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Mandarin Art Festival returns – all are welcome!

Washington luncheon  cont. on pg. 6

Mandarin Art Festival   cont. on pg. 9

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin Art Festival, an Easter 
weekend family tradition since 1968, 
reunites more than 100 artists with 
the warm welcome of the south Jack-
sonville community. Set for March 
30 – 31, 2024 the festival celebrates 
all that’s great about Mandarin — 
abundant fertile landscape, colorful 
creativity, and warm hospitality under 
moss-draped historic oaks.

“Every year, a tapestry of neighbors, 
friends, and families weave in and out 
of color-filled booths showcasing an 
array of artistic talent and expression,” 
said event chair, Susie Scott. “Because 
it’s a juried show, the curated work of 
both fine art exhibitors and fine craft-
ers is displayed, with booths laid out 
so that everyone sees the variety, skill 
and artist’s vision to best advantage.”

Returning 2023 Best-in-Show winner, 
John Cheer, emigrated from China to 
suburban Los Angeles as a 12-year-old. 
He had to quickly learn English and 
how to earn a living all while attend-
ing high school. Despite his love of all 
visual arts, it was pottery that found 
him. He studied ceramics in college, 

but supported himself working in an 
auto-body shop. That familiarity with 
torch work would eventually influence 
his ceramic sculpture; his love of scuba 
diving led him to incorporating glass. 
Many of his familiar pieces start in a 
stingray shape. Now living in Allen-
town, Pennsylvania with immediate 
family close by, Cheer travels to shows 
all over the Eastern Seaboard. His 
strong sense of adventure guides him.

“For me, there is a gratification [in 

creating] an echo of something greater 
than us within ourselves,” Cheer said.

Born in Los Angeles is former Com-
munity Club board member and suc-
cessful local Mandarin artist Julie C. 
Fetzer, who started and managed the 
Green Market of the Art Festival.

“Everyone was looking to shop local, 
and I realized we had extraordinary 
creatives here in our own community,” 
said Fetzer. 

Putting the art in artisanal, Fetzer 
sought local creative producers. This 
year’s Green Market will feature 
Lizzie’s Cheese Straws (despite being 
picked up by Whole Foods, Lizzie 
loves Mandarin); Robyn Friedman’s 
luscious tropical botanicals prints and 
originals; 16 year-old Keegan Mapa, 
a free-dried candy maker under the 
banner Sweet Aloha Treats; Magnolia 
Artisan Soaps; Queen Bee Honey; 
Guanabana Artisan Ice Pops; and 
more locally produced and consum-
able products. 

Fetzer, the artist behind the well-
known seven bridges t-shirts, will not 
be on site this year due to a schedul-
ing conflict but she will be missed at 
the 2024 Mandarin Art Festival. The 
Green Market thrives; her influence 

Photos courtesy Susie Scott

John Cheer winning Best in Show 2023 with Susie Scott.

Annual George 
Washington 
luncheon held
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Saturday, Feb. 17, Atlantic Beach 
Country Club was the site of a spe-
cial celebration in honor of the first 
president and Father of the Nation, 
George Washington’s birthday. The 
annual recognition was sponsored 
by the Regents Council of Northeast 
Florida, which consists of the eight 
chapters of the Daughters of the 
American Revolution.

The event highlighted a snippet from 
“UnMasked,” a performance by the 
newly organized Theatre Troupe 
of 1776, which is Mandarin-based 
and directed by Patty Everett. The 
performers, Christorpher Shields, 
Nicolas Cooke, and Louise Everett 
were center stage. “UnMasked” is a 
book trilogy of historical fiction that 
was recently performed, in whole, at 
the Mandarin Community Club.

Photo courtesy Betty Reed

 Reverend William Ziegenfuss with flag.

St. Joseph's

EASTER FLOWERS
11730 Old Saint Augustine Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32258

Tuesday, March 26th -
Saturday, March 30th.

Opens at 10 AM.
For more Information

call or text  904-742-8777 Vincent

SATURDAY, MARCH 9

APRIL 13
MAY 18
JUNE 8

APRIL 13
MAY 18
JUNE 8

The Mandarin Art Festival will be held rain or shine, March 30 – 31.
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3760 Kori Road  • 
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

your home with the best customer 
service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

The Adult Day Program at River Garden offers 
a purposeful, safe environment for seniors who 
require extra support. Each day features a variety 
of activities designed to engage clients’ physical, 
social, occupational and intellectual needs. It also 
provides a worry-free time during the week for 
caregivers to work, relax or tend to their own needs.

A not-for-profi t agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Join us as we host an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group 
2nd Wednesday of every month at 3:30 p.m. 

(904) 288.7858  I  RiverGarden.org

By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

Get lost in a world of reading and 
adventure March 3 – 9. It’s Celebrate 
Reading Week in Jacksonville! There 
will be events across the city, including 
a Family Reading Day downtown on 
Saturday, March 9. Join us for book and 
backpack giveaways, appearances by 
Molly of Denali (and other PBS Kids 
characters), Mayor Donna Deegan, the 
Jacksonville Zoo and more! Get the full 
schedule of events at bit.ly/WildBook-
sAreHere.

School-age kids (nine to 12 years old): 
Help us stop a mad scientist with even 
greater feats of mad science. Mad Sci-
ence Lab runs Wednesdays at 4 p.m. 
at the South Mandarin Library or 
Thursdays at 3:30 p.m. at the Mandarin 
Library. 

Spy Lab Lab at South Mandarin Library 
on Fridays at 11 a.m. is an eight-week 
long Junior Secret Agent “training” 
program that will immerse your home-
schoolers (aged 10 – 14) in a fictional 
clandestine world where they’ll learn 
and use problem solving skills and real-
world cryptology tools to successfully 
thwart the diabolical plans of a chaotic 
enemy organization. 

Wild Wonders joins us “Live from the 
Library” on Wednesday, March 20 at 
2 p.m. at South Mandarin Library for 
“Scaly Sensations.” This is an interactive 
program (for ages five through 12) that 
includes local and exotic reptiles, story, 
music and humor. This program is made 

possible by the generous support of the 
Friends of South Mandarin Library. 
Registration opens on Wednesday, 
March 6, at 9 a.m. Space is limited.

Don’t miss Teen Advisory Board (TAB) 
(for ages 12 – 17) at the South Man-
darin Library. On Friday March 8, 
the theme is “Escaping Nature’s Fury.” 
On March 22, we’re playing “Minute-
to-Win-It Mania” and discussing the 
book The Avant-Guards Vol. 1 by Carly 
Usdin. TAB meets twice a month from 
4:45 p.m. – 5:45 p.m.

Find more at www.jaxpubliclibrary.org/
events. 

Youth events aplenty at 
your Mandarin Libraries!

Photo courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

Get lost in reading at your public library!

Need help preparing your taxes? 
Jacksonville Public Library partners 
with the American Association of Re-
tired Persons (AARP) TaxAide during 
the tax season to provide free tax 
counseling and preparation services. 
Note: Taxes are prepared by appoint-
ment only.

• Mandarin Library: Thursdays from 
1 p.m. – 6 p.m. Call (904) 419-3402 
or schedule online: tinyurl.com/Tax-
MandarinBranchLib

• South Mandarin Library: Tuesdays 
from 1p.m. – 5 p.m or Saturdays 
from 10 a.m. – 2 p.m. Call (904) 
257-6520 or schedule online: tinyurl.
com/TaxSouthMandarinLib

For other locations, call  
(904) 701-3462.

Coming in the April Issue!
Summer Camp
Activities Guide&

Does your business 
cater to kids?
This special section 
is for you!

Call Linda Gay today to learn more

904.607.5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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FFBBFF Meet Louis!

Best Furry FriendBest Furry Friend
of the monthof the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was Skate Station.

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Breed: 
Jack Russell Terrier

Favorite Activity: 
Loves to cuddle
Favorite Food: 

Pupperoni snacks
Favorite Friend: 

His Grandpa
How did your BFF get his name? 

He got his name from the town we got him 
from: Louisville, Georgia.

 Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above  
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in Mandarin NewsLine.  

Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in Mandarin NewsLine!  
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

to
 ou

r

PG 10

Don't miss the April issue
featuring our Summer Camp and Activities Guide!

Deadline 3/22/24

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

www.nemetzdental.com

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. 
Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223
Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 
Adult Dentistry:          (904) 886-4867

We offer

Pediatric Dentistry
Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

We Welcome New Patients

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates 
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to 

providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

A. stitch  B. yarn  C. pattern   D. hobby

Happy 

St. Patrick's Day

from your friends at 

Mandarin NewsLine!
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Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays at 
1:30 p.m. at Tommy Hazouri Park (formerly 
Mandarin Park). The courts are at the park 
entrance next to the tennis courts. Try to get 
there a few minutes early for court assign-
ments. Beginners are welcome. Just show 
up (a few minutes before playing time), 
unless it rains.

Toast of Jax Toastmasters meets every 
Saturday, except on holiday weekends, at 
8:30 a.m. at Baha’i Community Center, 5034 
Greenland Road. Guests are welcome. The 
meetings can also be attended online at 
https://toastofjax.toastmastersclubs.org/.

