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County’s regional park plan 
to begin in 2024
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By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

In an effort to promote community 
health and well-being this summer, 
the St. Johns County School Dis-
trict will again open its high school 
facilities to the public on select 
Wednesday evenings throughout the 
summer. Outdoor facilities at Allen 
D. Nease, Bartram Trail, Beachside, 
Creekside, Pedro Menendez, Ponte 
Vedra, St. Augustine and Tocoi 
Creek high schools will be open the 
following dates and times.

Wednesday, June 5, 5  p.m. – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, June 12, 5  p.m. – 7 
p.m.

Wednesday, June 19, 5  p.m. – 7 
p.m.

Wednesday, June 26, 5  p.m. – 7 

High school 
facilities open 
to public 

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Photo courtesy Anne Soracco

Girls on the Run team members from Julington Creek Elementary.

Facilities open cont. on pg. 13

Hometown Conservative

Paid for by Roy Alaimo, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On April 2, 2024, the St. Johns County 
Board of County Commissioners unani-
mously authorized the county adminis-
trator to move forward with an estimat-
ed $123 million plan to construct five 
regional parks and community centers. 
The presented plan was modified to in-
clude the consideration of a full-service 
library in Nocatee, considering the vast 
needs of the community of 32,000 resi-
dents. The approved plan also includes 
library hubs in the central (Shearwater) 
community park and northwest (Green-
briar) park.

County Administrator Joy Andrews and 
her staff will assemble a financing team 
to present a financing package back to 
the Board of County Commissioners for 
consideration at a future meeting date. 

By Anne Soracco
mail@floridanewsline.com 

Students from Julington Creek Elemen-
tary participated in the Girls on the Run 
of Northeast Florida’s 5K on Satur-
day, May 4 at the University of North 
Florida. All the girls from the school’s 
two teams have been participating in 
the program since February. Girls on the 
Run employs research-based lessons uti-
lizing dynamic discussions and engaging 
running games to impart critical life 
skills. The season culminated in the cel-
ebratory 5K event that united families, 
friends, and community members in 
honoring the girls’ growth and achieve-
ments throughout the season.

Girls on the Run season culminates in celebratory 5K

Girls on the Run cont. on pg. 2

New parks cont. on pg. 2
Photo courtesy St. Johns County

Rendering of proposed Northwest Community Park.
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Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com

New parks  cont. from pg. 1

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play

Multiple locations

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program

With this regional park plan combined 
with previous financial commitments 
to parks, St. Johns County will have a 
five-year investment of more than $200 
million into county-wide parks and 
recreation facilities to support an array 
of programs and services.

Construction of the five-park campus 
project is expected to begin in 2024 and 
be completed by the end of 2026.

Ryan Kane, director of parks and rec-
reation, shared that this regional plan 
is guided by the county’s master plan 
initiative from December 2022 to April 
2023 that engaged the public and com-
munity partners to identify needs and 
locations of future parks in St. Johns 
County.

A summary of the five park campus 
projects includes:

Northeast Community Park ($43 mil-
lion): Fields for baseball, softball, and 
multipurpose uses, pickleball and sand 
volleyball courts, splash pad, picnic 
pavilions, and a community center with 
indoor space to support the Supervisor 
of Elections and a full-service Public 
Library branch.

Central Sportsplex ($42 million): Five 
multipurpose fields with synthetic turf 
fields, three natural grass multipurpose 
fields, areas designated for tailgating, 
ticketing and food trucks, and grand-
stands with a press box.

Central Community Park ($13 million): 
Indoor space for recreational programs 
and to support the Supervisor of Elec-
tions and St. Johns County Public 
Library System services, courts for pick-
leball and basketball, a recreational field, 
a splash pad, and two playgrounds.

Northwest Community Park ($22.4 

million): Fields for baseball and softball, 
courts for pickleball and sand volleyball, 
a community center with a designated 
area for library services, and picnic 
pavilions.

Davis Park Turf Fields ($3 million): 
Conversion of softball fields to baseball 
and to turf fields, and additional parking 
amenities.

St. Johns County budget director Jesse 
Dunn said, “It is important to note that 
no property taxes will be used to pay the 
cost of construction of these parks. In-
stead we will look to use a combination 
of existing accumulated impact fees paid 
by developments and a debt issuance to 
fund a Commission-approved program. 
St. Johns County has solid credit ratings 
of Moody’s Aaa and S&P AA+. We 
will service the debt using impact fees, 
tourism tax dollars, and recurring State 
remitted revenue.”

Since its inception in 2004, Girls on the 
Run of Northeast Florida has positively 
impacted more than 34,000 girls. This 
spring season alone, the program boast-
ed 72 teams, serving girls across multiple 
counties including Alachua, Bradford, 
Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Marion, 
Nassau, Putnam, St. Johns, Union, and 

Volusia. Julington Creek Elementary’s 
students have been participating in the 
Girls on the Run program for more than 
17 years and this year had more than 35 
girls participate. The program relies on 
volunteer coaches from the school and 
community, and has students participate 
from other area schools that don’t have 
Girls on the Run Teams.

Girls on the Run cont. from pg. 1
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

FFBBFF Meet Grace!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

Breed: 

Mixed breed rescue dog

Favorite Activity: 

Running zoomies in the backyard.

Favorite Treat:

 Ice cream

Favorite Friend: 

Her human dad

How did your BFF get her name? 

Because she is full of Grace.
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PG 14

Commemorating the adoption 
of the flag of the United States 
on June 14, 1777 by resolution 

of the Second Continental 
Congress

Don’t miss our July issue!
Deadline 6/18/24

A. father  B. mentor  C. parent  D. celebrate

3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

4
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activities 
for seniors on Monday, Wednesday and 
Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in 
Orangedale. Cards, crafts and games start 
each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exer-
cise, Bunco and Bingo among the additional 
activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day. 
Contact Program Coordinator Myra Fisher at 
(904) 209-3658 or mfisher@coasjc.org for 
more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming 
(with all items donated to charity) meets 
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at 
Maple Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race 
Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s 
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email 
playinghookie2022@gmail.com for more 
information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the 
game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot” on Wednes-
days. If you are interested in joining, please 
call (904) 230-6962 and leave a message.

2nd: CommUnity Potluck will be held 
on June 2 at 11:30 a.m. at Unity 

Church for Creative Living, 2777 Race Track 
Road. Bring your favorite dish to share and 
enjoy food, conversation and fellowship. 
There is no cost. Call (904) 287-1505 or 
email UCCLoffice2777@gmail.com for more 
information.

2nd: Native American Flute Playshop 
at 12:30 p.m. on June 2 at Unity 

Church for Creative Living, 2777 Race Track 
Road. The cost is $20 at the door. Call (904) 
287-1505 or email UCCLoffice2777@gmail.
com for more information.

2nd: The St. Augustine Film Society 
presents “Run Lola, Run” on June 2 

at 7 p.m. at Temple Bet Yam, 2055 Wildwood 
Drive in St. Augustine. In this visually and 
conceptually stunning action film, a two-bit 
criminal leaves a bag of money on a sub-
way. He calls his girlfriend Lola to help him 

recover the money in the next 20 minutes 
and the film follows several different but 
similar paths to the ending based on small 
differences in the sequence of events. Email 
staugustinefilmsociety@gmail.com for more 
information.

4th: Happy Hookers crochet group will 
meet at the Bartram Trail Branch 

Library on June 4 from 5:30 p.m. – 6:45 p.m. 
The group crochets or knits blankets for 
cancer patients at area hospitals. All skill 
levels are welcome. Visit www.sjcpls.org or 
call (904) 827-6960.

4th: Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet 
on Tuesday, June 4 at 6:30 p.m. at 

Mandarin Presbyterian Church’s Loretto 
Road Campus in the Kids Space at 2501 
Loretto Road. A hand quilting tutorial with 
guild member Jill Voetsch will be featured. 
Wearing masks is optional. New members/
guests welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org 
for more informatiosn.

5th: Widow to Widow, support group 
for widows by widows is held at 

Council on Aging (COA) River House, 179 Ma-
rine Street in St. Augustine on Wednesdays 
beginning June 5 from 11:45 a.m. – 12:45 p.m. 
Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – Thursday) or 
email tharris@coasjc.org for more informa-
tion. 

6th: Open Game Play at Council on Ag-
ing (COA) River House, 179 Marine 

Street in St. Augustine. Bring your deck of 
cards or board game (there are also games 
available at River House) and socialize over 
a friendly game of your choosing every 
Thursday beginning June 6 from 12:15 p.m. 
– 3:15 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655 (Monday – 
Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.org for 
more information.

8th: The Friends of Alpine Park meets 
the second Saturday of each 

month (this month, June 8) at 11 a.m. at the 
Harris-Bennett Farmhouse in Alpine Groves 

Park, 2060 State Road 13. Docents will con-
duct tours of the historic farmhouse from 12 
p.m. – 2 p.m. As always, the public is invited. 
Email friendsofalpinepark@gmail.com for 
more information.

8th: The Bartram Trail Genealogy Club 
meets the second Saturday of each 

month (this month, June 8) from 2 p.m. – 4 
p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch Library. The 
topic for the meeting is “Evaluating sources 
and using Genealogy Proof Standard.” Email 
ginglish@comcast.net for more information. 
Visit www.facebook.com/groups/BTGen-
ClubGroup to send a request to join the club.

8th: Teen Financial Literacy Workshop 
will be held at the Bartram Trail 

Branch Library on June 8 from 10 a.m. – 3 
p.m. The subjects covered will include 
careers, spending, saving and investing, 
managing debt and protecting your assets. 
Instructors are from the Jacksonville Chap-
ter of the Florida Institute of Public Accoun-
tants. Lunch is provided by our Friends of 
the Library. Registration required; call (904) 
827-6960.

10th: The Northwest St. Johns County 
United for Progress Club will 

welcome Dan Van Tice of Equality Florida 
as guest speaker on Monday, June 10 at 6:30 
p.m. Equality Florida advocates for the civil 
rights and protections for lesbian, gay, bi-
sexual and transgender residents of Florida. 
For more information, visit www.nwstjohn-
sup.com or email nwsjcp@gmail.com. 

