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BFF Best Furry Friend

Photos courtesy Jaclyn Rodriguez
The Survivors' lap at Relay for Life is very
meaningful.

Relay For Life
set for April 13
at Nease

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Nease High School will host the
American Cancer Society Relay For
Life of the First Coast six-hour event
again this spring. Hundreds of area
residents will join together to fight
back against cancer on Saturday,

April 13 from 4 p.m. — 10 p.m.

Relay For Life provides an
opportunity for registered teams and
participants to set up a tent-site on
the track to fundraise for American
Cancer Society life-saving programs,
services, and research. Teams and
participants take turns walking
around the track for the duration of
the event to show their support of
those touched by cancer.

“In 2023, more than 1.9 million
new cancer cases were expected to be

Relay For Life cont. on pg.2
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April 2024 marks the 160th anniversary
of Maple Leaf’s sinking

By Brittany Cohill

mail@floridanewsline.com

Before the sun rose on the morning of
April 1, 1864, an explosion lit Man-
darin’s sky above the St. Johns River.

Within minutes of the blast, the Union

steamboat “Maple Leaf” sank more
than 20 feet, coming to rest on the
riverbed below. Unknown to the ship’s
captain and crew, Confederate soldiers
attached to the 2nd Battalion, Florida
Infantry had deployed a series of 12
mines floating just below the surface

across the narrow channel at Mandarin

Point.

The U.S. Civil War had raged for three

years by this time, and Florida was es-
sential to the Confederates’ war effort
as the supplier of beef, pork, salt, and
cotton. Union incursions into Florida
were aimed at cutting off these sup-
ply lines, and at various times since
the war began, Union troops occupied
Jacksonville. By February 1864, the
Union permanently occupied the city
and used it as a home base from which
to control the St. Johns RlVCI‘ recruit

Black men as soldiers, and launch west-
ward advances into the interior.

Despite a Union defeat that same
month at the Battle of Olustee in Baker
County, the United States
remained committed to
Florida, permanently
occupying Palatka in
addition to Jacksonville.
On March 31, 1864, the
“Maple Leaf” docked in
Palatka to offload 87 cav-
alry men and their horses.
Later that night, the
steamer started its return
to Jacksonville to deliver
the contents of its cargo
hold — the personal be-

longings and military-is-

sued equipment of several
Union regiments.

Romeo Murray, a former-
ly enslaved man on the
Kingsley Plantation and

Photo courtesy Martie Thompson

The bow of the Maple Leaf is on exhibit.

Does your business
cater to kids?

the “Maple Leaf’s” pilot,
described the blast, “The

This special section
is for you!

Call Linda Gay today to learn more

904.607.5062 | Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum
A museum patron checks out the Maple Leaf exhibit,
river was still and perfectly smooth and
I could see the shore well and make
the channel easy ... There was a loud
noise right under the boat and the pilot
house lifted right up. I was raised up
and my head struck the top of the pilot
house and I fell down and lost my cap.
The floor sunk right down. When I got
up, the wire had stretched and set the
whistle blowing. I went out the star-
board door and ran up the hog brace.
I saw the second engineer forward and
started for him supposing he went to
let go the anchor. He said, 'get water.
"... The whole deck, the main deck and
the hurricane deck were settled right
down and the pilot house fell forward
.. The boat went right down head
first.” The “Maple Leaf” was a total
loss. Murray was one of 62 who sur-
vived the blast. Four other free-Black
crewmen did not.

The ship’s cargo rested forgotten,
undisturbed, and preserved in the mud
for well over a century. In the 1980s,
Dr. Keith Holland, a Jacksonville den-

Maple Leaf cont.onpg.9
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Give your brain what it needs

S0 you can hear hetter

Introducing Oticon Real™ a life-changing

hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon Real™ helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.
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Audiologist/Owner

300+ Five Star Reviews

Call 904-262-5550 Today!

"2 You're invited to try Oticon Real™ RISK FREE
Dr. Leslie A. Staverman a STAVERMAN

HEARING CENTERS

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care

following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request
the best. During your stay, our top priorities are to help you
regain your best quality of life, maximize your independence,

and connect you back to your best health.

—— * Spacious therapy center
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RIVER(GGARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

e Green, lush campus

e Individualized treatment plans
* Specialized therapists
* Available 7 days a week
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Scan code to visit RiverGarden.org
or call us at 904.886.8420.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by
the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Relay For Life cont. from pg.1

diagnosed in the United States and
more than 600,000 Americans were
expected to die from cancer,” said Jaclyn
Rodriguez, senior development manager
at the American Cancer Society.
“Educating, advocating and increasing
equal access to care depends on what we
do right now. Events like Relay For Life
provide an opportunity for communities
to raise awareness and funds for life-
saving programs and services like Road
to Recovery and Hope Lodge.”

The community is welcome to attend
for food, games, and entertainment.
The event kicks off at 4 p.m. with an
Opening Ceremony that recognizes
survivors and caregivers followed by a
schedule of events and activities before
our Luminaria Ceremony begins at 8:30
p-m.

Longtime participant Marion Linda said,
“We enjoy the opening ceremony where
they kick off the event with the survivor
lap. There's a lot of festivities throughout
the evening including a survivor and
caregiver dinner reception. We support
American Cancer Society local events
because of all the work the society does
to provide programs, services, research

and more to cancer patients and their
families. We look forward to another
successful event this year."

The American Cancer Society’s signature
fundraising event, Relay For Life is
more than a walk. It is a volunteer-led
movement that unites communities to
celebrate cancer survivors, remember
loved ones lost to cancer, and raise funds
to improve the lives of people with
cancer and their families.

“Relay is an opportunity to connect
survivors and caregivers to others who
understand the cancer journey and

the importance of having hope,” said
Rodriguez. “Relay For Life provides

this and more. It's a movement. It’s
something you don't fully understand
until you experience it. I started Relaying
in 2011 and it's been a part of my life
ever since.”

In Florida, more than 162,000

new cancer cases are expected to be
diagnosed. Cancer continues to be the
second most common cause of death
among Americans after heart disease.
Visit RelayForLife.org/FirstCoastFL or
call (800) 227-2345 to sign up or learn
more about Relay For Life.

Libraries offer many youth activities —

check it out!

By Jeremy Yates

mail@floridanewsline.com

Is your family participating in Mayor
Donna Deegan’s River City Readers
Challenge? The city’s top readers will
win awesome prizes! Find more infor-
mation and instructions for download-
ing the Beanstack app at rivercityread-
ers.com.

Storytime counts as minutes read! Join
us for Little Readers (ages birth to five)
Fridays at 10:15 a.m. or 11 a.m. at
Mandarin Branch Library or Thursdays
at 10:15 a.m. or 11 a.m. at South Man-
darin Library. Note: Registration is not
required for Little Readers, but space is
limited. Please arrive early.

Drop in and read to a therapy dog!
Sammy the Golden Retriever visits
South Mandarin Library Wednesday,
April 3 and April 17 at 2:30 p.m. Yona,
the Newfoundland dog, visits the South
Mandarin Branch on Wednesday, April
10 and April 24 at 2:30 p.m. and Satur-
day, April 13 at 2:30 p.m.

For reading paired with hands-on activi-
ties, check out STEAM & Stories (ages
five through 12) Mondays at 3:30 p.m.
at Mandarin Branch Library. For even
more art and reading fun, join us at
Junior Artists (ages five through eight)
Tuesdays at 4 p.m. at South Manda-
rin Library. If your kids like exploring
Science, Technology, Engineering, and
Math concepts, they’re going to love Ju-
nior Scientists (ages five through eight)
Wednesdays at 3:30 p.m. at Mandarin
Branch.

There are also fun Junior Labs for the
older kids (ages nine to 12). Sculpture
Lab runs Wednesdays at 4 p.m. at the
South Mandarin Library and Thursdays
at 3:30 p.m. at the Mandarin Library
starting in April (through the end of
May). The Dragon Tea Society needs

new tea dragon care supplies. They’re
looking for apprentice sculptors to
learn the ins and outs of crafting with
polymer clay.

Frosting Lab at South Mandarin Library
starts April 5 and continues Fridays

at 11 a.m. Homeschoolers (ages 10
through 14): Develop your dessert deco-
rating skills and create edible art. By the
end of the series, you'll have practiced
with all the icing tools and techniques
you need to create frosted masterpieces.

Visit www.jaxpubliclibrary.org/events
for more information.

Need help
preparing your
taxes?

American Association of Retired
Persons (AARP) TaxAide offers
free tax counseling and preparation
services at the Library during tax
season!

Mandarin Library: Thursdays from
1 p.m. -6 p.m.

e Call (904) 419-3402 or schedule
online: tinyurl.com/TaxMandarin-
BranchLib

South Mandarin Library: Tuesdays
from 1 p.m. — 5 p.m or Saturdays
from 10 a.m. — 2 p.m.

e Call (904) 257-6520 or schedule
online: tinyurl.com/TaxSouthMan-
darinLib

Note: laxes are prepared by appoint-
ment only. For other locations, call

(904) 701-3462
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(904)268-0830 - www.florodental.com

BRIAN E.
FLORO

D.M.D. P.A.

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.
11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 « Jacksonville, FL 32223

General & Family Dentistry

Exams and Cleanings ¢ Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions « Root Canals * Crowns and Bridges
Veneers and Teeth Whitening ¢ Clear Braces with ClearCorrect
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 1:30 p.m.
at Tommy Hazouri Park (formerly Mandarin Park).
The courts are at the park entrance next to the
tennis courts. Try to get there a few minutes early
for court assignments. Beginners are welcome.
Just show up (a few minutes before playing time),
unless it rains.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every Saturday,
except on holiday weekends, at 8:30 a.m. at
Baha'i Community Center, 5034 Greenland

Road. Guests are welcome. The meetings can
also be attended online at https://toastofjax.
toastmastersclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the second
and fourth Tuesday of each month at 7 p.m. in the
Kids' Building of Trinity Mandarin, located at 2955
Orange Picker Road. This jam is open to everyone
and all levels of ability are welcome. Come to
play with the group or just sit back and enjoy

the music. For more information, contact Burt
Coulliette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who enjoy
knitting, crocheting and looming (with all items
donated to charity) meets every Wednesday
from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Maple Street Biscuit
Company, 1627 Race Track Road in St. Johns. Visit
the group’s Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or
email playinghookie2022@gmail.com for more

information.