Acoustic Jam Session is held on the 
second and fourth Tuesday of each month 
at 7 p.m. in the Kids’ Building of Trinity 
Mandarin, located at 2955 Orange Picker 
Road. This jam is open to everyone and all 
levels of ability are welcome. Come to play 
with the group or just sit back and enjoy the 
music. For more information, contact Burt 
Coulliette at (904) 302-0423.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who 
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming 
(with all items donated to charity) meets 
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. at 
Maple Street Biscuit Company, 1627 Race 
Track Road in St. Johns. Visit the group’s 
Facebook page (Playing HOOKie) or email 
playinghookie2022@gmail.com for more 
information.

1st – 2nd: Clothing and Jewelry Sale 
will be held at the Mandarin Garden 

Club on Saturday and Sunday, March 1 and 2 
from 9 a.m. – 2 p.m. each day. The Mandarin 
Garden Club is located at 2892 Loretto Road. 
Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for more 
information.

2nd: Walter Jones Historical Park 
buildings, including the 1898 St. 

Joseph's Mission Schoolhouse for African 
American Children, the 1875 Webb Jones 
Farmhouse, the 1876 Barn, and the Losco 
Winery, will be open on March 2 from 10 
a.m. – 2 p.m. The Historic Mandarin Store & 
Post Office, located at 12471 Mandarin Road, 
will also be open. Museum volunteers will 
be inside each building for guided tours. 

Admission is free; Donations help support 
the museum’s programming and operations. 
Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org for more 
information.

2nd: Meet the Maple Leaf Div-
ers at the Mandarin Museum, 

11964 Mandarin Road, from 10 a.m. – 12 p.m. 
on Saturday, March 2. This is an informal, 
conversational-style event; drop in anytime 
within the two hours to chat with Dr. 
Keith Holland and his team and view the 
museum’s expanded Maple Leaf exhibit. 
Admission to Meet the Maple Leaf Divers 
and Mandarin Museum is free. Donations 
help support the museum’s programming 
and operations. For more information, visit 
www.mandarinmuseum.org or call (904) 
268-0784.

2nd: Mandarin Frog Paint Party at 
Mandarin Museum on Saturday, 

March 2 at 10 a.m. Purchase, paint, and take 
home your very own Mandarin Frog (or sea 
turtle or squirrel). The cost is $22 per person 
and advanced registration is required. To 
register, email info@mandarinmuseum.org. 

3rd: Music Under the Oaks com-
munity music jam, hosted by 

the Mandarin Museum & Historical Society 
and North Florida Folk Network will resume 
underneath the beautiful trees in front of 
Mandarin Museum on Sunday, March 3 from 
2 p.m. – 4 p.m. Bring a chair or blanket and 
relax and listen. Mandarin Museum and the 
1898 Schoolhouse will be open to visitors. 
Visit www.mandarinmuseum.org or call 
(904) 268-0784 for more information.

5th: Honeybee Quilters Guild will 
meet on Tuesday, March 5 at 7 

p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church at the 
Loretto Road Campus in the Kids’ Space at 
2501 Loretto Road. Featured will be a recap 
of the AQS Daytona Show. Wearing masks 
is optional. New members/guests welcome. 
Visit honeybeequilters.org for more informa-
tion.

9th: Second Saturday Arts and 
Farmers Market at First Christian 

Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. on March 9 from 
9 a.m. – 1 p.m. Visit www.facebook.com/Sec-
ondSatMarket/ for more information.

9th: The Southern Genealogist's 
Exchange Society will host 

speaker Ann Stanley, who will discuss “Us-
ing Technology in Genealogy” on Saturday, 
March 9 beginning at 10 a.m. via Zoom. Visit 
www.sgesjax.org to register for the meeting 
or call (904) 778-1000 for more information.

9th: Southside Multiple Sclerosis 
group meets on the second Sat-

urday of each month (this month on March 
9) at 2 p.m. at the JCA, 8505 San Jose Blvd. 
Every other month there is a speaker and on 
alternate months there are group discus-
sions on the current situation with our MS. 
Call group leader Susan Armstron, (904) 
396-1082 for more information.

11th: Parent Support Group with 
Licensed Mental Health Coun-

selor Pattie Pallay will be held the second 
Monday of each month (this month, March 
11) at 6 p.m. in the Youth Hut of Lakewood 
Presbyterian Church, 2001 University Blvd. 
This group is for parents with children of all 
ages (birth – adult) who are seeking sup-
port with children who are neurodivergent, 
have physical disabilities, are struggling 
with mental illness or just daily life. There is 
no charge to attend; visit www.lpcjax.org/
calendar to register.

18th: The All Star Quilters Guild will 
meet at 9:30 a.m. for socializing 

prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday, 
March 18 at First Christian Church, 11924 San 
Jose Blvd. Susan Ache, quilt book author, 
will talk and show some of her creations. 
Sew and Tell is always a feature. Guests are 
welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for 
more information.

19th: Connie Gladding from the 
North Florida Daylily Society will 

speak to the Dogwood Circle at Mandarin 
Garden Club, 2892 Loretto Road, at 10 a.m. 
on March 19. The public is invited to this free 
event. Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org 
for more information.

21st: Third Thursday Lecture featur-
ing “Our Mandarin Neighbors” 

will be held on March 21 from 6:30 p.m. – 
8:30 p.m. at the Mandarin Community Club, 

12447 Mandarin Road. The lecture will be 
hosted by Mandarin Museum in partner-
ship with the Mandarin Community Club. 
Admission is free and the event is open to 
the community.  

21st: “Flowers or Save the Planet: 
When Insects Invade” will be pre-

sented at 7 p.m. on March 21 at the Live Oak 
Circle meeting at the Mandarin Garden Club, 
2892 Loretto Road. The public is invited to 
this free event. Visit www.mandaringarden-
club.org for more information.

22nd: Mandarin Republican Club 
will meet on Friday, March 22 

at St. Mary’s Seafood, 11290 Old St. Augus-
tine Road. Social time begins at 6 p.m. and 
the meeting starts at 6:30 p.m. First time 
visitors are welcome.

28th: Mandarin Women’s Club’s 
monthly meeting and luncheon 

featuring Bingo will be held on March 28 
beginning at 10:30 a.m. at the Ramada Inn 
Mandarin.  Bingo cards are 10 for $5, and 
10 games will be played. Bring a dauber or 
pen and get ready to play. The cost of the 
lunch is $25 and reservations and payment 
must be received by March 21 by calling 
Jo-Ellen at (904) 635-8722 or emailing her 
at joshifty@aol.com. Visit www.mandarin-
womensclub.com for more information and 
membership forms.

29th: The Italian American Club 
of Jacksonville will hold its 

popular Spaghetti to Go on Friday, March 
29 from 5 p.m. until the spaghetti is gone 
at the club building, 2838 Westberry Road. 
Take out only; cash, credit and debit cards 
are accepted. Dinners cost $13 and there are 
small charges for extra meatballs, cannolis 
and pizza rolls. No phone orders. Visit www.
iacofjacksonville.com or call (904) 586-2700 
for more information.

29th: “Memphis Wood Revisited” 
exhibit opening reception will 

be held in partnership with MOCA Jack-
sonville from 6 p.m. – 8 p.m. on March 29. 
Refreshments will be served and admission 
is free. Call (904) 268-0784 or visit www.
mandarinmuseum.org for more information.

What’s Happening in MandarinWhat’s Happening in Mandarin
Community CalendarMarchMarch

FREE TREES! FREE TREES! 

mandarincommunityclub.org  •  904-268-1622
12447 Mandarin Rd

THMANDARIN COMMUNITY CLUB 7  ANNUAL 
TREE GIVEAWAY

• Fringe Tree • Redbud • Dahoon Holly •
• Riverbirch • Sparkleberry • 

• Yellow Poplar • Shumard Oak  • 

While Supplies Last * One (1) per household/vehicle
* Handouts from the 
  Duval Extension Office 
  on Tree Planting & Care

* Master Gardeners available 
  for questions on 
  Planting & Location

MARCH 9, 2024   9 – 12 NOON

www.mumc.net • 904.268-5549
Love God and Neighbor, Build Community – No Limits

Mandarin location
11270 San Jose Blvd

Jacksonville, Florida 32223

Longleaf location
1365 Shetland Drive

St Johns, Florida 32259

You are invited to join us!You are invited to join us!

 7 am  –  Chapel in the Woods - Mandarin
 9 am  – Modern Service - Mandarin
 9 am  – Traditional Service - Longleaf
 10 am  – Easter Breakfast - Mandarin
 11 am  – Traditional Service - Mandarin

EASTER EVENTS– MARCH 31ST
 7 pm  – River of Life UMC
GOOD FRIDAY – MARCH 29TH
 7 pm  – Mandarin
MAUNDY THURSDAY – MARCH 28TH

 9 am  – Modern Service – Mandarin
 9 am  – Traditional Service - Longleaf
 11 am  – Traditional Service - Mandarin

PALM SUNDAY - MARCH 24TH



MandarinNewsLine March 2024 | Page 5

with Duval County School Board Member  
Lori Hershey, District 7Q A&with Jacksonville City Council Member  

Michael Boylan, District 6Q A&

Q&A with Lori Hershey  cont. on pg. 9

Q: What is the update on the 
search for a new superintendent of 
Duval County Public Schools?