15th: Second Saturday Adult Book 
Club will meet at the Bartram Trail 

Branch Library at 10 a.m. on June 15 to dis-
cuss “Mad Honey” by Jodi Picoult. Registra-
tion is required; email draasch@sjcfl.us.

17th: The All Star Quilters Guild will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. for socializing 

prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, June 
17 at First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose 
Blvd.  Victoria Rondeau of “I Sew Desire 

Quilts” will talk all about batting. Sew and 
Tell is always a feature. Guests are wel-
come. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for more 
information.

20th: William Bartram Scenic 
Highway Group will meet on 

Thursday, June 20 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at 
Westminster Woods, Gathering Place Room. 
Join the discussion to keep NW St. Johns 
County Scenic and Historic and preserve 
the State Road 13 Scenic Highway. Virtual 
meeting access is available; contact alab-
bat@comcast.net or call (904) 699-8475.

22nd: St. Johns Farmers Market will 
be held the fourth Saturday of 

each month (this month, June 22) from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. at Celebration Lutheran Church, 
810 Roberts Road in St. Johns. The market 
includes fresh produce, food trucks and 
assorted venders. Call the church at (904) 
230-2496 for more information.

22nd: Dress a Girl Around the World 
at the Bartram Trail Branch 

Library will be held on Saturday, June 22 at 
10 a.m. Learn to make dresses and shorts 
for girls around the world. You can pick up a 
kit to create at home, or turn in dresses you 
created to the Bartram Trail Branch. We also 
accept fabric and notion donations. Call the 
library at (904) 827-6960 for more informa-
tion.

26th: US Navy Band Woodwind Quin-
tet will perform at the Bartram 

Trail Library on June 26 from 3 p.m. – 4 p.m. 
This event is sponsored by the Bartram 
Trail Friends of the Library as part of the 
Adventure Begins at Your Library Summer 
Reading 2024 program. Contact Jbartley@
sjcfl.us  with any questions.

What’s Happening in St. JohnsWhat’s Happening in St. JohnsJuneJune Community Calendar

Fighting For St. Johns
Protected Our Beaches
Never Raised Taxes
Slowed the Growth

Led Effort for 4 New Regional Parks
Increased Infrastructure
Held Developers Accountable

Paid by Christian Whitehurst, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

Paid by Jim Priester, Republican, for Sheriff.

Meet Jim
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Q A& Q&A with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit 
Court and Comptroller Brandon Patty

Q. We heard you’re being deployed by 
the Navy. Can you expand on why and 
how? Was it voluntary? When will you 
return?

A. Yes, in early December I was notified 
by the Navy that I was being involun-
tarily mobilized in support of overseas 
contingency operations. While I was 
eligible for worldwide assignment, the 
call was a surprise especially as I thought 
they were calling about an overdue travel 
voucher! Nonetheless, having my name 
called to serve overseas in uniform is an 
absolute honor and privilege. My orders 
began in late May and are scheduled to 
run through the end of the year.

Q. Have you notified the office? How 
was the response? 

A. In early May, I called an all hands 
meeting and informed the team of my 
impending deployment and plans for 
moving forward. I wanted them to hear 
the official news from me first versus 
from others. It was definitely a shock to 
the office, though we have all quickly 
rallied around and are working through 
the challenge. I am really humbled at the 
support staff has extended and am very 
proud to work alongside such a dedicated 
group of public servants.

Q. How will this impact your office as 
clerk and comptroller? 

A. Per Florida Statutes, I have requested 

a leave of absence from the governor 
and have appointed a designee to fulfill 
my responsibilities. My senior leader-
ship team is second to none, and they 
will continue managing their portfolios 
and divisions while our deputy clerks 
continue to excel and provide world-class 
customer service across our court and 
county functions. By and large for resi-
dents and stakeholders, our high-quality 
support will continue without fail.

Q. Any message you would like to 
provide to our readers?

A. Serving as your clerk and comptrol-
ler is the honor of a lifetime and, while I 
will be serving you in a different capacity, 
I want you to know that our office will 
continue operating at the highest levels. 
We will continue protecting taxpayer dol-
lars, enhancing services across the board, 
and seeking opportunities to make your 
interactions with us easier than before. I 
cannot wait to rejoin the office upon my 
return and continue serving you in this 
important role. In the meantime, please 
do not hesitate to contact me or our 
office with any questions or concerns. 
Thank you! 

Q. What is the best way for residents to 
contact you? 

A. Residents can call my office at (904) 
819-3601. A lot of questions can be 
answered by visiting our website, www.
stjohnsclerk.com.
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Advertise in The CreekLine!
Call Linda Gay today!

904-607-5062

Q A& with St. Johns County School Board 
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Q A& with St. Johns County Supervisor  
of Elections Vicky Oakes

Led the effort to protect and restore our 42 miles of beaches 
Initiated the re-establishment of our LAMP Committee 
Directly involved in conservation land negotiations and acquisitions around
the entire state, totaling 1.25 million acres, including 60,000 acres in St.
Johns: Guana River Preserve, Twelve Mile Swamp, Deep Creek, Moses
Creek, and Matanzas State Forest

Protect St. Johns

Henry Dean’s Conservation Record

Led the effort to restore 200,000 acres
of the headwaters of the St Johns River
as part of the St. Johns River Upper
Basin Restoration Project
Directly involved in the acquisition of
700,000 acres of riverine floodplain
along the entire St. Johns River and its
major tributaries

Paid by Henry Dean, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission.

COMMUNITY  
LEADER 

Combat Veteran  

Dedicated Sheriff  

Husband & Father   

“I’m humbled to ask for  
your vote on August 20th  
so that I can continue to  
serve our community with 
integrity and honor.” 

- Sheriff Rob Hardwick
    ST. JOHNS COUNTY

Paid for by Rob Hardwick, Republican,  
for St. Johns County Sheriff 

Q: What is the latest on the River-

Town K-8 school?

A: We are really pleased because we are 
making good progress on this school. 

Tomorrow [May 16], weather permit-
ting, walls will be raised which should 
get the community excited. I do receive a 
lot of questions about the zoning for this 
new school, which is slated to open in 
Fall 2025. It will not hold all of the K-8 
students that are in RiverTown. Recall 
that the plan all along has been to build 
this school as a transitional K-8 school, 
until there are enough elementary stu-
dents in RiverTown to build an elemen-
tary school. At that time, the K-8 school 
will become a middle school. Ultimately, 
we expect to have two elementary schools 
and one middle school in RiverTown.

Q: When will the zoning for this new 
school be determined?

A: The zoning discussion will likely 
begin in September of this year as we 
need to have it fully zoned by the end of 
November. There will be lots of oppor-
tunity for public input throughout the 
process.

Q: Do you have an update on the 
proposed Shearwater K-8 and Nocatee 
K-8, which are scheduled to open in 
Fall 2026?

A: Both of these construction contracts 
are out for bid, with the bid period 
scheduled to close on May 29.

Q: Do you have any thoughts on the 
end of this school year?

A: By the time you read this, school will 
be out for the summer. We had a won-
derful school year and are so grateful 
for our parents and their support. We 
couldn’t be more proud of our students. 
Our students have earned millions and 
millions of dollars in scholarships this 
year; our kids have excelled as always. 
Many have also excelled in our career 
academies and already have jobs lined 
up for after graduation. This year we 
have more students enlisting in the 
military and being accepted to military 
academies. We are quite proud of all of 
our students.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 1?

A: Superintendent Tim Forson has 
named Jessica McCool as the new 
principal at Cunningham Creek El-
ementary, to replace Katie O’Connell 

who has moved on to be the principal of 
Trout Creek Academy. Many thanks to 
Bethany Mitidieri who served as interim 
principal. Jessica McCool has most 
recently served as assistant principal at 
Liberty Pines Academy.

We are pleased that we were able to hire 
100 new teachers at our teacher recruit-
ment fair in late April. We are looking 
good in all categories for next year, but 
still have a need for paraprofessionals for 
our special needs classes. Interested par-
ties can visit our website (www.stjohns.
k12.fl.us/jobs/) to apply.

Finally, if you know anyone who is mov-
ing to the area with new students for 
next year, please encourage them to go 
to our website (www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/
families)  as soon as possible and enroll 
their students, particularly any new 
kindergarteners, for next year.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at 
(904) 547-7510.

Q: The Aug. 20 Primary Election is 
fast approaching. What is up next for 
the Elections Office?

A: The focus in June is Candidate 
Qualifying. Candidate qualifying will 
take place from noon, June 10, to noon, 
June 14. Under Florida Statute, qualify-
ing papers began being accepted May 
28, 2024.

Q: Have any offices qualified already?

A: Yes. The first qualifying period in 
2024 was open from April 22 to April 
26 for candidates for Judicial, State At-
torney, Public Defender, U.S. Senator, 
and U.S. Representative offices to file 
with the Florida Division of Elections. 
These candidates do not file with the 
Supervisor of Elections. Information for 
these candidates can be found on the 
Florida Division of Elections website.

Q: What offices qualify with the St. 
Johns County Supervisor of Elections 
Office during the June qualifying 
period?

A: The Elections Office will be qualify-
ing candidates for all county offices, 
special districts, municipalities and com-
munity development districts.

The local offices scheduled for election 
include Sheriff, Tax Collector, Property 
Appraiser, Clerk of Courts, Supervisor 
of Elections, three County Commission-
ers, two School Board Members, and 
many more.

The Florida Division of Elections in Tal-
lahassee will be qualifying candidates for 
State Senator, State Representative, and 
Multi-Special Districts.

Q: Can voters see which candidates 
are qualifying?

A: Yes. As local candidates file, their in-
formation is added into our system and 
posted on our website. This information 

can be found by visiting www.votesjc.
gov and selecting Candidate Informa-
tion, then Candidate List and Reports.

Q: Where can voters see a complete 
list of the local offices up for election 
in 2024?

A: The list of local offices up for election 
in 2024 can be found on our website at 
www.votesjc.gov under Election Dates. 
Closer to the election, this page will 
also feature a link to a Primary Election 
information page that will have impor-
tant dates, early voting locations, and 
information about voting in the Aug. 20 
Primary Election.

Q: Are there any upcoming deadlines 
for the Aug. 20 Primary Election?

