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Sean Flynn, Jose Riera, and David Patrick, former DIV-
14 Commander and member of Flotilla 14-7,

Change
of Watch
for Flotilla
14 -7

By NewslLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

United States Coast Guard Flotilla
14 — 7 held its Change of Watch for
members and guests, announcing a
new slate of officers for 2023 on Jan.
5 at the St. Augustine Yacht Club.

After a potluck dinner, the program
introduced the newly-elected Com-
mander and Vice Commander and
they announced new and returning
staff officers. Sean Flynn, the Flotilla
Commander, and Jose Riera, the Vice
Flotilla Commander, discussed the
flotilla’s plans for the new year — one
of recovery, a renewed commitment
to community service and re-inte-
gration of programs in community
support.

Present were approximately 20 mem-
bers and invited guests of the flotilla,
who also recognized awards and
service of the past year’s members
and officers.

Presorted Standard
ECRWSS
US Postage Paid
Jacksonville, FL
Permit No. 1858

Residential Customer

450 State Road 13 North Suite 106 PMB 101

Florida NewsLine
St. Johns, FL 32259

page 5
Q&A with
Beverly Slough

County developing mas

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

St. Johns County is getting closer to
developing four regional parks in the
northern part of the county. St. Johns
County Parks and Recreation is collabo-
rating with sports architecture and plan-
ning firm OSPORTS, along with its
partners Catalyst Design Group, CHW
Professional Consultants, and Perez
Planning + Design, to develop a master
plan for multiple future county parks as
an operation of the “Parks and Recre-
ation Master Plan,” which evaluated the
needs and priorities of the county and
was last updated in 2019.

According to St. Johns County Parks
and Recreation Director Ryan Kane, his
department is in the process of gather-
ing data from the community about
wants and needs for the new parks.

This is being accomplished by an online
survey as well as a community meeting,
which was held in Ponte Vedra Beach
in early January. Next, the data will be
evaluated and ultimately presented to
the county’s Recreation Advisory Board.

St. Johns County already owns the 163
acres of new parkland in consideration,
spread across four sites: Northwest

Park, off of Greenbriar Road (63 acres);
Silverleaf Park (40 acres) and Shearwa-
ter Park (10 acres), which are near the
communities with the same names; and
Nocatee Park (50 acres) located north of
Nocatee Parkway.

Kane said that approximately 50 — 60
people attended the community meet-
ing in Ponte Vedra Beach and that they
are hopeful to schedule a meeting in the
Northwest as well.

“The online survey has been a major
component of our data gathering,”
Kane said. “As of Jan. 10, we have
already had 1,600 responses.”

The survey (https://ppd.mysocialpin-
point.com/st-johns-county-four-coun-
ty-parks/st-johns-county-four-county-
parks-page-1/) asks respondents to
prioritize, from a list, the amenities that
they would prefer at each park location.
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Aerial view of the location of four new parks in St. Johns County.

Options range from multipurpose fields
and baseball/softball fields to play-
grounds, off-road biking trails, disc golf,
and a skate park, among others.

Kane said that the goal is to come up
with a Master Plan to present to the
Recreational Advisory Board, prob-
ably at a public meeting in March.
Although construction will likely be
phased due to financial constraints,

at the end of the process the goal is to
look at the four parks together so that
hopefully all needs and wants are met.
He pointed out that there will likely be
some duplication of the most popular
amenities.

In addition to the survey and commu-
nity meeting, the Parks and Recreation
Department has met with each county
commissioner to learn what they had
heard from their constituents. Kane
said there had also been a stakeholders’
meeting with the various youth sports
organizations, including Creeks Athletic
Association, Florida Elite, and Ponte
Vedra Athletic Association, for their
feedback.

“A lot of our parks are built just for
youth sports,” Kane said. “While that is
important, we have a simultaneous great

need for a full component of assets in
addition to meet the needs of the com-
munity. The youth sports organizations
support us in this.”

Kane said theyd like to model the four
new regional parks after Treaty Park,
located off State Road 207 in St. Augus-
tine, which has a variety of assets and
activities.

“Treaty Park is busy all day,” he said.
“For instance, during the day there
could be people playing pickleball, uti-
lizing the dog park, walking on the trails
... and then still have multipurpose
fields for youth sports in the evenings.”

Presently, there is $14.5 million ap-
proved funding for all the parks, but
Kane said that is just a beginning of

the total amount that will be needed.
Phased construction over the course of a
number of years will be necessary due to
funding needs. He said that prioritiza-
tion decisions will be guided by finances
and public opinion.

“Our goal is to make these parks com-
munity assets,” Kane said. “We have a
generational opportunity and we need
to get these right and meet what the
community wants.”

www.creeksair.com
service@creeksair.com

@reeks

Air Conditioning & Heating, Inc.

Creeks Air specializes in home comfort. With over 36 years of experience
in the manufacturing, design, application,and service of residential and
commercial comfort systems, Creeks is equipped to provide
ALL of your comfort needs.

RESIDENTIAL AND COMMERCIAL
Replacements - Service - Maintenance - New Construction

We service all makes and models

Phone: (904) 230-7840

License # CMC1249868
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HEAD TO TOE - $489 DIAMOND GLOW ‘
SHAMPOO & STYLE PACKAGE - $405
HYDRAFACIAL MD BUY 1, GET ONE 20% OFF
50 MIN SWEDISH MASSAGE
REFLEXOLOGY PEDICURE XEOMIN SPECIAL -
S50 OFF
BODY BOOST - 3310 *WITH PURCHASE OF Victoria Miller MPA.S PA-C, Leslie Janik MSN APRN ACNP-BC
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PROFESSIONAL

2022 PREMIER HOMES

MARKET

-EADERS : |  REALTY, INC.

REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

Fortune Februaryf
March 2022 issue

Real Estate Commissions as low as 3% total!

PREMIER HOMES REALTY, INC. Rising interest rates, inflation and economic uncertainty have many buyers and

Michael K. Taylor, Broker, GRI, BPOR, SFR  Sellers sitting on the sidelines waiting to see what will happen next.

52 Tuscan Way, 202-325 Let us help you make the most of this important financial decision! We will list and

St Augustine, FL 32092 sell your home for ONLY 4% total commission. If Tari or | bring the buyer we

(904) 214-4780 will REDUCE the commission to ONLY 3% total commission. It's your
. ) money and we believe you should keep it!

miketaylor @premierhomesrealty.net ' -

We are honored to be recognized as Real Estate Professionals

Property Management Services

Own a home and not ready to sell? Ask us about our FORBES MAGAZI NE & FORTU NE MAGAZI NE

Property Management Services. We will list your one

& T —
for only 50% of the first month's rent. We will then We have personally SOLD over $189 Million in total
manage your home for only 10% of the monthly rent. Real Estate Sales!
Both Landlord and Tenant are given access to our PREMIERHOME SRE ALTY.NET

pineplopel rans el e g oe Broker is a member of the Northeast Florida Association of Realtors and the St Johns County Board of Realtors

access to monthly reports. This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with a Realtor.
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Breed:
Tabby
Favorite Activity:
Eating, playing and causing
mischief
Favorite Treat:
Feline Greenies
Favorite Friend:

His brother Ace’s tail and his
humans, Dalton and Declan
How your BFF got their name:
My oldest son named him after
his favorite “Stranger Things”
character, Dustin!

~

Best Furry Friend
of the month

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

Don't miss our March issue
Deadline 2/17/23

Call Linda Gay today to reserve your space!

Happy
Valentine’s Day!

From your friends at
The CreekLine

Vbl of Conit~
4 What's Happening in St. Johns
7 Alpine Groves Park news
9 St. Johns Business Monthly
12 Briefs

16 Nutrition Check

17 Jimmy's Fishing Report

Can you guess where this is?

Submit your answer to:

mail@floridanewsline.com

Last month's Mystery Photo was the fence outside
Julington Creek Elementary School.

904.607.5062
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JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE - 117-203 BARTRAMOAKS WALK - ST JOHNS, FL 32259
ORANGE PARK OFFICE - 158'4-B KINGSLEY AVENUE - ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
ATLANTIC OFFICE - 12740-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD - JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225
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CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE:
904.264 KIDS | 265K IDS.COM

ERANDSTRATTON

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS

SCHEDULE A CONSULT

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers activi-
ties for seniors on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road
in Orangedale. Cards, crafts and games
start each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutri-
tion/exercise, Bunco and Bingo among the
additional activities before lunch at 11:45
a.m. each day. Contact Program Coordina-
tor Anne Marie Forsythe at (904) 552-1611
for more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming
(with all items donated to charity) meets
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m.
at The Table Cafe, 10391 0Id St. Augustine
Road. Visit the group’s Facebook page
(Playing HOOKie) or email playinghook-
ie2022@gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays
the game of “Hand, Knee, and Foot" on
Wednesdays. If you are interested in join-
ing, please call (904) 230-6962 and leave
a message.

Men's afternoon group forming with
plans to play public courses within 45
minutes of World Golf Village with tee
times after 12 p.m. Golfers must be able to
break 110. Email JaxGolfTour@gmail.com if

you are interested in joining.

2 a Switzerland Garden Club will
n s host Kalia Baillene from the
Garden Club of Palatka to talk about William

Bartram’s connections to Palatka and St.
Johns at the Bartram Trail Branch Library on
Thursday, Feb. 2 at 10 a.m. Visit www.switzer-
landgc.org for more information.

4t s CHARACTER COUNTS! 6K/3K

s Run/Walk will be held on Sat-
urday, February 4, 2023, at 9 am, begin-
ning and ending at Palencia Elementary
School, 355 Palencia Village Drive. Race
proceeds support CHARACTER COUNTS!
initiatives throughout the St. Johns County
School District. Visit RunSignUp.com to
learn more and register.

4t

a Field of Dreams Opening
s Day will be held on Feb. 4

with games starting at 9 a.m. and the
opening ceremony at 10:30 a.m. Visit www.
fodbaseball.com for more information.

L

N
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Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

" NemetzDental Associates

SPECIALTY
_ PedarPic DenvistTy-Adult Dentistry « Pariodon

7.t s Happy Hookers crochet

n group will meet at the
Bartram Trail Branch Library on Feb. 7
and Feb. 21 from 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m.
The group crochets or knits blankets for
cancer patients at area hospitals. All skill
levels are welcome. Visit www.sjcpls.org

or call (904) 827-6960.
7t a Honeybee Quilters Guild will
» meet on Tuesday, Feb. 7 at 6:30
p.m. at Mandarin Presbyterian Church in
the Loft on the County Dock Road side of
the church at 2501 Loretto Road. Annette
Paulson will discuss creating Embroidery
Cards. Wearing masks is optional. New
members/guests welcome. Visit honeybe-

equilters.org for more information.
11th: Bartram Trail Friends

8th “of the Library Book Sale

will be held at the Bartram Trail Branch
Library, 60 Davis Pond Blvd,, Feb. 8 - Feb.
11, during normal business hours of the

library.
]2t s The Bartram Trail Geneal-
s 0gy Club meets the second
Saturday of each month (this month, Feb.
1) from 2 pm. - 4 p.m. in the Bartram Trail
Library conference room, 60 Davis Pond
Blvd. Every level, beginners to experts, are
welcome. If interested, come to a meeting
or send a request to join the club at www.
facebook.com/groups/BTGenClubGroup.
] 3t s The St.Johns County Civic
s Roundtable will meet on
Monday, Feb. 9 at 12 p.m. at St. Augustine
Waterworks building, 184 San Marco Ave.
in St. Augustine. Email info@sjcround-
table.org to register for the meeting or
visit wwwi.sjcroundtable.org for more

information.
]3t s The Northwest St. Johns

» County United for Prog-
ress Club will meet on Monday, Feb. 13. In
celebration of Black History Month, noted
author and St. Augustine historian David
Nolan will speak about Black history. Board
of director elections will also be held at this
meeting. Contact nwsjcp@gmail.com for
reservations if you'd like to attend.

iniSt¥lohns

l 5t g Bartram Trail Newcom-

s ers’and Women's Club
will hold its meeting and luncheon on
Wednesday, Feb. 15 at 11 a.m. at the St.
Johns Golf and Country Club, 205 St. Johns
Golf Drive off County Road 210. Doors
will open at 10:30 a.m. The luncheon will
include a “Cruising into Spring” fashion
show featuring clothing from Petunia
Patch Fashion Express owned by Peggy
Johnson. The cost of the luncheon is $32.
Make checks payable to BTNC and mail
to Donna Holland, 512 Candyroot Court,
St. Johns, FL 32259. Payment must be
received no later than Feb. 10, no excep-
tions. Be sure to indicate entrée choice on
the check memo line. Visit www.facebook.
com/BTNCT for food choices and updated
information.