A: The superintendent search opens 
March 1 and applications will be ac-
cepted through March 30. The goal 
is to select a superintendent prior to 
the end of May. The start date for the 
new superintendent will be July 1, 
2024. 

Q: Are there new members of the 
school district’s focus group com-
mittee?

A: Wendy Northfleet and Regan 
Copeland will represent District 7 
on the focus group committee. This 
committee consists of two commu-
nity representatives from each dis-
trict. Copeland and Northfleet both 
have students who attend schools in 
Mandarin; in fact, both have chil-
dren who have attended elementary, 
middle, and high school within Man-
darin. They are engaged within our 
community and our schools. I am 
thrilled they are able to participate in 
this process.

Q: What are some of the topics the 
school board has been working on?

A: The school board has begun 
conversation around school bound-
ary lines, enrollment trends, and the 
master facilities plan. The board will 
participate in an all-day retreat in 

March to shape and finalize future 
plans for the district. School bound-
ary lines have not been reviewed in 
a comprehensive manner in decades 
and the goal is to build feeder pat-
terns for communities that make 
sense.

Q: Do you have any kudos to 
share?

A: Atlantic Coast High School’s 
girls’ basketball team has made it to 
the state playoff games [as of in-
terview date of Feb. 15]. There are 
multiple rounds prior to the state 
championship game. This is the first 
time Atlantic Coast has had a girls’ 
basketball team make it to postseason 
playoffs. I wish them much success.

Q: Do you have anything else to 
share with District 7?

A: The Jacksonville City Council rec-
ognized the Mandarin High School 
football team through a resolution at 
the joint meeting between the City 
Council and School Board on Feb. 
26. A special thanks to Councilman 
Michael Boylan for leading on this 
special recognition to acknowledge 
the success of their season. 

Also, Twin Lakes Academy Middle 
School has a new partnership with 
CSX that will provide students with 
the opportunity to participate in ca-

Q: Can you give a recap of your Feb. 
1 Town Hall meeting, which focused 
on the potential development of a 
preservation/beautification initiative 
in the Mandarin area?

A: I was very pleased with the turnout; 
it was very nearly standing room only. 
I appreciated the cooperation of the 
directors of the other local preservation 
societies, who spoke of the advantage of 
having such an organization to coalesce 
with the city on planning matters. 
Members of the Mandarin Community 
Club board were also in attendance and 
I’d like to thank them for their active 
interest in potentially spearheading this 
work. I am working on securing the 
funding from the city; it will probably 
be available by late 2024.

Q: What can you share about the pro-
posed widening of Hartley Road?

A: This project is in the very early 
stages; we are just nearing the end of 
the planning stage. The proposal is to 
have two 11-foot lanes with an 11-foot 
lane in the middle for the majority of 
the length of Hartley Road from San 
Jose almost to Old St. Augustine Road. 
There are proposed to be pedestrian 
walkways on both sides as well as curbs 
and gutters and a bike lane. The focus of 
our next Town Hall meeting, on April 
17 at 6 p.m. at the Mandarin Senior 
Center, will be on introducing the com-
munity to the plans and timeline for the 
project.

Q: Do you have an update on the lane 
addition to San Jose Boulevard where 
the southbound traffic merges onto 
Interstate 295?

A: The good news is I confirmed that 
funding is in place and by late summer 
the construction should begin.

Q: What is the latest on the Cissel 
property on Loretto Road?

A: The property was purchased by the 
Church of Jesus Christ of Latter-day 
Saints. There is presently a construction 
fence around the perimeter of the prop-
erty. There are efforts to salvage parts of 
the home that is on the property, but it 
won’t be saved in its entirety. A num-
ber of outlets looked at relocating the 
house, but it was in a state of disrepair 
to make this not feasible.

Q: Do you have anything else to share 
with District 6?

A: For the first time that I can remem-
ber, we have no rezoning applications 
in District 6 at this time. I’m sure there 
will be some soon, as Mandarin is a 
desirable place to live and do business. 
But for now, I think we should enjoy 
the respite.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Community members can email me 
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.
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Mandarin | Fleming Island 
Riverside | Orange Park | Middleburg

WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU HAD AN EYE EXAM?WHEN WAS THE LAST TIME YOU HAD AN EYE EXAM?  

Schedule your appointment today:Schedule your appointment today:

904.272.2020904.272.2020

We conduct everything from 
routine eye exams to surgical procedures  

Laser Cataract Surgery
Glaucoma Surgery
Medical/Surgical Retina
Macular Degeneration
Diabetic Eye Disease
Cornea Surgery

LASIK Surgery
Cosmetic Eyelid Surgery
Eye Muscle Surgery
Contact Lenses
Boutique Eyewear

D5404

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services and programs through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the 
marketing name Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to a separate client agreement. Offering insurance 
and securities products and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00005-00

Andrew E. Laino
CLU®,CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License #0E93910
844-954-8700
andrew.laino@prudential.com
Comprehensive Financial Planning

Dr. Craig Hadgis

20232023magazine

Next, an American History teacher with 
outstanding contributions to American 
History education was selected. Jack-
sonville Chapter NSDAR submitted 
Mandarin High School teacher, James 
Schmitt, who spoke at the group’s Con-
stitution Lunch in September as their 
choice. Schmitt received accolades with 
the Jacksonville Chapter and received its 
award. He was then honored with the 
prestigious award, certificate, and check 
from the Regents Council for Northeast 
Florida. Schmitt’s nomination will now 

be sent to the state for consideration of 
the DAR Florida State award. Schmitt 
continues to capture attention due to 
his exemplary dedication to educating 
students.

Sons of the American Revolution took 
part as Color Guard for the event with 
president of the SAR Jacksonville Chap-
ter, Paul Tucker, presenting a tribute to 
President George Washington. Mandarin 
resident Betty Reed, president of the 
Regents Council of Northeast Florida, 
was host of the event.

 SAR color guard with the Theatre Troupe of 1776.

Washington luncheon  cont. from pg. 1

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Heart of Jacksonville African 
Violet Society will host its 31st annual 
Show and Sale on Friday, April 5 from 
10 a.m. – 4 p.m. and Saturday, April 
6 from 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. The show 
themed “Violets Light the Way” will 
be held at the San Jose Church of 
Christ, 6233 San Jose Blvd. This event 
is free and open to the public. 

On display will be a colorful variety of 
African violets and other Gesneriads. 
This is an opportunity to see unusual 
varieties and colors: reds, bi-colors, 
and spotted or streaked called fan-
tasy. Plants will be on sale, from show 
plants to mature blooming plants. 
Growers wanting to begin or expand 
their collection will find young plants, 
babies, and leaves. Available also will 
be hard-to-find supplies such as pots 
in various sizes, pre-mixed soil suitable 
for wick watering, and fertilizers. 

Because they bloom year-round and 
are easy to grow, African violets have 
become the most popular houseplant. 
The society’s member experts will 
be on hand to answer questions. Is 

your treasured plant growing fewer or 
infrequent blooms? Is wick watering 
the best way to water a violet? How 
often should you fertilize? What type 
of fertilizer and how much? How 
much light should they get? Are LED 
lights beneficial? How often should 
you repot?

And what are gesneriads? They are 
cousins to the African violet and like 
the same growing conditions. Explore 
the episcias, streptocarpus, primulinas, 
alsobias, aeschynanthus, and many 
more. In recent years, Gesneriads have 
gained popularity among avid indoor 
gardeners. 

The Heart of Jacksonville African Vio-
let Society was founded in the fall of 
1992 for the purpose of creating and 
stimulating interest in African violets. 
It is committed to providing educa-
tion on cultivation and propagation 
techniques. All club members share the 
joy of growing and sharing plants. 

Visit JacksonvilleViolets.org for more in-
formation on club activities, and “How 
To” educational resources in print and 
video.

African violet show 
and sale announced

Photo courtesy Linda McQueen

Elegant Affair
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PRESENTED BY & BENEFITTING THE MANDARIN 
COMMUNITY CLUB FOR MORE THAN 50 YEARS!

MANDARIN COMMUNITY CLUB  •  12447 MANDARIN RD.
WWW.MANDARINARTFESTIVAL.ORG
Artist Credit: John Cheer • Best of Show 2023

100+ Juried Artists • Green Market • Food Court Live Entertainment 
Children’s Art Show • Bake Sale • Children’s Activities

Outdoor Event • No Pets • Free Parking & Shuttle
Use of Ride Sharing Apps Encouraged • $2 Suggested Donation at the gate

By Brittany Cohill
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Friday, March 29 at 6 
p.m., Mandarin Museum 
will open its Spring/Summer 
2024 art exhibition titled 
“Memphis Wood Revisited.” 
Curated by Dr. Elizabeth 
Heuer, UNF Associate 
Professor of Art History, and 
Nofa Dixon, UNF Assis-
tant Professor Emerita, the 
exhibit will feature pieces 
from Mandarin Museum’s 
permanent collection, UNF 
Special Collections, and 
select pieces on loan from 
local collectors of her work. 
“Memphis Wood Revisited” 
celebrates the significant 
cultural impact Memphis 
had on Jacksonville’s art and 
arts education scenes over the 
course of six decades. Com-
ing to Jacksonville in 1929 
from a small town in North 
Georgia, she began a 33-year 
career teaching studio arts at Landon 
Junior-Senior High School. She taught 
many aspiring young artists during her 
tenure, including famed watercolorist 
Lee Adams. Outside of the classroom, 
Memphis was a prolific and diverse 
artist. Perhaps best known for her 
large-scale abstract fiber art, she began 
as a painter and also worked in draw-
ing, sculpting, pottery, ceramics, and 
jewelry design.

