can residents review the
PAFR?

A. To review the PAFR, visit our
website at stjohnsclerk.com/PAFR. If
you have any questions or would like
to request a speaking engagement from
the Clerk’s Office leadership team,

call (904) 819-3601 or email clerk@

stjohnsclerk.com.

Let us know what
you would
like to read in
The CreekLine!
editor@

floridanewsline.com

S$5.00 off

any purchase of $25 or more

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH, UBER EATS, AND GRUB HUB!

Seniors Happy Hour Mon - Fri - 4pm - 6pm
15% discount for seniors age 60 & over. Dine-in only

View our full menu and order online!

www.Williedewells.com ¢ (904) 342-3373

105 Murabella Parkway, St. Augustine FL 32092
(next to the Publix at the corner of SR-16 and Pacetti Road.)
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CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Unequaled 38. Thyrotrophic hormone 1. Barrels per day (abbr.) 29. Divinatory
5. i (sl.ang) . 41. Absolute 2. Body parts 34. Explosive
8. Synthetic resin 43. Untimely 3. Invests in little enterprises 35. Follows sigma
11. Chadic language Bura- 45. Area or neighborhood 4. Rock legend Turner 36. Sea eagle
13. Influential come Election Day 47. Juicy fruit 5. Dug into 37. Type of bread
14. Bucket . 49. Expresses distaste, disapprove 6. Laughed 39. Bit used with a set of reins
15. European river 50. S. American rodents 7. Northern European nation 40. Time away from work
16. Earn a perfect score 55. Swedish rock group 8. San Diego ballplayer 41. Parts per thousand (abbr.)
17. Horizontal passage 56. Influential American presiden 9. Eight 42. Lots on your plate (abbr.)
18. Barely sufficient 57. Volume 10. Substitutes (abbr.) 44. Actor Brosnan
20. Dekaliter 59. Begged 12. Moved swiftly on foot 45, It’s part of packaging
21. Goo Goo Dolls hit 60. Resinlike substance secreted 14. Compensated 46. Towards the oral region
22. Australian city by certain lac insects 19. Volcano in the Philippines 47. Public Theater creator Joseph
25. Female servants 61. Spiritual leader of a Jewish 23. Speak ill of 48. Ancient Syrian city
30. Plumbing ﬁ‘xtures congregation 24. One who publishes 51. Swiss river
31. Tooth caregiver 62. Good friend 25. Expression of bafflement 52. Mollusk
32. Book of Esther antagonist 63. Body part 26. Macaws 53. A French abbot
33. Say aloud 64. Tableland 27. Matchstick game 54. Hoagies
28. We all have our own 58. Not present (slang)

FELINEFUN \WORD EARCH
WORDS

R UAMNATITWPY G E B W J G HY UM ABYSSINIAN
E DA UANWUWPUNIXITLXTCE S EMA ATIS

AMERICAN BOBTAIL
GMMNUWPILU CTFOE J I CV KYE O J U
Y A E CL DTURIKTISUHA ANTGU ORASS AM%RA(SQESEURL Solve the code to discover words related to cats.
0 I R H WM KA AMWMWTA AR RTIGTUDGBKE X BIRMAN Each numbe{;z;ﬁip—og)ds to a letter.
T NI KTFIKXNEWIBUOMSBAYYSTLV CE‘K;”TBR’;LX T
VECIAUHWUGAETRIBTIRMANTIT DEVON REX
C CANXRUETIU OGO OGHADWNTPY EGYPTIAN MAU A. 21 14 16 12
L ONUTIULSHA AT CHARTR RIEUXTIW JAPANESE BOBTAIL
0O 0 C WS ETETUBTNIU RSTIGBTETRTIANTEGF M’\ﬁbl\'l\lECC'_'OKﬁ\lN Clue: Sound a cat makes
X NUONSTC CIKTFNTITFTFUMAGATR RTF NORWEGIAN FOREST
BYRTIUPRUDTILUGOTFHSTITTU OTGCSIKV PERSIAN B. 6 22 19 19
C I L HDJ GN IRUPEI DI RH HAUSYO0A RAGAMUFFIN . L .
AAYTARRYTEVRAWST DMUWTWO RUSSIAN BLUE Clue: Cat's vibration
B NURABYSSINTIANUUHTPIHTEBI SIAMESE
XY I YFWSATMGXTEI RNUOVETDL SIBERIAN C. 12 26 23 2 11 14 19 2
Y T NI SLTIATWBU O BESENAWUPA A SPHYNX Clue: Sensory hairs
T O0OI F I OYMPET RS STIANTFUBTILUF TURKEYSEE oRA : Y
K F R E UL BN NA ATISSUWRNILIKISGTIIL
M T LIATH BTG OTBUNA AT CTITR RTEWMAMEPX D. 6 16 22 7 5 14
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

