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It’s almost time for Back to School!
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Girl Scout Cadette 

Troop earns silver 

award

Girl Scouts cont. on pg. 2

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

In July, Girl Scouts Harper Cap, Jo-
hannah Cap, Cameron Dixon, Silvia 
Echeverry and McKenzie Parsons, 
members of Cadette Troop 1414, cel-
ebrated the achievement of the Silver 
Award, given by the Girl Scouts of 
Gateway Council. The Silver Award 
is the highest honor a Girl Scout Ca-
dette can earn and involves complet-
ing a significant community service 
project that demonstrates leadership 
skills and a commitment to making a 
difference.

Troop 1414 members chose to 
install a kindness rock garden for the 
residents of the Ronald McDonald 
House Charities of Jacksonville and 
their visiting families. Troop mem-
bers passionately worked hard all 

Hometown Conservative

Paid for by Roy Alaimo, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

The minivans, bikers, walkers and 
school buses will be back soon — the 
first day of school in St. Johns County 
is Monday, Aug. 12. This year, two new 
schools will welcome students for the 
first time: Lakeside Academy, located 
within the Beacon Lakes portion of 
the Twin Creeks development,  and 
Trout Creek Academy in the Shearwa-
ter neighborhood. These two schools, 
necessary to combat overcrowding in the 
northern part of the county, bring the 
total number of traditional K-12 schools 
in the district to 42.

“We’re looking forward to welcom-
ing these two new schools,” St. Johns 
County School Board Member for 
District 1 Bev Slough said. “Principals 
are excited as are the families to start 
new traditions.”

According to the St. Johns County 
School District, the student count of 
traditional K-12 schools in the district 
as of May 2024 was a little more than 
50,000 students, a 2.7 percent increase 
over the previous year. St. Johns County 
continues to be one of the fastest grow-
ing school districts in the state; Slough 
said the district expects to have 52,000 
students this year.

“It’s always a challenge to open two new 
schools at the same time,” Slough said. 
“But it’s something we’ve done suc-
cessfully before. The principals of both 
Lakeside Academy and Trout Creek 
Academy have their schools fully staffed 
and prepared to welcome students on 
the first day. As always we are happy 
to welcome new families to St. Johns 
County.” 

This year’s district-wide Orientation Day 
is Aug. 9. Each school will set its own 
schedule, which might even be on a dif-
ferent day. Parents are advised to check 
with their student’s school for its specific 
activities.

Also of note is the Florida Back to 
School state sales tax holiday, which 
continues through Aug. 11. Consumers 
can purchase qualifying back-to-school 
supplies exempt from tax during this 
time. Visit https://floridarevenue.com/
backtoschool for more information, 
including a list of items that may be 
purchased with no Florida sales tax.

There is still time to register your child 
for school, if you have not already done 

so, and the district recommends that 
parents do this as soon as possible. 
Parents may access information regard-
ing registration requirements and their 
child’s attendance zone by visiting the 
school district website at www.stjohns.
k12.fl.us and clicking on the “Families” 
tab. Additional information on registra-
tion and school attendance zones may 
be obtained from the Student Services 
Office at (904) 547-7797.
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In this issue!

Pages 7 – 16

Photo courtesy Shelley Howard

School buses will soon be back on St. Johns County roads.

Photo courtesy Cristina Echeverry

Troop 1414 members with their Silver Award project, 
a kindness rock garden at Ronald McDonald House.

The St. Johns County School 
District’s first day of school is 
Monday, Aug. 12.
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academic year fundraising, planning, de-
veloping and implementing their project.

The purpose of the garden is to provide a 
sense of peace, belonging and motivation 
while going through medical treatments 
for their critical illness. Those who see 
the rock garden are encouraged to add a 
kindness rock or take one if they need it.

The previous year, this troop earned the 
Girl Scout Bronze Award, which is the 
highest award a Girl Scout Junior can 
obtain. Their first project was starting a 
children’s library for the Ronald McDon-

ald residents, which has already grown 
since its installment. The library books 
included handwritten inspirational mes-
sages by troop members inside the front 
covers.

“Now that Girl Scout members have 
completed both the Bronze and Silver 
Awards, they have more time this year to 
focus on participating in various commu-
nity service projects,” said Cadette Troop 
1414 Leader Cristina Echeverry. “This is 
a huge accomplishment as they achieved 
both awards consecutively and are just 
entering seventh grade.”

Coming in September!

Contact Linda Gay
linda@�oridanewsline.com

904.607.5062

Back to 
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Photo courtesy Cristina Echeverry

Troop 1414 members with their Bronze Award project, a children’s library for Ronald McDonald House residents.

Girl Scouts cont. from pg. 1
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Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the flagpole at Veterans Park. 
Our winner was Chris Navarro. Congratulations!

MYSTERY PHOTO

Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@floridanewsline.com

Last month’s Mystery Photo was Durbin Pavilion.

4    What’s Happening in St. Johns

5    Q&A with Eddie Creamer

6    Q&A with Beverly Slough

17    St. Johns Business Monthly
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF Meet Grace!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed: 

Rescue dog, mixed breed

Favorite Activity: 

Running zoomies in the backyard.

Favorite Treat: 

Ice cream

Favorite Friend: 

Her human dad

How did your BFF get her name?  

She was named because she is full of 

Grace.
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Don’t miss our  September issue
Featuring our Back to School Guide!

Deadline 8/16/24

Primary Election 

Guide 

in this issue!

See pages 
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A. frozen  B. swirl  C. topping  D. cone

Your Local Dance Experts

Adults-Teens-Kids
Beginner to Advanced 
Private and Group lessons

Call today to schedule your
FREE 

30 Minute 
Lesson!

Venue Rental

Visit our online Calendar and 
Class Schedule at 

www.AABDance.com

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Ask About our
Wedding Packages

Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events
200 person capacity – 4,000 Sq ft
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activities for 
seniors on Monday, Wednesday and Friday morn-
ings at 6795 Collier Road in Orangedale. Cards, 
crafts and games start each day at 9 a.m. with 
trivia, nutrition/exercise, Bunco and Bingo among 
the additional activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. 
each day. Contact Program Coordinator Myra 
Fisher at (904) 209-3658 or mfisher@coasjc.org 
for more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy 
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items 
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday from 
10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit Company, 
1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s 
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email playing-
hookie2022@gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the game of 
“Hand, Knee, and Foot” on Wednesdays. If you are 
interested in joining, please call (904) 230-6962 
and leave a message.

2nd: First Friday Adult Book Club will meet 
at the Bartram Trail Branch Library at 

10 a.m. on Aug. 2 to discuss “The Maze” by Nelson 
DeMille. Registration is required; email draasch@
sjcfl.us.

6th: Happy Hookers crochet group will 
meet at the Bartram Trail Branch Library 

on Aug. 6 from 5:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. The group 
crochets or knits blankets for cancer patients at 
area hospitals. All skill levels are welcome. Visit 
www.sjcpls.org or call (904) 827-6960.

6th: Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet on 
Tuesday, Aug. 6 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin 

Presbyterian Church’s Mandarin Road Campus in 
the Woody Room at 11844 Mandarin Road. It’s the 
guild’s birthday party! Come and enjoy the fun 
and games. New members/guests welcome. Visit 
honeybeequilters.org for more information.

7th: Widow to Widow, support group for 
widows by widows is held at Council 

on Aging (COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in 
St. Augustine on Wednesdays beginning Aug. 7 
from 11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 
(Monday – Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org 
for more information. 

7th: Empowering Conversations will be held 
on Aug. 7 from 7 p.m. – 8 p.m. at Unity 

Church for Creative Living, 2777 Race Track Road. 
Join Rev. Yvonne McAndrew for an hour of insight 
and connection. Call (904) 287-1505 or email UC-
CLoffice2777@gmail.com for more information.

7th: Free Tech Help with David will be held 
on Wednesday, Aug. 7 from 10:30 a.m. – 

12 p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. Drop 
in for tech assistance with Android, Apple, and 
reader devices; no RSVPs required. Bring your 
device fully charged and know your passwords. 
Visit sjcpls.org/branches/bartram-trail-branch/ 
for more information.

8th: Open Game Play at Council on Aging 
(COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in St. 

Augustine. Bring your deck of cards or board game 
(there are also games available at River House) 

and socialize over a friendly game of your choosing 
every Thursday beginning Aug. 8 from 12:15 p.m. – 
3:15 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) 
or email tharris@coasjc.org for more information.

10th: The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club 
meets the second Saturday of each 

month (this month, Aug. 10) from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. The topic for 
the meeting is “Discussion of members’ military 
ancestors.” Email ginglish@comcast.net for more 
information. Visit www.facebook.com/groups/BT-
GenClubGroup to send a request to join the club.

12th: The Northwest St. Johns County 
United for Progress Club will welcome 

Lily “Bee” Bristow, School Board Candidate, 
District 5 as guest speaker on Aug. 12 at 6:30 p.m. 
Visit www.nwstjohnsu-p.com or email nwsjcp@
gmail.com for more information.

19th: The All Star Quilters Guild will meet at 
9:30 a.m. for socializing prior to the 10 

a.m. meeting on Monday, Aug. 19 at First Christian 
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. In lieu of a program, 
the guild will have a Quilt Sale by individual quilters 
— supplies, homemade objects, and more. Sew and 
Tell is always a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit 
www.allstarquilters.org for more information.

21st: Self-Awareness five-week class, will 
be held on Wednesdays from 7 p.m. 

– 9 p.m. beginning Aug. 21 at Unity Church for 
Creative Living, 2777 Race Track Road. Join Rev 
Fayann Schmidt and Licensed Unity Teacher Bill 
Wuerfel for this interactive class and learn how to 

integrate spiritual principles to maintain balance 
and honor all facets of your being. Cost: $120. Call 
(904) 287-1505 or email UCCLoffice2777@gmail.
com for more information.

24th: Common Sense Parenting with Nick 
Andrews will be held on Saturday, Aug. 

24 from 2 p.m. – 4 p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch 
Library. All supplies are provided by the Bartram 
Trail Friends of the Library. Space is limited; regis-
ter online at www.sjcpls.org. 

24th: Dress a Girl Around the World at the 
Bartram Trail Branch Library will be 

held on Saturday, Aug. 24 at 10 a.m. Learn to make 
dresses and shorts for girls around the world. 
You can pick up a kit to create at home, or turn in 
dresses you created to the Bartram Trail Branch. 
We also accept fabric and notion donations. Call 
the library at (904) 827-6960 for more information.

30th: “Is Probate a Dirty Word?” a free 
lecture by Megan Wall, St. Johns 

County Legal Aid, will be presented at Council on 
Aging (COA) River House, 179 Marine Street in St. 
Augustine, on Friday, Aug. 30 from 10 a.m. – 11 a.m. 
Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) or email 
tharris@coasjc.org for more information.

31st: St. Johns Farmers Market will be held 
the fourth Saturday of each month (this 

month, Aug. 31) from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at Celebration 
Lutheran Church, 810 Roberts Road in St. Johns. 
The market includes fresh produce, food trucks 
and assorted vendors. Call the church at (904) 
230-2496 for more information.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsAugustAugust Community Calendar

Sunday Service 10:30 AM 
Unity Church for Creative Living 

2777 Race Track Road, St Johns, FL 32259

Reverend Yvonne McAndrew
Phone: 904.287.1505
www.UnityInJax.com

Unity offers a positive, practical, progressive approach to Christianity 
based on the teaching of Jesus and the power of prayer.

UCCL's Oct 5th Fall Festival 
is reaching out to vendors

interested in selling their goods
or promoting their business.

For Info Contact us at:
UCCLFallFestival@gmail.com

Consider being 
a Sponsor.