Her passion for creating was matched 
only by her dedication to enriching 
Jacksonville’s art community. She 
was a founding member of Jackson-
ville Art Museum (now MOCA) in 
1948, helping to establish a physical 
museum for the work begun in 1924 
by the Jacksonville Fine Arts Society. 
Alongside fellow artist and dear friend, 
Charlie Brown, Memphis established 
the Crown Craftsmen Association 
to mentor the next generation of 
crafts-movement artists. She taught 
full-time at Jacksonville University for 
five years following retirement from 
the public school system, held classes 
at Jacksonville Children’s Museum 
(now MOSH) and Jacksonville Art 
Museum, and became one of the lat-
ter’s first honorary trustees in 1979. 

In 1985, the City of Jacksonville aptly 
recognized Memphis as the “First Lady 
of art in Jacksonville.” 

Initially settling in a San Marco garage 
apartment, Memphis built a home 
on Woodside Lane in Mandarin in 
the 1950s. Affording her more room 
to create and store her work, it was 
here she cultivated a lifelong closeness 
with her artist soulmate and neighbor, 
Charlie Brown. She lived there until 
several years before her death in 1989 
in Atlanta.

Mandarin Museum is thought to have 
the largest known institutional Mem-
phis Wood collection, adding more 
than 40 works from MOCA Jack-
sonville in 2022. Many pieces in the 
exhibition “Memphis Wood Revisited” 
will be on public display for the first 
time in decades, celebrating her life 
and legacy during MOCA’s 100-year 
anniversary. And in a fitting tribute, 
late artist Mary Ann Bryan’s portrait of 
her friend and mentor will be exhib-
ited as well.

Visit mandarinmuseum.org for more 
information.

Mandarin Museum celebrates 
local artist Memphis Wood

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum

From Mandarin Museum's permanent collection, 
portrait of Memphis Wood by Mary Ann Bryan.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The theme for the 38th annual 
Jacksonville Quiltfest (QuiltfestJax) 
is “Sew Your Heart Out.” It will be 
held Sept. 19 – 21, 2024 at the Prime 
Osborn Convention Center in down-
town Jacksonville  from 9 a.m. – 5 
p.m. daily.

Since 1986, local quilters have been 
showcasing their handmade creations, 
representing the current trends and the 
creativity of the makers. A present day 
quilt show represents an amazing array 
of techniques and the use of modern 
fabrics and designs. From art quilts and 
modern quilts to traditional pieced and 
appliqued quilts, there will be a variety 
of beautiful or thought provoking quilts 
on display. The all-volunteer event is 
hosted by seven local quilting guild 
members.

Quilters are invited to submit their ap-

plications for inclusion and to be judged 
starting in April. About 400 quilts are 
accepted for display each year, none of 
which have been shown at the Jackson-
ville Quiltfest previously.

QuiltFest, Inc. of Jacksonville, Florida 
is an all-volunteer nonprofit organiza-
tion. The purpose of QuiltFest, Inc. is to 
preserve the heritage of quilting, to be a 
source of information and inspiration, 
to perpetuate a high quality of excel-
lence in quilting and related arts, and 
to coordinate and sponsor an annual 
exhibition of this art form. The seven 
sister guilds who create this annual 
show include: All Stars Quilters’ Guild, 
Coastal Quilters, Friendship Quil-
ters Guild, Honeybee Quilters Guild, 
Jacksonville Modern Quilt Guild, River 
City Piecemakers, and St. Augustine 
Piecemakers.

Visit www.Quiltfestjax.com for more 
information.

Quiltfest announces 
2024 theme

Advertise in the next issue
Call or email today!

Linda Gay
(904) 607-5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Briefs

Chris Thompson

904.380.2290 
4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246  
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

Personalized financial 
advice to help achieve 
your goals �����������������

CFP ®, CMFA ®, CRPC ®

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks 
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S. 
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved. 

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value

Combining Body, Mind, Spirit and Science 
to help you achieve peak performance 

and reach higher states of health, 
consciousness and self-actualization.

Salt Room children 10
and under FREE with a parent

The Future is Here

Allergies & Asthma
Sinus infections & Sinusitis

Coughs, Colds & Flu
Psoriasis

Eczema & Acne
Athletic Performance 

COPD
Emphysema & Bronchitis

Also Offering:
Lymphatic Drainage
Energy Work & Reiki
Therapeutic Massage

Mandarin Women’s Club hosts bingo
On March 28, the Mandarin Women’s 
Club will hold its annual Bingo game 
and buffet luncheon at the Ramada 
Inn, 3130 Hartley Road in Mandarin. 
Bingo is a highly anticipated event 
every year. Bingo cards are 10 for $5, 
and 10 games will be played. Bring a 
dauber or pen and get ready to play. 

Doors open at 10:30 a.m. and reserva-
tions for the luncheon are required. 
The luncheon cost is $25 and must be 
received by Thursday, March 21. To 
make reservations and obtain payment 
instructions, call Jo-Ellen at (904) 
635-8722 or email her at joshifty@aol.
com. Visit www.mandarinwomensclub.
com for more information on events, 
photos, and membership forms.

Mandarin Garden Club starts new 
youth program
The Mandarin Garden Club started 
a new program in 2024 to serve lo-
cal home-schooled children. Kate 
O’Brien, Duval Extension Junior 
Master Gardener Coordinator, shared 
curriculum material for the classes 
and the actual program was created 
by Christine Morrow, master gar-
dener volunteer and member of the 
Cherokee Rose circle. The mission 
is to promote an awareness of and 
involvement in the preservation of the 
natural beauty of the community.

The groups are limited in number; the 
first group met on Jan. 8 and the sec-
ond group met on Jan. 22. The groups 
had fun with a scavenger hunt, identi-
fication of their findings, and experi-
ments. Email Sherry.mansfield10@
gmail.com with any questions about 
this program or if you are interested in 
your children taking the class.

The Garden Club Circles usually 
meet once a month. The public is 
always invited to attend. Visit www.
mandaringardenclub.org for more 
information.

Project LAUNCH provides free, in-
home mental health services to Duval 
children
The LJD Jewish Family & Communi-
ty Services (JFCS) recently established 
a new mental health care initiative 
aimed at promoting the holistic well- 
being of children in Jacksonville. 
Project LAUNCH, made possible 
through a five-year grant from the 
Substance Abuse and Mental Health 
Services Administration, marks a 
significant step toward addressing the 
mental health needs of children from 
birth to eight years old.

JFCS’s pioneering program is de-
signed to enhance the social, emo-
tional, cognitive, physical, and behav-
ioral aspects of a child’s development. 
The program's multifaceted approach 
includes comprehensive mental health 
services for parents and families, 
fostering a nurturing environment 
crucial for a child's early years, said 
Project LAUNCH Program Director 
Chris Atkins.

Certified mental health therapists 
will provide in-home mental health 
assessments and counseling tailored 
to the unique needs of each family. 
Additionally, wraparound services will 
be offered to expand access to devel-
opmental, educational, and mental 
health resources. Certified parent 
education specialists will also conduct 
parenting training and education pro-
grams, offering insights into positive 
discipline, developmental milestones, 
and strategies for building resilience 
in children. Anyone can sign up for 
the program. 

Contact Chris Atkins at (904) 487-
5802 or via email at projectlaunch@
jfcsjax.org for more information.

Pickleball players have new play 
options 
Pickleball in North Florida now has 
a new outlet for the enthusiastic 
players of the fastest growing sport 
in the country. First Coast Pickle has 

formed, offering an outlet for pickle-
ball players seeking new friends, new 
challenges, and a great time. Orga-
nized and headed by Matt Bacon, co-
founder and commissioner, the new 
league commenced play on Feb. 19. 

“Everybody has a lot of fun playing 
pickleball,” Bacon said. “This league 
will offer more opportunities to play, 
socialize and meet new players from 
all around North Florida.”

Invented in 1965 by three Wash-
ington State fathers whose children 
were bored, pickleball has caught the 
public’s attention. Named for the 
dog of one of the fathers, players are 
known as Picklers and use a paddle 
larger than one used in ping pong but 
smaller than a tennis racquet. 

The league will play four flights: 
Winter, Spring, Summer, and Fall. 
Each flight will have playoffs, win-
ners, and recognition for players. Visit 
Firstcoastpickle.com for more infor-
mation.