Clue: Jump on suddenly

The Helpful Handyman

35+ Years Experience
Free Estimates

* Interior remodeling
*Tile install/repair
*Door/hardware install
*Wood rot repair
* And more!
Jan Lindahl 904-705-2382
www.TheHelpfulHandymanjan.com

Licensed and Insured

SN I P ’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch

Community Marketplace

Call (904) 886-4919

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION

*Luxury vinyl flooring
- Interior/exterior painting
*Kitchen/bath remodels

* Custom carpentry
*Drywall install/repair

Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed pursuant to the Fictitious Name
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes,
will register with the Division of Cor-
porations, Department of State, State of
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the
fictitious name:

for advertising rates

First Coast Ballet Conservatory

x K St Johns,Co%
« X Concrete Service,LL:CY

Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in
business at address that the (party) (par-
ties) interested in said business enterprise
is as follows:

*K

Professwnal Rellable°Quallty Commercial * Res1dent1al First Coast Ballet Conservatory

"Specmllzmg in'Homeowner Improvements Lynnette McCallister
% P Dnvewavs Patios T Side walks ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 30 Years Exp. 107 Nature Walk Parkway

LICENSED BONDED ° FULLY{INSURED*
FREE'ESTIMATES

Saint Augustine, Fl 32092
St Johns county

FL-5456A — LICENSED & INSURED
(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

= Calllus'for your concrete needs'y

eaton Movers LLC

Robbie Heaton
904-705-6133

Moving and Delivering
Cleanouts and Removals
Packing and Unpacking
Handyman Services

H;,# RE;W

SERV'CE
L. =¥,

PROOF IS |N THE WORK

i~ ASE"N@
) GNCHETE 2
" WORKS

Driveways +Walkways
Pavers Concrete Removal
+Patios +Driveway Extension

4 EXTERIOR CLEANING
4 EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION
4 HOT WASH & SOFT WASH

4 ROOF CLEANING
4 POOL ENCLOSURES
4 DOCKS & WALKWAY

904-622-3000

www.powwashjax.com

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of

the homeowner since 2002 and Insured

Veteran Owned
pe

Here when you need us. CALL US TODAY:

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919




Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

Dental insurance
from Physicians
Mutual Insurance
Company. Cov-
erage for 400+
procedures. Real
dental insurance -
not just a discount
plan. Get your
free Information
Kit with details!
1-855-526-1060
www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users!
Discover oxygen
therapy that moves
with you with Ino-
gen Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrators.
Free information
kit. 1-866-477-9045

VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00. 100%
guaranteed. 24/7
CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Habla-
mos Espaifol

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner?
Got Storm Dam-
age? You need a
local expert pro-
vider that proudly
stands behind
their work. Fast,
free estimate. Fi-
nancing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage
cleanup: A small
amount of water
can cause major
damage to your
home. Our trusted
professionals dry
out wet areas & re-
pair to protect your
family & your home
value! Call 24/7:
1-888-872-2809.
Have zip code!

Professional lawn
service: Fertiliza-
tion, weed control,
seeding, aeration
& mosquito con-
trol. Call now for
a free quote. Ask
about our first ap-
plication special!
1-833-606-6777

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-

Job Finder September:

Experienced driver needed to handle towing and parking a trailer as
needed for events. Must have Florida driver's license (CDL preferred),
insurance, clean driving record. Truck is provided; earn $150 per event.
Contact Susan at Prevention Coalition of St. Johns County at (904) 466-
0065 or susanjpact@gmail.com.

ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator.
It's a power move.

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase.10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

Bath & shower up-
dates in as little
as 1 day! Afford-
able prices - No
payments for 18
months! Lifetime
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Se-
nior & military dis-
counts available.
1-877-543-9189

Become a pub-
lished author. We
want to read your

book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted
since 1920. Con-
sultation, produc-
tion, promotion &
distribution. Call
for free author's
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-
in tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-
the-line installa-
tion and service.
Now featuring our
free shower pack-
age & $1600 off
- limited time! Fi-
nancing available.
1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in
timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in
2019. Get free info
package & learn

how to get rid of
your timeshare!
Free consulta-
tions. Over 450
positive reviews.
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most
local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max includ-
ed for 3 mos (w/
Choice Package or
higher.) No con-
tract or hidden
fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS
1-866-859-0405

Replace your roof
w/the best looking
& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
3 styles & multi-
ple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Of-
fer up to 50% off
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Make the smart and ONLY CHOICE
when tackling your roof!

LIMITED
TIME
OFFER!

SAVE!