A: Yes, the last day to register to vote 
or change your party affiliation for the 
Aug. 20 Primary Election is July 22, 
2024. To register to vote or update your 
information, visit www.votesjc.gov and 
hit the Register to Vote button on the 
home page.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.gov or call me at (904) 823-
2238. The Elections Office is open 
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m. 
– 5 p.m. Our website, www.votesjc.gov 
also has a wealth of information.
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THE REAL CONSERVATIVE FOR ST. JOHNS 
COUNTY IN THE FLORIDA SENATE

TOM LEEK

Endorsed by 
America First Congressman 

Michael Waltz

Endorsed by 
Sheriff Robert Hardwick

“Tom Leek upholds conservative 
values and consistently delivers 

results for the people of Northeast 
Florida. He is a true servant leader 

who respects and protects our 
men and women in uniform, as 

well as their families. There is no 
question in my mind that he will 
continue this important work in 

the state Senate, and as a veteran, 
I am extremely proud to offer him 

my endorsement.”

VoteTomLeek.com

“Florida is the most law enforcement-
friendly state in the nation thanks to 

leaders like Tom Leek. I commend 
him for spearheading initiatives in the 
Florida House of Representatives like 

House Bill 3 in 2022 and thank him 
for all he has done to ensure our 

state supports, recruits, and retains 
the very best men and women into 
this noble profession. I am proud to 
have endorsed his campaign for the 

Florida Senate.”

Voter Registration Information at VoteSJC.gov
Register to vote by July 22nd to be eligible to vote in the 

Tuesday, August 20th Republican Primary

VOTE FOR TOM LEEK 
IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY

FLORIDA STATE SENATE DISTRICT 7

Paid by Tom Leek, Republican, for State Senate
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Guest Column

Q A& with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

CONSERVATIVE 
REPUBLICAN
FOR STATE 
REPRESENTATIVE
IN ST. JOHNS COUNTY

FOR FLORIDA HOUSE

NICK
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DISTRICT 18

L E A R N  M O R E  AT  N I C K P R I M RO S E .C O M

Q: Can you give a refresher on the 
recently passed laws concerning age 
requirements for golf cart operators?

A: Beginning last Oct. 1 and in effect 
today, a person operating a golf cart on 
a public road or street under the age of 
18 must possess a valid driver’s license 
or learner’s permit. (In order to get a 
learner’s permit, you must be at least 15 
years old.) The idea is that the opera-
tor must have some “rules of the road” 
training. If the operator is 18 or older, 
they must possess a valid government 
issued identification or driver’s license. 

Q: Can a person with a learner’s 
permit operate a golf cart without an 
adult?

A: Yes.

Q: What is your message to parents 
who allow underaged children to 
operate a golf cart if they are in an ad-
jacent seat, or perhaps with the child 
on their lap?

A: This is against the law. The law says 
the person operating the golf cart must 
be at least 15 years old with a learner’s 
permit or driver’s license regardless of 
if there is a parent in the golf cart. We 
recommend that children be property 
restrained for safety and so that the 
driver is not distracted. 

Q: What is the fine for a golf cart 
operator who is determined to be 

underage?

A: It would be a non-moving uniform 
traffic citation, and the fine is $166.

Q: Where may golf carts be driven?

A: Let’s talk about golf carts first, then 
low speed vehicles or LSVs. Golf carts 
do not have headlamps or a license plate 
and may not exceed 20 mph. They may 
be driven on certain roadways desig-
nated for golf carts with speed limits of 
30 mph or less. This includes certain 
neighborhoods in Nocatee and Ponte 
Vedra Beach. They may be driven on 
a designated multi-use path, but not a 
bike path or sidewalk. 

Low speed vehicles have headlamps, 
stop lights, windshields, seat belts and 
are registered; they have a license plate. 
Their speed can go up to 25 mph and 
they can only operate on public roads 
and streets with posted speeds of 35 
mph or less. The operator must have a 
valid driver’s license in their possession, 
as with a car. 

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions 
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also, 
our website, www.sjso.org has a wealth 
of resources, from alarm registration to 
Crime Stoppers to our Neighbors app.

By Debi Redding, Director

The Homeless Coalition of St. 
Johns County is a beacon of hope 
for families facing homelessness. 
The coalition provides a lifeline of 
support that includes low-income 
affordable permanent housing along 
with the much-needed wrap-around 
services to create resiliency and self-
sufficiency. With a dedicated focus 
on empowering unhoused families 
to rebuild their lives, the coalition’s 
comprehensive programs and services 
play a crucial role in breaking the 
cycle of homelessness and poverty. 
Parents, with minor children living 
in the household, that are experienc-
ing homelessness often face unique 
challenges that can make it difficult 
to secure stable housing and em-
ployment. The Homeless Coalition 
recognizes the specific needs of these 
populations and offers tailored as-
sistance to address their individual 
circumstances and housing barriers. 
Case managers create a plan consist-
ing of goal setting, life skills training, 
financial education, and childcare, 
to personally address each family’s 
needs.

One of the key initiatives of the 
Homeless Coalition is its commit-
ment to helping our families secure 
meaningful employment. Through 

partnerships with local businesses 
and staffing agencies, the coalition 
coordinates job placement services, 
skills training programs, and resume-
building workshops to help indi-
viduals find sustainable work. By 
empowering our families to become 
financially independent, the coalition 
aims to create a pathway to stability 
and success for these families. The 
Homeless Coalition recently began 
reporting timely rent payments to all 
three credit bureaus to increase credit 
scores and begin preparing families 
for home ownership.

In response to the ever-growing fam-
ily homeless population, the Home-
less Coalition has launched the 2024 
Expansion Campaign to expand 
needed low-income affordable hous-
ing units and supportive services. 
The campaign aims to raise $5.6 mil-
lion to add 16 new cottages and an 
onsite Children’s Education Center 
to further strengthen the founda-
tion for families to flourish. These 
new facilities will not only provide 
much-needed housing for unhoused 
families, but will also develop a 
supportive community in which 
our children can thrive and build a 
future. To make this vision a reality, 
the Homeless Coalition is calling on 

The Homeless Coalition of St Johns 
County – Time to Grow

Guest column cont. on pg. 15
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Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
818 A1A North, Suite 301
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®
Managing Director – Private Wealth Advisor
Certified Financial Planner
Certified Military Financial Advisor
Chartered Retirement Planning Counselor

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

5.506%
5.410%
5.328%

05/14/2024

Call, click or stop by today 

Always a call
or click away

State Farm
Bloomington, IL

Bus: 904-268-5522
jim@jimregister.com
www.jimregister.com

12058 San Jose Blvd Ste 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223-8669

Agent
Jim Register

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the 
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance 
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00005-00

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

SCORE reveals increased client 
engagement in FY2023 Impact 
Statement 
SCORE Jacksonville, through the dedi-
cated work of approximately 60 volun-
teers, increased free business mentoring 
and free or low-cost business education 
in 2023 by 44 percent over the prior 
fiscal year.

Key highlights for 2023 SCORE Jack-
sonville Impact: 

• Total local service provided was 
10,895, which is the combination of 
2,598 total mentoring sessions and 
8,297 in-person workshop attendance 
for which there was a 44 percent in-
crease

• 65 percent of the 2023 clients were 
actively in business

• SCORE Jacksonville was recognized as 
District 491 Chapter of the Year

• Aaron Fontinel was recognized as the 
chapter’s Volunteer of the Year for his 
leadership on administering The CEO 
Forum

Key statistics for 2023 SCORE Florida 
Impact:

• 3,092 new businesses started

• 15,269 total jobs created

• 48 percent of “in business” clients 
reported an increase in revenue

SCORE has 19 chapters in the state of 
Florida contributing to strengthening 
America’s economy.

“I am quite proud of the ability to 
continuously deliver quality services to 
our clients because of an outstanding 
group of volunteers,” said Jacksonville’s 
SCORE Chapter chairperson Derrick 
Smith.

Visit www.score.org/jacksonville to 
learn more about SCORE Jacksonville 
programs and services.

St. Johns County moves forward with 
World Golf Village Plans
On April 16 the St. Johns County 
Board of County Commissioners ap-
proved the $5.5 million purchase of all 
World Golf Foundation, Inc. assets, 
including the Tour Production Building, 
parking and common space adding to 
county ownership of the Hall of Fame, 
IMAX Theater, and the grounds of the 
World Golf Village Renaissance St. 
Augustine Resort Convention Center 
and Hotel. At a future Board of County 
Commissioners meeting, county staff 
will provide a summary of the citizen 
input acquired through various public 
engagement efforts since August 2023 
along with a plan to move through a 
selection process of a partner for a devel-
opment project.

World Golf Foundation, Inc. will lease 
back from the county the Tour Produc-
tion Building until March 2025 to facil-
itate an efficient move of the production 
group to their new headquarters at TPC 
in Ponte Vedra. A ground lease includes 
an agreement with the foundation to 
continue operation of the IMAX The-
ater and the responsibility to maintain 

the common space through the Property 
Owners Association until March 2025.

County Administrator Joy Andrews 
said, “While some may criticize the use 
of public funds to acquire the World 
Golf Foundation assets, it’s crucial to 
recognize the broader context. With 
the decision made by the World Golf 
Foundation to move the World Golf 
Hall of Fame out of the World Golf 
Village and to relocate the PGA Tour 
Productions to PGA’s headquarters in 
Ponte Vedra, the property was slated 
for unknown development, potentially 
outside of community interests. By seiz-
ing control through this acquisition, the 
community as a whole, gains the power 
to shape its future.

“This move allows us to invite the best 
private-public partnerships to enhance 
our residents’ quality of life and unlock 
revenue opportunities. By maintaining 
control over the development process, 
we ensure that only what’s best for our 
residents will be featured in the revital-
ized World Golf Village. Our goal is not 
just to meet expectations but to exceed 
them, creating a vibrant destination 
that our residents will be proud of. This 
investment represents a strategic op-
portunity to leverage public resources to 
positively shape the future of our com-
munity, ensuring that the World Golf 

Village evolves in alignment with our 
community’s vision and values.”

The county plans to fund this purchase 
with $2 million from American Rescue 
Plan Act Funds, $2 million from 2019 
Capital Improvement Fund, and $1.55 
million from Public Building Impact 
Fees.

The properties include:

• World Golf Hall of Fame: a 64,113 
square-foot multi-purpose facility.