TREE FARM & NURSERY

17 ACRES OF PLANTS,
TREES AND PALMS

NATURAL PLANT
PRIVACY SCREENS
Fast growing – Noise Buffer – Shade

904-522-1786
www.sjtreefarm.com 

7280 State Road 13 North
St Johns FL  32092

Step by Step Installation of Your
Privacy Screen or Living Fence!

WE ALSO OFFER
• Landscape & Design Services
• Drainage Solutions
• Brush Clearing Natural Area
• Retaining Walls

Viburnum  2 ft – 16 ft

Bottle Brush  4 ft - 12 ft

Podocarpus  2 ft – 8 ft

Special Offer
20% OFF
PLANTS
With this ad
Offer expires 9/30/24

Installation & Delivery
Available
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Our Adult Day Program offers seniors a variety of daily 

activities designed to engage physical, social, occupational 

and intellectual needs. Now you can have more time to work, 

relax or tend to your own needs.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Scan Code to Request 

RiverGarden.org 

904.288.7858

• Purposeful, safe environment 

• Full schedule of daily activities 

• Worry-free time for caregivers 

• Available Monday-Friday (8am-5pm)

An Even Brighter Future

 

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Introducing Oticon INTENTTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon INTENTTM helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for 
better speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

• FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to tr y Oticon INTENT  TMRISK FREE

Q A& with St. Johns County Property Appraiser 
Eddie Creamer

Q: What is coming up on the calendar 
of the Property Appraiser’s Office?

A: It is almost time for TRIM (Truth 
in Millage) notices to be sent out to 
property owners. It’s important to keep 
in mind that over the past eight years, 
property values in St. Johns County 
have increased more than 170 percent, 
which translates to higher taxes even 
without a tax increase.

Q: What can you tell us about TRIM 
notices?

A: TRIM is the most important docu-
ment a property owner will get in St. 
Johns County. They will be mailed 
by our office on Aug. 16 and are also 
available online (www.sjcpa.us) as of 
that date. Within the mailing, property 
owners will receive a copy of the State 
of Florida Taxpayer’s Bill of Rights and 
a list of exemptions in addition to the 
TRIM notice. The TRIM notice also 
contains the date and time of the budget 
hearing for each of the taxing authori-
ties, so property owners can attend to 
learn more.

Q: What will the TRIM notice con-
tain?

A: The TRIM notice shows the market 
value, the assessed value and the taxable 
value of your property for 2023 and 
proposed for 2024. It will also show 

any exemptions for the property. Make 
sure you check your TRIM notice for 
accuracy as to values and exemptions.
The taxes are listed by taxable authority 
and will show what the taxes would be 
if the county made no changes to the 
budget. This is called the “rollback rate,” 
essentially what your taxes would be 
this year to allow the county to collect 
the same amount of money as last year. 
TRIM will also show the proposed taxes 
if the proposed budget is passed; this is 
what would be on the tax bill.

Q: What should property owners do if 
they disagree with the value assessed 
by your office?

A: When the TRIM notice is mailed, 
a 25-day clock starts. If the taxpayer 
has any discrepancy with the Property 
Appraiser’s Office, they should contact 
us to discuss. If we can’t come to agree-
ment, the taxpayer can file an appeal 
with the Value Adjustment Board. It is 
very important to do this within the 25-
day window, because if not, a taxpayer 
will lose his or her right to appeal.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis 
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. It 
is open Monday – Friday, 8:30 a.m. – 5 
p.m. Also, readers can email me at Eddie@
sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-5500.

St. Johns County discusses Fiscal 
Year 2025 Budget and millage rates
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On July 16, 2024, the St. Johns 
County Board of County Commis-
sioners approved two motions about 
the Fiscal Year 2025 Budget (FY 2025 
Budget). The first motion approved the 
proposed flat millage rates. The BOCC 
passed the second motion to autho-
rize the completion and execution of 
the FY 2025 Budget with approved 
proposed millage rates and establish 
Sept. 3, 2024, at 5:01 p.m. as the First 
Public Hearing for adopting the FY 
2025 Budget.

The recommended FY 2025 Budget is 
$1.2 billion. This includes the General 
Fund for essential county services and 
programs, the Capital Improvements 
Fund for major construction projects 
like roads and parks, and other funds 
designated for specific uses.

“Today, I am honored to present to you 
the 2025 budget recommendation for 
St. Johns County,” County Adminis-
trator Joy Andrews said. “This budget 
reflects our commitment to fulfilling 
the promises we made to our residents, 
staff, and partners while positioning 
our county for continued success. The 
leadership and vision of our Board of 
County Commissioners have guided 
us in focusing on these key priorities: 
infrastructure, managing growth, open 
governance and transparency, conserva-
tion, and financial stewardship.”

Andrews shared significant achieve-

ments in 2024, which included the 
County Road 210 widening (Cimarron 
to Greenbrier, and east of Interstate 
95), $9.6 million State allocation for 
the Airport Authority, an ongoing 
robust, publicly informed process for 
Comprehensive Plan 2050, a draft 
five-year Strategic Plan, increased Land 
Acquisition Management Plan fund-
ing from $500,000 to $2 million for 
conservation, and a bonding program 
for public safety, parks, and libraries.

“This budget recommendation main-
tains our focus on essential services and 
introduces strategic investments that 
will benefit our community for years to 
come, primarily in roads, water, parks, 
libraries, public safety, and in our 
staff,” Andrews said. “These long-term 
investments are proposed based on 
your methodical deliberation over the 
past few months and the bold decisions 
you are making to move us forward.”

The proposed millage rates include no 
increase from last year. The County 
plans to use the revenue generated 
from taxable value growth for FY 2025 
over FY 2024 to help pay for addi-
tional expenses and new programs. 
Andrews emphasized that her budget 
recommendation represents a goal of 
a healthier reserve fund by adding 15 
percent to be adequately prepared for 
an active hurricane season.

The 13.2 percent increase in taxable 

Fiscal Year 2025  cont. on pg. 17
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Q A& with St. Johns County School Board 
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Q A& with State Attorney, 7th Judicial Circuit, 
R.J. Larizza

Q: What can you tell us about the 
newly released state test results?

A: We are most pleased to have just 
received the second year of FAST 
results. St. Johns County was first 
in the state in all areas measured in 
reading — third through 10th grade. 
We did very well in math as well, first 
and second place in all grades, and 
much above the state average. For sci-
ence, we were first for fifth grade and 
second for eighth grade. For the 21 
elements that are measured, we scored 
first in the state in 16 of them, which 
matches our results from last year. 

Not only did our students score 
highly, but the gap between first 
and second in the state continues to 
widen. Our students continue to excel 
and we are so proud of them as well as 
our excellent teachers who have done a 
superior job teaching our students the 
Florida standards.

Q: How did the students fare in End 
of Course exams?

A: For Civics, we were first in the state 
with a 97 percent pass rate and for 
Algebra I our students were first in the 
state with a 100 percent pass rate. We 
were second in the state in Geometry 
and first in the state in both Biology 
and US History. 

Q: Do we have school grades yet?

A: No, because there are other ele-
ments such as graduation rates and 
performance of the lowest quartiles 
that have not been calculated yet. 
We expect school grades probably in 
September. 

Q: With the beginning of the new 
school year in a few days, is it too 
late for parents to register their 
students?

A: No, not at all. We recommend 

that parents do this as soon as pos-
sible. Parents may access information 
regarding registration requirements 
and their child’s attendance zone by 
visiting the school district website at 
www.stjohns.k12.fl.us and clicking on 
the “Families” tab. 

Q: What else do you have to share 
with District 1?

A: I have an interesting story from 
Durbin Creek Elementary. This 
school now has about 10 percent of 
its student population who are speak-
ers of languages — Ukrainian, Rus-
sian, Chinese, Portuguese, French, 
Spanish — other than English. We is-
sue non-English speaking students in 
our district an iPad with a translator 
downloaded on it so that the child 
can learn their teacher’s lesson with 
the rest of their class. The district just 
bought Durbin Creek Elementary 75 
more of these iPads. These students 

are learning English very quickly 
due to English immersion. Staff at 
DCE have been proactive in engaging 
these students and their parents in 
inventive ways. For instance, they are 
planning after school clubs as a way 
for non-English speaking students to 
engage with one another and they are 
planning cross-cultural activities for 
the fall. 

This increase in non-English speaking 
students is the case more and more in 
all of our schools. We are always seek-
ing ways to integrate them and teach 
them our language so they can attain 
their highest level of learning along 
with their peers. 

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

Q: With the new school year starting 
soon, do you have anything to share 
from your office?

A: We are unveiling an initiative in part-
nership with all four of the school dis-
tricts in our circuit to try to educate and 
empower kids. We were seeing a lot of 
kids resorting to gun violence, sometimes 
bringing weapons to schools. We felt the 
State Attorney’s Office’s presence in our 
schools was lacking and we wanted to 
reach the kids to help promote their suc-
cess and keep them safe before laws were 
broken. So we met with all four local 
school superintendents, including Tim 
Forson in St. Johns County, to discuss all 
manner of things, like substance abuse, 
vaping, and violence to include bully-
ing. We began working to come up with 
a curriculum to educate and empower 
students.

Q: What would this curriculum look 
like?

A: In middle school, accountability and 
education are most important for this age 
group moving from childhood to young 

adulthood. In high school, we plan to 
create opportunities to learn the positive 
things about our office and what it does 
— likely in the form of internships or ex-
ternships as well as visits to our office or 
the courtroom, where students can meet 
judges, prosecutors, and law enforcement 
so they can understand how our justice 
system works. 

Our staff could also potentially go into 
the schools for assemblies or commu-
nicate with large groups of students via 
Zoom. 

Q: What caused you to come up with 
this initiative?

A: I got so tired of prosecuting kids. I 
wanted the State Attorney’s Office to 
work on prevention of crime from the 
front end. I’m very optimistic and excited 
about this initiative. It’s quite an accom-
plishment and speaks to the commitment 
of all four superintendents in our circuit 
to make this happen. We have a press 
conference scheduled for Aug. 6 where 
we will roll out all the details. 

Effective August 1, 2024 FCC Environmental Services will begin providing residential 
wasteand recycling collection in St. Johns County. To prepare for this transition, the 
county has published information on its website at www.RecycleStJohns.com. 
Additionally, residents will receive a postcard in the mail during the week of July 8-12, 
providing essential details about FCC's services and scheduled collection days.
For more information, please contact SJC Solid Waste Division at (904) 827-6980.

NEW WASTE
COLLECTION VENDOR
FOR ST. JOHNS COUNTY

PROUDLY SERVING ST. JOHNS COUNTY BEGINNING AUGUST 1, 2024
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FOR FLORIDA HOUSE

NICK

CONSERVATIVE REPUBLICAN

ENDORSED BY SEN. RICK SCOTT
& REP. CYNDI STEVENSON

LEARN MORE AT NICKPRIMROSE.COM
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FOR STATE REPRESENTATIVE
IN ST. JOHNS COUNTY

 PRIMARY ELECTION DAY 

AUGUST 20TH

Primary Election Guide

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

In advance of the Primary Election 
to be held on Tuesday, Aug. 20, 
The CreekLine invited each of the 
candidates that will appear on north-
ern St. Johns County voters’ ballots 
for State Senate District 7, Florida 
House District 18, County Com-
mission Districts 1, 3, and 5, St. 
Johns County Sheriff, and St. Johns 
County Clerk of Court to submit a 
statement for this Primary Election 
section.