2 d g Honeybee Quilters Guild will
n = meeton Tuesday, April 2 at7

p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church at the

Loretto Road Campus in the Kids' Space at 2501

Loretto Road. Featured will be a presentation by

JAX MQG on modern quilting. Wearing masks is

optional. New members/guests welcome. Visit

honeybeequilters.org for more information.

3 d a UF/IFAS Extension Duval County
r = Spring Training will be held at

the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road,

on April 3 from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. The program will

include Edible Landscaping, Commonly Seen

Native Plants in North Florida Landscapes, onsite

propagation class and a garden tour. Bring your

own lunch. Registration required; visit go.ufl.edu/

duvalspring2024

4 h 7th: The Sound of Music will be
t ™ performed April 4,5, and 6 at 7
p.m. and April 7 at 4:30 p.m. at Mandarin United
Methodist Church, 11270 San Jose Blvd. Tickets

are $15. Visit https://tinyurl.com/2rhcpf5p for
tickets and more information.

6th: Walter Jones Historical Park buildings,
including the 1898 St. Joseph's Mission

Schoolhouse for African American Children, the
1875 Webb Jones Farmhouse, the 1876 Barn, and
the Losco Winery, will be open on April 6 from
10 am. - 2 p.m. The Historic Mandarin Store &
Post Office, located at 12471 Mandarin Road,

will also be open. Museum volunteers will be
inside each building for guided tours. Admission
is free; Donations help support the museum'’s
programming and operations. Visit www.
mandarinmuseum.org for more information.

h s Meetthe Maple Leaf Divers at the
6t = Mandarin Museum, 11964 Mandarin
Road, from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. on Saturday, April 6.
This is an informal, conversational-style event;
drop in anytime within the two hours to chat
with Dr. Keith Holland and his team and view
the museum's expanded Maple Leaf exhibit.
Admission to Meet the Maple Leaf Divers and
Mandarin Museum is free. Donations help
support the museum’s programming and
operations. For more information, visit www.
mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 268-0784.

h g Mandarin Frog Paint Party at
6t = Mandarin Museum on Saturday,
April 6 at 10 a.m. Purchase, paint, and take home
your very own Mandarin Frog (or sea turtle

or squirrel). The cost is $22 per person and
advanced registration is required. To register,

email info@mandarinmuseum.org.

h s  Music Under the Oaks community
7t = music jam, hosted by the Mandarin
Museum & Historical Society and North Florida
Folk Network will resume underneath the
beautiful trees in front of Mandarin Museum
on Sunday, April 7 from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. Bring a
chair or blanket and relax and listen. Mandarin
Museum and the 1898 Schoolhouse will be open
to visitors. Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org or
call (904) 268-0784 for more information.

h s The Secrets We Keep," concert
7t s version, will take place on April 7
at 2 p.m. at River Garden, 11401 0ld St. Augustine
Road. Inspired by historical events and personal
narratives, and written and directed by Danielle
Wirsansky, “The Secrets We Keep” is a thought-
provoking musical that delves into the untold
stories of LGBTQ+ individuals during the
Holocaust. Admission is free and open to the
public, with donations accepted to support the
ongoing work of White Mouse Productions.

h g Jacksonville Chapter DAR will
gt = meet on Tuesday, April 9 at11a.m.

at Blue Fish Restaurant. Visit jacksonvilleDAR.org
for more information.

TAX TIP

Dianne K. Briery
CPA PLC

Certified Public
Accountant

LET US SIMPLIFY YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS
44 years of serving clients!

- Tax Planning and Prep for Business/Individual
« QuickBooks Consulting/Training

« Church Accounting - Clergy Taxation

- Pension Plans - IRAs

If you have formed a LLC since January 1, 2024 (whether open
for business or not), you have 90 days from date of formation
to file the beneficial ownership information report. Penalties
for late filing can be substantial, up to $10,000 plus
imprisonment. Companies that were already in existence at
January 1, 2024, have until December 31 to file. This report
includes information about individuals who directly or
indirectly own and/or control the company.

Call today for your no cost consultation
No cost consultation limited to %2 hour.

904-880-3200 | www.dkbrierycpa.com

Located in the Julington Creek Business Park «12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 « Jacksonville, Florida 32223

]3th a The Southern Genealogist's

» Exchange Society will host
speaker Mark Olsen, who will discuss the

Family Tree Maker Program on Saturday, April 13
beginning at 10 a.m. at the Argyle Branch Library
and via Zoom. Visit www.sgesjax.org to register
for the meeting or call (904) 778-1000 for more
information.

] 5th g The All Star Quilters Guild will

= meet at 9:30 a.m. for socializing
prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, April 15
at First Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.
Sharon Crumbliss of Crumbliss Art will talk and
show some of her creations. Sew and Tell is
always a feature. Guests are welcome. Visit www.
allstarquilters.org for more information.

] 6t g Master Gardener Juliet Johnson

= will present “Sanctuary/Sacred
Gardening” to the Dogwood Circle at Mandarin
Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road, at 10 a.m. on
April 16. The public is invited to this free event.
Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for more
information.

]7 h a Town Hall meeting with Council
t » Member Michael Boylan about
the proposed Hartley Road improvements will be
held on April 17 at 6 p.m. at the Mandarin Senior
Center, 3848 Hartley Road. Email MBoylan@coj.
net or call (904) 255-5206 for more information.
]8 h g Third Thursday Lecture featuring

t = "Our Mandarin Neighbors” will be
held on April 18 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at the
Mandarin Community Club, 12447 Mandarin Road.
The lecture will be hosted by Mandarin Museum
in partnership with the Mandarin Community

Club. Admission is free and the event is open to
the community.

]8 h g 'Lose the Lawn" will be

t » presented by Master Gardener
Juliet Johnson on April 18 at 10 a.m. at the
Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road. The
public is invited to this free event. Visit www.

mandaringardenclub.org for more information,

2 3 d g GriefShare group will meet
r = on Tuesdays beginning April 23
through July 23 from 6:30 p.m. - 8:30 p.m. at the

Cody Enrichment Center at St. Joseph's Catholic
church, 4152 Loretto Road. Call (904) 318-9308 for

more information and sign up.

25t » Mandarin Republican Club will
» meet on Thursday, April 25 at

St. Mary's Seafood, 11290 Old St. Augustine Road.

Social time begins at 6 p.m. and the meeting

starts at 6:30 p.m. First time visitors are welcome.

PARISH BINGO
Bingo Night at St Joseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50’S
& DOOR PRIZES

ngiinjMandarin

25t g Mandarin Women's Club’s

= monthly meeting and luncheon
featuring the annual fashion show will be held
on April 25 beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the Ramada
Inn Mandarin. A representative from Chico's will
be assisting the models in selecting the clothing
that is just right for each of them. The cost of the
lunch is $25 and reservations and payment must
be received by April 18 by calling Jo-Ellen at (904)
635-8722 or emailing her at joshifty@aol.com.
Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.com for more
information and membership forms.

2 5th s 'Basic104 — Invasives' Native
» Alternatives” will be presented
by Marlys Golatz, Master Gardener, on April 25 at
7 p.m. at the Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto
Road. The public is invited to this free event.

Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for more
information.

26t h g The Italian American Club of

s Jacksonville will hold its popular
Spaghetti to Go on Friday, April 26 from 5 p.m.
until the spaghetti is gone at the club building,
2838 Westberry Road. Take out only; cash, credit
and debit cards are accepted. Dinners cost $13
and there are small charges for extra meatballs,
cannolis and pizza rolls. No phone orders. Visit
www.iacofjacksonville.com or call (904) 586-2700
for more information.

27th a Archaeological Institute of

» America—Jacksonville Society
will meet at 12 p.m. on April 27 in Building 51 at
the University of North Florida to hear a lecture
by Alex Diaz, Florida State University Master's
student, who will discuss his research on bone
tool technology used at the Mill Cove site in
Jacksonville. The lecture is free and open to

the public. On Saturday, parking is free, and the
faculty/staff/vendor spaces are available to
everyone. Contact Melva Price at (904) 241-9411 or
go to the website aiajax.org for more information.

27th g Touch-A-Truck will be held

n from10 am. -2 p.m. at Trinity
Mandarin, 2955 Orange Picker Road. This free
family event will feature multiple trucks, vehicles
and machinery for kids and families to see up
close and explore, sit in the driver's seat, and
honk the horn. Activities include face painting,
balloon animals, and sidewalk chalk, with a quiet
hour from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Food trucks with food
for purchase will be on site. Call the church at
(904) 262-6944 for more information.

PLENTY OF LIGHTED
PARKING AND SECURITY
ON THE PREMISES. GREAT
FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS.

DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM

GAMES START AT 7:00PM

Cody Center - Tally Room
4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223

NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAWS.

849.093110)(A)

GAME DATES:
APR 13 | MAY 18 | JUNE 8

For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904.742.8777 or vaterlizziegmail.com




with Jacksonville City Council Member
Michael Boylan, District 6

Q: What information do you have
about the rezoning application of
the old KMart property to become a
Home Depot?

A: This is an 11.5 acre property that is
requesting commercial rezoning to a
commercial PUD. Although a bit more
cumbersome, this allows us to codify
any changes requested by the Planning
Commission, the LUZ, or the City
Council. The applicant is proposing
to demolish the existing building and
replace it with a 106,000 square foot
building and a 25,000 square foot
garden center. This application goes
before the Planning Commission on
April 4, the LUZ on April 16, and the
City Council on April 23.

Q: Can you share information about
the upcoming Hartley Road project
Town Hall meeting?