UPTO

50%
OFF

INSTALLATION

FREE ESTIMATE
- 1.833.370.1234

-+ Call today and receive a

- FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

| SAFENISTER

WwWaAaLK-IN TuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofia new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchas;. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
oﬁer?ﬁme of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

Sp,
50/4 /i O
]

install + Addition-
al 10% off install
(military, health &
Ist responders.)
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath
or shower in as
little as one day.
For a limited time,
waving ALL instal-
lation costs! (Addi-
tional terms apply.
Subject to change
and vary by dealer.)
Call 1-844-501-3208

Don't let the
stairs limit your
mobility! Discover
the ideal solution
for anyone who
struggles on the
stairs, is concerned
about a fall or
wants to regain
access to their
entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins
take less than 60
seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your

family, your home,
your assets now
for as little as 70¢/
day!1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp
America's premier
mobile medical
alert system.,
Whether you're
home or away. For
safety & peace of
mind. No long term
contracts! Free
brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

I just had to think pretty hard about
whether I was writing this report for
August or September. That’s where this
year and fishing has me right now. It
seemed like everything was at least a
month late this year and then some-
how it all was a month early. At least
some things were. For instance, the
mullet run. September is usually the
prime month for that, but when Hur-
ricane Debby rolled through in August
a deluge of mullet poured out of the
inlets and for a few days it was amaz-
ing. The mullet were so small I think
even they were surprised they didn’t
get an extra month to grow.

So, if you haven’t gotten to the beach
yet to enjoy the run, I'd get out there.
I don’t expect it to last an extra month
just because it started so early. All

you need is a bucket with a small cast
net and one rod. It’s not necessarily
about catching a ton of fish, but being
present for the spectacles that happen
somewhere along the coast every day.
We usually see a small mullet run in
the river as well, but that’s here one
day and gone the next unfortunately.

Jimmy's Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

Keep an eye out though.

The rain from Hurricane Debby didn’t
seem to do much to the shrimp, so
they should be mostly bigger than bait
size now if you're thinking of trying for
some. The smaller ones are still great
bait so you can trade them in for some
nice fish still. Redfish, lounder, and a
surprising number of drum have been
under the docks lately. I'd expect even
more could be around the bridges with
the stripers. Jacks are schooling all over
and ready to hit just about anything.
I¢’s still very hot out, so early and late
can make it a little more comfortable
for yourself.

I also want to mention bass fishing
since they are probably my favorite
fish to catch with live shrimp. Look
for places with flowing freshwater like
creck mouths and culverts. Water will
be slightly cooler and possibly full of
food, so bass tend to congregate there.
If you can time it for after a large rain-
storm when flows might be higher that
can be ideal. It’s worth poking around

a bit. Believe me. Tight lines.

Send us your community news!

editor@floridanewsline.com

Briefs

Suppers for Seniors to provide hunger
relief among older adults

Thousands of local older adults are
currently on waiting lists to receive
home-delivered meals. Each day
they’re forced to make tough decisions
between buying medicine or grocer-
ies — and the problem is getting
worse. Nonprofit ElderSource re-
cently launched its Suppers for Seniors
campaign, working to raise $50,000
that will be matched by Delores Barr
Weaver Legacy Funds to help move
low-income people off the waitlist for
desperately needed food assistance.

“More than 5,000 low-income older
adults in our area need food assis-
tance,” said Linda Levin, CEO of
ElderSource. “As the Area Agency on
Aging for Northeast Florida, Elder-
Source has always focused on con-
nections, linking older adults and
caregivers with resources that enhance
their lives. We have a rare opportu-
nity to make a big impact with this
campaign.”

Funds raised through the campaign
will help ElderSource provide home-
delivered meals to local seniors in
need through programs like Meals-
on-Wheels. To meet the acute need
— and in honor of ElderSource’s 50
th anniversary of service — Delores
Barr Weaver Legacy Funds offered a
one-time matching challenge grant

of $50,000. Because of this challenge
grant, every donation made to Sup-
pers for Seniors will be matched up to
$50,000. That means ElderSource has
the opportunity to raise $100,000 to-

ward feeding low-income older adults
in its seven-county Northeast Florida
service area.

Visit MyElderSource.org/Suppers-

ForSeniors for more information.

Free needlepoint class and session
offered

Eight Flags Needlepoint Guild will
hold an informational session about
needlepoint at the Bartram Trail
Branch Library on Sept. 21, from 10
a.m. until 12:45 p.m. On display will
be finished projects from many of the
guild’s members. The session will also
offer a free class for attendees to make
their own bookmark.

Eight Flags Needlepoint Guild has
many members encompassing St.
Johns, Duval, Clay and Nassau coun-
ties. The guild has regular monthly
meetings as well as monthly “stitch-
ins” at various locations. This is a
great way to meet new friends while
developing a new hobby or expanding
on an existing one.

Call (904) 824-9611 and leave a mes-
sage with your name if you would like
to make a bookmark at the informa-
tional session so the guild can provide
enough supplies.

