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Melinda Gillespie

Patriot Oaks
Academy
teacher named
Rookie Teacher
of the Year

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Melinda Gillespie, an elementary
school teacher at Patriot Oaks Acade-
my, was named as the 2022-2023 St.
Johns County Rookie Teacher of the
Year at a special recognition banquet
on Feb. 2. Tracy Clauson, a Spanish
language teacher at Sebastian Middle
School was named the 2022-2023 St.
Johns County District Teacher of the

Year.

Gillespie is a first-grade teacher at
Patriot Oaks Academy. Inspired by
the book “Teach Like a Pirate,” Gil-
lespie implements new and creative
lesson plans in the classroom to
empower students and encourage an
excitement for learning. In her social
studies classes, she teaches students
about the state of Florida by creating
an edible map using a soft tortilla
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Young professional engineers
give back to their alma mater

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Determined to help solve what he calls
a “workforce problem” in the engineer-
ing industry, Drew Kenyon, along with
Creekside High School teacher Kevin
Davenport and Dylan Scanlon, came
up with the idea to train high school
students to use the computer drafting
program AutoDesk Civil 3D and to
learn more about the civil engineering
industry. Kenyon, a Creekside High
School graduate who went on to earn

a bachelor’s in civil engineering at the
University of Florida, said that a big
part of what he does in his professional
engineering job is construction drawings

using AutoCAD.

“I felt high schoolers could learn to

do some of this work,” he said. “This
helps engineers have time for higher
level tasks and the added benefit for the
student is that being a certified CAD

technician can be a good career.”

Listening to a podcast about a similar
initiative that had been structured as a
foundation in Mississippi gave Kenyon
the idea to replicate the non profit set
up locally — and the Florida Civil Edu-
cators Foundation was born in 2022.
The foundation’s mission is to provide
hands-on training, mentorship and
internships to high school civil engineer-

Photos courtesy Kevin Davenport

Engineering Academy instructor Kevin Davenport (center) with previous
graduates of the Creekside Engineering Academy Alex Anderson, Drew
Kenyon, Drew McCullough and Griffin Reilly at a recent ACE Mentoring

Photos courtesy Kevin Davenport

35 Creekside Engineering Academy juniors meet with volunteer mentors one day a week before school.

ing and construction students.

“We are trying to be a part of the solu-
tion by taking an interesting approach
to this workforce problem,” Kenyon
said.

Presently, Kenyon and Scanlon join
Davenport, who is a professional en-
gineer and their former teacher at the
Creekside Engineering Academy, one
morning a week before school starts to
train academy students on basic Auto-
Cad that can be applied to any business.

“We want to be in all schools,” Scanlon,
also a Creekside High School graduate,
said. “Anywhere we can reach out to the
local community so that local engineer-
ing firms can have a pipeline of poten-
tial students to work and intern.”

Kenyon and Scanlon said

that Pedro Menendez High
School is currently upgrading
its computers to accommodate
the required software and that
they will begin delivering their
curriculum at that school in ad-
dition to Creekside in the fall.

Kenyon said that their plan is
not just to teach concepts, but
also provide real world working
opportunities.

(45 . . . . b . .
This training isn't just in a
vacuum,” he said. “The best

meeting, Scenario is to get students

placed in engineering firms, so we advo-
cate for paid internships as well.”

Davenport recognizes the contribution
of his former students to his profession.

“These young professionals in our com-
munity are giving back to the St. Johns
County schools that educated them,”
he said. “They are trying to help the
students as well as their engineering
companies.”

Davenport said there is a big need in the
engineering industry for people to work
— and not just as engineers.

“From a teacher’s perspective, it’s im-
portant when students leave high school
that they have a skill,” Davenport said.
“Not everyone goes to college; it’s just
not for everyone. To have this hands-on
vocational skill has been missing from
school systems for the last several years.”

Davenport said he wants to bring the
industry into the classroom and to that
end, he welcomes representatives from
various local engineering firms to make
presentations regarding their firms to his
students.

The Florida Civil Educators Founda-
tion is actively seeking individuals

and engineering firms with a desire to
support the next generation’s work-
force. Visit www.fcefinc.com or email
Andrew.Kenyon@fcefinc.com for more
information.
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Great selection on
Easter Basket Fillers
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affordable prices

206 Ashourian Avenue, Suite 110

The Forum at Greenbriar — corner of St Johns Parkway & CR210
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CALLTODAY 904.861.6309

WatsonConstructionGroup.com

Building Services: CBC1263291 ¢ Electric: EC13010558
HVAC: CAC1816040 * Plumbing: CFC057343

R 4 |
WSSy, | 28,

Construction Group, Inc.

AIR CONDITIONING ¢ PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL » RESIDENTIAL REMODELING
NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK

Yevevevevc FIVE STAR REVIEWS

“Watson's electrical staff was the
easiest to work with and the most
timely. They kept their work area
clean and were respectful of my
time and space.”

- Brook G.

“Great service! | was offered same-day
appointment times. Their service technician
arrived on-time and immediately began
working. My A/C was back to normal
in an hour.”

"Amazing experience with
Watson'’s plumbing staff today!
Professional and extremely
knowledgeable. | appreciate
all that they did!”

- Amaliegha R. - C.Berry

°904-826-1904
335 South Legacy Trail, B102-112
St. Augustine, Fl 32092

lionsdenkarate.net €)
. W ?

Guest Column

Scenic Highway group
membership growing, but

more work to

By Al Abbatiello

Membership in the William Bartram
Scenic and Historic Highway Organi-
zation is growing thanks to advertise-
ments in the January and February
issues of “The CreekLine” and a mail-
ing to 1440 homes along State Road
13. At this writing we now have 21
new memberships and three corporate
memberships.

Residents are very interested in preserv-
ing our local history and scenic nature.
The recent threat of an apartment
complex in Fruit Cove and recently
proposed commercial development on
the Scenic Highway State Road 13 at
Greenbriar Road has helped our early
success in new memberships.

As readers may know, the Bartram Sce-
nic Highway organization has been very
active attempting to keep State Road 13
scenic and historic, while preserving lo-
cal history. We've been vocal in meetings
with county commissioners and making
presentations at PZA and BCC hear-
ings in the attempt to slow residential
growth in our Northwest area. We're
also engaged with state agencies related
to traffic concerns and potential impacts

be done

of the First Coast Expressway crossing
the St. John River.

We were active in the recent fight
against the proposed apartment com-
plex in Fruit Cove and we will be in the
middle of discussions in the effort to
prevent the earlier mentioned commer-
cial development on the Scenic High-
way at Greenbriar Road.

Our mission as a Florida State and
County Scenic Highway is to protect,
preserve, inform, and promote our trea-
sure, the Scenic and Historic Highway
and the American Heritage St. Johns
River. This is being done through vari-
ous channels including schools, public
events, St. Johns County and state
agencies, and other historical resources.
There’s more to be done and we encour-
age you to join the fight.

We heartily welcome every one of our
new members and everyone else want-
ing to join us to keep Northwest St.
Johns County Scenic, Historic, and safe.
If interested in joining us, contact Al
Abbatiello at alabbat@comcast.net or
call and text (904) 699-8475 for more

information.

FIVE STAR
PROFESSIONAL
2022
MARKET
LEADERS

Fortune Februar:ﬂ'
March 2022 issue

PREMIER HOMES REALTY, INC.
Michael K. Taylor, Broker, GRI, BPOR, SFR
52 Tuscan Way, 202-325

PREMIER HOMES
|  REALTY, INC.

REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

Real Estate Commissions as low as 3% total!

Rising interest rates, inflation and economic uncertainty have many buyers and
Sellers sitting on the sidelines waiting to see what will happen next.

Let us help you make the most of this important financial decision! We will list and

St Augustine, FL 32092

sell your home for ONLY 4% total commission. If Tari or | bring the buyer we

(904) 214-4780

will REDUCE the commission to ONLY 3% total commission. It's your

money and we believe you should keep it!

miketaylor @premierhomesrealty.net -

Property Management Services
Own a home and not ready to sell? Ask us about our

Property Management Services. We will list your one

We are honored to be recognized as Real Estate Professionals

FORBES MAGAZINE & FORTUNE MAGAZINE

for only 50% of the first month's rent. We will then
manage your home for only 10% of the monthly rent.
Both Landlord and Tenant are given access to our
online property management system for convenient
access to monthly reports.

We have personally SOLD over $189 Million in total

Real Estate Sales!

PREMIERHOMESREALTY.NET

Broker is a member of the Northeast Florida Association of Realtors and the St Johns County Board of Realtors
This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with a Realtor.
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www.FloridaNewsLine.com Of the mOnth from your frie_nds at
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Mark Pettus

Publisher@FloridaNewsLine.com
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Editor Breed:
Martie Thompson Australian Shepard
Editor@FloridaNewsLine.com Favorite Activity:
Bookkeeper Going on walks and playing frisbee.
Emily Whitehead Favorite Treat: "'IJI"'" Al
Accounting@FloridaNewsLine.com Cheerios
Social Media Favorite Friend:
SocialMedia@FloridaNewsLine.com Her Dachshund sister, Daisy % W
5
Advertising Sales How did your furry friend get their name:
Linda Gay We made a list of names and kept
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com narrowing it down ... and Briar was the 4 What's H g in St Joh
(904) 607-5062 cell winner. at's nappening in St. Jonns

7 Q&A with Christian Whitehurst

The CreekLine Community Newspaper is a free monthly
publication distributed via mail to all addresses in Zip Codes : . . 9 S J h B . M hl
32259 and selected routes in 32092 and 32095. Submission Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above t. Johns Business Monthly

of articles and  photographs  are received by mail or before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.

email, although email to editor@FloridaNewsLine.com s 0 el .
e T ke Qs 6 6 iy e s Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine! 11 Field of Dreams

opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available Ema|ledltor@florldanewslme.com to enTETYOUF Pet-
by request. Florida NewsLine is not responsible for
advertisement content or accuracy of information provided
by its advertisers Nor does Florida Newsline endorse any
of the products or services included in this publication.
Florida NewsLine reserves the right to refuse advertisement or
copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no portion
of this publication October be copied without the express
written consent of the publisher. ©2023.

12 Briefs
17 Jimmy's Fishing Report

19 Travel

Don't miss our April Issue
featuring our Summer Camp and Activities Guide!

Deadline 3/17/23

T T T T P T P A PRy
ABCOEFGHIARLNNGFORETOVNIYE
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A. blooms B. flower C. warm D. rain

to our

Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@floridanewsline.com
Last month's Mystery Photo was Patriot Oaks Academy.
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Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

We offer
" NemetzDental Associates % Pediatric Dentistry
i MR &% Family Dentistry

1 Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210
Q AdultDentistry: (904) 886-4867
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activi-
ties for seniors on Monday, Wednesday and
Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road in
Orangedale. Cards, crafts and games start
each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutrition/exer-
cise, Bunco and Bingo among the additional
activities before lunch at 11:30 a.m. each day.
Contact Program Coordinator Myra Fisher at
(904) 209-3658 or mfisher@coasjc.org for
more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming (with
all items donated to charity) meets every
Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at The
Table Cafe, 10391 0ld St. Augustine Road. Visit
the group’s Facebook page (Playing HOOKie)
or email playinghookie2022@gmail.com for
more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the
game of "Hand, Knee, and Foot" on Wednes-
days. If you are interested in joining, please
call (904) 230-6962 and leave a message.

Men’s afternoon golf group forming
with plans to play public courses within 45
minutes of World Golf Village with tee times
after 12 p.m. Golfers must be able to break
110. Email JaxGolfTour@gmail.com if you are
interested in joining.

2nd: Garden Club of Switzerland
will host a program meeting on
wildflowers on March 2, at 10 a.m. in the
Bartram Trail Branch Library. The speaker
will be Bradford County Master Gardener,
Pat Caren, who will talk about wildflowers
of northeast and central Florida, the best
spots to see their roadside displays, and the
Florida Department of Transportation’s Wild-
flower program. Visit https://switzerlandgc.
blogspot.com/ for more information.