The CreekLine offered this opportu-
nity to all candidates for these Primary 
Election races as a community service; 
no purchase of advertising was required. 
The content of the statements was left 
up to each candidate; the only stipula-
tion was that the statement could not 
exceed 200 words. No editing of the 
statements took place. Each statement 
is printed in its entirety, as submitted by 
the candidate.

State Senate, District 7
Gerald James (R )
I am a citizen patriot running to legis-
late for the people of my district, not for 
big insurance, big development, or trial 
attorneys. I have not taken one dime 
from any of their PACs or lobbyists. 
My campaign has been funded by small 
donations of citizens like yourselves and 
I am fueled by ordinary people who love 
this country. Folks, an insurance storm 
is brewing in Florida and we must fix 
this crisis. We have never been the gold 
standard for election and hoards of il-
legals can find their way onto the voter 
rolls. We must take the lead nationwide 
in voter election reform and security. 
These problems are not insurmountable 
but we need leaders with courage and 
determination to pass appropriate and 
permanent legislation. We must secure 
our borders, airports, waterways, and 
roads from illegal alien invasion by any 
means necessary and I have a plan. The 
establishment political class is content 
to maintain the status-quo. I am not. 
With your vote, I will fight for my con-

stituents, not for big development, the 
insurance industry or the trial lawyers. I 
will legislate conservatively and with the 
Constitution as my guide.

David Shoar (R )
I am running for the Florida Senate 
because we need consistent Trump con-
servatives who have the courage to stand 
for our shared values and fight back 
against the special interests and liberals 
who are enriching themselves at the tax-
payers’ expense. I am a husband, father, 
and grandfather who has lived in and 
served this community for decades. I 
have dedicated my life to service in uni-
form, from the streets of St. Augustine 
as a patrolman, to the sands of Iraq as an 
Army Combat Engineer, to my 16 years 
as St. Johns County Sheriff. I am proud 
of my record as Sheriff of cutting crime 
in half. In Tallahassee, I will take on the 
politicians and political insiders and 
hold them accountable. I will stand with 
President Trump, as I have since 2016, 
to stop illegal immigration, combat 
Biden’s inflation and get our insurance 

costs under control. Together, we will 
restore a sense of law and justice in our 
country. As a longtime St. Johns County 
resident, I also know how important it 
is to protect against overdevelopment so 
we can maintain our quality of life. As 
your State Senator, I will look out for 
you, not the special interests. 

Tom Leek (R ) 
As a member of the state Senate, I 
hope to continue serving the people 
of Northeast Florida by establishing 
Florida as the most law enforcement 
friendly state in the union, by working 
on many of the conservative advances 
of the past few years in school choice, 
economic development and important 
social issues that strengthen the family, 
and by building upon my current ac-
complishments in the Florida House. 
That is why I am proud to have the 
strong support of all four sheriffs 
in Senate District 7, along with our 
great Governor Ron DeSantis, At-

Meet your local candidates

Candidates cont. on pg. 8
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Devoted Husband & Father
Dedicated Clerk & Comptroller

US Naval Reserve Officer

Paid by Brandon Patty, Republican, for St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit Court and Comptroller.
Use of military rank, job titles, and photographs in uniform does not imply endorsement by the Department of
the Navy or the Department of Defense.

Paid for by Rob Hardwick, Republican, for St. Johns County Sheriff. Use of title and pictures in uniform 
does not imply the endorsement or support of any law enforcement organization.

RE-ELECT Our 
    Sheriff

VETERAN  

CONSERVATIVE LEADER  

OUR SHERIFF

Rob Hardwick’s Record Speaks For Itself
Combated Crime 

& Reduced Recidivism 

Retained & Recruited Only  
The Most Qualified Deputies

Invested In The Latest Technology  
To Keep Us Safe

GETTING REAL RESULTS
IT’S THE ROB HARDWICK WAY!

Republican Primary: Tuesday, Aug. 20

Republican for St. Johns County Sheriff

Primary Election Guide
torney General Ashley Moody, and 
others. They know that a strong and 
safe community allows families and 
businesses to thrive, and it has been 
my honor to work together toward 
those shared goals. My wife, Michelle 
and I, along with our two daughters, 
have made Northeast Florida our 

home for more than 30 years. We love 
this community. The people, historic 
venues, and the beaches and lakes 
which remain a constant reminder 
of old Florida. I ask for your vote on 
Tuesday, Aug. 20 and thank you for 
participating in the political process 
to make our community and our state 
the freest in the nation.

Florida House District 18
Kim Kendall (R )
FAA Air Traffic Controller… small 
business owner… extensive work and 
endorsements at state and local levels 
— yes, these are all a part of who I am, 
but what makes me uniquely qualified 
is my heart and fight for this com-
munity. Growing up in GTMO, Cuba 
I saw firsthand Cuban base- workers 
giving Castro 90% of their wages… 
these workers who were already limited 
in their monthly rations of rice and un-
derwear. Now there are those who want 
that kind of society for us… they want 
to take away our Faith… they want to 
break apart our family… and they want 
the soul of our nation. I have battled the 
establishment to protect our children, 
to protect our Faith, to keep our family 
values intact. I’ve gone toe to toe with 
developers and special interest groups 
who have tried unsuccessfully to make 
me go away. This is a critical year… 
we need warriors… those who will not 
be used as puppets… those who care 
deeply about our Constitution and our 
community. I am the one who has and 
will continue to fight for us. You can 
count on me to always show up and to 
never back down.

Nick Primrose (R )
Growing up in apartments with a 
single mom, my American Dream was 
owning a home and creating a better 
future. I found that here in St. Johns 
County. As a husband and father, I care 
deeply about protecting our way of life 
in Florida. Having served as Deputy 
General Counsel for Governors Rick 
Scott and Ron DeSantis, I am the most 
qualified, experienced candidate. From 
advising on economic prosperity and 
keeping Florida open during COVID 
to answering the call during hurricanes, 
my proven track record will deliver 
results on Day One. I will: 1) Sup-
port our law enforcement so they can 
continue to protect our communities; 
2) Keep our schools #1 by expediting 
school construction, empowering par-
ents, and improving teachers’ quality of 
life; 3) Secure funding for road projects 
and infrastructure; 4) Cut red tape to 
promote small businesses and job cre-
ation; and 5) Protect our wildlife cor-
ridors, beaches, and the St. Johns River. 
I’m a proven conservative and honored 
to have the endorsements of Senator 

Candidates cont. from pg. 7

Candidates  cont. on pg. 10
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Early VotingFlorida is a 
Closed-Primary State

Where do I vote?

Text Us!
Text HI to 904-439-4555 to use

our texting service to find
important election information!

Text VOTESJC to 91896 to
subscribe to Election Alerts

straight from the St. Johns County
Supervisor of Elections Office!

2024 Primary Election · August 20, 2024
OPEN TO ALL REGISTERED VOTERS IN ST. JOHNS COUNTY

4455 Avenue A, Suite 101 St. Augustine, FL 32095 · 904-823-2238 · www.votesjc.gov

Voting by Mail?
The deadline to request a vote-by-mail
ballot to be mailed for the 2024 Primary
Election is August 8 by 5 PM. Visit
www.votesjc.gov or call the Elections
Office to request your ballot.

Vote-by-mail ballots must be returned to
the Elections Office by 7 PM on Election
Day, August 20, to be counted.

Vote-by-mail ballots can also be
returned to Secure Ballot Intake Stations
available at all seven early voting
locations during the hours of voting.

Election Day
To vote on Election Day, you must go to
your assigned polling place between the
hours of 7 AM and 7 PM on Tuesday,
August 20, 2024.

Some precincts have changed since the
last election. Verify your Election Day
polling place at www.votesjc.gov before
heading out to vote!

Florida is a 
Closed Primary State

Democrats receive a Democratic ballot
Republicans receive a Republican ballot
Voters with No Party Affiliation or a minor
party receive a Nonpartisan ballot and
cannot vote for party candidates

Exception:
Universal Primary Contests are the
exception. There is one Universal Primary
Contest on the 2024 Primary Election ballot:
Clerk of Circuit Court and Comptroller (Rep).
This contest is open to all voters and will
appear on all ballots.

August 10 - August 17, 2024
9 AM to 6 PM 

Daily at all locations

PONTE VEDRA BRANCH LIBRARY
101 LIBRARY BLVD
PONTE VEDRA BEACH

JULINGTON CREEK ANNEX
725 FLORA BRANCH BLVD
ST. JOHNS

SILVERLEAF AMENITY CTR
218 SILVER FOREST DR
ST. AUGUSTINE

SUPERVISOR OF ELECTIONS OFFICE
4455 AVENUE A, SUITE 101
ST. AUGUSTINE

ST. AUGUSTINE BEACH CITY HALL
2200 A1A SOUTH
ST. AUGUSTINE

SOUTHEAST BRANCH LIBRARY
6670 US 1 SOUTH
ST. AUGUSTINE

W.E. HARRIS COMMUNITY CTR
400 E. HARRIS ST
HASTINGS
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Henry Dean approved nearly 30,000 homes in two terms
and Christian Whitehurst approved over 15,000 in one term.
Both tried to raise our sales tax.* Elect the Anns, Aug. 20.

Overcapacity roads. Overcrowded schools
that are no longer ranked #1 in the state.

Vote out the commissioners who are
overdeveloping our county.

Fl. Dept. of Ed.

Endorsed by the St. Johns County Republican Party. Slow the growth. Elect the Anns.

Challenging Whitehurst. Ann- 
Marie owned a thriving law firm.* 
Mom to 7, she is the proud wife of a 
retired police officer. Ann-Marie is 
exposing wasteful county spending.
*Admitted to practice law in WA only

Challenging Henry Dean. Ann has 
two sons in our schools and is a 
former businesswoman of 25 years. 
A current HOA board president, Ann 
helped win the fight against a wood 
burning polluter in our county.

VoteAnnTaylor.comElectAnn-Marie.com
Paid for by Ann-Marie Evans and Ann Taylor for St. Johns County Commissioners, Districts 1 and 5

*Homes/housing units per SJC BOCC
Agendas; PV Recorder 10/13/22; BOCC 2/15/22

ALERT:
Attack ads filled
with lies 
about us
are funded
by developer-
tied PACs.
Please read
our statements
on our 
websites 
that 
expose
the lies.

Rick Scott, Congressman Michael 
Waltz, our outgoing State Representa-
tive Cyndi Stevenson, FOP, PBA and 
many other trusted leaders and organi-
zations. I humbly ask for your vote to 
bring strong, conservative leadership to 
our community. 

County Commission District 1
Ann-Marie Evans (R )
Over the course of my life, I have fought 
for what’s right both in my personal 
life as well as my professional life. I 
am ready to fight for you, the people 
of St. Johns County. Over the course 
of the incumbent’s term, our schools 
lost their #1 ranking, our roads became 
increasingly congested and 15,000 
more homes/apartments were approved. 
You’ve probably seen the attack ads. Ads 
that suggest I’m a liberal, ambulance 
chasing, tax raising Seattleite. Let me 
set things straight — I am a conserva-
tive and I fought for injured people. I 
do not want to raise your taxes and I 
never lived in Seattle. See my website for 
further lie debunking. These ads were 
paid for by a Gainesville PAC chaired by 

Commissioner Whitehurst’s treasurer. 
I have worked as an attorney (admit-
ted to practice WA only) and owned a 
boutique law firm. I have worked as a 
public records officer, victim advocate 
and realtor. I’m married to a retired 
police sergeant. I’m a Mom of seven 
including a lawyer, Marine and deputy; 
I have teens in our schools. Together, we 
can change the trajectory of our county. 
Endorsed by SJC Republican Party and 
Republican Liberty Caucus.