Newcomers of North St. Johns
announces September 2024 luncheon
Newcomers of North Saint Johns
will hold its September luncheon on
Tuesday, Sept. 17 at the Cimarrone
Golf Club, 2800 Cimarrone Blvd.

Briefs cont. on pg.16
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Any resident who is interested in
joining the group, is a member or a
guest of a member is invited to attend.
Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. with
the meeting beginning at 11 a.m. The
cost for the luncheon and program is
$35 for members and $40 for guests
and all reservations must be received

by Sept. 9.

“This is our first luncheon of the season
and we're thrilled to be back together
and catch up on news and vacation
adventures after this long hot summer,”
said Co-President Priscilla Cobbs.

“As part of the meeting, our members
and guests will have the opportunity

to learn more about all the wonderful
special events and activities we offer
throughout the year for our members.
Everything from informative lunches
to card games and Mahjong, Book
Club and Golf outings, monthly Wine

Socials and much more.”

Newcomers of North St. Johns County
was established in 2004 to offer people
an opportunity to make new friends
while finding their place in our com-
munity. Visit https://newcomersof-
northstjohns.org for more information
about the luncheon and membership.
(Annual membership is $30.)

New passport guide available from
Clerk of Court

The St. Johns County Clerk of the
Circuit Court and County Comptrol-
ler has announced the release of a
new Passport Guide designed to help
residents navigate the passport appli-
cation process. Applying for or renew-

ing a passport can be overwhelming
and tedious, especially for first-time
applicants. This guide aims to simplify
the process by providing a clear, step-
by-step outline on how to apply for or
renew a passport.

The new Passport Guide not only
makes the process easier, but also adds
an element of fun. It’s packed with
helpful tips and information to ensure
residents have everything they need

to successfully complete their applica-
tions. Whether you're preparing for
your first international trip or renew-
ing your passport for future adven-
tures, this guide is a valuable resource.

By using the Passport Guide, residents
can confidently prepare for upcoming
travels, knowing that they have all the
information needed to secure their
passport with ease.

Visit https://stjohnsclerk.com/pass-
ports/ for more information or call
(904) 819-3632 or email passports@

stjohnsclerk.com with questions.

River of Life UMC announces Pumpkin
Patch opening

This year, the River of Life UMC
Pumpkin Patch celebrates its 21st year.
Pumpkins will arrive Wednesday, Sept.
25 and the patch opens on Sept. 26.
Patch hours are from 2 p.m. — 8 p.m.,
Monday through Friday, Saturday 10
a.m. — 8 p.m. and Sunday, 11 a.m. — 8
p-m. Morning field trips are permitted
Monday through Friday for daycares,
playgroups and schools at 9 a.m., 10
a.m. and 11 a.m. slots. (Schedule by
calling Becky Kimball at (904) 254-
7325.)

500 SR 13 N.
Behind McDonald's,
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

Come see us before your next road'trip!™

$25 OFF

$100 OR MORE PURCHASE

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes ail change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES

. Must present coupon. Nt valid with any other offer. | _' .

| $20 OFF
| WHEEL ALIGNMENT

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. | |

$20 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

Limited quantities. Does not include disposal fees, tax,

installation. Offers cannot be combined.

ecvrreoees
AUTOMOTIVE & TIRE CENTER

www.FamousAutoRepairandTires.com

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

2430 Blanding Blvd
904-267-1900

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

Flat Repairs

Ride Home
Available

STORE
HOURS: ‘
Mon. - Fri. 7 am-6 pm =
Sat. 7 am-5 pm
Sun. 8 am-4 pm

“Servicing Every Customer Like
They’re FAMOUS!”

Phokokokoki

Let Famous Automotive Professionals
give you a 5-Star Service.

Find us on

Facebook E

Locally owned and operated

The church’s first Pumpkin Patch
was back in 2002; it was a very small
patch nestled in among the trees
since the property had not yet been
cleared.

“We would love for you to come out
and enjoy the activities of games,
books, activity sheets, decorate your
pumpkin with stickers, take pictures
at the several photo stations,” said
Kimball. “We also have several picnic
tables that you may use for a family,
company, or group outing or party.
Reserve in advance by giving me a

call.”

The River of Life UMC Pumpkin
Patch is a fundraiser for the church
children’s ministries (Isaiah House,
Hugs, Residing Hope formerly United
Methodist Children Home). Vol-
unteers at the patch will also collect
non- perishable foods and household
items (laundry soap, cleaning supplies,
toiletries) to be given to local food
banks and homeless shelters; visitors
to the patch are encouraged to bring
an item or two to donate.