A: We will hold a Town Hall on April

17 at 6 p.m. at the Mandarin Senior
Center on Hartley Road to help share
the plans for this project with those
living in the area. The project proposes

a full complement of improvements to
Hartley Road, to include an additional
lane between San Jose Boulevard and
Old St. Augustine Road, as well as a bike
lane and curbs and gutters. There is no
approximate start date for this project
yet. We will do our best to communicate
the status via email and this column.

Q: When is the closing of Orange
Picker Road scheduled for the

with Duval County School Board Member
Lori Hershey, District 7

Q: Do you have an update on your
motion to move the School Board
offices?

A: On March 12, the School Board
voted against moving out of our offices
on the river by a 3 — 4 vote. I voted to
move.

Q: What’s the latest update on the

search for a new superintendent?

A: The application window was from
March 1 — March 31. In April we will
begin reviewing these applications and
on April 23 beginning at 9 a.m. in the
Cline Auditorium, the board will hold
a special meeting to select the semi-

finalists. The goal is to make a decision
by the end of May.

Q: Did you attend the
groundbreaking for the new building
at Mandarin High School on March
132

A: 1 did and it was so exciting to have
this project underway. The new building
will contain additional classroom space,
remove the school’s portables and
provide state of the art space for the
medical art and culinary arts programs
that are a part of the district’s Career
and Technical Education (CTE). The
completion date is anticipated to be
sometime in 2020.

Q: Are there any other items of note
that the school board is considering?

A: On March 11, the school board

began the conversation around further

realignment construction?

A: Due to the Mandarin Art Festival
at the end of March, the Public Works
Department agreed to delay the
closure of Orange Picker Road near
the intersection with Brady Road until
April 1. There are already some signs
posted on Orange Picker and Flynn
roads reminding motorists to expect
delays. The scheduled length of the
closure is approximately two months
and we will keep everyone posted about
any updates, as well as information
regarding the parking improvements
and dog park as it becomes available.

Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 62

A: With respect to items like road

Mandarin /.5 z April 2024 Page 5

resurfacing, drainage and sidewalks,

I'd like residents to know that those

are all functions of the Mayor’s office.
All T can do is assist and advocate for
improvements, which I am happy to do.
I'd like residents to feel free to continue
to email me (preferred method) their
suggestions and I will pass them along.
I will say that we are exploring with

the administration an allocation of the
(Capital Improvement Plan) CIP to
individual districts where the council
member would be able to prioritize
projects that are perennial requests.

Q: What is the best way for our

readers to contact you?

A: Community members can email me
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
52006.

25th Anniversary Sale

Refreshments Served
Drawings!
For Sugar Bear Gift Certificates!
Bring this ad to be eligible.

May 3rd & 4th 10 am - 5 pm
May 5th 12 pm - 5 pm

SALES!
Throughout the store and on the porch
find one of a kind items for you & your home.

Sugar Bear Antiques Mall

. 3047 Julington Creek Road | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | (904) 886-0393 |

[
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school consolidations due to decreased Pr'UdentiaI FinanCiaI Planning

enrollment. There will be no impacts for
District 7, but we are looking at other
parts of the district, especially where
student enrollment in a school is fewer
than 400. Community meetings will be
held in those respective districts to get
public feedback. I anticipate hosting

a community meeting in District 7 to
discuss potential boundary changes

for upcoming school years. We won’t
be impacted in District 7 by school
consolidations, but we likely will be
impacted by boundary changes. The
goal is to create more continuity of
feeder patterns from elementary school

through high school.
Q: Do you have any kudos to share?
A: Three Atlantic Coast High School

students deserve congratulations.
Georgia Wicker won first place in the
pole vault and Ben Brown won first
place in the Lewis James Invitations
track and field meet at Raines High
School. They competed against 16 girls’
track teams and 17 boys’ track teams.

Senior Rhett Printy, a member of the
National Honor Society, became the
all time leading goal scorer in lacrosse
at Atlantic Coast. In March, he scored
eight goals in one game to reach 100
goals.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904)
390-2375.

Photo courtesy Duval County Public Schools

The groundbreaking on the new building at Mandarin High School was held on March 13.

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner

844-954-8700

1008115-00005-00

CA Insurance License #0E93910

andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning
Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the

marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.

@ Prudential

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER"™
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Chicken fingers make summer picnics fun

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Fried chicken long has been a
popular picnic menu item, but oth-
er chicken dishes can fill in for this
staple quite easily. For example, this
recipe for "Sesame Chicken Fingers
with Honey Dip" can be enjoyed
by kids and adults on a picnic or
even at casual events at home. This
recipe, from "125 Best Chicken
Recipes" (Robert Rose) by Rose

15 cup light mayonnaise

3 tbsp. liquid honey

1 thsp. fresh lemon juice

Y cup light mayonnaise

2 tbsp. Dijon mustard

2 tbsp. fresh lemon juice

15 cup dry bread crumbs

3 thsp. sesame seeds

1 tsp. dried Italian herb seasoning

1 Ib. skinless boneless chicken
breasts cut into fingers, 2 inches

2. In a small bowl, combine

the % cup mayonnaise, Dijon
mustard and 2 tablespoons lemon
juice.

3. On waxed paper or in a shal-
low bowl, combine the bread
crumbs, sesame seeds and Italian
seasoning.

4. Coat chicken with may-
onnaise mixture, then with
bread crumb mixture. Place on

Murray, features a sweet honey dip, ~ long by 1/2-inch wide

but other dips can complement the
meal as well. 1. Honey Dip: In a small bowl,
stir together the Y5 cup mayon-

Sesame Chicken Fingers with naise, honey and 1 tablespoon
Honey Dip

Serves 4

lemon juice until well combined.

Refrigerate if making ahead.

prepared cookie sheet. Bake in
preheated oven for 15 to 20
minutes or until golden brown
and the chicken is no longer
pink inside, turning once. Serve

hot with the honey dip and
potato wedges, if desired.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative
Sesame Chicken Fingers with Honey Dip

S

Florida's Number 1

Youth Soccer Program
Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
NEW PROGRAMS & CAMPS NOW OPEN
Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

When is the right time to look into

summer camp?

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Summer camp provides children weeks
of entertainment, camaraderie and
opportunities to learn and grow. It also
offers a welcome respite for parents and
other caregivers from having to provide
recreation for kids during summer
vacation, especially if those kids will be
attending a sleepaway camp.

Many children are emotionally ready to
attend camp between the ages of eight
and 10. Some need a little more time
to mature. Parents may think they have
plenty of time to investigate camps.
Chances are if the weather has already
warmed and summer vacation is on
the horizon, then it might already be
too late to get kids into most summer
camps.

According to HealthyChildren.org,

a division of the American Academy
of Pediatrics, it is important to start
researching summer camps as soon as
possible. Many start booking as early

as January of the current term year.
Furthermore, popular programs fill up
quite fast.

Start by asking for recommendations
from others. The difficulty with this
approach is that many people are

very protective of their camp choices,
especially if the programs are particularly
popular. Parents also should conduct an
internet search of camps in the area and
look at online reviews and ratings.

Find out if the camp is accredited by the
American Camp Association. This will
not guarantee a risk-free environment,
but ACA accreditation is a better bet

for providing a camp that is safe and
nurturing.

Price also may be a factor in the camp
decision. Camps are not all priced the
same, so it may require doing some
math to figure out what is the best value.
Location also can be a consideration.
Having to drive a long distance away for
camp can be a deterrent to some people.

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates)
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

S gl
I.' m

* NemelzDental Associates

Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.

Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223
Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210
Q AdultDentistry: (904) 886-4867

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer

t4'r1°r Pediatric Dentistry

ﬁ‘ Family Dentistry

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

wll) & www. nemetzdental.com
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Greenland Pines’ All Pro Dad chapter
forges unbreakable bonds

By Leslie Echt
mail@floridanewsline.com
Greenland Pines Elementary
School isn't just a place of
learning; it's a hub of family
unity, thanks to its dynamic
All Pro Dad Chapter. This
innovative program offers
fathers a chance to connect
with their kids in a mean-

ingful way, building strong

moments.

Each month, dads and their little ones
gather bright and early for a special
session packed with fun activities and
heart-to-heart chats. Led by passion-
ate volunteers, these meetings delve
into various topics, from the power of
kindness to the importance of team-
work, sparking meaningful conversa-
tions that resonate with both dads and
kids alike.

The highlight of the program? The
much-anticipated "All Pro Dad's
Day," where fathers and their children
bond over breakfast and dive into en-
gaging discussions led by guest speak-
ers. It's a time for laughter, learning,
and, most importantly, strengthening
the ties that bind.

Adel Kayati, a dedicated member of
the Greenland Pines Elementary com-
munity and the driving force behind
the All Pro Dad Chapter, said, “Be-
ing part of the All Pro Dad Chapter
has been an amazing journey for me
and my daughter. It's more than just

Photo courtesy Jessica Kayati
relamonshlps and unforgettable Greenland Pine Elementary’s All Pro Dad Chapter fosters family unity.

spending time together; it's about
growing and learning side by side. I
eagerly anticipate our meetings every
month."

The impact of the All Pro Dad Chap-
ter goes beyond the school walls, as
fathers and children carry the lessons
learned and the memories made into
their daily lives. Parents and educa-
tors alike applaud the program for its
positive influence on family dynamics
and its role in fostering a strong sense
of community.

Principal Michelle Hinkley said, “The
All Pro Dad Chapter is a cornerstone
of our school's community. It provides
fathers with a unique opportunity to
actively engage in their children's lives,
creating lasting bonds that transcend
the classroom. We are proud to host
such a meaningful program at Green-
land Pines Elementary."

Leslie Echt is a SAC Member and parent
at Greenland Pines Elementary.