’ﬁk/

3 d Lenten Fish Fry will be
r g held at Our Lady of Good
Counsel Church from 4:30 p.m. - 6:30 p.m.
on Fridays, March 3,10,17 24, and 31 at the
church, located at 5950 State Road 16 in the
World Golf Village area. Traditional fried fish

dinners will be available for purchase for
dine-in and take-out. Call Frank Raccioppi at

(904) 315-8110 with any questions.
7t s Happy Hookers crochet

m group will meet at the Bartram
Trail Branch Library on March 7 and March
21from 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. The group cro-
chets or knits blankets for cancer patients at
area hospitals. All skill levels are welcome.
Visit www.sjcpls.org or call (904) 827-6960.
7['h: Honeybee Quilters Guild wil

meet on Tuesday, March 7 at 6:30
p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church in the
Loft on the County Dock Road side of the
church at 2501 Loretto Road. Lisa Schreck,
judge candidate, will share what the judges
look for when judging quilts. Wearing masks
is optional. New members/guests welcome.

Visit honeybeequilters.org for more informa-
tion.

]]th *The Bartram Trail Genealogy
Club meets the second Saturday

of each month (this month, March 11) from

2 p.m.- 4 p.m. in the Bartram Trail Library

conference room, 60 Davis Pond Blvd. Every

level, beginners to experts, are welcome.

If interested, come to a meeting or send a

request to join the club at www.facebook.

com/groups/BTGenClubGroup.

th:The St. Johns County Civic
] 3 Roundtable will meet on Monday,
March 13 at 12 p.m. at St. Augustine Water-
works building, 184 San Marco Ave. in St.
Augustine. The featured speaker will be St.
Johns County Commissioner Sarah Arnold.

9
7 'swmiles by

GLENOS &« HADGIS
ORTHODONTISTS

%

.
]

Dr. Jimmy Glenos

Dr. Craig Hadgis

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

Free Initial Visit

Voted
Best Orthodontist

XXX Y!
904.79.SMILE (797.6453)

/R

Email info@sjcroundtable.org to register for
the meeting or visit www.sjcroundtable.org
for more information.

] 3th *The Northwest St. Johns

County United for Progress Club
will meet on Monday, March 13, The guest
speaker will outline pending state legislative
proposals that adversely affect public educa-
tion in Florida. Contact nwsjcp@gmail.com
for reservations if you'd like to attend.

th:Bartram Trail Newcomers'
I 4 and Women's Club will hold its
meeting and luncheon on Tuesday, March

14 at 11 a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and Country
Club, 205 St. Johns Golf Drive off County Road
210. Doors will open at 10:30 a.m. The lun-
cheon's entertainment is to be determined;
visit the group's Facebook page for updates.
The cost of the luncheon is $32. Make
checks payable to BTNC and mail to Deborah
Russell, 12376 Fireberry Court, Jacksonville,
FL 32258. Payment must be received no
later than March 9, no exceptions. Be sure to
indicate entrée choice on the check memo
line. Visit www.facebook.com/BTNCI for food
choices and updated information.

] 6th 5 William Bartram Scenic

g Highway Group will meet on
Thursday, March 16 beginning at 6:30 p.m.
at the St. Johns County Annex, 725 Flora
Branch Blvd. Join the discussion to keep NW
St. Johns County Scenic and Historic and
preserve the State Road 13 Scenic Highway.
Virtual meeting access is available; contact
alabbat@comcast.net or call (904) 699-8475.

] 7[h *Adult Craft — Easter center-
piece will be held at 10 am. on
March 17 at the Bartram Trail Branch Library,
60 Davis Pond Blvd. All supplies are provided
by the Bartram Trail Friends of the Library.
Register at www.sjcpls.org or call the library

ning

iniSt¥lohns

at (904) 824-6960. Space is limited to the
first 20 patrons.

]8th:Herbs and Foods for Well-
ness class will be offered
on March 18 at 10 a.m. Attendees will learn
about traditionally used herbs to promote
wellness and health as well as how to
create their own tinctures, teas, and salves.
Included are guides, plant identification,
lecture and herbal snacks. Pre registration is
required via phone or text at (386) 972-1891.

20th *The All Star Quilters Guild

will meet at 9:30 a.m. for social-
izing prior to the 10 a.m. meeting on Monday,
March 20 at the First Christian Church, 11924
San Jose Blvd. Georgina Lewis will present a
trunk show. Sew and Tell is always a feature.
Guests are welcome. Visit www.allstarquil-
ters.org for more information.

2] St:The Newcomers of North
St. Johns will host a luncheon
featuring Bingo on Tuesday, March 21 begin-
ning at 11 a.m. at Al Dente’s Ristorante Italia-
no, 90 Shops Blvd. Members are encouraged
to bring a children’s book as a donation to
the St. Johns County Public Library System.
The cost for the luncheon and program is
$30 for members. All reservations must be
received by March 13. Visit https://newcom-
ersofnorthstjohns.org for more information.

27[h "ESOL class at the Bartram

Trail Branch Library on March
27 at 4:30 p.m. These classes are offered
twice a month; sign up by phone, in person,
or online. There is no charge, but a St. Johns
County Public Library card in good standing
is needed to sign up. Call (904) 827-6960 or
email Donna at dbraasch@sjcfl.us for more
information.

jen@FASTSwimProgram.com

FAST Swim Program offers lessons for ages 2 to 92
Water Safety starts early, lessons available starting at 18 months
Learn to swim in 12 lessons for ages 5+
All ages and abilities welcome

FAST Swim follows CDC and AAP water safety guidelines

CDC and AAP state:
Make US Coast Guard
lifejackets and direct
supervision by a
responsible adult a must
for non-swimmers.

Proudly serving
Saint Johns County

1904-640-9199

www.fastswimprogram.com
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Q: Can you bring us up to date on
transportation for St. Johns Forest stu-
dents [as of interview date of Feb. 17]?

A: The current sidewalk [along 2209]

is scheduled to be demolished shortly
and a new safer one, rerouted farther
from the roadway, will be built. While
this is happening, the school district will
provide temporary bus transportation to
the approximately 200 affected students.
The bus transportation will continue
through the end of this school year even
if the new sidewalk is completed by
then. The walk zone will be completed
by the start of next school year and bus
transportation will end.

Because of the bus driver shortage we are
experiencing, we will need to run some
double and even some triple runs, so I'd
ask everyone to please be patient. This
interim transportation will cost more
than $75,000 and I'd like to give kudos
to Sen. Hutson who worked hard to get
the funds to make this happen.

Q: Do you have an update on the new
schools under construction?

A: They are all coming along. Things
look slow at first while they are complet-
ing the horizontal construction, but
once things go vertical, it will look like a

lot is happening,.

Q: Can you shed some light on the
school district’s decision to lease office

space in the World Golf Village area?

A: We voted in February to lease part of
the second floor of the old Tree of Life
building, which is located east of Inter-
state 95 at International Golf Parkway,
because we are out of office space at
Orange Street. We were able to negotiate
a good price per square foot and utilities
are included. We plan to consolidate our
curriculum department in this central
location, which will allow for collabo-

with St. Johns County School Board
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

ration on curriculum issues so we can
better support our schools and support
our students.

Q: Are there any specific areas for par-
ent feedback at this time?

A: Yes, there are a couple. First, our mas-
ter calendars for the 2024 — 2025 and
the 2025 — 2026 school years are on our
website (www.stjohns.k12.fl.us). Two
versions are available and one of them
provides a full week off for Thanksgiv-
ing. We are looking for input from
parents.

Also, this is the time of year for SAC
surveys at the school level. We ask par-
ents to please participate so that we can
make any needed changes at individual
schools and district-wide.

Q: When can parents register their
rising kindergarten children for next
school year?

A: Registration for new students to our
district and kindergarten students opens
on March 1. Online registration is avail-
able at www.stjohns.k12.fl.us/student/
enrollment along with more informa-
tion.

Q: Do you have any kudos to share?

A: Yes. We recognized Emma Ceval-
los, a fifth grader at St. Johns Virtual
School at our February school board
meeting. She earned first place in the
elementary category in the Hispanic
Heritage Month essay contest, which
is sponsored by Florida’s First Lady,
Casey DeSantis. This year’s theme was
“Celebrating the Achievements of His-
panic Floridians.”

Q: How can our readers contact you?

A: They can email me at beverly.slough@
stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904) 547-
7510.

9
YA/

Q: When are property taxes due and
how can they be paid?

A: Property tax payments are payable
Nov. 1 through March 31 and will
become delinquent April 1. Payments
can be made in person, mailed in,

paid online or placed in our drop box.
Payments that are mailed in must be
postmarked on or before March 31,
2023. There is a 2.5 percent credit/debit
card convenience fee or a $1 echeck fee
if paid online.

Q: Can property taxes be paid in

installments?

A: Section 197.222, FL Statutes allows a
taxpayer to prepay property taxes by an
installment payment method. Payments
are made on a quarterly basis and based
upon an estimated tax equal to the
actual taxes levied on the property in the
prior year. Your taxes must be more than

$100 to qualify.

The first installment is due June 30, the

with St. Johns County Tax Collector
Dennis Hollingsworth

second installment is due Sept. 30, the
third installment is due Dec. 31, and
the fourth and final installment is due
March 31.

Installment applications must be
received prior to May 1 of the year in
which the taxpayer elects to prepay
taxes in installments. If the first install-
ment payment is not made, the account
is removed from the installment plan
and you will receive a tax notice on or
around the first of November for the
entire amount due.

If you have any questions, or to apply
for the installment plan, visit www.
sjctax.us or email taxcollector@sjctax.us

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you or your office?

A: A lot of questions can be answered
by visiting our website, www.sjctax.
us. I may be reached by calling (904)
209-2250 or emailing taxcollector@
sjctax.us.
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GROW YOUR
BUSINESS!

Advertise with
The CreekLine!
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510 Fairgrounds Place
Jacksonville, Florida 32202

24, 15 & 16, 2023
10-6, Kai 10-6, Sun 10

o o . ©
Linda Gay
904-607-5062

Linda@floridanewsline.com

Annual Yard Sale

— Saturday March 18

7am to 1pm

All proceeds directly support missions and outreach

Donations of clothing, household items, toys, tools, holiday decor and small furniture accepted through March16th

Shepherd of the Woods Lutheran Church & School
7860 Southside Blvd, Jacksonville, FL 32256

www.SOTWjax.com e 641-8385

o
Church for Creative
Living in 5t. Johns

Sunday Service 10:30 AM

In-Person and Streamed on Facebook and YouTube

Unity offers a positive, practical,
progressive approach to Christianity
based on the teachings of Jesus and
the power of prayer.

Unity Church for Creative Living
2777 Race Track Road
St Johns, FL 32259

PHONE | 904.287.1505
www.unityinjax.com

Reverend Yvonne McAndrew
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Everyone is Irish the month of March so wear your Irish best and get entered Into a drawing for a special prize.

DOORS OPEN 6:15pm GAMES START 7:00pm

SATURDAY, MARCH 11th - =
At The Cody Center. On the Coner of Old St. Augustine and Loretto Roads

PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING AND SECURITY ON PREMISES. GREAT FOOD, DRINKS AND SNACKS. DOORS OPEN 6:15. NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAW.
For Mere [nfermation call Viesy Terllzzl & WH-T4-EZ77T

March 17, 18 & 19, 2023

Refreshments Served

Drawinrgs! SALES!
For Sugar Bear Gift Certificates! Throughout the store on one-of-a-kind

Bring this ad to be eligible. items for you and your home.

sung Bﬁ@_]’r A\_Injﬂi[_l_ﬁs M@lj\ WWW.sugarbearmall.com

. 3047 Julington Creek Road | Jacksonville, FL 32223 | (904) 886-0393 | Open 7 Days a week | 10am-5:45pm

DON'T LEAVE
YOUR FUTURE
TO CHANCE

SECURE A PLAN FOR LIFE
-

Make the safe bet with an active, engaging,
maintenance-free lifestyle at Westminster Woods
on Julington Creek. Enhance your lifestyle with:

« Housekeeping

e 24-hour security

« Delicious, chef-prepared dining options

« Fishing and boat docks

 Heated, outdoor swimming pool

A wide range of important aging services
« And more!

Call (904) 861-6425 today to learn

how you can save thousands!

26 )
52 Westminster

Woods

on Julington Creek
WestminsterWoodsFL.org

25 State Road 13
Jacksonville, FL
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Q. Your office provides marriage
services, including licenses and
ceremonies. Did the Clerk’s office do
anything special on Valentine’s Day?