]Gth x William Bartram Scenic

s Highway Group will meet on
Thursday, Feb. 16 beginning at 6:30 p.m.
at the St. Johns County Annex, 725 Flora
Branch Blvd. Join the discussion to keep
NW St. Johns County Scenic and Historic
and preserve the State Road 13 Scenic
Highway. Virtual meeting access is avail-
able; contact alabbat@comcast.net or call
(904) 699-8475.

]8th g Herbs and Foods for Well-
nness class will be offered
on Feb. 18 at 10 a.m. Attendees will learn
about traditionally used herbs to promote

wellness and health as well as how to cre-

ate their own tinctures, teas, and salves.
Included are guides, plant identification,
lecture and herbal snacks. Pre registra-
tion is required via phone or text at (386)
972-1891.

] gth z Wellness Team of St.

n Patrick’s Episcopal Church
will offer a special presentation on
Sunday, Feb.19 at 11 a.m. for Heart Month:
guest speaker Lamar Kaleel will share his
personal story, “Matters of the Heart: One
Man'’s Story of Faith, Healing and Survival’
This presentation is free and open to the
public and will be held at St. Patrick's
Episcopal Church (1221 State Road 13 in
Fruit Cove). Call (904) 287-2807 for more
information.

ning

ZOth « The All Star Quilters Guild
s will meet at 9:30 am. for
socializing prior to the 10 a.m. meeting

on Monday, Feb. 20 at the First Christian
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. Georgina
Lewis will present a trunk show. Sew

and Tell is always a feature. Guests are
welcome. Visit www.allstarquilters.org for
more information,

2 3 r d « The Newcomers of North

n St. Johns will host a holiday
luncheon on Thursday, Feb. 23 beginning
at11a.m. at Jacksonville Golf & Country
Club, 3985 Hunt Club Road. The event
features a delicious lunch and a presenta-
tion about pearls by the Love the Pearls
experts; all attending will receive a classic
pair of pearl stud earringsThe cost for the
luncheon and program is $34 for mem-
bers. All reservations must be received by
Feb. 15. Visit https://newcomersofnorthst-
johns.org for more information.

s Bar-

23rd - 26th: &

Trail High School Theatre Depart-
ment will stage “Matilda the Musical,’
inspired by Roald Dahl's book, at the
Bartram Trail High School Auditorium,
7399 Longleaf Pine Pkwy. Performance
times are 7 p.m. on Thursday through
Saturday evening, with a matinee at 2
p.m. on Sunday. Tickets are $15 or $10 for
students. Visit https://bit.ly/3b9Viif for

more information.
2 4t s Gentle yoga will be held

s at10 am.on Feb. 24 at
the Bartram Trail Branch Library, 60 Davis
Pond Blvd. Register at www.sjcpls.org or
call the library at (904) 824-6960. Space is
limited to the first 24 patrons.

26th x The Unity Church for

s Creative Living will host a
Conscious Comedy Concert — Vibrating
at the Frequency of Fun with award-win-
ning humorist Greg Tamblyn on Sunday,
Feb. 26 at 12:30 p.m. Tickets cost $20 prior
to Feb. 20 or $30 afterwards. Unity Church
for Creative Living is located at 2777 Race
Track Road. Call (904) 287-1505 or visit
UnitylnJax.com for more information or to
purchase a ticket.

DENTAL CARE FOR THE ENTIRE FAMILY
tics « Prosthodantics

Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223
Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q Adult Dentistry:

(904) 886-4867

We offer
ta’n’r Pediatric Dentistry
&% Family Dentistry

We

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontlcs

L

& www.nemetzdental.com
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Q: What's the latest update on the new
schools under construction?

A: Things are moving along for all three
schools and we still plan for all three to
open in fall 2024. Work such as clearing
and establishing the dirt pad are un-
derway for the Shearwater school; land
is being cleared for the Beacon Lakes
school; and the bid for construction has
been released for the RiverTown school.
We anticipate awarding this bid in
March and starting construction as soon
as possible thereafter.

Q: What is the plan to staff these new
schools?

A: We are already looking ahead to hire
teachers for these new schools. We have
a Job Fair scheduled on Feb. 25 from 8
a.m. until 12 p.m. at Nease High School
and principals from all the schools will
be onsite to conduct interviews on the
spot. We are always looking for high
quality teachers to join our district, to
include new graduates, people returning
to the workforce, or those with alterna-
tive certifications. We will have another
Job Fair for teachers on March 25 and a
similar job fair for other school employ-

with St. Johns County School Board
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

ees at a date to be announced.

Q: When is this year’s Teacher of the
Year going to be announced?

A: On Feb. 2, we will honor our schools’
Teachers of the Year and Rookie Teach-
ers of the Year at a banquet at World
Golf Village that will once again be
hosted by INK!. I look forward to find-
ing out which of our five finalists, which
includes Gomati Sutaria of Liberty
Pines Academy and Brianne Seplocha
of Picolata Crossing Elementary in the
Northwest, will be going to the state
competition.

Q: Do you have anything else to share
with NW St. Johns County?

A: The Field of Dreams will hold open-
ing day on Feb. 4 with games starting

at 9 a.m. and the opening ceremony at
10:30 a.m. I am delighted to be associ-
ated with the organization from the
beginning because it gives all of our kids
a chance to participate.

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at beverly.
slough@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at
(904) 547-7510.

Rob Hardwick

9
YA

Q: Can you share some information
about your office’s Real Time Intelli-
gence Center?

A: The Real Time Intelligence Center

is housed at our new facility, the Emer-
gency Communications and Training
Center. We have a supervisor assigned to
this unit, along with six criminal analysts,
two sworn detectives and a tech support

specialist, and they physically solve crimes
from behind their keyboards.

Q: What types of technology do you
use?

A: We use Fusus, a software aggregator
that brings all the technology under one
platform — such as Computer Aided
Dispatch calls (CAD calls), our patrol
cars, the FDOT traffic cameras, Waze for
traffic, and license plate readers (LPRs).

Q: What can you tell us about Connect
St. Johns?

A: Connect St. Johns (www.connectst-
johns.org) is a public safety program that
enlists the help of residents and busi-
nesses to keep our communities safe. The
website allows residents and businesses to
register their home cameras so we know
where they are located in the event of a
crime. There is no direct access to privately
owned cameras and we only use the regis-
try to request footage if needed. Cameras
may also be integrated using a special core
device and written permission from the
camera ownet; in this way our authorized
analysts would be able to tap into them
real time to help solve a crime in progress.
These programs are completely voluntary,
but they provide another means of mod-
ern day electronic policing.

Q: How does your office use license
plate readers (LPRs)?

A: This technology was actually devel-
oped in the 1970s in England and has

with St. Johns County Sheriff

been used by other states for years. The
Florida Department of Transportation
uses LPRs to collect tolls. In St. Johns
County we've only utilized it since 2018.
I'd like to dispel some rumors about
LPRs. The facts are that we only use LPR
technology for public safety and criminal
offenses. We do not issue any tickets or
citations using LPRs. All data we receive
from the LPRs, which we strategically
place to protect the community such as
around schools and near large events, is
owned by SJSO and we do not sell it to
anyone. The LPR only taps the rear of
the vehicle, not the occupant inside or
any personal information. Our office is
audited quarterly to make sure that any
data is only accessed by our Real Time
Intelligence Center.

Q: Have the LPRs been successful in
helping you solve crimes?

A: Yes. Since the inception of using
LPRs here, we have recovered 398 stolen
vehicles and 97 pieces of stolen property,
arrested 170 individuals with active war-
rants for their arrest, and apprehended
478 individuals charged with a crime.
We've also recovered 72 missing individu-
als. A double traffic homicide on Race
Track Road in 2019 was solved when
the driver who hit two bicyclists fled to
his residence and hid the vehicle in the
garage. Six hours later, we had a search
warrant and were able to bring closure to
the case.

Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you with any questions or
suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.org
or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also, our
website, www.sjso.org has a wealth of re-
sources, from alarm registration to Crime

Stoppers to our Neighbors app.
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| Coupon not valid for
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Jax Beach

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)
904.246.6832
whbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

St Johns

450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd
(next to Publix)
904.230.3242
whbu.com/jacksonville

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
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wbu.com/staugustine

EXPLORE LUXURY SENIOR LIVING
IN JACKSONVILLE

‘1 J:

YOUR LIVING

Retire in style. Whether it's fine dining,

luxury spa experiences or endless events and
personalized care you're seeking, our senior living
community has you covered. Discover how luxury

senior living allows you to thrive at every level.

This is HarborChase.
Come celebrate with us.

S >
[

X HarborChase

Ce/eémfc’@ Senior LW“&? /

HARBORCHASE OF MANDARIN
(904) 584-9817

Explore
Senior Living at
Harbor Chase
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Coyotes in Florida

Coyotes live in urban, suburban and rural areas throughout Florida.
Follow these tips to avoid conflicts.

-

]

L SECURE i B
ILLEGAL, CARDAGE CANS, : ENCLOSED

THEY WILL CLEAN UP SECURE |- AREAS. W

PET FOOD LIVESTOCKIn|- : WALKDOGS =

o il s o oNa B
ST AN, FRUIT Enclosures. PE}{.ES?

e

Coyotes are an important part of the landscape in Florida.
They help maintain healthy ecosystems by managing
populations of rodents, insects and other small animals.
By preventing conflicts, we can better coexist with
coyotes and other wildlife.

More Than a Home
Away From Home

The Adult Day Program at River Garden offers
a purposeful, safe environment for seniors who
require extra support. Each day features a variety
of activities designed to engage clients’ physical,
social, occupational and intellectual needs. It also
provides a worry-free time during the week for
caregivers to work, relax or tend to their own needs.

—

=y RIVERGARDEN | £

SENIOR SERVICES

Join us as we host an Alzheimer’s Association Caregiver Support Group
2nd Wednesday of every month at 3:30 p.m.
(904) 288.7858 | RiverGarden.org

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.

Q: Can you describe your circuit’s
Operation Young Guns initiative?

A: We started this initiative in May of
last year because we noticed that a lot of
the violent gun crime, to include mur-
der, attempted murder, armed robbery
and drive-by shootings, was being done
by young individuals between the ages
of 12 and 25 years old. We decided to
begin documenting these in our system
so that we could appropriately and ag-
gressively address and prosecute these
cases, which have been dramatically
increasing in number.

It’s very disturbing because these kids
are shooting and even killing each other
over an issue as minimal as music prefer-
ences or “disrespect.” So we said enough
is enough and we began tracking these
cases.