Increase in housing inventory is a 
good sign for buyers
After several years of upheaval in the 
Northeast Florida Housing Market, 
January 2024’s market statistics seem 
to indicate a return to normalcy. 
The median sales price for the six-
county region dropped 2.2 percent to 
$375,000, while the median days on 
the market rose 24.4 percent to 56 
days. Active inventory also increased, 
climbing 22.1 percent to 5,638 
homes, a 5.2-month supply, and new 
listings skyrocketed 53.6 percent 
to 2,853 homes. These are all good 
indicators of a return to a balanced 
market and are a very good sign for 
buyers.

“During a typically sluggish January 
we have seen the market stabilization 
continue with significant increase in 
new listings and inventory since De-
cember,” said 2024 NEFAR President 
Rory Dubin. “We’ve also seen days on 
market increase with a slight reduc-
tion in median sales price and decline 
in pending sales,” he said, noting 
that both closed sales and pending 
sales dropped significantly from the 
month before. Closed sales weighed in 
at 1,081, a 30.6 percent drop, while 
pending sales registered 1,284, a 7.3 
percent decline.

Other good news had to do with the 
January Home Affordability Index, 
which rose 3.7% to 70, indicating 
that it is slightly more affordable to 
live in the Northeast Florida region. 

In Duval County, the January 2024 
median price of single-family housing 
was $324,945, a 2.5 percent decline 
from December 2023. The median 
days on the market in December in-
creased to 50, a 35.1 percent elevation 
from the month before. Month-to-
month closed sales fell 21.4 percent to 
574, pending sales dropped 11.9 per-
cent to 632, and new listings skyrock-
eted 42.8 percent to 1,415. Active 
inventory for the county climbed 24.1 
percent to 2,627 homes, a 4.6-month 
supply. In December, the Home Af-
fordability Index climbed 4.5 percent, 
registering 81. 

Photo courtesy Mandarin Women’s Club

Mandarin Women’s Club members who play Mexican Train one evening every month.
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editor@floridanewsline.com
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Interested in being featured? Email Martie  
Thompson at editor@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Christine Knize

Christine Knize and one of her extra large orchid 
paintings.

Christine Knize
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Local artist Christine Knize 
was born in New York City 
and said she was always 
painting. “I sold my first 
piece at age 10,” she said. 
She earned her bachelor’s 
in fine arts at Tyler School 
of Art at Temple Univer-
sity, where she had the 
opportunity to spend two 
years in Rome, immersed 
in Italian culture. “I was so 
lucky to have parents who 
understood the importance of 
education,” she said. She went on 
to earn her master’s degree at Rhode 
Island School of Design. In 1986 she 
moved to Miami for a new job in the 
fledgling photo retouching industry 
and then started her own faux finish-
ing business, working in South Beach. 
In 1992, after Hurricane Andrew, 
she met her future husband, Joey, 
who was in the construction busi-
ness and came down from Alabama 
to help with reconstruction of the 
area. Together, they forged a success-
ful construction/design/real estate 
business until Joey’s untimely passing 
four years ago. “He was my wonder-
ful partner of 28 years,” Christine 
said. Now she lives in Mandarin on 
property they bought to retire in and 
be closer to Joey’s children. 

Q: What do you like best about liv-
ing in Mandarin?

A: We fell in love with this property 
on the river. It’s two acres and had 

an existing home, which we lived in 
while we built our new home. It has a 
five car garage that I use as my studio. 
I really like the view and the fact that 
within minutes, I can be near all the 
conveniences, like the grocery store 
and the gym.

Q: When did you begin painting?

A: I was too busy running my busi-
nesses to do my own work until Joey 
died in early 2020. It was the begin-
ning of COVID and I was alone. The 
only solace I had was to go into my 
studio, turn on terrific music and 
paint. I set a goal of 30 orchid paint-
ings and now have done 40. So I set a 
new goal of 100.

Q: Why do you paint orchids?

A: I’m infatuated with this plant. It is 

sensual, feminine and to me they’re 
the queen of the flowers. I went to 

orchid shows in Miami and took 
photos of them — and then 

thought, I should paint them. 

Q: What size paintings are 
your specialty and how 
long does it take to paint 
one?

A: I paint extra large 
canvases … usually five 
feet by six feet, although 
the one I just finished is 
six feet by six feet. I’d like 
to paint bigger ones, but 

transportation becomes 
an issue. It takes about two 

months to paint each one, 
because I paint in oils and it 

requires a lot of drying time. I 
usually have four paintings going at 

one time. 

Q: What’s next for your art?

A: I had a showing in January at the 
Tamiami Orchid Show where people 
come from all over the world to buy 
and sell orchids. I didn’t sell any, 
but got a lot of good responses. Lo-
cally, I’m now showing at The Lark 
in downtown Jacksonville for three 
months, through April. My paint-
ings are also part of the Art Walk on 
the first Wednesday of the month in 
March and April. Nine of my paint-
ings are on display. I’m looking for 
other local opportunities as I think 
this is the next stage in my new chap-
ter. 

Q: What do you like to do in your 
free time?

A: I love to travel and usually by my-
self. I’ve been to Africa five times and 
I love it. I enjoy good food and I go to 
the gym daily. I also take care of my 
two-acre property by myself — so that 
keeps me busy!

Nesting Season’s
                        is Here
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so you can hear better
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Mandarin Art Festival   cont. from pg. 1

continues. 

The Children’s Art Show tradition 
inside the historic clubhouse features 
more than a dozen local elementary 
and middle schools who showcase 
their budding artistic talents. The 
Festival offers a wide variety of food 
choices in the food court, an old-
fashioned home-made Bake Sale, live 
music and entertainment.

“These amazing artists and vendors 
travel far to share their talent, time 
and their Easter weekend so come for 
your one-of-a-kind selection or just 
for the fun,” said Scott.

The Mandarin Art Festival is a rain 
or shine outdoor event on March 30 
and 31, 2024. Hours are Saturday, 10 
a.m. – 5 p.m. and Sunday, 10 a.m. – 4 
p.m. A donation of $2 is suggested at 
the gates. Parking will be handled off-
site with free shuttle service and ride 
share service is encouraged.  All are 
welcome but no pets are allowed.

Visit mandarinartfestival.org or man-
darincommunityclub.org for more 
information.

Q&A with Lori Hershey  cont. from pg. 5

reer technical education with drones.

District 7 has seen career technical 
education expand at the elementary, 
middle and high school level over the 
past seven years. Students in District 
7 have access to the medical arts, 
engineering, culinary arts, technology, 
drones, future teachers, ROTC, video 
gaming design, coding, and more. 
Please visit your neighborhood school 
and learn more about the opportuni-
ties for students.

Q: How can our readers contact 
you?

A: They can email me at HersheyL@
duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 
390-2375.
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Community Marketplace 
Call (904) 886-4919 for 

advertising rates

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement 
Call for more info! (904) 886-4919

Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzlesPuzzles

(904) 502-0891
Garden Cottage on historical Mandarin Road for rent

2BR/2BA plus small office
Call 904-521-7759

Driveways
Pavers
Patios

Catering to the needs of
the homeowner since 2002

Walkways
Concrete Removal
Driveway Extension

Call 904.838.1836  and let's talk about what we can do for you!

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Commercial or Residential -
no project too small

PART TIME MANDARIN
Kennel Help and 

Light Housekeeping
Must have own car 

and references.

Call 904-268-0253

Hot Black Stones
Massages

and  
Reiki Crystal Therapy

FOR APPOINTMENTS
BY TEXT ONLY  

oriana.reikicrystaltherapy@gmail.com  

904-575-5815

ORIANA

M O N T H LY S P E C I A L S !
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Generic Pills SPE-
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t h e i r  w o r k .  Fa s t , 
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Call 1-888-878-9091

W a t e r  d a m a g e 
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a m o u n t  o f  wa t e r 
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seeding,  aerat ion 
&  m o s q u i to  c o n-
t ro l .  Ca l l  now for 
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about our f irst ap-
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MISCELLANEOUS

Prepare for power 
outages today with 
a  G e n e ra c  H o m e 
Standby Generator. 
Act now to receive 
a FREE 7-Year war-
ranty with qualify-
ing purchase* Call 
1-855-948-6176 to-
day to schedule a 
free quote. It ’s not 
j u s t  a  g e n e ra to r. 
It ’s a power move.