A: Yes, we held our inaugural group
Valentine’s Day wedding. Seven couples
registered to have a wedding ceremony
officiated by the Honorable Judge How-
ard O. McGillin. We look forward to

hosting it again next year.

Q. What is the role of the Office of
the Inspector General?

A: The Office of the Inspector General,
under the supervision of the St. Johns
County Clerk of the Circuit Court and
County Comptroller, performs internal
audits, provides oversight of legal guard-
ianships, investigates public integrity
complaints, and conducts fraud, waste,
and abuse investigations of County
operations and financial records.

Q. Does the Inspector General have

with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court
and Comptroller Brandon Patty

any areas of focus for upcoming
audits?

A: The Inspector General has roughly
20 audits scheduled for Fiscal Year
2023. The list of audits includes ex-
amining credit card fees countywide,
auditing the ClerK’s office and county’s
cash collection procedures, and protect-
ing driver and vehicle information from
unauthorized access. To access the Fiscal
Year 2023 Annual Audit Plan, visit
www.stjohnsclerk.com.

Q. What is the best way for people to
get in touch with you?

A: Residents can call my office at (904)
819-3601 or my cell at (904) 599-8688.
My email address is BPatty@stjohn-
sclerk.com. A lot of questions can be
answered by visiting our website, www.
stjohnsclerk.com, which is most com-
monly used to pay traffic citations or
search court records.

9
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Q: Can you shed some light on the
rental of residential properties?

Eddie Creamer

A: First of all, the Property Appraiser’s
Office has no jurisdiction over the rental
of residential properties, either short
term or long term. Those regulations
come from the county, cities, homeown-
ers associations, or CDD rules.

The only way we become involved is if
a property is homesteaded. Specifically,
if a homeowner rents his property, it
might be subject to losing its homestead
exemption.

Q: Can homesteaded properties be
rented at all?

A: Yes, per statute, a homeowner may
rent his homesteaded property for up to
30 days per year for no more than two
consecutive tax years or he can rent up
to six months in one tax year. Within
these guidelines, a homeowner may
keep his homestead exemption.

Our office actively monitors and inves-
tigates homesteaded properties that are
rented. We use a number of different

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser

sources to accomplish this.

Q: Have your investigations turned up
any homesteaded properties that are
not adhering to the statutes?

A: Yes, in my term here of the last six
years, we've liened 452 properties for a
total of $2.8 million. Interestingly, of
these 452 liens, 417 have paid the liens
for a total of $2.13 million.

Q: What if the property is not home-
steaded?

A: The Property Appraiser’s Office has
no authority to look at it at all in this
case. It all comes back to local ordinanc-
es. We have no jurisdiction over noise
levels or trash at rental properties as this
is handled by code enforcement.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500.
It is open Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m.
— 5 p.m. Also, readers can email me
at Eddie@sjcpa.us or call me at (904)
827-5500.

GARAGE SALE

COMMUNITY-WIDE

Saturday, April 15th
8AM until 2PM

Rain date Saturday, April 22nd

Julington Creek Plantation

wWww.jcppoa.com




with St. Johns County Commission
Chairman Christian Whitehurst, District 1

Q: What can you tell us about the
upcoming transportation forum for

St. Johns County?
A: We have scheduled a public forum to

discuss transportation issues on March
3 at 9 a.m. at the St. Johns County
Auditorium. In attendance will be our
St. Johns County Legislative Delegation,
US Congressman John Rutherford and
Greg Evans, the District Secretary of
the Florida Department of Transporta-
tion, in addition to the Board of County
Commissioners. The plan is to have
staff highlight the transportation needs
we have in our county. We have been
discussing in great detail our transporta-
tion needs and the lack of funds at the
county level, so this will basically be a
way to lobby for state and federal funds.
It will be a rare opportunity to get fed-
eral, state, and local officials together at
one time to discuss transportation needs
in St. Johns County and work on solu-
tions to include what funding solutions
are available as well as timing.

Q: Can you give an update on the new
sidewalk to be built along County
Road 22092

A: We have heard for years complaints
from parents that the sidewalks are
too close to the road and not safe. The
Board of County Commissioners, in
conjunction with the School Board,
decided in 2021 to have the sidewalk
moved over and reconstructed. We

were able to seek funds from the state
since 9B is a state road and Rep. Cyndi
Stevenson and Sen. Travis Hutson were
very instrumental in helping us get the
funds. The plan was to start construc-
tion of the sidewalk this summer and
have it completed by the start of the
next school year, but we were able to
move it up and now construction is
scheduled to begin before the end of
February. The sidewalk will be moved
farther from the roadway and guardrails
will be installed, which will result in a
much safer path to walk on.

Q: What's the latest on LAMP (Land
Acquisition and Management Program)?

A: In January 2021, the Board of
County Commissioners voted to
reinstate LAMP. What's exciting now is
that, nearly two years later, we are finally
starting to see the first suggestions to
our board as to what land is available for
purchase and what funds and match-
ing funds are available. We will finally
start seeing land conserved as part of our
growth plan. The LAMP board has been
meeting monthly and it’s my under-
standing that they are ready to make
suggestions to the commissioners, which
I eagerly await.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at beclec-
whitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904)
584-5348.

Guest Column
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Elections Office off to a busy start in 2023

By St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections Vicky Oakes

St. Johns County residents may be no-
ticing an influx of information regard-
ing upcoming elections in Jacksonville,
which are taking place on March 21
and May 16. It’s important to note that
these elections are exclusive to Duval
County registered voters and St. Johns
County does not have any upcoming
elections in 2023.

To kick off 2023, we began the
exciting, much anticipated return of
our Voter Education Program to St.
Johns County high schools in Janu-
ary. To date, we have visited four high
schools, and have had a wonderful
experience. We plan on visiting every
high school by the end of this school
year. In addition, voter outreach con-
tinues to be an important part of the
mission of the Supervisor of Elections,
so plan to see our team out in the
community this year, and please say
hello when you do.

The 2023 Florida Supervisor of Elec-
tions Scholarship is being offered

to eligible college students through
March 10. The $1,200 scholarship will
be awarded to four eligible full-time
students enrolled in a senior college

or university in Florida, and who are
majoring in Political Science, Public
Administration, Business Administra-
tion, or Journalism/Mass Communica-
tion. For more information on eligibil-
ity requirements and how to apply, visit

WWW.VOLEsjC.gov.

Has your signature changed? At the
Supervisor of Elections Office, voter
signatures are very important verifica-
tion tools we use to check vote-by-mail
ballots, petitions, and other election-
relation documents. We know it’s com-
mon for personal signatures to change
over the years and we recommend that
voters update the signature on file with
our office frequently. To update your
signature, visit our office at 4455 Av-
enue A, #101, St. Augustine, or visit our
website at www.votesjc.gov to print a
Florida Voter Registration Application,
fill it out, and mail it in.

The legislative session in Tallahassee
begins March 7 and will end on May

5. We anticipate changes in our current
election law and will monitor the ses-
sion closely to see what is accomplished.
We can expect some changes stemming
from 2022’s Senate Bill 524, which dis-
cussed the creation of the Office of Elec-
tion Crimes and Security, increased pen-
alties for election law violations, revised
the procedures for list maintenance, and
changed the name of the “drop box” to
“Secure Ballot Intake Station.”

We anticipate changes in the areas of
vote-by-mail and our election auditing
procedures. We will be watching and
working with our state legislators re-
garding any approved election bills. We
hope they will look to us for guidance as
elections administrators are the experts.

Easter at Fruit Cove

Sunday, April ¢

Worship at 8, 9:30 and 11lam

y

501 State Road 13, St Johns Florida 32259

3

y 4y AW

~

904-287-0996| www.FruitCove.com !

Fruit Cove

BAPTIST CHURCH
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DOUG NUNNERY

FOR YOUR |JOUENEY HOME

ROUND (904) 233-8731

TABLE Broker Associate & REALTOR®
REALTY DougNunneryRealtor.com

“I only want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 * (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road - St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

Dianne K. Briery
CPA PLC

Certified Public
Accountant

LET US SIMPLIFY YOUR ACCOUNTING NEEDS

43 years of serving clients!

- Tax Planning and Prep for Business/Individual
+ QuickBooks Consulting/Training

« Church Accounting - Clergy Taxation

« Pension Plans - IRAs

TAX TIP

In the past, Required Minimum Distributions (RMD) began at age
72. Beginning in 2023, the age rises to 73. However, if you
turned 72 in 22, you must take your first distribution by April 1 of
2023. The beginning RMD rises to age 75 in 10 years (2033).
Another change regarding RMDs is that if you fail to take your
required RMD, the penalty is lowered to 25% from 50%. It goes
down to 10% if the failure is corrected timely.

Call today for your no cost consultation
No cost consultation limited to %2 hour.

904-880-3200 | www.dkbrierycpa.com

Located in the Julington Creek Business Park «12627 San Jose Blvd, Suite 601 « Jacksonville, Florida 32223

“?F — Xy

Bes:dentlal o a""'.VOWned
Perated

Commerclal ‘\ since foon

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Call today 904-262- 0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis. i

] 3760 KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [

BB\ JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE - 112-203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK - ST JOHNS, FL 32259
B ORANGE PARK OFFICE - 1584-B KINGSLEY AVENUE - ORANGE PARK. FL 32073
ATLANTIC OFFICE - 12740-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD - JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225
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Q: This month, a reader asked if you
could provide any information about
the different groups of people solicit-
ing donations at the corner of State
Road 13 and Race Track Road. What
are the criteria to do this and can
anything be done from a safety aspect,
since they often leave the median and
walk between cars stopped at the red
light?

A: We get lots of questions about this
topic in law enforcement ...
we enforcing laws in these instances?
The answer is that we were sued by an
individual in 2019 whom we thought
was in violation of Florida State Statute
316.2045, Obstruction of public streets,
highways, and roads — and he won. So
we are cautious at this point.

why aren’t

Q: Can you give some background on
this case?

A: Yes. It is a matter of public record.
Peter Vigue filed the lawsuit after more
than 50 contacts with law enforcement
between 2016 — 2018 and he was ar-
rested a few times for trespassing and
impeding traffic flow. The federal judge
who decided the case found in Vigue’s
favor based on Vigue’s First Amend-
ment rights. The judge felt that his First
Amendment rights outweighed the
public safety aspect.

In 2022, the Florida Legislature had to
revisit this statute in light of the lawsuit.
They made changes, including removing
the requirement for a permit to solicit
donations or panhandle on state roads.
Basically, FL Statute 316.2045 went
from a two page statute to a half page,
but it is now a much grayer area for us
to operate in.

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

Q: Were any other changes made?

A: Our county, along with Duval and
Clay counties, are currently considering
local ordinances on this topic. The St.
Johns County legal department is draft-
ing an ordinance that would prohibit
or restrict soliciting at intersections and
doesn’t distinguish between panhandling
and charitable donations. Violation
would be a second degree misdemeanor,
as opposed to the non-moving violation
that the Florida State Statute allows for.
The goal of the ordinance is to improve
safety of pedestrians and motorists at
intersections.

The first draft of the ordinance is due to
be completed in early March and then
the next step will be for it to move to
the Board of County Commissioners for
required readings and adoption.

Q: What should citizens do at this
point if they are concerned about a
particular instance of panhandling or
charitable donation solicitation at the
intersection?

A: Citizens should continue to call the
SJSO non-emergency number, (904)
824-8304 and we will let our deputies
know and make a discretionary call
about the particular situation.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you with any questions
or suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.
org or call me at (904) 824-8304.
Also, our website, www.sjso.org has

a wealth of resources, from alarm
registration to Crime Stoppers to our

Neighbors app.

Spring Forwarad'!
Daylight Saving Time begins
March 12 (2a.m.)

—

N\DAYLIGHT:

SAVING

TIMEBEGINS
24

WEAVERAND STRﬁ ON

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS
Ready. Set.

J.%)

70 SCHEDULE CONSULT
CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE:
904.264.KIDS | 269KIDS.COM

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.
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Health care providers to join forces
Flagler Health+ and UF Health, the
University of Florida’s academic health
center, have entered into an exclusive,
non-binding letter of intent to develop
plans to transform health care delivery
in the region, with a bold vision for the
future.

