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BFF Best Furry Friend

Photo courtesy Bob Wiltfong

Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra president, Josh Hull;
MESH's chair (and club member) Tony Kazlauskas;
and the Ponte Vedra Rotary Foundation president,
Bob Wiltfong

Rotary Club of
Ponte Vedra
helps homeless
students at
Valley Ridge
Academy

On May 7, the Rotary Club of
Ponte Vedra presented a $10,000
donation check to Mission to End
Student Homelessness (MESH).
MESH, in turn, will donate
$6,000 of this donation to Valley
Ridge Academy to help with the
school’s growing expense of financ-
ing the needs of homeless students.
According to Rotary Club of Ponte
Vedra S.0.S. co-chair, Denny
Baldwin: “Ponte Vedra Rotary

recognized that poverty — and
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Teeing up: Longtime golf club and range
remains focused on bringing golf to everyone

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

When Chris Hord looks over the 31
V2 acres of his family’s business at the
Palm Valley Golf Club and Practice
Range, he sees childhood memories
everywhere.

There is the tree on the property that
was once home to his very own fort.
There is the parking lot where he took
a spill off his bicycle, earning him a
bump on his forehead that he can still
feel today. There is the land that he
spent countless hours mowing, earn-
ing $2 an hour for special projects.

Go a little deeper and the memories hit
closer to the heart like those of his late
father Jack Hord teaching him to play
golf and the many lessons learned from
his parents on the value of hard work
and dedication to the community. Jack,
along with his wife Sue Hord, built and
designed the golf course which opened
in 1990. The driving range opened in
1989.

It was and still is a labor of love for the
family.

“The mission was to make golf afford-
able and open to everyone,” said Chris
Hord. “My dad’s dream in building
this facility was to have a place where

Photos courtesy Chris Hord

Palm Valley Golf Club and Practice Range looking down the 1st tee hole.

families could enjoy the game of golf
together.”

The facility, located in Nocatee, includes
a nine-hole golf course, grass, and mat
practice tees and a 10,000 square foot
putting green. A year ago, Hord intro-
duced the Toptracer Range, which uses
the same technology as Topgolf facili-
ties. “But at half the price,” said Hord,

adding that it offers 20 different virtual
courses to play and kids’ games. “And it
is not just entertainment; it actually has
some really good golf metrics.”

Hord said his father grew up in Coral
Springs loving golf and played for Mi-
ami Dade College; however, his parents
wanted him to get a “real” career, so he
got his master’s degree in psychology.
He worked as a psychologist for the
state of Florida, but he also pursued his
PGA Class A Teaching Pro certification.

Prior to opening Palm Valley Golf
Club and Practice Range, Hord said his
parents purchased a rundown range off
Beach Boulevard and brought it back
to life. Around the same time, they also
found property for sale off Palm Val-
ley Road, formerly an old rodeo, and
bought it, creating Palm Valley Golf
Club and Practice Range. Jack Hord
rented a bulldozer and started shaping

Palm Valley Golf Club cont. on pg. 2
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Palm Valley Golf Club cont. from pg.1

the golf course with no prior experi-
ence. Chris Hord said they put in
the irrigation themselves and turned
an old horse feed building into a pro
shop.

“My mom was really the heart and
soul of finances,” he said. “My dad
was more of the superintendent, and
he loved giving lessons the most. He
was an incredible instructor.”

Hord said his dad passed away in
2014. At that time, Hord became
more involved and ultimately took on
a full-time role as the vice president of
the facility, wanting to preserve what
his parents had built and nurtured.
The family never considered sell-

ing for this very reason, even as the
Nocatee development took shape all
around them and offers were made.

Hord’s mother, who often mowed,
tended to the flowerbeds, and took
on any chore, was diagnosed with in-

Palm Valley Golf Club and Practice Range aerial
view, circa 1992,

curable metastatic stage 4 lung cancer
in 2017. As a result, she has slowed
down, but remains committed to the

success of the business and is doing
fine health wise, Hord said.

Today Hord is focused on the golf
industry and its future and on giving
a facelift to the course. Hord is also
interested in making the facility more
sustainable by possibly incorporating
crops and livestock. Maintenance of
the golf course keeps Hord and his
staff busy every day as they focus on
being environmentally friendly and
efficient. He said he and his father
always considered themselves to be
“grass farmers.”

“In season, it is probably 100 to 120
manhours to do the basic mainte-
nance, not including any projects like
aerification,” he said.

Kimberly Lawlor, general manager
and Director of Golf, said she recog-
nizes the beauty of the place.

“You are out in the middle of nature.
There really isn’t another place quite
like this,” she said. “It is not a country
club environment.”

Lawlor, who played golf at Jackson-
ville University and turned pro in
1995, likes giving lessons to beginners
the most — at any age. The facility
has the most First Tee classes of any
golf course in North Florida.

“It is very rewarding to watch some-
one implement what you told them.
When they make that connection,
you have succeeded,” she said.

Guest Column

The Homeless Coalition of St Johns County - Time to Grow

By Debi Redding, Director

The Homeless Coalition of St. Johns
County is a beacon of hope for families
facing homelessness. The coalition provides
a lifeline of support that includes low-in-
come affordable permanent housing along
with the much-needed wrap-around servic-
es to create resiliency and self-sufficiency.
With a dedicated focus on empowering
unhoused families to rebuild their lives,
the coalition’s comprehensive programs
and services play a crucial role in break-
ing the cycle of homelessness and poverty.
Parents, with minor children living in the
household, that are experiencing homeless-
ness often face unique challenges that can
make it difficult to secure stable housing
and employment. The Homeless Coali-
tion recognizes the specific needs of these
populations and offers tailored assistance
to address their individual circumstances
and housing barriers. Case managers create
a plan consisting of goal setting, life skills
training, financial education, and child-
care, to personally address each family’s
needs.

One of the key initiatives of the Homeless
Coalition is its commitment to helping our
families secure meaningful employment.
Through partnerships with local businesses
and staffing agencies, the coalition coordi-
nates job placement services, skills training
programs, and resume-building workshops
to help individuals find sustainable work.
By empowering our families to become
financially independent, the coalition aims
to create a pathway to stability and success

for these families. The Homeless Coalition
recently began reporting timely rent pay-
ments to all three credit bureaus to increase
credit scores and begin preparing families
for home ownership.

In response to the ever-growing family
homeless population, the Homeless Coali-
tion has launched the 2024 Expansion
Campaign to expand needed low-income
affordable housing units and supportive
services. The campaign aims to raise $5.6
million to add 16 new cottages and an
onsite Children’s Education Center to
further strengthen the foundation for
families to flourish. These new facilities
will not only provide much-needed hous-
ing for unhoused families, but will also
develop a supportive community in which
our children can thrive and build a future.
To make this vision a reality, the Homeless
Coalition is calling on the community to
support the 2024 Expansion Campaign.

We need your help to raise the funds need-
ed to access this campaign’s full impact
and potential reach. With the community’s
help, the coalition can continue to work
towards ending family homelessness in St
Johns County. Please help us reach our
$5.6 million goal by donating now. You
may donate online at https://homelessco-
alitionstjohns.com/donate/

If you would like a tour of our five-acre
campus and learn more about the services the
Homeless Coalition provides, contact us at

(904) 819-0059.
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR s L
Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer

service in the industry.

20% OFF
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priced item

Valid in-store at the participating stores
listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird
Food, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC
Memberships, Campania Baths or Sale
Items. Cannot be combined with other

coupons/discounts. Offer expires 6/30/24
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- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

. L St Johns Jax Beach World Golf Village
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Council on Aging offers interest groups at
the COA Center at Flagler Health+ Village at No-
catee. Meetings are free and self-guided except
for the Caregiver’s Support Group. Advance regis-
tration for clubs and meetings is required; email
pbrunell@Stjohnscoa.com or call (904) 819-3234.
Tuesday clubs include: Widows and Widowers
social group, second and fourth Tuesday of each
month, 11a.m. - 12:30 p.m. Wednesday groups
include: Mah Jongg Meet-up, 1 p.m. - 3 p.m.