We suspected that some of these cases,
including those where guns were fired
but there was no victim, could be
related. We started looking at social
media and found that a lot of these
individuals were glorifying gun vio-
lence with their posts. Via technology
that compares shell casings, we have
found that some guns reported as sto-
len were used in these crimes. As you
know, we’ve had a rash of thefts from
unlocked cars in the Northwest and
Northeast areas of St. Johns County.
Guns stolen in these areas have been
used in crimes committed in other
areas of the Seventh Circuit.

’ .‘ | Q&A with State Attorney, 7th Judicial Circuit,
"b R.). Larizza

Q: Have you expanded the use of
technology to identify firearms used
in crimes?

A: A firearm will leave a “fingerprint”
on the shell casing of a fired bullet. A
semi-automatic firearm ejects shell cas-
ings and this process also leaves a unique
mark. Previously, we have run these
through a regional database, but have
expanded to using a national database
known as National Integrated Ballistic
Information Network (NIBIN). We've
started using this technology even in
non-murder cases where firearms have
been used and are finding that casings at
one crime site sometimes match anoth-
er, so we can connect these crimes.

Q: Have you found success in pros-
ecuting as a result of this initiative?
A: Yes. We have had three or four
“Young Guns” trials in the past 60
days, all of which resulted in significant
prison time. We are working closely
with all the sheriffs in the circuit to en-
sure there is the most evidence available
to prosecute.

Q: What would you say is the bottom
line?

A: While crime is low in our circuit and
we are fortunate to live in a low violence
community, there are pockets of crime
that we are focusing on because these can
become a significant threat to all commu-
nities. We are making significant progress
in cleaning up. Our duty is public safety
and this is our number one priority.

Q: Do you have an update on your De-
cember column, where you discussed
the impact of storms Ian and Nicole on
property owners’ taxes?

A: Yes. When the State of Florida
Legislature met for a special session in
December, they approved a tax rebate
for some property owners. If your home
was damaged during Ian or Nicole and
that damage prohibited the occupancy
of the home for at least 30 days, you can
apply for an abatement of your 2022
property taxes.

Q: How do affected homeowners go
about getting this?

A: You have until April 3, 2023 to apply
for the abatement. Your 2022 taxes must
be paid current. To apply, you must fill
out a form and provide evidence, such
as an insurance claim or a contract and
payments to contractors for repairs, that
you were out of your home for at least
30 days. You should bring the form and
your evidence to our office, or you could
scan and email the documents to us,
and we will review your claim. We have
until June 1 to either approve or deny,
but we will act on it very quickly once
we receive it. If we approve, then we will
forward the information to the St. Johns

Q&A with St. Johns County Property
Appraiser Eddie Creamer

County Tax Collector, who will rebate
a pro rata share of the taxes paid while
you were out of your home. If we deny
your application, you can appeal to the
Value Adjustment Board.

Q: Is there a maximum number of days
that can be claimed?

A: If your home was damaged during
Ian, you can apply for up to 95 days; if
your home was damaged by Nicole, you
can apply for up to 52 days.

Q: When can homeowners begin the
application process?

A: Anytime between now and April 3.
I'd recommend not waiting, because I
have no authority to take an application
after April 3. If there are any questions,
homeowners can call our office and we

will be happy to help.

Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. It
is open Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 5
p.m. Also, readers can email me at Ed-
die@sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-
5500.

Visit us online!

www.floridanewsline.com




Alpine Groves Park offers
history and nature

By Nick Andrews
mail@floridanewsline.com

Alpine Groves Park, in Switzerland, is
not only a great place to walk along the
park’s scenic trails, but it also offers a
unique opportunity to step back in time
and explore the history of Mandarin
orange production in the area. The St.
Johns River has provided a landscape
that helped to create a rich cultural
heritage in the area.

Alpine Groves Park is home to a circa
1900s farmhouse, which was built on a
historic orange plantation. The Friends
of Alpine Groves Park offer monthly
tours and provide visitors with stories
that give a glimpse into the lives of
those who worked and lived on the
plantation, and who helped to shape
the present-day community. The tour
guides will bring the history of the farm
to life, making it a fun and educational
experience for all.

The park has more to offer than
historical tours — it's also a scenic
place for families to take photographs,
with natural scenery creating pictur-
esque backgrounds for any family
portrait. Alpine Groves Park is also

an ideal place for nature enthusiasts
and birdwatchers to glimpse a diverse
range of birds, including the majestic

bald eagle.

The park offers amenities such as play-
grounds and picnic tables, as well as
hiking trails and a fishing pier.

The next round of tours by the Friends
of Alpine Groves Park will be held on
Saturday, Feb. 4 from 11 a.m. — 1 p.m.
Check the group’s Facebook page for
more information or to inquire about
any other scheduled events.

Nick Andrews is a member of the Friends
of Alpine Groves Park.

7
7 'swmiles by

GLENOS &« HADGIS
ORTHODONTISTS

Dr. Craig Hadgis

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

Free Initial Visit
o000 O0

904.79.SMILE (797.6453)

Veted

Photo courtesy Friends of Alpine Groves Pa
Alpine Groves Park’s circa 1900s farmhouse.

Q: How do I know if my driver
license is REAL ID compliant?

A: The easiest way to check if your
license is federally compliant is to see
if your driver license has a star in the
upper right hand corner.

Q: What do I do if my driver license
is not REAL ID compliant?

A: You must visit a tax collector office
to become REAL ID compliant for
the first time. You will need to bring
primary documents establishing your
identity, proof of legal presence, and
date of birth. You also will need to
bring proof of your social security
number and two documents that show
your primary residence. For more in-
formation on the required documents,
visit hteps://www.flhsmv.gov/driver-
licenses-id-cards/what-to-bring/

Please note, there are specific proof of
residency documents required for resi-
dents obtaining a commercial driver
license or temporary permit.

Q: What does REAL ID compliant

mean?
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Q&A with St. Johns County Tax Collector
Dennis Hollingsworth

A: The federal REAL ID Act of 2005 set
new standards for the issuance of driver
licenses and ID cards. Florida began
issuing REAL ID compliant credentials
Jan. 1, 2010. REAL ID is a nationwide
effort to improve the integrity and secu-
rity of state issued driver licenses and ID
cards, which helps fight terrorism and
reduces identity fraud.

Q: Anything else?
A: Once a customer provides the re-
quired identification documents, they
will only need to provide them again

if their information changes, such as
their name or residential address. After
May 7, 2025, non-REAL ID compli-
ant driver licenses or ID cards will not
be accepted at airports. A United States
passport may also be used in lieu of a

REAL ID compliant credential.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you or your office?

A: A lot of questions can be answered
by visiting our website, www.sjctax.

us. I may be reached by calling (904)
209-2250 or emailing taxcollector@
sjctax.us.

William Bartram Scenic
& Historic Highway

We are dedicated to protecting the SR13 Scenic and Historic Corridor
from encroachment of development and educating area residents
of our heritage and achievements.

If this history is ever lost it will be gone forever!

We need your help to protect our Scenic and Historic heritage,
Please consider joining our team of volunteers! Thank you!
Next meeting Thursday, February 16th at 6:30 pm
County Annex 725 Flora Branch

Questions? Contact Al Abbatiello at 904-699-8475 | alabbat@comcast.net

DOUG NUNNERY

FOR YOUR JOURNEY HOME

ROUND (904) 233-8731

Broker Associate & REALTOR®
DougNunneryRealtor.com

TABLE

REALTY

Now Hiring Teachers

This Valentine’s Day, reignite your passion

for education. If you love to teach, join the
Deerwood Academy team tor
competitive pay, benefits,
paid vacation, and more.
Come be part of the

Deerwood difference!

apply today.

Scan the QR code or visit
DeerwoodAcademy.com/

el Careers to learn more and

DEERWOOD

ACADEMY

Where Learning Comes First

— Deerwood Academy.com —

ST. JOHNS

904.230.8200
990 Flora Branch Blvd.  St. Johns, FL 32259

TOWN CENTER

904.807.9550
7575 Centurion Pkwy. ® Jacksonville, FL 32256
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MODERN

AESTHETIC
CENTERS

cLEVAIEL
YOUR LOOK

THIS YEAR WITH
SPECIALS ON

IPL TREATMENTS
(PHOTOFACIALS)

==

CHEMICAL PEELS

Book your appointment
today at macflorida.com

---------------------------------------------------------------------

2050 Saint Johns Parkway, Suite 106
904.526.7480

Mon = Fri: 9am — Bpm | Saturday hours available by request

Medical Director - Dr. David Mobley

St. Johns County announces new District
3 Commissioner and Interim Fire Chie

By NewsLine Staff ] .
mail@floridanewsline.com

Gov. Ron DeSantis has appointed Roy
Alaimo to represent District 3 on the
St. Johns County Board of County
Commissioners. Alaimo fills the seat
left vacant by the untimely passing of
Commissioner Paul Waldron, 53, in
October 2022. District 3 covers the
southeastern portion of the county.
Alaimo is a former District Representa-
tive for the U.S. House of Representa-
tives and previously served as the chair
of the St. Johns County Planning and
Zoning Agency. He is also the owner of
Alaimo Strategies, a St. Augustine-based
consulting firm.

Photos courtesy St. Johns County
County Commissioner Roy Alaimo.

has served the department in various
operational ranks, including firefighter,
engineer, lieutenant, captain, and bat-

“I am honored and humbled to be ap- calion chicf.

pointed by Gov. DeSantis to
serve on the St. Johns Coun-
ty Board of County Com-
missioners,” said Alaimo. “I
am excited for the opportu-
nity, and I look forward to
serving the community.”

“Serving the people of St.
Johns County has been one
of the greatest honors of my
life. 'm looking forward to
continuing that service as the
Interim Fire Rescue Chief
and leading the best fire de-
partment in Florida and the
nation,” he said.

Alaimo took the ceremonial
oath of office during the
Jan. 17, 2023, meeting. He
will serve on the St. Johns

Interim Fire Rescue Chief

Interim Fire Rescue Chief

County Board of County Raymond Scott Bulard. — Byy[]ard was selected as the
Commissioners until the 2024 2013 Fire Rescue Paramedic
election. of the Year and has been instrumental in

developing several department initia-
tives, such as the Firefighter Develop-
ment Program and the Live Fire Instruc-
tor Training Program.

The St. Johns County Fire Rescue
Department has announced Raymond
Scott Bullard as the new interim fire
rescue chief. Interim Fire Rescue Chief
Bullard’s appointment comes after the
retirement of Chief Jeffrey Prevatt,
who served St. Johns County for more
than 40 years. Bullard is a 21-year St.
Johns County Fire Rescue veteran who

St. Johns County Administration will
continue the process of selecting a
permanent fire rescue chief. Once a
selection has been made, it will be an-
nounced to the public.

t credit union

Grand opening held a

Photo courtesy First Florida Credit Union

First Florida Credit Union recently celebrated the grand opening of its 19th location, the Durbin Creek Crossing Branch
in St. Johns. The ribbon was cut by Jon Lyon, First Florida Credit Union board chairman. The event was attended by First
Florida senior managers, board of directors members, St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors, and other
local neighbors, partners, and members.

www.fruitcove.com
501 State Rd 13, St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.0996

Worship 9:30 & 11am
Connect Groups 2:30 & 11am

O O © oruicovesc

{, Fruit Cove

BAPTIST CHURCH

Clarity for Life
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Executive leadership promotions
announced

Flagler Health+ has announced the pro-
motions of Angie Metcalf, who has been
named the organization’s Chief Admin-
istrative Officer, and Donna Wagner as
Chief Nursing Ofhcer.

