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Photos courtesy St. Johns County Sheriff's Office
Sheriff Rob Hardwicks makes remarks at the PAL
facility groundbreaking.

New PAL facility
coming soon

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Dec. 29, St. Johns County
Police Athletic League (PAL) hosted
an official groundbreaking ceremony
at the new PAL facility grounds
located on Allen Nease Road in
Elkton. The 35-acre site was donated
by the county and $5.9 million in
state funding for improvements was
acquired when St. Johns County
Sheriff Rob Hardwick took his vi-
sion for the facility to the St. Johns
County Legislative Delegation of
Rep. Cyndi Stevenson, Rep. Paul
Renner and Sen. Travis Hutson.

Phase 1 of the project will include
three multipurpose fields and one
will be encircled by a track to allow
for track and field events. Upon the
completion of future phases, there
are plans to host soccer, flag and
tackle football and baseball as well
as boxing programs, basketball, and
cheerleading.

Sheriff Robert Hardwick, Rep. Ste-
venson, Commissioner Roy Alamo,
Commissioner Krista Joseph and

her husband, Ron, as well as young
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“Hidden in Plain Sight" encourages
and educates parents

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

The Prevention Coalition of St. Johns
County is offering a relatively new
interactive presentation that is intended
to help parents and caregivers identify
potential indicators of drug and alcohol
abuse in their homes, as well as mental
illness. Called “Hidden in Plain Sight,”
the evidence-based program is housed in
a 16-foot trailer that has been outfitted as
a teenager’s bedroom. Only adults may
enter to potentially discover items and
paraphernalia that have been hidden.

“Some sheriffs offices in Florida have
outfitted trailers similarly, which is
where we got the idea,” said Sue Ellen
Jackson, Prevention Coalition of St.
Johns County’s executive director. “Kids
are dying from fentanyl and kids are
being kidnapped for sex trafhicking ...
right here in St. Johns County. We want
to educate parents and caregivers and
encourage them to give themselves per-
mission to enter their kids’ bedrooms.
We want them to feel comfortable
knowing they’re being good parents.”

Jackson said that when adults go inside
the trailer, they are encouraged to open
drawers, look under the bed, and check
out the trash can. Literature available at
the exhibit explains things to look out
for.

A small peek insidehe Hidden in Plain Sight trailer.

Boston
Serentific

Photos courtesy Sue Ellen Jackson

A Steve DeKorte debriefing adults after their visit to the Hidden in Plain Sight trailer.

“We work closely with the Drug En-
forcement Administration (DEA), the
public health department and school re-
source officers to stay on top of trends,”
Jackson said. “For instance, something
that looks innocent, like a bottle of sun-
tan lotion, could be a stash. If you see

a lot of used Band-Aids in your child’s
room, it could be an indication that
they are cutting themselves. This is a
mental health concern. A large amount
of cash that you didn’t give your child
could be a sign of sex trafhicking.”

Steve DeKorte is the Hid-
den in Plain Sight program
specialist. Now a grandfa-
ther, Jackson said he is pas-
sionate about this program
and wants his grandchil-
dren to make healthy

and informed decisions.
Jackson said DeKorte is
often at the trailer when it
is on location, talking to
attendees and helping with
debriefing after the adults
have viewed the mock
bedroom.

Jackson said since the program is only
about six months old, they are still
trying to get the word out. The Hid-
den in Plain Sight trailer is available to
be parked in front of local businesses

or schools. Jackson said they will make
presentations at clubs, churches, adult
events and meetings. Interested parties
should contact the Prevention Coalition
via their website (https://preventionco-
alitionofstjohnscounty.com) to schedule

a booking.

The Prevention Coalition of St. Johns
County is a small agency that Jackson
said is growing rapidly due to increased
need. It focuses mainly on youth and
seniors. It is designed for primary pre-
vention and outreach only, but partners
with secondary and tertiary agencies like

Betty Grifhin Center if needed.

Jackson stressed that the Prevention Co-
alition’s mission is to nurture, educate
and encourage — not to judge.

“We need to love each other and be
educated,” she said. “We hope that this
exhibition will go a long way towards
educating the community.”

Living with Parkinson’s Disease or Essential Tremor?

Advancing science for life™

Option 1

Date: Tuesday February 13, 2023 « 6:00pm
Location: Aloft Hotel, 4812 Deer Lake Drive West,
Jacksonville, FL 32246
Register to Attend in Person: http://learndbs.com/1567

Join us to learn more about advanced treatment options to help manage your Disease.
Family and friends are welcome to attend this educational event. *FREE meal provided.

Option 2

Date: Tuesday March 5, 2023 » 11:30am
Location: 351 Town Plaza Ave, Suite 205,
Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
Register to Attend: http://learndbs.com/1566

Hosted by: Alaine Keebaugh, PhD (c) 770-356-6410 | Speaker: Dr. Philip Tipton, MD, Mayo Clinic
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“My foet foel ke they're on fire.”
“Each step foeels ke fm walking through muad.™
“I live in constant fear that Fll fall”

I can’t steap, my hamas and feer tingle all mighe.”

What do all of thesa people have in common?
Thay suffar from peripharal neuropathy. It's
estimated that more than 20 milllon people in the
United States have peripheral neuropathy.
Unfortunately this figure may be significantly
higher as the diseass is often misdiagnosead
bacause of its wide array of symploms.

Dr, Jann Turpin of Riverplace Acupuncture
Integrativa Haalth in Jacksonville shares this
balief. *r've been treating neuropathy, in all its
varlous forms, for over one decade and 30 often
my patients come to me because of the
symploms, not becausa of the diagnosis. They
saw one of my newspaper ads, or read the
testimonial of another patient, or spoke to another
patient and zaid 1o themselves, "hay, Ifeal the
sama thing™.”

Liza B, testified to this, "Pain doesn’t wake me at
night anymore and | can walk as much as Iwant to
all day without pain. I'm going to star exercising
on the treadmill, for the first time in years. These
are things | couldn’t do before seelng Dr. Jann
and getting acupunciure!”

Those diagnosed with peripheral neuropathy
often face a very grim reallty; Westermn medicine
declares that thera is no solution while most
alternative therapies carry large price tags and
offar il to no resolva. Which s why Dr. Turpin
and the staff at Riverplace Acupunciure pride
themselves on baing "the last resort with the best
results’,

Paripheral neuropathy |5 a result of damage to the
nerves and this damage Is commonly caused by
lack of blood flow in the hands and feet. This
shortage results in a lack of nutrients; the nerves
then begin to degenerate and die which causas
pain ranging from discomfort to debilitating.
Because neuropathy is a degenerative condition,
anca the nerves bagin to deteriorata they will
continue to do 5o until they are completely
expired, leaving those suffering with severe
balance issues. "In this case, the absence of pain is
not necessarily a good thing,” shares Dr. Turpin
*This usually means that your nenes ane hanging
by a thread,”

S0 how exactly is Dr. Turpin able to reverse the
affecis of this degenarative disease?
"Acupunciure has been used to Increase blood
flow for thousands of years which helps to get the
necessary nutrients to the affected nerves. Bul the
real magic happens when | integrate ATP
Resanance BlioTherapy =, This is tech that was
originally developed by NASA to expedite
recovering and haaling.”

"I just can't say encugh about Dr. Jann,” Lisa
shared through tears of joy. “My husband and |
moved here 3 years ago and he's gone to the
beach almost every day. | always stayed home
because of the pain and discomfort. Yesterday |
walked on the beach with him! And next week
wa're starting ballroom daneing lessons. | am
truly living life these days.”

By seamlessly blending the anclent science of
acupunciure with modern medical solutions, Dr.
Turpin has achioved a 90% success rate in
reversing the effects of neuropathy. She starts
each patient with an initial consultation during

Peripheral Neuropathy Breakthrough!

which a sensory exam is performed. “This not only
alds in making a proper diagnosis but it helps to
define just how much nerve damage has
occurned,” tells the doctor. *This is important
because if a patient has suffiered more than 95%.
thera ks litile that | can do to help them, I'm familiar
with the medical miracie but | know my limits as a
practitionar and the limits of my medicina.”

When It comes to treating peripheral neurcpathy,
regardless of its origin, early detection greatly
improves yvour chances of a full recovery.

If you or someona you love is suffaring with
chronic pain that presents as buming, tingling or
‘pins and nasdles’ of you've recantly baan
diagnosed with peripheral neuropathy, it's
important io know that there are options. There is
hope!

Call (904) 720 - BBA7 to schedule an Initial
consultation or visit

waw, RiverplaceAcupunciure.com to read mora
incradiblea success stonas,

PREMIER HOMES

BREAL ESTATE EXFERTS

REALTY, INC.

(Were heve Lo helfp!

WE LIST YOUR HOME FOR 4% TOTAL COMMISSION
AND
WE LOWER THE COMMISSION TO 3% IF WE BRING
THE BUYER!

Your Favorite Mother/Daughter Team!

Tavr Taglor + Eotrir Frapee

REALTOR®

(904)347-1560
KARIFRANCOM@PHRFL.NET

BROKER ASSOCIATE, REALTOR®
(904)449-1855
TARITAYLOR@PHRFL.NET

PREMIERHOMESREALTY.NET

MIKE & TARI TAYLOR HAVE BEEN RECOGNIZED IN FORBES MAGAZINE AND FORTUNE
MAGAZINE REAL ESTATE MARKET LEADERS $212M TOTAL SALES.