E l i m i n a t e  g u t t e r 
c leaning forever ! 
LeafFilter, the most 

advanced debris-
b l o c k i n g  g u t t e r 
protection. Sched-
ule f ree LeafFil ter 
e s t i m a t e  t o d a y . 
20% off Entire Pur-
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Military Discounts. 
Call 1-833-610-1936
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UPDATES in as little 
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B e c o m e  a  p u b -
l ished author.  We 
want to read your 
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f o r  f r e e  a u t h o r ’s 
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S a f e  S t e p .  N o r t h 
America's #1 Walk-
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h e n s i v e  l i f e t i m e 
warrant y.  Top - o f-
the - l ine  ins ta l la-
t ion  and ser v ic e . 
Now featuring our 
free shower pack-
a g e  &  $ 1 6 0 0  o f f 
- l imited time! Fi-
nancing available. 
1 - 8 5 5 - 4 1 7 - 1 3 0 6

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca's premier mobile 
medical aler t sys-
tem. Whether you're 
home or away. For 
s a f e t y  &  p e a c e 
o f  mind .  No  long 
t e r m  c o n t r a c t s ! 
F r e e  b r o c h u r e ! 
1 - 8 8 8 - 4 8 9 - 3 9 3 6

We s l e y  F i na n c ia l 
Group,  LLC  T ime -
s h a r e  C a n c e l l a -
t i o n  E x p e r t s O v e r 

$ 5 0 , 0 0 0 , 0 0 0  i n 
t imeshare debt  & 
fees cancel led in 
2019. Get free info 
p a c k a g e  &  l e a r n 
how to  ge t  r id  o f 
y o u r  t i m e s h a r e ! 
F r e e  c o n s u l t a -
t i o n s .  O v e r  4 5 0 
po s i t i ve  re v iew s . 
8 3 3 - 3 0 8 - 1 9 7 1

DIRECT V Stream - 
C a r r i e s  t h e  m o s t 
local MLB Games! 
C h o i c e  P a c k a g e 
$ 8 9 . 9 9 / m o  f o r  12 
mos Stream on 20 
d e v i c e s  a t  o n c e . 
H B O  M a x  i n c l u d -
ed for  3  mos (w/
Choice Package or 
h i g h e r. )  N o  c o n -
t r a c t  o r  h i d d e n 
fees! Some restric-
tions apply. Call IVS 
1 - 8 6 6 - 8 5 9 - 0 4 0 5

Replace your roof 
w/the best looking 
& longest  las t ing 
material steel from 
Er ie  Me ta l  Roof s! 
3  s t y les  & mul t i -
p l e  c o l o r s  ava i l -
ab le .  Guarante e d 

to last  a l i fe t ime! 
L i m i te d  T i m e  O f -
fer  up to  50% of f 
install + Addition-
a l  10% o f f  ins ta l l 
(military, health & 
1 s t  r e s p o n d e r s . ) 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 7 0 - 1 2 3 4

Ja c u z z i  B a t h  R e -
model can install a 
new, custom bath 
o r  s h o w e r  i n  a s 
l i t t le  as  one  day. 
For a limited time, 
w e ' re  cu t t i n g  i n-
stallation costs in 
ha l f  and  o f f e r ing 
a FREE safety up-
grade!  Addi t ional 
terms apply.  Sub-
ject to change and 

vary by dealer. Of-
f e r  e n d s  3 / 3 1 / 24 
Call 1-844-501-3208

Don' t let the stairs 
limit your mobility! 
Discover the ideal 
solution for anyone 
who struggles on 
the stairs, is con-
cerned about a fall 
or wants to regain 
a c c e s s  t o  t h e i r 
ent i re  home.  Cal l 
AmeriGlide today! 
1 - 8 3 3 - 3 9 9 - 3 5 9 5

Alaska, Europe, Ha-
wai i  +  dozens  o f 
other popular trips! 
S tar t ing at  $1649 
pp (double  occu-
pancy req'd.)  YMT 

Vacations plans ev-
er y th ing ,  leav ing 
you to relax & en-
joy. Call 1-87 7-626-
1958 M-F for more 
details. Use promo 
c o d e  Y M T 2 0 2 4 
for  $250 of f .  L im-
i t e d  t i m e  o n l y . 

B e s t  s a t e l l i t e  T V 
wi th  2  Year  pr ice 
guarantee! $59.99/
mo with 190 chan-
nels and 3 months 
free premium movie 
channels! Free next 
d ay  i n s t a l l a t i o n ! 
Call 888-605-3849

Job Finder:
Smiles by Dr. Craig Hadgis Orthodontist is hiring a new team member to 
assist in providing the highest level of service in a fun fast paced environ-
ment. Excellent relationship skills & practical experience in supervision 
and training in Orthodontics a plus. 401K, Health Ins, paid time off, retire-
ment plans offered.  Must be able to commute between 32086 & 32259.

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present 

offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165  NSCB 0082999  0083445

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-In Tub. Not applicable with any previous 

1-855-417-13061-855-417-1306

Call today and receive a 

FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
1600 OFF

SPECIAL OFFER

Call 866-643-0438 to 
schedule your free quote!

Mandarin Toastmasters, a subsector of 
Toastmasters International, provides a 
supportive and positive learning expe-
rience to promote self-confidence and 
personal growth. The club recently 
held its annual speech contest,where 
members compete in various contests, 
including humorous, evaluation, Tall 
Tales, Table Topics, and international 
speech contests. Competition begins 
with club contests, and afterward, 
the winners advance to various levels, 
with the highest level being the World 
Championship of Public Speaking®, 
where Toastmasters across the globe 
participate in its most significant 
competition. One of the club’s more 
experienced members, Derek Lott, 

gave a humorous speech on a DIY 
project with vivid depictions, show-
ing his prodigious career as an orator. 
New members also participated in the 
contest, such as Ronnie Rios, who 
had his ice-breaker speech to intro-
duce himself to the club. Mandarin 
Toastmasters is 17 years old and meets 
the first and third Saturday of each 
month from 10:15 a.m. – 12 p.m. at 
the South Mandarin Library, 12125 
San Jose Blvd. Visitors are encouraged 
to attend in person or via Zoom, and 
the club is open to anyone interested. 
Email toastmastersmandarin@gmail.
com or visit the club’s website at 
https://838510.toastmastersclubs.org 
for more information.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Toastmasters

Mandarin Toastmasters celebrate speech contest with food, laughter, and engaging discussions

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The month of March has been home 
to many historical events over the 
years. Here's a look at some that 
helped to shape the world in March 
1924.

• For the first time since 1636, pub-
lic vehicles, such as taxi cabs, were 
allowed into Hyde Park in London 
beginning March 1. For nearly 300 
years, the park had been reserved for 
private carriages.

• On March 3, the Turkish National 
Assembly formally ended the Ottoman 
Caliphate, which had operated for 
more than 400 years. In a correspond-
ing move, Abdulmejid II, who was 
elected Caliph in November 1923, was 
formally deposed at 2 a.m. on March 
4.

• The University of North Carolina 
men's basketball team ended its season 
with a 26 – 18 victory over the Ala-
bama Crimson Tide on March 4. The 
Tar Heels' victory secured a perfect 26 
– 0 record for the season.

• The site of Tutankamun's tomb was 
formally opened by Egyptian Prime 

Minister Saad Zaghloul on March 6. 
The opening attracted a large crowd 
and ultimately turned into an anti-
British demonstration upon the arrival 
of the British High Commissioner, 
Field Marshal Allenby.

• Nikola Tesla announced he had per-
fected a system of transmitting power 
without wires on March 8.

• The United States Supreme court 
issued a ruling on March 10 that up-
holds a New York state statute banning 
late-night working for women.

• On March 11, cabaret singer Belva 
Gaertner was arrested for the murder 
of her lover, Walter Law, in Chicago. 
Law was found dead from a bullet 
wound in Gaertner's car, though 
Gaertner is later acquitted of the 
murder. The incident inspired both 
the 1926 Broadway play "Chicago" 
and the 1975 musical of the same 
name.

• Winston Churchill lost the West-
minster Abbey by-election by 43 votes 
to Otho Nicholson on March 19. The 
results came when Churchill requested 
a recount after initially losing by just 
33 votes.

100 Years Ago This Month: 
Historical events from March 1924

Toastmasters hold annual 
speech contest
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Brian E. Floro DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry

(904)268-0830 • www.florodental.com

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation 
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.

11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Exams and Cleanings • Placing and Restoring Dental Implants
Extractions • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges

Veneers and Teeth Whitening • Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

Voted one of the top dentists
in Jacksonville

by Jacksonville Magazine

Brian E. Floro DMD

New Patient Special Whitening for Life!

$99 $99Exam, Digital X-Rays
This offer is exclusive to self-pay  

patients and may not be used with any 
insurance program.

Must present coupon. Expires 3/31/2024

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San lose Blvd. • 268-0830

Contact the office for details.
Must present coupon. Expires 3/31/2024

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

10365 Old St. Augustine Rd.

(904) 262-3007

Registering 
2’s, 3’s

& Free VPK 
for 2024-2025.

Notice Of Nondiscriminatory 
Policy As To Students
Precious Promises Preschool 
admits students of any race, 
color and national ethnic ori-

By Lilly Castro, LMT
mail@floridanewsline.com

According to scientists and physicists, 
Scalar Energy comes from a field of 
energy beyond the universe. It is also 
referred to as the “Zero-Point Energy 
Field.” The discovery of scalar waves 
goes back to the 19th century, by math-
ematical genius James Clark Maxwell 
who developed quantum physics. After 
this, Nikola Tesla was able to demon-
strate the existence of this energy — 
scalar waves. He believed if harnessed 
correctly it could offer endless possibili-
ties. 

Since the discovery of scalar waves, 
the medical field has seen remarkable 
relief for conditions such as arthritis, 
depression, PTSD, muscular and joint 
pain mitigation of seizures and overall 
improved body function.

Quantum biologist Dr. Glen Rein, 
Stanford University Medical Center, 
observed that scalar waves had a positive 
influence on the immune and nervous 
system regardless of the belief system 
of the individual. Our cells, when 
functioning at their maximum health 
potential, range between 70 – 90 mil-
livolts. Disease and aging occur when 
the cellular energy depreciates to levels 
below this range. 