Metcalf, who had previously served as
executive vice president, chief human
resources officer, has been promoted to
executive vice president, Chief Admin-
istrative Officer. She will retain her
previous responsibilities over the human
resources and marketing communica-
tions function, in addition to responsi-
bilities for the partnership integration.

Donna Wagner, who recently celebrated
10 years with Flagler Health+, has been
named Vice President, Chief Nursing
Officer, a role she previously held on an
interim basis. Wagner has an extensive
nursing background including time
spent as a nursing assistant, a bedside
nurse in Med/Surg, ICCU, ICU, and
open heart recovery, a nursing educator
and adjunct professor, as well as experi-
ence in quality and patient experience.

Doctor joins family medicine practice
Dr. Elizabeth Di, a board-certified
family medicine physician, has joined
Flagler Health+’s network of Primary
Care providers. Dr. Di is now schedul-
ing appointments for new patients at the
Flagler Health+ Primary Care office at
Greenbriar, off of County Road 210 in
northern St. Johns County. Dr. Di, who
will see patients from newborn and up,
joins Dr. Mark Michaels at the location.

Dr. Di joins the Flagler Health+ team
after practicing family medicine at Uni-
versity Hospitals/Lake Health Mentor
Family Practice in the greater Cleveland,
OH area.

Dr. Di, who is fluent in Spanish, has

special interests in women'’s health, long-
acting reversible contraception, and the
care of underserved patients.

Dr. Di earned her bachelor’s degrees in
Psychology and Latin American Studies
from the University of San Francisco and
completed her master’s in Community
and Social Psychology from the Uni-
versity of Massachusetts-Lowell. After
receiving her medical degree from the
Northeast Ohio Medical University in
Rootstown, Ohio, Dr. Di completed her
residency in Family Medicine at Case
Western MetroHealth Medical Center in
Cleveland, Ohio, where she was educa-
tion co-chief, centering pregnancy leader,
and adjunct course instructor.

Hospital named as a 2023 Best Place to
Work in Information Technology

Baptist Health in Northeast Florida was
among only eight health systems in the
nation, and the only health system based
in Florida, to be ranked as a 2023 Best
Employer in Information Technology.

Computerworld publisher Foundry
surveyed large (more than 5,000
employees), midsize (1,001 to 4,999
employees), and small (1,000 or fewer
employees) organizations to discover the
top employers for its 29th annual “Best
Places to Work in IT” report. While in
past years the survey has been offered
only to U.S.-based companies, this year,
organizations across the globe participat-
ed. Public and private companies in all
industries were welcome to participate.

Baptist Health was recognized on two

levels, ranking 11th overall among

all large companies, and also ranking

among the following Computerworld

Top 10 lists for 2023:

e #2inIT growth: Demonstrating
leadership in growing the IT ranks

*  #3 in diversity: Demonstrating

Al A

L AW

PREDDY

Estate Planning Wills . Trusts
Probate « Guardianship

More Than 25 Years Legal Experience

9 04 - 6 65 - 0 O 05 ° www.preddylaw.com

Financial Planner

(#® Prudential

1008115-00004-00

Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP*, CLTC"

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name Prudential
Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered
representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.

701 San Marco Blvd

1st Floor

Jacksonville, FL 32207
904-313-4553

(omprehensive Financial Planning

D5404

Personalized financial

advice to help achieve
your goals

Ameriprise 3

Financial

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value |
Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.
Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Chris Thompson

CFP9CRPC®
Financial Advisor
Associate Manager

904.380.2290

4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

excellence in advancing workforce
DEI

*  #4 in employee engagement: Foster-
ing deeper connections and em-
ployee well-being

*  #9 in career development: Investing
in IT employees to help them grow
their skills and careers

These annual lists were compiled based
on a 52-question comprehensive survey
about company offerings including:

diversity, equity and inclusion JEI)

practices; turnover, promotions and
growth; retention and engagement pro-
grams; remote/hybrid working; benefits
and perks; training and career develop-
ment opportunities. The surveys were
then scored and thoroughly vetted by

a panel of industry experts. Responses
to the company survey were collected
and tabulated by a third-party research
vendor and then vetted by a panel of
industry experts.

New grocery store for St. Johns

Photo courtesy Southeastern Grocers

Southeastern Grocers, parent company of Winn-Dixie, officially revealed its newest Grand Cypress Winn-Dixie loca-
tion on Wednesday, Dec. 14, with a ribbon cutting ceremony before the doors opened 8 am. to hundreds of waiting
customers. The new store, located in the Grand Cypress Marketplace at 100 Little Cypress Drive (southwest corner
of Race Track Road and Philips Highway), is the grocer's first store built from the ground-up in more than a decade.
During the ceremony, the store also presented a $1,000 donation to Bartram Springs Elementary School to aid the
school's recycle programs and support Grand Cypress' future leaders.

> edwardjones.com | Member SIPC

Edward Jones

Compare our CD Rates
Bank-issued, FDIC-insured

6-month 9-month 1-year

445> 4,557 4.65~

Call or visit your local financial advisor today.

Richard D Paul Il
Financial Advisor
9965 San Jose Blvd #50

Jacksonville, FL 32257
904-880-4488

* Annual Percentage Yield (APY) effective 01/17/2023. CDs offered by Edward Jones are bank-issued and FDIC-insured up to $250,000 (principal and interest
accrued but not yet paid) per depositor, per insured depository institution, for each account ownership category. Please visit www.fdic.gov or contact your financial
advisor for additional information. Subject to availability and price change. CD values are subject to interest rate risk such that when interest rates rise, the prices of
CDs can decrease. If CDs are sold prior to maturity, the investor can lose principal value. FDIC insurance does not cover losses in market value. Early withdrawal
may not be permitted. Yields quoted are net of all commissions. CDs require the distribution of interest and do not allow interest to compound. CDs offered through
Edward Jones are issued by banks and thrifts nationwide. All CDs sold by Edward Jones are registered with the Depository Trust Corp. (DTC).

FDI-1867L-A © 2022 EDWARD D. JONES & CO,, L.P. ALL RIGHTS RESERVED. AECSPAD

Home & auto.
Bundle & save.

| can save you time and money when you
bundle your home and auto insurance.
Call, click or stop by for a quote today.

o StateFarm’

Don Haneline Ins Agency Inc
Don Haneline, Agent

196 Everest Ln Ste 3

Saint Johns, FL 32259-4102

Availability and amount of discounts and savings vary by state.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company.
State Farm Indemnity Company

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

State Farm General Insurance Company
Bloomington,IL

Bus: 904-615-1415
insurewithdon.com

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
State Farm Lioyds
Richardson, TX

State Farm Florida Insurance Company
Winter Haven, FL

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.”
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HAIR STUDIO

Serious Fun.

WE

SERIOUSLY FUN JOB

CONTACT US FOR DETAILS
(904) 481-8893

2570 RACE TRACK RD | ST JOHNS, FL 32259
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unity

Church for Creative
Living in St. Johns

We encourage you to come visit us and get to know us.
Sunday Morning Service 10:30 am

Join us Sunday,
February 26th at 12:30 PM

Conscious Comedy Concert
Vibrating at the Frequency of Fun
with award-winning humorist Greg Tamblyn

Take a musical joyride into the Profound and the Absurd, the
Personal and the Universal, the Psychological and the Spiritual,
The Sacred and the Silly. The cost is $30 after February 19th.
Purchase before February 20th and pay only $20.

Unity Church for Creative Living
2777 Race Track Road
St Johns, FL 32259

PHONE | 904.287.1505
www.unityinjax.com

Reverend Yvonne McAndrew

A garden that speaks for itself

By Dianne Battle, Master Gardener,
Garden Club of Switzerland

mail@floridanewsline.com

This winter has been a hardship for
our landscapes and gardens. Plants
that stayed healthy last winter are now
brown and dry, but that dead foliage
is still useful providing protection for
dormant plants and for birds and other
wildlife. Alpine Groves Na-
tive Plant Butterfly Garden
is in the same situation.
Firebush, porter weed,

and spiderwort that were
vital and green last win-
ter, have only dead leaves
and branches. It’s hard to
imagine them vibrant and
filled with birds, bees and
butterflies, but native plants
are resilient. They will leaf
out, and the seeds of an-
nuals will sprout, drawing
the creatures that give us

so much pleasure, dancing
above the blossoms.

In the meantime, the garden’s “caretak-
ers,” St. Johns County Master Gardeners
and the Garden Club of Switzerland, are
starting a project that should make your
experience in the garden more enjoyable
and informative. All of the plants in this
garden have value to pollinators, but
few of them are identified with signage.
Thanks to a grant from National Gar-
den Clubs, Inc., we now have a system
to label these plants, and to provide a
scannable QR code to look them up at
the University of Florida or the Florida
Native Plant Society’s website. All of the
plants and seeds from our garden were
obtained from native plant nurseries

nearby or less than two hours drive
away. Once you find a plant youd like
for your own garden, we can help you
locate a nursery that sells it.

In addition to signage for the plants, St.
Johns County will be installing a kiosk
with a poster showing Florida’s But-
terfly Caterpillars and their host plants

Photo courtesy John Battle

The Gold Lantana (Lantana depressa) is a nectar source for butterflies like

the gulf fritillary.
from the Florida Fish and Wildlife

Conservation Commission. Once you've
identified a plant from our signage, you
can refer to the kiosk to find out what
butterflies use it for nectar or to feed
their caterpillars. The poster is no longer
available, but the St. Johns County Li-
brary has the information in book form:
“Florida Butterfly Caterpillars and Their
Host Plants,” by Marc C. Minno from
the University of Florida Press.

Once the system is in place, we'd ap-
preciate your feedback. If you take a
picture of a butterfly or plant in our
garden, we'd be happy to feature it on
our garden club website, www.switzer-

landgc.org.

ElderSource Looking for Caring
Connections volunteers

By NewslLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Duval County resident Carla Furr says
she believes in the importance of giving
back to her community. It’s something
that was instilled in her by her mother
who believed in the power of good
deeds and helping others. After retiring
from the computer industry, Furr has
spent her time
volunteering in
different orga-
nizations, but
found something
special with the
ElderSource Car-
ing Connections
Telephone Reas-

surance program.

Photo courtesy ElderSource
Carla Furr

ElderSource’s Caring Connections
program is an initiative that provides a
friendly phone call from a volunteer to
an older adult who is living alone, home-
bound, or wants to receive a friendly call.
The program helps to eliminate or reduce
some of the concerns homebound older
adults face such as isolation, loneliness,
depression, and anxiety.

“The calls are not a permanent fix for
their loneliness, but it puts that in the
background for a while and brightens
their day. I can tell for a little while
they've been lifted out of their loneli-

ness,” Furr said.

The cornerstone of volunteering with
Caring Connections is being willing

to establish a friendly, caring relation-
ship with older adults over the phone.
Volunteers must also have great listening
skills, be willing to make a commitment
to call a senior at least once a week for

a minimum of six months and pass a
background check. Orientation and free
training sessions are provided.

Now going on her third year with Caring
Connections, Furr calls on two differ-
ent women once a week. The chats with
the women vary, but for her it usually is
about a two hour a week commitment.

The Caring Connections program is
looking for more volunteers. There are
currently more than two dozen older
adults on the waiting list hoping to con-
nect with a new friend.