* This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with another Realtor.
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Breed:

Border collie
Favorite Activity:
Chasing balls or frisbees
Favorite Treat:
Peanut butter
Favorite Friend:
Everyone she meets
How did your BFF get her name:
Lady got her name

from her grandmother.

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Don't miss our March issue
featuring our Spring Home Improvement Guide!
Deadline 2/16/24

Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!
904.607.5062
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Last month's Mystery Photo was an entrance to RiverTown.
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WE ARE OPEN! )
Serving Maryland inspired dishes in Jacksonville since 1996! 20 A) OFF
On Julington Creek Road - Off San Jose Blvd
Tues-Sat 4:30pm - 9pm One Reglﬂal‘lY

Celebrating MARD] @GR.\$ all month long

Cajun inspired dishes & drink specials!

On the Menu...
Escargot a'la Bourguignonne
Oysters Bienville

Shrimp Etouffee

Po' Boy Sandwiches

Creole Green Beans

Warm Bread Pudding

and MORE!

www.BlueCrabCrabhouse.com (904) 260-2722

Call or visit us online today!

Sun 12pm - 9pm

St Johns Jax Beach
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd

(next to Publix)

904.230.3242
whbu.com/jacksonville

"’\cwazd P Unlinitec

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
whbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

Priced Item

Valid in-store at the
participating stores listed.
Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird
Food, Optics, Gift Card, DSC
Memberships or Sale ltems,
Exclusions Apply.

Offer expires 2/29/24

ONE COUPON PER CUSTOMER

— e e e e e e = — — — —— =

Nature Shop

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wbu.com/staugustine
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers ac-
tivities for seniors on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in Orange-
dale. Cards, crafts and games start each day at
9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exercise, Bunco and
Bingo among the additional activities before
lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day. Contact Program
Coordinator Myra Fisher at (904) 209-3658 or
mfisher@coasjc.org for more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming (with

all items donated to charity) meets every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at Maple
Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race Track Road in
St. Johns. Visit the group’s Facebook page (Play-
ing HOOKie) or email playinghookie2022@gmail.
com for more information.

Jokers Wild, alocal card group, plays the
game of "Hand, Knee, and Foot" on Wednes-
days. If you are interested in joining, please call
(904) 230-6962 and leave a message.

th: ESOL Learn to Read, with
5 partners at Learn to Read St. Johns,
will be held on Monday, Feb. 5. The begin-
ner class is from 3:15 p.m. - 4:15 p.m. and the
intermediate and/or conversation class is from
4:30 p.m. - 5:30 p.m. Register at www.sjcpls.

org. Walkins will be welcome as space allows.
Call 904-827-6960 or email Donna at dbraasch@

sjcfl.us for more information.
th: Honeybee Quilters Guild
6 will meet on Tuesday, Feb. 6 at 7
p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church at the
Loretto Road Campus in the Kids’ Space at
2501 Loretto Road. Guild members will make a
presentation on Harbor Freight Notions. Wear-
ing masks is optional. New members/guests
welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for more

information.
Happy Hookers crochet

6 group will meet at the Bartram
Trail Branch Library on Feb. 6 and Feb. 20 from
5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. The group crochets or knits

e

“ebr
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blankets for cancer patients at area hospitals.
All skill levels are welcome. Visit www.sjcpls.org

or call (904) 827-6960.
th Widow to Widow, support
7 group for widows by widows is
held at Council on Aging (COA) River House, 179
Marine Street in St. Augustine on Wednesdays
beginning Feb. 7 from 11:45 a.m. - 12:45 p.m. Call
(904) 209-3655 (Monday - Thursday) or email
tharris@coasjc.org for more information,

7th ~10th: Friends of the Bar-
tram Trail Library Book Sale will

be held Feb.7 - 10 at the Bartram Trail Branch

Library, 60 Davis Pond Blvd,, during regular

library hours.

th: Open Card Play at Council
8 on Aging (COA) River House, 179
Marine Street in St. Augustine. Bring your deck
of cards and socialize over a friendly card game
of your choosing every Thursday beginning Feb.
8 from 12:15 p.m. - 3:15 p.m. Call (904) 209-3655
(Monday - Thursday) or email tharris@coasjc.
org for more information.

] Oth'The Friends of Alpine
Park meets the second Saturday

of each month (this month, Feb. 10) at 11a.m.

at the Harris-Bennett Farmhouse in Alpine

Groves Park, 2060 State Road 13. Docents will

conduct tours of the historic farmhouse from

12 p.m. - 2 p.m. As always, the public is invited.

Email friendsofalpinepark@gmail.com for more

information.

‘I oth:The Bartram Trail Gene-

alogy Club meets the second
Saturday of each month (this month, Feb. 10)
from 2 p.m. - 4 p.m. at the Bartram Trail Branch
Library. The meeting will feature a presentation
by member Bill Sherman on the recent and
future changes and preparation for the impact
digital security has on access to individual ac-
counts, research data and protecting valuable
work. Email ginglish@comcast.net for more

Meet our Pediatric APRN

Gretchen Dettlinger APRN, PMHNP-BC

I BEHAVIORAL HEALTHCARE

Health Services

EPICOFFERS NUMEROUS TREATMENT OPTIONS:
o Psychiatric Services

@ Mental Health Counseling

@ substance Use Disorder Counseling

@ Individual, Family and Relationship Counseling

WE OFFER HELP WITH:

@ Anxiety/ Depression

@ Fanmily Relationship Issues

@ substance Use/ Mental
Health Challenges

® our programs serve seniors, adults,
adolescents and children ages 4 and older

ACCEPTING NEW PATIENTS
FIVE LOCATIONS

Scan the QR Code or visit our website for locations.

[EIEE | www.EPICBH.or
it |[E info@EPICBH.or

CAERWUSEWecar
MAKE YOUR APPOINTMENT TODAY!
(904) 829-2273

We accept most commercial insurances, Medicaid, self-pay with sliding scales, Visa and
MasterCard. Accommodations are available for disabled or deaf/hearing-impaired.
For assistance, use x 4016

A C

iniSt¥lohns

information. Visit www.facebook.com/groups/
BTGenClubGroup to send a request to join the
club.

th:The Northwest St. Johns
] 2 County United for Progress Club
will meet on Monday Feb. 12 at 6:30 p.m. Annual
board elections and a special guest speaker will
be featured. For more information, visit www.

nwstjohnsup.com or email nwsjcp@gmail.com.
Bartram Trail Newcom-

] 3 ers’ and Women's Club will host

its meeting and luncheon on Tuesday, Feb. 13 at
11a.m. at St. Johns Golf and Country Club, 205 St.
Johns Golf Drive. This month's theme is “Ideas

to Make Your Spring Garden Bloom." Doors will
open at 10:30 a.m. Downton Abbey “High Tea"

is the theme and the luncheon will be a buffet.
Checks for $32 should be made payable to BTNC
and mailed to Brenda Jenkins, 2204 Fort Mellon
Court, St. Augustine, FL 32092 no later than

Feb. 6. Visit www.facebook.com/BTNC1 for food
choices and updated information.

] 5th:WiIIiam Bartram Scenic

Highway Group will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 15 beginning at 6:30 p.m. at
Westminster Woods, Gathering Place Room.
Join the discussion to keep NW St. Johns County
Scenic and Historic and preserve the State
Road 13 Scenic Highway. Virtual meeting access
is available; contact alabbat@comcast.net or
call (904) 699-8475.

] 5th'Growing and Appreciat-
INg Orchids will be presented
by long-time gardener Jim Shine, who will talk
about his favorite orchids and what it takes to
grow them on Feb. 15, at 10 a.m. at the Bartram
Trail Branch Library. All are invited. Contact
switzerlandgc@gmail.com or visit www.switzer-
landgc.org for more information.

] 9th *The All Star Quilters
Guild will meet at 9:30 a.m.
for socializing prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on

Monday, Feb. 19 at First Christian Church, 11924
San Jose Blvd. The program includes show and
tell of Jelly Roll quilts. Sew and Tell is always a

feature. Guests are welcome. Visit www.allstar-
quilters.org for more information.

20th:Newcomers of North St.

Johns will host a luncheon
featuring entertainment by pianist Matt Hall on
Feb. 20 beginning at 11 a.m. (doors open at 10:30
a.m.) at Stonewood Restaurant, 3832 Baymead-
ows Road. Attendees are encouraged to bring
a children's book to donate to the St. Johns
County Public Library System Hastings Branch
Library. The cost for the luncheon and program
is $35 for members; all reservations must be
received by Feb. 9. Visit https://newcomersof-
northstjohns.org for more information.

St:Coin Collecting for Kids
will be held at the Bartram Trail

Branch Library on Feb. 21 from 4 p.m. - 5 p.m.
Join Tony Bonaro from the Florida United
Numismatists to learn about history, geography,
math, and science while studying coins. Call the
library at (904) 827-6960 for more information.