EMBARK ON AN UNFORGETTABLE JOURNEY
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Summer camp options abound

By Newsline Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Summer camp season will be here before
parents know it. While children anxiously
await the last day of school, adults know
that it can be challenging to keep kids
occupied and mentally stimulated when
they aren't in the classroom. Although

it may be alright to enjoy a few days
lounging around and playing video games,
too much sedentary behavior is not good
for anyone, even children. Families turn
to summer camp to provide children with
activities to occupy their time when school
is not in session.

Camps catering to a variety of interests
are open to youngsters, so there's likely
one out there to excite every child. Each
year, more than 25 million children

and adults take part in the camp
experience, says the American Camp
Association. Summer camp gives kids a
chance to spread their wings and enjoy
new adventures. When seeking camps,
families can consider interests, proximity,
cost, and other variables. Here are some
of the different types of camps families
can consider.

Day camp: Day camps are a popular
choice. Day camps tend to be general
recreation camps that offer an array

of activities. Campers are dropped off
(or bussed) in the morning, and arrive
home early evening. These camps are
readily accessible and run by various
organizations. Some camps enable you to
pay by the week, rather than committing
to an entire season.

Sleep-away camp: Like the name

implies, sleep-away camp hosts campers
overnight, typically for several weeks.
This may be children's first extended
time away from home, and there's bound
to be a few nerves that spring up. Round-
the-clock activities and chances to bond
with their peers can help kids overcome
fears of being away from home.

Academic camp: Academic camps focus
their attention on various subjects,
putting like-minded children together.
Academic summer programs ensure
children's brains stay active, helping
students avoid that dreaded "summer
slide." Some of these camps mimic a
school day so they are familiar to kids.
Academic focus may vary from general
academia to specific subjects like STEM

to astronomy to the arts.

Scout camp: Boys and gitls participating
in scouting programs often have the
option to attend summer camp. During
camp, kids will have an opportunity to
earn badges and advance their rank. Many
scout districts have relationships with a
specific scout campsite where troops from
all over live and advance together for a
week or so during the summer.

Fitness and sports camps: Fitness-minded
campers or those who play particular
sports can investigate camps that focus
on fitness and sports performance. These
may be more rigorous than other types of
camps since they involve lots of physical
activity. Wilderness preparation camp is
another type of camp that may fit into
this category. It will highlight survival
training and help mold active hikers and
campers.

AT MANDARIN UMC SUMMER CAMP

7 weeks available to choose

JUNE 3RD-JULY 19TH

This summer campers will be astronauts preparing for an exciting mission, "Mission: Delta 12 2". Kids will
learn and be equipped to be in this world, but not of it. Training, preparing to launch, testing and the take-off
of this mission will be based on Romans 12:2.

Camp offers grade-level activities including:

Faith-Focused Activities, Praise & Worship, Inside & Outside Sports/Games, Game Room, Character Counts,

Expressions, Arts & Crafts, Peace Room
Scan for more information & to

register! Contact us at
summerdaycamp@mumc.net.

7 'Swiles by
DR CRAIG HADGIS
ORTHODONTIST

TWO
STATE-OF-THE-ART
LOCATIONS

ST JOHNS

Camp Details for Week 1
+ Vacation Bible School 9:00 AM-12:00 PM $50
« For children 3 yrs (as of 9/1/23) to 6th grade*
« Afternoon Camp Options 12:30 PM - 5:00 PM | $100
« Basketball Camp 2nd-5th grade*
« Arts, Crafts, and Fun Camp | 1st - 5th grade*
* Mission: Delta 12 2 Preview age details below
Volunteers are 7th graders to adults
Camp Details for Weeks 2-7
« For Kindergarten to 6th grade*
+9:00 AM - 5:00 PM $210 per week
« Early drop off and extended day available for additional cost
« Weekly lunch package available for purchase
» Limited spots for 7th-9th graders* for SALT program (Students Acquiring Leadership Training), as
supervised « helpers earning volunteer hours $75 per week
*current grade for 23-24 school yr
Mandarin location .@
Mandarin 1270 San Jose Bivd T 1365 Shetland Drive
~ Jacksonville, Florida 32223 o St Johns, Florida 32259

Love God and Neighbor, Build Community — No Limits
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Free Initial Visit

904.79.SMILE (797.6453)
www.DrCraigOrtho.com

Dr. Craig Hadgis

. Board Certified Orthodontist
Longleaf location
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TRAVIS

www.travisakers.com

-Supported by Teachers
-Backed by Families
-Trusted Leader for All

EARLY VOTING: AUGUST 5TH-18TH
ELECTION DAY: AUGUST 20TH

Travis is a longtime Jacksonville resident, the

only candidate who is a public school parent, a

veteran Navy Intelligence Officer, SAC member, and school
volunteer. He holds a Masters in Public Administration and
B.A.in Management. Additionally, he coaches youth soccer
and is an advocate for military children and families.

Duval County School Board - District 7 Candidate

TRAVIS AKERS

@  BOLD LEADER.

\

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
T0 CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
R e el

e And more!

Woods

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

« Housekeeping

e 24-hour security

o Delicious, chef-prepared dining options

« Fishing and boat docks

 Heated, outdoor swimming pool

A wide range of important aging services

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

1 Westminster

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL

Briefs

Mandarin Women's Club hosts popular
fashion show

On Thursday, April 25, the Mandarin
Women’s Club will hold its luncheon
and annual Fashion Show at the
Ramada Inn in Mandarin, 3130
Hartley Road. Club members will
model casual and smart casual outfits
provided by Chico’s. A representative
from Chico’s will be assisting the
models in selecting the clothing that
is just right for each of them, then
they will describe what each model

is wearing as she strolls among the
attendees. The Fashion Show will begin
at 11 a.m., followed by lunch.

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and
reservations for the luncheon are
required.

The luncheon cost is $25 and must be
received by Thursday, April 18. Call Jo-
Ellen at (904) 635-8722 or email her at
joshifty@aol.com to make reservations
and obtain payment instructions. Visit
www.mandarinwomensclub.com for
more information on events, photos,
and membership forms.

Mandarin Garden Club announces plant
sale

The Mandarin Garden Club will host its
annual Plant Sale on Friday, May

3 and Saturday, May 4 from 9 a.m. — 2
p.m. each day at the club, located at
2892 Loretto Road.

A wide variety of low-cost, high-quality
plants and hanging baskets will be

for sale, plus various lawn ornaments,
pots and garden related items. Master
Gardeners will be available to answer
gardening questions. The Jacksonville
Herb Society, the Rose Society, the
Orchid Society and the Bonsai Club
will be also available for sales and public
education.

The Garden Club’s Crafty Ladies will
have a booth with gift items available
for purchase. They handcraft unique
items that would make wonderful gifts
for Mother’s Day or any other special
occasion. Club members will sell baked
goodies and offer free coffee and water.

The Masons will also be

providing food for sale. There will also
be a kids’ planting booth and every child

will receive a free plant to take home.

Visit mandaringardenclub.org for more
information.

Concert version of “The Secrets We
Keep” to be staged at River Garden
White Mouse Productions announces

a special concert version of the new
musical, “The Secrets We Keep,”
presented at River Garden Senior
Services, 11401 Old St. Augustine
Road, on April 7 at 2 p.m. This event
is open to residents of River Garden

as well as the public, offering a unique
opportunity to experience the power of
live theater in an intimate setting.

Written and directed by Danielle
Wirsansky, “The Secrets We Keep” is

a poignant and thought-provoking
musical that delves into the untold
stories of LGBTQ+ individuals during
the Holocaust. The concert version of
“The Secrets We Keep” will feature songs
and scenes from the full production,
performed by a talented cast of actors
and musicians. Audiences can anticipate
being moved by the stirring music,
powerful performances, and compelling
storytelling.

The show will open in Tallahassee April
25 — 27 and then “The Secrets We
Keep” will make its Off-Broadway debut
at American Theatre for Actors in May
2024, marking a significant milestone

Photo courtesy Gail Packard
28 members of the Mandarin Women's Club and five spouses went on a Caribbean cruise in February.

for the production. Audiences in
Jacksonville will have the opportunity to
experience this powerful and thought-
provoking musical on April 7 before it

heads to New York City.

New head of cancer medicine at Baptist
MD Anderson

Tomislav “Tom” Dragovich, MD,
PhD, joined Baptist MD Anderson
Cancer Center as head of the Division
of Cancer Medicine and medical
oncologist-in-chief, effective March 11.
He will also serve as medical director of
the center’s clinical research programs.
His appointment follows a national
search and extensive review process.

Dr. Dragovich brings more than two
decades of experience in medical
oncology and clinical research to the
region, with significant expertise in
gastrointestinal cancer, innovative
clinical trials and cancer drug
development.

He will expand the cancer medicine
programs at Baptist Medical Center
South and Baptist Medical Center Clay
with an eye toward increasing access
to innovative cancer care throughout
the region’s ever-growing community.
His leadership will strengthen Baptist
MD Anderson’s ability to meet the
evolving needs of the community
while maintaining its reputation for
excellence.

Briefs cont. on pg. 11



Diana Openbrier grew up in a farm-
ing community south of Pittsburgh.
The family truly lived off the land,
including eggs from chickens and

a three-acre garden that provided
vegetables as well as income

from the sale of the crops. At age
11, Openbrier said this income
provided for the purchase of the
family’s first television. “We never
wanted for anything,” Openbrier
said. “I guess we were poor, but we
had everything we needed.”

Eventually, her parents divorced and
she ultimately lived with her father
off the farm. At age 15, she took

a job at the Anchor Hocking glass
factory and was able to save enough
money to go to nursing school after
she finished high school. She worked
her way through nursing school by
working at three jobs, but ended up
being in the one-third of her class that
graduated. Thus began a lengthy and
distinguished career in nursing that
included more education (bachelor’s,
master’s, PhD and finally a certifica-
tion as a Family Nurse Practitioner)
and an eclectic assortment of jobs.
Openbrier retired in January and

still keeps busy with volunteer work,
especially at the Mandarin Garden
Club as well as with UNF Botanical
Gardens. She was recently awarded
certification as a Florida Master Natu-
ralist. She and husband Gary Swanson
recently celebrated their 50th wed-
ding anniversary.