• World Golf Hall of Fame IMAX The-
ater: a 17,865 square-foot movie theater. 
The equipment (movie screen and 
audio/visual components) would remain 
in the building.

• PGA Tour Productions: a 32,329 
square-foot Class-A office building.

• South Legacy Trail: 36.07 acres of 
various parking lots, rights-of-way areas, 
landscaping, and lakes.

In June 2023, the World Golf Founda-
tion notified St. Johns County of its 
intention to move the World Golf Hall 
of Fame and the World Golf Hall of 
Fame IMAX theater out of the World 
Golf Village, and to relocate the PGA 
Tour Productions to a new building on 
the Global Home Campus.

Business Briefs

Visit us online at 
www. floridanewsline. com
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Nina McIntosh, PA-C, Sarah Hagerbrant, DO, Jaime Kibler, DO, 
Donald J. Levine, MD, Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, 
PA-C, are dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life. 
They offer you and your family a medical home, where you can enjoy 
an ongoing relationship with your personal physician. Convenient. 
Caring. Connected. That’s changing health care for good.

Areas of expertise include:

• Sports/school physicals
• Immunizations
• Well child visits
• Preventive/GYN exams
• Disease management

• Minor skin lesion and  
mole removal

• Osteopathic treatment
• On-site lab

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

© Baptist Health 2022

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
30 Ardisia Lane • St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794
baptistprimarycare.net

WE’VE MOVED!

magazine

Dr. Craig Hadgis

20232023

www.CraigFuneralHome.com • (904) 824-1672
Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral • Crematory • Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

Summer reading volunteer 
opportunities abound
If you are willing to spend a little time 
this summer helping others, there is an 
opportunity waiting for you! RSVP of 
St. Johns County is looking for commu-
nity members to assist once a week in 
the summer reading program in the St. 
Johns County School District. Hours 
are flexible. If you are traveling this 
summer, you can help while you are in 
town. 

“There are students who can greatly 
benefit from the help of those willing to 
give just a small amount of their time,” 
said Cheryl Freeman, RSVP director. 
“Assistance from community volunteers 
can make all the difference in helping 
these students succeed.”

Orientation will be provided, and 
background screening will be performed 
free of charge. Contact RSVP at (904) 
547-3952 or Cheryl.Freeman@stjohns.
k12.fl.us for more information.

Summer housing market expected to be 
fruitful for both buyers and sellers
More single-family homes are being 
listed in Northeast Florida, which may 
be a solid indication that this sum-
mer’s housing market will be fruitful 
for both buyers and sellers. Specifi-
cally, the six-county region registered 
3,750 new single-family listings, a 54.3 
percent increase from a year ago and a 
4.8 percent hike from last month. Add 
to this inventory in Northeast Florida, 
which steadily rose to 6,490 homes — a 
63.7 percent increase from April 2023 
and a 9.9 percent hike from March 
2024. Also closed sales fell 5.8 percent 
to 1,843, and pending sales decreased 
26.7 percent to 1,465. All together this 
is evidence that buyers may now have 
a better selection to choose from than 
they have seen in a long time.

On the sellers’ side, prices are also con-
tinuing to rise, but the rate of increase 
is slowing. Single family homes on 
the First Coast inched up 2.7 percent 
to a median sales price of $399,990. 
Northeast Florida’s Home Affordability 
Index continued to dip down to 64 in 
April. The Home Affordability Index 
measures housing affordability for the 
region. A higher number means greater 
affordability. This index measures af-
fordability factors for all homebuyers 
making a 20% downpayment. An index 
of 100 is defined as the point where a 
median-income family has the exact 
amount of income needed to purchase a 
median-priced existing home. An index 
value over 100 means that the family 
has more than enough income, while 
a value below 100 means that a family 
doesn’t have enough income to qualify 
for a mortgage loan. 

The median price per square foot for 
single-family homes in Northeast 
Florida was $215, a 2.9 percent increase 
over March 2024, when the median 
price was $209.

Mandatory changes in the selling 
process are on the horizon, and in a few 
short months prospective buyers will be 
asked to sign buyers’ sales agreements 
with their agents. 

In St. Johns County, April 2024 me-
dian prices climbed 11.4 percent to 

$600,000 for single-family homes. The 
median days on the market rose 25.7 
percent to 44. Month-to-month, closed 
sales dropped 4.9 percent to 485, pend-
ing sales dropped 20.9 percent to 409, 
and new listings increased .2 percent 
to 990. Active inventory climbed 5.3 
percent to 2,010 homes, a 4.1-month 
supply. The Home Affordability Index 
fell 14.3 percent to 42, indicating that it 
is still very expensive to live in St. Johns 
County. 

Northeast Florida Sisters in Crime 
welcomes Army veteran
The Northeast Florida Sisters in Crime 
will meet on June 8 at 11:15 a.m. at 
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library. 
Featured speaker will be Army veteran 
Tonya Oxendine who will present 
“Words of a Woman Warrior.”

“Military members have a ‘can-do’ 
mentality,” Oxendine said. “Together, 
we faced challenges head-on, relying on 
hard work and determination to achieve 
our objectives.”

And this she did during her 30-year 
Army career, but she also endured trau-
matic challenges, including harassment, 
rejection, stereotypes and prejudice in 
a “man’s world.” She coped with her 
situation the same way so many other 
women, and men, have done — by bot-
tling up her emotions. Oxendine finally 
sought help for her post-traumatic stress 
disorder (PTSD) and the severe depres-
sion and anxiety she was experiencing. 
The Wounded Warrior Project® (WWP) 
Talk program gave her the connection 
she needed. Now, she travels the world 
to help others heal and find peace by 
sharing her powerful story.

This will be an in-person discussion 
meeting and no zoom linkage will be 
offered. Contact floridasistersincrime@
gmail.com for more information. Bring 
your coffee and bring a friend. The 
group welcomes misters and sisters to 
learn more about writing, promoting, 
and enjoying crime fiction.

April’s low rainfall highlights need for 
water conservation
April marks the third consecutive 
month of below-average rainfall for the 
St. Johns River Water Management Dis-
trict’s 18-county region. While frontal 
systems brought some rain, it primarily 
benefited the northern counties, leaving 
the southern counties drier. Overall, 
six counties experienced above-average 
rainfall, while 12 were below.

Despite the dry conditions, groundwa-
ter levels districtwide remain well above 
drought indicator levels, with most 
areas within the normal range. District 
staff continue to monitor rainfall and 
groundwater levels to ensure adequate 
supply for public demand.

While it is always critical to use our wa-
ter wisely, the District strongly encour-
ages the public to be mindful of their 
water usage during these dry months 
until summer rainfall patterns return. 
Below are simple tips for residents and 
businesses to help save water and money 
on their water bill. 

Indoor:

Briefs
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Summertime Specials

www.bellecielsalon.com

Level 2 Stylists: Kennedy & Sara

2758 Racetrack Road, Suite 403

St. Johns, FL 32259

Level 1 Stylist: Sydney
50% off haircut with any color service

Complimentary haircut with any color service

904.209.1320

June 1 - June 29

A history of Father’s Day 
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Each year, the third Sunday in June is 
a time to pay homage to fathers and 
the millions of other men who have 
stepped into the role of father. While it 
may seem as though Father’s Day has 
been around forever, it didn’t become 
a nationally recognized holiday in 
the United States until 1972, when 
President Richard Nixon signed Joint 
Resolution 187 into law.

Many thank Sonora Smart Dodd for 
making Father’s Day happen. In 1909, 
while attending a Mother’s Day ser-
mon in church, Dodd felt fathers were 
equally deserving of praise. To honor 

her own father, a Civil War veteran and 
widower who raised six children alone, 
Dodd petitioned for a Father’s Day on 
June 5 (the anniversary of her father’s 
death) in her native Spokane, Washing-
ton. The celebration was deferred to the 
third Sunday in June.

Another account says Grace Golden 
Clayton came up with the idea for 
a Father’s Day in 1908 in Fairmont, 
West Virginia. Clayton was inspired to 
celebrate fathers after 361 local men 
perished in a deadly mine explosion. 
Clayton brought the idea up to the 
minister of her local church.

Historians say that Father’s Day may 

even be a much older idea. St. Joseph’s 
Day, which was celebrated each year 
on March 19 in Catholic nations of 
Europe since the medieval era, and later 
elsewhere around the world, commem-
orates Joseph, the husband of Mary and 
father figure to Jesus. It was said that 
Joseph should be held up as the ideal 
example of fatherhood. The Coptic 
Orthodox Church celebrates St. Joseph’s 
Day on July 20. In the Orthodox Chris-
tian Church, the second Sunday before 
the Nativity is celebrated as the Sunday 
of the Forefathers — celebrating all of 
Jesus’ male ancestors, with an emphasis 
on Abraham, the patriarch of the Jewish 
faith. 

Photo courtesy Nicole Thompson

Lily Boulet, Jenna Dukette, and Elijah Galison represented Julington Creek Elementary School at the 2024 St. Johns 
County School District STEM Expo held at Picolata Crossing Elementary School on Wednesday, April 17. They collabo-

rated and competed with other promising young scientists and engineers from other schools in the district to complete 
STEM challenges. 

JCE students attend STEM Expo

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS!
Advertise with
The CreekLine!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com
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By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Forget your grandfather’s cane pole! 
Sebastian Middle School’s new fishing 
club is casting a net into the future by 
incorporating science, technology, en-
gineering, and math (STEM) into their 
watery pastime. The school’s STEM 
coach, Frankie Portelos, and several 
eighth graders started the club that 
meets during lunch. It’s a pilot program 
that looks to expand and incorporate the 
other grades next year.

This innovative club is using underwa-
ter drones to explore the depths, gather 
data, and gain a competitive edge as 
students observe how the fish react to 
the different lures — all while fostering 
a love for aquatic ecosystems.

Traditionally, fishing clubs focus on bait, 
tackle, and technique; however, this 
club is adding a whole new dimension 
by integrating STEM principles. There 
is a retention pond on campus that the 
club uses. There is a fence around the 
perimeter and the students and Sebas-
tian’s STEM coach stay on one side for 
safety. You never know what is lurking 
in Florida’s waters. 