“We will also have our annual free
Family Fall Festival on Saturday, Oct.
26 from 12 a.m. — 4 p.m.,” said Kim-
ball. “There will be hot dogs, chips,
drinks, popcorn, snow cones, bouncies,
facepainting and musical entertain-
ment. Hope to see you at The Patch —
Where We Carve Out Good Times!”

Bartram Trail Women's Club announces
"“Fall Kickoff" September meeting and
luncheon

The Bartram Trail Women’s Club (also

known as the Bartram Trail Newcom-

ers and Women’s Club) will hold its
meeting and luncheon on Tuesday,
Sept. 10 at 11 a.m. at St Johns Golf
and Country Club, 205 St. Johns Golf
Drive. Doors will open at 10:30 a.m.
Checks for $32 should be made pay-
able to BTNC and mailed to Brenda
Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon Court, St
Augustine, FL 32092 no later than the
first Tuesday of the month, Sept. 3.

Be sure to indicate your entrée choice
on the check memo (visit to www.

facebook.com/BTNCI1 for choices).

The September luncheon theme is Fall
Kickoff and attendees are encouraged
to wear dress that reflects their favorite
sports team. Entertainment will be
Travel, Tours and More featuring Kelly
Tours, which provides comprehensive
group trip planning services, handling
everything from hotel bookings to
entertainment arrangements.

The Bartram Trail Women’s Club
meets the second Tuesday of every
month from September to May for
lunch. In addition to the monthly
meetings, the club has a wide variety
of interest groups, including Bridge,
Continental Rummy, Pennies Ca-
nasta, Mexican Chicken Train domi-
noes, Bunko, Mah Jongg, golf, recipe
exchange, monthly special events,
book club, lunch and matinee, Lunch
Divas, Ladies Night Out, a nature
walk group and community projects.
Email Adrienne Townsel-Wilson at
bartramtnc@gmail.com for club infor-

mation or visit www.facebook.com/
BTNCI1 to see photos from meetings
and download a membership form.

Church for Creative
Living in St. Johns

_ﬁFREE ADMDSSION

ol

|
Saturday October 5th
11 AM to 3_ P

KIDS ZONE - BOUNCY HOUSE - FACE PAINTING -

FOOD TRUCKS - ARTS & CRAFTS - LIVE MUSIC -

SELFIEPHOTO BOOTH - DJ - & MUCH MORE
SOME ACTIVITIES SUBJECT TO A FEE

| AT UNITY CHURCH FOR CREATIVE LIVING
2777 RACE TRACK RD, ST JOHNS, FL 32259

Call: 904-287-1505

www.UnityinJax.com



Bartram Bears
booster club
announces
fundraiser

The Bartram Bears Athletic Booster
Club will hold its inaugural fund-
raising event, The Bears Clay Clas-
sic, hosted by the Northeast Florida
Builders Association Charitable
Foundation (NEFBA), on Saturday,
Sept. 7 at Jacksonville Clay Target
Sports, 12125 New Berlin Road in
Jacksonville. Participants are invited
to join starting at 8 a.m. for registra-
tion and a light breakfast provided
by Metro Diner. The event will fea-
ture various activities and opportu-
nities for community involvement.
The fundraiser aims to bolster the
club’s efforts in supporting a wide
range of sports activities at Bartram
Trail High School, from uniforms
and equipment to facility upgrades
and travel expenses.

“After months of planning, we are
excited to launch The Bears Clay
Classic in partnership with NEF-
BA,” said Ian MacDonald, sponsor-
ship co-chair of the Bartram Bears
Athletic Booster Club. “Funds raised
will directly benefit our student-ath-
letes by providing essential resources
for their athletic programs.”

Contact Ian MacDonald by text
at (904) 626-0353 or email at ian.
macdonald@regions.com for more
information.

Bartram Trail musicia

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

The wind ensemble from Bartram Trail
High School, under the direction of
band director Jason Duckett, has been
invited to perform at Carnegie Hall in
April 2025. The prestigious National
Band and Orchestra Festival will host
elite musicians from across the country

who had to audition for their invitation.

Bartram Trail’s performance will not
only highlight the band’s achievements,
but also highlight the school and com-

munity as a place of musical excellence.

“We are incredibly proud of our stu-
dents and excited about the opportu-
nity to perform at Carnegie Hall,” said
Duckett. “This experience will not only
enhance their musical education, but

17 ACRES OF PLANTS,
TREES AND PALMS
- -

VIBURNUM

SHRUBS
All Sizes

Fast Growing,
Great Privacy Hedge
Offer expires 9/30/24

WE ALSO OFFER

¢ Landscape & Design
Services

* Drainage Solutions

¢ Brush Clearing
Natural Area

e Retaining Walls

e Natural Plant Privacy
Screens

7280 State Road 13 North

St Johns FL 32092

Installation an Delivery Availa_lbule

904-545-4022
www.sjtreefarm.com
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ns are headed to Carnegie Hall

The Bartram Trail High School Wind Ensemble with director Jason Duckett.

also provide memories that will last a
lifetime. We are grateful for the support
of our community in helping us make
this dream a reality.”