Q: What was a particular interest of
yours during your nursing career?

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Diana Openbrier
Diana Openbrier

A: Nutrition became a big interest for
me when I worked at the VA Hospital
in Pittsburgh. I worked with COPD
patients who were underweight. I
worked with drug companies to devel-
op a nutritional supplement for these
patients, who had better outcomes
once they gained some weight. I also
developed the first home ventilator
program and developed a home oxy-
gen program with better equipment
for these patients — and saved the VA
money while doing so.

Q: How did you meet your husband?

A: He lived next door to me when I
was in Pittsburgh. We were together
for a number of years before we
decided to get married before the
end of a year for the tax deduction.
It took us until New Year’s Eve to
do so. Gary is a mechanical engineer
who worked at Westinghouse in
Pittsburgh. The plan was for us to
both work until 1990 and then take
some time to go sailing, something
we enjoyed together.

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Q: Where did you sail?

A: We lived aboard our 30-foot
sailboat “Lothlorien” for six and
a half years and sailed around
the Caribbean. We had lots
of adventures, including
the time I sewed a worker’s
finger back on in Trinidad
and helped a bartender in
Bequia with high blood
pressure. But eventually, we
came back to the States and
sailed up the Intracoastal
Waterway to Jacksonville.
Gary decided he liked being
on land, so we stayed here. I
went back to work and earned my
Family Nurse Practitioner certificate
from the University of North Florida
in 2003.

Q: How did you get involved with
the Mandarin Garden Club?

A: Around 2012, a longtime member
of the garden club was a patient of
mine. She brought me a member-
ship form and I joined the circle she
belonged to. The circle needed help,
so I offered — and then they made
me the president. I've always enjoyed
gardening, since I was a little girl on
the farm. Even on the sailboat, [ had a
little tray of herb plants.

Q: What are some of the projects
you’re working on at the garden

club?

A: The garden club has many gar-
dens which require maintenance
and we rely on our volunteers. We
were having fewer and fewer people
show up on work days, so I started
offering lunch for those who came
to volunteer. They would work in
the garden in the morning every
Wednesday and then have lunch
together. We went from three people
to 32 people.
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Maple Leaf cont. from pg.1

tist and adventurer, assembled a team
of amateur and professional marine
archaeologists to dive the wreckage.
They recovered nearly 3,000 objects,
representing a small fraction of the
still-submerged cargo.

The artifacts are now property of the
State of Florida, with many on long-
term loan to the Mandarin Museum
for display in the newly expanded “Ma-
ple Leaf Shipwreck Gallery.” During
this 160th anniversary, the community
is invited to learn more through a visit
to the Mandarin Museum. The exhibit
is open every Wednesday through
Saturday, 10 a.m. — 4 p.m. On April

6 from 10 a.m. — 12 p.m., Dr. Keith
Holland and his team of divers will be
in the gallery for Meet the Divers. Ad-
mission to the museum and Meet the
Divers is free. Visit mandarinmuseum.
org for more information.

Visit
us online!

www.floridanewsline.com

GROW YOUR
BUSINESS!

Advertise with
Mandarin NewsLine!

Linda i3ay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreative

1 2 3 4 5 6 7 8 9 10 11 12 13
14 15 16
CLUES ACROSS CLUES ACROSS
17 18 19
1. Excessively theatrical actors 41. Slang for sergeant 1. Excessively theatrical actors 41. Slang for sergeant
20 21 22 23 5. Footwear 42. Canadian flyers 5. Footwear 42. Canadian flyers
10. A way to disfigure 43. Actress Ryan 10. A way to disfigure 43. Actress Ryan
14. Exchange rate 44. Highly unpleasant vapor 14. Exchange rate 44. Highly unpleasant vapor
15. Hawaiian wreaths 45. Body part 15. Hawaiian wreaths 45. Body part
16. North-central Indian city 46. Halfway 16. North-central Indian city 46. Halfway
17. Bungle 47. Cool! 17. Bungle 47. Cool!
18. Extremely angry 48. Consume 18. Extremely angry 48. Consume
19. A short note of what’s owed 49. Salts 19. A short note of what’s owed 49. Salts
20. Criminal organization 52. Upper bract of a floret of grass ~ 20. Criminal organization 52. Upper bract of a floret of grass
22. Mimic 55. Housepet 22. Mimic 55. Housepet
23. Try to grab 56. Cavalry-sword 23. Try to grab 56. Cavalry-sword
24. U.S.-born individuals 60. Symbol of a nation 24. U.S.-born individuals 60. Symbol of a nation
27. Some are covert 61. Frocks 27. Some are covert 61. Frocks
30. Order of the British Empire 63. Used to carry food 30. Order of the British Empire 63. Used to carry food
31. Don’t know when yet 64. Portuguese folk song 31. Don’t know when yet 64. Portuguese folk song
32. Payment (abbr.) 65. Sharp mountain ridge 32. Payment (abbr.) 65. Sharp mountain ridge
35. Winged angelic being 66. Ireland 35. Winged angelic being 66. Ireland
50 o1 82 53 37. Variety of Chinese 67. Where golfers begin 37. Variety of Chinese 67. Where golfers begin
38. A way to be anxious 68. Greek mythological sorceress 38. A way to be anxious 68. Greek mythological sorceress
&7 55 56 39. Famed wrestler Hulk 69. Fluid suspensions 39. Famed wrestler Hulk 69. Fluid suspensions
40. Partner to cheese 40. Partner to cheese
67 68 69
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LAWN & GARDEN WORD SEARCH

OEHEMMOVWON>N—-HZENA<UZHT
ZA<0UTVZEZ>PromMmH<I-SArre»mzIz<
WX —AVNOTVE2ONHIEP>PHITVUZWOrD
OEoOVNWrUI<OruvAamMzZ-=2<XOUmT
HAE==mMX=2HFOEZEXXMOUIXOWIU>»HI
CHUOUSIZNOMNFOUURUOUTNONMONH
- OAOOHMHEWIME2VICOro-Hoz=2w
NZOUM>PHWEBEruo<HrN=E===2<0
EPXOZTMVWCIIVNFFrFAIHSOVLYM
OOMOPZH>IOPHMFHVLII=ZUON
<X<=EE2ZOTMZZ2W-HOZZ=Z==ZWVLNOX
O<VVO=ETME>INMUOU>POMETUTVOr
OIVZCZOIOTMNZr--moomwm
Z=ECHON=EUCOUVWECEOIXAINUHC
IIOCVEZO<<HNrFIONIr-ITOoTN

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

WORDS

AMEND
BLOOMING
BORDER

Debtermine the code bto

N
—~

reveal the answer!

COMPOST
cuT
DRAINAGE
DROUGHT
EDGE
FERTILIZE
GARDEN
GREEN
HEALTHY
INSECTS
LANDSCAPING
LAWN
MOSSY
MULCH
POLLINATOR
PRUNE
SCENT
SHRUBS
SUNLIGHT
TRIMMING
WEEDS

OCCMOMXIN<UOU-IvU-IoOoHFZCWV
- AOVNZ20COHZHTP>PANVNOZ>PrTN®
OCZUVEZ0oO0OVOETW=E24T-HONrF=EZO
P-HOMOZNTOUO-IHZIE=EHZOW®

Solve the code to discover words related to lawn and garden.

Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 8 = S)

5 2 23 9 13 25 8

15 25 4 8 8

2 4 22 16 8 17 4 24 13

10 23 9 13 25

Community Marketplace Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

904-588-6897
WE ACCEPT ALL MAJOR CREDIT CARDS

LICENSED & INSURED

\

= =

SN I P ,s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.
FL-5456A — LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

PART TIME MANDARIN

Kennel Help and
Light Housekeeping
Must have own car

and references.

Call 904-268-0253

NoO CONTRACTS
FREE ESTIMATES

(904) 502-0891

Residential
Roofing

RANKED TOP 3 ROOFERS IN FLORIDA!
15 YEARS IN BUSINESS

CCC1331535 & CBC1253093

* 500+ 5 star reviews

¢ Free inspection/consultation
o Will work with your insurance company

o Flat, shingle, metal & tile roofs throughout Florida.

Gregory Macneir
3 | www.eloroofing.com

MONTHLY SPECIALS!
@ﬂmurms-mu i

Al o oae revoiesr see Grarandars’
Professional Tree Services
-Tree Removal
-Tree Trimming
-Stump Grinding
-Bush Hogging Services
Serving Jacksonville Florida Since 1990

Call today! 904-379-5843 Office

www.showmetreeservice.com

; FOR A PLACE TO USE YOUR TALENTS?
- The Let Freedom Sing Chorus is looking
for a volunteer who is dedicated to God, family
and country to work with their choral group
(established in 2011) with rehearsals

and presenting programs all over the city.

Contact Rose Hayden at letfreednmsingluu@gmail.com for more information

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!
Catering to the needs of

the homeowner since 2002

*Driveways -Walkways
-Pavers *Concrete Removal
+Patios +Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

Looking to Buy or Sell A Home?

% Top Real Estate Agent with 5 Years of Experience
‘¥ Award-Winning Service
& Proven Track Record of Success

& Call/Text 904-805-2881 for a Free Consultation!

(ol Crith

REALTOR ®
904-805-2881 H ]
homeswithcoral@gmail.com
www.athomewithcoral.com 3

Hae=

Scan for a

free home
value estimate

IELT=I
LirLom0s, & LIMITIE
=

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement

Call for more info! (904) 886-4919




Dental insurance
from Physicians
Mutual Insurance
Company. Cover-
age for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental
insurance - not just
adiscount plan. Get
your free Informa-
tion Kit with details!
1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call
877-929-9587

VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW!888-445-5928
Hablamos Espaiiol

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage?
You need a local
expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage

tion: Asmall amount
of water can lead to
major damage and
mold growth in your
home. Our trusted
professionals do
complete repairs to
protect your family
and your home's
value! Call 24/7:
1-888-872-2809

Professional lawn
service: Fertiliza-
tion, weed control,
seeding, aeration
& mosquito con-
trol. Call now for
a free quote. Ask
about our first ap-
plication special!
1-833-606-6777

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 5-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator,
It's a power move.