The move comes in the wake of the
recent decision by Flagler Health+ to
explore joining a like-minded health
system to enhance local health care
services and expand access to care in
the community. The Flagler Health+
Board of Trustees and leadership team
selected UF Health because the nation-
ally renowned health system offers the
strengths of a top 5 public research
institution coupled with innovative,
high-quality, leading-edge care that
will benefit the residents of Flagler, St.
Johns, Putnam, Clay and Duval coun-
ties.

The two organizations will now move
forward with detailed due diligence to-

ward the goal of Flagler Health+ becom-
ing part of UF Health later this year.

“We envision a future where the services
provided by Flagler Health+ meet all
our community members needs. We
are pleased with how our exploration

is progressing and look forward to the
possibility of making this vision a reality
with the University of Florida,” said
Flagler Health+ Board of Trustees Chair-
man Todd Neville. “Moving forward
with UF Health is the right next step
because of our shared commitment to
those we serve.”

Mori Hosseini, chair of the UF Board
of Trustees, said university and health
system leaders are looking forward to
magnifying opportunities to offer hope
and healing for patients and their fami-
lies through the delivery of world-class,

compassionate care.

“UF and UF Health are re-energizing
health care delivery throughout the state
of Florida,” Hosseini said. “We seek to
transform lives, and plans like these are

Personalized financial
advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise (ﬁ

Financial

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

| Chris Thompson

CFP$CRPC®
Financial Advisor
Associate Manager

904.380.2290

4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

a step toward tackling patients’ greatest
challenges and improving the health of
our communities. Collaboration and a
keen commitment to solutions is in our
DNA. We are up to the task and intend
to lead the way.”

Together, Flagler Health+ and UF
Health pledge to deliver the high-

est level of clinical quality and safety,
said David R. Nelson, M.D., senior
vice president for health affairs at the
University of Florida and president of
UF Health.

“UF Health has a long track record of
bridging scientific discovery with clini-
cal advances that improve the lives of
countless patients and of training the
next generation of health care provid-
ers,” Nelson said. “We are excited about
our shared vision with Flagler Health+
to take health care to the next level and
look forward to our ongoing discus-
sions as we collectively focus efforts

on delivering outstanding care for area
residents.”

Financial advisor earns 2022 Ameriprise
Client Experience Award

Chris Thompson, CFP °, CRPC ° a
managing director and associate man-
ager with Ameriprise Financial, Inc.

in Jacksonville, has earned the 2022
Ameriprise Client Experience Award.

Thompson was honored with this award
because of his ability to consistently
deliver personalized, goal-based advice
and exceptional client service. Award
recipients earned an overall client satis-
faction rating equal to or greater than
4.9 out of 5.0* and maintained stellar
business results.

The award represents an elite group of
Ameriprise advisors recognized as lead-
ers for their commitment to making a
difference in the lives of their clients. As
a Private Wealth Advisor/financial advi-
sor, Thompson provides financial advice
that is anchored in a solid understand-
ing of client needs and expectations and
is delivered in one-on-one relationships
with his clients.

Prudential Financial Planning Services

Financial Planner

@ Prudential

1008115-00004-00

Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP*, CLTC®

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name Prudential
Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered
representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.

701 San Marco Blvd

1st Floor

Jacksonville, FL 32207
904-313-4553

(omprehensive Financial Planning

D5404

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.

& StateFarm'

Don Haneline Ins Agency Inc
Don Haneline, Agent

196 Everest Ln Ste 3

Saint Johns, FL 32259-4102

Bus: 904-615-1415
insurewithdon.com

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”

| can save you time and money when you
bundle your home and auto insurance.
Call, click or stop by for a quote today.

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company.
State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington,IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lloyds
Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

3-month 6-month
%

4.60”

Richard D Paul Il
Financial Advisor
9965 San Jose Blvd #50

Jacksonville, FL 32257
904-880-4488

4.75

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Edward Jones > edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

1-year

4.85

%

APY*

%

APY*

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 02/17/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest
accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your
financial advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates
rise, the prices of CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value.
Early withdrawal may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to
compound. CDs offered through Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository
Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867L-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO., L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

Rep. Cyndi Stevenson files golf cart legislation

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Feb. 20, Rep. Cyndi Stevenson
filed House Bill 949 to improve the safe
operation of golf carts and other utility
vehicles.

Golf carts are increasingly used off the
golf course and are often viewed as a safe
mode of transportation; however, experi-
ence and research show that they can
cause significant injuries, particularly

to children. Children are more vulner-
able to serious golf cart related injuries,
specifically, to the head and neck.

HB 949 would apply to drivers of golf
carts and utility vehicles only when they
are operating on public roads. The bill:

* Increases the minimum age of drivers
from 14 to 16.

* Requires a learner’s permit or higher

level of licensure. This legislation will help to ensure those
utilizing golf carts are better equipped to
operate them. I am thankful Rep. Ste-
venson has agreed to lead the charge on
this effort and I look forward to working

with her on getting this bill passed.”

“The passage of this bill will reduce acci-
dents and serious injuries,” said Steven-
son. “I am grateful to St. Johns County
Sheriff Robert Hardwick who brought

this important issue to my attention.”
For more information on this bill, as

well as other bills filed during the 2023
Session, visit myfloridahouse.gov or con-
tact the office of Representative Steven-
son at (904) 823-2300.

St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick
said, “The safety and security of our
citizens and visitors is our No. 1 priority

at the St. Johns County Sheriff’s Office.
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DAY MARKET ACTIVITIES:
ProrEssioNAL EASTER BUNMY
PHOTOS, EASTER Ecc HumT,
BUNNY SNACKS WITH A STORY
HOSTED BY THE EASTER BUMNY,
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One Date, One Place - Two Markets!

Trout Creek Community Cir 6735 Collier Rd, 5t. Augustine

APRIL1,2023:10:00 AM - 3:00 PM
5:00 PM - 9:00 PM =

AND

NIGHT MARKET ACTIVITIES:
ApuLt SPriNc REnDwaL Room
FEATURING THE HOUSE oF BROWS,
JOYFULLY THANKFUL'S SKIN
ModsTurE Ban, FARTASY HaiR By
JEM, Tov NICHTS, A FLORAL SELFIE
STATION, ADULT CAMES,
CIvEAWAYS, COMTESTS, & MORE

joyfullythankful com /spring

An Even Brighter Future

Throughout nearly 77 years of continuous excellence, we’ve
learned many things. Importantly, that by working together,
with an unwavering commitment to our mission, we’ll ensure
an even brighter future for our community’s seniors.

—

=
RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

BEST

ML -INES.

=

Request River Garden
RiverGarden.org | (904) 260.1818

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

SAVE THESE DATES

i, e 27" ANNUAL
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" L+ WE PROUDLY WELCOME BACK TITLE SPONSOR
= JANNE & JODY BRANDENBURG
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anniversary day

Sunday| 3-6PM e —
MARCH 26, 2023 Aprill}2023
BBQ, FAMILY FUN & ANNUAL MEETING

peerp s G

REGISTRATION AVAILABLE ONLINE, OR CONTACT
MICHELLE BRANLY (904) 886.8431
MBRANLY @RIVERGARDEN.ORG
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11401 0D ST. AUGUSTINE ROAD, JACKSONVILLE, FL 32258

Heart of Jacksonville African Violet Society
announces annual show and sale

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Heart of Jacksonville African Violet
Society will stage a colorful exhibit

and sale of African Violets and other
Gesneriad specimens on Friday, March
24 and Saturday, March 25 at San Jose
Church of Christ, 6233 San Jose Blvd.
“Pearls of the Plant World” will be the
society’s 30th anniversary display and
sale of African Violets. This event is
open to the public.

The show and sale will feature an excep-
tional offering of these beautiful flower-
ing houseplants, with colors and sizes
for every taste and to fit every budget.
Available also will be unusual varieties,
starter plants, and hard-to-find supplies
for this hobby.

Photo courtesy Linda McQueen
Cajun'’s Blueberry Hill, a standard fantasy African violet.

Because they bloom year-round and
are easy to grow, African violets have
become the most popular houseplant.
On hand at the event will be member
experts to answer questions. Is your
treasured plant growing fewer or
infrequent blooms? Is wick watering
the best way to water a violet? How
often should you fertilize? What type
of fertilizer and how much? How
much light should they get? Are LED
lights beneficial> How often should
you repot?

And what are Gesneriads? They are
cousins to the African violet and like
the same growing conditions. Explore
the episcias, streptocarpus, primulinas,
alsobias, and many more.

The Heart of Jacksonville African
Violet Society has both experienced
growers and “newbies.” These mem-
bers share the joy of growing plants
and solve the occasional difficulty that
may arise from common mistakes or
setbacks.

Visit JacksonvilleViolets.org for more
information about “Pearls of the Plant
World,” club activities, and educational
resources in print and video.

Success and safety of swim lessons
using flotation devices

By Linda Bolger
mail@floridanewsline.com

Flotation Aided Swim Training is the
newest program available in the United
States to teach non-swimmers of all ages
how to be comfortable and confident in
the water by using United States Coast
Guard-approved Type I life jackets.
This is adaptable to all ages and abilities,
and is approved and accredited by the
Florida Department of Health.

Life jackets for young and old non-
swimmers make sense. There are zero
statistics related to drowning when a
lifejacket is utilized properly. Addition-
ally, you should always supervise your
child within an arm’s length for safety.

Forced submersion is often used in
swim lessons, but it has been known to
traumatize both the young and the old,
sometimes leading to drowning inci-
dents both fatal and non-fatal. Both the
Centers for Disease Control (CDC) and
American Academy of Pediatrics (AAP)
state “make US Coast Guard life jackets
and direct supervision by a responsible
adult a must” for non-swimmers. Imple-

menting a lifejacket during lessons is
just as essential.

Here are some things to consider when
evaluating a potential swim program:

1) What water safety measures are
utilized?

2) What is the student-to-teacher ratio?

3) How much instructional time does
your child receive during each lesson?

4) How many students are participating
in the swim lesson?

5) Are CDC and AAP water safety

guidelines being enforced?

6) Search online for Florida Department
of Health Swim Instructors Advisory
Counsel to ensure the program is listed
as approved. Liability is greatly increased
should a non-listed program proceed
with giving lessons.

Linda Bolger is the founder of the FAST
Swim Program. Email jen@fastswimpro-
gram.com for more information.

- i e =
Photos courtesy Jen Matthew

All ages can benefit from using flotation devices during swim lessons.



Field of Dreams
celebrates Opening Day

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

On a chilly but beautifully clear Saturday
morning, Feb. 4, umpire George Vancore
yelled “Play ball!” and the Field of Dreams
baseball league’s games were underway

on Opening Day. The Field of Dreams
Baseball League is a voluntary organiza-
tion that provides a safe ADA certified
facility where special needs children of all
ages (beginning with kindergarten) can
play baseball for free and be an active part
of a thriving athletic association.

“The day couldn’t have been better,”
Vancore said. “The kids were excited, all
the families were there, the Knights of
Columbus were in full regalia, and you
could smell the hot dogs being cooked at
the concession stand.”

At Field of Dreams, children with special
needs (intellectual or physical dis-
abilities) have the opportunity to play
baseball in an organized league; to wear
a uniform; have their names announced;
participate in the National Anthem be-
fore each game; and to be a player on an
athletic team. Vancore said the number
of participants this year so far is 210,
spread across 12 teams.

Registration is ongoing and always free.
In fact, everything is free at Field of
Dreams — uniforms, equipment, con-
cessions — due to the league’s generous
business partners and sponsors that cover
the $98 required to field a player for the

season.

Volunteer buddies, at least one per
special needs player, help with batting
and rounding the bases. Some buddies
are members of area youth or high school
athletic teams who volunteer year after
year. The Bartram Trail High School
baseball team and softball team contin-
ued their tradition of serving as Opening
Day buddies this year.

Every Saturday for 11 weeks (spread over
14 weeks due to school holidays), six
games of two innings each that last ap-
proximately one hour and 15 minutes are
played. The National Anthem is played
before each game. All players have their
name announced and everyone bats.
Vancore said the league accommodates all
types of special needs, from blind chil-
dren to those in wheelchairs and walkers.
Coaches are mostly local ESE teachers and
the children come from all over northeast
Florida to participate in Field of Dreams.