2 3 rd:“Exploitation of the

Elderly and Disabled” a free
lecture by Megan Wall, St. Johns County Legal
Aid, will be presented at Council on Aging (COA)
River House, 179 Marine Street in St. Augustine,
on Friday, Feb. 23 from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m. Call (904)
209-3655 (Monday - Thursday) or email thar-

ris@coasjc.org for more information.
24th Dress a Girl Around the

World at the Bartram Trail
Branch Library will be held on Saturday, Feb. 24
at 10 a.m. Learn to make dresses and shorts for
girls around the world. You can pick up a kit to
create at home, or turn in dresses you created
to the Bartram Trail Branch. We also accept
fabric and notion donations. Call the library at
(904) 827-6960 for more information.
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< swiles by

GLENOS &« HADGIS
ORTHODONTISTS

Dr. Jimmy Glenos

Dr. Craig Hadgis

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

Free Initial Visit

eeocooe
904.79.SMILE (797.6453)

smilesbyGHortho.com

FAVORITES

THE OFFICIAL
COMMUNITY’S:

AWARDS

WINNER




with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court
and Comptroller Brandon Patty

Q. What is your office’s role in provid-
ing marriage services for residents?

A. Our clerks have the important, and
fun, responsibility of assisting in filing
marriage applications, issuing licenses
per Florida Statute 741.01, perform-
ing wedding ceremonies, and providing
copies of Marriage Records. Last year
our staff issued more than 2,400 mar-
riage licenses. We take great pride in
helping couples navigate the process and
beginning their married lives together.

Q. Last year the clerk’s office held its
inaugural group Valentine’s Day wed-
ding ceremony. What is your office’s
plan for this year’s event?

A. Our office will be hosting its annual
Valentine’s Day group wedding cer-
emony in partnership with the Seventh
Judicial Circuit. Last year’s event was
special as seven couples exchanged vows,
and we look forward to supporting the
same this year. The ceremony will take
place on Wednesday, Feb. 14, 2024, at 1
p-m. at the Richard O. Watson Judicial
Center located at 4010 Lewis Speedway.
The Honorable Judge Howard O. Mc-

Gillin, Jr. will officiate the ceremony.

Q. Can you provide details for couples
interested in registering?

A. To tie the knot on Valentine’s Day,
couples can register for the event online
by visiting https://stjohnsclerk.com/

wedding or calling (904) 819-3604, no
later than Sunday, Feb. 11. The ceremo-
ny is limited to the first 50 couples.

Participating couples will receive a digi-
tal photograph and video of the event.
Couples are still required to pay for a
marriage license. Participating couples
will have to purchase their marriage
license from the clerk’s office no later
than Feb. 11. Marriage licenses are not
valid until three days after issuance (ap-
plies to Florida residents only).

Even if you can’t make it to our special
Valentine’s Day event to get married,
our office conducts marriage ceremonies
Monday through Friday, from 8 a.m. to
4:30 p.m. for $30. Walk-ins are wel-
come or you can even book an appoint-
ment online. More information about
marriage services offered at our office
can be found on our website:

https://stjohnsclerk.com/marriage-
licenses-ceremonies/ .

Q. How do people get in touch with
you?

A. Residents can call my office at (904)
819-3601 or my cell at (904) 599-8688.
My email address is BPatty@stjohn-
sclerk.com. Many of your questions

can be answered and many services are
provided, such as paying traffic citations
or searching records, by visiting our
website, www.stjohnsclerk.com.
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with St. Johns County Commissioner
Christian Whitehurst, District 1

Q: Can you comment on the num-
ber of temporary business signs that
seem to be proliferating NW St.
Johns County roadways?

A: According to St. Johns County
code, these signs are not permitted —
and our code enforcement officials are
overwhelmed with calls for service.
We ask business owners and residents
to only put signs on their own private
property in accordance with county
code. This will help keep our commu-
nity as beautiful as we would like it to
be and not cluttered with signs.

Q: What can you tell us about the
recent approval by the Board of
County Commissioners on Jan. 16
for the Sandy Creek neighborhood
(on County Road 210 East)?

A: This was an interesting approval
that was actually requested by the
residents of the neighborhood. They
asked to switch from light industrial
to more single family homes and
multifamily units within the Planned
Unit Development (PUD). They
didn’t want the already permitted
light industrial near their homes. Also
approved was a second entrance to the
community, which will ensure that

all 600 present homeowners (and 400
more in the future) will be able to exit
their neighborhood at a traffic light.
This should improve traffic flow in the
neighborhood.

Q: Can you explain the North Flori-
da TPO, of which you were recently
named chair?

A: The North Florida Transportation
Organization (TPO) provides a way
to advocate regionally for transporta-
tion infrastructure. It basically ampli-
fies our voices to Tallahassee; when
we are asking for state funds, they
are more likely to approve the dollars
regionally than county-by-county.
Representatives from Duval, St.
Johns, Clay and Nassau counties meet
10 times per year with TPO staff and
a representative from the Florida De-
partment of Transportation to adjust
transportation priorities. It’s always
very fluid and we get a lot of input
from county governments as well. St.
Johns County has two other repre-
sentatives on the board besides me,
one from the City of St. Augustine
and one from the Airport Authority.
I have served on the North Florida
TPO board since I was elected to the
St. Johns County Board of County
Commissioners three years ago. The
board meetings are open to the pub-
lic; visit hteps://northfloridatpo.com
or more information.

Q: What is the best way for our read-

ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at beclc-
whitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904)
584-5348.

JENEAN BULLARD
OWNER
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For every couples massage booked during the month of
February, receive a complimentary bottle of
champagne and chocolate covered strawberries during
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your treatment!

Grab your gals for Galentine’s on Tuesday,
February 13, 2024!

Join us for: Couture Jems, Deese Wines, raffles & more!

(904) 899-1234

108 Bartram Oaks Walk Drive,

Ste 201, Fruit Cove, Florida, 32259
www.bartramspa.com
info@bartramspa.com

Call or email
to reserve
your spot + v/
spa kit today! Y
RSVP BY !
2/10/24
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PLENTY OF LIGHTED  DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM
PARKING AND SECURITY  GAMES START AT 7:00PM
ON THE PREMISES. GREAT  Cody Center - Tally Room
FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS. 4152 Loretto Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32223
NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAWS.

849.0931(10)(A)

GAME DATES:
FEB 10 | MAR 9 | APR 13

For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904-742-8777 or vaterlizzi@gmail.com

PARISH BING©
Bings Might at St Joseph

LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50°’S
& DOOR PRIZES

“I only want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 * (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road - St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

Gold & Diamonds Direct
Serving Jacksonville Since 1984

jewelry repair - watch batteries - jewelry appraisals
custom jewelry design - gemologist on staff

@m Dlalentines 1 Carat Diomond
Gt &

' When you purchase a $5,000
cardboard jewelry box.

(904) 770 2790

Publix Plantation Plaza | 2758 Race Track Rd., Suite 407 | St Johns Florida
Doing business locally for over 40 years!

Vlf:k = )akes

Supeervisor of Elections

2024 Presidential Preference
Primary Election

March 19, 2024

Deadline to Register to Vote
or Change Party Affiliation

February 20, 2024

You can register to vote, update your
information, or request a new voter
information card online at www.votesjc.gov

For registration and election information,
call or visit:
904-823-2238 - www.votesjc.gov
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Q: When is our next election?

A: The first election of 2024 is the Presi-
dential Preference Primary Election on
March 19, 2024.

Q: Who is eligible to vote in the Presi-
dential Preference Primary Election?

A: Only registered Republicans are
eligible to vote in the March 19 election.
Since Joseph Biden, Jr. is the only name
submitted by the Democratic Party of
Florida, there will not be a Democratic
ballot in this election. Due to Florida’s
closed primary laws, voters who are reg-
istered with no party affiliation (NPA) or
a minor party are not eligible to vote in
this election.

Q: Are there any upcoming deadlines
ahead of the election?

A: February 20, 2024, is the last day

to register to vote or change party af-
filiation for the Presidential Preference
Primary Election. To register or change
your party affiliation, visit our website at
WWW.VOtEsjC.gov.

Q: If I voted-by-mail in the 2022 elec-
tions, do I automatically get a mail
ballot for 20242

A: No, vote-by-mail requests expired
after the 2022 General Election. If a
voter plans on voting-by-mail in 2024,
they must put a new request on file by
visiting www.votesjc.gov or calling the
Elections Office at (904) 823-2238. The
last day to request a ballot to be mailed is
March 7, 2024, by 5 p.m.

Q: When is early voting?

with St. Johns County Supervisor of
Elections Vicky Oakes

A: Early voting for the Presidential Pref-
erence Primary Election will take place
from Saturday, March 9, through Sat-
urday, March 16, 2024, which includes
two Saturdays and one Sunday. St. Johns
County voters can visit any early voting
location during the hours of voting, 9
a.m. to 6 p.m. daily, to cast their ballot.

Q: Where do I vote on Election Day?

A: To find your Election Day polling
place, visit our website www.votesjc.gov
and click “Find My Polling Place.” Vot-
ers can also call the Elections Office at
(904) 823-2238. There have been some
polling place changes for the 2024 elec-
tions. Out of the 41 polling places used
during the 2022 election cycle, several
facilities were no longer available for use,
and have been relocated. Two additional
polling places have been added for 2024
to ensure safe, convenient, accessible
voting for St. Johns County voters. Af-
fected voters residing in the precincts
whose Election Day polling places have
been relocated will receive updated voter
information cards in the mail and should
review their new cards carefully.