According to Kelly Kazmierski, Bartram
Trail High School Band Boosters As-
sociation president, it
is Duckett’s intention
that every musician
in the 185 mem-

ber band be able to
experience the trip to
Carnegie Hall, which
will include arriving
a few days before

the performance for
rehearsals as well as
some New York City

experiences.

“We expect the trip
to be expensive,”
Kazmierski said. “For
one thing, getting all
of our concert instru-
ments to New York
will be no easy task.”

In light of this, the band boosters have
planned a massive fundraising effort,
called “Start Spreading the News,” to
take place over the next several months.

“Every fundraiser you can think of, we
will be doing in the next nine months,”
Kazmierski said.

Planned are events ranging from a gala
at Flagler College in November to a golf
tournament in January with car washes,
a color run, gift wrap and candle sales

in between. There will be something for
every student to participate in — and
participation from students will be
required as buy-in for the undertak-
ing. Kazmierski is also busy working on
corporate sponsorships, and community
and alumni donations are welcomed.

So far around $45,000 of the goal of
$250,000 has been raised.

For more information about the fund-
raising campaign and upcoming events,
visit www.spiritofbartram.com or con-
tact Kelly Kazmierski at bthsbandboost-
ers@gmail.com.
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STARLING STARLING

AT NOCATEE

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4199
ALF#13109

AT PONTE VEDRA

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700
ALF#12887

Your carefree oasis of luxury awaits!
Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and

comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you’re sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.
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STARLING STARLING
AT NOCATEE | AT SAN JOSE
INDEPENDENT ASSISTED LIVING
LIVING and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4511 904-337-6350

ALF#12887

WELLNESS - ENGAGEMENT « CULINARY « SERVICE
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GARAGE SALE

COMMUNITY-WIDE

Saturday, September 14th
8AM until 2PM

Rain Date Saturday, September 21st

Julington Creek Plantation
WWW.Jcppoa.com

connection to

Whether you or a loved one needs a place to heal or a place
to call home, River Garden is where you’ll find friendships,
caring and support. For 78 years, we've maintained the
highest quality services while evolving our programs to
meet the ever-changing needs of older adults.

-—
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RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

Adult Day Program
Long-Term Nursing & Memory Care
Outpatient Rehabilitation
Short-Stay Skilled Nursing & Rehabilitation
Independent Living

Scan code to visit RiverGarden.org
or call us at 904.260.1818.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.
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Writing in early August, it already feels
like a very long hot summer. We've
missed the worst of Hurricane Debby, so
hopefully the heavy rains will not have
had too bad an impact. Here the soil is
prone to drying out quickly, so without
regular rain I could soon be watering
some plants, despite the more than five
inches we had during the storm. And
pots dry out rapidly too, now we're back
in the 90 plus degree range.

Looking forward, it’s not too soon to be
planning the fall vegetable garden. As
always, the Florida Vegetable Gardening
Guide is the go-to for advice on what

to plant when, and how: https://edis.
ifas.ufl.edu/publication/VHO021. I
particularly like the section “No-pesticide
Approaches,” which describes cultural
ways to avoid pests doing too much
damage to your tender veggie plants.
And this statement: “Do not panic and
start spraying at the first sign of insect
damage. Most plants that produce fruits,
pods, or ears can stand a 10 percent to
20 percent loss of leaves without loss of
potential yields” explains why.

A healthy ecosystem that supports a
wide variety of insect species, more

than 90 percent of which are beneficial,
is what we ideally need to achieve. If
you're growing in raised beds, grow some
flowers nearby to attract useful insects.
Alternatively, add some vegetable plants
to your flower beds, if you can ensure
they will get the nutrients and water they
need for success. For myself, raised beds
have worked best, as my yard is geared
towards plants that don’t need much
input like fertilizers and water. Large
pots nestled in the border can work well
for adding color, and they could include
attractive vegetables.

The Florida Master Gardener Volunteer
newsletter is another useful resource.
The August edition can be found

here: hteps://tinyurl.com/2jx5nu57

and includes a piece about raised bed
gardening. If you would like to receive
the newsletter online every month you
can sign up. Your email address won't be

shared.

If you enjoy participating in group
classes, over the next few months there
are several to look forward to, hosted
by the Extension service in Jacksonville.
They are available for sign-up here:

PARISH BINGE@
Bingo Night at St Joseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50°S
& DOOR PRIZES

PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING
AND SECURITY ON THE PREMISES.
GREAT FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS.

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM

GAMES START AT 7:00PM

Cody Center - Tally Room
4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223

NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAWS.