An ElderSource staff member learns from
each volunteer how many older adults
they would like to be matched with and
makes introductory calls. Seniors who
receive the calls are 65 or older and reside
in Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St.
Johns or Volusia County. People inter-
ested in becoming an ElderSource Caring
Connections volunteer can call (904)
391-6631 or send an email to Volun-
teers@MyElderSource.org.
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FInding a Port in the Storm: Homeless youth
center provides safe haven for young people

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

There are more than 800 homeless
students in the St. Johns County School
District. Out of that number, 186 are
unaccompanied youth — without a par-
ent or guardian. The statistics tell the story
of a homelessness trend that is currently
reflected across the country.

In St. Johns County, Port in the Storm
Homeless Youth Center is trying to change
that story line and provide a place where
youth can find shelter, food, clothing, and,
most importantly, a plan to a better life.

“We serve ages 18 to 24. That age range is
the fastest growing subset of the homeless
nationwide,” said St. Augustine Society (St.
Francis House/Port in the Storm) Executive
Director Judy Dembowski. “We are a low
barrier emergency shelter. We use as few
reasons as possible to say no at the door. We
really want them to come in and be safe.”

Dembowski said staff members engage
with the youth to find out what they want
to do, where they might find “natural sup-
port” in the family and then review educa-
tion, mental health, and vocation goals.

“It is incumbent upon the staff to help
these young people want more for them-
selves,” she said. “We are changing their
trajectory.”

To that end, Port in the Storm offers case
management, daytime drop-in pro-
grams and life-skills programs to provide
the tools and support needed to move

ROBERT A. HARDWICK

SHERIFF

ST. .l HNS COUNTY

Photo courtesy Karen Hnse\
Team St. Johns County Sheriffs Office, grand champion winner for Port in
the Storm fundraiser.

forward. In one case, a graduating high
school student was accepted into a college,
but just needed a place to stay until school

began in the fall.

“They deserve the same shot at a productive
healthy loving life as kids who come from
other backgrounds. They deserve this op-
portunity, and we help show them that they
do in fact deserve it,” said Dembowski.

Dembowski, who has worked with home-
less youth since the mid-1990s, said that
the job sometimes takes its toll on her and
the staff, but it is also what keeps them

motivated to do more.

you can live life fG”y.

The Flagler Health+ Center fo

“We are in this for a reason.
We celebrate successes, and we
cry about losses very privately,”
she said. Dembowski said that
there are a lot of misconcep-
tions about the type of youth
that run away.

“There is a false narrative about
there being bad teen runaways
who are out of control. Kids
don't run to the street. They
run from something,” she said.
“It is not fun and games. It
takes a lot to leave your bed,
your food, your shower.”

Another challenge then be-
comes to live life and blend in
with your peers at school while
being homeless.

“They are called the hidden

homeless for a reason,” she said.

“They have been mistreated and ill-used
by adults in their life and on the streets
too. It takes a while to gain their trust.”

Michael Israel, St. Johns County School
District Homeless Liaison, said his job is
to identify students who are in transition,
assess their needs, remove barriers, and
assist in providing educational opportuni-
ties. This includes finding resources for
housing, school supplies, transportation,
free and reduced lunches and partnering
with civic and faith-based organizations
and the community to provide for needs
that occur outside of school.

“We live in a very blessed county and peo-
ple want to help. We have a great school
district, superintendent, and community,”
said Israel, who is also a pastor.

Dembowski said that she is grateful to the
St. Johns County School District for its
approach to helping homeless youth.

“We have a great relationship with the
school district. I have never seen a school
system like St. Johns County. They wrap
around these kids. They are phenomenal.
They invest in these homeless kids. They
do not treat them as an issue,” she said.

Israel said that he sees his job as a ministry
and has always had a strong desire to help
children that could not help themselves.
He also said that he is constantly im-
pressed by the young people that he meets
and the strength that they possess.

“They are very resilient, highly independent
individuals. They want so much more for
themselves. They are sometimes reluctant
to accept help,” said Israel. “We do not
impose on anyone. We find out their needs
and meet them where they are at. We want
them to know that we are here.”

[Authors note: For more information about
Port in the Storm, visit www.stfrancisshelter.
orglport-in-the storm. For those interested in
donating, there is always a need for granola
bars, snack size chips, pop top canned food
and any non-perishable food. Gift cards
($10) for Walmart, Target and grocery stores
and $5 gift cards to Dunkin Donuts, Chick-
[il-A and McDonalds are also appreciated.]

tructural Heart Disease at Flagler Hospital provides

heart patients the entire specfrum of cardiac care. Using minimally invasive procedures
like WATCHMAN and TAVR, we leverage the most advanced technology and world-

class physicians and staff to provide the highest standard in structural heart care—all so
you can live your best life.

@ Flagler Health+

To learn more or find a provider, visit
FlaglerHealth.org/heart today.
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DOORS OPEN AT 6:15PM  PLENTY OF LIGHTED
PARISH BINGO | Poors 0 B15PM - (RKING AND SECURITY
Binge Night at §t Joseph | GAMES START AT 7:00PM ON THE PREMISES. GREAT
LOTS OF GAMES, 50/50°S FOOD, DRINKS, & SNACKS.
& DOOR PRIZES Cody Center - Tally Room NO CHILDREN ALLOWED

PER STATE LAWS.

849.0931(10)(A)

GAME DATES:

FEB11 | MAR11 | APR29 | MAY27 | JUN10

For more information, contact Vinny Terlizzi at
904-742-8777 or vaterlizzi@gmail.com

JOYFULL Y_,’ {. hé"'{;f‘-.é’ .

ef \ DAY & NIGHT

)Y ET
MARKETS

One Date, One Place - Two Markets!
F,_'Q Trout Creek Community Ctr 6795 Collier Rd, St. Augustine

APRIL 1, 2023:10:00 AM - 3:00 PM &
AND 5:00PM-9:00PM ‘=

TICKETS =
GO ON SALE BOTH MARKETS: Shopping, Food, & Fun "
FEB 15TH DAY MARKET: Kid's Activities v/ |

NIGHT MARKET: Adult Activities >
Get Tickets or ,l e

Learn More
joyfullythankful.com /spring

oufs;f, 6%!1%}
BROWS LASHES SKIN

“I only want cremation.”

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 * (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road - St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

All About

BALLRT"M

[
;‘xp

Ballroom dance and venue rental

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HEADQUARTERS FOR...

@ Printing

@ Banners-Posters-Signs

@ Business Cards-Direct Mail
@ Packing & Shipping

@ Shredding

@ Faxing & Scanning

@ Mailbox Services

@ Notary Services

@ Passport Photos

St Augustine-World Golf Village #6113
52 Tuscan Way, Suite 202
St Augustine FL 32092

904.940.0055

Store6113@theupsstore.com

Locally Owned and Operated

Briefs

Scenic Highway group seeks members
The William Bartram Scenic and Historic
Highway group recently sent invitations
to residents living within 650 feet of the
centerline of the William Bartram Scenic
Highway, State Road 13, to join their
organization to help protect and preserve
the scenic corridor for present and future
generations.

The group is a 501 C 3 non-profit chari-
table organization and has been in the
forefront of the attempt to keep Northwest
St. Johns County scenic and historic.

Readers are cordially invited to join the
Scenic Highway Group by calling Al Ab-
batiello at (904) 699-8475 or via email:
alabbat@comcast.net.

St. Johns Riverkeeper launches new
recreation website

St. Johns Riverkeeper has launched its

new website, explorethestjohns.com. The
website is for outdoor enthusiasts and
novices alike. Visitors to the site can search
various categories such as hiking, kayaking,
marinas, dining, places to stay and more, to

learn about and plan outings throughout
the St. Johns River watershed.

“An important part of our work at St. Johns
Riverkeeper is to educate people about the
wonders of the St. Johns and introduce
them to the many beautiful and special
places throughout the river’s watershed,”
explained Jimmy Orth, St. Johns River-
keeper executive director. “The St. Johns is
Florida’s longest river and one of the most
unique and important waterways in the
United States. Our new website is intended
to make it easier for the public to get out
and explore this national treasure.”

The website serves as a unique space for
users to discover places to explore along
the 310-mile St. Johns, including the lakes,
creeks, tributaries and natural lands that
comprise the river’s nearly 9,000 square
mile watershed. In addition to parks and
outdoor recreation, the site highlights local
businesses that are a part of the river com-
munity — including waterfront eateries,

hotels and fish camps.

The St. Johns Riverkeeper team plans to
continue to expand the website.

Visit explorethestjohns.com to find a new
place to launch your kayak or boat, walk
and enjoy Florida’s winter weather, or join a
guided nature tour along the water.

New schedule for Friends of Library book
sales

The Friends of the Bartram Trail Library is
trying something new this year. Instead of
monthly book sales that are only open for
three hours on a Saturday, the group will
hold quarterly sales in the front meeting
room of the Bartram Trail Branch Library
with special early access for Friends mem-
bers.

The first sale of 2023 will be Wednesday,
Feb. 8 through Saturday, Feb. 11. Friends
members will have early access from 5

p-m. to 7 p.m. on Tuesday Feb. 7. Friends
members can also fill a brown paper bag for
$5 on Saturday.

If you would like to become a member,
pick up an application in the branch or
download one from the St. Johns County
Public Library website. Annual member-
ship is $20 per person or $30 per family.

All memberships and donations provide
programming, supplies, books and equip-
ment to the library. Email info@bartram-
trailfol.org with any questions.

Bartram Trail Newcomers' and Women's
Club announce February Luncheon

The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and
Women’s Club will hold its February meet-
ing and luncheon on Wednesday, Feb. 15
at 11 a.m. (note the change in day due to
scheduling conflict) at the St. Johns Golf
and Country Club, located at 205 St. Johns
Golf Drive. Doors will open at 10:30 a.m.

The luncheon will include a “Cruising into
Spring” fashion show featuring clothing
from Petunia Patch Fashion Express owned
by Peggy Johnson. Fashions including day
weat, travel wear and evening wear. Models
will be club members.

The cost of the luncheon will be $32;
make checks payable to BITNC and mail
to Donna Holland, 512 Candyroot Ct.,

St. Johns, FL 32259. Payment must be
received no later than Feb. 10, 2023, no
exceptions. Be sure to indicate your entrée
choice on the check memo line. Visit www.
facebook.com/BTNCI for food choices
and updated information.

The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and
Women'’s Club meets the second Tuesday
of every month from September to May
for lunch. In addition to the monthly
meetings, the club has a wide variety of
interest groups, including Bridge, Conti-
nental Rummy, Pennies Canasta, Mexican
Chicken Train dominoes, Bunko, Mah
Jongg, golf, recipe exchange, monthly spe-
cial events, book club, lunch and matinee,
Lunch Divas, Ladies Night Oug, a nature
walk group and community projects.

Email Linda Beard at bartramtc@gmail.
com for club information. Visit www.face-
book.com/BTNCI to see pictures of meet-
ings and download a membership form.

Annual Giving Tree initiative benefitted
many in need

In a year that had seen so many in need of
assistance, the St. Johns County commu-
nity’s generosity and support of the 17th
annual St. Johns CARES, Inc. Giving Tree
initiative provided help to 40 non-profit
organizations. These organizations serve the
St. Johns CARES’ target populations of the
elderly, veterans, homeless, abused, children
and pets in the county.

Donations at 52 host donation sites and
by individuals resulted in distribution of
$62,843 in needed items and gift cards
to help the non-profit organizations meet
their client needs and wishes for the holi-
days and in the New Year.

Information on helping others in need

can be found at www.stjohnscares.org and
on the group’s Facebook page, “St. Johns
CARES Volunteer Organization.” St. Johns
CARES, Inc. is an all-volunteer nonprofit
organization.