Q: Where can we find more informa-
tion about the Presidential Preference
Primary Election?

A: St. Johns County voters can look
forward to receiving the 2024 Presiden-
tial Preference Primary Election issue of
the St. Johns County Citizen’s Guide to
Registering and Voting ahead of the up-
coming March election. The guide will
explain the difference between the three
elections taking place this year, a list of

St. Johns County Supervisor cont. on pg. 8

Eddie Creamer
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Q: Do you have any legislative up-
dates to share?

A: The Florida legislature is now in ses-
sion and there are three bills related to
Homestead Exemption and assessment
caps that are worth noting. All relate
to the legislature’s concern for increases
in property taxes for Florida property
owners.

Q: What is the first bill?

A: The first one relates to the 10 percent
non-homestead exemption cap. Cur-
rently, school millages are excepted from
this cap, meaning homeowners still pay
the school millage. Bills introduced in
both the House and the Senate would
eliminate this exception. If these bills
become law, homeowners would not
pay school taxes on the cap.

Q: What is the second bill?

A: Again, there are both House and Sen-
ate companion bills. Currently, when an
owner applies for Homestead Exemp-
tion on a currently owned non-home-
stead property, deferred amounts related
to the 10 percent assessment limitation

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser

cap are removed. This could cause a
significant increase in taxes when the
property owner applies for Homestead
Exemption. If this legislation passes,
these deferred amounts would remain
in place.

Q: Finally, what is the third bill you

are watching?

A: Currently, the $50,000 Homestead
Exemption is in two $25,000 bands.
The first $25,000 of value is exempt (the
first band), the second $25,000 in value
is taxed and the third $25,000 of value
is exempt (the second band). If this
legislation passes the second band would
be increased to $50,000 and indexed to
inflation. This would effectively raise the
Homestead Exemption on most houses

in St. Johns County to $75,000.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500.

It is open Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m.
— 5 p.m. Also, readers can email me at
Eddie@sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-
5500.
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SCORE events announced

By Ale'ta Turner, SCORE Jacksonville
mail@floridanewsline.com

Starting a business is exciting but can
also be overwhelming — and staying in
business means you're faced with many
new challenges, growing pains and some-
times threats. As a SCORE client, your
business success is our focus and you

are not alone on your journey. SCORE
Jacksonville invites business owners and
entrepreneurs at every stage to join us for
our upcoming events.

“Achieve Your Business Dream”

who or where they are on their journey.
It costs only $99 to participate for up to
two team members.

Women's Conference: Resilience,
Learning, and Collaboration

Saturday, Feb. 24, 2024, 8:30 a.m. — 3
p-m.

SCORE Jacksonville, working with other
resource partners, is hosting a Women’s
Conference at the FSCJ] Advanced Tech-
nology Center. Join us for networking
and hear subject matter experts discuss
business planning, work-life balance,

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-Month 4 . 9 5 0 % APY*
1-Year 4 . 7 5 O 9% APY*
18-Month 4 m 6 O O % APY*

Call or visit your local financial advisor today

Feb' 6’ 202’4 - Feb 27’ 2024 funding and more. We aim to inspire and Mitch Whri ht *Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/12/2024. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued
. . h h k 1 d d g and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest accrued but not yet paid) per depositor,

. equip women with the Knowledge an i i i per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.

SCORE JaCkSOﬂVIHC and the ]aCkSOIl' quip . g Financial Advisor gov or contact your financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price
resources to aCCClC['atC thClr bUSIHCSSCS 605 Sr 13n Ste 101 change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices

ville Women’s Business Center present
“Achieve Your Business Dream.” This
four-part weekly workshop series is tai-
lored for aspiring and emerging business
owners and entrepreneurs, regardless of

of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value.
FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal may not be permitted.
Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not
allow interest to compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts
nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867M-A AECSPAD 20485389

and dreams. Advance registration tickets
are $35 per person or two tickets for $50.

Fruit Cove, FL 32259
904-230-3385

Visit score.org/jacksonville for more
details and online registration.

Prudential Financial Planning

Personalized financial

Chris Thompson
Andrew E. Laino ﬁ adVICE to help aChleve CFP9CRPC®
CLU®CFP®, CLTC® 7 3 Financial Advisor
Financial Planner v//l Prudentlal your goals Associate Manager
CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700 904.380.2290

4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

[cEr]

CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™

Ameriprise &

Financial

Flul FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks

andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services [PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.
1008115-00005-00 05404

CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

and demographics. Second, to investi-  Seniors vs. Crime project?

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

gate complaints and seek restitution for ) )
A: We provide office space and equip-

9
YR/

seniors. The services are free of charge
and any money recovered goes back to
the victim. Third, the initiative provides

ment. The Seniors vs. Crimes volun-
teers report to the regional director of

Attorney General Moody’s Seniors vs.
Crime unit, but they work directly with
our SJSO detectives in the South Re-
gional Operations Center. They actually
have access to all SJSO offices for work

space for interviews with senior citizen

Q: Can you share some information
about the Seniors vs. Crime initia-
tive?

and are currently working on cases. senior volunteers an opportunity to

. PP learn new skills and provide a service to
Q: Can you describe the initiative? o SR

our community’s senior citizens.
A: Seniors vs. Crime is staffed com-
pletely by volunteers and serves ap-

proximately 50,000 seniors in St.

A: This is not a new initiative. It is a
special initiative in collaboration with
Attorney General Ashley Moody’s of-
fice. SJSO is the 32nd office in the state
to participate in this project and the
third one under AG Moody. I had prior
knowledge of this project since we had
a successful unit at the St. Augustine
Beach Police Department and I wanted
to bring it to SJSO. We officially kicked
off our partnership on Dec. 19, 2023

Q: What is the background of the
volunteers?

victims to best serve our senior citizens.

Johns County. The primary mission is A: We found a retired FBI agent who

The great thing is that these volunteers,
now runs this unit. We have specially

and our detectives, deputies, and staff
all work side by side to help seniors in

to reduce the victimization of senior
szfln? by SC::‘[IES and ceres ba%sed trained volunteers in this project who
on their age. Ihere are three primary are really subject matter experts since

objectives. First, to provide educa- St. Johns County. Far too often we see

tion through various scam and crime
prevention programs. We are able to

all are retired law enforcement officers, our senior citizens taken advantage of

either local, state, or federal.

. . . Q&A with Sheriff Rob Hardwick cont. on pg.9
tailor these presentations for group size

Q: What does SJSO provide to the

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates)
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.

Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

We offer

ta’n'r Pediatric Dentistry

G Family Dentistry

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

: ,,_‘“1,. = * NemelzDental Associates

CAEE FUN Tl TETEEE

IPFTCIALIY SENTLL FRMILY

B T, D 40T i S - P 1 Pty

Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q AdultDentistry: (904) 886-4867

$[wR ) # www.nemetzdental.com
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SALON

January 30th - February 17th

Gift Cards

Purchase $100 get $20
Purchase $150 get $35
Purchase $200 get $50

Purchase $250 get $70
Additional amounts redeemable beginning April 2024

(904)209-1320

2758 Racetrack Road, Suite 403

amshibom

St. Johns, FL 32259

AVEDA

TEN-TIME RECIPIENT
GOVERNOR'S GOLD SEAL AWARD

FOR EXCELLENCE IN LONG-TERM CARE

20000

Request The Best

When you or a loved one are in need of post-acute care

following a planned or unexpected hospital stay, request the

best. During your stay, our #1 priority is to help you regain

your best quality of life and maximize your independence.

BES

NURSING HOMES

e Spacious therapy center
* Green, lush campus

¢ Individualized treatment plans

/ -U'EHEHE— * Highly skilled, specialized therapists

-_

EWE Scan Code to Request

?_;:‘-L.I:'i'i RiverGarden.org
EB%2 904.886.8419

* Available 7 days a week

p——

=
RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Q: What is the latest on new school
construction?

A: The two new schools opening this
fall, located in Shearwater and Beacon
Lake, are coming along beautifully and
on schedule. Following the announce-
ment last month of the principals for
each school, we are in the process of
hiring staff. The positions are advertised
internally at first, since we are reducing
students at some other schools. Later in
the spring, the positions will be opened
up to outside candidates. We have out-
standing leaders at both schools who will
do a great job launching. The schools
will open as K—7 schools the first year
so that eighth graders can stay at their
existing school.

For the new school in RiverTown, clear-
ing of the land has finished and site prep
has begun. This school is on schedule for
an August 2025 opening.

The next step for the schools opening

in 2026 in Nocatee and Silverleaf will
take place this spring when we begin the
process of issuing bonds to pay for the
construction. We are so grateful for the
local half-cent sales tax (and the visitors
and tourists who help pay it) because
this helps us fund the construction of all
these new schools.

Q: Do you have a legislative update?