Christian Whitehurst (R )
I’m Christian Whitehurst and have the 
privilege of serving the great people of 
St. Johns County as County Commis-
sioner, District 1. As a fiscal conserva-
tive, I believe the government can oper-
ate with less of your hard-earned money. 
I have never raised taxes and proudly 
voted against a tree tax that would bur-
den homeowners. As a business owner, I 
know how to balance a budget and have 
fought to eliminate wasteful spending. I 
have slowed the growth of development 
by denying projects that are incompat-
ible or lack proper infrastructure. We 
used developer impact fees to fund 
$600 million in road projects, four new 
regional parks, and five new fire stations 
with sheriff office substations. We also 

secured state and federal funding to 
provide beach renourishment to areas af-
fected by past storms. Our law enforce-
ment and first responders are the reason 
St. Johns is the safe haven destination to 
raise a family. I have always supported 
the Sheriff’s Office and Fire Rescue 
to ensure they have the resources and 
equipment necessary to keep our com-
munity safe. With your vote, I promise 
to continue fighting for the values of St. 
Johns County. 

County Commission District 3
Roy Alaimo (R )
I’m Roy Alaimo and have humbly served 
on the St. Johns County Commission 
in District 3 after being appointed by 
Governor DeSantis in 2022. I stand 
for limited government, ensuring that 
power remains in the hands of the 
people, and I believe lowering taxes is 
essential to promote economic prosper-
ity and protect your hard-earned money. 
I advocated for slow and controlled 
growth to maintain the character and 
charm of our community. I also support 
infrastructure solutions to help ease the 
traffic congestion we are facing. Sup-
porting our veterans is a top priority. 

They have sacrificed so much for our 
freedom and way of life, and we must 
ensure they receive the care and respect 
they deserve. Additionally, I stand firmly 
with our first responders, ensuring they 
have the resources and support needed 
to keep our community safe. Lastly, I 
am dedicated to protecting our quality 
of life, ensuring that St. Johns County 
remains a wonderful place to live, work, 
and raise a family.

Heather Harley-Davidson (R )
A 55-year local, Heather Harley David-
son‘s candidacy is about fiscal respon-
sibility, environmental protection, and 
the rights and needs of people. 1999 St. 
Johns County Land Development Code, 
she lobbied for property rights and 
environmental protection. She is knowl-
edgeable about land use: a licensed real 
estate broker and state certified general 
contractor attending UNF, receiving a 
Bachelor of Science Industrial Technol-
ogy Building Construction Management 
and Minor Business Administration. 
Married in Grace United Methodist 
Church St. Augustine 1986, with two 
children. Her family owned Advanced 
Building Company of North Florida for 
25 years, decade of restaurants and inn 

Candidates cont. from pg. 8

Candidates cont. on pg. 11
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keeping. Currently, she is grandma of 
five, an award-winning artist, and the 
commission seat will be her only job. 
Her critical thinking is her gift she uti-
lized during the week-long 2025 Budget 
Series, allowing her to delineate many 
areas of reduction for a fiscally respon-
sible government. The most challeng-
ing and critical issues facing St. Johns 
County are uncontrolled growth, states 
overreach in development practices, and 
the road map within 2025 Comprehen-
sive Land Plan map for higher density 
creating bigger government. We can’t 
close the gates, but we can slow devel-
opers’ impact on our quality of life and 
make them pay their share.

Michael McDonald (R )
I am devoted to protecting this beautiful 
county we call home for generations to 
come. I was born and raised in St. Johns 
County, and I am very fortunate to have 
a lot of family in the area. Throughout 
my life, I have seen significant change 
with no signs of growth being managed. 
I attended our local schools from K-12. 
From the age of 12, I was working in 
this community doing whatever I could. 
Fresh out of high school, a local paint-
ing contractor asked me to lend a hand 

on a weekend job. I quickly realized this 
would become a career for me. I truly 
enjoy seeing projects from start to finish. 
I have built long lasting relationships, 
and I have always been accountable to 
my clients. That’s the approach I will 
take as County Commissioner. I seek 
the change this county needs: more ac-
countability, more maintenance, more 
transparency, more local economic 
opportunities, more checks and balances 
with less waste and less development! I 
am a proud local business owner, home-
owner, father, husband, and very active 
community member. I would be more 
than happy to talk with anyone from 
my community about my unwavering 
commitment to St. Johns County. 

Clay Murphy (R )
St. Johns County has been my home 
for 33 years. This is where I raised my 
family, served as a law enforcement of-
ficer and where my wife and I opened 
our own business — Sonny’s BBQ in 
St. Augustine. I love this area. When I 
was a State Trooper, I turned down a 
promotion because I didn’t want to leave 
St. Johns County. This is where I plan 
to retire and watch my grandchildren 
grow up. But I am very concerned that 
our quality of life is suffering because 

of rapid overdevelopment. Worse, there 
are special interests who are trying to ac-
celerate it even more. I disagree strongly. 
Economically, St. Johns County is one 
of the wealthiest counties but has been 
forced to go in debt to pay for public 
safety and infrastructure because of poor 
planning. It’s time for new leadership 
who will represent the residents and tax-
payers, which is why I’m running. As a 
former law enforcement officer, I fought 
to keep NE Florida safe. As your next 
County Commissioner, I’ll fight even 
harder to control the growth and make 
it pay for itself, for low taxes, responsible 
budgeting, and for our time-honored 
American values.

County Commission District 5
Henry Dean (R )
As a Conservative Republican, I’ve 
dedicated my career to serving our 
community. My proven record of land 
conservation reflects my deep respect for 
our natural resources and my determina-
tion to preserve them for future genera-
tions. Supporting small businesses and 
fostering economic growth have been 
central to my efforts, as I believe a thriv-
ing economy benefits us all. Standing 

with our veterans and first responders 
is a core value of mine. Their sacrifices 
deserve our unwavering support, and I 
am committed to ensuring they receive 
the recognition and resources they need. 
I’ve also been a staunch advocate for our 
tourism industry, recognizing its vital 
role in our local economy. Leading the 
effort to protect our beautiful beaches 
has been one of my proudest achieve-
ments. By investing in infrastructure, 
I’ve worked tirelessly to fix our roads 
and improve our transportation sys-
tems. Holding developers accountable 
is crucial to maintaining the character 
and sustainability of our communities, 
and I’ve always prioritized responsible 
growth. Throughout my career, I’ve 
focused on slowing the rapid growth 
that can threaten our way of life, ensur-
ing that development is balanced with 
conservation and community needs. My 
dedication to these principles guides me 
every day in my service to you.

Ann Taylor (R )
First, I must explain why it’s so impor-
tant that I have been endorsed by the St. 
Johns County Republican Party. My op-
ponent is supported by PACs that have 
ruthlessly broadcast and mailed the most 

Candidates cont. from pg. 10

Candidates cont. on pg. 12
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Jim’s Experience and Leadership
4th Generation Law Enforcement Officer
27 Year Career at the St. Johns Sheriff’s Office
Began as Reserve Deputy and promoted through the
ranks to Lieutenant
Experience in every department:
          SWAT Team - 13 Years
          Dive Team - 8 Years
          Bomb Squad - 6 Years

Paid by Jim Priester, Republican, for St. Johns County Sheriff.

profound lies about me — lies that cut 
to the very core of who I am and what 
I stand for. It won’t matter what my 
goals and qualifications are if you believe 
I’m a “woke liberal” who has supported 
“sex changes for children.” That is how 
desperately the developers are trying to 
keep my opponent in his seat. I stand 
for slowing the growth; he has approved 
nearly 30,000 housing units. That’s 
just one difference between us. I would 
rather have devoted this space to telling 
you about my 25 years experience as 
a businesswoman; how I’m an HOA 
president who has advocated on behalf 
of my neighbors; and how my two sons 
and my husband are my inspiration. I 
will never call for a tax of any kind as 
my opponent has done — and as I have 
been falsely accused of. Please learn 
more about me on my website. Thank 
you for allowing me to correct a griev-
ous misrepresentation of who I am.

St. Johns County Sheriff 
Rob Hardwick (R )
I am Rob Hardwick and I have the 
honor of serving as your St. Johns 
County Sheriff. My agency has accom-
plished a lot during the last four years. 
Through our community policing and 
use of technology, we have fought crime, 
reduced recidivism by nearly 10 percent, 
provided first-class customer service, and 
saved taxpayer dollars. We are consis-
tently out in the community building 
relationships between our citizens and 
SJSO. Additionally, we have made re-
cruiting and retention a top priority. We 
went to work and successfully advocated 
to raise the base pay and benefits pack-
age for our agency personnel. Now, the 
agency is almost fully staffed for the first 
time in its history. 
As a combat veteran who served 25 years 
in the United States Army and the Flor-
ida National Guard and after 30 years 
in law enforcement, I remain as com-
mitted as the day I started to serve my 
fellow citizens. My wife, Kendell, and I 
have been married for 33 years and have 
two amazing adult sons. We are active in 
various community organizations and I 
am a proud local youth coach. I would 
be honored to earn your vote on Aug. 
20 for St. Johns County Sheriff.

Jim Priester (R )
I’m Jim Priester, a recent retiree of the 
St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office after 
a highly decorated 27 year career and 
now a candidate for St. Johns County 
Sheriff. I am a fourth generation Florida 
law-enforcement officer, not a politi-
cian. My campaign is focused on being 
fiscally responsible, demonstrating what 
it means to be transparent with our 
community and being the leader our 
agency so desperately needs. I will host 
Public Safety town hall meetings to en-
gage and communicate directly with our 
community because public safety will 
always be my number one priority. We 
will openly communicate on our social 
media networks allowing our citizens to 
comment publicly; we will never censor 
your right to free speech. We will post 

our budget and expenses quarterly so 
our taxpayers can see where their money 
is being spent. I will lead by example 
and set the positive tone for the agency 
so our deputies know we support them. 
I will streamline every part of the budget 
in order to pay our deputies a competi-
tive wage comparable to surrounding 
agencies. I’ve spent my life serving St. 
Johns County and I’d be honored to 
earn your vote for Sheriff on August 20. 
Thank you.

St. Johns County Clerk of Court
Denver Cook (R )
I am proud of my service as a USAF 
Veteran and military intelligence analyst 
and as a former gang intelligence officer. 
I am also proud of my years working as 
a general contractor managing millions 
of dollars in government infrastructure 
projects. What I am most proud of 
however, is being the father of three 
amazing young adults. As a father I have 
been able to advocate for better spend-
ing behaviors at the county and school 
district, served as chairman and vice-
chairman of several youth risk preven-
tion and diversion committees. We are 
all concerned about how growth impacts 
our daily lives and our families. As Clerk 
I will bring daylight to the decisions and 
ensure the taxpayers have the visibility 
and information needed to advocate 
for a better community. Only through 
transparency, oversight and account-
ability can we have the responsiveness 
in government and in Florida; this is 
the Constitutional role of the Clerk of 
Court. As your next Clerk of Court 
and Comptroller I will use the Consti-
tutional Power of this office to ensure 
there real fiscal transparency of your tax 
dollars, real oversight of county spend-
ing, and real accountability over county 
programs and services.