Palm Valley Market is held inside the Palm
Valley Community Center at 148 Canal Road,
every Tuesday from 10 am. - 2 p.m. The market
offers fresh produce, baked goods, local honey,
tea, seasonal treats, soap, jewelry, plants and
more. Visit the Palm Valley Market Facebook

page for more information,

]st: Wellness events at Sawgrass
Village will be held every Saturday

in June from 10 a.m. - 1:30 p.m. Hosted by Mind

Body Social, all events are free and open to the

community. Events include wellness classes

such as yoga and barre, all held on the lawn in

front of ABC Liquors. Visit https://mbs.events/sv/

for more information and to register.
an: “Coming Home To Music”
will be presented by Singers by
the Sea at Palms Presbyterian Church, 3410 3rd
Street South in Jacksonville Beach on June 2
at 2:30 p.m. The group of 40 singers performs
throughout the year at senior centers, retirement
communities and churches in Jacksonville and
the Beaches area. The concert is free and all are
welcome. There is a reception immediately fol-
lowing the program. Visit www.singersbythesea.

org for more information.
4‘th Essential Tremor support group
will meet Tuesday, June 4 at 11 a.m.
at Baptist HealthPlace at Nocatee, 400 Colon-
nade Drive, Suite 130. The program will feature
(by Zoom from Lithuania) Mantas Venslauskas,
co-founder and CEQ of Vilimed Company, the
inventor of ET therapy device “Vilim Ball.' RSVP to
Jan Kary at jkary@verizon.net or (202) 438-6750.

4th: Vicar's Landing monthly
Boutique Sale will be held Tuesday,
June 4 from 11a.m. -1 p.m. at 1000 Vicar's Landing
Way. The sale includes framed art, 14k gold, ster-
ling silver, costume and designer jewelry, antique
and household furnishings plus many decora-
tive knick-knack items. The public is welcome.
Checks or cash only please. The Vicar's Employee
Scholarship Fund receives the proceeds. Call
Janet Nicosia at (904) 607-2078 or Beverly Webb
at (904) 315-2610 for more information.
5th: Coastal Friends will host ts
monthly luncheon at Marsh Landing
Country Club, 25655 Marsh Landing Pkwy, on
June 5 from 11 am. - 1:30 p.m. The new slate
of officers will be announced at the installa-
tion ceremony. The cost of the luncheon is $25

and reservations must be made in advance by
contacting bartshar@comcast.net as soon as

possible as space is limited.

6th: Bingo will be held at THE
PLAYERS Community Senior Center,

175 Landrum Lane, on Thursdays from 1 p.m. - 2

p.m. for four weeks beginning Thursday, June 6.

Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659 for

more information and to register.
7th: Book Lovers Book Club wil
discuss “Lessons in Chemistry” by
Bonnie Garmus at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch
Library on June 7 from 11a.m. - 12 p.m. The group
is open to all. Visit sjcpls.org/branches/ponte-
vedra-beach-branch/ for more information.
8th: NE Florida Sisters in Crime
will meet on June 8 at 11:15 a.m. at
the Ponte Vedra Beach Library. June speaker
and Army veteran Tonya Oxendine will present
“Words of a Woman Warrior." Contact floridasis-
tersincrime@gmail.com for more information.
8th' The GTM Research Reserve
will host Family Seining on June 8
from 9 a.m. - 11 a.m. (the second Saturday of each

month) for a guided family seining activity. Pull a
seine net through Guana Lake, collecting species

of fish, crabs, and other habitats. Learn about
the animals and their roles. All necessary gear,
including waders and boots will be provided.
Registration required online at https://gtmnerr.
org/

] ]th: Purely Social Happy Hour
hosted by Ponte Vedra Woman's Club
will be held on June 11 at 5:30 p.m. at Palm Valley
Outdoors Bar and Grill, 377 South Roscoe Blvd.
This is an informal gathering for women to get to
know each other. Attendees will order off of the
menu for their drinks and food. Visit www.ponte-
vedrawomansclub.com for more information.
] ]th: Adult Coloring Club will meet
at the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Li-
brary on June 11 from 11 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. No RSVP

is required; bring a snack or drink for yourself or
to share. Visit sjcpls.org/branches/ponte-vedra-

beach-branch/ for more information.
lzth Informed Eating for Optimal
Health and Longevity, a free pre-
sentation by Jennifer Wickliffe, MPH, CPH on how
healthy eating can assist in brain health will be
held at COA Center at Flagler Health+ Village at
Nocatee on June 12 from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Contact

pbrunell@stjohnscoa.com or by calling (904) 814-

9407 for more information.

] 3‘th Flag Day will be celebrated when
the National Guard visits THE PLAY-

ERS Community Senior Center on Thursday, June
13 from 11.a.m. - 12 p.m. Light refreshments will
be served and attendees are invited to wear red,
white, and blue. Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904)
209-3659 for more information.

] 4th: Food Truck Friday will be held
on June 14 and June 28 from 5:30
p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at Nocatee Station Field. This

event is open to the public.

] 5th: The Nocatee Farmers Market
will be held on Saturday, June 15

from 10 am. - 1 p.m. at Nocatee Station Field. The

Farmers Market is open to the public.

lIPontelVedra
] Qth: Genealogy Group il me

Nocatee, 351 Town Plaza Ave. Ste. 205 on the third
Wednesday of each month (this month, June 19)
from1p.m. - 2:30 p.m. A genealogy expert will
guide attendees in discovering their ancestors.
This month, the group will discuss researching
military records including Fold3. Register by
email to pbrunell@stjohnscoa.com or by calling
(904) 814-9407,

] gth: “Beaches Area Dine For A

Cause,’ a summer fundraiser orga-
nized by The Ponte Vedra Woman's Club kicks
off on June 19 from 5 p.m. - 10 p.m. at Two Dudes
Seafood. Restaurants will donate 20 percent of
the evening's proceeds to the club, which awards
more than $50,000 each year to local chari-
ties. If your restaurant would like to participate,
contact Parker Alter at (804) 814-8259. Visit www.
pontevedrawomansclub.com for an updated list

of participating restaurants.
20th: St. Johns County Republican
Party District 4 monthly meeting
will be held on the third Thursday of each month
(this month, June 20) at 6:15 p.m. at Palm Valley
Community Center, 148 Canal Blvd. Visit stjohns.

gop for more information.
27th: Free Tech Help with David wil
be held on Thursday, June 27 from
10:30 a.m. - 12:30 p.m. at the Ponte Vedra Beach
Branch Library. Drop in for tech assistance with
your Android, Apple, and Reader devices; no
RSVPs required. Visit sjcpls.org/branches/ponte-
vedra-beach-branch/ for more information.
27th: Check your blood pressure
with Nurse Fran at THE PLAYERS
Community Senior Center on Thursday, June 27
from 10 a.m. - 1la.m. There is no charge for this

event. Contact Suzanne Duvall at (904) 209-3659
for more information.
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with St. Johns County School Board
Member Kelly Barrera, District 4

with St. Johns County Supervisor
of Elections Vicky Oakes

Q: Do you have any administrative
news to share in District 42

A: We are saying goodbye at the end
of this school year to Lisa Kunze,
longtime principal at Nease. While it
is never easy to lose our principals who
have so successfully led our schools,
we are excited to announce that Gina
Fonseca will be coming to Nease. Both
have been fixtures in the St. Johns
County School District for a number
of years. Lisa Kunze started as an AP
at Nease, then went on to help open
Ponte Vedra High School as A, then
was promoted to principal at Swit-
zerland Point Middle School before
returning home to Nease as principal.
We wish her all the best. Gina Fonseca
began as an AP at Ponte Vedra High
School, then went to the district office
in charge of secondary curriculum and
instruction, then became principal at
Freedom Crossing Academy. We are
very fortunate to get her back to Dis-
trict 4 and we know that she will be an
excellent leader at Nease.

Q: Will school facilities be open to

the public again this summer?

A: Yes. All eight of our high schools,
including Ponte Vedra High School,
will be open Wednesday evenings in
June and in July (through July 24) from
5 p.m. — 7 p.m. to promote commu-
nity health and wellness. Access will be
allowed to the track, tennis courts, and
outdoor basketball courts only.

Q: Do you have the results of the
state’s Progress Monitoring Tests yet?

A: While we are still waiting for the

final results of the state’s Progress
Monitoring Tests, initial results seem
very positive. We are pleased to be one
of only two school districts in the state
to be “A” rated since 2010.