A: We are just now [as of interview
date of Jan. 16] in the second week of
session. School Board member Tony
Coleman and I will be traveling to Tal-
lahassee later this week as members of
the Florida School Boards Association.
This year will be a year of deregulation
for education. The Florida Senate has

Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Q with St. Johns County School Board
A

been working hard all summer to find
ways to eliminate unnecessary regula-
tion. On the House side, they have two
deregulation bills, but they are much
less vigorous than the Senate bills. My
mission this week is to talk to House
members to try to get them to consider
the Senate bills. For instance, the House
supports the current law, which requires
passing End of Course (EOC) exams in
Algebra 1 and English Language Arts for
10th graders. The Senate wants to take
this requirement out and just require
students to pass their regular courses.
Our Director of Government Relations
for the St. Johns County School District,
Logan Lowery, is working hard on our
behalf in Tallahassee. There are a number
of bills still being filed that we will have
to keep an eye on. Also, a lot of times,
one issue will be combined with others
in a single bill... again, we have to pay
close attention.

Q: How has the end of the first se-
mester and beginning of the second
semester gone for St. Johns County
schools?

A: We had a very successful first semester
and an exciting beginning to the second
semester with that winter storm hitting
on the second day of school. We were
carefully watching the timing of the
storm and determined that it would hit
our area around 4 p.m., which allowed
us to dismiss students and staff just one
hour early.

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.slough@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904) 547-
7510.

St. Johns County Supervisor cont. from pg. 6

early voting locations, important dates

for voters, and more.

Q: What is the best way for our read-

ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at voakes@
votesjc.gov or call me at (904) 823-
2238. Our website, www.votesjc.gov also
has a wealth of information.

New PAL facility cont. from pg.1

members of the PAL program, including
Brooks Barnett, attended the ground-
breaking ceremony.

“When I am older, I will not talk about
the championships, but the friendships I
made,” Barnett said. “The Police Athlet-
ics League has given me the opportunity
to compete as a student-athlete at a high
level while teaching us the importance of

hard work and leadership.”

PAL is one of the oldest character-build-
ing youth organizations in the country
and fosters an environment for positive
interaction between law enforcement
and children within the community.
This new complex is intended to support
the needs of a youth recreational facil-
ity in an area of St. Johns County that
needs it the most. Presently, PAL services
approximately 2,500 participants annu-
ally, and with the population growth of
the county, that number is expected to

double.

' i L
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Dignitaries shovel dirt at the groundbreaking ceremony of the new PAL the first and second

The state funding
of $5.9 million will
not cover the entire
first phase of con-
struction, but will
be a good starting
point. PAL is pres-
ently working with
businesses and com-
munity members to
raise the remaining
required funds for

facility in Elton.  phases of the project.



Michele Oliver is the public-
ity chairman for Newcomers
of North St. Johns, a social
group for both newcomers

to the area and for those who
have recently experienced a
life change, that is celebrat-
ing its 20th anniversary this
year. Retired since 2019, she
worked a variety of jobs in her
career and said she learned
something from each and
every one — public speak-
ing skills from working at the
National Institutes of Health,
event planning from working
for Deerwood Country Club
and Palencia Club, marketing
skills from serving as the mar-
keting manager for NE Florida Weight
Watchers franchises and writing skills
from Robinson and St. Johns. Her de-
gree in Mass Communications and PR
from the University of South Florida
set her up to succeed in her varied
career, but she said right now she is
enjoying her retirement since it gives
her time to do whatever she wants to
do. She lives in Fruit Cove with her
husband Ben, a dachshund named
Chloe and Anna, a yellow lab rescued
during the pandemic in 2020. Son
Charlie and his wife Lisa live nearby
with their two children.

Q: Where did you grow up and go to

school?

A: My dad was in the Navy and retired

when I was four. I was the last of

Get to Know . ..

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

travel - pantry raiders - gardening
fishing - entertainment - puzzles

Photo courtesy Michele Oliver
Michele Oliver

four children, so I missed a lot of the
moving around. We moved to Alam-
eda, California, where I grew up and
attended high school. Once my father
retired again from civilian life, he and
my mom moved to New Port Richey,
Florida and since I wasn’t married at
the time, I moved with them. I found
there were lots of retirees there! So I
enrolled at the University of South
Florida at age 22 and shared an off
campus dorm with a bunch of 18 year

olds.
Q: How did you meet your husband?

A: Ben was also a student at USE.

We met in the TV room in our co-ed
dorm and have now been married for
45 years. He graduated before me, but
I stayed and finished my degree. We
were married one week after I gradu-
ated.

Q: How did you come to live in St.

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Johns County?

A: Ben had a job in
Jacksonville, so we
moved to Arlington.
Once our son was
school aged, we wanted
a better school system
so we moved to Fruit
Cove. We've lived in
the same house now for
34 years. Charlie at-
tended Julington Creek
Elementary, Swiss Point
Middle, and Nease. In
a full circle moment,
Charlie’s son also at-
tended Julington Creek
Elementary.

Q: How did you
become involved with
Newcomers of North

St. Johns?

A: After I retired, I didn’t want to be
bored, so I looked for opportunities
for activities. I heard about Newcom-
ers of North St. Johns and went to a
luncheon. I liked the people im-
mediately and have been part of the
group ever since. They offer so much
to do. I previously served as co-vice
president and now am publicity
chairman.

Q: What are your hobbies?

A: I love photography and am a vora-
cious reader. ’'m a member of the

St. Andrew’s Society of Jacksonville,
which is a social and philanthropic
group that promotes Scottish heri-
tage and culture. ’'m Scottish on my
grandmother’s side; we are a part of
the MacGregor clan. We also love to
travel. We just took a cruise to Alaska.
We've also visited Yellowstone, the
Grand Tetons and New England. Now
that Ben is also retired, we will have
time to travel more.

The PLAYERS Championship
March 12 -17, 2024

_51'? .
| A r_--'3

f

| Marketing & Sales

(904) 607-5062 cell Linda@FloridaNewsline.com www.FloridaNewsline.com

PUT YOUR BUSINESS AD IN
FRONT OF 28,000+ FANS!

Linda Gay
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Sheriff Rob Hardwick cont. from pg. 7

and are thrilled to add this resource for
our senior citizens.

Q: How can senior citizens contact
Seniors vs. Crime volunteers if they
think they are a victim of a senior
crime?

A: Seniors who would like assistance

on a potential case or who might be
interested in being part of the volunteer
team should contact stjohns@svcpro-
ject.org or call (904) 209-1432.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.

org or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also,
our website, www.sjso.org has a wealth
of resources, from alarm registration to

Crime Stoppers to our Neighbors app.

Visit
us online at

WWW.
floridanewsline.
com

ANDY DAHMS
PAINTING SERVICES

Professional Painting Contractor
R T T

Whole house repaints
Interior & Exterior
Pool Deck
Patio Floor
Decorative Curbing
Reseal Decorative Stone

or Pavers

941-730-1381

Andygoodeatsl@gmail.com
Insured and References Available
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UIZLZUEE?  Proices vy Venotreatve

CLUES ACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. Gene type 35. Dog breed: __ Apso 1. DC Comics superhero 32. American time
5. Persian male given name 37. Stood up 2. Brew 34. No seats available
10. Type of protection 38. Direct and uninhibited 3. Play 35.  Stahl, journalist
12. Cloud 40. Authorless 4. Single-celled animals 36. Cleft lip
14. One who returns to life 41. Blocking type of drug (abbr.) 5. Rough to the touch 39. Talk incessantly
16. Gym class 42. Retrospective analysis (abbr.) 6. Small island (British) 40. Expresses atomic and
18. General's assistant (abbr.) 44. Root mean square (abbr.) 7. Often noted alongside cons molecular weights (abbr.)
19. Baby’s dining accessory 45. Macaws 8. Preparation of rootstock 43. A part of a river where
20. Enchantress 48. Actress Remini 9. Atomic #44 ) the current is very fast
22. Prefix denoting “in a” 50. Polynesian wrapped skirt 10. Egyptian unit of capacity 44. Curdled milk
23. Spiritual leader 52. City of Angels hoops team (abbr.) 1. About secretary 46. Running competitions
25. Cavities 53. Fitzgerald and Baker are two 13. Particular groups 47. A team’s best pitcher
26. Relative biological 55. Bowling alley must-have 13- Poke fun at 49. Carthaginian explorer
effectiveness (abbr.) 56. A way to cool down 17. Make certain that 51, World-renowned city
27. Foot (Latin) 57. Ethnic group in Asia sgmeth}ng occurs 54. Most common Japanese surname
18. Financial term 59. The bill in a restaurant
28. Sweet potato 58. A way to alter .
21. Justify 60. They
30. Pharaoh of Lower Egypt 63. Set of five . Ny
23. Arbiter 61. City of Angels football
31.Land 65. Removes from the record B
33, More inquisiti 66.D . 24.007’s creato team (abbr.)
- More inquistiive - ummies i 27. Czech name for Prague 62. Distinctive practice
67. Set period in office 29. Groans 64. One quintillion bytes

O 9@ 2 Q % k@ X 2+ wwslk
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BOUQUET
BO\C(KEEEND Debermine the code to reveal the aus».aer!

CELEBRATE - .,
CHOCOLATES Solve the code to discover words related to Valentine’s Day.