Newcomers of North St. Johns to learn
about pearls at meeting

The Newcomers of North St. Johns
February luncheon will be held on Thurs-
day, Feb. 23 beginning at 11 a.m. at the
Jacksonville Golf & Country Club, 3985
Hunt Club Road. Doors will open at 10:30
a.m. The event will feature an entertaining

Briefs cont. on pg. 15
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Stephen Brezil said he has loved
animals his whole life — somewhat
surprising since his parents were not
“animal people,” especially his father.
Born in California and raised in the
wilderness of Virginia, Brezil grew up
exploring the woods and all the crit-
ters he could find. At one point, his
mother limited the number of tanks
he could have in his room contain-
ing animals, so he said he researched
to learn which animals could live
together in a tank so he could fit more
in. Throughout his life, he has worked
for a variety of pet stores, including
his own: Blazin’ Reptiles, which he
opened when he was still a teenager
and eventually, Xtreme Exotics, now
open on Philips Highway in Jackson-
ville. Almost five years ago, he started
Xtreme Exotics Wildlife Foundation, a
non-profit with the mission to take in
rescue animals and endangered species.
It is located on US Highway 1 just
south of Palencia.

Q: What was your first job working
with animals?

A: I started the selling of animals when
I was a boy and we would travel from
Virginia to Florida for family vacations.
The pet stores in Virginia would buy
invasive species such as iguanas that I
would bring back from Florida. When I
was 14, I got a worker’s permit to work
underage for 20 hours per week at a

pet store in Virginia. When we moved
to Florida, I was 15 and I continued
working in pet stores. My first job here
was at AquaZoo. I always wanted to not

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

travel - pantry raiders - gardening
fishing - entertainment - puzzles

just sell someone

a pet, but I wanted
to teach them how to keep the
animal alive and healthy.

Q: Have you ever caught an alligator?
A: I have! On one of our family vaca-
tions to Florida, my goal was to catch
an alligator. I did. I told my mom
about it when we were in a restau-
rant and she screamed. I told her that
[“Crocodile Hunter”] Steve Irwin had
caught one when he was nine years old
and I did it at 12, so I wasn’t that far
behind. It was about three feet long
and yes, the FWC did come and tell
me I couldn’t keep the alligator, but I
had already set it free. Of course you
need a permit to catch an alligator ...
as I now know.

Q: When did you open your pet
store, Xtreme Exotics?

A: As a teenager, I worked at a number
of pet stores. At one point, the owner

Photo courtesy Stephen Brezil

Stephen Brezil

of one of the stores told me that I
would never be successful in the busi-
ness, so 30 days later I opened Blazin’
Reptiles, my first store, because I didn’t
want to work for someone else again. I
wanted to keep the animals safe and I
even vetted potential owners. I owned
Blazin’ Reptiles for about 12 years, and
then decided to start over and change
the name to keep things fresh and also
to reflect that we sold more than just
turtles and lizards. I opened Xtreme
Exotics in 2016 with the support of
many of my previous clients. We have
everything from Bengal cats to bearded
dragons, turtles, snakes, monitor liz-
ards, and ferrets.

Q: What led you to start the Xtreme
Exotics Wildlife Foundation?

A: At the pet store, we would take in
between 100 — 150 rescue animals a

The PLAYERS Championship
March 7-12, 2023

PUT YOUR BUSINESS AD IN
FRONT OF 27,000+ FANS!

. Linda Gay
| Marketing & Sales

(904) 607-5062 cell Linda@FloridaNewsline.com www.FloridaNewsline.com
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By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

year ... sometimes the owners had lost
their home or many times a military
family had an abrupt transfer and
they were unable to take their animal.
About five years ago, I decided to buy
some land after someone gave me a
serval cat. The goal for our rescues is
to get them healthy and then place
them with a family if possible. We've
grown to include endangered species
with an eye towards conservation;

we either release them to the wild or
place them in zoos. We have mon-
keys, lemurs, kangaroos, owls, and

a river otter from the Brevard Zoo,
whose mom was killed in an accident
that also left him permanently handi-
capped. He will live with us in one of
our lagoons.

We live and work with these animals
and we get the opportunity to show
people what it takes to own them. The
foundation is a non-profit and we offer
private tours and accept donations of
money and items to keep it going. For
instance, two different Publix stores
donate all their extra produce to us on
a daily basis.

Q: What is the most interesting ani-
mal that you have at the Foundation?
A: Probably our clouded leopards,
which are a threatened species. We have
two girls that live at the Foundation
and they became somewhat famous on

TikTok last year.

Q: What do you do in your spare
time?

A: I don’t really have much spare time
between the store and the foundation.
But I like to travel to other people’s
200s to learn what they do and offer to
help with our knowledge if I can.

[Author’s Note: Tours are available at
Xtreme Exotics Wildlife Foundation. Visit
them on Facebook, Instagram, or Tik1ok
to learn more.]
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Community Marketplace Call

(904) 886-4919 for
advertising rates

FICTITIOUS NAME REGISTRATION

Notice is hereby given that the under
signed pursuant to the Fictitious Name
Statute, Chapter 865.09, Florida Statutes,
will register with the Division of Cor
porations, Department of State, State of
Florida upon receipt of this notice, the
fictitious name:

Privacy Landscaping of Florida

Under which (I am) (we are) engaged in
business at address that the (party) (par
ties) interested in said business enterprise
is as follows:

Thomas Bell

1475 Mallard Landing Blvd.
Saint Johns, FL 32259

St. Johns County

NOVAXX Movers LLG
and Handyman Services

Delivery Services
d Removals

ervices

Licensed and Insured

LONGLEAF RIDES LLC

E — nercialor Resdé 1
no ?lgfé‘ct too small

floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

WORKS |

Driveways -Walkways
) Pav_ers : Co_ncrete Remov::1| Catering to the needs of
+Patios +Driveway Extension the homeowner since 2002

Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

Tree Service

Contact Us For All Your Transportation Needs!

Alberto Trinchetta
Call or text: 516-547-6512
Email: longleafrides@gmail.com

Call us today for a free evaluation and estimate!

904-719-8499

Tree Removal | Tree & Shrub Pruning | Storm Preparation | Stump Grinding
Tree & Landscape Assessment | Plant Healthcare | Emergency Services

ABOVE & BEYOND CLEANING SERVICES
Cleaning with a personal touch!

¢ Residential
¢ Vacation Rentals
¢ Clean Outs

Call Lisa 904.832.3499

Licensed & Insured

PAVERS CONCRETE & MORE

Tear Out and Replace
* Driveways * Walkways ¢ Patios
* Cool Deck & Slabs
* Pool Deck Remodel

Free Estimate

904-651-5593

Licensed, insured, bonded

® Pressure Wash
e Soft Wash

e Residential

e Commercial

SUPERIOR

d SOFTWASH

Call Steve today!
From Green 904-230-3749
to CLEAN! 1-888-33-SOFTWASH

Whole House / Driveway / Walkway / Patio / Roof

Screen Enclosure / Pool Deck / Fence + More!

Licensed/Insured e Senior/Military Discount  Free Estimate

We offer Fictitious Name

Advertisements!
Call for details (904) 886-4919

SNIP’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.

FL-5456A - LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

THE
-r‘ DRIVEWAY
COMPANY"™

OF JACKSONVILLE
904-295-1715




VIAGRA and CIALIS US-
ERS! 50 Generic Pills
SPECIAL $99.00. 100%
guaranteed. 24/7 CALL
NOW! 888-445-5928
Hablamos Espafiol

Dental insurance -
Physicians Mutual
Insurance Company.
Covers 350 proce-
dures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan.
Get your free dental
info kit! 1-855-526-
1060 www.dental50p-
lus.com/ads #6258

blocking gutter pro-
tection. Schedule free
LeafFilter estimate
today. 20% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior
& Military Discounts.
Call 1-833-610-1936

BATH & SHOWER
UPDATES in as little
as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No pay-
ments for 18 months!
Lifetime warranty &
professional installs.
Senior & Military
Discounts available.
Call: 855-761-1725

Attention oxygen
therapy users! Ino-
gen One G4 is capable
of full 24/7 oxygen
delivery. Only 2.8
pounds. Free info kit.
Call 877-929-9587

Prepare for power
outages today with
a GENERAC home
standby generator $0
Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free
Quote. Call before
the next power out-
age: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter
cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-

Donate Your Car to Vet-
erans Today! Help and
Support our Veterans.
Fast - FREE pick up.
100% tax deductible.
Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally,
super-fast internet no
matter where you live.
25 Mbps just $59.99/
mo! Unlimited Data is
Here. Stream Video.
Bundle TV & Inter-
net. Free Installation.
Call 866-499-0141

Become a published
author. We want to
read your book! Dor-
rance Publishing
trusted since 1920.
Consultation, pro-
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Job Finder:

ISO caregiver for elderly man with mobility issues in Mandarin. Uses
Hoyer for transferring. Responsibilities: housekeeping, cooking, errands,
companionship. Thursday and Friday evenings (7:30 pm-11:30 pm),
Saturday and Sunday mornings (9:00 am-1:00pm) Background check.
Due to his condition, vaccination required. $18/hour. Email resume and
references to- bub32258@gmail.com

Work hard, play hard, Change lives! Love working with children and
making a difference in their lives? THE LITTLE GYM of FRUIT COVE is
growing, come join us! Call 904-481-8893 for more information”

We are looking for CONCRETE finishers and laborers to grow and develop
within our organization. Concrete finishers must have experience with
curb, gutter, and sidewalks. Ability to form, pour and finish concrete is
necessary. Call 904-295-1715

duction, promotion &
distribution. Call for
free author’'s guide
1-877-729-4998 or visit
dorranceinfo.com/ads

DISH TV $64.99 For
190 Channels + $14.95
High Speed Internet.
Free Installation,
Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote.
Some restrictions ap-
ply. Promo Expires
1/21/23.1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell
solar plus battery
storage system. Save
money, reduce reli-
ance on grid, prepare
for outages & power

your home. Full in-
stallation services.
$0 down financing
option. Request free
no obligation quote.
1-877-539-0299

Safe Step. North
America's #1 Walk-in
tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty.
Top-of-the-line instal-
lation and service.
Now featuring our
free shower package
& $1600 off - limited
time! Financing avail-
able. 1-855-417-1306
Switch and save up to

$250/yr on talk, text
& data. No contract or

hidden fees. Unlimited
talk & text with flex-
ible data plans. Premi-
um nationwide cover-
age. 100% U.S. based
customer service.
Limited time get $50
off any new account.
Use code GIFT50.
1-855-903-3048

Attention Homeown-
ers! If you have water
damage and need
cleanup services,
call us! We'll get in
& work with your
insurance agency
to get your home
repaired and your
life back to normal
ASAP! 855-767-7031

-

‘."rfﬂ

s

-« Call today and receive a

-— FREE SHOWER PACKAGE
PLUS $1600 OFF

" SAFEVSTER

WALK-IN TuB

1-855-417-1306

With purchase ofla new Safe Step Walk-InTub. Not applicable with any previous
walk-in tub purchas# Offer available while supplies last. No cash value. Must present
oﬂer?’»ﬁe of purchase. CSLB 1082165 NSCB 0082999 0083445

-S'P[:c /4[
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Prepare for power
outages today

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

$0 MONEY DOWN + LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE
(866) 643-0438

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase, install and activate the
generator with a participating dealer. Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

GENERAC
— ]

I
FREE /,
7Year Extended

Warranty*
A $695 Value!