Brandon Patty (R )
Brandon Patty, a proud Conservative 
Republican, serves St. Johns County 
with integrity and dedication. As a 
devoted husband and father, his fam-
ily values guide his work as Clerk and 
Comptroller. His experience as a U.S. 
Naval Reserve Officer has instilled the 
discipline and dedication necessary 
to serve the community effectively. In 
2020, Brandon successfully advocated 
for and secured an additional judge to 
facilitate justice and improve the effi-
ciency of the legal system. He launched 
the Property Fraud Notification and 
Prevention Campaign to protect 
residents from the growing threat of 
white-collar crime. Brandon has been 
awarded the Certificate for Excellence 
in Financial Reporting, the gold stan-
dard in governmental accounting and 
financial reporting, for four consecutive 
years. This recognition underscores his 
commitment to transparency and fiscal 
responsibility. He has worked tirelessly 
to alert residents to various scams, 
including false missed jury notifications 
and false county deed records solicita-
tions, thereby protecting the commu-
nity from fraud. By leveraging cutting-

Candidates cont. from pg. 11
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Endorsed by 

Governor Ron DeSantis

“I’m happy to endorse Tom Leek, a proven conservative, 

for the Florida Senate. In the Florida House, he has fought 

alongside us on the countless initiatives that have made 

Florida the freest state in the union. I look forward to 
continuing to work with him as District 7’s next Senator.”

VoteTomLeek.com

VOTE FOR TOM LEEK 
IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY 

FLORIDA STATE SENATE DISTRICT 7

EARLY VOTING IN ST. JOHNS BEGINS AUGUST 10 
EELLEECCTTIIOONN  DDAAYY  IISS  TTUUEESSDDAAYY,,  AAUUGGUUSSTT  2200

Paid by Tom Leek, Republican, for State Senate

THE REAL CONSERVATIVE FOR
ST. JOHNS COUNTY

IN THE FLORIDA SENATE

TOM LEEK
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Slowed the Growth
Led Effort for 4 New Regional Parks
Increased Infrastructure
Protected Our Beaches
Held Developers Accountable
Supports Veterans & First Responders

When I was elected in 2020 I promised to fight for St.
Johns County, and that’s exactly what I did. I led the
charge for four new regional parks, providing more

ballfields, green space and recreational opportunities
for our children and families. As a conservative

Republican, I fought to eliminate wasteful spending
and keep taxes low to protect our quality of life. I've
fought to slow the growth by denying incompatible

developments to allow our infrastructure to catch up
and ensure developers pay their fair share. With your
vote, I will continue fighting for our St. Johns values

every day.
-Christian Whitehurst

Fighting For St. Johns

Paid by Christian Whitehurst, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

Promises Made, Promises Kept.

Proudly 
Endorsed by:   



The CreekLine August 2024 | Page 15

Primary Election Guide

Paid by David Shoar, Republican, for State Senate.

VOTE TRUMP REPUBLICAN
DAVID SHOAR FOR STATE SENATE

AUGUST 20

TRUMP REPUBLICAN

F o r m e r  C h i e f  o f  P o l i c e ,  C i t y  o f  S t  A u g u s t i n e
F o r m e r  S h e r i f f ,  S t  J o h n s  C o u n t y

4 0  Y e a r  L a w  E n f o r c e m e n t  C a r e e r
S e c u r e  t h e  B o r d e r G u l f  W a r  V e t e r a nL o w e r  t h e  C o s t  o f  L i v i n g

A TRUSTED CONSERVATIVE LEADER
Looking Out For Us!

/VoteShoarInfo@VoteShoar.com VoteShoar.com

edge technology such as artificial 
intelligence, Brandon has enhanced ef-
ficiencies and service delivery in county 

offices. Brandon Patty’s commitment to 
these values guides his daily service to 
the community, ensuring that St. Johns 
County remains a safe and prosperous 
place to live.

Candidates cont. from pg. 12

Voter Bill of Rights
• Vote and have his or her vote accurately counted. 

• Cast a vote if he or she is in line at the official closing of the polls in that 
county. 

• Ask for and receive assistance in voting. 

• Receive up to two replacement ballots if he or she makes a mistake prior to the 
ballot being cast. 

• An explanation if his or her registration, or identity, is in question. 

• If his or her registration, or identity, is in question, cast a provisional ballot. 

• Written instructions to use when voting, and, upon request, oral instructions 
in voting from elections officers.  

• Vote free from coercion or intimidation by elections officers or any other 
person. 

•  Vote on a voting system that is in working condition and that will allow votes 
to be accurately cast. 
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Protect

Proud Conservative Republican
Proven Record of Land Conservation 
Supports Small Business & Economic Growth
Stands with Our Veterans & First Responders
Backs Our Tourism Industry
Led Effort to Protect Our Beaches
Invested in Infrastructure to Fix Our Roads
Held Developers Accountable
Slowed the Growth

Scan to 
Learn More

Paid by Henry Dean, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

Proudly
Endorsed By:

St. Johns

& with St. Johns County Supervisor  
of Elections Vicky Oakes

Q: When is the 2024 Primary Elec-
tion?

A: Election Day for the 2024 Primary 
Election is Tuesday, Aug. 20, 2024. Polls 
are open 7 a.m. to 7 p.m., and voters 
must vote at their assigned polling place. 
Some Election Day polling places have 
changed since the last election. To find 
your polling place, check your voter in-
formation card or visit www.votesjc.gov.

Q: How do I know what’s on my bal-
lot?

A: Sample ballots have been mailed to 
all registered voters who have not re-
quested a vote-by-mail ballot or request-
ed to receive sample ballots by email. 
To view your sample ballot online, visit 
www.votesjc.gov and click My Voter 
Status.

Q: I have recently moved. Is it too late 
to update my registration?

A: No! To update your address online, visit 
www.votesjc.gov. If you are unsure if your 

record is up to date, use the My Voter 
Status tool to verify your information.

Q: I requested a vote-by-mail ballot. 
Can I still vote in person?

A: Yes, if you have not returned your 
vote-by-mail ballot, you can still vote in 
person. New procedures recently issued 
by the State require poll workers to ask 
a voter who was mailed a vote-by-mail 
ballot if they brought it to the polling 
place. If yes, the vote-by-mail ballot 
must be surrendered prior to voting. A 
vote-by-mail ballot cannot be taken into 
the voting booth at the polling place.

Q: If I make a mistake on my ballot, 
can I get a new one?

A: Yes! If a voter makes a mistake on 
their first ballot, they are entitled to up 
to two additional replacement ballots. 
If you make a mistake while marking 
your ballot, you must return to the poll 
worker WITH your ballot in hand. A 
ballot with a mistake on it returned to 
the poll worker is called a “spoiled bal-

Primary Election Guide

Q A

Vote as you please, 
but please vote!
Aug. 20, 2024

lot.” To ensure a spoiled ballot cannot be 
counted, it must be physically altered. 
Before surrendering the spoiled ballot, 
the poll worker will ask the voter to fold 
the ballot in half and tear the wcorner.

Q: Will there be law enforcement at 
my voting location to keep the work-
ers and voters safe?

A: All polling places in St. Johns County 
are assigned a team member called a Poll 
Deputy. At the completion of training, 
Poll Deputies are sworn in and depu-
tized by the St. Johns County Sheriff’s 
Office. The deputy is the eyes and ears 

of law enforcement at the polling place; 
they are always present during Early 
Voting and Election Day to maintain 
order and ensure a safe voting experi-
ence for St. Johns County voters.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.gov or call the Elections Office 
at (904) 823-2238, Monday through 
Friday from 8:30 a.m. – 5 p.m. Our 
website, www.votesjc.gov also has a 
wealth of information.
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Monthly         ST  JOHNS.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®
Managing Director – Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner
Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the 
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance 
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00005-00

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

Contributed by SCORE Jacksonville

No matter how you slice it, there are 
only three ways to increase the profits 
you derive from your business: You can 
raise prices, you can sell more products 
or you can cut costs.

Understandably, you may be inclined 
to point to things like launching a 
mind-blowing marketing campaign or 
upselling existing customers to increase 
per-transaction revenue as ways to boost 
profits. And you’d be right — but those 
activities fall under the “sell more” or 
“raise prices” categories. With that in 
mind, let’s talk about what you can 
work on today to either help you sell 
more, charge more or spend less.

Sell More: A comprehensive list of 
things to do to help your business sell 
more products or services would fill this 
entire space and several more. Fortu-
nately, there are a few quick and easy-to-
implement ideas to get started.

• Reach new markets: Can you explore 
new marketing channels to reach more 
potential customers? Are there online 
ad platforms you haven’t tried? Are you 
maximizing your social media profiles to 
drive more customers? Can you tweak a 
product so that it’s more appealing to a 

new or different demographic?

• Explore upsells: Can you upsell exist-
ing customers by steering them to a 
higher-priced “premium” version of 
your product? Can you offer add-ons? 
What about giving them more access 
to features for an additional fee? Is it 
possible to offer longer warranties? 
Note: Depending on how it’s structured, 
upselling may also fall into the “raise 
prices” category below.

• Bundle products and services: You 
often see this with intangible services 
like internet and cable TV or home and 
auto insurance, which are often bundled 
together into a single product. Can you 
add a complementary product or service 
to what you’re already offering so you 
can effectively sell more and increase the 
overall revenue for your business?

Raise Prices or Charge More: You 
shouldn’t simply attempt to raise prices 
in a vacuum. The price you charge 
should always be in relation to the per-
ceived value you deliver. So, if you want 
to charge more, you should deliver more 
value or, at the very least, increase the 
perception of that value.

What can you add to your product or 
service that increases its perceived value 

but doesn’t add to your cost to deliver 
it? Alternatively, how can you commu-
nicate your value in a different way, so 
it’s seen as being worth more? Can you 
add “bonuses” or add-ons that take the 
overall value above and beyond what 
you’re charging? Can you segment your 
audience in a way that those who can 
pay more will (by offering a regular ver-
sion and a more expensive “pro” version 
of software, for example)?

Spend Less: Finally, we come to the cat-
egory that allows you to increase profits 
from the other side of the equation. 
Rather than increasing revenue, you can 
also reduce costs. Here are some ideas to 
trim your expenses.

• Negotiate better deals: It may not 
always be possible, but it can’t hurt 
to explore ways to save money on 
the supplies you need to deliver your 
products. Suppliers may be willing to 
offer discounts or special deals for bulk 
purchases, particularly if you’ve been a 
long-time customer.

• Review marketing performance: Are 
all your marketing campaigns produc-
ing a return on investment (ROI)? Are 
you paying every month for activities 
that aren’t moving the needle? Ensure 
you have effective tracking in place to 

measure campaign performance, so you 
can eliminate what’s not working and 
do more of what is.

• Explore less-expensive alternatives: 
When was the last time you evaluated 
your spending? Are you sure there aren’t 
cheaper alternatives for the goods and 
services you currently use that are just as 
good as, if not better than, what you’re 
using now?

Remember, boosting profits fundamen-
tally boils down to three core strategies: 
raising prices, selling more, or cutting 
costs. To optimize profitability, focus on 
the actions that align with these areas, 
and you’ll ensure a robust and sustain-
able financial future for your business. 
Have more questions? Reach out to 
SCORE Jacksonville for free, expert 
mentoring and resources to guide you 
through your small business journey. 
Visit www.score.org/jacksonville to learn 
more.

SCORE Jacksonville provides free and 
confidential one-on-one business coun-
seling by phone, email, and in-person in 
Northeast Florida. SCORE Jacksonville 
also conducts workshops for both start-
up entrepreneurs and seasoned small 
business owners.

Three ways to increase small business profits

values results in $40.8 million in incre-
mental property taxes for the county.

“Taxpayers need to understand, partic-
ularly homeowners, that Florida’s Save 
Our Homes provision protects home-
stead properties from the full percent-
age increase in assessed value,” Office 
of Management and Budget Director 
Jesse Dunn said. “At the proposed flat 
millage rates, homestead property will 
experience an approximate 3 percent 
increase over last year. About two-

thirds of our St. Johns County residen-
tial parcels are protected by the Save 
Our Homes program.”

Dunn shared that a non-homestead 
property is capped at a 10 percent 
increase annually.