Vancore invites everyone to come out to
witness the special atmosphere at Field of
Dreams.

“We want you to see the smiles on the
kids’ faces — and the positive atmo-
sphere with no yelling,” he said.

For more information about Field of
Dreams or to register, visit www.fodbase-
ball.com or visit the league’s Facebook

page, “FieldofDreamsBaseballStJohns.”
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SUMMER
ADVENTURE
CLUB

Now Enrolling!

™

-

Enhanced Health & Safety Protocols

Balancing
Safety, Fun

& Learning
All Summer Long

Summer is almost here and Primrose® has the space for
your child to use their imagination as they explore, build
and create something new every day. By putting updated
health and safety protocols in place, you can enjoy some
well-deserved peace of mind that your child is having a safe,
active and adventurous summer that will lead to fewer
questions of “what are you watching?” and more

conversations about what they learned.

Learn more at PrimroseSummer.com

Primrose School of Julington Creek
904.230.2828 | PrimroseJulingtonCreek.com

Primrose School at St. Johns Forest
904.824.1100 | PrimroseStJohnsForest.com

Each Primrose school is a privately owned and operated franchise. Primrose Schools is a trademark of Primrose
School Franchising SPE, LLC. ©2021 Primrose School Franchising SPE, LLC. All rights reserved. Ages for Summer
Adventure Club program vary by location.
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Briefs

College exam prep classes scheduled
Friends of the Bartram Trail Library are
sponsoring a series of ACT and SAT
prep classes to be held at the Bartram
Trail Public Library. The dates of these
classes are March 23, 30, April 6, 13,
and 20. Classes are one hour and 15
minutes each.

Students may sign up for either or
both series. ACT classes will be from 5
p-m. — 6:15 p.m. and SAT classes will
be from 6:30 p.m. — 7:45 p.m. The
sessions will include two English/Read-
ing and two Math. Following a practice
test completed at home, the fifth and
final session will be a review session
from 5 p.m. — 6:15 p.m. for English/
Reading and from 6:30 p.m. — 7:45
p.m. for Math. Students should bring

their calculators.

Each series of five sessions costs $45, or

$90 to attend both.

This set of classes will be the final one for
the 2022 — 2023 school year. There is a
cap of 20 students per series. The last day
to register is March 19, 2023, unless the
cap is reached prior to this date.

Registration information can be ob-
tained at the Bartram Trail Library or
by contacting Phyllis Macy at mac-
ypl7@yahoo.com

Church announces Lenten fish fry dates
For more than 20 years, the Men’s
Club and Ladies’ Guild of Our Lady
of Good Counsel Church have pitched
in to present an old fashioned Fish Fry
dining experience in St. Augustine.

Dining-in is a casual, comfortable at-
mosphere with friendly table service for
meals with background music accom-
paniment. Drinks are available. The
setting is ideal for a family meal and
suits a gathering of friends interested in
good food and fun times. Traditional
fried fish dinners will be available for
dine-in and take-out; call-in and drive-
through services are not supported.

The dinner menu will be served from
4:30 p.m. — 6:30 p.m. on March 3, 10,
17, 24, and 31. The menu includes two
fried fish options: two battered fried
cod filets or 12 large fried shrimp. A
cod filet and six shrimp combo will be
available also. All meals will include
fries, coleslaw, hush puppies and a
dessert. Donations are $13 per entrée;
children seven years and older will pay
$6 while children younger than seven
eat for free. Cash and personal checks
are accepted.

Our Lady of Good Counsel Church

is located at 5950 State Road 16, St.
Augustine, in the World Golf Village
area. Contact Frank Raccioppi at (904)
315-8110 or Ted Kuchar at (904) 347-

7015 for more information.

Newcomers of North St. Johns
announces Bingo and book drive
luncheon

Newcomers of North St. Johns will
host its monthly luncheon meeting on
Tuesday, March 21, beginning at 11
a.m. at Al Dente’s Ristorante Italiano,
90 Shops Blvd. Doors open at 10:30
a.m. The event will feature games of

Finding the right doctor
just got easlier.

Areas of expertise include:

e Sports/school physicals
e Immunizations

e Well child visits

e Preventive/GYN exams
® Disease management

WE'VE MOVED!

904.287.2794

baptistprimarycare.net

Nina Mcintosh, PA-C, Sarah Hagerbrant, DO, Jaime Kibler, DO,
Donald J. Levine, MD, Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios,
PA-C, are dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life.
They offer you and your family a medical home, where you can enjoy
an ongoing relationship with your personal physician. Convenient.
Caring. Connected. That's changing health care for good.

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
30 Ardisia Lane o St. Johns, FL 32259

e Minor skin lesion and
mole removal

e Osteopathic treatment

¢ On-site lab

 BAPTIST
W Primary Care

© Baptist Health 2022

Bingo and great prizes.

As part of this special luncheon event,
members are encouraged to bring a

children’s book as a donation to the St.
Johns County Public Library System.\

“Last year, we were able to collect

more than 40 books to give to the
Main Library in St. Augustine and also
generated $300 in cash donations,” said
Pat Lett, co-president of Newcomers of
North Saint Johns. “We were thrilled
to be able to collect such a wonderful
variety of children’s books. Because

of our members’ generosity, kids in

our area will be able to keep up their
reading skills during the summer and
beyond.”

Following lunch, attendees will play
three games of Bingo with the opportu-
nity to win prizes. As always, raffles for
gift baskets and a fun 50/50 drawing
spice up the luncheon.

The cost for the luncheon and program
is $30 for members and $35 for guests.
All reservations must be received by
March 13. Visit hteps://newcomersof-
northstjohns.org for more information
about the luncheon and membership.

The Newcomers of North St. Johns
offers a wide variety of activities in-
cluding smaller lunch groups, Bunco,
Canasta, wine socials, golf, Mah Jongg,
holiday parties, day trips and cultural
events.

Bartram Trail Newcomers’' and Women's
Club to host March luncheon

The Bartram Trail Newcomers” and
Women’s Club will hold its March
meeting and luncheon on Tuesday,
March 14 at 11 a.m. at the St. Johns
Golf and Country Club located at 205
St. Johns Golf Drive. Doors will open
at 10:30 a.m. The entertainment will
be determined at a later date.

The cost of the luncheon will be

$32; make checks payable to BTNC
and mail to: Deborah Russell 12376
Fireberry Ct., Jacksonville, FL 32258.
Payment must be received no later than
March 9 and be sure to indicate entrée
choice on the check memo line. Visit
www.facebook.com/BTNCI1 for food
choices and updated entertainment
information.

The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and
Women’s Club meets the second Tues-
day of every month from September
to May for lunch. In addition to the
monthly meetings, the club has a wide
variety of interest groups, including
Bridge, Continental Rummy, Pennies
Canasta, Mexican

Chicken Train dominoes, Bunko, Mah
Jongg, golf, recipe exchange, monthly
special events, book club, lunch and
matinee, Lunch Divas, Ladies Night
Out, a nature walk group and commu-
nity projects. Email First Vice President
Linda Beard at bartramtnc@gmail.com
for club information.

St. Johns County launches Recycle
Coach app

Recycle Coach is live. St. Johns County
teamed up with Recycle Coach to help
educate residents on proper recycling.
By downloading the Recycle Coach app

or visiting recyclestjohns.com, resi-
dents can get their curbside collection
schedule, sign up for alerts, and quickly
learn how to dispose of different waste
materials properly.

The Recycle Coach app also has image
recognition software that can quickly
identify if an item is recyclable.

Download the Recycle Coach app on
the Apple App Store or Google Play.

County Road 2209 sidewalk update

St. Johns County Public Works has
closed the existing sidewalk along
County Road 2209. The existing
sidewalk will be removed and a new,
improved sidewalk along County Road
2209 will be constructed in time for
the 2023-2024 school year.

By law, the State of Florida provides
transportation funding for students
who live two or more miles from a
school. For students living within a
two-mile radius of a school, a walking
path to the school must be maintained.
The existing sidewalk is used by stu-
dents who live within a two-mile radius
of Liberty Pines Academy.

Due to the sidewalk closure, the St.
Johns County School District will
provide temporary transportation in
the way of school buses to the affected
students living within a two-mile
radius of Liberty Pines Academy for
the remainder of the 2022-2023 school
year. This began on Feb. 21.

Beginning with the 2023-2024 school
year, students living within a two-mile
radius of Liberty Pines Academy will be
able to use the newly constructed side-
walk to travel to school and return home.

AAUW offers four scholarships

AAUW St Augustine Branch is offering
three scholarships this year honoring
Jean Luoma, Diane Boyce and Alice
Bosselman for their years of dedicated
service to St. Augustine and AAUW.
Local college and university students
who are residents of St. Johns County
and have sophomore status in fall 2023
are eligible. Two scholarships are $2,000
each and the third one is $1,500.

The fourth scholarship is a nursing
scholarship in honor of Lisa R. Brasero,
a compassionate nurse who passed away
in 2021, offered by her parents Carol
and Michael Rothfeld. Carol Rothfeld
is a member of AAUW St. Augustine
Branch. The awardee will receive
$1,000 per year throughout her nurs-
ing program until the achievement of
an Associate of Arts Registered Nurse
(AARN) or Bachelor of Science Nurs-
ing (BSN) degree. Upon graduation
and entrance into the workforce, the
awardee receives an additional $500.

The scholarship criteria and application
can be found at the following website:
https://staugustine-fl.aauw.net/scholar-

ship/

Deadline for receipt of the completed
application to the scholarship commit-
tee is March 30, 2023. Information
about AAUW St. Augustine is available
at staugustine-fl.aauw.net, aauw.org,
and on Facebook, AAUW St. Augus-

tine.
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Born in Bogota, Columbia, Claudia
Smith is now a Spanish teacher
and L.E.E. instructor at Cunning-
ham Creek Elementary, Freedom
Crossing Academy, and Juling-
ton Creek Elementary who was
recently named Florida Foreign
Language Association’s 2023
Teacher of Promise. The Florida
Foreign Language Association’s vi-
sion is for a linguistically and cultural-
ly inclusive Florida and L.E.E., which
provides Spanish language instruc-
tion in St. Johns County elementary

q 9 .0 Photo courtesy LEE.
schools, is a member of the association.

Claudia Smith

Smith’s passion for her native language
and culture is strong. She delights in
teaching others and serving her com-
munity.

known as the “Athens of South Amer-
ica” because of all the culture and arts
in the city. Throughout my childhood,
I was cultivated to learn and speak
with the best pronunciation of the
Spanish language. I earned my univer-
sity degree in logistics and was already
working in international business by
the time I came to the United States.

“I am honored to be recognized by
FFLA and the local program,” Smith
said. “My enthusiasm about teaching
Spanish, which is my native language,
helps me to instruct primarily English-
speaking children as they engage in
learning a second language. I am dedi-
cated to training, teaching, practicing,
and developing the best learning tech-
niques to help young people become
fluent in foreign languages.”

Q: How and why did you come to
the United States?

A: I really wanted to improve the level
of my English. I moved to Miami

and took continuing education classes
at the University of Miami. Then

I moved to Gainesville to work for
Santa Fe Community College before

I moved to Jacksonville in 2001. I felt
I needed to be near the ocean to most
fully utilize my experience in interna-
tional business. I feel that when you
want something you pray about it and
God opens doors. My first job in Jack-
sonville was with Beaver Street Fish-
ery, where they had an international
department, but no one spoke Spanish!
For a time I did volunteer work as a

Smith lives in St. Johns with her hus-
band, Taryn Karl.

Q: What was it like growing up in
Bogota?

A: I grew up in a family that loved
reading and learning. Bogota is

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com
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By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

translator for a Latin magazine because
when you have a passion for some-
thing, I feel you should help your
community. Next I worked at
Crowley, where I traveled to
El Salvador to train people
and make sure the com-
pany’s customer service was
up to plan.

husband?

A: I met my husband, known
as TK, in 2015 when I was
attending a Latin church and
teaching a Spanish class. He was
confused that I was Latin, but didn’t
love to party at nightclubs. I told him
that instead, I loved barbecue food and
country music! We were married in
2016.