Students learn about robotics and un-
derwater camera systems as they oper-
ate their very own underwater drone. 
These drones navigate the hidden world 
beneath the waves, giving anglers a 
real-time view of fish location, habitat 
structure, and water conditions – crucial 
information for making informed deci-
sions and minimizing wasted casts. 

But the benefits extend far beyond 
catching the biggest bass. By analyzing 
the data collected by their drone, stu-
dents are gaining valuable insights into 
the local marine environment. They can 
track fish populations, monitor water 
quality, and even map underwater ter-
rain. This data can then be shared with 
local conservation groups, contributing 
to a better understanding of the delicate 
balance of the aquatic ecosystem.

Operating and maintaining these under-
water drones requires a working knowl-
edge of various STEM fields. Students 
delve into the principles of buoyancy, 
propulsion, and underwater communi-
cation as they pilot their drones. They 
first needed to overcome a large hurdle. 
How do we get the drone into the water 
over a fence safely? Many different at-
tempts were made that could not safely 
and securely drop the drone into the 
water. Finally, they used another robotic 
mechanism that rolled on the ground 
and dropped the drone safely into the 
water. With these issues, the students 
also gain practical skills in troubleshoot-
ing, problem-solving, and critical think-
ing — all essential for success in any 
scientific endeavor.

This unique approach to fishing is not 
only educational but also fosters a sense 
of camaraderie and teamwork among 
club members. Students collaborate on 
everything from mission planning to 
data analysis, creating a strong sense of 
community around their shared passion 
for fishing and exploration.

Photos courtesy Frankie Portelos

Dive In! Middle school fishing 
club goes high-tech with 
underwater drone

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life
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travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLifeLife
Glenn Ivie

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  Email Martie 
Thompson at  editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Glenn Ivie

Glenn Ivie.

Briefs  cont. from pg. 10

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

p.m.

Wednesday, July 10, 5  p.m. – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, July 17, 5  p.m. – 7 p.m.

Wednesday, July 24, 5  p.m. – 7 p.m.

Access to the tennis courts, track, and 
outdoor basketball courts will be al-
lowed. Access will not be provided to 
the gymnasiums, stadium fields, batting 
cages, baseball fields or softball fields. 
The facilities will not be open to any 
organized practices, games or sport-
sponsored, fee-based training and pets 
are not permitted. All campuses will be 
locked at 7 p.m. and all St. Johns Coun-
ty School Board Policies will apply.

Glenn Ivie has been a painter all 
his life, but while a student at the 
University of Florida, he shied away 
from a degree in fine arts because of 
his perception of a “starving artist.” 
Instead, he earned a degree in ad-
vertising design and embarked on a 
career in commercial art. He spent 20 
years working for the William Cook 
Agency in Jacksonville before decid-
ing to make a go of it on his own in 
2000. “Glenn Ivie Art and Design” 
kept him busy for another eight years, 
during which time he had the honor 
of producing a “pitch” book that was 
utilized during the bid to bring the 
Super Bowl to Jacksonville. He next 
developed a website that allowed users 
to convert their photos to paintings 
on canvas before deciding to retire just 
before COVID hit. “I missed the cre-
ativity after I retired, so I picked up the 
paint brushes again and started creating 
art,” Glenn said. Today he is a member 
of the St. Augustine Art Association and 
the First Coast Plein Air Artists group 
and his paintings are in acrylics and oils 
(rather than his original watercolors) 
with a more impressionistic technique. 
He and his wife Trish just celebrated 
their 51st wedding anniversary and 
live in St. Johns. They have three adult 
children and five grandchildren.

Q: How did you meet your wife?

A: Trish and I met in 10th grade Eng-
lish class at Robert E. Lee High School 
(now Riverside High School). We dated 
a bit and also dated other people. We 
reconnected in college at the University 
of Florida and by the end of college 

knew we were the ones for each other. 
We married over Spring Break, on 
March 17. We have found over the 
years that it is hard to go out for an an-
niversary dinner to a restaurant without 
corned beef and green beer.

Q: Tell us about your online business, 
YourPhotoToPainting.com.

A: I had gotten pretty good at using 
Photoshop, so I came up with the 
idea for this website in 2010. People 
would upload their photos and I used a 
proprietary blend of Photoshop filters 
to create a digital painting that I would 
put on canvas for a fraction of what a 
painting would cost. This led to NBC 
Sports commissioning a painting of the 
former US Open champions at Pebble 
Beach. I shuttered the business in 2019 
when Trish and I decided it was time to 
retire.

Q: What made you decide to “unre-
tire” in the time of COVID?

A: Once I retired, I started fishing 
because I thought that’s what you were 
supposed to do when you retired. I also 

found out that my St. Johns 
County Library Card could 
be used to download books to 
my Kindle, so I read a ton of 
books. But I quickly became 
bored and missed the creativity 
of painting. I started following 
various artists on Instagram 
and realized that painting didn’t 
have to always be so realistic. 
I decided to paint in a more 
impressionistic style and also 
changed from watercolors 
to acrylics and oils. I found 
that there is something magi-
cal about getting immersed 
in a painting — and not all 
paintings go the direction you 
originally thought.

Q: What is your favorite thing to 
paint?

A: Right now I am painting a lot of 
landscapes and local marshes. I’m 
fascinated by the shadows at sunrise 
and sunset. Trish is my scout to find 
locations. I have committed to painting 
three hours a day in the mornings and 
this has really given my spirit a whole 
new life. 

Q: How did you come up with the 
idea for your blog, “Loving Perspec-
tives?”

A: My new website had a blog platform 
that allows visitors to comment and get 
a conversation going, so I decided to 
start the blog. Everyone in life faces dif-
ficulties at one time or another and after 
71 years of living, I feel I’ve accumulat-
ed a good perspective on life. I thought 
I could help by giving people encourag-
ing words if they need it. I have a new 
blurb up every Friday.

[Author’s Note: Visit https://glennivief-
ineart.com/ to view some of Glenn Ivie’s 
works and to read his “Loving Perspec-
tives” blog.]

• Only run washing machines and dish-
washers with full loads.

• Use the shortest washing cycle for 
lightly soiled clothes.

• Thaw frozen food in the refrigerator or 
microwave, not under running water.

• Scrape dishes instead of rinsing before 
loading into the dishwasher.

• Install high-efficiency shower heads, 
faucets and toilets.

Outdoor:

• Check and repair leaks in irrigation 
systems.

• Turn off irrigation systems and water 
only as needed.

• Use a kitchen timer to avoid overwa-
tering with sprinklers.

• Use a hose with a shut-off nozzle when 
washing cars.

• Install a rain barrel with a drip irriga-
tion system for landscaping; rainwater is 
free and better for plants.

 Visit www.sjrwmd.com for more informa-
tion.
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Community Marketplace  
Call (904) 886-4919  

for advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

(904) 502-0891

Driveways
Pavers
Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

Walkways
Concrete Removal
Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

The Helpful Handyman

∙ Luxury vinyl flooring
∙ Interior/exterior painting
∙ Kitchen/bath remodels
∙ Custom carpentry
∙ Drywall install/repair

∙ Interior remodeling
∙ Tile install/repair
∙ Door/hardware install
∙ Wood rot repair
∙ And more!

Jan Lindahl 904-705-2382
www.TheHelpfulHandymanJan.com

Licensed and Insured 

35+ Years Experience
Free Estimates
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Guest column  cont. from pg. 6

HEALTH & FITNESS
V I A G R A  a n d  C I A-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL 
$99.00.  100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL 
NOW! 888-445-5928 
Hablamos Español
D enta l  insuranc e 
f r o m  P h y s i c i a n s 
Mutual  Insurance 
C o m p a ny.  C o v e r -
age for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental 
insurance - not just 
a discount plan. Get 
your free  Informa-
tion Kit with details! 
1 - 8 5 5 - 5 2 6 - 1 0 6 0 
www.dental50plus.
c o m / a d s  # 6 2 5 8
Attent ion  ox ygen 
therapy users! Dis-
cover oxygen thera-
py that moves with 
y o u  w i t h  I n o g e n 
Por table  O x-ygen 
C o n c e n t r a t o r s . 
F r e e  i n f o r ma t i o n 
kit . 1-866-477-9045

HOME SERVICES
A ging Roof ?  New 
Home owner ?  G o t 
S t o r m  D a m a g e ? 
You  ne e d  a  loca l 
e x p e r t  p r o v i d e r 
that proudly stands 
behind their work . 
Fast, free estimate. 
Financing available. 
Call 1-888-878-9091
W a t e r  d a m a g e 
c l ea n up :  A  sma l l 
a m o u n t  o f  wa t e r 

c a n  c au s e  ma j o r 
d a m a g e  t o  y o u r 
home. Our trusted 
pro-fessionals dry 
out wet areas & re-
pair to protect your 
family & your home 
va l u e !  C a l l  24 / 7 : 
1 - 8 8 8 - 8 7 2 - 2 8 0 9 . 
H a v e  z i p  c o d e !
Professional lawn 
ser vice:  Fer t i l iza-
tion, weed control, 
seeding,  aerat ion 
&  m o s q u i to  c o n-
t ro l .  Ca l l  now for 
a  f ree quote .  A sk 
about our first ap-
pl icat ion special ! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 6 0 6 - 6 7 7 7
MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G e n e ra c  H o m e 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It ’s not 
j u s t  a  g e n e ra to r. 
It ’s a power move.
E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c leaning forever ! 
LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFil ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & 

Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936
B a t h  &  s h o w e r 
u p d a t e s  i n  a s 
li tt le as 1 day! Af-
f o rdab le  pr ic e s  - 
N o  p ay m e n t s  f o r 
18  months!   L i fe -
t i m e  wa r ra n t y  & 
p r o f e s s i o n a l  i n -
s t a l l s .  S e n i o r  & 
mili tary discounts 
ava i l a b l e .  1 -  8 7 7 
-5 4 3 -9189C hange 
In Ad Copy - Word-
i n g  &  P h o n e  # !
D o n a t e  Yo u r  C a r 
to Veterans Today! 
Help and Suppor t 
our Veterans. Fast - 
FREE pick up. 100% 
t a x  d e - d u c t i b l e . 
Call 1-800-245-0398
B e c o m e  a  p u b -
l ished author.  We 
want to read your 
b o o k !  D o r r a n c e 
Publishing trusted 
since 1920. Consul-
t a t i o n ,  p r o d u c -
t ion,  promotion & 
d is t r ibu t ion .  C a l l 
f o r  f re e  au t h o r ’s 

g u i d e  1 - 8 7 7-7 2 9 -
4998 or visi t  dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads
Get DISH Satell i te 
TV + Internet!  Free 
Install, Free HD-DVR 
U p g r a d e ,  8 0 , 0 0 0 
On-D emand Mov-
ie s ,  P lus  L imi te d 
Time Up To $600 In 
Gift Cards. Call To-
day! 1-866-479-1516
S a f e  S t e p .  N o r t h 
America’s #1 Walk-
i n  t u b .  C o m p r e -
h e n s i v e  l i f e t i m e 
warrant y.  Top - o f-
the - l ine  ins ta l la-
t ion  and ser v ic e . 
Now featuring our 
free shower pack-
a g e  &  $ 1 6 0 0  o f f 
- l imited time! Fi-
nancing available. 
1 - 8 5 5 - 4 1 7 - 1 3 0 6
We s le y  F inanc ia l 
Group,  LLC  T ime -
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t sO ve r 
$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 
t imeshare debt  & 
fees cancel led in 
2019. Get free info 

p a c k a g e  &  l e a r n 
how to  ge t  r id  o f 
y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
Free consultations. 
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971
DIRECT V Stream - 
C a r r i e s  t h e  m o s t 
local MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$ 8 9 . 9 9 / m o  f o r  12 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
H B O  M a x  i n c l u d -
ed for  3  mos (w/
Choice Package or 
h i g h e r. )  N o  c o n -
t r a c t  o r  h i d d e n 
fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 
1 - 8 6 6 - 8 5 9 - 0 4 0 5
D i a g n o s e d  w i t h 
lung cancer & 65+? 
Yo u  m a y  q u a l i f y 
f o r  a  su b s t a n t ia l 
c a s h  a w a r d .  N o 
obl igat ion!  We’ ve 
recovered millions. 
L e t  us  he lp !  C a l l 
24/7 1-877-707-5707
Replace your roof 
w/the best looking 
& longest  las t ing 

material steel from 
Er ie  Me ta l  Roof s! 
3  s t y l e s  &  m u l -
t iple colors avail-
ab le .  Guarante e d 
to last  a l i fe t ime! 
L i m i te d  T i m e  O f-
fer  up to  50% of f 
install + Addi-tion-
a l  10% o f f  ins ta l l 
(military, health & 
1 s t  r e s p o n d e r s . ) 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 7 0 - 1 2 3 4
Ja c u z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install a 
new, custom bath or 
shower in as little 
as one day.  For a 
limited time, wav-
ing ALL installation 

costs! (Addit ional 
terms apply.  Sub-
ject to change and 
vary by dealer.) Of-
fer  ends 6/30/24 . 
Call 1-844-501-3208
Don’t let the stairs 
limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on 
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall 
or wants to regain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r 
ent i re  home.  Cal l 
AmeriGlide today! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5
H o m e  b r e a k - i n s 
take less than 60 

s e c o n d s .  D o n ’ t 
wait! Protect your 
family, your home, 
y o u r  a s s e t s  n o w 
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp Ameri-
ca’s premier mobile 
medical aler t sys-
tem. Whether you’re 
home or away. For 
s a f e t y  &  p e a c e 
o f  mind .  No  long 
t e r m  c o n t r a c t s ! 
Free brochure! Call 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

Job Finder:
The Blue Crab is NOW HIRING! Part-time & full time positions.  HOSTS, 
DISHWASHERS, COOKS, BARTENDERS, SERVERS. Serving Jacksonville 
since 1996!  Come see what makes The Blue Crab a great place to work. 
www.BlueCrabCrabhouse.com
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek is looking for full and part 
time Cooks in our Dining Department. Please apply online at https://
westminstercommunitiesfl.org/careers/

+ See Representative for full warranty details. *One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. 1Subject to credit approval. Call for details  AR #0366920922, CA #1035795, CT #HIC.0649905, FL 
#CBC056678, IA #C127230, ID #RCE-51604, LA #559544, MA #176447, MD #MHIC148329, MI # 2102212986, #262000022, #262000403, #2106212946, MN #IR731804, MT #226192, ND 47304, NE #50145-22, 
NJ #13VH09953900, NM #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR #218294, PA #PA069383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNW822JZ, WV #WV056912

20 10% %
OFF OFF

Your Entire Purchase* Seniors + Military

++ We o	 er fi nancing 
that fi ts your budget!1

1-855-595-2102
CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

the community to support the 2024 
Expansion Campaign.

We need your help to raise the funds 
needed to access this campaign’s full 
impact and potential reach. With the 
community’s help, the coalition can 
continue to work towards ending fam-
ily homelessness in St Johns County. 
Please help us reach our $5.6 million 
goal by donating now. You may donate 
online at https://homelesscoalitionst-
johns.com/donate/

If you would like a tour of our five-
acre campus and learn more about the 
services the Homeless Coalition provides, 
contact us at (904) 819-0059.

Photo courtesy Debi Redding

61 Chapin Street, part of the campus of the Homeless 
Coalition.

Artist shares lessons on authentic voice and 
cultural pluralism at Bolles 
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Syrian American artist Dima Kroma 
visited the Bolles Upper School San 
Jose Campus April 22 to speak with 
students taking Honors and AP art 
classes with Bolles fine arts teacher 
Tiffany Gonzalez. Kroma shared more 
about Islamic art and why she utilizes 
it in her works — noting her personal 
connection to the style and how the 
intricate geometric patterns symbolize 
interconnectedness and unity while re-
flecting the harmony of diverse experi-
ences within the immigrant experience.

She showed examples of her works 
and broke down a handful of pieces, 
explaining her process and sharing 
each one’s meaning. After her presen-
tation, Kroma spent time mentoring 
two upper school students with whom 
she shares cultural connections. Bolles 
senior Tammy Yazgi ’24 received 
feedback from Kroma on her pieces 
exploring the trauma of the  Syrian 
War. In doing so, the two discovered 
that their families hail from the same 
city in Syria. Kroma also spent time 
with Nora Bouziane ’25, who uses 
Arabic text with Islamic and Moroccan 
influences in her 3D art.

Kroma recently completed her Master’s 
of Fine Arts at Jacksonville University, 
and her thesis show is now on display 
in the Florida State College of Jackson-

ville Baymeadows Gallery. She is cur-
rently the youth and family programs 

manager at The Cummer Museum of 
Art and Gardens.

Photo courtesy The Bolles School

“I only  want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING
Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 • (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road • St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties
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Your Local Dance Experts

Adults-Teens-Kids
Beginner to Advanced 
Private and Group lessons

Call today to schedule your
FREE 

30 Minute 
Lesson!

Venue Rental

Visit our online Calendar and 
Class Schedule at 

www.AABDance.com

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Ask About our
Wedding Packages

Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events
200 person capacity – 4,000 Sq ft

June 8 ׀ July 13 ׀ August 10

 

Call 904-262-5550 Today!   
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com     12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

Give your brain what it needs
so you can hear better

Introducing Oticon INTENTTM a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearingTM technology.
Oticon INTENTTM helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for 
better speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

• FREE Consultation
•

 

Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman  
Audiologist /Owner HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

You're invited to tr y Oticon INTENT  TMRISK FREE

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps 
mail@floridanewsline.com

When Leigh Cort worked in the hospi-
tality industry in New York in the 1980s, 
she was inspired by an elite and small 
organization known as “Roundtable for 
Women in Food Service” that invited her 
to join. 

“It was a very rare breed of entrepreneur-
ial women. I learned about the fellow-
ship of women in the hospitality indus-
try who cared about each other because 
there were so few of us,” said Cort, who 
grew up in Asbury Park, New Jersey. 

“We were there to support each other.” 

That was the genesis for what was to 
come in Cort’s career as she founded 
Womens Food Alliance (WFA) 10 years 
ago in Northeast Florida after she made 
the move south with her husband in 
search of warmer weather. They first 
moved to St. Simons Island where Cort 
took a position as director of catering at 
The Ritz-Carlton in Amelia Island for 
five years before eventually moving to St. 
Johns County and opening Leigh Cort 
Publicity in 2000. 

“It was in my heart and soul that I 
always counted on women,” said Cort, 
who recently expanded the organization 
to Coastal Georgia with 30 members in 
that region so far. 

There are 170 total members currently 
in the WFA, and the organization plans 
eight to 10 programs and events a year, 
always holding the events at member 
businesses. This includes a pre-event 
hour of networking and business ex-
change. 

According to the WFA mission state-
ment, the organization “cultivates and 
advances networking, education and 
collaboration for women in the culinary 
and hospitality industry in the Northeast 
Florida and Coastal Georgia region.” 

For Cort, there is one memory from her 
career in New York that really highlights 
the power of professional fellowship and 

became the basis of the mission state-
ment. 

Cort’s first job as a party director in New 
York City’s Trump Tower included 1,500 
guests honoring famed sculptor Erte. 
An hour before the party began, Cort 
realized that she had forgotten all about 
coat racks. 

“It was winter in New York City, and 
I was panic stricken,” said Cort. “But 
I remembered that there was a woman 
who had just started a rental business of 
staff and then services. I called her, and 
she saved my life. She not only got me 
coat racks, but she got me staff because 
you can’t have coat racks without people 
taking tickets. I realized that my friends 
in New York were my backbone.” 

That strength is now at the core of WFA, 
and Cort said she is most passionate 
about connecting women in a variety of 
different careers within the industry and 
lifting each other up. 

“We are here to enjoy each other’s 
company and to learn what is going on 
in our industry,” she said. “The most 
exciting part for me is always watching 
our members thrive and shine.” 

Member Kayshla Bentley of Mrs. Bent-
ley’s Desserts said she joined the orga-
nization because of the warm welcome 
and support that she received from every 
woman in the alliance.

“Leigh’s energy and positivity were 
absolutely infectious. She is such a 
hard-working woman and is an absolute 
inspiration to me,” she said. “This orga-
nization has been very special to me in 
all aspects of my business. It has encour-
aged me to branch out of my comfort 
zone and learn to partner and support 
other women just like me. These women 
have all pushed me to be the best version 
of myself and has taken my business to a 
level I never thought it could be.” 