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter

Job Finder:

Smiles by Dr. Craig Hadgis Orthodontist is hiring a new team member to
assistin providing the highest level of service in a fun fast paced environ-
ment. Excellent relationship skills & practical experience in supervision
and training in Orthodontics a plus. 401K, Health Ins, paid time off, retire-
ment plans offered. Must be able to commute between 32086 & 32259.

estimate today. 20%
off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as
little as ONE DAY!
Affordable prices
- No payments
for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty
& professional
installs. Senior &
Military Discounts
available. Call;
855-761-1725

Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up. 100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

Become a published
author. We want
to read your
book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted
since 1920.
Consultation,
production,

distribution. Call for
free author’s guide
1-877-729-4998 or
visit dorranceinfo.
com/ads

Get DISH Satellite
TV + Internet! Free
Install, Free HD-DVR
Upgrade, 80,000
On-Demand Mov-
ies, Plus Limited
Time Up To $600 In
Gift Cards. Call To-
day! 1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-
in tub. Comprehen-
sive lifetime war-
ranty. Top-of-the-
line installation and
service. Now featur-
ing our free shower
package & $1600
off - limited time!
Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC
Timeshare
Cancellation
ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in
timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in

2019. Get free info
package & learn
how to get rid of
your timeshare!
Free consultations.
Over 450
positive reviews.
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most
local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max included
for 3 mos (w/Choice
Package or higher.)
No contract or hid-
den fees! Some re-
strictions apply. Call
IVS 1-866-859-0405

Diagnosed with
lung cancer & 65+?
You may qualify for
a substantial cash
award. No obli-
gation! We've re-
covered millions.
Let us help! Call
24/71-877-707-5707

Replace your roof
w/the best looking

It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 5-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -

valued at $535.

Call 866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

*Terms and Condtions apply.

GENERAC
e —— |
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~—— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

 sarfwster

WaAaLK-IN TuB

-1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs! 3
styles & multiple
colors available.
Guaranteed to last
a lifetime! Limited
Time Offer up to

50% off install
+ Additional
10% off install

(military, health
& 1st responders.)
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath
Remodel can install
a new, custom bath
or shower in as
little as one day. For
a limited time, we're

cleanup & restora-

promotion &

cutting installation

costs in half and
offering a FREE
safety upgrade!
Additional terms
apply. Subject to
change and vary
by dealer. Offer
ends soon. Call
1-844-501-3208

Don't let the stairs
limit your mobility!
Discover the ideal
solution for anyone
who struggles on
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall
or wants to regain
access to their
entire home. Call
AmeriGlide today!
1-833-399-3595

Alaska, Europe,
Hawaii + dozens
of other popular
trips! Starting at
$1649 pp (double
occupancy req'd.)
YMT Vacations plans
everything, leaving
you to relax & enjoy.
Call 1-877-626-
1958 M-F for more
details. Use promo
code YMT2024
for $250 off.
Limited time only.

Home Break-ins
take less than 60
seconds. Don't wait!
Protect your family,
your home, your
assets now for as

Briefs cont. on pg. 11

“Dr. Dragovich has dedicated two
decades of his career to advancing
our understanding of cancer biology,”
said Bill Putnam, MD, FACS,
medical director of Baptist MD
Anderson. “We are looking forward
to sharing this expertise in clinical
trials and cancer medicine with

the Jacksonville community and
beyond as part of our quest to offer
tomorrow’s cancer treatments, today.”

Dr. Dragovich comes from Banner
MD Anderson Cancer Center in
Arizona, where he was one of the
original founding oncologists and
division chiefs of its cancer center.
His most recent position was interim
chief of cancer medicine and head
of the clinical research division. He
received his Doctor of Medicine
degree from the University of
Belgrade College of Medicine and
completed his clinical training at
the University of Chicago Medical
Center. He also holds a PhD in
Molecular Pharmacology from the
University of Illinois, Chicago.

Northeast Florida Sisters in Crime to
meet April 20

“Living with Missingness: The
Impact of Suffering with a Missing
Person” is the theme of the Northeast
Florida Sisters in Crime’s April
meeting, to be held on April 20
beginning at 10:15 a.m. at the Ponte

Vedra Beach Branch Library.

When a loved one goes missing,

the horror of not knowing what's
happened can be paralyzing. April
speaker, Charlene “Charlie” Shunick
played a pivotal role in the search for
her sister, “Mickey” Shunick. In May
2012, Mickey vanished while cycling
home. Charlie Shunick spearheaded
search efforts using numerous forms
of communication. Her family
suffered for months while clinging to
hope Mickey would be found alive.
Tragically, this was not the case.

Charlie Shunick’s experience
searching for her sister inspired her
to establish the Resource Association
for Missing People, a non-profit
organization (ramissingpeople.org).
Shunick, along with her board and
team, have assisted hundreds of
loved ones with their missing person
cases. She also recently started an
educational and consulting business
for Criminal Justice Professionals
called Shunick Missing Persons
(shunickmp.com). Her long-term
goal is to continue to advocate for the
missing, while increasing awareness
and information about missing
persons in the United States.

Visit hteps://nefloridasistersincrime.
org to register for the April meeting
or email floridasistersincrime@gmail.
com for more information.

Duval County School Board member Lori Hershey
joins Daughters of the American Revolution

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Along with three other women, Duval
County School Board member Lori
Hershey was officially welcomed as a
new member of the Daughters of the

members, who celebrated her dedication
to preserving our nation’s rich history and
promoting the values of patriotism and

civic duty.

American Revolution (DAR) at its
monthly induction ceremony. The event,
held in historic Avondale at the Blue
Fish Restaurant and Oyster Bar, marked
a significant milestone in Hershey’s
journey to honor her patriotic lineage
and contribute to the preservation of
American history.

DAR is a lineage-based organization
dedicated to promoting education,
patriotism and historic preservation.
Membership is open to all women,

18 years and older, who can trace

their ancestry back to individuals who
contributed to securing American
independence during the Revolutionary
War. Hershey’s induction into DAR

is a testament to her commitment to
honoring her family’s heritage and the
sacrifices made by her ancestors for the
cause of freedom.

During the ceremony, which included
an oath of membership, Hershey was
presented with her certificate, a rose, and
a DAR pin symbolizing her membership
in this prestigious organization. She

was warmly welcomed by sister DAR

Photo courtesy Michelle Rowe
Lori Hershey with Betty Reed, Honorary Regent of Jacksonville
Chapter DAR.
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Loretto receives Lithuanian

book donation

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Michael Breen, Lithuanian Honorary
Consul, Jacksonville, Florida

recently presented a book by famous
Lithuanian children’s author and poet
Evelina Daciata to Loretto Elementary
School in celebration of the Day

of Restoration of Independence of

Photo courtesy Michael Breen
Lithuanian Honorary Consul Michael Breen presents book by Evelina Daciuta
to Loretto Elementary School Principal Tammy Boyd. of IBBY in 2015.

Lithuania, Women in History Month,
and National Children’s Reading Week
in the U.S.

“The Fox on the Swing” is a delightful
story about a child learning to make
friends and dealing with moving from
a home they have known to a new
location. It is especially relevant to
students who are part
of a military family.

Author Evelina Daciiité
was born in 1975 in
Vilnius. After studying
at Vilnius University,
she worked in the
media as a journalist,
communication
specialist. As a writer,
Daciiité made her
debut in literature in
2014, when her first
book for children
"Meskiy istorijos"

was published. Since
then, a dozen more
books have appeared
for children. Her first
award-winning book
is "Elephants Come
to Visit.” Together
with illustrator Inga
Dagile, she received
the Best Book for
Children award from
the Lithuanian branch

momenfum CHURCH
All Glory To Jesus
MIRACLE HEALING SERVICES

EVERY WEDNESDAY AT 7:00pm

Come and receive supernatural healing.
Lad by Danon Winter, Formar Diraclor of Chars Bible College Campuses with
Andrew Wommack Minsimes. Danon Wintar iz anointed by God for
healing and has seen hundreds healed by the power of God. Are you sick
and rneed to be healed? Don'l wail, there i nothing too big or small for God.
Come, expenence the life changing power and love of God. All are welcome.

New state-of-the-art building addition
coming to Mandarin High School

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

New culinary and medical labs are
just a few of the new features coming
to Mandarin High School with the
construction of a building addition
funded by the voter-approved, half-cent
sales tax. Expected to be completed by
the fall of 2025, this building addition
will also result in the removal of 19
portables.

“This is a beacon of progress for
Mandarin High School,” said School
Board member Dr. Lori Hershey at
the groundbreaking on March 13. “It
addresses critical needs for additional
classroom space and state- of-the- arts
facilities to advance culinary arts and
the medical arts here at Mandarin High
School. Investing in Mandarin today is
clearly an investment that will benefit
students and our community.”

As a resident of Mandarin,
superintendent Dr. Dana Kriznar shared
how this was extra special for her. It
goes beyond right-sizing the school and
demolishing the portables (which are
two fundamental goals of the district’s
Master Facility Plan).

“It’s about making a strong investment
in the quality of the student experience
at this great school,” said Dr. Kriznar.
“It’s about making a great school even
better.”

Noting that Mandarin High School
has a College and Career Acceleration
Rating of 85 percent — significantly
higher than neighboring Creekside
and Bartram Trail high schools — Dr.
Kriznar said her goal is to provide
students a learning experience to help

them build their resumes and stand out
among their peers. This new building
will help achieve that.

“I know I speak for many of us when I
say how gratifying it is to see this level
of investment in what we do for our
students,” said Dr. Kriznar in reference
to the voter-approved, half-penny sales
tax. “This is only possible because voters

said yes.”