849.0931(10)(A)

GAME DATES: September 14 | October 12 | November 9

For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904.742.8777 or vaterlizzi@gmail.com

Surviving the Florida summer
and prepping for fall

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

hetps://tinyurl.com/bdb4vdbs. Call the
Extension office at (904) 255-7450 if you

need further information.

Browsing the UF/IFAS website, I came
across a fun and informative series of
articles on “Garden Myths.” This is a link
to volume 1: https://tinyurl.com/3x4y5zyp
and there are links to volumes 2 and 3.
Ever wondered if Spanish moss is killing
your tree? Wonder no more — it’s not.
How about those moles? Pests surely? But
actually not, as they eat the sort of critters
that feed on your plants’ roots. And all the
myth-busting information is 100 percent

fact-based.

Looking around a local garden store, I
hoped to find some salvias, which are
good pollinator plants. There was only
one that appealed, Mexican bush sage
(Salvia leucantha). This is an attractive
larger salvia that tends to flower later in
the summer and fall. It usually has purple
and white flowers, and its foliage is an
attractive slightly fuzzy mid green. This
year I have one in my garden for the first
time and look forward to its blooms. A
native salvia, admittedly more modest
in appearance, tropical sage (Salvia
coccinea) blooms non-stop and is only
set back by extended dry periods. Texas
sage (Salvia greggii) is a small, slightly
woody subshrub. It is hardy in our area
and can be evergreen. Like many salvias,
it attracts hummingbirds to its small
trumpet-shaped flowers. It blooms in
summer through fall, often with cherry
red flowers, although some varieties may
have pink or other shades of red flowers.

Fall blooming flowers are important

for both insects and birds, many of
which rely on these food sources, which
includes their seeds, to build themselves
up to get through the winter. Migrant
birds will be passing through, expecting
to fatten themselves for their onward
journeys so it’s important to allow seeds
to develop and remain on our plants.
am really looking forward to watching
more than our regular backyard birds,
delightful as they are!

[Editors Note: Our Gardening column is
penned each month by Master Gardener
Volunteer Lesley Arrandale. Due to a
layout error last month, she was not
correctly credited with writing her article.
We regret the error and apologize for any

inconvenience.]

Thank you
for reading
The CreekLine!

o
R
/ S
\ R_ £ "‘

We BrinG communities together!

ey,

Be sure to support
our advertisers!
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Buffalo statue in Cody, Wyoming.

Buffalo Bill, Western Art and Rodeos

in Cody, Wyoming

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

The allure of the West can be strong. I'd
heard that Cody, Wyoming, founded by
namesake Buffalo Bill Cody in 1896,
exceeds expectations. The authentic
downtown, surrounded by wide-open
landscapes, soaring mountains, and
many Western-style activities, sounded
terrific. And it was.

Cody frequently appears in national
media “best lists,” with Travel & Leisure
Magazine naming it “One of the Most
Beautiful Towns in the U.S.” and “A
Top Art Town.” The only negative I can
think of is that Cody is somewhat dif-
ficult to get to for Easterners. I flew into
Denver and took a bus. I could have
flown to Billings or Cody, but the cost is
higher. Once you arrive, you will want
to stay.

I began with a Cody Trolley Tour to
learn a little history and get a grasp of
the town’s layout. Much of downtown
is walkable. I wanted to learn about the
famous showman Buffalo Bill Cody, so
I headed to his original hunting lodge,
where a reenactor told his tales. The
Pahaska Teepee Lodge rests near the
Northeast Entrance to Yellowstone.
When visitors traveled by horse and
carriage, theyd spend the night at the
lodge before going into the park. Cody
wisely chose the location, as do many
travelers today. The old lodge remains a
tourist attraction, but you can stay on

the property.

The town’s spectacular attraction is the
Buffalo Bill Center for the West. The
complex includes five museums under
one roof: Whitney Western Art Mu-
seum (a Smithsonian affiliate), Plains
Indian Museum, Buffalo Bill Museum,
Draper Natural History Museum,

Cody Firearms Museum, and a research
library. It’s so large that the admission
(just $23) covers two days. You'll see
just a fraction of the 100,000 Western
American artifacts, including exception-
al paintings and sculptures, taxidermy
animal displays, Buffalo Bill memorabil-
ia, interactive exhibits, and videos. For
a truly enriching experience, sign up for

one of the museum’s Exclusive Tours,
led by an expert curator. The tours offer
a behind-the-scenes look at the archives
and allow you to tailor your visit to your
specific interests.

Nearby, the Heart Mountain World War
IT Interpretive Center offers insight into
a dark corner of U.S. history: the incar-
ceration of 14,000 Japanese American
citizens following the bombing of Pearl
Harbor in 1941.