DATE Each number corresponds to a letter.
DINNER (Hint: 11 =C)
ENAMORED
FEBRUARY 1 16 13 13 20 1
GESTURE
GIFTS
GIRLFRIEND
HEART
JEWELRY 14 5 6 3 7 11 13
LOVE
LOVING
MOVIES

PROPOSAL
RED 11 3 14 9
RELATIONSHIP
ROMANTIC
ROSES

i 11 15 5 11 5 18 3 20 13

ON=ENE=<<VLTOMrMI>-IMO
<X<rFrH4IIoOwW<IEOZ2r<=o00X=-Ho0n
Tr<VOoOVNOHUOUMXO=EX»Z=ZMCITIT
OUVOUU=ENANO=Er=2-HN—HCOUDTO
THrRFHrFOV=E<OoOUWUUWUIPIVrwWo=ZZ-Hn
WOVNIMB>PI—2TITMOIVW-H=ZM=Z0O
oOmMm=ENITuUuZ<OTMMr=E=EmMI<MHIMIEr
CHICOTMZ2<—A<EZXMUNOHIV>
oEmM<WIr=E<XZ<CZuroxmm-
corzouvcr<<Id-A<THZXTr<m
MEH>HVE>=-0V>IITHOO<IWWV
- IToOHUVLHOUVUMHOC<HIHOH=<=
S UEEro=Zzouuocoocoxx<mowo>r<
NMIXMOXIHTIMMIFrZ20WOo0O00VHDr
FoOmMMOZ=OrMI>» MUVHME=WCON
MZO=ECruUu<Xr>PIXONOMIrNTN<on
> —-HCOVNIOUTVTS—-HPIPOHIUTUOZO
<HIPCLAHLUCSEUWUVTIS DO UIUMI<=
OI<O=ESMAZ-SZrmoHTEOII0VNN
ZTITVLVNOESZUOHUVLTMZ2X-Nro=2n

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.

AIR CONDITIONING ¢ PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL
RESIDENTIAL REMODELING

Community Marketplace Mﬁ‘ﬁ S
ca I I (904) 886_49] 9 NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK
for advertising rates WatsonConiructiongroup.com

Building Services: CBC1263291 Plumbing: CFC057343
HVAC: CAC1816040. Electric: EC13010558

eaton Movers LLC K9,/ 48 BT e

Robbie Heaton Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments
904-705-6133

: Moving and Delivering Paul 0kl eVItCh
Cleanouts and Removals ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.

*Driveways -Walkways floridaconcreteworks.com

Packing and Unpacking FL-5456A — LICENSED & INSURED
-Pavers  -Concrete Removal Cat’e:,’i‘,fg Quote Today! : Handyman Services
+Patios +Driveway Extension the homeowner since 2002 and Insured

Veteran Owned Here when you need us. (904) 268'1 017 WWWSHIpStreecom

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you! i

- . [ ]
i { Captiva Remodel (| CREATIVE MARCITE inc. -
-= DeSIgn & Build Complete Pool Renovations & Remodeling }x p-AlN T-' N G
=_ “-_l 5 Complete bathroom Quality workmunship - 47 years experience SERVIGES i”c
; s | and interiot renovations PRk s
4 Exceptional work l l “ #¥ Interior & Exterior Painting L] IEIAULI S
2] at competitive pricing! #* Pressure Washing LICENSED & INSURED
’ .! A ¥ Drywall & Siding Repair 20 YEARS
‘ r copiall today for your Call today to schedule  904-349-7837  Popcorn Removal & Texture ~ OF EXPERIENCE
] a free consultation 904-287-3933 . - -
. Robert Sherman 904-347-5394 Serving FRUIT COVE, St Johns and Duval County Call JET for a FREE Estimate ;gignlgsegcggho%la?&g
State Certified Contractor crc1333794 State Lic. # RP0025273

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919




VIAGRA and CIA-
LIS USERS! 50 Ge-
neric Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

Dental insurance
from Physicians
Mutual Insurance
Company. Cover-
age for 400+ proce-
dures. Real dental
insurance - not just
a discount plan. Get
your free Informa-
tion Kit with details!
1-855-526-1060
www.dental50plus.
com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery.
Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call
877-929-9587

Aging Roof? New
Homeowner? Got
Storm Damage?
You need a local
expert provider
that proudly stands
behind their work.
Fast, free estimate.
Financing available.
Call 1-888-878-9091

Water damage
cleanup & restora-
tion: Asmall amount

of water can lead to
major damage and
mold growth in your
home. Our trusted
professionals do
complete repairs to
protect your family
and your home's
value! Call 24/7:
1-888-872-2809

Prepare for power
outages today with
a Generac Home
Standby Generator.
Act now to receive
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a
free quote. It's not
just a generator.
It's a power move.

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-
blocking gutter
protection. Sched-
ule free LeafFilter
estimate today.
20% off Entire Pur-
chase.10% Senior &
Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No
payments for 18
months! Lifetime
warranty & profes-
sional installs. Se-

Job Finder:

Smiles by Glenos & Hadgis Orthodontists is hiring a new team member to
assist in providing the highest level of service in a fun fast paced environ-
ment. Excellent relationship skills & practical experience in supervision
and training in Orthodontics a plus. 401K, Health Ins, paid time off, retire-
ment plans offered. Must be able to commute between 32086 & 32259
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It’s not just
a generator.
It’s a power
move.

Receive a free 7-year warranty
with qualifying purchase* -
valued at $735.

Call866-643-0438 to
schedule your free quote!

nior & Military Dis-
counts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car
to Veterans Today!
Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast -
FREE pick up.100%
tax deductible. Call
1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Fi-
nally, super-fast
internet no mat-
ter where you
live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlim-
ited Data is Here.
Stream Video. Bun-
dle TV & Internet.
Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

Become a pub-
lished author. We
want to read your
book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted
since 1920. Con-
sultation, produc-
tion, promotion &
distribution. Call
for free author's
guide 1-877-729-
4998 or visit dor-
ranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels +
$14.95 High Speed
Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart
HD DVR Included,
Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions
apply. Promo Ex-
pires 12/31/24.
1-866-479-1516

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-
in tub. Compre-
hensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-
the-line installa-
tion and service.
Now featuring our
free shower pack-
age & $1600 off
- limited time! Fi-
nancing available.
1-855-417-1306

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert sys-
tem. Whether you're
home or away. For
safety & peace
of mind. No long
term contracts!
Free brochure!
1-888-489-3936

Free high speed
internet if quali-
fied. Govt. pgm for
recipients of select
pgms incl. Medic-
aid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC,
Veterans Pension,
Survivor Benefits,
Lifeline, Tribal. 15
GB internet. An-
droid tablet free
w/one-time $20
copay. Free ship-
ping. Call Max-
sip Telecom!
1-833-758-3892

Wesley Financial
Group, LLC Time-
share Cancella-
tion ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in
timeshare debt &
fees cancelled in
2019. Get free info
package & learn
how to get rid of
your timeshare!
Free consulta-
tions. Over 450
positive reviews.
833-308-1971

DIRECTV Stream -
Carries the most

rms and Conditions apply.

GENERAC
D |

.
i

F__‘.._ E:all today and r;ceive\a%o%
-— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

SAFE’(%STEE’

|. wWaAaLK-IN TuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

local MLB Games!
Choice Package
$89.99/mo for 12
mos Stream on 20
devices at once.
HBO Max includ-
ed for 3 mos (w/
Choice Package or
higher.) No con-
tract or hidden
fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS
1-866-859-0405

Diagnosed with
lung cancer & 65+7
You may qualify
for a substantial
cash award. No
obligation! We've

recovered millions.
Let us help! Call
24/71-877-707-5707

Replace your roof
w/the best looking
& longest lasting
material steel from
Erie Metal Roofs!
3 styles & multi-
ple colors avail-
able. Guaranteed
to last a lifetime!
Limited Time Of-
fer up to 50% off
install + Addition-
al 10% off install
(military, health &
Ist responders.)
1-833-370-1234

Jacuzzi Bath Re-
model can install a
new, custom bath or
shower in as little
as one day. For a
limited time, we're
cutting installation
costs in half and of-
fering a FREE safety
upgrade! Additional
terms apply. Sub-
ject to change and
vary by dealer. 0f-
fer ends 3/31/24
Call 1-844-501-3208

Briefs

Chocolate And Beyond: A sweet way to
support volunteers and teachers
The 31st annual Chocolate and Be-

practice test completed at home, the
fifth and final session will be a review
from 5 p.m. — 6:15 p.m. for English/

The 2024 St. Johns County Polling
Place List is now available on the St.
Johns County Supervisor of Elections

weather and what to do and not do
while waiting for warmer spring tem-

peratures.

yond event, a celebration of chocolate,
desserts, and other delectable culinary
treats, will be held on Saturday, Feb.

24 from 2 p.m. — 4 p.m. at The Classic
Car Museum of St. Augustine. Guests
will sample tasty treats from some of
the area’s finest restaurants and specialty
shops, and tickets will include a tour

of the museum. A silent auction and
contests will also be part of this fun and
exciting afternoon.

This event is hosted by TASK —
Teacher’s Aid for Student Knowledge.
Proceeds from Chocolate and Beyond
are utilized to support RSVP of St.
Johns County as they recruit, train,

and recognize senior volunteers, as well
as local teachers as they receive special
project grants. Tickets can be purchased
at hteps://taskstjohns.ticketleap.com and
will also be available at the door.

ACT and Digital SAT Prep Classes to be
offered

Friends of the Bartram Trail Branch
Library will offer ACT and Digital SAT
Prep Classes on March 21, 28, April 4,
and 11. Registration will begin in early
February. Classes are one hour 15 min-
utes each and students may sign up for
either or both series. (ACT classes will
be from 5 p.m. — 6:15 p.m. and SAT
classes will be from 6:30 p.m. — 7:45

p.m.