MobileHelp, Ameri-
ca's premier mobile
medical alert sys-
tem. Whether you're
home or away. For
safety & peace of
mind. No long term
contracts! Free bro-
chure!1-888-489-3936

Housing Assistance,
WIC, Veterans Pen-
sion, Survivor Ben-
efits, Lifeline, Tribal.
15 GB internet. Android
tablet free w/one-time
$20 copay. Free ship-
ping. Call Maxsip Tele-
com! 1-833-758-3892

Free high speed in-
ternet if qualified.
Govt. pgm for recipi-
ents of select pgms
incl. Medicaid, SNAP,

!0LD GUITARS WANT-
ED!! GIBSON, FENDER,
MARTIN, etc. 1930's
to 1980's. TOP DOL-
LAR PAID. CALL TOLL

FREE 1-866-433-8277

Caring for an aging
loved one? Wonder-
ing about options like
senior-living commu-
nities and in-home
care? Caring.com'’s
Family Advisors help
take the guesswork
out of senior care
for your family. Free,
no-obligation con-
sult: 1-855-759-1407

Beta Club donates to St.
Augustine Humane Society

Photo courtesy Kelli Gallant

The Timberlin Creek Elementary Beta Club welcomed guest speaker Lynn Washington from the St. Augustine
Humane Society to its January meeting. The Beta Club presented Washington with a donation check for $500, along
with numerous items for cats. The students raised this money by earning donations for arts and crafts that they
made. Washington also brought a special guest, Barry (the cat), who the students were fortunate enough to meet

and learn about.

SA

Tmberlin Creek
students support
~E Pet Rescue

Photo coutesy KI\Ham
This year the first graders at Timberlin Creek Elementary decided to give back to the community during the holiday
season, so they collected donations for S.AFE. Pet Rescue in St. Augustine. The students contributed more than 150
items, including collars, leashes, toys, and pet food.

Briefs cont. from pg. 12

presentation about pearls by the Love the

Pearls experts and all attending will receive a

classic pair of pearl stud earrings.

The cost for the luncheon and program is

$34 for members and $39 for guests and

all reservations must be received by Feb. 15,
2023. Visit https://newcomersofnorthstjohns.
org for more information about the luncheon,
including entree choice, and membership.

Following lunch, guest speaker Mike Bren-

nan will deliver an informative and fun
presentation about the wonderful world

of pearls. There is also time to shop a huge
selection of pearl jewelry, including new
designs at incredible savings direct from the
producer. Credit card or cash only.

The Newcomers of North St. Johns offers a
variety of activities to get acquainted and have
fun including smaller lunch groups, Bunco,
Canasta, wine socials, golf; Mah Jongg, holi-
day parties, day trips and cultural events.

YOUR AD ON OUR FRONT PAGE!
Call today and find out how

Linda Gay 904.607.5062
linda@floridanewsline.com
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CREATING LIFE CHANGING CONVERSATIONS

FRENDSPEAK )

CREATING LIFE-CHANGING CONVERSATIONS

IMPROVE YOUR ENGLISH SKILLS
FREE ENGLISH CONVERSATIONAL SESSIONS

1965 STATE RD 13, SAINT JOHNS, FL. 32259
swisscovechristian.com/friendspeak

904.293.2961

Swiss Cove

Christ'an Church

Classes for all ages, from beginner to adult with the only
competition team in the area.
We are ready to help you reach your goals!

Call us today to schedule your
complimentary informational tour!

904-826-1904
335 South Legacy Trail, B102-112
St. Augustine, Fl 32092

lionsdenkarate.net 0

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Nina Mcintosh, PA-C, Sarah Hagerbrant, DO, Jaime Kibler, DO,
Donald J. Levine, MD, Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios,
PA-C, are dedicated to your family’s health through every stage of life.

They offer you and your family a medical home, where you can enjoy
an ongoing relationship with your personal physician. Convenient.
Caring. Connected. That's changing health care for good.

Areas of expertise include:

e Sports/school physicals e Minor skin lesion and

® |Immunizations mole removal
o Well child visits

e Preventive/GYN exams

e Osteopathic treatment
e On-site lab
¢ Disease management

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

WE'VE MOVED!
Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
30 Ardisia Lane ¢ St. Johns, FL 32259
904.287.2794

baptistprimarycare.net

 BAPTIST
Primary Care

© Baptist Health 2022

The
Pantry
Raiders

February may be known as the short-

est month of the year, but it also can be
among the coldest. When cooking during
this time of year, whether it’s a family meal
or a romantic dinner for two on Valen-
tine’s Day, foods that take the cold weather
into consideration are the best bets.

Cottage pie is a meal traditionally
served in areas of Great Britain and
Ireland. The name is sometimes used
interchangeably with shepherd’s pie, but
that’s a mistake. While shepherd’s pie
uses lamb in the recipe, cottage pie con-
tains beef. Cottage pie features a layer
of meat and vegetables topped with
potatoes. Some people opt for a mashed
potato topping, others arrange thin
slices of potatoes to look like “shingles”
on the cottage. This recipe for “Cottage
Pies” from “Real Simple Dinner To-
night: Done” (Time Home Entertain-
ment) from the editors of Real Simple
prepares the pies into individual serv-
ings. They can be prepared up to two
days in advance and then baked straight
from the refrigerator as needed.

Cottage Pies

Serves 4

1 2 pounds Yukon gold potatoes (about
3), peeled and cut into 2-inch pieces
Kosher salt and black pepper

V2 cup whole milk

2 tbsp. unsalted butter

1 tbsp. olive oil

1 Ib. ground beef

1/3 cup ketchup

Nutrition
Check

The month of February is known as
the month of love by many. For some,
this means receiving and giving love
to a spouse or friend, but this can also
mean giving love to yourself. It may be
hard to believe, but there has been sci-
entific evidence that reveals eating spe-
cific foods can have a positive impact
on your mood. This is possible due to
food being able to promote dopamine
and serotonin. (Cleveland Clinic)

Dopamine is a neurotransmitter in
your brain that plays a role as a “re-
ward center” in:

* motivation

* movement

* attention

* memory, and more.

Serotonin is a neurotransmitter that
plays a key role in body functions
such as:

e  mood

*  sleep

* happiness

* influencing learning

Foods that we consume daily can
unlock your body’s natural happiness.
Some complex carbs that are impor-
tant for stabilizing your mood include
brown rice, beans, whole grain pasta,
oats, and legumes. Another great

This hearty meal
chases away the chill

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Cottage Pies

1 tbsp. Worcestershire sauce
1 V2 cups frozen peas and carrots

Heat oven to 425 E Place the potatoes
in a large pot and add enough cold
water to cover. Bring to a boil and add 2
teaspoons salt. Reduce heat and sim-
mer until just tender, 15 to 18 minutes.
Drain the potatoes and return them to
the pot. Add the milk, butter, and 1/4
teaspoon each salt and pepper and mash
to the desired consistency.

Meanwhile, heat the oil in a large skillet
over medium-high heat. Add the beef
and cook, breaking it up with a spoon,
until no longer pink, 5 to 6 minutes. Stir
in the ketchup, Worcestershire sauce, 1/2
teaspoon salt, and 1/4 teaspoon pepper.
Fold in the peas and carrots.

Transfer the beef mixture to 4 individual
baking dishes and top with the mashed
potatoes. Bake until golden brown, 15
to 20 minutes.

Foods that boost
your mood

By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RD and Rayonna Hills BS
mail@floridanewsline.com

source of food that is packed with
healthy fats and protein that con-
tribute to healthy brain function and
protect against depression are eggs.
Other sources include whole grains,
red meat, dairy, bananas, green veg-
etables, and beetroot.

Omega-3 fats are also important for
brain function and the communica-
tion of dopamine and serotonin.
These foods include oily fish such as
sardines, salmon, trout, mackerel,
and pilchards. Seafood like the fish
mentioned above provides zinc to
the body, which also is suggested to
reduce anger and depression.

When dopamine and serotonin
levels are low, you may experience a
depressed mood, lack of motivation,
fatigue, and difficulty concentrating.
(Mayo Clinic) There are many food
options that are shown to promote
dopamine and serotonin and send
positive vibes to the brain. Next
time you're in the mood for a mood
booster, give one of these foods a try.

Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN,
CLC, FAND is an assistant professor
in the Department of Nutrition and
Dietetics, Brooks College of Health,
University of North Florida.



I hope everyone is having a great winter
season and staying warm throughout.
Other than the three-day cold snap in
December, we've continued to have some
comfortable weather to fish in. Water tem-
peratures have been trending from 55 to
62 degrees, though I'm sure they dipped
lower than that in December. Unfortu-
nately I wasn’t able to fish those days.

I heard about and saw some fish that
werent able to make it through the cold
water temperatures including a small
tarpon in Doctors Lake. I've seen armored
catfish and tilapia floating around Juling-
ton Creek. These two species are consid-
ered invasive and seasonal cold weather
provides much needed relief to limit their
encroachment on our native fishes.

Specks continue to be the best bite in the
river and local creeks. Larger fish have still
been in the main river but the increas-

ing numbers of quality fish in the creeks
seem to be indicating they’re coming in
preparing to spawn. Many of them already
show signs of fattening up with roe. Jigs
and minnows are still productive for them
around structure and deeper holes.

‘ Jimmy'’s Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

While I understand that specks are consid-
ered excellent table fare and not neces-
sarily a popular catch and release species,

I would like to introduce a little selfish
conservation plug. Specks and many other
fish can easily be caught in high numbers
when spawning or preparing to spawn
since they congregate in relatively small
areas. Females tend to be the larger fish
caught and more often kept because of
this. One egg-laden female can produce
thousands upon thousands of eggs so the
more females we can keep in the water

to spawn, the more fish we'll have next
year. Specks and all fish are resources we
share as anglers. Our actions will affect the

quantity and quality of those fisheries.

I haven't caught a shrimp since December
and wouldn' expect to luck into any until
next month — and with that probably a
few more saltwater fish. Sheepshead, redfish,
and flounder will start to fill in with them.
We'll talk more about that next month. Surf
fishing for whiting s still an option for you
this month as well as fishing inshore waters
like I mentioned in last month's report. Until
then, we've almost made it through the cold,

s0 stay warm, stay safe, and tight lines.

Effective Marketing. Better Results.
Advertise with your community newspapers!

Linda Gay
904-607-5062
Linda@floridanewsline.com

= WILLIE'S OLD SCHOOL RULES OF BBQ —

EVERY MEAL
eonted with a dae ¢

% SOUTHERN HOSPITALITY.

Senior Happy Hour
Mon - Fri ® 4pm - 6pm
15% discount for seniors
age 60 & over.
Dine-in only.

]

SERVED IN MINUTES

Got a Great
Local News Story?

Tell us about it today! ==

'H

WILLIE
JEWELLS
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Gold & Diamonds Direct
Serving Jacksonville Since 1984

jewelry repair - watch batteries - jewelry appraisals
custom jewelry design - gemologist on staff

Wour NValentines
Gt &
Headquarters

(904) 770 2790

Publix Plantation Plaza | 2758 Race Track Rd., Suite 407 | St Johns Florida
Doing business locally for over 39 years!

PARENTLIFE

S®CLARITY FOR INTENTIONAL PARENTING #»

1 Carat Diamond
When you purchase a $5,000 white
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:

i cardboard jewelry box. K
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FEBRUARY 10-12, 2023

at Fruit Cove Baptist Church

FRIDAY: 7:00PM - 9:00PM
SATURDAY: 9:30AM -12:30PM
SUNDAY: 9:30AM - 11:00AM

Connect Group breakouts

$10/person

* Childcare options available

Featuring: Dr. Kathy Koch of Celebrate Kids

for more details and registration visit
FruitCove.com/parentlife

(904) 287-0996

501 SR 13, St Johns FL 32259

AMinistry of
Fruit Cove Baptist Church

S5.00 off

any purchase of $25 or more

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH, UBER EATS, AND GRUB HUB!