Q: How did you come to work with
L.E.E.2

A: I had experience teaching Spanish
lessons. When I first lived in St. Johns
County, a family I knew asked if I
could teach their son Spanish, so that’s
when I started giving lessons one-on-
one. I started working with L.E.E. in
2021 after interviewing in both Span-
ish and English with Donna Guzzo.

I had retired from my job in 2019
and dedicated my life to service to the
community and teaching Spanish.

Q: What’s your favorite part of
teaching children Spanish?

A: I feel a passion for Spanish and I
really love teaching it to others. My
favorite part is when, every week when
parents pick up their children from
my class, the children love to share
everything they learned. It shows that
they love what they are learning and

it shows the importance of learning
another language.

Q: How did you meet your

Rookie teacher cont. from pg.1

shell, icing, candies, and an edible pen
to provide a learning-by-immersion
method for students to be in charge of
their own learning.

Gillespie recently received the honor of
having her own classroom for the first
time, with previous experience as an
associate teacher and paraprofessional
in the classroom. Her philosophy of
teaching is that every child who enters
her classroom will have a fair and equal
chance to learn in a safe environment,
and the tools to be the best human be-
ing they can be to better the world.

“I encourage my young students to
know they are never alone in their
education and are safe to share their
thoughts in school. Our classrooms are
places for all teachers to acknowledge
and carry out their duties as trustworthy
professionals who help their students ex-
plore and learn,” said Gillespie. “I thank
my husband and family for supporting
my decision to become a teacher as my
second career and I am grateful for the
opportunity and honor.”

Clauson is a seventh and eighth grade
Spanish teacher at Sebastian Middle
School with more than 12 years of
teaching students in English, Spanish,
English for Speakers of Other Lan-
guages (ESOL), and reading. As Teacher
of the Year, Clauson will represent St.
Johns County at the State of Florida
Teacher of the Year event in July 2023.

Ninety-nine educators from each public
school in the St. Johns School District
and the Florida School for the Deaf and
Blind were honored during the event
on Feb. 2 hosted by Investing in Kids
(INK!). Tim Forson, St. Johns County
Superintendent of Schools, congratu-
lated all honored educators for their
professionalism and profound dedica-
tion to their students. More than 950
guests attended the program themed
“We're Wild About Teachers,” including
educators from throughout the District,
families, friends, students, local school
district officials, and dignitaries.

T

MY

St Johns
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)

904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach
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20% OFF
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One regularly !
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priced item !

Valid in-store at the participating stores |
listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird

Food, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC :

I

Memberships, Campania Baths or Sale
Items. Cannot be combined with other

U

World Golf Village

180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wwbu.com/staugustine
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CLUES DOWN
CLUES ACROSS
1. Woman (French) 29. Journalist Tarbell
1. Millisecond 35. Collegiate women’s fraternity 2. Province of Pakistan 31. Bar bill
5. Narcotic drug 36. To the __ degree 3. This (Spanish) 34. Hong Kong food stall:

11. Accident 39. Gasteyer and de Armas are two 4. Transportation device pai dong
14. Formal submissions 41. Blood type 5. Greater in importance 36. Not messy
15. Popular 70s rock band 42. Looked over or priority 37. Species that includes reedmace
18. Discourage from doing 44. Language of Cameroon and Chad 6. The human foot 38. Former MLB catcher Ed
19. More socially elite 46. Species of armadillo 7. Within 40. Northern U.S. state
21. Arid 47. Touch softly 8. Consumed 43. Wilt
23. A way to look 49. Part of your upper body 9. Respectful Malaysian term 45. Commercial
24. Heroes 52. Large, stocky lizards 10. Therefore 48. Bolivian river
28. A surfer rides it 56. Lack of social or ethical standards 12. Ceased to exist 50. Nursemaid
29. Potato state 58. Congressman 13. Type of macaroni 51. A car needs four
30. Insect repellent 60. Unofficial force 16. English composer 53. Guns (slang)
32. Cool! 62. As a result of this utterance 17. Wooded tract 54. American state
33. Have already done 63. A main branch of Islam 20. Tall, slender-leaved plant 55. Clusters of fern fronds

22. 36 inches 57. Body part

25. Take too much (abbr.) 58. A person’s brother or sister

5 26. Allow 59. Breed of sheep native to Sweden
- 27. Individually 61.Of 1

SPRING BREAK WORD SEARCH ABCDEFGH
WORDS CR ! P 9 F u N

BEACH
BEVERAGES [ ( (9] £ *F P =~ *

BREAK Determine the code ko reveal bhe answer!
CELEBRATE
COLLEGE
CONTEST
CROWDS
ESCAPE

FUere. 23 8 9 9 4 14

NOISY
OCEAN
PARTY

REFRESHMENTS

REVELRY 24 8 9 1 25 5
SEMESTER
SOUTH
SPRING
SUNSHINE

SWIMSUIT 1 2 5 4
TRAFFIC
TRAVEL
VACATION

WARM 5 2 21 13

Solve the code to discover words related to spring.
Each number corresponds to a letter.
(Hint: 9 = O)

<HArFF<EZodxm-SuomEmMu<unn
OCH-EAHOArOomMmrMwIrP-AmM<co-
CCOLVNONEMUNAOIHOE<S<WNZ20X
Or<mMmXUOUNUVWOHS=TH»O0OWMICKr
EUVHHENOAW T IHULTEH—SUMC
I=EZDZO0XO>PTMCUIVA-HIC=EI<=T
- TUTrOo-HI<KTIT<LVLIOS<TOWPH-MO
ZVTOAXIMZHOAOVNTUV> DI <IT
CVHEPUONFrHZITM=E=VT-HOEHOD
<SO-MMIZTONZOH->»A><rwWw=
WrFrIZ2Z2<VE2Z<0U0I>0N<TTHWOTMIT
MWOMNMIO=ZIOr==EC==Vnmm>»0O=C
ITCUV=E=E=2NCTAUOCEM>»NONOMI=
EWXZMXI>PXMHHIHOMOAOIZN
OHTT>AIAVVMEIETEIINP>PCL<IOZ
NA>NO0O0O=ZOrMW<IrZXVOoooo
AMZHIUVNZCcnLIdNnOoOrrmomHODO
Z0XLVLVLOTITIVLITMIPUOFNFS—-HU0NZC
—-nc=EsocCcnNn==ununnumuom<z=Z=20n0-
4 -H VO TMETOWOIFTIOIA<OM>

Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

Community Marketplace Call U o Residential

. FTWASH e Commercial AIR CONDITIONING * PLUMBING * ELECTRICAL
(904) 886-4919 for adVErtlsmg \_/ Call Steve today! RESIDENTIAL REMODELING
From Green 904-230-3749 NEW CONSTRUCTION / REMODEL / SERVICE WORK
to CLEAN! 1-888-33-SOFTWASH 904-737-6337

Whole House / Driveway / Walkway / Patio / Roof WatsonConstructionGroup.com
Screen Enclosure / Pool Deck / Fence + More!

———— . °Pressure Wash m n
SUPERIOR | g J Soft Wash Tov .;%:

Building Services: CBC1263291 Plumbing: CFC057343
HVAC: CAC1816040. Electric: EC13010558

ROS&I’iO'S Paintin g SNIP ’s TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Exterior Painting - Pressure Washing Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Where Quality meets Affordability PalI| Okl eVitCh
I ’ ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.

Licensed/Insured ® Senior/Military Discount  Free Estimate

vew . i Call today |
*Driveways <Walkways floridaconcreteworks.com . -
povers ConcetoRemowal (o000 100 | (©04) 3143824 e

+Patios +Driveway Extension the homeowner since 2002

Ruben Rosario i (904) 268-1017 WWW.SnlpStree.Com

S Y T T] ][] [PAVERS CONGRETE & MORE

Tear Out and Replace

(904) 294-1735 i

* Pool Deck Remodel
Free Estimate

¢ Water Softeners
¢ Media Rebeds
RN R GELL'S AQUA MAINTENANCE, LLC
° Aeratlon/OXIdallﬂn TURN ON THE WATER...WE'LL DO THE REST

e Chemical Feed www.gellsaquam.com

o UV steriliza“on » Residential and Commercial |

« Cartridge Filtration ﬁm[ﬁ&ﬂyﬂzﬁm \

Systems

FREE ESTIMATES
Multiple Stump Discount

904-651-5593

Licensed & Insured Licensed, insured, bonded

Call today 904.238.8636 oy ::
Chris Gell/Owner 1031 S

&-_|--.-
Licensed & Insured

CALL FOR CRAFTERS

Mandarin United Methodist Women is seeking = Moving and Delivery Services
crafters for our 33rd annual craft festival. = Cleanouts and Removals '

LONGLEAF RIDES LLC If you make handmade items and are interested, = Handyman Services
TR O TN T Ve et N[22 please contact Darlene at desquared3@gmail.com
Alberto Trinchetta Crafters say this show is one of the best! 904-456-2242

Call or text: 516-547-6512 OCTOBER 7, 2023 g VETERAN

Email: longleafrides@gmail.com AT 11270 SAN JOSE BLVD., JACKSONVILLE, FL 32223

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements! Call for details (904) 886-4919



Dental insurance - Phy-
sicians Mutual Insur-
ance Company. Covers
350 procedures. Real
insurance - not a dis-
count plan. Get your free
dental info kit! 1-855-
526-1060 www.dental-
50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen ther-
apy users! Inogen One
G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only
2.8 pounds. Free info
kit. Call 877-929-9587

VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00. 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafol

Prepare for power out-
ages today with a GEN-
ERAC home standby
generator $0 Down +
Low Monthly Pmt Re-
quest a free Quote. Call
before the next power
outage: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter clean-
ing forever! LeafFilter,
the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter
protection. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior

& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER UP-
DATES in as little as ONE
DAY! Affordable prices
- No payments for 18
months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional
installs. Senior & Mili-
tary Discounts avail-
able. Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet no
matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/mo!
Unlimited Data is Here.
Stream Video.Bundle TV
& Internet. Free Installa-
tion. Call 866-499-0141

Become a published
author. We want to read
your book! Dorrance
Publishing trusted
since 1920. Consulta-
tion, production, promo-
tion & distribution. Call
for free author's guide
1-877-729-4998 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free In-
stallation, Smart HD DVR
Included, Free Voice Re-
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Job Finder:

Betty Griffin Center is Hiring Shelter Advocates. Help bring healing and
hope to survivors. Email info@bettygriffincenter.org or call 904.808.8544

LIFE ENRICHMENT COORDINATOR. Would you enjoy leading crafts, games
and other activities for seniors? River Garden is seeking a creative indi-
vidualto jointhe Activities team. Recent experience preferred, though not
required. Apply in person or online https://www.rivergarden.org/careers/

Looking for a good hand , must have reliable transportation and have a
general knowledge of Exterior cleaning windows and pressure washing.
Please contact@powwashjax.com

Genesis Home Health Services is now hiring CNAs & HHAs. We offer
competitive wages and all shifts are available. Some positions require
COVID vaccinations. Email resumes to info@genesishomehealthservices.
com or call (904) 246-3348 to apply.