The sessions will include two English/
Reading and two Math. Following a

Reading and from 6:30 p.m. — 7:45
p.m. for Math. Students should bring
their calculators.

Each series of five sessions costs $50 or
$100 to attend both series. These pro-
ceeds are a donation, and with the other
donations are used to fund all library
programs at the Bartram Trail Public
Library. Purchase of a specific review/
prep book is also required.

There is a cap of 20 students per series.
The last day to register is March 17,
unless the cap is reached prior to this
date. Registration information can be
obtained at the Bartram Trail Library
reference desk or by contacting Phyllis
Macy at macypl7@yahoo.com.

St. Johns County announces polling
places for 2024

The St. Johns County Supervisor of
Elections has officially published the
polling place list for the 2024 election
cycle. To accommodate growth in St.
Johns County, the number of election
day polling places has increased from 41
to 43. The number of precincts remains

at 53.

Out of the 41 polling places used during
the 2022 election cycle, several facilities
were no longer available for use, and
have been relocated. Two additional
polling places have been added for 2024
to ensure safe, convenient, accessible
voting for St. Johns County voters.

website at www.votesjc.gov, and the
website has been updated to reflect the
polling place changes.

Affected voters residing in the precincts
whose election day polling places have
been relocated will receive updated
voter information cards in the mail,and
should review their new cards carefully.
Voters are encouraged to visit www.
votesjc.gov or contact the Supervisor of
Elections Office at (904) 823-2238 for
additional information regarding voting
locations.

Bartram Trail Newcomers look forward
to spring

The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and
Women’s Club will hold its meeting
and luncheon on Tuesday, Feb. 13 at 11
a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and Country
Club, 205 St. Johns Golf Drive. Doors
will open at 10:30 a.m. The February
luncheon theme is “Make your Spring
Garden Bloom.” Valentine theme/color
attire is encouraged.

Patty Plourde, retired educational
specialist, and Laureen Gilmore, retired
physical therapist, are Master Garden-
ers who created an Enchanted Garden
at the St. Johns County Agricultural
Center, which contains almost two acres
of Florida friendly plants and 75 fairy
house structures. They will explain the
term Florida Friendly Landscape as
well as the current condition of home
gardens due to winter frost and chilly

Checks for $32 should be made payable
to BTNC and mailed to Brenda Jenkins,
2204 Fort Mellon Court, St. Augustine,
FL 32092. Payment must be received

no later than Feb. 6, 2024. Be sure to
indicate your entrée choice on the check
memo.

Email Linda Beard at bartramtnc@
gmail.com for club information. Visit
www.facebook.com/BTNCI to see
pictures of meetings and download a
membership form.

Newcomers of North St. Johns
announces February luncheon and book
drive

Newcomers of North Saint Johns will
host its February luncheon on Tues-
day, Feb. 20 at 11 a.m. at Stonewood
Restaurant, 3832 Baymeadows Road.
The event will feature lunch and en-
tertainment by talented pianist Matt
Hall. Attendees are also encouraged

to bring a children’s book as part of a
collection drive to benefit the St. Johns
County Public Library System Hast-
ings Branch.

Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. The cost
for the luncheon and program is $35
for members and $40 for guests and
non-members. All reservations must
be received by Feb. 9. Visit https://
newcomersofnorthstjohns.org for more
information about the luncheon and
membership.
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community

By Rotarian Al Kalter
mail@floridanewsline.com

As part of a worldwide organi-
zation dedicated to service to
humanity, the Rotary Club of
Bartram Trail — Julington Creek
does its part. Efforts include
providing water to remote areas
of Honduras, contributing to
the global eradication of polio,
sponsoring high school students
for international exchanges, and
more. The club is locally focused
as well, with several projects that
benefit our local community and
its citizens. Here are some of the
grants and projects that our local
Rotary Club took on this past
year:

Uniting the Community Through
Helping Others in Need

Since 2007 the St. Johns County Community has supported St. Johns
CARES, Inc. in aiding 40 non-profit organizations in St. Johns County.
These partner organizations work with our target populations of the

Elderly, Veterans, Homeless, Abused, Children and Animals.
Thank you to all who have made this possible: host donation sites,
individual donors, volunteers, and the caring staff of the non-profit
organizations. Your generosity is so greatly appreciated.

PAVE THE WAY TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE

Betty Griffin Shelter: Funded
room renovations at the shelter
where domestic violence and sexual
abuse survivors and their children
can start their new life.

Due to abuse, neglect or serious emotional issues,
many children can’t even imagine a positive future.
Daniel’s experienced team can help them heal and

build better tomorrows, but we need your help.
Mission to End Student Homelessness

(MESH): Worked together with the Ro-
tary Club of Ponte Vedra to financially
support this organization dedicated to
helping St. Johns County students who
are homeless or at risk for becoming
homeless.

. -:Jgfl
+ supply counseling for abused children E
+ connect neglected children with foster families
+ provide homeless teens with shelter and support

+ strengthen and reunify high-risk families

K9s for Warriors: Purchased a kitchen
chef’s knife and professional knife
sharpener for this well-known local non-
profit with outreach across America, to
help them continue to fulfill the mission
of providing dogs for veterans and first

oe\_EBRATIN

YEARS

daniel

SINCE 1884

danielkids.org
904.296.1055

“Banking is more than numbers

and transactions; it's about

building relationships, understanding
business challenges, and delivering
tailored solutions.”

CYNDI HULETT-HUNT, VP
Business Banker/Treasury Management Officer

(”E TC FEDERAL

Pl

—

- _r-._'._

== WILLIES QLD SCBM0L FULES QF BEJ =
WILLIE

EVERY MEAL JEWELLS
eomeed wih adaeof .
SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY.

Beer
& Wine
waitable

Rotary makes a difference in our local

P,
Photo courtesy Al Kalter

Rotarian Gary Williams presents a chef knife and sharpener to K9s

for Warriors

responders in need of PTSD support.

St. Johns Ecumenical Ministries Food
Pantry: Donation of cash and items for
donation to an organization that pro-
motes public awareness of local hunger
issues and offers emergency food assis-
tance to residents of St. Johns County.

Rethreaded Serenity Garden: Purchase
of a sponsorship brick for a group of
volunteers which provides jobs, career
development, and a supportive commu-
nity for survivors of human trafficking
within Jacksonville.

Homeless Coalition of St Johns County:
Provided funding for future projects as
they work together with several other
local non-profits.

All of these local grants were brought to
the club by one or more Rotary mem-
bers. Our club is always looking for op-
portunities to make a difference in our
community and our world. If youd like
to help in that mission, we invite you
to visit one of our weekly meetings, or
contact Club President David Goldman
at Rotary.BartramTrail@gmail.com.

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail —
Julington Creek meets every Thursday
morning from 7:30 a.m. — 8:30 a.m. at
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek.
Guests and prospective members are always
welcome. Visit www. bartramtrailrotary.
org for more information.

$5.00 off

any purchase of $25 or more

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH, UBER EATS, AND GRUB HUB!

Seniors Happy Hour Mon - Fri- 4pm - 6pm
15% discount for seniors age 60 & over. Dine-in only

View our full menu and order online!

www, WillieJewells.com ¢ (904) 342-2373

105 Murabella Parkway, 5t. Augustine FL 32093
{nat to the Publix at the cornar of SR-16 and Pacett! Road.)

SMOKED FOR HOURS

SERVED IN WINRTES

f Like us at facebook.com/williejeweliswerldgoif for information on promotions and.other events!




Alpine Groves Park and Treaty to benefit from

improvement projects

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

At the regular meeting on Jan. 16, the St.
Johns County Board of County Com-
missioners approved construction con-
tracts totaling $2,545,486.81 for capital
improvement projects benefiting Alpines
Grove Park in Switzerland and Treaty
Park in St. Augustine.

The project at Alpine Groves Park, 2060
State Road 13, will involve the design,
permitting, and construction of a rock
revetment to stabilize the shoreline.
Work will include mapping the area’s
environment resources before designing
and engineering a system to stabilize the
bluff and restore the shoreline with native
plants to preserve the wetlands ecosys-
tem. The plantings will not only preserve
the natural elements of Alpine Groves
Park, but also protect its shoreline from
future erosion events and the potential
impacts of rising water levels.

S.E. Cline Construction, Inc., was the
bidder chosen for the Alpine Groves
Park improvement, for the price of
$659,149.81. Once the contractor is
given notice to proceed, construction is
expected to be finished in 170 days.

The project at Treaty Park (located at
1595 Wildwood Drive in St. Augus-
tine) will add additional parking spaces,
relocate the existing dog park and tennis
courts, demolish the existing racquetball
courts, and modify some of the existing
tennis courts to become pickleball courts.

Black Water Construction Services,
LLC, was the bidder chosen for the
Treaty Park improvement, for the price
of $1,886,337. Once the contractor is
given notice to proceed, construction is
expected to be finished in 180 days.