From a scientific view point, scalar 
fields produce the following effects: 
neutralize harmful effects of electric and 
magnetic fields, increase covalent levels 

of hydrogen atoms that hold DNA 
together, maximize nutrient uptake and 
cellular detoxification, balance both 
hemispheres of the brain, improve sleep, 
rapid post-surgical healing, better re-
sponse to stress greater emotional clarity, 
and relief of pain.

“Scalar fields have a potential for 
increasing energy and reversing aging. 
They increase the connection between 
that universal energy which is limit-
less, without time and space, and your 
awareness of it, to use it in order to 
manifest whatever you want to mani-
fest, whether it’s health, or happiness,” 
said Dr. Victor A. Marcial-Vega M.D., 
John Hopkins Research Physician, 
Oncology.

Scalar waves move at super luminal ve-
locity, which means beyond the speed of 
light. The scalar vortex creates coherence 
which is a very important principle. 
Where there is coherence in the body, 
along with super luminal velocity of 
movement/cell signaling, it’s enhancing 
an entire environment within us and 
around us. 

Lilly Castro, LMT is co-owner of Life 
Force Energy Wellness Center in Man-
darin. Visit lifeforceenergywellnesscenter.
com or call (904) 323-4411 to learn 
more about their offerings, including the 
EESystem (Energy Enhancement System) 
and two hour complimentary sessions each 
Wednesday for active military members 
and veterans.

Scalar Waves: Beneficial frequencies 
to help the body heal itself

By Mary Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

To promote reading, Crown 
Point celebrated Literacy 
Week throughout the week 
of Jan. 22 through Jan. 26. 
Students and teachers par-
ticipated in various reading 
activities.

On Monday, Crown Point 
students decorated their 
classroom doors with dif-
ferent reading themes. On 
Tuesday, homeroom classes 
met with their Leader-
ship Buddies to read. On 
Wednesday, the students 
spent the day being au-
thors, writing their own 
stories. Thursday, Crown 
Point opened the doors for 
community readers, in-
cluding business partners, 
such as Mandarin United 
Methodist Church, DCPS 
executives, DCPS Police 
Department, JSO, school 
volunteers, and the friends 
and family of school staff.

Crown Point wrapped up the 
week with a book character 
parade led by Principal Brett 
Hartley. 

Crown Point celebrates 
Literacy Week

Photo courtesy Mary Eyler

Principal Brett Hartley and first grade teacher Ginger Manning 
leading the book character parade.

School Board member Lori Hershey reading to a group of second graders.

Advertise with your community newspapers!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com

Effective Marketing. Better Results.
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25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FLWestminsterWoodsFL.org

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn 
how you can save thousands!

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging, 
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods 
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

• Housekeeping
• 24-hour security
• Delicious, chef-prepared dining options
• Fishing and boat docks
• Heated, outdoor swimming pool
• A wide range of important aging services
• And more!

Don’t leave
your future

to chance
Secure a plan for life

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Girls on the Run of 
Northeast Florida 
recently announced 
that they are the recipi-
ent of a $25,000 grant 
from Kohl’s National 
Giveback Initiative. 

“The Kohl’s grant is 
making it possible for 
143 girls throughout 
northeast Florida to 
participate in Girls 
on the Run program-
ming during the 2024 
Spring or Fall seasons,” 
said executive director 
of Girls on the Run 
of Northeast Florida, 
Laura Lasko. “Girls 
will be able to improve 
physical activity levels 
and learn healthy living 
behaviors. They'll also 
develop and improve 
competence, feel 
confidence in who they 
are, and build strength 
of character. Addition-
ally, they'll learn to 
respond to others and 
themselves with care, 
create positive connections with peers 
and adults, and make a meaningful con-
tribution to their community through 
community impact projects. After 
completing the Girls on the Run pro-
gram, girls gain valuable life skills that 
empower them to make positive choices 
not only during the program but also in 
various aspects of their lives — be it at 
school, at home, or among their friends. 
The lessons learned through Girls on 
the Run last a lifetime, contributing to 
developing kind and productive future 
citizens.”

Kohl’s grant to Girls on the Run of 
Northeast Florida was made through the 
company’s National Giveback Initia-
tive, which provides associates with the 
opportunity to nominate a nonprofit 
they’re passionate about for a $25,000 
grant. Through the initiative, Kohl’s 
donates grants to selected nonprofits 
nationwide, demonstrating the com-
pany’s ongoing commitment to family 
health and wellness. Donations are 

made possible through the Kohl’s Cares 
Goods for Good merchandise program, 
which sells children’s books and toys and 
donates 100 percent of the net profit 
to charitable organizations across the 
country.

Since 2004, Girls on the Run of 
Northeast Florida has served more than 
27,000 girls. This spring season, the 
program will serve girls in Alachua, 
Bradford, Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, 
Marion, Nassau, Putnam, St. Johns, 
Union, and Volusia counties. Girls on 
the Run has research-based lessons that 
use dynamic discussions and fun run-
ning games to teach critical life skills. 
The season culminates with a celebra-
tory 5K event that brings together fam-
ily, friends, and community members to 
celebrate the girls’ growth throughout 
the season. 

Visit www.gotrnefl.org for more infor-
mation.

Girls on the Run of Northeast 
Florida receives $25,000 grant

Photo courtesy Girls on the Run of Northeast Florida.

Coming in the April Issue!
Summer Camp
Activities Guide&

Does your business 
cater to kids?
This special section 
is for you!

Call Linda Gay today to learn more

904.607.5062
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Jimmy’s Fishing Report
By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.comFishingFishing

,

Dr. Yianne Krtizas, Oral Surgery

Dr. Haider Alramli, Periodontist

The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Enjoy a taste of 
tradition easily

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Tamales are a traditional Meso-
american dish made of a masa 
dough and fillings, and then 
steamed in a corn husk or banana 
leaves. While tamales certainly are 
delicious, the time-consuming na-
ture of making them may compel 
some to avoid preparing them at 
home. This recipe for “Chicken 
Tamale Pie” offers the flavors of 
tamales in a single-pan dish. Try 
it, courtesy of “30-Minute Meal 
Prep” (Sourcebooks) by Robin 
Miller.

Chicken Tamale Pie
Serves 4

1 (8.5 -ounce) box corn muffin 
mix (such as Jiffy)

⅓ cup milk

2 tbsp. unsalted butter, melted

1 large egg

2 tsp. taco seasoning

½ cup corn, canned, fresh or fro-
zen (thawed if frozen)

2 cups shredded, 
cooked chicken

1 cup red en-
chilada sauce, 
divided

1 cup shred-
ded Monterey 
Jack cheese, or a 
blend of ched-
dar and Jack, or 
Mexican cheese 
blend

Fresh cilantro 
leaves (whole 
or chopped) for 
serving

1. Preheat the 
oven to 400 F. 
Coat a 9-inch pie 
plate or oven-safe 
skillet (such as cast 

iron) with cooking spray.

2. In a large bowl, whisk together 
the corn muffin mix, milk, butter, 
egg, and taco seasoning. Fold in 
the corn. Transfer the mixture to 
the prepared pan, and smooth the 
surface. Bake for 12 to 15 min-
utes, until a wooden toothpick 
inserted near the center comes out 
clean or with moist bits clinging 
to it.

3. Meanwhile, in a large skillet or 
saucepan, combine the chicken 
and ¾ cup of the enchilada sauce. 
Set the pan over medium heat and 
warm the mixture through.

4. Using the end of a wooden 
spoon or spatula, poke holes all 
over the cornbread in the pan. 
Pour the remaining enchilada 
sauce into the holes. Top the 
cornbread with the chicken mix-
ture. Top with the cheese.

5. Bake for 5 minutes, until the 
cheese melts.

6. Top with fresh cilantro, and 
serve.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Chicken Tamale Pie.

Just like that, we’re entering the third 
month of the year and spring is well un-
derway. February held some warm days 
like last year and fishing has responded 
well. March is like the October of spring 
as we start to transition back into our 
summer pattern. Trees will be brandish-
ing vibrant green leaves and even the 
fish will somehow absorb the colors to 
look more picturesque. It’s hard not to 
get excited about fishing in March.

Specks responded to the warm weather 
last month, and lots of big fish moved 
into area creeks. This month most of 
the bigger fish should still be in the 
shallower water. They can seem very 
scattered when they do this so be patient 
and fish thoroughly. Minnows may 
not be the best for this since they are a 
slower presentation. Small jigs or beetle 
spins work well when you need to cover 
water searching for fish. I don’t find 
them to be too picky when they’re in the 
shallows either. I like bright colors so 
they can see it. By the end of this month 
lots of them will be done spawning and 
they’ll start moving back to deeper water 
and back out to the river. If you’re look-

ing to keep any, remember to only take 
what you need. These fish are sowing 
the seeds of our fishery for the coming 
years. 

Bass will be doing very similar things to 
the specks this month. Unfortunately, 
they just don’t seem as numerous. We 
don’t have the best sight fishing op-
portunities, so looking for beds can be 
tough. If you slowly and methodically 
work shorelines, you should eventually 
come across some fish. I spend most of 
my time with shiners this time of year 
since it’s the most consistent way to 
catch larger fish.