Q: What else do you have to share
with District 42

A: Certificates of Excellence in Finan-
cial Reporting were received by the
district’s accounting department for
the school district’s annual Compre-
hensive Financial Report. We have
received these awards each of the seven
years since we began participating in
the program in fiscal year 2015 — 16.
The Government Finance Officers
Association of the United States and
Canada (GFOA) and the Association
of School Business Officials Interna-
tional (ASBO) issued the certificates of

excellence.

Also, the school district earned “Best
Public Dashboard” in the EnergyCAP
2023 Eco Champion Awards. On this
dashboard on our website, interested
parties can look at energy cost sum-
maries by school and water cost
summaries by school. By monitoring
this, district staff is able to detect water
leaks, for example. Since the inception
of our energy conservation program

in 2008, we’ve had a cost avoidance
through March 2024 of $75.5 million.
(That is equivalent to 1,425 average
teacher salaries of $53,000.)

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at kelly.barrera@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904)
547-7510.

Advertise in this year’s
St. Johns County School Directory!

Call Linda Gay today! 904.607.5062

Henry Dean’s Conservation Record

Led the effort to protect and restore our 42 miles of beaches
Initiated the re-establishment of our LAMP Committee
Directly involved in conservation land negotiations and acquisitions around

Q: The Aug. 20 Primary Election is
fast approaching. What is up next for
the Elections Office?

A: The focus in June is Candidate
Qualifying. Candidate qualifying will
take place from noon, June 10, to noon,
June 14. Under Florida Statute, qualify-
ing papers began being accepted May
28, 2024.

Q: Have any offices qualified already?

A: Yes. The first qualifying period in
2024 was open from April 22 to April
26 for candidates for Judicial, State At-
torney, Public Defender, U.S. Senator,
and U.S. Representative offices to file
with the Florida Division of Elections.
These candidates do not file with the
Supervisor of Elections. Information for
these candidates can be found on the
Florida Division of Elections website.

Q: What offices qualify with the St.
Johns County Supervisor of Elections
Office during the June qualifying
period?

A: The Elections Office will be qualify-
ing candidates for all county offices,
special districts, municipalities and com-
munity development districts.

The local offices scheduled for election
include Sheriff, Tax Collector, Property
Appraiser, Clerk of Courts, Supervisor
of Elections, three County Commis-
sioners, two School Board Members,
and many more.

The Florida Division of Elections in Tal-
lahassee will be qualifying candidates for
State Senator, State Representative, and
Multi-Special Districts.

Q: Can voters see which candidates

are qualifying?

A: Yes. As local candidates file, their in-
formation is added into our system and
posted on our website. This information
can be found by visiting www.votesjc.
gov and selecting Candidate Informa-
tion, then Candidate List and Reports.

Q: Where can voters see a complete
list of the local offices up for election
in 20242

A: The list of local offices up for election
in 2024 can be found on our website at
www.votesjc.gov under Election Dates.
Closer to the election, this page will

also feature a link to a Primary Election
information page that will have impor-
tant dates, early voting locations, and
information about voting in the Aug. 20
Primary Election.

Q: Are there any upcoming deadlines
for the Aug. 20 Primary Election?

A: Yes, the last day to register to vote

or change your party affiliation for the
Aug. 20 Primary Election is July 22,
2024. To register to vote or update your
information, visit www.votesjc.gov and
hit the Register to Vote button on the
home page.

Q: What is the best way for our read-

ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.gov or call me at (904) 823-
2238. The Elections Office is open
Monday through Friday from 8:30 a.m.
— 5 p.m. Our website, www.votesjc.gov
also has a wealth of information.

Visit us online!
www.floridanewsline.com
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the entire state, totaling 1.25 million acres, including 60,000 acres in St.
Johns: Guana River Preserve, Twelve Mile Swamp, Deep Creek, Moses
Creek, and Matanzas State Forest

Led the effort to restore 200,000 acres
of the headwaters of the St Johns River
as part of the St. Johns River Upper
Basin Restoration Project

Directly involved in the acquisition of
700,000 acres of riverine floodplain
along the entire St. Johns River and its
major tributaries

Paid by Henry Dean, Republican, for St. Jol

I.F.-:| ]
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Q. We heard you’re being deployed by
the Navy. Can you expand on why and
how? Was it voluntary? When will you
return?

Brandon Patty

A. Yes, in early December I was notified
by the Navy that I was being involun-
tarily mobilized in support of overseas
contingency operations. While I was
eligible for worldwide assignment, the
call was a surprise especially as I thought
they were calling about an overdue
travel voucher! Nonetheless, having my
name called to serve overseas in uniform
is an absolute honor and privilege. My
orders began in late May and are sched-
uled to run through the end of the year.

Q. Have you notified the office? How

was the response?

A. In early May, I called an all hands
meeting and informed the team of my
impending deployment and plans for
moving forward. I wanted them to hear
the official news from me first versus
from others. It was definitely a shock to
the office, though we have all quickly
rallied around and are working through
the challenge. I am really humbled at
the support staff has extended and am
very proud to work alongside such a
dedicated group of public servants.

Q. How will this impact your office as
clerk and comptroller?

A. Per Florida Statutes, I have requested

with St. Johns County Clerk of
Circuit Court and Comptroller

a leave of absence from the governor
and have appointed a designee to fulfill
my responsibilities. My senior leadership
team is second to none, and they will
continue managing their portfolios and
divisions while our deputy clerks con-
tinue to excel and provide world-class
customer service across our court and
county functions. By and large for resi-
dents and stakeholders, our high-quality

support will continue without fail.

Q. Any message you would like to
provide to our readers?

A. Serving as your clerk and comptroller
is the honor of a lifetime and, while I
will be serving you in a different capac-
ity, I want you to know that our office
will continue operating at the highest
levels. We will continue protecting tax-
payer dollars, enhancing services across
the board, and seeking opportunities to
make your interactions with us easier
than before. I cannot wait to rejoin the
office upon my return and continue
serving you in this important role. In
the meantime, please do not hesitate to
contact me or our office with any ques-
tions or concerns. Thank you!

Q. What is the best way for residents
to contact you?

A. Residents can call my office at (904)
819-3601. A lot of questions can be
answered by visiting our website, www.
stjohnsclerk.com.
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with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob
Hardwick
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Q: Can you give a refresher on the
recently passed laws concerning age
requirements for golf cart operators?

underage?

A: It would be a non-moving uniform
traffic citation, and the fine is $166.
A: Beginning last Oct. 1 and in effect
today, a person operating a golf cart on
a public road or street under the age of
18 must possess a valid driver’s license
or learner’s permit. (In order to get a
learner’s permit, you must be at least 15
years old.) The idea is that the opera-
tor must have some “rules of the road”
training. If the operator is 18 or older,
they must possess a valid government
issued identification or driver’s license.

Q: Where may golf carts be driven?

A: Let’s talk about golf carts first, then
low speed vehicles or LSVs. Golf carts
do not have headlamps or a license
plate and may not exceed 20 mph.
They may be driven on certain road-
ways designated for golf carts with
speed limits of 30 mph or less. This
includes certain neighborhoods in No-
catee and Ponte Vedra Beach. They may
be driven on a designated multi-use
path, but not a bike path or sidewalk.

Q: Can a person with a learner’s
permit operate a golf cart without an

adule?

Low speed vehicles have headlamps,
stop lights, windshields, seat belts and
are registered; they have a license plate.
Their speed can go up to 25 mph and
they can only operate on public roads
and streets with posted speeds of 35
mph or less. The operator must have a

A: Yes.

Q: What is your message to parents
who allow underaged children to
operate a golf cart if they are in an

adjacent seat, or perhaps with the
child on their lap?

valid driver’s license in their possession,
A: This is against the law. The law says  as with a car.
the person operating the golf cart must
be at least 15 years old with a learner’s
permit or driver’s license regardless of
if there is a parent in the golf cart. We
recommend that children be property
restrained for safety and so that the

driver is not distracted.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also,
our website, www.sjso.org has a wealth
of resources, from alarm registration to
Crime Stoppers to our Neighbors app.