For great clinical & Non-clinical Career opportunities in Jacksonville.
Please visit our website: ufhealthjax.jobs Sign on bonuses for Nursing

Prepare for power g CCNERAC

outages today

WITH A HOME STANDEY GEWERATOR

FREE
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S0 NONET DOWN = LOW MONTELY PATRIENT OFTIONS

REGUEST A FREE QUOTE
(866) 643-0438
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- éall today and ;‘;:ceivmw,&
~— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
S PLUS $1600 OFF

and other clinical positions

mote. Some restrictions
apply. Promo Expires
1/31/24. 1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell
solar plus battery
storage system. Save
money, reduce reli-
ance on grid, prepare
for outages & power
your home. Full installa-
tion services. $0 down
financing option. Re-
quest free no obligation
quote. 1-877-539-0299

Safe Step. North Amer-
ica's #1 Walk-in tub.
Comprehensive lifetime
warranty. Top-of-the-

line installation and
service. Now featuring
our free shower pack-
age & $1600 off - limited
time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306

Switch and save up to
$250/yr on talk, text
& data. No contract or
hidden fees. Unlimited
talk & text with flexible
data plans. Premium
nationwide coverage.
100% U.S. based cus-
tomer service. Limited
time get $50 off any
new account, Use code
GIFT50. 1-855-903-3048

Attention Homeowners!
If you have water dam-
age and need cleanup
services, call us! We'll
get in & work with your
insurance agency to get
your home repaired and
your life back to nor-
mal ASAP! 855-767-7031

MobileHelp, America’s
premier mobile medical
alert system. Whether
you're home or away.
For safety & peace of
mind. No long term
contracts! Free bro-
chure! 1-888-489-3936

Free high speed inter-

14
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¥
| SAFENYSTEP

WaAaLK-IN TuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase of a new Safe Step Walk-inTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchase. Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
offer at time of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

net if qualified. Govt.
pgm for recipients of
select pgms incl. Med-
icaid, SNAP, Housing
Assistance, WIC, Veter-
ans Pension, Survivor
Benefits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time
$20 copay. Free ship-
ping. Call Maxsip Tele-
com! 1-833-758-3892

Caring for an aging
loved one? Wonder-
ing about options like

senior-living communi-
ties and in-home care?
Caring.com’s Family
Advisors help take the
guesswork out of se-
nior care for your fam-
ily. Free, no-obligation
consult: 1-855-759-1407

Inflation is at 40 year
highs. Interest rates are
way up. Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Car Loans.
Do you have $10k or
more in debt? Call Na-
tional Debt Relief to find

out how to pay off your
debtforsignificantly less
than whatyou owe! Free
quote: 1-877-592-3616

Wesley Financial Group,
LLC Timeshare Can-
cellation ExpertsOver
$50,000,000 in time-
share debt & fees can-
celled in 2019. Get free
info package & learn
how to get rid of your
timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive
reviews. 833-308-1971

Wacky Waffle Wednesday is

Rotary Club to fund

back at Trout Creek!

ny

-
== |
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Photos courtesy Carolyn Karger
Seniors at COA's Trout Creek Senior Center are delighted that their monthly “Wacky Waffle Wednesday” is back in action.
This used to be a tradition before COVID, and now it's back and better than ever. The Trout Creek Senior Center will host
“Wacky Waffle Wednesday" on the first Wednesday of each month. Contact Program Coordinator Myra Fisher at (904)
209-3658 or mfisher@coasjc.org with any questions and to register to attend.

fictitious name:

is as follows:

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed pursuant to the Fictitious Name
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes,
will register with the Division of Cor-
porations, Department of State, State of
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the

Fictitious Name: Express DTF Transfers

Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in
business at address that the (party) (par-
ties) interested in said business enterprise

Company: Promo Penguin, LLC
Address : 267 Holland Drive,

City & State: St Augustine, FL 32095
County: St Johns County

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that the under-
signed pursuant to the Fictitious Name
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes,
will register with the Division of Cor-
porations, Department of State, State of
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the
fictitious name:

MOCHIATSU

Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in
business at address that the (party) (par-
ties) interested in said business enterprise
is as follows:

FIASLLC

1000-05 PONCE DE LEON BLVD.
ST. AUGUSTINE, FL 32086
SAINT JOHNS

drinking water system

in Honduras

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Rotary Club of Bartram Trail -
Julington Creek has announced the ap-
proval of $55,303 for construction of a
water system for a mountain village in
Honduras.

This project will provide a complete
drinking water system that will satisfy the
needs of the community. The proposed
potable water system of the la Virtud vil-
lage will have a system that will work by
gravity, which will be fed from a stream
which is channeled into a small water
pond, located in the village. It will have

a new dam that will be four feet high to
provide the necessary flow to fill the re-
charge tank with 20,000 gallons of water.
The proposed water system will supply
65 houses, two schools and one church,
serving approximately 350 people and
will improve the quality of living in the
community.

The new water system will be under
control of the local water board, made
up of village users with oversight from
authorities in San Pablo Sula. Individ-
ual users will be charged a flat fee for
connection and usage. These fees will
pay for the operation and maintenance
of the system. Users will be trained in
water conservation.

The village of la Virtud, Honduras is
a community that produces mostly
vegetable crops such as chili peppers,

chives, watercress, tomatoes, carrots,
radishes, cabbage and potatoes, and
plantations of coffee. The village is in
the el Merendon mountain range, 16
miles from the city limits of San Pedro
Sula. It has the basic services available
(water, electricity and mobile tele-
phone), but they lack a drinking water
system from which they could supply
each house in the community. Many
have their own line from the nearest
source by means of added hoses. The
school, kindergarten and the Catholic
Church do not have water supply;
they pull in buckets for the bathrooms
when they are in use.

The village’s water source was abun-
dant until 1998, when a landslide

due to Hurricane Mitch destroyed the
entire watershed and forest around it.
The community has a spring that gives
approximately two inches of water in
summer and more water in the winter
due to the rains.

According to Elle Lynch of the Rotary
Club of Bartram Trail, the Rotary
Club of La Virtud has contracted with
professionals who will construct the
project.

“Our club is planning a visit during
the construction phase so we can at
least be observers of the work,” Lynch
said. “We are in the final planning
stages of this project, and actual con-
struction should begin soon.”
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www.fruitcove.com
501 State Rd 13, St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.0996

Worship 2:30 & 11am
Connect Groups 92:30 & 11am

O O © eruicoverc

-~ Fruit Cove

Clarity for Life

Funeral « Crematory « Memorial Park

@CRMQ

LUTREE BT

[Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you|
WWW.CRAIGFUNERALHOME.COM * (904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Ballroom dance and venue rental

HELP LOCAL
CHILDREN THRIVE

By Suppovting Dawmiel Today

s

Due to abuse, neglect or serious emotional
issues, many local children don’t have the stable
ground and nourishment necessary to grow into
healthy, happy adults. Daniel’s experienced team
can provide the support and tools they need to
ourish, but we need your help.
DUR DONATION CAN
y counseling for abused children
nect neglected children with foster families
ovide homeless teens with shelter and support
2angthen and reunify high-risk families

daniel

IWp¥oving the odds fov kids

e

Please Domate

danielkids.org
904.296.1055

Nutrition
Check

March is National Nutrition Month,
which is when it is important to
focus attention on the importance of
making informed food choices and
developing sound eating and physi-
cal activity habits. As part of this
month’s celebration, a goal is to in-
crease the awareness of RDNs as the
indispensable providers for food and
nutrition services and recognize their
commitment to helping people lead
happy, healthier lives. In light of this
month being about celebrating nutri-
tion and working towards improved
eating habits, I thought we could go
over a couple of inclusive, supportive
eating habits.

Kr| }

1. Develop a mindful eating pat-
tern: Mindful eating is an approach
that focuses on an individual’s
sensual awareness of the food and
their experience of the food. Ways
this can be achieved is:

* Pay attention to food you eat to
include balance, moderation, and
variety

* Eat slowly to enjoy the food’s taste
and flavors

* Listen to your body’s signals of full-
ness and hunger

2. Enjoy food traditions and social
experiences:

National Nutrition Month

icks-| Woof PhD, RD and Rayonna Hills BS
or| anews

Ine.com

* Be creative when eating, try a new
dish or cuisine to explore different
taste and textures

* Be open to cultural traditions while
eating

* Pair eating with socialization with
friends, family, or others

3. Appreciate foods’ flavors:
* Savor each bite of your food
* Eat slowly, one bite at a time

* Try new flavors and experiment
with diverse spices and seasonings

This month, step out of your com-
fort zone and try something new
when it comes to how you eat and
what you eat. The tips listed above
are just a few ways that you can in-
corporate new ideas into your food
culture. If you are ever unsure or
would like to know more ways to
improve your diet, do not hesitate
to consult a registered dietitian nu-
tritionist (RD/RDN). Visit www.
eatright.org/find-a-nutrition-expert
to find a nutrition expert.

Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN,
CLC, FAND is an assistant professor
in the Department of Nutrition and
Dietetics, Brooks College of Health,
University of North Florida.

Advertise your kid-friendly business in our

Summer Camp
and Activities Guide!

Contact Linda Gay 904-607-5062
or Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

to find out how!

APPEARING
IN OUR APRIL AND
MAY ISSUES

s WILLIE'S OLD SIRO0L WULES OF HBQ s | bl

EVERY MEAL :.
comeed with adie of ***. .
? SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY.

SHOKED FOR HOURS

SERVEDR IN MINETES

Seniors Happy Hour
Mon - Fri ® 4pm - 6pm
15% discount for seniors
age 60 & over.
Dine-in only.

SS5.

puruhaua nr $25 or more

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH, UBER EATS, AND GRUB HUB!

Turkey Tuesday!

$2 off any adult turkey sandwich,
platter, or salad. Dine-in only.

View our full menu

Kids eat FREE on Wednesday!
5:30pm-8pm
1 Kids Meal free (10 & under)
with purchase of 1 adult
platter. Dine-in only.

and order online!

www.Williedewells.com ¢ (904) 342-3373

105 Murabella Parleway, 5t. Augustine FL 32092
(next Lo the Publix at the corner of SH-16 and Pacett! Road. )

§ Like us at far:EI:::::c:I':.r:unﬂw'rfiiejeweﬂs;mrldgnif for information on-promotions and other-events!
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Pantry
Raiders

Get

St. Patrick’s Day began as an op-
portunity to honor St. Patrick, the
patron saint of Ireland, who was
credited with bringing Christianity
to this island nation. Through the
years, St. Patrick’s Day has trans-
formed into a celebration of Irish
culture as well as a day for fun and
fanfare — and no celebration would
be complete without delicious food.

Although corned beef may not be
the most authentic representation of
Irish cuisine, it certainly has become
synonymous with St. Patrick’s Day.
During the early influx of Irish im-
migrants to North America, corned
beef was more readily available than
some other cuts of meat from the
Emerald Isle. When cooking St.
Patrick’s Day dinner this year, the
process can be made even easier
with the use of a slow cooker. Try
this recipe for “Corned Beef and
Cabbage” from “CrockePot® 365
Year-Round Recipes” (Publications
International) from the CrockePot
kitchens.

Corned Beef and Cabbage

Makes 6 to 8 servings

12 new red potatoes, quartered
4 carrots, sliced

Although the calendar says it’s March, it
might as well be April because it seemed
like we skipped February. I can't believe
how many 80 degree days we had last
month. We'll see how much that jump
starts spring fishing for us.

Specks are still biting, but expect them
to be more scattered as those that are
done spawning return to deeper haunts
and a few late to the party will occupy
the shallower waters. You may have to
put in some time searching for them as
you fish shallow and deep until you find
where most of them are. I like using jigs
for this since you can cover the whole
water column.

Bass fishing is also a good bet this
month. I typically start transitioning

to bass fishing in mid- to late Febru-
ary as the speck fishing gets tougher
and the big female bass start moving to
edges waiting to bed. Whether you like
throwing artificials or shiners, it’s a great
month to catch a giant.

‘ Jimmy's Fishing Report

iINnto the Irish

spirit

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

1 corned beef brisket (about 4
pounds)

2 onions, sliced

3 whole bay leaves

8 whole black peppercorns

1 head cabbage, cut into wedges

1. Place potatoes and carrots

in bottom of slow cooker. Add
brisket, onions, bay leaves, and
peppercorns. Add enough water to
cover brisket. Cover; cook on low
4 to 5 hours or on high 2 to 2 /5
hours.

2. Add cabbage. Continue cook-
ing on low 4 to 5 hours longer or
on high 2 to 2 ¥ hours longer.
Slice brisket against the grain, and
serve with vegetables.

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Corned Beef and Cabbage

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

Smaller redfish and sheepshead are
showing up in the river, so you definite-
ly have a reason to venture out to the
main river. We caught shrimp in March
last year, so it might be worth throw-
ing the net a few times to get some bait
until the season closes at the end of the
month. Docks, shell beds, and points
are good places to try if you find some

shrimp.

Surf fishing is picking up and as soon

as the beach water temperatures get 65
degrees and warmer, pompano will be
back in the picture. Whiting will be too,
but a lot of them have stuck around
through the winter. Target clean water
with high quality bait like clams, sand
fleas, and the freshest shrimp you can
get for best results. I'll buy live shrimp
from the bait shop and use that.

Hopefully the 90 degree days hold off
just a little longer so we can enjoy some
great fishing in comfortable weather.

Tight lines.
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. E Join us for a family friendly 5K and help support your local
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community. Proceeds will help Betty Griffin Center save lives
of domestic and sexual abuse victims in St. Johns County.