Member Cindy Stavely, St. Augustine 
Pirate & Treasure Museum and Colonial 
Quarter executive director, said she has 
been a member for 10 years, including 
serving on the advisory council. 

“My connection to the Womens Food 
Alliance is driven by shared values, 
support, and networking opportuni-
ties. These amazing women provide a 
platform for collaboration, mentorship, 
and resources, helping in various aspects 
of my hospitality driven position in the 
community,” said Stavely. “Aside from 
the extremely informative guest speak-
ers we’ve had the privilege to hear, the 
long-standing friendships and shared 
experiences will be a wonderful part of 
my professional journey. So many fun, 
loving and inspiring moments through-
out the years.” 

[Author’s note: For more information 
about Womens Food Alliance, visit www.
WomensFoodAlliance.com]

Supporting each other:  
Womens Food Alliance makes the connection

Photos courtesy Leigh Cort 

Themed events are held monthly for WFA members. November 2023 was at Cuba Libre Havana Jax with member Silvia 
Pulido.

We are your local Outdoor 
Power Equipment Warehouse
The leading lawnmower store in St. Augustine FL

Small Engine Repair and
Sales of Residential & Commercial Lawn Equipment

Service on Generators and Pressure Washers

• Hustler
• Echo 

• Bad Boy 
• Kress 

155 International Golf Parkway
St Augustine, FL 32095
(904) 495-4875
www.opewarehouseinc.com
Email Us at: info@opewarehouseinc.com

Hours:

Monday Thru Friday

8:30AM to 4:30PM
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Our Adult Day Program offers seniors a variety of daily 

activities designed to engage physical, social, occupational 

and intellectual needs. Now you can have more time to work, 

relax or tend to your own needs.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Scan Code to Request 

RiverGarden.org 

904.288.7858

• Purposeful, safe environment 

• Full schedule of daily activities 

• Worry-free time for caregivers 

• Available Monday-Friday (8am-5pm)

An Even Brighter Future

Pursuant to Sections 193.122 and 197.323, Florida Statutes,
Notice is Hereby Given that the Tax Roll for

St. Johns County was Re-Certified to the St. Johns County Tax
Collector on the 23rd day of May, 2024, for the Collection of

2023 Taxes, to reflect all changes made by the Value

Happy shrimp season! I hope all of 
you have been mending nets or getting 
new ones in the off season, because this 
month marks the beginning of a busy 
but very productive time in the river. 
We may not have a ton of shrimp in 
June, but the few that you do catch 
won’t last long since the fish in the river 
might be more excited than we are to 
have them around. I did see fish chasing 
shrimp in May so they’re definitely here; 
we’ll just have to see how many. 

The sheepshead bite in the river was 
great throughout May. Just about every 
piece of structure in the river was bound 
to have them on it. Clams were the 
preferred bait. The smaller shrimp this 
month should be great as well. Try ei-
ther a fish finder rig or knocker rig with 
the smallest weight you need to hold it 

in place. Hook size is also something to 
minimize. I use mostly size 2 to 4. They 
are finicky fish by nature, so don’t give 
them any more reasons to be. 

A good number of drum have also 
moved into the river, but most of them 
are undersized. Just more to look for-
ward to later this fall as they grow into 
slot sized fish. Clam, shrimp, and crab 
are go-to baits for these bottom dwellers. 

Stripers should also improve this month 
with live river shrimp at your disposal. 
Look for them on bridges and deeper 
docks. Like most fishing in the river, 
some tide movement helps a lot. 

It has been a few months since I men-
tioned goals for this year and while 
there’s still a lot of 2024 left, my goal of 
catching my first river tarpon in 20 years 

came to fruition last month. The 
moral of the story would be to not 
neglect talking to your fellow anglers 
around town. I’m not proposing 
giving spots away or anything, but 
mentioning catching or seeing some-
thing can go a long way towards 
having success yourself. For instance, 
I got word of a tarpon sighting at 
a local ramp and after three days 
of searching I jumped two tarpon 
and saw others. The following day, 
I caught one. I’m determined more 
than ever to catch more now, but I 
hope this gets you thinking about 
your own goals this year and lights 
a fire under you to get after them. 
Tight lines. 

Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

As part of a nationwide effort to educate 
recreational boaters about the dangers of 
boating under the influence of alcohol 
or drugs, the U.S. Coast Guard Aux-
iliary Flotilla 14-7, 7th District will 
join the annual Operation Dry Water 
campaign. The mission of Operation 
Dry Water is to reduce the number of 
alcohol and drug-related incidents and 
fatalities on the waters of the United 
States. This is particularly right here 
where we live, play and work.

Operation Dry Water weekend, July 4 
– 6, marks a national effort dedicated to 
intensified recreational boater outreach, 
education, and coordinated enforcement 
against boating under the influence. 
Alcohol use continues to be the leading 
known contributing factor in recreation-
al boater deaths and a leading contribu-
tor to boating incidents. All boaters are 
urged to prioritize safety by choosing to 
boat sober throughout the year. The use 
of both legal and illegal drugs impairs 
judgment and reaction time, posing 
significant risks while on the water.

“As individuals and families venture to 
our nation’s waterways for recreation, 
safety remains paramount. Our focus 

is to educate boaters on the risks of 
impaired operation while reinforcing 
essential safety practices, such as wearing 
life jackets and enrolling in boater edu-
cation courses,” said Joe McCoy, Flotilla 
Commander.

During Operation Dry Water weekend, 
boating safety advocates, volunteers, and 
law enforcement personnel will collabo-
rate to educate boaters on safe boating 
practices at marinas and on the water in 
every U.S. state and territory. Participat-
ing law enforcement agencies will also 
work to identify and remove dangerous 
and impaired operators. In 2023, law 
enforcement officers across the nation 
removed 717 impaired operators from 
our nation’s waterways during Opera-
tion Dry Water weekend.

U.S. Coast Guard Auxiliary Flotilla 14-
7, 7th  District emphasizes the impor-
tance of boating sober, wearing a life 
jacket, and being courteous to others on 
the water. The risk of serious injury is 
equal for both operators and passengers 
when alcohol is involved. Additionally, 
alcohol consumption by passengers 
poses a danger regardless of the opera-
tor’s alcohol intake.

Visit mysafeboating.com or operationdry-
water.org for more information.

Operation Dry Water aims to 
educate boaters on dangers 
of impaired boating

Photo courtesy Jimmy Tomazinis

The fish dreams are made of.
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GardeningGardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Hoping for rain, and the 
aftermath!

NOW OPEN!
 Luxury Self Storage / RV & Boat storage now available 

at Pacetti Road Self Storage, neighboring 
the World Golf Village Area in St. Augustine, FL!

USE CODE “1FREE” FOR 
1st MONTH FREE RENT!

USE CODE “XXXX” FOR YOUR XXXXXXX.
Redeem in person, online, or over the phone.

INDOOR TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED UNITS

TEMPERATURE CONTROLLED DRIVE-UP UNITS

30 & 40 Ft Drive-Up Units for RV/Boats 
14 Ft Tall Drive-Up Units Motorized Doors

Reserve or Rent Online with us Today!
www.pacettiroadselfstorage.com

3645 Pacetti Rd, St. Augustine, FL 32092
904-204-9291

Spring is historically our dry season, 
and this year has been no exception. I’m 
stingy with watering, because about 50 
percent of Florida’s precious drinking 
water is used in our landscapes, so up 
until the storm on May 10 my garden 
was looking a bit “crisp!” Nevertheless, 
it had been so long without appreciable 
rainfall, that I had been watering the 
precious shrubs which are the frame-
work of my front yard as well as recently 
installed flowering perennials and potted 
plants. The small area of Bahia grass 
that looks quite decent with adequate 
water was parched, but with rain in the 
forecast I had let it fend for itself.

Now it’s time for the clean-up after 
the storm. Some tall perennials have 
been blown sideways, the coral hon-
eysuckle support is no longer vertical, 
and everywhere there are leaves and 
twigs of southern magnolia (Magnolia 
grandiflora). But we came off so lightly 
compared to people whose trees were 
downed by the wind. In our street, a 
huge hickory snapped and fell on a 
garage, and another neighbor’s much-
loved greenhouse was crushed by their 
favorite tree.

It had been a good week for watching 
wildlife. Fledgling bluebirds were learn-
ing to eat suet, fed by their parents. 
The cardinals’ nest in the native coral 
honeysuckle (Lonicera sempervirens) 

had seen more action; I’m guessing 
the adults were feeding their young 
hatchlings. Hopefully the storm didn’t 
destroy them. 

One perennial that hasn’t wilted in hot 
dry conditions is native petunia (Ruellia 
caroliniensis: https://www.fnps.org/plant/
ruellia-caroliniensis). I’ve found that its 
roots go deep, which is why it’s drought 
tolerant. The flowers are a delicate shade 
of pale mauve. Each one lasts only for a 
day, but there are plenty more to keep 
the show going from spring through 
autumn. Although it’s less showy, it’s a 
good replacement for its cousin, Mexi-
can petunia (Ruellia simplex), which is 
an invasive plant and not recommended 
for Florida gardens (https://assessment.
ifas.ufl.edu/assessments/ruellia-sim-
plex/). Some Mexican petunia cultivars 
are sterile (read the plant label!), but 
they spread freely as they are stolonifer-
ous and should be kept in check. Beware 
if a neighbor offers to share with you. 
Neither of these is to be confused with 
the wide variety of bedding petunias, 
which are treated as annuals and are 
lovely in hanging baskets and pots and 
make a good groundcover.

The May/June edition of the Duval Ex-
tension newsletter, A New Leaf – Yard 
and Garden, is available here: https://
sfyl.ifas.ufl.edu/duval/lawns-gardens-
and-trees/new-leaf-newsletter/. (If you’d 

like to subscribe, contact the Exten-
sion Office at (904) 255-7450.) Along 
with advice on what ornamentals to 
plant that withstand the heat, there’s an 
article on summer vegetable gardening. 
But if you don’t plan to plant a gar-
den till fall, how about solarizing the 
soil (https://tinyurl.com/5x9dmdcj)? 
Or maybe plant a cover crop (https://
tinyurl.com/6rrmmprp)? Both tech-
niques can benefit your garden. 
Solarizing helps kill weed seeds and 
pathogens. A cover crop dug into the 
soil will replenish nutrients. Also in 
the newsletter, Larry Figart’s article on 

how to use yard chemicals safely goes 
into detail about why we should always 
read and follow the instructions on the 
product’s label. And he has a caution-
ary tale to tell, which is well worth 
reading. Following the label will not 
only ensure you get the best result from 
the product, but you will be protecting 
yourself, your family, your garden, and 
potentially our water supply.