Q: What is the fine for a golf cart

operator who is determined to be

NICK

PRIMROSE

—x FOR FLORIDA HOUSE »—
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Rob

Hardwick
St. Johns County Sheriff

v’ Combat Veteran
v Dedicated Sheriff
v’ Husband & Father

COMMUNITY
LEADER

“I'm humbled to ask for
your vote on August 20th
so that | can continue to
serve our community with
integrity and honor.”

- Sheriff Rob Hardwick
ST. JOHNS COUNTY

Paid for by Rob Hardwick, Republican,
for St. Johns County Sheriff

9
YA/

Q: Can you share any insights on the
county’s budget meetings which are
being held now [mid-May]?

A: I have learned so much from these
meetings. Last year, they were held in a
giant room with each department head
coming in to present their budget. This
year, the meetings are live streamed on
GTYV, and county administrator Joy
Andrews and each department head go
over each line item of their proposed
budget. I found that because of this
more intimate setting, the staff was so
open. It seemed more humanized and
more interesting. Joy asks the depart-
ment heads questions after their pre-
sentations and I think she’s done a great
job — her questions are very relevant
and focused on the cost to the taxpayer.
All the TVs in the auditorium are set to
this livestream for people to watch, or
they could watch at home. I have found
them so informative.

Q: What has particularly impressed

you?

A: There are some departments that
have particularly impressed me be-

with St. Johns County Commissioner
Krista Joseph District 4

cause they are run exceptionally: Public
Works, with department head Greg
Caldwell, Utilities, with Neil Shinkre,
and Parks and Recreation with Ryan
Kane. I am impressed with how well
they are all taking care of our county.

Q: Do you have an example?

A: For instance, I learned that if you
have downloaded the St. Johns County
Connect app (www.sjcfl.us/sjc-con-
nect/), and let’s say you see a pothole in
a street near you. If you take a photo of
the pothole and upload it to the app,
the county will fill it within two days. I
also had a constituent mention that the
striping was faded at the intersection of
A1A and Palm Valley Road. I reported it
and within a week it had been restriped.

Q: Do you have an update on the Pon-
te Vedra Concert Hall renovations?

A: They are just starting the construc-
tion. The front has been pulled down to
do the remodeling. They texted me that
they are saving some trees in the front
of the building, which I so appreciate.
Ponte Vedra Beach is looking forward to
having a high quality space for local as

well as national acts when the Concert
Hall is completed in early 2025.

Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 42

A: It’s the time of the year to be vigilant
about water safety, particularly at the
beach. Be aware of rip tides — what
they are, where they are and how to deal
with them. Parents, watch your children
closely! And of course it’s best to swim
near a lifeguard. They are on duty from
Memorial Day through the summer.
Our St. Johns County lifeguards are cer-
tified as US Life Saving Professional Life
Guards and the unit is recognized as

an Advanced Life Saving Agency. They
help swimmers and boaters in distress,
as well as handle medical and traumatic
injuries. The agency’s Junior Lifeguard
program has around 80 students, aged
nine to 16, each year.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at bec4kjo-
seph@sjcfl.us or call me at (904) 679-
2620.

Beaches Museum announces Beach Legends nominees

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Beaches Museum recently an-
nounced the individuals selected to be

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise &,

Financial

[Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
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Chris Thompson
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Managing Director — Private Wealth Advisor
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904.380.2290

818 A1A North, Suite 301

Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
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St Johns County resident since 1993
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Fighting For St. Johns

« Protected Our Beaches

« Never Raised Taxes
« Slowed the Growth

o Led Effort for 4 New Regional Parks
« Increased Infrastructure
 Held Developers Accountable

Paid by Christian Whitehurst, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission

recognized at its Beach Legends Gala, to
be held on Friday, Sept. 13 at the TPC
Sawgrass Clubhouse. According to event
chair Heather McConville, this year
marks the museum’s 11the gala honor-
ing Beach Legends.

The 2024 honorees are:

The Adeeb Family: For generations,

the name Adeeb has been synonymous
with great food and hospitality. Grow-
ing from a single Green Turtle restau-
rant started by Joe Adeeb in 1947, and
later opening the iconic Joe Adeeb’s

Sea Turtle restaurant in Atlantic Beach,
the family today operates 20 Bono’s Pit
Bar-B-Q restaurant franchises, 17 Willie
Jewell’s Old School Bar-B-Q restaurants,
four locations of Beach Diners, and a
Strings Brewery (with another on the
way), plus new concept restaurants in

effort to save Ponte Vedra Beach from
the devastating effects of tropical hur-
ricanes. Under her leadership, the Save
Ponte Vedra Beach organization helped
secure the necessary funding for dune
rebuilding and beach renourishment to
preserve the future of the Ponte Vedra
Beach coastline.

“We are thrilled with the support of
the community for this event and these
honorees and expect our 11th year to be
the best year yet,” said McConville.

Visit wwuw. beachesmuseum.org for more
information. Contact Chris Hoffman at
director@beachesmuseum.org or by calling
(904) 241-5657 x 113 for more informa-

tion on sponsorship and auction donations.

NC, Colorado, and Georgia.

Mitch Kaufmann: By turns a his-
torian, documentarian, and lead-
er of the Beaches surfing scene,
Mitch Kaufmann has turned

his passion into a mission. With
his camera, he’s documented

our surfing heroes, and with his
passion, he’s promoted, taught,
and shared the sport of surfing.
Mitch Kaufmann has contrib-
uted to the local and national
surf and skate culture as a surf
contest director, filmmaker, and
promoter of life in the water —
from his Radical Side TV series
to running the Eastern Surfing
Association.

Lori Moffett: As the founder of
the non-profit, Save Ponte Vedra
Beach, Lori Moffett has lobbied
state and local officials, addressed
community groups, and writ-
ten countless letters, all in an

o
Photo courtesy Vic DiGenti
Beach Legends nominees Scott Adeeb, Joe Adeeb, Mitch Kaufmann,

Barry Adeeb, and Lori Moffett.




There were signs when author
Sian Cook was growing up

that she would likely pursue a
career in writing. She always
loved to read, play with words,
and observe people. “I was al-
ways a quiet shy introvert, and

I liked to listen,” said Cook,

50. While Cook loved writing
and had an interest in advertis-
ing, she said her parents, part of
the Silent Generation, believed that
it was important for her to get a more
reliable and traditional job. Cook, who
was born and raised in Benoni, South
Africa, decided to enter Wits Medi-

cal School in Johannesburg, becom-

ing a general practitioner. “I also liked
science, physics, and helping people,

so I thought okay I will do medicine,”
she said. However, as a self-described
empath, Cook found it very difficult to
detach emotionally from the job and
her patients. Also, AIDS was becoming
prevalent, and Cook had three HIV
positive needlesticks and had to under-
go monthlong antiretroviral therapies.
“It was very intense and very stressful.

I knew I wanted to get married and
have kids, so I didn’t know if this was
the lifestyle that I wanted my kids to be
around,” she said. Some areas of Johan-
nesburg could also be quite dangerous,
especially when Cook worked with the
paramedics. “We had been shot at. It
was crazy,” she said. So, she decided to
go into advertising, working for medi-
cal advertising agencies as a medical

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Dutdoor Power Equipment Warehoase

L WY DR

Photo courtesy Warren Cook

Sian Cook

copywriter. After two years, she took a
job with Novartis Pharmaceuticals as

a medical advisor, working on various
marketing campaigns. In 2001, Cook
married her husband, Warren Cook,

an engineer, and had two daughters,
Carys in 2004 and Mia in 2006. Next,
Sian started a freelance copyright busi-
ness, and then the family moved to the
United States in 2010. Once moved to
Julington Creek, Sian embraced being
a stay-at-home mother. It was then that
she also was able to return to her love
of writing, realizing her longtime dream
of writing a book. The family later
settled in Ponte Vedra Beach because of
their love of water, fishing, and boating.

Q: How did you start your book writ-
ing journey?