Details on the proposed budget, videos 
of the workshop sessions, and more are 
available at www.sjcfl.us/2025budget. 
On the webpage, the public can view 
the Fiscal Year 2025 Recommended 
Budget Workbook, which is broken 

down into the following sections:

? The Budget Summaries Section 
provides basic information, including 
personnel requests, capital equipment, 
and vehicles.

• The Budget by Fund Accounting 
overviews the $1,215,721,492 Fiscal 
Year 2025 Recommended Budget.

• The Budget by Service Area provides 
line-item details for each County gov-
ernment service area.

• The Capital Improvement Plan pro-
vides an overview of major capital im-
provement projects identified (funded 
or unfunded).

The Truth in Millage (TRIM) notices 
will be mailed to each property tax-
payer. These will include the proposed 
millage rates, the estimated taxes a 
taxpayer could pay, and information on 
the first public hearing. Once adopted, 
the Fiscal Year 2025 Budget begins on 
Oct. 1, 2024.

Fiscal Year 2025  cont. from pg. 5
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25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

Briefs

ACT and Digital SAT Prep Classes 
offered by Friends of Bartram Trail 
Public Library
Dates for ACT and Digital SAT prep 
classes will be Aug. 15, 22 and Sept. 5, 
12, and 19. Registration is in progress. 
Classes are one hour 15 minutes each 
and students may sign up for either or 
both series. SAT classes will be from 5 
p.m. – 6:15 p.m. and ACT classes will 
be from 6:30 p.m. – 7:45 p.m.

The sessions will include two English/
Reading and two Math. Following a

practice test completed at home, the 
fifth and final session will be a

review from 5 p.m. – 6:15 p.m. for 
English/Reading and from 6:30 p.m. 
– 7:45 p.m. for Math. Students should 
bring calculators. 

Each series of five sessions costs $50 
or $100 to attend both series. These 
proceeds are a donation, and with the 
other donations are used to fund all 
library programs at the Bartram Trail 
Branch Library. Purchase of a specific 
review/prep book is also required.

There is a cap of 25 students per se-
ries. The last day to register is

Aug. 10, 2024, unless the cap is 
reached prior to this date. If the cap is 

reached, the registration for that class 
will be closed. Registration informa-
tion can be obtained at the Bartram 
Trail Library reference desk, or by 
contacting Phyllis Macy at macyp17@
yahoo.com

Clerk’s Office to hold Passport 
Saturday event on Aug. 3

The St. Johns County Clerk of the 
Circuit Court and County Comptrol-
ler will hold a special Passport Satur-
day event on Aug. 3 from 8:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. at the Richard O. Watson 
Judicial Center in St. Augustine. The 
extended business hours make apply-
ing for a passport more convenient for 
those seeking to travel this upcoming 
season.

“We recognize the challenges of coor-
dinating schedules for passports dur-
ing regular business hours,” said Clerk 
Designee John Rundgren. “Holding 
this Passport Saturday event is our way 
of making the process easier and more 
convenient for local families.”

The Recording Department will be 
open on Aug. 3 to accept and review 
applications for first-time passports, 
new passports for persons whose 
previous passport was issued more 
than 15 years ago, minors under age 
16, or whose passport was lost, stolen, 
or damaged. Other passports must be 
renewed by mail using Form DS-82, 
which is available at https://travel.
state.gov/.

Anyone traveling internationally 
must have a passport book, includ-
ing infants, and every applicant for a 
new passport must appear in person, 
regardless of age. According to the 
U.S. Department of State, the current 
processing times for routine service 
are between six and eight weeks and 
expedited service is between two and 
three weeks.

Visit https://stjohnsclerk.com/pass-
ports/ for more information and 
details about required documentation, 
fees, and acceptable forms of payment.

St. Johns County Parks and Recreation 
launches new app
On July 1, the St. Johns County Parks 
and Recreation Department launched 
a brand-new app, giving residents an 
intuitive platform for community en-
gagement, education, and exploration.

The SJC Parks and Rec app allows 
users to find parks and beaches (and 
even individual amenities like skate 
parks, dog parks, boat ramps, etc.) us-
ing intuitive interactive maps, register 
quickly and easily for programs and 
events, and listen to region-specific 
audio tours about county history.

These location-based audio tours can 
be downloaded by users ahead of visits 
to different parts of the county, allow-
ing them to listen to the stories of our 
past and present while enjoying our 
parks and beaches well into the future.

“There’s so much history in St. Johns 
County, and on park properties, that 
we thought this would be the best way 

to let people experience it convenient-
ly,” Parks and Recreation Director 
Ryan Kane said.

“We love that the app gives our resi-
dents an easy way to sign up for our 
park programs as well as learn more 
about the parks themselves, not to 
mention our beaches, boat ramps, and 
everything in between,” Community 
Program Manager Tess Simpson said.

The SJC Parks and Rec app is avail-
able to download from the Apple App 
Store and Google Play. Visit www.
sjcfl.us/sjc-parks-rec-app/ for more 
information.

St. Johns County Public Library System 
launches revamped Bookmobile
The St. Johns County Public Library 
System has announced the return of 
its bookmobile, which provides books 
and programs to regional areas of the 
community. The new bookmobile 
schedule is in effect until Aug. 26 and 
includes:

• Mondays: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. at Faith 
Community Church, 3450 County 
Road 210, St. Johns

• Wednesdays: 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. at UF 
Health Nocatee, 351 Town Plaza Ave., 
Ponte Vedra

• Fridays: 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. at the 
World Golf Village Convention Cen-
ter, 500 S. Legacy Trail, St. Augustine

Additional details are available at 
www.sjcpls.org/branches/bookmobile.

“After a brief hiatus for mechanical 
maintenance, the Library System’s 
community outreach team has been 
busy preparing a revamped summer 
schedule to ensure the public’s brows-
ing experience remains comfortable 
and enjoyable,” St. Johns County 
Public Library System Director Debra 
Rhodes Gibson said.

The bookmobile allows patrons to 
browse onboard items, pick up re-
quested items, return items, and use 
free Wi-Fi.

ElderSource seeking St. Johns County 
representation for Advisory Council
ElderSource, a nonprofit organization 
that works to empower elders, adults 
with disabilities and their caregivers in 
order to age with dignity and indepen-
dence, is seeking volunteer members 
to its Advisory Council, specifically 
seniors who reside in St. Johns Coun-
ty. Duties for an Advisory Council 
member are to report on the needs of 
elderly and emerging issues in their 
respective counties; review and com-
ment on the agency’s Area Plan; study 
legislative issues and advocate on be-
half of the elderly; assist in promoting 
the mission, programs and activities of 
the agency; and to educate the public 
about the needs and the contributions 
of the elderly.

“Our Advisory Council members 
are an important asset to our orga-
nization,” said Linda Levin, CEO of 
ElderSource. “They are an active voice 
we need to hear in order for us to stay 

Briefs cont. on pg. 21
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Authors Tracy Tripp and Edward 
Mickolus may have taken very different 
paths in life, but their passion for books, 
writing and fulfilling their purpose in 
life is very much the same. The two de-
cided to collaborate on a crime thriller 
book after meeting at a St. Augustine 
book fair in 2018 and becoming friends. 
The book, “White Noise Whispers,” 
won the duo second place at the Florida 
Writers Association Royal Palm Literary 
Awards in the Mystery or Crime catego-
ry. Mickolus gives all the credit to Tripp, 
the principal author. “She is able to sit 
in the heads of all of her characters and 
make them all sensitive, understandable 
and likable,” said Mickolus.

Tripp, 54, grew up in a small town in 
upstate New York on a dairy farm, one 
of seven children, working to put herself 
through college at SUNY Oswego and 
then Buffalo State College for graduate 
school to become a teacher. She taught 
both English and science, but ended up 
focusing on language arts. After having 
three children and later moving to Jul-
ington Creek in 2012, she took a class 
through a children’s writing institute 
and Gotham Writers’ Workshop. She 
started to write and eventually pub-
lished her first novel “Parting Gifts” in 
2021. “It is such a journey to go from 
a thought to a book,” said Tripp, who 
now has written five novels and two 
children’s books. Tripp is also a substi-
tute teacher in St. Johns County.

Mickolus, 73, grew up in Michigan, the 
son of a Ford Motor Company dynamom-
eter test engineer. He attended George-
town University on a Ford Motor Compa-
ny scholarship and then pursued graduate 
studies at Yale University via a National 
Science Foundation fellowship. He then 
served in various positions in the Central 
Intelligence Agency (CIA) for 33 years, 
where he was CIA’s first full time analyst 
on international terrorism; analyzed Afri-
can political economic, social, military and 
leadership issues; wrote political-psycho-
logical assessments of world leaders; and 
managed collection, counterintelligence 
and covert action programs against terror-
ist, drug traffickers, weapons proliferators 
and hostile espionage services. He has 

written 50 books so far, ranging from ter-
rorism studies to humor. Mickolus moved 
to Nocatee in 2013.

Q: What future projects do you have 
in the works?

TT: I have a sixth novel currently in 
the editing phase. I used my life as a 
backdrop, and I weaved in a mafia and a 
murder that did not happen.

EM: I have five books in the works, 
including International Terrorist Events 
2023-2024, All the Presidents’ Heroes: 
Inspirational Stories from State of the 
Union Honorees, Famous Last Meals, 
Naked Came the Spy and its sequel and 
Stories by the Side of the Road.

Q: Who are some of your favorite 
authors?

TT: I like Jodi Picoult, Abraham Ver-
ghese and Jojo Moyes to name a few.

EM: Tracy Tripp, Dave Berry, Jeffery 
Deaver, Carl Hiaasen, Roger von Oech, 
Joseph Wambaugh, Ed McBain also just 
to name a few.

Q: What are your hobbies?

TT: I like to play tennis, practice yoga 
and workout. I love to spend time with 
my family and to travel.

EM: I have collected 1,700 fashion chal-
lenged neck ties from about 30 nations. 
Ties are one of the few pieces of men’s 
clothing that allow us to express our indi-
viduality. I also love classic cars, acting in 
the Performing Arts Club of Del Webb, 
teaching at the University of North 
Florida, stand-up comedy and trivia.

Q: What is your life philosophy?

TT: I once heard this at church, and 
it really spoke to me. God is going to 
call you to do something, and your job 
is to do it. The outcome is up to Him. 
Accept it. Success is that you followed 
through.

EM: I am really motivated by service 
and assisting others. I was able to do 
that by working at the agency. Now, I 
really enjoy mentoring and teaching stu-
dents and serving as a lector at church.

Q: Share a little about your family.

TT: My husband of 29 years is Steve 
Tripp. We have three adult children, two 
daughters, 21 and 20, and a 24-year-old 
son (first grandchild in October).

EM: My wife of 41 years is Susan 
Schjelderup. We have one 36-year-old 
daughter and an 18-month old grand-
daughter.

Get to KnowGet to Know  . . .. . .

travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Tracy Tripp and  
Edward Mickolus 

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps 
mail@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at  editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo by Tiffany Merlo Phelps 

Tracy Tripp and Edward Mickolus

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.
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Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919  

for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

Driveways
Pavers
Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

Walkways
Concrete Removal
Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

“Call us for your concrete needs.” “Call us for your concrete needs.” 

Danny PinkertonDanny Pinkerton
FREE ESTIMATES 

(904) 534-5011
FREE ESTIMATES 

(904) 534-5011

St. Johns Co.
Concrete Service LLC.

St. Johns Co.
Concrete Service LLC.