Another day, I explored the Firearms
Museum. While I'm not a gun enthu-
siast, I have to admit I found these

guns and rifles fascinating. I followed

a timeline of their development and
enjoyed seeing famous people’s firearms.
The engraved details on some of the
side plates look like works of art. Then,
I went off to the Cody Firearms Experi-
ence, where I shot two guns at the in-
door range. The facility maintains copies
of many historic weapons, and I chose

a 1795 Flintlock musket and a Gatling
Gun. Firing the Gatling made me feel
like a mobster; however, the musket was
the most thrilling. My instructor loaded
the gunpowder and the ball, and then I
aimed and fired — with the gunpowder
igniting close to my face.

I recommend dinner at the Cody
Cattle Company while listening to live
Western music. Then, walk over to the
Cody Rodeo Fairgrounds. Rodeos run
every night in the summer. First come
the bucking bronco riders, then cattle
roping, barrel racing, and lastly, the bull
riders. What a fabulous show!

Lastly, I took a full-day bus trip to
Yellowstone National Park. One day is
not enough to see the geysers, bubbling
mud pots, waterfalls, and abundant
wildlife. The bison were plentiful and
easy to spot. Bears were fewer, but I saw
about eight to 10, just not up close!

If your inner cowboy is calling, head
to Cody. (Information: https://www.

codywy.gov)

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.
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She is a Jacksonville native and graduate of
Jacksonville University. She fell in love with
aesthetic medicine during her time as a surgical
nurse at Mayo Clinic where she was able to care for
postoperative plastic surgery patients. Madison has
a passion for skin health and wellness.

All new clients who book with Dr. Stalls will receive:

$10 per unit for any neurotoxins
(Botox, Xeomin, Jeuveau)

Buy an Area, Get an Area
For IPL Laser Hair Removal
(savings varies)

Buy 2, Get 1 Skinpen Microneedling Package
(savings $300)

Buy 2, Get 1 Radiant Renewal Tox Facials
(savings S$1,000)

108 Bartram Oaks Walk, STE 201, Fruit Cove, FL
www.bartramspa.com | (904) 899-1234
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Baptist Health and Wolfson Children’s
exist to care for the health and well-
being of our community. There is
nothing more important to us than
ensuring our patients can continue to
see their trusted Baptist Health doctors
and use our hospitals...now and for
generations to come.

What is the current status of the
negotiations between Baptist Health
and Florida Blue? After months of
little progress, we recently had a flurry
of negotiations activity with Florida
Blue including a demand from them
to approve a one-year increase. We
believe a short-term solution is no
solution at all. Baptist Health needs a
long-term contract with Florida Blue
which will enable us to plan and invest
in crucial community health initiatives
without the looming threat of annual
disruption. A long-term contract
provides us with certainty, Florida Blue
with network stability and our patients
with continued access to the quality
care they rely on.

Why do we need a long-term
agreement? We exist to care for the
community, with a history of providing
critically needed services in good

times and bad. This requires long-
term planning, predictable income,
and stability so that we can sustain our
mission. For some services, we are the
only local place to get help. We will not

be able to serve our community in the
same capacity as we do today unless
there is a correction in our contract
that accounts for years of being paid
at below-market rates while costs of
providing care increased dramatically
due to external factors beyond our
control. Florida Blue has falsely
accused us of demanding excessive
rates, when in fact we have only asked
them to pay market rates, consistent
with what they pay other similar health
systems in the state.

As part of our commitment to make
health care more accessible and
affordable, we also have invested in
convenient, extended-hours access to
urgent care in 17 locations, the largest
network of primary care physicians,
on-demand doctor visits 24/7 with
board-certified physicians and two new
ambulatory surgery centers to provide
services at significantly reduced prices.
Our more than 200 outpatient locations
are ready to serve the community in
lower-cost settings.

With several weeks still to go, we
remain committed to negotiating in
good faith. The time for gamesmanship
and short-term solutions is over. We
value our relationship with Florida Blue
and hope that they will share our vision
and commitment to the health and well-
being of our community. We devote

our lives to serving this community, and

If Florida Blue has its way, our patients
might have a new health issue.

Access to care.

we would not be doing this if it weren't
necessary to protect the long-term
sustainability of our health system.

We appreciate the support and
understanding of our patients, team
members, physicians, and community
partners during this negotiation
process. It's very important that people
know this is not how we wanted this to
go, and we do not want anyone’s health
care to be disrupted.

* If you'd like to speak with a
Baptist Health representative
about our negotiation with
Florida Blue, call us at
904.202.3247 (FAIR).

® For information about your
benefits, call the number on the
back of your insurance card. This
negotiation potentially impacts
patients with any Blue Cross
and Blue Shield plan which is
serviced by Florida Blue.

® To learn about all the insurance
plans we accept, visit
baptistjax.com/florida-blue
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BAPTIST | Children's
HEALTH Hospital