A: I first wrote “Soul Safari” (not yet
published). It is a women’s fiction nov-
el, a very easy read about two friends
that end up in Africa for different rea-
sons. I used my experiences of going on
safari and of being a doctor with one
character being a doctor. They always
say write what you know, so I thought,

We are your local Outdoor

Power Equipment Warehouse

The leading lawnmower store in St. Augustine FL

Small Engine Repair and
Sales of Residential & Commercial Lawn Equipment

Service on Generators and Pressure Washers

155 International Golf Parkway
St Augustine, FL 32095

(904) 495-4875
www.opewarehouseinc.com
Email Us at: info@opewarehouseinc.com

Hours:
Monday Thru Friday
8:30AM to 4:30PM

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

let me just practice on that. And then I

decided that I needed to write some-

thing that I would read. I always loved

reading psychological thrillers, and

I love trying to understand why
people do what they do.

Q: What is the premise of your
psychological thriller, “The
Road to Hell?”

A: It is about two sisters thrown
into a very difficult situation and
how each of them would cope. It
evolved from their relationship and
their choices. The story involves a
cult, drugs, and is set in the 1980s so
that the characters would not have cell

phones.

Q: How would you describe your
writing method?

A: I read a book years ago called “Goal,
Motivation, Conflict.” So, each character
has a goal, what motivates them to get
to their goal, and what stops them from
getting to the goal. I had a big board in
my study, and I would post all the main
characters up there and just add notes
on it all the time. From there, I would
start writing. So, I am very much a free
writer and a character writer.

Q: Who is your favorite author?

A: I really enjoy reading Colleen
Hoover, Jeffrey Archer, and Dennis
Lehane. I also like to read historical
fiction such as Philippa Gregory who
focuses on British history like the Tu-
dor period.

Q: What do you like to do in your

free time?

A: 1 like to play pickleball, and we are
in the process of building a court at
our home. I love to read, watch crime
shows and sports and take walks in the
preserve.
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Rotary Club of Ponte Vedra cont. from pg. 1

even homelessness — among many of
our students in Nocatee has been on the
increase since the pandemic. Partner-
ing with Valley Ridge Academy (where
student poverty is especially acute) and
St. Augustine-based 501(c)3, Mission

to End Student Homelessness (MESH),
last fall we embarked on an effort to as-
sist local students in need which we call
‘Save Our Students’ or SOS for short.
Thanks to the generosity of many, we're
closing in on our goal of raising $20,000
of which $12,000 will be granted to
VRA for its exclusive use to help address
the effects of student poverty, and the re-
maining $8,000 will assist MESH in its
legacy mission of supporting homeless
students throughout St. Johns County.
Anyone wishing to donate to SOS may
still do so by sending a check to the
Ponte Vedra Rotary Foundation,101
Marketside Avenue, Ponte Vedra, FL
32081, contributing online at www.
pontevedrarotary.org or utilizing Venmo
@PonteVedra-Rotary.”

Visit www.pontevedrarotary.org and
https://meshstaugustine.org for more infor-
mation.

St. Johns County
School Directory
2024 2025
Featuring all St. Johns County schools

Brought to you by The CreekLine
and Ponte Vedra NewsLine

904.886.4919 « www.floridanewsline.com

= [idldie: Croamer, (Fl

www.sjcpa.gov

| ——

PROPERTY APPRAISER
NOTICE OF CERTIFICATION OF TAX ROLL

Pursuant to Sections 193.122 and 197.323, Florida Statutes,
Notice is Hereby Given that the Tax Roll for
St. Johns County was Re-Certified to the St. Johns County Tax
Collector on the 23rd day of May, 2024, for the Collection of
2023 Taxes, to reflect all changes made hy the Value

EDDIE CREAMER
PROPERTY APPRAISER ST. JOHNS COUNTY

ki )

(904) 827-5500
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Baby’s dining accessory 24. Your physique 1. Nestlings 19. Evoked a response
4. Something free 25. Family of regulator genes 2. Induces vomiting 20. French river
8. Ancient Egyptian deity 26. LA football player (abbr.) 3. A place to eat 23. Shiny yellow minerals
10. Set-like mathematical 27. “The Blonde Bombshell” 4. Partner in the air 24. Make illegal
categories 34. Charity 5. Offered one’s take 25. U.S. military branch
11. Top-quality 35. Bluish greens 6. Nobel-winning French 26. River in France and Belgium
12. Expansive 36. Examined closely biologist 27. A woman of refinement
13. Seizure 37. A type of equation 7. Farm animals 28. Male child
15. People with congenital 38. Stretched uncomfortably 9. Prevent from growing 29. Type of medication
absence of pigment 39. Indian religious god 10. Sensationalist periodical ~ 30. German city
16. Gains 40. Clocks 12. Soft-bodied beetle 31. Animal disease
17. Mocked online 41. Slowly leak through 14. Very fast airplane 32. Mediterranean dietary staple
18. Clint’s son 42. Witnesses 15. Imaginative creation 33. Sneak out
21. Body part 43. Midway between south 17. Recipe measurement 34. Radioactivity unit
22. Humor and southeast (abbr.) 36. Performs on stage
23. Code number
O PEI@D 2O kWX B+ 2wk AC ¥P4, N AR 2R3
T“BA“SW“““SEARB" ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTUOVWXYZ
woRes CRYPTOFO
N EDSTARTKSTSWETRTDNADTETRTFB L.
W N L O UTI S HUA ANGA AS S Z H O C s AL BUNDY g C 2 % L 9= P e
G O M E ZADUDAMS S RIJIMLDNNIDWU CARL WINSLOW Determine the code bto reveal the answer!
P MV 3JAMETSTEVA ANSSTR RWAA AAE SYRUS st
J A C K P E AR S ONTMEA AR JI RN E DANNY TANNER Solve the code to discover words related to Father’s Day.
V T D M H K E 0 J D E I W zZ T E P P C D ERIC TAYLOR Each number corresponds to a letter.
M T B K F 6 G S M R CRNTY N HOOR Fﬁéggigg;éwéA (Hint: 15 = E)
E C V K 0 G G I 0 HEAOWDGNU R SNoO
Z T M KOOTZKNARTVGSMASTYN.L L 23 19 9 11 15 10
Y T I NM E P E O S S UARTITTCNTEY JACK PEARSON
CAYBoEtforEyrEs Yoy e
R V A FYRIKTE CLTILTLMSTYTFNNTETU OSC wouLs HuaNe 25 15 4 9 24 10
Z D Z L UNEIRMHI KDY INUGCA AU OTINA ATI MIKE BRADY
K UWRARTITLAETLRNNRMWS wa£| s
N CFPEYRGBUVAUTETCPUTETSTH.] PTLTP BANKS 14 19 10 15 4 9
C ARL WINSILUOMWUPRSHUBMMNTF RON SWANSON
P H I L I P B A NK S J 2 Y I Y L 0O 1L -'T—gmzps“éggkhé
v UM EMY I LLECTIMYNUOTA AU HR WALTER WHITE 2 145 13 15 16 10 19 9 1!
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

Briefs

DAR members clean gravestones
Members of the Ponte Vedra Daughters
of the American Revolution (DAR)

cleaned gravestones in Section F of the

Suzie Ralston, Marsha Byers and Viky Divertie at the
grave cleaning.

H. Warren Smith Cemetery on the
corner of Beach Boulevard and Pen-
man Road. The gravestones of more
than 40 veterans had grass, weeds and
mold removed. Gravestone cleaning
is a regular volunteer activity of DAR
chapters, fulfilling the goals of both
historical preservation and support of
the military.

Daughters of the American Revolution
is a non-political, genealogical women’s
service organization whose members
can trace their lineage to a patriot of the
Revolutionary War. Visit DAR.org or
contact regent.darpontevedra@gmail.
com for more information.

Civic group accepting grant
applications
The Ponte Vedra Women’s Civic

S

Call JET for a FREE Estimate

71X PAINTING
ERVICES INC

904-866-9490

palmlingendoes@idatmaLoom

Alliance is accepting applications
through June 30, 2024 for its
$10,000 grant.

The grant will be awarded to a 501(c)3
nonprofit organization located in St.
Johns County or to an organization
that serves the Beaches area including
Ponte Vedra Beach, Jacksonville Beach,
Neptune Beach and Atlantic Beach.

The Ponte Vedra Women’s Civic Al-
liance is a non- profit organization,
established in 2011 to foster friendship
by working together for the good of the
community. The group awards grants

yearly.

Visit pvwca.org to request an applica-
tion and to review the grant guidelines.