Also in A New Leaf, Tonya Ashworth, 
our Horticultural Agent, offers advice 
about how to work safely in the garden 
in the heat of summer.

Photo courtesy Lesley Arrandale

Native petunia, Ruellia caroliniensis.
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$5.00 off
any purchase of $25 or more

Beer
& Wine

Available

Willie Jewell’s Old School Bar-B-Q
With this coupon. Not valid with other offers or prior purchases. Offer expires 6/30/2024.

No cash value. Dine-In and Take-Out only. One coupon per Customer.

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH, UBER EATS, AND GRUB HUB!

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Explore New Discoveries at Historic 
Jamestown TravelTravel

For decades, historians believed that the 
1607 English settlement in Jamestown, 
Virginia, lay underwater in the James 
River. Jamestown is considered the first 
permanent English settlement in the 
Americas, although Floridians know 
that Spaniards settled St. Augustine in 
1565. 

In 1994, under the leadership of Dr. 
William Kelso, Jamestown Rediscovery, 
an archeological dig was launched in 
hopes of locating the assumed lost fort. 
Within three archeological seasons, 
Kelso and his team uncovered enough 
evidence to prove the remains of James 
Fort existed on dry land. Better yet, the 
search led them near the remains of the 
17th-century church tower and to the 
graves of four founders. 

This discovery became exciting news 
about America’s birthplace and renewed 
interest in the Jamestown story. To-
day, visitors to the Historic Jamestown 
Settlement begin their experience at 
the state-of-the-art visitor center. I 
was immediately impressed with the 
museum’s size, scope, and elaborate 
interactive displays. A 4-D film provides 
an overview of Jamestown’s beginnings. 
Depending on your interest, you’ll need 

at least 30 minutes, while those want-
ing to learn more could spend several 
hours. 

After you tour the museum, head 
outside to see the recreated Paspahegh 
town or Powhatan Indian Village. This 
area reflects the typical daily life of 
the Virginia tribe. Within the wooded 
clearing, see reed-covered houses dotted 
with cooking circles, dugout canoe, and 
a ceremonial circle. Learn about the 
culture of the Indigenous people from 
costumed interpreters. Personalities like 
Captain John Smith, John Rolfe, Pow-
hatan, and Pocahontas lived here. 

The Indian reserve leads down to the 
river’s edge, where docked replicas of 
the ships, the Susan Constant, God-
speed, and Discovery await. Take the 
time to go aboard and imagine how 
the original 104 voyagers spent their 
cramped days and nights aboard the 
vessels. 

Another walkway leads to the recon-
structed triangular-shaped James Fort, 
which encloses multiple wooden build-
ings and offers more costumed inter-
preters. Life within the fort wasn’t easy, 
but here, free, enslaved, and indentured 
people mixed during their struggles 
with early colonization. 

To complete the tour, visitors must 
drive a short distance to Jamestowne Is-
land, a National Park Historic landmark 
and site of exciting ongoing archeologi-
cal digs. There, you’ll find an outline of 
the original fort, a statue of John Smith 
near the shoreline, and likely working 
archeologists. The Archaearium Mu-
seum showcases relics from the 1607 – 
1624 Virginia Company period. 

You’ll also see the site of the original 
1608 church, named one of 2010’s 10 
most significant archaeological dis-
coveries in the world by Archaeology 
Magazine. The church was where Chief 
Powhatan’s daughter Pocahontas mar-
ried John Rolfe on April 5, 1614.

A well-known episode involving 
Pocahontas occurred in 1607 when 
she reportedly intervened to save the 
life of Captain John Smith. According 
to Smith’s account, when captured by 
Powhatan’s forces, Pocahontas, then 

around 10 years old, pleaded with her 
father to spare Smith’s life. While histo-
rians debate the story, she is credited for 
providing diplomacy and understand-
ing.

In 1619, the church was the site of an 
important and historic series of meet-
ings: those of the first elected legisla-
tive body in America, the Virginia 
General Assembly. Unfortunately, the 
church burned during Bacon’s Rebel-
lion in 1676. Repairs were made, and 
the church continued to serve until 
approximately 1750. Today, the site in-
cludes the remains of the 17th-century 

tower. While 10 feet of its height and 
the original nave were lost, preserva-
tion groups stepped in. They erected a 
new church for the settlement’s 300th 
anniversary with glass panels to see the 
original foundations.  

To learn more about colonial America, 
visit all three sites within Virginia’s His-
toric Triangle: Jamestown, Yorktown, and 
Colonial Williamsburg. Online: Historic-
Jamestowne.org or jyfmuseums.org

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Aboard the Susan Constant.

James Fort interior.Costumed interpreters.
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500 SR 13 N. 
Behind McDonald's, 
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

2430 Blanding Blvd 
904-267-1900

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

Come see us before your next road trip!Come see us before your next road trip!
$25 OFF
$100 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$5 OFF
ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$39.99
CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

“Servicing Every Customer Like 
They’re FAMOUS!”

Let Famous Automotive Professionals 
give you a 5-Star Service.

Sunday Service 10:30 AM 
Unity Church for Creative Living 

2777 Race Track Road, St Johns, FL 32259

Reverend Yvonne McAndrew

Unity offers a positive,
practical, progressive

approach to Christianity
based on the teachings of
Jesus and on the power of

prayer. Join us as we travel
the journey of spiritual
unfoldment together

Sundays at 10:30 AM.
Phone: 904.287.1505
www.UnityInJax.com

The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Celebrate the start 
of summer with a 
picnic

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

This year the summer solstice, which 
marks the official start of summer, 
falls on June 21. During this time of 
year, schedules become lax and meals 
often occur on-the-fly — and usually 
outdoors. When firing up the grill or 
packing picnic essentials, home chefs 
should consider which dishes they’ll 
serve alongside the main course. Of 
course, no summertime meal would 
be complete without a tasty potato 
salad in the mix. This recipe for “Po-
tato Salad with Bacon and Parsley” 
from Allie Lewis Clapp, Lygeia Grace 
and Candy Gianetti’s “Real Simple: 
Easy, Delicious Home Cooking” 
(Time Home Entertainment) offers a 
tasty take on this classic dish.

Potato Salad with Bacon and Parsley
Serves 6

1 ½ pounds new potatoes, about 15 
Kosher salt and black pepper 
4 slices bacon 
3 tbsp. olive oil 
2 tbsp. red wine vinegar 
2 tsp. Dijon mustard 
1 cup fresh, flat-leaf parsley, roughly 
chopped

Place the potatoes in a pot with 1 tea-
spoon salt and enough water to cover 
and simmer until tender, 15 to 18 

minutes. Drain and run under cold 
water to cool. Cut into quarters.

Meanwhile, cook the bacon in a 
medium skillet over medium heat, 
stirring occasionally, until crisp, 6 to 
8 minutes. Transfer to a paper towel-
lined plate. Let cool, then crumble.

In a large bowl, whisk together the oil, 
vinegar, mustard, 3/4 teaspoon salt, 
and 1/4 teaspoon pepper. Add the 
potatoes, bacon and parsley and toss 
to combine.

Tip: The potatoes can be cooked and 
tossed with the dressing and parsley 
up to 1 day in advance; refrigerate, 
covered. Bring to room temperature 
and add the bacon just before serving. 

By Brad Buck, University of Florida Institute of Food and 
Agricultural Sciences (UF/IFAS) 
mail@floridanewsline.com 

Blackberries are already known for 
their health benefits, and someday, they 
might provide even more antioxidants 
than the ones you buy now, say Uni-
versity of Florida researchers. UF/IFAS 
researchers are trying to breed and grow 
blackberries, which ripen in April, May 
and June in the Sunshine State. In a 
new study, scientists found metabolites 
that may boost antioxidant contents 
and anti-inflammatory properties of the 
berries.

In the study, Yu Wang led a team that 
compared the metabolite profiles of 
six blackberry varieties. Among them, 
“Kiowa” showed the highest ability to 
protect cells from damage and fight 
inflammation.

“This work could provide a perspective 
on potential health benefits of con-
suming blackberries,” said Wang, an 
associate professor of food science and 
human nutrition at the UF/IFAS Citrus 
Research and Education Center. “This 
study deepens our understanding of the 
molecular mechanisms contributing to 
the health benefits of blackberries.”

“Kiowa” grows well and produces large 
berries, but has many thorns. It does 
not grow commercially in Florida. 
Zhanao Deng, a UF/IFAS professor of 

environmental horticulture, has been 
breeding and trying to grow blackber-
ries at the Gulf Coast Research and 
Education Center since 2015.

In the United States, the major black-
berry producing states include Oregon, 
California, and Washington on the west 
coast, and Georgia, Texas, and North 
Carolina in the east and south.

They’re an emerging crop in the Sun-
shine State. About 130 acres of the fruit 
are commercially produced in the Mayo 
area of North Florida and in Plant City 
and Parrish in the Tampa Bay region, 
Deng said. Blackberry cultivars on 
commercial farms include “Osage,” 
“Ouachita,” “Ponca,” “Prime- Ark 
Freedom” and “Prime-Ark Traveler.” 
Now, Deng envisions adding “Kiowa” 
to his toolkit as he breeds blackberries 
for Florida growers.

“’Kiowa’ was developed by James 
Moore and John Clark at the University 
of Arkansas in the 1990s,” Deng said. 
“We grow them in blackberry field tri-
als, but it’s not grown commercially in 
Florida because it’s thorny. Since it has 
the highest levels of antioxidants, we are 
using this cultivar as a parent in breed-
ing to develop new thornless cultivars 
with high antioxidant contents as well 
as high yields and flavorful berries.”

Blackberries in Florida may 
become even more nutritious 
in the future

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Potato Salad with Bacon and Parsley