Kids eat FREE on Wednesday!
5:30pm-8:30pm
1Kids Meal free (10 & under)
with purchase of 1 adult
platter, Dine-in only.

View our full menu
and order online!

www.WillieJewells.com

(904) 342-3373

105 Murabella Parkway, St. Augustine FL 32092
(next to the Publix at the corner of SR-16 and Pacetti Road.)

f Like us at fa'cebook.com/wiliiejewellsworldgoﬁ-- for_infoﬁ_éiion on promotions and-other-events!
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AFFORDABLE WATER ercil, 7\ Sinc gy
CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.
- Water Softners & Filtration Systems
- Service on most makes and models
- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis. R

K1 3760KoriRoad * www.affordablewaterjax.com [

“If I were still in my house I would not be
doing half of what I'm doing here. And
I've never had so many friends in my life.”

— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

WHAT MAKES OUR
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life Plan
Community offers a stunning natural setting, spacious

garden apartments and villa homes, and an active
lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy the assurance
of a full continuum of healthcare services, should your
needs change.

Call (904) 861-6425 today to
discover all there is to be happy about!

=1 Westminster
Woods

on Julington Creek

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org
25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL w@

It’s just two weeks into the New Year as
I write, and I'm already looking forward
to spring. Not because I don’t enjoy this
quieter time of the year in the garden,
but because I am planning what I might
plant and enjoy in the coming months.

Some small perennials need repotting
and fertilizing if they are to make good
sized garden plants this year. A dilute
solution of liquid fertilizer every week or
two should work. There are volunteers
that I might venture to move. I've been
slow to sow wildflower seeds, but though
the seeds may not be as fertile as they
were when fresh, I do expect some small
successes. There are a few shrubs to go in
before the warmer weather arrives. With
the freezes knocking back some of my
more tender plants, like Indian shot can-
nas (Canna indica) and firespike (Odon-
tonema cuspidatum), it’s clear I need to
install evergreen shrubs or small trees to
screen the neighbors’ yards. Possibilities
include female yaupon holly (Zlex vomi-
toria), rusty lyonia (Lyonia ferruginea),
Simpson’s stopper (Myrcianthes fragrans),
and maybe Walter’s viburnum (Vibur-
num obovatum). | have some sabal palms
(Sabal palmetto) dotted around the yard
and these plants could fit in well. T also
have some wild coffee shrubs (Psychotria
nervosa) to add into the mix, but after
our recent hard freezes I may keep these
in pots as they aren't fully hardy in zone
9. These plants would all supply food
and shelter for birds and insects, includ-
ing butterflies, which is a big consider-
ation, and are suited to our well-draining
sandy soil, once established. It only
remains to fill in lower layers of a design
with plenty of flowers and subshrubs,

either native or Florida-Friendly.

For information on these and other trees
and shrubs, check out this comprehen-
sive website: https://tinyurl.com/k9vj9x-

‘ Early spring planning

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

fa. And this is another useful website,
specifically for “bee-friendly” plants:
heeps://fll.ifas.ufl.edu/bees/.

The Florida Vegetable Gardening Guide
(https://tinyurl.com/5pe3hx84) will be
useful in the coming weeks while plan-
ning the early spring and summer gar-
den. Our winter garden includes mainly
broccoli, collards, red and green heading
cabbages, and a few rutabaga (or “swede”
to those of us with British roots, no pun
intended). It’s not too late to start beets,
arugula, and lettuce, to name just a few,
and not too early to start peas. Check the
guide. Tomato growers need time sowing
their seed indoors to about six weeks
before the last average frost date, which
makes that early February.

I was reminded of the importance of
wildflowers, while watching two female
painted buntings feeding on the seeds

of a native red salvia, Salvia coccinea,
just outside my front door. There are

also males around, looking just like
miniature parrots, they are so colorful
(hteps://tinyurl.com/bdzk63vp). Some
native broomsedge grasses (Andropogon
virginicus) fed a small flock of chipping
sparrows just before the freezes. And a
dozen or so other species were flocking
to my feeders as if they knew exactly
what was coming. The robins, harbingers
of spring, have returned, but it feels too
early. I hope they find the food they need
to sustain them before they continue
northwards to breed.

As a reminder, the city of Jacksonville
has a great tree planting program. If you
are a homeowner with property next to a
right of way, you can apply to have a tree
planted there for free. For more informa-
tion, visit hteps://tinyurl.com/yckeby3u,
and click on 630 CITY Program Guide,
where you can find out how the scheme
could work for you.

Fuseran Hose » Cremarosy « Mesoria Parx

Funeral « Crematory « Memorial Park
@:C RAIG

|Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.|

WWW.CRAIGFUNERALHOME.COM °* (904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

The PLAYERS Championship
March 7-12, 2023

PUT YOUR BUSINESS AD IN
FRONT OF 27,000+ FANS!

Linda Gay
Marketing & Sales

(904) 607-5062 cell

Linda@FloridaNewsline.com
www.FloridaNewsline.com

Championship




Unless you are a devoted fan of Vincent
Van Gogh, you probably haven't heard
of Auvers-Sur-Oise. The village, located
in Normandy, France, near Vernon, rests
about an hour's train ride from Paris. The
picturesque spot inspired many Impres-
sionist Masters: Van Gogh, Camille
Pissarro, and Paul Cézanne. They all
variously lived and worked in Auvers-

Sur-Oise.

My Viking Seine River and Normandy

Cruise included an excursion to the small
town. Being curious, I signed on. Now, |
am so thankful I took the opportunity to
visit this town and learn about its history.

Auvers is where Vincent Van Gogh lived
the last two months of his life in 1890.
The area gave him such a source of cre-
ativity that he completed 80 paintings in
70 days.

When my group arrived, I spotted City
Hall, called Hotel in Ville in France. The
building looked like someone decorated
it for Bastille Day with red, white, and
blue French flags. As I gazed around,

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Beautiful village of Auvers.
the entire village
seemed frozen in
time, a 19th-
century time

capsule.

A guide met my
group and began
to lead us along.
Before strolling
down residential
cobblestone streets, we passed a few cute-
sy shops and restaurants. Then, we came
upon shuttered homes with lace curtains
hanging in the windows and flower boxes
in bloom outside.

We traveled along a discreetly marked
Van Gogh Trail and stopped at the
Eglise Notre-Dame-de-l'Assomption,
the church Van Gogh famously painted.
The interior seemed somewhat drab,
but it held a copy of the well-known
painting. I loved comparing the Gothic,
13th-century building to the artwork. In
a letter to his sister, Van Gogh described
the church saying, "the building appears
to be violet-hued against a sky of simple

Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear hetter

R

_th&E:i}iffifF

Introducing Oticon More™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for hetter
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Qwner

Call 904-262-5550 Today!

You're invited to try
Oticon More R/SK FREE

STAVERMAN

HEARING CENTERS

300+ Five Star Reviews

Come in and bring a
loved one to receive:

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

Your Community Resource for Better Hearing

12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com
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Walk Van Gogh's final days in France

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Van Gogh's painting of the church.

deep blue color, pure
cobalt; the stained-
glass windows appear
as ultramarine blotch-
es, the roof is violet
and partly orange. In
the foreground, some
green plants in bloom,
and sand with the pink

flow of sunshine in it."

The Viking tour group continued up a
hill to the town cemetery, where we found
the ivy-covered graves of Vincent and his
brother Theo. Mystery surrounds Vin-
cent's death, but the prevailing thought

is suicide since he suffered from mental
problems. He was supposed to be under a
doctor's care. History says he shot himself
in the fields and made it back to his room
in the auberge (a French inn that provides
meals). His brother was called and came
from Paris. Vincent died soon afterward.
Theo wanted to organize a funeral in the
church at Auvers, but the priest refused

as Vincent was protestant and committed
suicide.

>

Eglise Notre-Dame-de-IAssomption.

As the tour left the graveyard, we noted
the fields that inspired another Van Gogh
masterpiece: The Wheatfield and Crows.

We proceeded on to Auberge Ravoux,
the artist's final home. Only two or

three people at a time could enter his
tiny, dingy, rented attic bedroom. It was
barely large enough to fit a small cot and
seemed filled with an aura of sadness.
Hard to think of such a colorful artist liv-
ing in cramped and drab quarters.

The tour at Auberge Ravoux also in-
cluded an excellent video/slideshow of
his art from the region. After seeing the
area, | found it easy to imagine the scenes
through the artist's eyes.

The way Vincent died doesn't truly mat-
ter; what matters is that the world lost
the creative genius who gave us “Starry
Night” and “Sunflowers.” Vincent was
only 37 years old. RIP.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more of
local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories and
travel tips.

Two Like It® Size Create Your Own
(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
served in a cup. W affle products and
extra mix-ins a vailable for addl. charge.

N '
2570 Racetrac k Rd - 904-429-9669

coldstonecreamery.com/store/23690

Uber Eats |

D DOORDASH

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle
Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake
(Excludes Small Round Cakes, Pies, Petite Cakes &
Cupcakes, Custom Cake Decorating And Writing)
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at W orld Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 2/28/23

52 Tuscan Way - 904-547-2540

coldstonecreamery.com/stores/23675
| GRUBHUB
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AUTOMOTIVE & TIRE CENTER &

www.FamousAutoRepairandTires.com

500 SR 13 N. 2560 US Highway 1 S. 1964 Cassatt Avenue
Behind McDonald's, St Augustine, FL 32086  904-634-7923

N Primr: 904- 203-1390
9;ﬁ;¢1)7_7322se 9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309
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Come see us before your next road trip!"*

$25 OFF

$50 OR MORE PURCHASE

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes ail change.

Flat Repairs

$50 OFF N .
ANY SET OF TIRES & Ride'Home

" Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. | A o
vailable

| $20 OFF »
WHEEL ALIGNMENT §
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. | i STORE
HOURS:

$30 OFF jLt - Fri = Fe
AC EVAC & RECHARGE > “Mon. = Fri. 7 am-6 pm-Sg

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Sat. 7 am-5 pm .
Sun. 8 am-4 pm

Championsh

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

“Servicing Every Customer Like
They’re FAMOUS!”
ANY OIL CHANGE

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. Wﬁ*

Let Famous Automotive Professionals
give you a 5-Star Service.

Linda Gay

Marketing & Sales

(904) 607-5062 cell
Linda@FloridaNewsline.com
www.FloridaNewsline.com

CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. . — !
Find us on
| Facebook J&

Limited quantities. Does not include disposal fees, tax,

installation. Offers cannot be combined. LOC&"V owned and Operated

Check it off your list —
this week.

Schedule today.

Cooeg @ pa® ors
There's nothing better than a I“gﬁ.; “}'::-:-'_-,.);2 '% -
quick win — and scheduling your Wig "

screening mammogram with
Baptist Health can be just that. Our
digital mammography experience is

Schedule your mammogram
today with the Buddy Bus,
Baptist Health’s mobile

designed for privacy, speed, comfort e it

and accuracy, so you can cross this

d | resolution off your list in 30 minutes
or less. Visit baptistjax.com/buddy
to learn more and see where the
Our expanded hours mean we can get Buddy Bus is traveling next.

you in sooner. And, most insurance

plans cover the cost — but options are

available if you don't have insurance. To see if you qualify for a free mammogram
and to learn more, visit baptistjax.com/buddy.

So why wait? Give yourself and loved ones peace of mind this year.

Baptist Health has seven screening locations plus a mobile mammography
-BAPTIST bus. To schedule your mammogram, please call 904.202.2222 or visit

L HEAITH baptistjax.com/3Dmammo.
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