Summer reading volunteer
opportunities abound

If you are willing to spend a little time
this summer helping others, there is an
opportunity waiting for you! RSVP of St.
Johns County is looking for community
members to assist once a week in the
summer reading program in the St. Johns
County School District. Hours are flex-
ible. If you are traveling this summer, you
can help while you are in town.

“There are students who can greatly
benefit from the help of those willing to
give just a small amount of their time,”
said Cheryl Freeman, RSVP director.
“Assistance from community volunteers
can make all the difference in helping
these students succeed.”

Briefs cont.on pg. 14

# Intevior & Exterior Painting 4

 Pressure Washing LICENSED & INSURED 4 EXTERIOR CLEANING 4 ROOF CLEANING

# Drywall & Siding Repair 1) YEAES 4 EXTERIOR PAINTING & RESTORATION 4 POOL ENCLOSURES
#* Popeorn Removal & Tasdurs OF EXPERIENCE 4 HOT WASH & SOFT WASH 4 DOCKS & WALKWAY

POW caALL US TODAY! 904-622-3000

www.powwashjax.com

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call Linda 904-607-5062




Dental insurance
from Physicians
Mutual Insurance
Company. Coverage
for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental
insurance - not just
a discount plan. Get
your free Informa-
tion Kit with details!
1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users!
Discover oxygen
therapy that moves
with you with Ino-
gen Portable Oxy-
gen Concentrators.
Free information
kit. 1-866-477-9045

VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage?
You need a local
expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage
cleanup: A small
amount of water can
cause major dam-
age to your home.
Our trusted profes-
sionals dry out wet
areas & repair to
protect your family
& your home value!
Call 24/7:1-888-872-
2809. Have zip code!

Professional lawn
service: Fertiliza-
tion, weed control,
seeding, aeration &
mosquito control.
Call now for a free
quote. Ask about our
first application spe-
cial! 1-833-606-6777

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator.
It's a power move.

Job Finder:

The Blue Crab is NOW HIRING! Part-time & full time positions. HOSTS,
DISHWASHERS, COOKS, BARTENDERS, SERVERS. Serving Jacksonville
since 1996! Come see what makes The Blue Crab a great place to work.
www.BlueCrabCrabhouse.com

Westminster Woods on Julington Creek is looking for full and part time
Cooksin our Dining Department. Please apply online at https://westmin-
stercommunitiesfl.org/careers/
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estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

tion & distribution,
Call for free author's
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

Bath & shower up-
dates in as little as 1
day! Affordable pric-
es - No payments for
18 months! Lifetime
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Senior
& military discounts
available. 1- 877
-543-9189Change
In Ad Copy - Word-
ing & Phone #!

Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter

Become a published
author. We want
to read your book!
Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since
1920. Consultation,
production, promo-

Get DISH Satellite
TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call To-
day! 1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line in-
stallation and ser-
vice. Now featuring
our free shower
package & $1600
off - limited time!
Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsQOver
$50,000,000 in time-

share debt & fees
cancelled in 2019.
Get free info package
&learn how to get rid
of your timeshare!
Free consultations.
Over 450 positive re-
views. 833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most
local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Diagnosed with lung
cancer & 65+? You
may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award.
No obligation! We've
recovered millions.
Let us help! Call
24/7 1-877-707-5707

Replace your roof

Filter

GUTTER
PROTECTION

20%

Your Entire Purchase*

er household.

Q

1. Callfor details AR #03669209:

CALL TODAY FOR A
FREE INSPECTION!

1-855-595-2102

10%

Seniors + Military

++ We offer financing
that fits your budget!

CA#1035795, CT#HIC.0649905, FL

Tyear. 1Subject

), NI #408693, NV #86990, NY #H-19114, H-52229, OR 4218294, PA #PA0GI383, RI #GC-41354, TN #7656, UT #10783658-5501, VA #2705169445, WA #LEAFFNIWB22JZ, WV #WWN056912

/r.ﬂ-

i

-

i SPE
CaII today and recelvw

' FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFE’I&VSTEE’

WALK-INTuB

-1-855-417-1306

With purchase of a hew Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer a.t__time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

w/the best looking
& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3
styles & multiple
colors available.
Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to 50%
off install + Addi-
tional 10% off install
(military, health &
1st responders.)
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little as
one day. For a limited

time, waving ALL in-
stallation costs! (Ad-
ditional terms apply.
Subject to change
and vary by dealer.)
Offer ends 6/30/24.
Call 1-844-501-3208

Don't let the stairs
limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal
solution for anyone
who struggles on the
stairs, is concerned
about a fall or wants
to regain access to
their entire home.
Call AmeriGlide to-
day! 1-833-399-3595

Home break-ins

take less than 60
seconds. Don't
wait! Protect your
family, your home,
your assets now
for as little as 70¢/
day! 1-844-591-7951

MobileHelp Amer-
ica's premier mo-
bile medical alert
system. Whether
you're home or
away. For safety &
peace of mind. No
long term contracts!
Free brochure! Call
1-888-489-3936

PopHistory

By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com

Over the years, many automotive in-
novations have come out of the sport
of racing. Some of those, like seat
belts and roll cages, were designed to
make a dangerous activity more safe.
This is the story of one such innova-
tion.

In 1911, at the inaugural running of
the Indianapolis 500, now billed as
the “Greatest Spectacle in Racing,”
Ray Harroun “invented” the rear view
mirror. It is widely believed that his
was the first ever installed on an auto-
mobile. Harroun added the rear view
mirror not to make his car safer, but
to make it faster. At that time, all race
cars had two passengers — a driver
and a mechanic. The onboard me-
chanic had several jobs, one of which
was to look out for cars overtaking

from behind.

Harroun showed up for that first
Indianapolis race in a single seat
Marmon Wasp. That car, which was
innovative in many ways, featured a
rear view mirror mounted onto the
front dash. Harroun argued that his
new mirror made the riding mechanic
unnecessary. Track officials agreed and
Harroun and the yellow number 32

Marmon Wasp gained a significant
advantage in weight.

Harroun had gotten the idea for the
mirror in 1904 in Chicago. Har-

roun was serving as the chauffeur for
the president of Montgomery Ward,
William Thorne. At that time, Mont-
gomery Ward was a mail order retailer.
Later they would add brick and mor-
tar stores and, for a time, would be
one of the largest department store
chains in the country.

In 1944, FDR ordered the US troops
to seize Montgomery Ward’s corporate
offices to end a four-month strike that
was considered debilitating to the war
effort. After the war, the company

fell on hard times due to mismanage-
ment. Louis Wolfson, of Jacksonville,
launched a proxy fight in 1955 to
unseat the president. For a time, the
company recovered, but ultimately
sold its few remaining stores in 1985.

In any event, while he was chauffeur-
ing Thorne around the busy streets
of Chicago, Harroun noticed a horse
drawn taxicab. The driver was sitting
there in a top hat, and he had a long
pole with a mirror attached in order
to see what was behind him. Seven

The Rear View Mirror

years later, Harroun put a similar
device onto an automobile. Driving
alone, Harroun averaged a speed of
74.6 miles per hour and finished the
500-mile race in seven hours and 37
minutes. He won the race and a first-
place prize of $10,000, a little over a
quarter of a million dollars in today’s
money.

The race was fraught with peril. One
mechanic was thrown from his car
and killed instantly. Spectators rushed
to the event and had to be driven

off by National Guardsmen to make
room for the doctors. Several other
mechanics were injured and so were
some spectators. Every time there was
a crash, the crowd rushed across the
track to get a better view.

Harroun had some other advantages.
Known as the “Little Professor,” he
ran a smart race and only had to
change four tires, which saved consid-
erable time in the pits. The car itself

was called a “Wasp” because it had

an aerodynamic tail that resembled

a wasp’s stinger. Later engineers

would argue that the rear view mir-
ror mounted on the cowling had the
unintended outcome of acting like a
spoiler producing downforce. If so,
that was the only advantage the mirror
provided.

In 1911, the Indy 500 track was con-
structed entirely of bricks which made
for a bumpy ride, making the mir-
“To tell the truth,
on the brick surface, I couldn’t see a
damn thing in it,” Harroun would
later confess. “And no one knew it but

»

me.

ror all but useless.