Volunteer Opportunities Available!

For information & registration, please visit:
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MODERN AESTHETIC

C ENTERSDS

ENHANCE
YOUR IMAGE —

IMPROVE YOUR WELLNESS

Dermal Fillers | Wrinkle Relaxers
Body Sculpting | Wellness

Hair Removal & Restoration
Skin Rejuvenation

Book your appointment
tuduy at macflorida.com

iﬂED sulnt .luhns Purl:wuy Suita IIH
904.526.7480

Wan = Fro Bam = Bpm | Soturday hours ovalloblo by rocuost
Medical Director - Dr. David Moblay
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You're
Invited!

Frangipani Julington has proudly been serving
the community for 1 year.

What to lock forward to:
Please come
celebrate with us
April 4th - 8th £

‘_‘.'a Spedalty Drink Cfferings

i Roffle: Services & Products
- Product Discounts

= 2078 Loyalty Incentive Bingo

To schedule a service during the festivities call
(904)209-1320

AEDA f B

Wth: ofher bauguers i aoussoessille Beoch and Avondale

Frangiponi Julington
2758 Raoe Track Rood, Sulls 400
5% Johns, FL 32159

uAnp irangipanistlon.com

EXPLORE LUXURY SENIOR LIVING
IN JACKSONVILLE

YOUR LIVING

Retire in style. Whether it's fine dining,
luxury spa experiences or endless events and
personalized care you're seeking, our senior living
community has you covered. Discover how luxury
senior living allows you to thrive at every level.

This is HarborChase.
Come celebrate with us.

*x HarborChase

Ce/eérdénj Sencor Lmnj /

HARBORCHASE OF MANDARIN
(904) 584-9817

Explore Luxury
Senior Living at
Harbor Chase

According to NOAA, we can expect
drought conditions until the end of
April, which coincides with our expec-
tations that spring is our “dry season”
(https://www.cpc.ncep.noaa.gov/). Un-
fortunately, temperatures are predicted
to be higher than normal, so we should
take particular care of new plants in our
landscapes, especially shrubs and trees.
Making sure there is sufficient mulch will
help, and if you are practically inclined
you might decide to install a simple drip
irrigation system: https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
publication/ae524.

With the warmer weather you are prob-
ably looking at your lawn and consider-
ing what it needs. Please avoid “weed and
feed” products. If you have a problem
with annual weeds, use a pre-emergent
product before they start growing. (De-
pending on local conditions, there may
still be time before the end of February.)
Fertilizer should only be applied when
the grass is actively growing, otherwise
it's simply wasted as it will leach away be-
fore the grass has a chance to take it up.
Basically, weeds will start to grow before
the grass begins to green up, so there is
no optimum time to apply a combined
product for it to be properly effective.
For more details on fertilizing your lawn,
please see https://tinyurl.com/mr275wsc
and for understanding weed control, see
heeps://tinyurl.com/zhhvhanz.

UF has recently constructed a website for
homeowners wishing to grow citrus. As
you may know, “citrus greening,” spread
by the tiny Asian psyllid, has been plagu-
ing commercial citrus groves and has
spread to home landscapes. This disease
can be devastating to trees without a
great deal of management, but now there
are guidelines specifically for homeown-
ers, and there are newer cultivars avail-
able that have been bred to be resistant to
the disease. Here is the information you

Spring decisions

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com
need to choose, plant, and grow healthy
citrus: hteps://crec.ifas.ufl.edu/home-
citrus/.

As our landscapes begin to green up,

it’s a good time to see if any prohibited
invasive plants have snuck in. These are
plants that have been proven detrimental
to the balance of our natural areas. They
crowd out native plants and provide
next to no benefits for our wildlife. An
easy one to spot is elephants’ ears, which
spread easily along ditches and water-
ways. Another is the high-climbing cat’s
claw vine, which seeds itself around

all too successfully. You have probably
seen it blooming up in the treetops, and
maybe have admired those sunny yellow
trumpet flowers. It’s not to be confused
with the fragrant spring-flowering native
vine, Carolina jessamine, Gelsemium
sempervirens. But its beauty is truly only
skin deep. Mature plants develop large
tubers which are especially hard to dig
out along fence lines and from beneath
shrubs. I know from experience! And
weed killers have limited effectiveness,
although they can keep some top growth
down. To learn more, check out https://
floridainvasivespecies.org/forhomeown-
ers.cfm. This is a visual guide to plants
assessed by UF/IFAS: https://assessment.
ifas.ufl.edu/assessments/.

I've already found aphids on my col-
lards, so I'm using a relatively benign
product, insecticidal soap, to stop them
spreading. It’s too early for lady beetles
to find them, but when they turn up I
expect good things to happen. Nature
has a way of balancing itself if given a
chance and we need to do that at the
personal level. The way we manage our
landscapes, beginning with our soil, is
so important. For guidelines on how
to do it, check out the Florida-Friendly
Gardening Guide: hteps://fHl.ifas.ufl.
edu/. Happy spring!

Senior Night tradition at Nease

By Susan Rieger
mail@floridanewsline.com

Senior Night has been a big tradition

Nease High School girls" soccer Senior Night.

for Nease students for years — it’s a

great way to celebrate their last year in
high school and wish them well into the
next chapter of their

life. They are honored
athletically and academi-
cally and shown that
their school and team
are proud of their ac-
complishments. Senior
Night is typically the last
home game in all sports
seasons.

Students and parents
go on the court or field
during Senior Night,
and fans, teammates,
and coaches recognize
their efforts. Posters,
balloons, flowers, gifts,
words of encourage-
ment, and reflections
from their coaches are
all given to seniors. It is
also an enjoyable time
to honor everything the
seniors have done with
academics and sports for

Photos courtesy Susan Rieger

Photos courtesy Susan Rieger

Nease High School boys' basketball Senior Night, ~ the last four years.
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Do you know that female friendships
can actually increase your longevity?
Research claims females receive physi-
cal, emotional, and mental benefits
from spending time with like-minded
women. That makes prioritizing friend-
ships very worthwhile.

Girlfriend getaways (taking a trip with
your female acquaintances) become
one of the best ways to support and
enjoy others and yourself. I suspect the
same holds true for males, so it seems
logical to encourage guy getaways and
male bonding.

I recently attended a Sweet Magnolias-
themed girlfriend getaway in Natchi-
toches, Louisiana. The small town in
north-central Louisiana became the
setting for the hugely popular movie
(“Steel Magnolias”) released 35 years
ago. The 1988 film maintains staying
power because the story is real, written
by Robert (Bobby) Harling, about his
sister, Susan, and his family living in
Natchitoches.

The female blockbuster cast featuring
Sally Field, Shirley MacLaine, Dolly

Girlfriend Getaway in Louisiana

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Parton, Olympia Dukakis, Daryl Han-
nah, and a very young Julia Roberts
attracted attention and gained star
power. While the authentic setting en-
hances the film’s impact, the emotional
links and encouragement the characters
give one another makes the poignant
story timeless.

To my surprise, I learned the movie
was entirely filmed on location and on
a sound stage in the area. Many local
residents played parts.

I stayed in the gracious Sweet Magnolia
House, a bed and breakfast inn that
became the main character’s home and
wedding reception site in the film. The
grounds stood as the backdrop for the
outdoor party, decorated with pink ac-
cents in Shelby’s favorite colors: blush

and bashful.

The house next door acted as Ouiser’s
house (Shirley MacLaine’s character),
and the American Cemetery, a few
blocks away, worked as the site for
Shelby’s funeral. Today a pocket park
rests between those locations, dedi-
cated to Susan Harling Robinson, and

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Cane River Park.

2FOR*®6

Two Like It® Size Create Your Own
(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Served in a cup. Waffle products and
extra mix-ins available for addl. charge.
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 3/31/23.

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle
Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake
(Excludes Small Round Cakes, Pies, Petite Cakes &
Cupcakes, Custom Cake Decorating And Writing)
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 3/31/23.

Now order your favorite Cold Stone®

treats ahead of time & Skip the Line®

2570 Racetrac k Rd - 904-429-9669

coldstonecreamery.com/store/23690
Ubser Eats |

= DOORBALH |

52 Tuscan Way - 904-547-2540

coldstonecreamery.com/stores/23675
GRUBHUB

features a flowing fountain and the
Natchitoches walk of fame plaques to
the stars.

Follow the Steel Magnolias Trail (pick
up a copy at the Visitor’s Center), and
you'll recognize the beautiful hillside
on either side of the Cane River as the
location of the Christmas Festival and
Easter Egg Hunt. Those two annual
celebrations continue to be held there
today.

Natchitoches makes a delightful
getaway because almost everything

is within walking distance except St.
Augustine Church, where the film’s
wedding ceremony took place. It’s an
easy drive. I was fascinated to learn that
Bobby Harling, the author, acted in
the role of the priest. And I got to meet
91-year-old Lori Tate, who portrayed
the groom’s mother.

Historic Front Street offers an array

of fun, interesting shops, boutiques,
and restaurants. Don’t miss Kaffie-
Frederick General Mercantile Store,
which features “good old days” items
like hardware, housewares, cookware
and kitchen supplies, classic toys, and
gifts. The original freight elevator still
works, and the 1910 cash register rings
up sales.

While in Louisiana’s oldest city, drop
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Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Steel Magnolia House Bed and Breakfast.

into Fort St. Jean Baprtiste, established
in 1714. The state historic site tells

the stories of the early Natchitoches
settlement. A replica of the original
fort, a museum and interpretation from
period-dressed docents, brings the his-
tory to life.

Nearby Melrose Plantation is home to
nine historic buildings and a collec-
tion of work by world-famous Afri-
can American folk artist Clementine
Hunter, who lived and worked there.

No trip to Louisiana is complete with-
out indulging in tasty cuisine. Meat
pies are the local specialties, and La-
syone’s Meat Pie Kitchen is the place to
go. I recommend the crayfish pie, even
for breakfast! The recipes have been
handed down through generations with
deep Southern roots.

I encourage you to visit Natchitoches,
but even if you don’t get there, plan a
girlfriend getaway soon.

More information: Natchitoches.com

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Landers stories
and travel tips.

Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear better
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Introducing Oticon More™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better

speech understanding with less effort and the ability to

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Qwner

Call 904-262-5550 Today!

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

You're invited to try
Oticon More R/SK FREE

mSTAVERMAN
HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

remember more.

Come in and bring a
loved one to receive:

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing

12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710
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AUTOMOTIVE & TIRE CENTER

www.FamousAutoRepairandTires.com

500 SR 13 N.
Behind McDonald's,
Next to Primrose

2560 US Highway 1 S. 1964 Cassatt Avenue
St Augustine, FL 32086  904-634-7923
904- 203-1390

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-217-7326 904-619-6309
5717 University Blvd. W. 2430 Blanding Bivd 3575 US Highway 17

904-337-1695 904-267-1900

Come see us hefore your next road trip!"

$25 OFF

$50 OR MORE PURCHASE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes oil change.

904-458-4997

FREE
Flat Repairs

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. |

Ride Home

Available

| $20 OFF
WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. |

STORE
HOURS:
Mon. - Fri. 7 am-6 pm =
Sat. 7 am-5 pm
Sun. 8 am-4 pm

$30 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

“Servicing Every Customer Like
They’re FAMOUS!”
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Let Famous Automotive Professionals
give you a 5-Star Service.

ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Find us on

Facehcmk

Limited quantities. Does not include disposal fees, tax, ]
installation. Offers cannot be combined.

LocaIIy owned and operated

emergency physicians, nurses and other caregivers.

Learn more about WolfsonChildren’s family of ERs at
WolfsonChildrens.com/ER.

14550 Old St. Augustine Rd.
904.271.6060

© Baptist Health 2023

Advertise your
kid-friendly business in our

Summer camp
and Activities
Guide!

APPEARING
IN OUR APRIL
AND MAY ISSUES

Contact Linda Gay 904-607-5062
or Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com
to find out how!

The area’s No. 1 choice for
children’s emergency care.

When it’s your child and it's an emergency, you want the best care available, close to home.
The Wolfson Children’s Emergency Center at Baptist Medical Center South gives you
and your family the convenience of a full-service children’s ER with a dedicated team of
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BAPTIST Wolfson

Medical Center Children’s
South .

Hospital