“Treaty Park is one of the county’s most
active parks, and the coming changes
will maximize the use of space,” Parks
and Recreation Director Ryan Kane said.
“The Alpine Groves project will preserve
the natural beauty of the park and reduce
shoreline damage from extreme weather.”
“The approval of the construction con-
tracts for Treaty Park and Alpine Groves
Park shows a genuine commitment by
the Board of County Commissioners to
maintaining our public spaces,” Parks
and Recreation Assistant Director Jamie
Baccari said. “The Alpine Groves project
will go a long way toward preserving that
park in the face of erosion. The Treaty
Park project will provide additional
pickleball courts, new tennis courts, and
a new dog park, all amenities that our
community has been asking for. Once
it’s complete, the project will bring a
fresh look to one of the oldest and most

popular parks in the county.”

These moves to keep St. Johns County
parks refreshed and in peak condition
for the communities that treasure them
are in keeping with the commitment to
high-level park maintenance that saw the
Parks and Recreation Department invest
more than $1.4 million in playground
improvements throughout 2023.

St. Johns CARES has successful
end of year donation drives

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

St. Johns CARES’ annual Food Drive in
October and November resulted in more
than $10,000 worth of nonperishable
food distributed to seven food banks in
the county. This was made possible due
to 21 host donation sites, two neighbor-
hood drives and the Florida Prime Sports
and St. Johns Moms Group October
Spooky Market Bash.

Donations at 45 Giving Tree host dona-
tion sites and by individual donors

resulted in distribution of more than
$54,000 in needed items and gift cards
to 40 nonprofit organizations serving
the Elderly, Veterans, Abused, Homeless,
Children and Animals in the county in

December. The donations received by the
organizations helped meet client wishes
and needs for the holidays and for several
months in 2024.

“This success could not have been pos-
sible without the support of the

community, host donation sites and our
volunteers as efforts continue to

meet our Mission of Uniting the Com-
munity Through Helping Others in
Need,” said Mary Ann Kriniske, presi-
dent of St. Johns CARES.

Visit www.stjohnscares.org or the Face-
book page “St. Johns CARES Volunteer
Organization” for more information
about how to help others in need.

Effective Marketing. Better Results.
Advertise with your community newspapers!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062
Linda@floridanewsline.com
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Give your brain what it need
S0 you can hear hetter

S

A

Introducing Oticon Real™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon Real™ helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

-

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

STAVERMAN

HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

Call 904-262-5550 Today! Your Community Resource for Better Hearing
www.StavermanHearingCenters.com 12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
TO CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
]

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

« Housekeeping

« 24-hour security

« Delicious, chef-prepared dining options

« Fishing and boat docks

« Heated, outdoor swimming pool

« A wide range of important aging services

« And more!

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

QS
@\"/@

Westminster

Woods
on Julington Creek

WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL
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Guest Column

Remembering

By Bucky Neustadt

Most everyone in the Julington Creek
Plantation and surrounding area has
seen this dog riding on top of a motor-
cycle. Her name is Scampi. For more
than 14 years she has been riding and
enjoying the wind in her face, going to
amazing places with her human dad.

The adventures started back in 2009
when she was a puppy. She couldn’t
stand the fact that her dad would
leave her when he got on that loud
machine and rode away. So she

Scampi

would escape and chase him down the
roads looking for him. Eventually this
became a serious problem due to the
traffic in the area. Something had to
give, and it wasn’t going to be Scampi.

Things gradually began to evolve and
her dad figured out a way to strap her
in and found goggles for her to wear.
Over the years she began to get really
professional at riding. They would

go up to the mountains and ride the
banking curved roads. She would

see a hard curve coming and throw
her shoulder down into it just
like she herself was driving

the motorcycle. It was amaz-
ing to watch. She became the
most popular rider in the biker
community, and was featured
many times on the covers of
magazines.

Sadly Scampi got sick this
past Christmas with a severe
case of pancreatitis at the age
of 15-1/2 and was not able to

came to see her off and many
tears flowed. As popular as she
was, she received about 1,400
condolences. Truly a one-of-a-

kind dog.

If you have any pictures that
you might want to share of this

recover. A group of close friends

Photo courtesy Bucky Neustadt
Scampi on the motorcycle with Bucky Neustadt.

beautiful dog, please send them
to: looplizard@newstat.com.

While February can be one of the cold-
est months we have, it can also hold

a surprise warm up or two. It’s on the
cusp of spring and with the activities
that accompany that season, it can be
beneficial to look out for those warmer
days. The activities I'm referring to

are fish spawning and their prepara-
tions to do so. Many fish that spawn
in the spring are triggered by thermal
cues when the water warms to a cer-
tain point. Not that February is peak
spawning for most, but I would say
that the fish are at least changing their
habits and becoming pre-spawn as we
say. If we get multiple days in the 80s
and the water goes from the high 50s
to the mid to high 60s then I'd venture
to say there’s going to be some spawn-
ing going on. This is turning into a
pretty good rant, but I apparently have
a lot of thoughts on fish behavior. One
last thing is that just because they start
spawning doesn’t mean they can’t stop
when the temperatures drop. They usu-
ally do.

Two species locally that I'll be looking
for in this transitional month are specks
and bass. Speck fishing has been up and
down with fish being caught in the river
and creeks, but up until this point most
of the larger fish have been in the river
or near the creek mouths. I'd expect
more of those large fish to move into the
creeks preparing to spawn. You'll also
notice them being a lot plumper as the
females become full of eggs. The fish

will also start holding at more variable

Jimmy's Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Jimmy Tomazinis
Look for specks moving into the creeks this month.

depths. This is when I like using jigs
since you can cover the entire water
column. When you find where most of
the fish are staged you can stick with the
jig or switch over to minnows.

Bass will be moving closer to the shore-
line and you may even notice a few beds
being prepared in places with decent
water clarity. Females tend to be late to
the party, but will hang in the vicinity
of the beds until it’s their time to shine.
The best way to entice a big smart bass
is a wild shiner. If youre inclined to
throw artificials, then a swim bait or
large rubber worm might be the ticket.
Keep an eye out for warmer weather and
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I'd visited Munich, the Black Forest,
and Neuschwanstein Castle on previous
European trips, but never Berlin, the
capital of Germany. The city becomes
especially attractive for Baby Boomers
like myself, who recall the days when it
was sadly divided. We want to journey
through time, better understand the
history, and see the city’s remarkable
transformation.

The story of the Berlin Wall remains
confusing. Back in 1961, the East Ger-
man authorities started building a bar-
rier through Berlin. A 100-mile fortified
concrete structure encircled and isolated
West Berlin from East Germany, acting
as the dividing line between capitalism
and communism. The perimeter was
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Berlin: The Wall and Beyond

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

under the constant surveillance of armed
East German border guards who were
authorized to shoot anyone attempt-

ing to escape into the democratic West.
Many died. Finally, the political climate
warmed and the world witnessed the
start of the Wall’s demolition on Nov.

9, 1989. Eleven months later, Fast and
West Germany were reunited.

The city keeps remnants of the barrier

as vivid reminders of the divided past. I
started my tour at Checkpoint Charlie,
the tense border crossing during the
Cold War. I stood at the epicenter, the
same ground where East and West faced
each other. I toured the Wall Museum,
filled with memorabilia, newspaper ar-
ticles, photos, and videos of both incred-
ible escapes pulled off with heroic efforts
and heartbreaking, tragic tales. I later
walked through the Brandenburg Gate,
the icon of the city that’s seen many
changes in government since construc-
tion in 1788.

Today, the energetic city of Berlin is
alive and thriving with much more than
Cold War history. Downtown’s Museum
Island, a UNESCO World Heritage site,
offers visitors five world-famous muse-
ums. The impressive buildings house
fantastic collections of ancient artifacts
and modern art. (One could spend days
here.) In the Neues Museum, I espe-
cially enjoyed viewing the beautiful bust
of Nefertiti, which is more than 3,000
years old. FYI: the famous Pergamon
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Museum recently closed for major
renovations.

I visited the ruins of the former King’s
Church, Kaiser-Wilhelm Kirche, whose
damaged tower roof is one of the best-
known symbols of Berlin. Attached

is a new blue-glass octagonal church.
Nearby rests the modern statue simply
named Berlin, a “broken chain” meant
to symbolize the severed connections
between West and East Berlin, their
closeness yet isolation on each side. (It
also reminds me of German pretzels!)

Berlin’s culinary scene bursts with a
vast array of international flavors and
traditional German cuisine. The luxury
department store KaDeWe, similar to
Harrods in London, showcased a gour-
met food hall and restaurants covering
more than 7,500 square feet on the top
floor. My late fall visit did not include a
local beer garden, but I enjoyed classic
German dishes such as schnitzel, red

cabbage, and strudel in a typical Gast

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Palace Interior — Sanssouci.

Haus or pub.

Public transportation by bus and train
proved easy and affordable. I hopped on
a train for a day trip to Sanssouci Palace
in Potsdam, about half an hour away.
Touring the complex is like visiting
Versailles near Paris, so be prepared for
lots of walking and gobsmacking gold.
The grounds include multiple opulent
royal palaces, meticulously landscaped
gardens, and a fascinating glimpse into
Prussian history.

Berlin is more than just a contemporary
city for Boomers. Its full of younger
people engaging in a vibrant workplace
on lively streets filled with pop art, cul-
ture, and diverse activities. It’s a blend
of history and modernity that provides
an unforgettable experience and leaves a
lasting imprint on those who visit.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.
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