Scott A. Grant is a local historian and
author. By day he is president of Stand-
fast Asset Management. He grew up in
Indianapolis and went to a number of
races. He welcomes your comments at
scottg@standfastic.com

Advertise in this year’s
St. Johns County School Directory!

Call Linda Gay today! 904.607.5062
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Meet two veteran teachers upon their retirement

Bee Healthy
Bee Happy
Bee Best

Visit us and subscribe at:
www.patriotbeebest.gumroad.com

CI): 5w
Scan QR Code
for more

information

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Jodi Johnson and Sherri Anthony are
both retiring this year after more than
30 years working for the St. Johns
School District. Both are currently

at Landrum Middle School. Their
colleague, Beth McBride, thought it
would be great to recognize them and
fun to learn a little bit more about
them.

Meet Sherri Anthony
Q: What college did you graduate

from?
A: Flagler College in St. Augustine.

Q: How long have you been in edu-
cation and what was your first job?

A: Forty-two years in St. Johns
County and my first job was teach-
ing physical education at Nease High
School in 1982.

Q: When and where did you start
coaching basketball?

A: Nease High School in 1982. 1
taught PE and then coached three
sports — JV volleyball, varsity girls
basketball, and JV softball — all at
Nease. I also coached at Flagler Col-
lege: basketball for two seasons, 1986
— 1988 and softball for nine seasons,
1982 — 1991.

Q: You have been awarded many
basketball coach awards, what was
the most recent?

\ / v /
\ \

AR
STARLING
AT NOCATEE

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4199
ALF#13109

1\
STARLING

AT PONTE VEDRA

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-686-3700
ALF#12887

Your carefree oasis of |uxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.
Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,

assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you’re sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is

all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

LN RN
STARLING STARLING

AT SAN JOSE

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350
ALF#12887

AT NOCATEE

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

904-834-4511

WELLNESS - ENGAGEMENT - CULINARY « SERVICE

A: The NHSCA — National High
School Coaches Association Hall of
Fame Award

Q: What schools did you teach at

throughout your career?

A: T taught PE at Nease from 1982 —
1986; PE at Ponte Vedra-Palm Valley
Elementary School, 1986 — 1990; PE
at Landrum Middle School from 1990
— 1995; and was Dean of Students at
Landrum Middle School from 1995 —
2024.

Q: You helped open Landrum
Middle school in 1990; what is one
memory that you have of that first
year.

A: The size of the school was such that
you really got to know the students
and their families, everything was
brand new, traditions were formed,
new mascot and colors were decided,
clubs were started, and sports were a
central theme throughout the year.
Mr. Allten, the principal’s theme was
for everyone to buy into his mantra of
doing everything with Dignity, Integ-
rity, and Class. Punch cards were cre-
ated for positive behavior rewards and
the whole faculty had a club either
during or after school. Dress code of
tucking in shirts and fingertip length
shorts and dresses were a must.

Meet Jodi Johnson
Q: How many years have you been a
teacher and what was your first job?

A: 36 years. I started at the Safety
Harbor (Florida) Exceptional Center
—a K-8 grade school for Emotional
Behavioral Disorder (EBD) students.
In St. Johns County, I've taught at
Rawlings Elementary, Valley Ridge
Academy, and Landrum Middle
School.

Q: Why did you become a teacher?

A: T took a psychology class as a fresh-
man in college, I had not declared a
major at that time. Teaching was not
on my radar. We had an assignment
where we were to go into an elemen-
tary school and work with kinder-
garten students. I was paired with a
five-year-old girl; I still remember her
name, Dena. She was deaf and during
our short time together she taught me,

a 19-year-old college student, how to
sign. I was so fascinated by this little
girl, I began taking sign language
classes which led to getting my Mas-
ter’s degree in ESE.

Q: Tell one funny story.

A: The first year at Valley Ridge
Academy the grades two through
seven were taking a standardized

test. I admit, I was technologically
challenged, and I clicked on “LAN-
SCHOOL” during the test, and I still
do not know what I did, but the entire
school testing site shut down and my
face came up on everyone’s screen!
Everyone got to witness my reaction
seeing myself on the screen as well

as me frantically pushing all kinds of
keys to shut it down. Needless to say,
I had two APs, the dean and the IT
person immediately at my classroom
door huffing and puffing (I was on
the second floor) wondering what the
heck I did. They weren’t too happy,
but everyone else got quite the laugh.
Me, well, I was mortified!

Q: What is a piece of advice you
would give teachers on being able to
stay a teacher for a long time.

A: If you feel yourself getting burned
out, change schools, grade level or
subject area. It challenges you and can
never go wrong meeting new teachers.
I feel teachers are some of the most
caring, giving people I have ever met.

Q: Why did you stay in education so
long?

When you love what you are doing,
time goes by very fast. I have loved
working with students, getting to
know them, their families, their strug-
gles and what makes them unique. My
students know I care about them and
in turn they trust me. I am so blessed
that I chose a career that I was meant

to do. It has been incredibly gratify-
ing.

Q: When a student is struggling
with the material that is being
taught, what do you say to them?

A: I always point out what they can
do and go from there. We all have our
strengths, and we all have our weak-
nesses.

Photo courtesy Beth McBride
Congratulations to Jodi Johnson (left) and Sherri Anthony (right) on their retirement.



Ponte Vedra 1715/ /z une 2024 | Page 13

Friends of Ponte Vedra Concert Hall present
first-ever music scholarship

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Friday, April 26 the Ponte Vedra
Concert Hall and Friends of Ponte
Vedra Concert Hall hosted a “Load
Out” in celebration of the Concert
Hall’s upcoming renovation with St.
Johns County leadership and govern-
ment officials in attendance. During
the “Load Out” the Friends of Ponte
Vedra Concert Hall punctuated this
special event with the announcement
that they are establishing the first-
ever music scholarship at the North
Florida School of Special Education.

The Friends of Ponte Vedra Concert
Hall donated the amount of $4,000
to the school in honor of Tib Miller,
founder of Flying Saucer Presents.
Miller was one of North Florida’s

most beloved and respected concert
promoters and friend to the music in-
dustry. Honoring a very special con-
nection to the school, Miller’s son,
Gram, has attended the school since
age six, and continues to thrive there
today as a 20-year-old, multi-talented
drummer and guitarist.

The music scholarship created by
Friends of Ponte Vedra Concert Hall
goes to a cause very near and dear to
the group’s mission of cultivating and
inspiring the arts in the community.
Music is often lauded as an incredibly
beneficial therapeutic approach to
address the social, physical, cogni-
tive, and emotional needs of people
with intellectual and developmental
differences. This donation will help
to further the safe haven provided by

Photo courtesy Friends of Ponte Vedra Concert Hall

benefits of movement, a closer con-
nection with peers and teachers, and
the learning of musical instruments.

music classes at the school, promot-
ing the positive expression of feelings,
sensory development and release, the

Ocean Palms celebrates rockin’ staff

By Lisa Farese
mail@floridanewsline.com

Ocean Palms Elementary School cel-
ebrated its staff the week of May 6 — 10
in a week of record-turning, note-worthy
fun with a music- through -the-decades
celebration.

On Monday, staff were invited to “sock

hop” in for a breakfast of coffee, do-
nuts, chicken biscuits and fruit. Tuesday
brought peace, love and cupcakes with
gift cards. By Wednesday, staff were “do-
ing the hustle” to a taco lunch. Thursday
was chill with a gourmet popsicle food
truck fit for popstars. And, finally, Friday
was met with a “great mix” of live music
by Pete Masitti and lunch by Trasca.

Photos courtesy Lisa Fares
A '70s-themed lunch made the staff's day at Ocean Palms.

THE TAILORED CLOSET
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LOCALLY OWNED AND OPERATED WITH OVER
12,000 INSTALLATIONS IN NE FLORIDA SINCE 2005

www.tailoredcloset.com

REQUEST A FREE CONSULTATION

(904) 645-0885

OPE staff were living like pop stars W|th gourmetpopsmles on Thursday.
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PARISH BING©
Bingo Night at §t Joseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50°S
& DOOR PRIZES

PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING
AND SECURITY ON THE PREMISES.

GREAT FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS.

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM

GAMES START AT 7:00PM

Cody Center - Tally Room
4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223
NO CHILDREN

ALLOWED
PER STATE LAWS.