Graduating senior Jasmine Sank won't
be around when the new building
addition is complete, but as a leader
in the school and in the medical
administrative assistant program, she
said she is excited for her younger
classmates.

“I think this is great for the medical
academy,” said Sank. “I'm really happy
that they’re going to be able to enjoy
all the opportunities and resources that
this will provide them. I think this will
definitely help them in their career
journey.”

Budgeted at more than $32 million, the
project also includes an asphalt overlay
and restriping of the school’s driver’s
education course.

For Principal Sara Bravo, this
investment in the school will unite the
Mandarin community as they witness a
promise being fulfilled.

“To be able to see all of those students,
teachers, community members, and
district leaders all come together for the
school I have the privilege to lead is a
lictle overwhelming,” said Bravo. “I am
going to think about this day for a long
time, and I'm just excited to get started.”

+ Dr. Obscdulia Rondan, DMD
* Dr. Yaney Gorzalez, DMD
» Or. Jearmette Hanna, DD

Accapting New Patients of All Ages

Same- Day Flzed

for a Lifetime!

—

$59
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= Dir. Sydney Fowler, DMD

« [Or. Annie Vue, DOS

» [r. Andrew Folaer, DD

+ O, Kavin Vera, DD3

« Dr. Livia Silva, DRAD

At Qur Specialty Center:
« Dr.Yianne Krtizas, Oral Surgery
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Crown Point holds Family-Fit-Equations Night

By Mary Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

Crown Point teachers and staff hosted
a math Family-Fit-Equations Night
on Thursday, Feb. 22. Students from
Pre-K to fifth grade engaged in various
activities, including the four major
operations: adding, subtracting,
multiplying, and dividing.

The activities included completing
equations, measuring sharks of many

sizes, and presenting different multi-
digit numbers using place value charts.
Math boot camp with drill sergeant
Barbara Lakin, third grade math teacher,
included jumping jacks, squats, push-
ups, crunches, and more. Family night
also included various fitness activities
led by Crown Point’s own self-care
strategist, Deborah Bickle. Parents who
attended the event enjoyed delicious

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler
Saara Abaza and her daughter, second grader Kiinda,

snacks. measuring sharks.

Seniors celebrate St. Patrick's Day

[ ] I

Photo courtesy Mandarin Senior Center
The Mandarin Senior Center recently celebrated St. Patrick's Day with a corned
beef and cabbage luncheon. Entertainment was provided by members of the Legacy
Irish Dance Academy, the only Irish dance school in Jacksonville. Its members range
in age from five to 21, and they frequently appear at venues around town and dance
competitively both nationally and internationally. The Mandarin Senior Center is
located at 3848 Hartley Road and is open weekdays from 8 a.m. — 5 p.m. Breakfast
is provlded daily at 9 a.m. and lunch at noon. Members enjoy a variety of activities
to include chair volleyball, line dancing, bingo, mahjong, ceramics, woodworking,
chair yoga, speakers, and field trips. For more information call (904) 255-6750 or
stop by for a visit.

Photo courtesy Sondie Frus
The Quiltfest]ax seven guilds are hosting a special art exhibit at the Jacksonville
International Airport. Four art cubes on the main level and four glass covered cases
downstairs by baggage claim feature quilts from local quilters. The exhibits will be
upstairs until April 1 and downstairs through May.
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Mandarin Rotary builds 68th

wheelchair ramp

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

On Feb. 24, eight members of

the Mandarin Rotary Club built a
wheelchair ramp at the home of Emma
Moseley, who has impaired mobility.
Club members provided all of the
labor for the project, and Hart Felt
Ministries provided all of the materials.

The ramps are built free of charge

to mobility impaired homeowners

in the local area and make it much
easier for them to enter and leave their

Live in unparalleled environments that feature resort-style amenities and
comfortable residences. Select from luxurious independent living,
assisted living or memory care lifestyles.

Whether you're sampling the delectable dining options,
enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, Starling is
all about embracing life with friends, family, and community.

Learn more at www.StarlingLiving.com.

TN

Your carefree oasis
of luxury awaits!

Feel right at home at one of our Starling communities.

homes when they otherwise would be
homebound.

The Mandarin Rotary Club is
dedicated to serving local citizens in
need, with the motto, “Service Above
Self” The club meets every Tuesday
morning for breakfast at the Ramada
Inn on Hartley Road in Mandarin.
Contact Membership Chairman
Michael Sullivan at michaels@coj.net
for more information about the club
and its opportunities for service and

good fellowship.

Photo courtesy Steve Gallagher
Rotary members Jill Dunbar, Bill Gowen, Robert Meek, project supervisor Louis Dunbar, Leo Gurman, Jim Mathews,
Jim Johns, and Paul Hardaker along with Emma Moseley's daughter Barbara.

N

STARLING
AT NOCATEE

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-834-4199

ALF#13109

STARLING
AT NOCATEE

INDEPENDENT
LIVING

904-834-451

STARLING
AT SAN JOSE

ASSISTED LIVING
and MEMORY CARE

904-337-6350

ALF#12887

WELLNESS - ENGAGEMENT « CULINARY « SERVICE




Page 14 | MandarWZM@April 2024

I recently watched a webinar hosted by the
Florida Wildflower Foundation discuss-

ing what it takes to define a plant as “na-
tive” and why it matters (https://tinyurl.
com/3zt7ah85). It’s a complicated topic. I
was surprised to learn that the lovely blanket
fower (Gaillardia pulchella) isn’t native to

Florida, but is a more western wildflower.

What is probably more relevant to a backyard
gardener is the concept of ‘Florida-Friendly.’
There are nine ‘principles’ (see https://tinyurl.
com/46bvmtas), but basically it is a way to
treat the land we tend, however small, in

ways to conserve and protect water sources
and wildlife, like the bees and butterflies that
grace our gardens. This University of Florida
scheme (hteps://fll.ifas.ufl.edu/), can help us
to choose and grow a wide variety of plants,
design a landscape in which they can flourish,
and enjoy the wildlife that will naturally be
attracted to our yards. Luckily that blanket
flower fits the bill. While much of the farming
world still relies largely on potentially harmful
pesticides and herbicides, individuals can

go a long way in mitigating those harms by
following Florida-Friendly principles in their
own backyards.

If you use a landscaping company, the section
of the Florida-Friendly website on hiring

a Florida-Friendly professional (https://fHl.
ifas.ufl.edu/resources/hire-florida-friendly/),
could help you assess whether a company

or individual is sufficiently knowledgeable

to take care of your landscape the Florida-

Friendly way. If you want to tread lightly on

b

AFFORDABLE WATER

Call today 904-262-0197 for your

Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.
7 3760 KoriRoad * www.uﬂ'ordublewateriax.com M

How to be ‘Florida-Friendly’
inthe garden

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

your land, it’s important that all the people
who work on it agree about what that really
means.

As the clocks go forward, there are unmistak-
able signs of spring. Spiderwort (Tradescantia
ohioensis) is one native wildflower coming into
its own. The subtle purple-blue three-petaled
flowers have a fluffy center topped with yellow
anthers and are irresistible to cruising honey-
bees. Native Darrow’s blueberries (Vaccinium
darrowii) bloom early and attract a variety

of small pollinators, while larger bumble-

bees enjoy the flower spikes of African Blue
basil. This is a cultivated variety which, like
many salvias, is very attractive to pollinators.
My native cross vine (Bignonia capreolata) is
festooned around a large beautyberry shrub
— it looks glorious, and bees love it. In a few
weeks’ time when the flowers fade, I'll trim
back the cross vine and the beautyberry will
begin flowering. The two began growing to-
gether more than 20 years ago, and I've loved
the combination ever since.

Check out the gardening calendar for North
Florida (https://tinyurl.com/4mzdkysv) for a
reminder of things to do and plants you can
add to your garden. We all find gaps in our
beds and wonder what new ideas we can try,
and it’s helpful to find advice from the experts.
As well as timely tips, there are links to topics
such as bulbs for the Florida garden.

Enjoy our delightful spring weather while it
lasts. The hot and humid days of summer are
on the horizon!
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CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer

April designated as Water
Conservation Month

By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

Highlighting its commitment to
the preservation and sustainable
use of Florida's water resources,
the St. Johns River Water Manage-
ment District's governing board
has officially proclaimed April
2024 as Water Conservation
Month. This annual recognition,
now in its 24th year, serves as a
reminder of the critical role water
conservation plays, particularly
during the dry month of April
when water demands escalate due
to springtime planting,.

"During Water Conservation
Month, let's focus on using water
mindfully," said St. Johns River
Water Management District water
conservation coordinator, Deirdre
Irwin. "Over half of home water
usage is for outdoor irrigation.
With recent rains, the necessity

to water decreases. We encourage
residents not just to enhance ir-
rigation methods but also to show
restraint — remember to turn off
the sprinklers when they aren't
necessary."

While ensuring outdoor water use
is limited, it is also important to
not overlook indoor water con-
sumption. Minor water leaks con-
tribute to nearly 1 trillion gallons
of water wasted annually in U.S.
homes, as reported by the U.S. En-
vironmental Protection Agency. In
an average houschold, these leaks
accumulate to around 10,000 gal-
lons of water wasted each year —
equivalent to the amount needed
for 270 loads of laundry.

The district's commitment to
water conservation extends beyond
Water Conservation Month. Daily
efforts by district staff include
promoting water conservation
through comprehensive water sup-
ply planning, permitting processes,
district cost-share programs, and
effective communication and
outreach initiatives.

Visit www.sjrwmd.com/watercon-
servation/savingwater or explore
the Water Less campaign website at
www. WaterLessFlorida.com for ad-

ditional water-saving tips.
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Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise 3

Financial

service in the industry.

I Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial

ial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems
- Service on most makes and models

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. ownsthe certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFP$CRPC®
Financial Advisor
Associate Manager

904.380.2290

_ 4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your

system

License #W-32

f your side makes lt eas:er. »
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TCFederal.com | (904) 795-2077

MISSY WALKER
Triton Roofing & Restoration

TC FEDERAL
BANK &1934

Plants, Crafts, Vendors & Food.
May 3rd & 4th 9 am to 2 pm

Mandarin Garden Club
2892 Loretto Road, 32223

* Equipped with Stove, Refrigerator, and

Mandarin Arms

Apartments

11648 Pine Acres Rd.
Jacksonville, FL. 32223
Phone (904) 268-7251

* South Mandarin school district
* Garbage/Pest Control Paid
* Playground
* Fully Electric

Mini blinds

2 Bedroom Townhouses
* On Site Manager
Rental Assistance

Rents: $0-1108 Monthly

Office Hours~9am-5pm M-F
“This institution is an
equal opportunity provider.'
FRC (TTY)#1-800-955-8770

&

EQUALHOUSING
OPPORTUNITY




The
Pantry
Raiders

On lazy weekend mornings or when
entertaining a crowd, it may be more
fitting to serve brunch rather than
breakfast or lunch. Brunch enables
guests or family members to sleep in a
litcle later. Plus the filling combination
of menu items can keep people
satisfied until dinner later on in the
evening.

The recipe for "Farmhouse Skillet"
from "Lord Honey Traditional
Southern Recipes with a Country
Bling Twist" (Pelican Publishing) by
Chef Jason Smith, puts together a
blend of savory ingredients into an egg
casserole that can be a winner on any
brunch table.

Farmhouse Skillet
Serves 8-10

1 Ib. bacon, diced

2 cups cubed cooked ham

V2 Ib. breakfast sausage, cooked and
crumbled

1 small purple onion, diced

Y2 red bell pepper, diced

V2 yellow bell pepper diced

10 eggs, beaten

V5 cup heavy cream

1 20-ounce package frozen shredded
hash browns, or tater tots, thawed

Salt and ground black pepper to taste

Cheese and egg
casserole a brunch
staple

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

1 cup shredded Monterey Jack cheese
Preheat oven to 350 E

In a very large cast-iron skillet (12-
inch or larger), over medium heat,
cook the bacon until crispy. Then add
the ham and sausage and stir.

Add the onions and peppers, and

sauté for 5 minutes, always stirring.

In a small bowl, whisk the eggs and
heavy cream.

Stir the hash browns into the skillet,
and add salt and pepper to taste. Cook
for 5 to 8 minutes, until hash browns
start to brown. Remove from heat.
Add the egg mixture, top with cheese,
and bake for 20 to 25 minutes or until
bubbly and cheese is melted.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative
Farmhouse Skillet.

Cruis

Experience possible!
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Photo courtesy MetroCreative
Tender Salsa Beef

nter
WORLD TRAVEL
Invites you to

‘“Experience Alaska”

With Princess Cruises

Tuesday, April 30th at 6:30pm

If you are planning to take a Cruise or Tour to Alaska, this is a
presentation you don’t want to miss! Our Princess Representative
and Alaska Expert, Ted Knight, will give an interesting and
insightful presentation and slide show on the great state of Alaska.
It will be a casual gathering where questions are welcome. Also,
Cruise Center Advisors will be on hand to share their experiences
and are eager to assist you in planning the best Alaska Vacation

Call to Reserve your space today! Seating is limited!
This event will be held at the Ramada Inn Mandarin
Please RSVP no later than April 29th
Contact Cruise Center at 904-260-3401 x 250

Cruisenews@cruisecenterjax.com
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As I sit here and write this under the
warmth of a spring afternoon following
a cool morning and a successful fishing
trip, I have such great optimism for the
coming weeks and months on the water.
I hope all of you feel the same. Spring
just has an energy to it, you know? Not
that the winter was bad, but green is
my favorite color so I do enjoy the new
leaves.

Unfortunately, April is probably the last
month you'll want to spend time in the
creeks looking for specks and bass. Not
because they’re not there anymore, but
because there will be a lot more people
on the water enjoying the warmer
weather — which makes a creek fishing
trip a little more dangerous and a lot
less enjoyable. Blind curves and lack

of courtesy will encourage you to seek
less congested areas. If you do plan to
spend any time in the creeks this month
look for the less comfortable days, if we
have any, since they can fend off the fair
weather crowd.

I know you're probably wondering
where the optimism went so here it is.
As soon as the creeks start to get packed

Jimmy'’s Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

with boaters the river fishing really starts
ramping up. At an average of two to
three miles wide in our area, the river is
a great place to spread out and get some
space to yourself. Redfish, sheepshead,
seatrout, and even tarpon will be
around.

As I mentioned last month redfish will
really stand out this month as long as
you can get the bait that they want.
Blue crab will be on the top of their list
with fresh dead shrimp behind that.
Remember April is closed to shrimping
in the river, so leave that net at home.
Pull some shrimp out of the freezer or
buy some until June 1. Focus on points,

dock lines, and shell beds for the reds.

Another favorite I like to target this
month is sheepshead. They’ll be
moving in from their spawning run
and hungry for a smaller piece of crab,
clam, or shrimp. They’re going to be
tight to structure, so seek out pilings
somewhere. Wherever you're fishing for
them you may want to sacrifice some
bait as chum to get them fired up. Get
out there and enjoy the river. Tight
lines.

Visit us online!

www.floridanewsline.com

904-859-4188

G.R.OW. .
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Kay & Donald Smith
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TREE SERVICES:
+ free Trimming & Removol

« Stump Grinding

' §

+ Debris Removal & Houling
» Hozardous Or Unwanted Trees

904-859-4188

i EXCAVATION/BOBCAT SERVICESF™ &
+ Underbrush Mulching
+ Site Prep & Grading
» Fill Dirt, Top Soil & Grave!

%
G.R.OW.

» Storm Damage & Emergency Cleanup

CONCRETE SERVICES:
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Extremadura, Spain: A soon to be
heralded tourist destination

e

Getting to the region of Extremadura
in Spain takes a little extra effort — but
travelers are rewarded with a wealth

of Spanish history, cultural heritage,
natural wonders (especially birds),
exceptional cuisine, and the absence of
crowds. A three-hour drive southwest
of Madrid brought me to the medieval
city of Céceres. Passing through rolling
countryside scattered with giant
boulders and thousands of olive trees,

I soon discovered a district primed

for tourism and on the tip of being
unveiled.

The Old Town of Ciceres (the "ce"

is pronounced like "th" in "thin") is
considered one of the best-preserved
medieval cities in Europe, earning it
UNESCO World Heritage site status.
The sepia-toned walled historic center
surrounds a stunning array of Roman,
Islamic, Gothic, and Italian Renaissance
architecture, and best of all, no modern
embellishments.

I began by meandering along winding,
narrow cobblestone paths, each turn
bringing a picture-postcard view of

a church, fortress, or civic building,
most adorned with towers and steeples
and many topped with stork nests or
Spanish kestrels. Saintly statues filled
wall niches and doorframes featured
centuries-old family crests.

While strolling the 22 acres of the
historic center hilltop, you'll pass the

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

statue of patron saint San Pedro de
Alcantara in front of the Santa Maria
Cathedral. The devoted stop to rub his
bronze toes for blessings, while others
do so for good luck. Then, take time
to tour inside the cathedral to see the
exquisitely carved wooden altar from
the 15th century. Don't miss climbing
the bell tower for one of the city's best
panoramas or surmounting one of two
towers on the popularly photographed
Church of San Francisco Javier.

If Old Town looks like a scene from

the hit drama "Game of Thrones," you
are not imagining things. Filming sites
included Arco de la Estrella, the arched
main entrance to the historic center of
Céceres, as the fictional gate to King's
Landing. When I went bird-watching at
Los Barruecos Park, I saw the location
used for the epic battleground where
Daenerys Targaryen brought out her
fire-breathing dragons. Extremadura is a
bird lover's paradise with more than 360
species thriving in the area, but alas, no
dragons.

One morning, I took a tour, gaining
insider information from my guide,
who stopped at the Convent of St. Paul
(Poor Clare Nuns). He entered a side
door, set coins on a secret turntable, and
when the table spun back around, a box
of cookies appeared. The cloistered nuns
bake these, especially around Christmas
and Easter. Holy Week brings a religious

festival to the city, which I learned about
in the City Museum.

Céceres became an ideal base for
exploring the surrounding area, but
touring outside the old town requires

a car. | made exceptional trips to see
ancient theater ruins in Merida and the
golden splendor in Plasencia's New and
Old Cathedral. I learned about Emperor
Charles V's royal Monastery of San
Jeronimo de Yuste.

One of the most surprising and well-
hidden finds in Céceres was Atrio, a
three-Michelin-star restaurant, and

its sister restaurant, Torre de Sande
Eatery. Tapas (small plates) are famous
in Spain, but dining happens very late
by American standards. Extremadura's

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
View of Medieval Cecares.

highlights include Iberico ham from
pigs that feast on sweet acorns and
fabulous cheeses, especially Torta

del Casar. I stayed at the lovely NH
Collection Caceres Palacio de Oquendo,
a converted 16th-century palace steps
outside Caceres' medieval walls. I

also stayed in two paradors, historic
buildings converted into hotels, in
Spain.

Extremadura offers a wealth of tourism
options that are beyond the norm and
will soon be at the top of one of those
must-see destination lists. Go soon
before it gets crowded.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Landers stories
and travel tips.

Moms and babies need
special types of care.

We deliver both.
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When you're expecting, you have questions. We help answer them.

Rest easy knowing that you and your baby are in the right hands.
That's because Baptist Health is the No. 1 health system in Northeast
Florida for maternity services and Wolfson Children’s provides the most
sophisticated care for infants and children of all ages.

Physicians providing care at our hospitals are not employees or agents of the hospitals.

To learn more or find an OB/GYN
who delivers at Baptist Health,
call 904.202.4HER (4437) or visit

baptistjax.com/baby.
AAA
_ |
BAPTIST Wolfson
HEALTH Children’s
Hospital