Professional  • Reliable • Quality Commercial • ResidentialProfessional  • Reliable • Quality Commercial • Residential
Specializing in Homeowner ImprovementsSpecializing in Homeowner Improvements

Driveways – Patios – SidewalksDriveways – Patios – Sidewalks
LICENSED • BONDED • FULLY INSUREDLICENSED • BONDED • FULLY INSURED

The Helpful Handyman

∙ Luxury vinyl flooring
∙ Interior/exterior painting
∙ Kitchen/bath remodels
∙ Custom carpentry
∙ Drywall install/repair

∙ Interior remodeling
∙ Tile install/repair
∙ Door/hardware install
∙ Wood rot repair
∙ And more!

Jan Lindahl 904-705-2382
www.TheHelpfulHandymanJan.com

Licensed and Insured 

35+ Years Experience
Free Estimates

CREATIVE MARCITE inc. 
Complete Pool Renovations & Remodeling

Quality workmanship -  47 years  exper ience

Serving FRUIT COVE, St Johns and Duval County
State Lic. # RP0025273

Call today to schedule
a free consultation

904-349-7837
904-287-3933
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AUTOS WANTED

D o n a t e  Yo u r  C a r 
to Veterans Today! 
Help and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% 
tax deductible. Call 
1 - 8 0 0 - 2 4 5 - 0 3 9 8
HEALTH & FITNESS
D enta l  insuranc e 
f r o m  P h y s i c i a n s 
Mutual  Insurance 
C o m p a n y .  C o v -
e r a g e  f o r  4 0 0 + 
pro c e dure s .  R ea l 
dental insurance - 
not just a discount 
p l a n .  G e t  y o u r 
f re e   In format ion 
K i t  w i t h  d e t a i l s ! 
1 - 8 5 5 - 5 2 6 - 1 0 6 0 
w w w. d e n t a l 5 0 p -
lus.com/ads #6258
Atte n t i o n  o x y g e n 
t h e r a p y  u s e r s ! 
D i s c o v e r  o x y g e n 
therapy that moves 
with you with Ino-
gen Por table Oxy-
gen Concentrators. 
F r e e  i n f o r ma t i o n 
kit . 1-866-47 7-9045
V I A G R A  a n d  C I A-
L I S  U S E R S !  5 0 
Generic Pills SPE-
CIAL $99.00.  100% 
g u a ra n te e d .  24 / 7 
C A L L  N O W !  8 8 8 -
4 4 5 - 5 9 2 8  H a b l a -
m o s  E s p a ñ o l

HOME SERVICES
A ging Roof ?  New 
Home owner ?  G o t 
S t o r m  D a m a g e ? 
You  ne e d  a  loca l 
e x p e r t  p r o v i d e r 
that proudly stands 
behind their work . 
Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. 
Call 1-888-878-9091
Water damage cleanup: 
A small amount of water 
can cause major damage 
to your home. Our trusted 
professionals dry out wet 
areas & repair to protect 
your family & your home 
value! Call 24/7: 1-888-
872-2809. Have zip code!

Professional lawn 
ser vice:  Fer t i l iza-
tion, weed control, 
seeding,  aerat ion 
&  m o s q u i to  c o n-
t ro l .  Ca l l  now for 
a  f ree quote .  A sk 
about our first ap-
pl icat ion special ! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 6 0 6 - 6 7 7 7
MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G e n e ra c  H o m e 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It ’s not 
j u s t  a  g e n e ra to r. 

It ’s a power move.
E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c leaning forever ! 
LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFil ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & 
Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936
Bath & shower up-
date s  in  as  l i t t l e 
as  1  day !  A f f o rd -
a b l e  p r i c e s  -  N o 
p a y m e n t s  f o r  1 8 
months!  L i fet ime 
w a r r a n t y  &  p r o -
fessional instal ls . 
Senior  & mi l i tar y 
d i s c o u n t s  a v a i l -
able. 1-877-543-9189
B e c o m e  a  p u b -
l ished author.  We 
want to read your 
b o o k !  D o r r a n c e 
Publishing trusted 
s i n c e  1 9 2 0 .  C o n-
sultation, produc-
t ion,  promotion & 

d is t r ibu t ion .  C a l l 
f o r  f re e  au t h o r ’s 
g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7-7 2 9 -
4998 or visi t  dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads
S a f e  S t e p .  N o r t h 
America’s #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehen-
sive l i fe t ime war-
rant y.  Top - of- the-
line installation and 
service. Now featur-
ing our free shower 
pack age & $1600 
off -  l imited time! 
F i n a n c i n g  a v a i l -
able. 1-855-417-1306
We s le y  F inanc ia l 
Group,  LLC  T ime -
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t sO ve r 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 
t imeshare debt  & 
fees cancel led in 
2019. Get free info 
p a c k a g e  &  l e a r n 
how to  ge t  r id  o f 
y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971
DIRECT V Stream - 

C a r r i e s  t h e  m o s t 
local MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$ 8 9. 9 9 / m o  f o r  12 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
HBO Max included 
for 3 mos (w/Choice 
Package or higher.) 
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call 
IVS 1-866-859-0405
Replace your roof 
w/the best looking 
& longest  las t ing 
material steel from 
Er ie  Me ta l  Roof s! 
3  s t y l e s  &  m u l -
t iple colors avail-
ab le .  Guarante e d 
to last  a l i fe t ime! 
L i m i te d  T i m e  O f-
fer  up to  50% of f 
install + Addition-
a l  10% o f f  ins ta l l 
(military, health & 
1 s t  r e s p o n d e r s . ) 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 7 0 - 1 2 3 4
Ja c u z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install a 
new, custom bath or 
shower in as little 

as one day.  For a 
limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation 
costs! (Addit ional 
terms apply.  Sub-
ject to change and 
vary by dealer.) Of-
fer  ends 8/25/24 . 
Call 1-844-501-3208
Don’t let the stairs 
limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on 
the stairs, is con-

cerned about a fall 
or wants to regain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r 
ent i re  home.  Cal l 
AmeriGlide today! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5
H o m e  b r e a k - i n s 
take less than 60 
s e c o n d s .  D o n ’ t 
wait! Protect your 
family, your home, 
y o u r  a s s e t s  n o w 
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951
MobileHelp Ameri-

ca’s premier mobile 

medical aler t sys-

tem. Whether you’re 

home or away. For 

safety & peace of 

mind. No long term 

c o n t r a c t s !  F r e e 

b r o c h u r e !  C a l l 

1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

Job Finder August:
Organized?  Friendly?  Reliable?  River Garden is currently seeking two (2) 
Admin. Assistants for our Admissions and Social Services departments.  
Nursing or medical office experience preferred.  Knowledge of PCC, EPIC, 
Microsoft Office valued. Contact humanresources@rivergarden.org.

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details  AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL 
#CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, 
NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

in touch on senior issues affecting the 
communities in which they live.”

Meetings are held the third Thursday 
of every other month from 1:30 p.m. 
to 2:30 p.m. and conducted virtually 
using the Zoom platform.

For more information about how 
to become an ElderSource Advisory 
Council member, call (904) 391-6690 
or email Sherry.Holmes@MyElder-
Source.org.

ElderSource is a state designated Area 
Agency on Aging and Aging and Dis-
ability Resource Center funded in part 
by state and federal grants, foundation 
grants and private donations. It reach-
es out to more than 12,000 people 
each year throughout its seven county 
service area in northeast Florida.

Out of the Darkness community walk 
scheduled
Suicide is a leading cause of death in 
the United States and the 12th leading 
cause of death in Florida, yet suicide 
can be prevented. Volunteers from 
Jacksonville are joining thousands of 
people who are gathering this season 
in towns across the United States to 
promote suicide prevention.

The annual Jacksonville Out of the 
Darkness Community Walk, hosted by 
the American Foundation for Suicide 
Prevention North Florida Chapter 
North Florida | AFSP will be held on 
Oct. 26 at 9 a.m. at the Jacksonville 
Seawalk Pavilion.

This gathering will support the Ameri-
can Foundation for Suicide Preven-
tion’s education, research and support 

for survivors of suicide loss. In addi-
tion to raising awareness and funds to 
fight suicide, the walks give those who 
attend a chance to connect with oth-
ers, whether they walk in memory or 
in support of a loved one or in honor 
of their own mental health journey.

“Suicide touches one in five American 
families. We hope that by connect-
ing with one another, we will draw 
attention to this issue and keep other 
families from experiencing a suicide 
loss. Our goal is to save lives and bring 
hope to those affected by suicide,” 
said Wendy Thompson, AFSP North 
Florida area director. “The walk is also 
a space of healing and a place to have 
honest conversations about mental 
health. The more we openly and di-
rectly talk about suicide, the more we 
can help to prevent it.”

Explore the campaign and what more 
you can do during September and be-
yond to make a difference by joining 
a local AFSP chapter, learning more 
about suicide, and advocating for leg-
islation supporting prevention. Visit 
https://afsp.org/ for more information 
or to donate or join this event.

Market equalizes between buyers and 
sellers
It appears that the Northeast Florida 
housing market is slowing to what 
is expected in a rising interest rate 
environment. Although the median 
price of single-family homes rose 1.3 
percent over the region to $405,000, 
other factors indicate that the market 
has stabilized and that interest rates 
that hover around 7 percent may be 
finally catching up with buyers.

Throughout the region, housing 

inventory increased more than 31 
percent to 7,764 homes, a 4.1-month 
supply and the highest since January 
2019. And other market statistics are 
not what we usually see in the month 
of June. Closed sales usually go up, 
not down, yet in Northeast Florida 
for single-family homes, closed sales 
declined nearly 11 percent to 1,907. 
Similarly, pending sales usually go 
up and not down in June, yet pend-
ing sales last month plummeted 35 
percent to 1,261 homes.

“The Northeast Florida real estate 
market is back to a stabilized level 
between sellers and buyers,” said 2024 
NEFAR President Rory Dubin. “Days 
on market climbed by almost two 
weeks from last month to 39 days, 
pending sales dropped significantly as 
well as new listings. Months of supply 
is now up to four months as active 
inventory climbed towards 7,800 list-
ings,” he continued.

Meanwhile, the region’s Home Afford-
ability Index remained the same as in 
May with June registering at 63. The 
Home Affordability Index measures 
housing affordability for the region. 
In other words, it measures whether a 
typical family earns enough to qualify 

for a mortgage on a typical home, 
based on current interest rates, median 
income, and median home prices. A 
higher number means greater afford-
ability. This index measures affordabil-
ity factors for all homebuyers making 
a 20 percent down payment. An index 
of 100 is defined as the point where a 
median-income family has the exact 
amount of income needed to purchase 
a median-priced existing home. An 
index value over 100 means that the 
family has more than enough income, 
while a value below 100 means that a 
family doesn’t have enough income to 
qualify for a mortgage loan. 

In St. Johns County, June 2024 
median prices increased 2.6 percent 
to $579,900 for single-family homes. 
The median days on the market 
increased 20.2 percent to 51. Month-
to-month, closed sales dropped 9.6 
percent to 573, pending sales catapult-
ed down 39.2 percent to 333, and new 
listings fell 2.5 percent to 835. Active 
inventory climbed 13 percent to 2,298 
homes, a four-month supply. The 
Home Affordability Index dropped to 
44, indicating that it is very expensive 
to live in St. Johns County. 

Briefs from pg. 18

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.
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׀August 10   September 14 ׀ October 12

$5.00 off
any purchase of $25 or more

Beer
& Wine

Available

Willie Jewell’s Old School Bar-B-Q
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 8/31/2024.

No cash value. Dine-In and Take-Out only. One coupon per Customer.

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH, UBER EATS, AND GRUB HUB!

Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

I know summer is far from over, but Au-
gust still seems like an end of one sum-
mer at least. Kids go back to school and 
that means a lot of routines go back to 
normal. The traffic is more predictable 
in the morning and there’s fewer people 
on the water during the week. It also 
gets people settled to staying around the 
house for a bit since the busy summer 
travel season comes to a close. I found 
myself doing a good bit of traveling this 
summer to fish familiar but very differ-
ent waters down south. How special it is 
to actually have clear water and be able 
to just watch fish. I’ve said it before, and 
I’ll say it again — fishing different areas 
will make you a better angler. Under-
standing why fish are in a spot and not 
just knowing a spot is huge. So, if you 
didn’t or don’t make the point of fishing 
somewhere new, I’d highly recommend 
it. 

Since we’re settling back into being 
around the house more this is what the 
river’s got to offer. Shrimp were very 
slow to show, but they will be bigger 
and more plentiful. Docks and bridges 
are great places to try them. It’s still hot, 

so shade is a good thing. Trout should 
still be around our area, but you might 
have to go north if we get a decent 
amount of rain. They are one of the few 
summer residents that like a little more 
salt. Flounder should also be picking up 
around structure and drop offs. Re-
member that if one flounder likes a spot 
there’s a pretty good chance that others 
will as well.

I will also be watching the surf this 
month for tarpon and the beginning of 
our fall mullet run. If we get any strong 
east or northeast winds it can get the 
mullet started, especially as it gets closer 
to September. 

I also want to put a little PSA out there 
since unfortunately it is algae bloom 
season. Doctors Lake has been bad the 
last few years and there’s always a chance 
in our area. If you see algae in the water, 
it’s best to avoid it since there’s no way 
of knowing if the toxins they produce 
are present or not. You can also report 
any blooms you observe to the Florida 
Department of Environmental Protec-
tion. Let’s hope for the best. Tight lines. 

Photo courtesy Chris Thompson
The 12u Julington Creek Diamond King Elite team won the 2024 Cal Ripken Flor-
ida State Championship on June 30 at Jax Beach. Their record was 5 – 0 and they 
outscored opponents 58 – 13. This is the age group’s fifth state championship at 
Julington Creek since they were playing allstars at five years old. Pictured are Parker 
Karvonen, Gavin Ramigio, Tyler North, Johnny Degrado, Zach Childers, Piercen 
Rumble, Mark Thompson, Jaxson Sotomayor, Cadyn Hacker, Will Campbell, Paul 
Fleischer, Brantlee Mullins and Tyson Jordan. The manager is Chris Thompson and 
coaches are David Mullins and Travis Jordan. 

Team wins fifth Florida state 

championship since 6u
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3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Keep the barbecue 

fired up

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Backyard barbecues remain popular 
even when the summer slowly begins 
to wind down. Though traditional fa-
vorites like hamburgers and hot dogs 
always have a place at the table, grill-
ing aficionados may be on the lookout 
for new recipes to test their skills.

“Buttermilk Chicken Kebabs” from 
“Casablanca: My Moroccan Food” 
(Firefly Books) by Nargisse Benkab-
bou does not disappoint. Even though 
buttermilk is not a traditional Moroc-
can ingredient, the author uses it to 
tenderize the chicken and make these 
kebabs even more mouthwatering 
with an added hint of tang. These 
smoky skewers can be enjoyed on 
their own, or cooked and added to 
salads or served on flatbreads.

Buttermilk Chicken Kebabs
Serves 4 as a starter
½ cup buttermilk
½ cup fresh cilantro, finely chopped
3 garlic cloves, peeled and chopped
2 tbsp. lemon juice
2 tbsp. olive oil
1 tbsp. clear honey
1 tsp. ground turmeric
1 tsp. ground ginger
1 tsp. ground cumin
½ tsp. salt, or more to taste
½ tsp. ground black pepper
1 lb., 2 oz. boneless, skinless chicken 

thighs or breasts, cut into bite-sized 
chunks

Place all of the ingredients, except the 
chicken, in a large bowl and stir to 
combine. Add the chicken and turn 
to coat with the marinade. Cover with 
the plastic wrap and leave to marinate 
in the fridge for 2 to 12 hours.

When ready to serve, thread the piec-
es of chicken onto skewers. Preheat a 
barbecue or heat a griddle or skillet 
over high heat. Place the skewers on 
your barbecue or skillet and cook 
for 5 minutes on each side, turning 
every now and then, until golden on 
all sides and cooked through. Serve 
immediately.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Buttermilk Chicken Kebabs

GardeningGardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Heat and storms, and flowers

We’ve seen the first major storm of the 
season, Beryl, and it has been disastrous 
for our neighbors in the Caribbean, 
Mexico, and parts of coastal Texas. Do-
ing our best to prepare for such an event 
is important, so please check out our 
city’s website if you need more informa-
tion: https://www.jaxready.com/. Mean-
while, we have high temperatures and 
associated stormy weather conditions 
that we also need to be prepared for.

After the extended dry period from May 
into June, thankfully lawns that were 
looking brown have greened up again. In 
my front yard, lance leaf coreopsis (Co-
reopsis lanceolata) is looking healthy and 
its new flush of bright yellow daisy-like 
flowers are attracting small pollinators. 
The wild petunias (Ruellia caroliniana) 
that were suffering from lack of rain have 
also begun flowering again, and I’m glad 
to see butterfly weed (Asclepias tuberosa) 
is blooming.

It’s not an easy thing to have flowers 
in bloom throughout the year. When I 
look around my neighborhood in the 
first week of July, I see white gaura, or 
whirling butterflies (Gaura lindheimeri), 
sunflowers (Helianthus spp.), blue daze 
(Evolvulus glomeratus), tall red pen-
tas (Pentas lanceolata), butterfly weed 
(Asclepias tuberosa), African iris (Dietes 
iridioides), tropical red salvia (Salvia 
coccinea), soap aloe (Aloe maculata), 
firebush (Hamelia patens), and purple 
passionflower (Passiflora incarnata), 
which are all either native or considered 
“Florida Friendly.” 

For an easily used App from the UF/
IFAS Florida-Friendly Landscaping 
Program website, visit https://ffl.ifas.ufl.
edu/resources/apps/butterfly-gardens/. 
I’ve been looking at it on my laptop, 
but it can be used on phones and tablets 
too. You can find a list of plants suited 
to a butterfly garden, and for each plant 

you can see its flowering time, as well as 
information on how and where it will 
grow best. To make full use of the App 
requires making an account to personal-
ize a garden design and plant list, but 
simply accessing information on butter-
flies and plants doesn’t. 

As well as being useful for butterflies, 
bees, and other insects, having flowers in 
your garden that bloom throughout the 
year makes for a prettier yard, which is 
something many of us aspire to. I don’t 
always achieve that, so anything that 
clues me in to what might bloom in 
mid-summer, for instance, when condi-
tions are difficult, is welcome! I can also 
recommend the Xerces Society for native 
plant recommendations: https://tinyurl.
com/bdz9jwtn. Here you will find 
bloom times for each plant and informa-
tion on what insects they attract, as well 
as other factors you need to choose the 
right plant for the right place.

If you are a gardener who enjoys propa-
gating your own plants, whatever they 
may be, you will have bags of potting 
soil and maybe amendments like ver-
miculite and perlite with which to adjust 
the texture and water-holding ability of 
that potting soil. Please pay attention 
to how you deal with using and mix-
ing those products. When they become 
dry and dusty they can be easily blown 
around and, if inhaled, can be danger-
ous. At best they are irritants and in the 
worst case they could cause a serious 
lung infection which is difficult to treat, 
MAC lung disease, so be aware and use 
a well-fitting N95 mask if you work in 
an enclosed space. Perlite and vermicu-
lite can irritate the eyes, so safety glasses 
would be helpful. And wear gloves — 
which is a recommendation on all bags 
of potting soil — just in case you have 
any small cuts and scrapes. 
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Coming in September!

Call or email for 
advertising opportunities! 
Linda Gay  |  904.607.6052

Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

Guide

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Naples, Italy: Don’t miss this 
underrated cityTravelTravel

Naples, Italy, often seems to be 
snubbed, overlooked, or underrated. 
Most travelers use it as a base for tours 
to Pompeii or the picturesque villages 
clinging to the Amalfi Coast. Still, 
they need to explore the city’s charms. 
During my visit, I saw and highly 
recommend Pompeii and the Amalfi 
Coast, but I am so thankful I added 
three wonderful days in the city. Hon-
estly, I wish I had stayed longer. 

The Naples Archeological Museum 
ranks as one of the grandest in the 
world. Begun as a palace when Naples 
had kings, it expanded to host a trea-
sure trove of priceless ancient artifacts, 
sculptures, artworks, and furnish-
ings. I marveled at the beauty of 
2,000-year-old mosaic floors, jewelry, 
and vases in the building that still feels 
like a palace.  

When the excavations at Pompeii 
began in the 1700s, the king ordered 
all the best discoveries sent to him. 
So, when you visit the ruins, you’ll 
see primarily replicas of the artworks 
that graced the mountain town. The 
originals are kept safe in the Naples 
Archeological Museum, including the 
famous erotic art in the Secret Room. 
You’ll want to see these authentic 
gems. In addition, the museum houses 
the fabulous Farnese Collection, a dis-
play of behemoth statues that stood in 
Rome’s Baths of Caracalla. I felt tiny 

next to these giants.   

Like all Italian cities and towns, Na-
ples contains many ornate churches. 
But a smaller private chapel surpassed 
the golden icons. The Cappella San-
severo is home to the stunning Veiled 
Christ carved in 1753. A life-sized 
marble statue of Christ crucified lies 
on a pillow topped with a flowing, 
translucent shroud. It’s made from 
one solid block of Carrara marble 
and mesmerizes all. You wonder if 
it’s magical as you peer through the 
stone. This work is considered one of 
the most extraordinary sculptures on 
earth. 

Within a few yards stands another 
staggering piece: The Release from 
Deception. Fishing nets surround the 
figures again carved from solid marble. 
The tangled netting is so intricate it 
defines reality. Don’t miss the San-
severo Chapel. 

The famous artist Caravaggio, known 
for his use of dramatic light, escaped 
Rome for Naples after supposedly 
murdering a man. In 1607, Caravag-
gio painted the fascinating Seven 
Works of Mercy above the main altar 
in the Misericordia Church, where 
you can still see it. This masterpiece 
depicts the seven virtues, some say, to 
atone for himself. Sadly, the artist was 
killed returning to Rome, where he 

was to be pardoned. Caravaggio died 
at age 37 and left few masterworks, so 
grab the opportunity.  

As you wander through Naples’s tiny, 
crowded alleyways, you’ll see local ar-
tisans carving cameos and presepi. Pre-
sepi are miniature to life-size keepsake 
nativity figures by expert craftsmen. 
You’ll also find less expensive presepi 
dressed as villagers in traditional cos-
tumes, some incorporating movement. 
A new, kitschy form of presepi are pop 
entertainers or sports figures. 

Naples’s history includes ancient Ro-
man remains now beneath the streets, 
and several tours take visitors below. 
The city also boasts three funiculars 
to whisk folks up the hill for fantastic 
harbor views.   

Remember that pizza originated in 
Naples? When hungry from exploring 
the walkable historic district, be sure 
to enjoy the yummy thick-crust pie; 
however, my favorite meal came from 
the Seafront Pasta Bar. Here, a team 
of chefs prepares mouthwatering fresh 
pasta dishes in front of diners sitting 
at a bar. So delicious and better than 
the Food Network.

Some will call Naples gritty, but it 
has jewels. I missed the Opera House, 
Castle, Royal Palace, and Hanging 
Gardens because I needed more time! 

If you go, I recommend Rick Steves’ 
Guidebook.

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read 
more of local travel writer Debi 
Lander’s stories and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Crowded alley.