849.0931(10)(A)

GAME DATES: June 8 | July 13 | August 10

For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904.742.8777 or vaterlizzi@gmail.com

Bring this coupon and get

entered to win a door prize
exp 6/9/2024

Briefs cont.from pg. 10

Orientation will be provided, and back-
ground screening will be performed
free of charge. Contact RSVP at (904)
547-3952 or Cheryl.Freeman@stjohns.

k12.fl.us for more information.

Group to induct new slate of officers at
June luncheon

Coastal Friends will hold an installation
ceremony to induct a new slate of of-
ficers for fiscal year starting July 1, 2024
at its monthly luncheon on June 5 at
Marsh Landing Country Club, 25655
Marsh Landing Pkwy., from 11 a.m. —
1:30 p.m.

The luncheon is open to the commu-
nity, members, and guests of Coastal
Friends. The menu will consist of house

salad with chef’s dressing, chicken

“Before moving here, I had to

weather several storms. I was

alone and I was afraid. But here,

I was not afraid. Feeling safe and

secure made all the difference

during the storm.”

\ Delores, Resident at
W  Westminster St. Augustine

DISCOVER A SECURE PLAN
FOR YOUR FUTURE AT
WESTMINSTER ST. AUGUSTINE

You'll love the maintenance-free lifestyle, ideal location
at World Golf Village and peace of mind of a secure
plan for the future. Our Life Plan Community offers:

« Formal and casual dining venues

« Resident privileges on world class King & Bear
and Slammer & Squire golf courses

« Exclusive MyWLife program for whole-person

well-being

« A full continuum of supportive aging services,
should your needs change

o And more!

Call (904) 569-7871 today

to learn more!

7 .
Westminster
St. Augustine

Florentine, baked red skin potato
wedges, steamed vegetable medley, and
fruit-topped cheesecake. The cost to
attend is $25 per person. Seating will be
limited, so reservations must be made
in advance by contacting bartshar@
comcast.net. Luncheons are held on the
first Wednesday of every month, except
for July and August.

Established in 1998, Coastal Friends
is a social group of women who live
in Ponte Vedra Beach, Nocatee, Jack-
sonville, Jacksonville Beach, Neptune
Beach, Atlantic Beach, St. Augustine,
and the surrounding area. Some of the
activities offered are: adventures and
outings, book club, Bunco, Canasta,
happy hour, lunch in, lunch out, Mah
Jongg, samba, and wine socials. New
members are welcome throughout the
year.

Additionally, Coastal Friends collects
food and pet items, toys, gently-used
items and donates them to various local
organizations and animal shelters. June’s
highlighted Organization of the Month
is Gabriel House. Gabriel House’s
mission is to promote a “‘community
of healing” environment by providing
affordable, temporary lodging for adult
organ transplant and cancer patients

as well as their caregivers who come to
Jacksonville for medical treatment.

Northeast Florida Sisters in Crime
welcomes Army veteran

The Northeast Florida Sisters in Crime
will meet on June 8 at 11:15 a.m. at
the Ponte Vedra Beach Branch Library.
Featured speaker will be Army veteran

Tonya Oxendine who will present
“Words of a Woman Warrior.”

“Military members have a ‘can-do’
mentality,” Oxendine said. “Together,
we faced challenges head-on, relying on
hard work and determination to achieve
our objectives.”

And this she did during her 30-year
Army career, but she also endured trau-
matic challenges, including harassment,
rejection, stereotypes and prejudice in

a “man’s world.” She coped with her
situation the same way so many other
women, and men, have done — by bot-
tling up her emotions. Oxendine finally
sought help for her post-traumatic stress

disorder (PTSD) and the severe depres-
sion and anxiety she was experiencing.
The Wounded Warrior Project® (WWP)
Talk program gave her the connection
she needed. Now, she travels the world
to help others heal and find peace by

sharing her powerful story.

This will be an in-person discussion
meeting and no zoom linkage will be
offered. Contact floridasistersincrime@
gmail.com for more information. Bring
your coffee and bring a friend. The
group welcomes misters and sisters to
learn more about writing, promoting,
and enjoying crime fiction.

Ponte Vedra Beach author’s memoir
named Book of the Month

The Florida Writers Association has
named “Ron’s World: All the Times I
Died” as its current Book of the Month
selection. Written by former Miller
Electric CEO and chairman Ron Au-
trey, the book chronicles Autrey’s life as
seen against the backdrop of one of the
most transformative periods in world
history: the 1950s to the present day.
While recounting the era’s remarkable
advancements in technology, medicine
and exploration — along with its wars,
famines and natural disasters — Au-
trey punctuates his historical chronicle
with personal recollections, including
accounts of several near-death experi-
ences.

“I was both humbled and gratified to
learn of this honor,” Autrey said. “For
a guy like me, the ‘town electrician,’ to
have my first book recognized by other
authors is very encouraging.”

“Ron’s World” recounts Autrey’s
boyhood experiences growing up in
Jacksonville in the 1950s and 1960s,
his time in the Army, and his climb in
the electrical contracting business to
become a prominent local businessman
and philanthropist. As its title implies,
“Ron’s World” is an examination of the
times in which its author lived.

Autrey noted that all profits from sales
of the book go to K9s for Warriors
(https://k9storwarriors.org). Proceeds
from the sale of his forthcoming book,
“Synope,” will benefit the Tunnel to
Towers Foundation (https://t2t.org).

Photo courtesy Steph McFee

Del Webb resident Gloria North recently made a $10,000 donation to Sisters-in-Arms, the result of North selling her Afri-
can art collection. North saw a story in Ponte Vedra NewsLine about Sisters-in-Arms, a non-profit empowering girls to
thrive in work and life after aging out of foster care. North felt inspired to help after reading the story and was especially
interested in helping to meet the educational and professional needs of the girls to help them succeed in life. Pictured
are Sisters-in-Arms co-founder Steph McFeg; The Yards director of sales and events Anna Washington; Sisters-in-Arms
co-founder Mary Saenz; and donor Gloria North. Sisters-in-Arms is asking the community to Save the Date for its
upcoming fundraiser on Oct. 25, 2024: "Arm-in-Arm Showdown," a pickleball and golf tournament, which will take place
at The Yards from 2 pm. to 9 p.m. Visit www.sisters-in-arms.org for more information.

Live Well.. Be %“ﬁ%

235 Towerview Drive, St. Augustine, FL 1:5:"
Independent Living | Assisted Living | Nursing Care
Rehabilitation | Memory Care
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VoteTomLeek.com

TOM LEEK

THE REAL CONSERVATIVE FOR ST. JOHNS
COUNTY IN THE FLORIDA SENATE

“Tom Leek upholds conservative
values and consistently delivers
results for the people of Northeast
Florida. He is a true servant leader
who respects and protects our
men and women in uniform, as
well as their families. There is no
question in my mind that he will
continue this important work in
the state Senate, and as a veteran,
| am extremely proud to offer him
my endorsement.”

Endorsed by
America First Congressman
Michael Waltz

“Florida is the most law enforcement-
friendly state in the nation thanks to
leaders like Tom Leek. | commend
him for spearheading initiatives in the
Florida House of Representatives like
House Bill 3in 2022 and thank him
for all he has done to ensure our
state supports, recruits, and retains
the very best men and women into
this noble profession. | am proud to
Endorsed by have endorsed his campaign for the

Sheriff Robert Hardwick Florida Senate.”

VOTE FOR TOM LEEK —

IN THE REPUBLICAN PRIMARY
FLORIDA STATE SENATE DISTRICT 7

Voter Registration Information at VoteSJC.gov
Register to vote by July 22" to be eligible to vote in the
Tuesday, August 20" Republican Primary

Paid by Tom Leek, Republican, for State Senate
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FROM A GREAT LEGACY A

NEW COMMUNITY RISES

PVR 24-88145

With over 30 years of experience, Fleet Landing has fine-tuned the art of
retirement living in Atlantic Beach. Now, we are adding an extraordinary
new location in Ponte Vedra — Fleet Landing at Nocatee. Discover our

high-caliber resort lifestyle with countless opportunities to thrive and the

peace of mind that only a Life Plan Community can bring.

FLEEI TANDING