It’s also not too soon to be thinking 
about chasing some saltwater species in 
the river. Redfish will be moving in hun-
gry and one of the best bait this early in 
the year is blue crab. Before we get the 
flush of bait fish, crab is just about the 
only thing on the menu, but they don’t 
seem to mind. Another crab eater to be 
on the lookout for would be sheepshead. 
Use a smaller piece of crab or clam if 
you’re trying to fool one. Get out there 
and enjoy it. Tight lines. 

Photo courtesy Bolles

Bolles Middle School Bartram Campus Grade 6 students took a class field trip to the University of North Florida’s 
Osprey Challenge Course on Jan. 26. Grade 6 advisors joined the sixth graders as the group climbed and ziplined their 

way through the course, working together to problem-solve along the way.

Bolles sixth graders navigate UNF’s 
Osprey Challenge course
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By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

In early February, I noticed some neigh-
bors out pruning their crape myrtles 
(Lagerstroemia indica). While they 
aren’t my favorite group of plants, there 
is no doubt that they can find a place in 
many southern landscapes. From their 
beautiful flowers in colors from white 
through pink and pale mauve, to deep 
cherry red, and their varied sizes from 
small shrubs to mid-size trees, it can 
be argued that there is a crape myrtle 
for any yard. Do your research and you 
could find a crape myrtle the exact color 
and size to suit your landscape.

I was spurred to write about them when 
I saw one gardener taking great care in 
pruning his mid-size crape myrtles. If 
you need to prune a crape myrtle please 
take the advice in this article: http://
tinyurl.com/2ej5jvdm. It shouldn’t be a 
quick cut over with electric shears, but 
a considered trim with suitable pruning 
tools like clippers and loppers. Minimize 
pruning to correct structural problems 
like rubbing branches, but if you have a 
plant that was badly pruned in the past, 
you can prune it more aggressively to 
encourage a more attractive growth pat-
tern, although it might take a few years 
to show the results.

There are some lovely flowering trees 
around town. Redbud (Cercis canaden-
sis) and red maple (Acer rubrum) are 
standouts. Our native plums, chickasaw 

plum (Prunus angustifolia) and flat-
woods plum (Prunus umbellata), which 
doesn’t tend to sucker, cover themselves 
with many delicate small white flow-
ers. All these trees attract early bees and 
enable honeybees to begin replenishing 
their hives and solitary bees to build up 
their strength after emerging as adults. 
A little later, fringe trees (Chionanthus 
virginicus) bloom copiously before they 
leaf out, with bright white “tassels” 
of flowers. Female trees can produce 
many small black fruits (drupes) that 
are attractive to birds. It’s still a good 
time of year to plant shrubs and trees, 
so why not consider some of our na-
tive trees and shrubs (http://tinyurl.
com/5n76mzz6). 

Although dogwoods (Cornus florida) 
are beloved in the panhandle and north 
central Florida, climate and soil condi-
tions are not ideal here in northeast 
Florida. Dogwoods easily fall prey to 
problems like powdery mildew and 
twig borers, which makes them a poor 
choice. Much of Duval County along 
the St. Johns River and east to the ocean 
is now in Zone 9b because of rising 
temperatures, so if you have an ailing 
dogwood tree it is probably time to 
remove it.

Larry Figart, our Extension Urban For-
estry Agent, confirmed that the follow-
ing advice would be useful to homeown-
ers who are contemplating replacing a 
tree. And the city tree planting program 

is still available.

• Choose a tree that isn't 
susceptible to the disease that 
may have killed the tree. This 
is especially important for 
mushroom root rot (armil-
laria). If your tree turned 
brown almost overnight, 
examine the trunk behind the 
bark, just above the soil line. 
A fine white lacy mycelium is 
indicative of this fungus. 

• Don't plant directly on 
top of a ground stump but 
choose a place two or three 
yards away from the root 
flare.

• Remove as many old roots 
as possible as well as any saw-
dust. The sawdust or stump 
grindings can be composted 
but only if the heap is man-
aged well and generates heat. 
Layer brown and green material, keep 
it moist not wet, and turn it regularly 
(http://tinyurl.com/2s484xp2).

• If the ground is uneven, bring in good 
quality topsoil and incorporate it widely 
in and around the new planting area. 
Leave it to settle, without compacting 
the area. 

• If the new tree is to be planted in the 
right of way, consider taking advan-
tage of the City of Jacksonville’s free 
tree planting program: http://tinyurl.
com/3stjbb33.

• If you are going to plant the tree 
yourself, go check out http://tinyurl.
com/2t4uv3y3 for more information.

Spring is historically a drier season here, 
so take particular care to water any 
new plantings appropriately, especially 
woody shrubs and trees, which can be 
pricey investments. Make sure to mulch 
correctly — no “volcano” mulching 
please! Mulch heaped up around tree 
trunks just invites fungal diseases, so 
when replenishing mulch in established 
beds and around trees, always keep it 
away from the actual plants it’s intended 
to protect. For information about dif-
ferent types of mulch see http://tinyurl.
com/4e39hcyz. 

The next “New Leaf – Yard & Garden” 
newsletter will be out in early March 
(http://tinyurl.com/mw59am22). Don’t 
forget to check it out.

GardeningGardening By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

Crape murder? And new trees

Photo courtesy Lesley Arrandale

Flatwoods plum blossom

We make 
advertising easy … 

Call today!
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Dreams Come True in 
Lucerne, SwitzerlandTravelTravel

As a child, I fondly remember the 
book “Heidi,” about a young orphan 
girl sent to live with her grandfa-
ther in the Swiss Alps. She develops 
a deep love of the mountains and 
nature. Looking back, I believe I 
was drawn more to the illustrations 
than the storyline, as I clearly recall 
wishing to see the Alps, chalets, and 
grazing cows. My chance finally came 
when I signed up for a river cruise 
from Basel, Switzerland, to Cologne, 
Germany. 

My travel buddy Judy and I flew to 
Zurich and boarded a train directly 
from the airport to Lucerne. Swiss 
Rail makes it easy. I’m glad I listened 
to a friend’s recommendation to 
spend two days in Lucerne because 
the beauty and ambiance of the city 
can’t be overstated. The stunning Old 
Town rests on Lake Lucerne’s banks, 
surrounded by stunning mountains 
featuring Mt. Pilatus, rising approxi-
mately 7,000 feet. 

After a five-minute walk from the 
train station, Judy and I dropped 
our bags at the hotel. We set off to 
explore the enchanting city by cross-
ing the famous Chapel Bridge. This 
covered wooden bridge rests on stilts 
with a picturesque tower first built in 
1333. Lush flowering window boxes 
line the railings, and religious paint-
ings grace the architectural archways. 

A stroll through the pedestrian-only 

historic center included fascinating 
houses painted with historical scenes 
or artistic details of former artisan 
guilds. You’ll see fountains, flowers, 
unusual rooflines, and inviting shops. 

We then headed across town to the 
Lion Memorial, another famous 
landmark carved into a rock face. 
Next to the monument lies the Gla-
cier Garden Museum, a place that 
truly surprised us. The interactive 
displays start with geology, the Ice 
Age, and the formation of the Alps. 
Stairs within the rock gardens lead 
to fantastic views above the lake and 
city. The unexpected fun came when 
we entered the Mirror Maze and lost 
our way among our mirrored reflec-
tions and the path. This hall of 51 
mirrors was built in 1896 for the 
Swiss National Exhibition in Ge-
neva and moved to Lucerne in 1899. 
We left exhausted from laughing at 
ourselves. I absolutely recommend a 
visit. 

In the evening, we dined on (you 
guessed it) cheese fondue. When in 
Switzerland, you must try it as well as 
decadent Swiss chocolates. 

The following day, we signed up 
for a day tour beginning with a lake 
cruise that transported visitors to the 
entrance to the most vertical cog rail-
road in the world. The thrilling and 
speedy ride up Mt. Pilatus presents 
an ever-changing landscape. We left 

the fog-enshrouded lake behind and 
ascended to clear, sunny skies at the 
summit. Here, I basked in the soaring 
panorama of the Alps: Eiger, Mönch, 
and Jungfrau, a dream come true. We 
also met hearty hikers who climbed 
the peak, something I do not dream 
about. 

A gondola ride zipped us partway 
down the mountain, stopping where 
visitors can enjoy toboggan runs or 
challenging rope courses. We lingered 
at the dramatic background and rode 
a second gondola down to the out-
skirts of Lucerne. The day ended with 
a sunset cruise on the lake, albeit 
without a memorable sunset, but the 
narration answered many questions 

about the area. 

Before leaving on a train to Basel, we 
wanted to visit the impressive Jesuit 
Church but found it closed. But, we 
discovered a fascinating cuckoo clock 
store (very pricey) and numerous 
chocolatiers. We missed Lucerne’s 
many museums but delighted in 
every minute of our stay. The city 
becomes a photographer’s jackpot and 
the perfect way to start a trip through 
Switzerland and Germany.

For information: www.luzern.com

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read 
more of local travel writer Debi 
Lander’s stories and travel tips.
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Going up on the cog railroad.


