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BFF Best Furry Friend

HUGS St.
Johns
expects to
clothe 500+
local kids-
IN-need this
upcoming
school year

By Brette Reiman
mail@floridanewsline.com

Local nonprofit HUGS St. Johns
expects another busy school year
providing emergency food, cloth-
ing, school supplies and more to
hundreds of St. Johns County
children-in-need. Founded in
2009, HUGS (formerly Hugs
Across the County) works closely
with St. Johns County school
counselors, as well as nonprofit
partners like the Betty Griffin
Center domestic violence shelter
to provide children-in-need with
basic necessities, from food to
shoes to toiletries.

According to Jessica Gamble,
child advocate with the Betty
Griffin Center safety shelter, “The
emergency clothing bags from
HUGS help provide a sense of
normalcy for the children, and
ease the difficult transition into
our shelter by meeting some of
their most basic needs.”

This year, HUGS expects to
pack emergency clothing bags

HUGS cont. on pg. 2
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Creeks Crushers 8U win State Championship

By John Dross
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Creeks Crushers 8U softball team
won the Babe Ruth Florida State
Championship, held June 23 — 27 in
Lake City, Fla. During the five-day
tournament, the Crushers faced little
resistance as they finished with a record

of 5 — 0 and outscored their opponents
by a combined total of 58 — 20.

In Game 1, the Crushers faced off
against the Oviedo Blaze. After giv-
ing up five runs in the first inning, the
Crushers’ bats came alive, scoring 11
unanswered runs on their way to a 17
— 9 victory. The offensive efforts were
led by Isla Kruayai and Braylee Ro-
sette, who each collected five hits.

In Game 2, against the Wrigley 8U

All Stars, the Crushers pounded out

10 runs on 19 hits, while allowing
only two runs to the opposition. The
defense was the key to victory, as the
Crushers only allowed nine hits to
Wrigley. Chloe Harkins and Grace
Cordero played outstanding defense
and collected multiple hits each to lead
the way.

In Game 3, the Crushers cruised to

a 12 — 6 victory against the Lutz All
Stars. Lorelei Bascelli, Jordan Williams,
and Camyrn Kruayai shined on offense
with big hits late in the contest to put
the game out of reach.

Photos courtesy John Dross

The Creeks Crushers are the 8 and under 2022 State Champions.

In Game 4, the Crushers faced off
against the Debary All Stars. A tightly
contested ballgame through the first
three innings quickly turned in favor of
the Crushers with a six run explosion
in the bottom of the fourth inning.
Avery Brown led the charge with an
RBI single to open the scoring. The
Crushers’ suffocating defense was the
difference in the game. The Crushers’
catcher, Ella Hofrichter, was the star of

Photos courtesy John Dross

The Creeks Crushers finished with a record of 5 - 0 and outscored their opponents by a combined total of 58 - 20.

the game on defense. A late charge by
Debary was thwarted by a tremendous
play behind the plate to stop a would-
be rally. With a final score of 13 — 3,
the Crushers set the tone heading into
the championship game.

The championship game was a re-
match against the Wrigley All Stars.
The Crushers collected six runs on

17 hits in the contest. Once again,

the Crushers displayed outstanding
defense, shutting out the Wrigley All
Stars while allowing only five total hits.
Timely hitting by the Crushers was the
key to victory. Emma Ash belted two
doubles, leading the team in extra base
hits. Georgia Griffin came through in
the clutch with a two-run triple in the
fifth inning to extend the Crushers lead
to 5 — 0. This was followed by an RBI
single from Aubrey Dross to all but seal
the victory.

Along with the State Championship,
the Crushers now have the opportunity
to represent the state of Florida in the
Babe Ruth National Championship
Tournament to be held in late July.
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Fustrar Hosee « Cresastony = Mussorua Park

[Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you|
WWW.CRAIGFUNERALHOME.COM ¢ (904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

Funeral « Crematory « Memorial Park
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for more than 500 local children who
face poverty, homelessness or domestic
violence. Each bag includes five to seven
outfits, new underwear, new shoes, full
size toiletries and school supplies so that
children can attend school with dignity.

“Each year in the St. Johns County
School District, approximately 800

students are identified as homeless

www.fruifcove.com
501 State Rd 13, St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.0996

Worship 2:30 & 11am
Connect Groups 2:30 & 11am

O © © cruicoverc

‘F Fruit Cove

BAPTIST CHURCH

Clarity for Life

per the McKinney-Vento Act. Some

of the many priority needs of identi-
fied students are clothing and hygiene
supplies,” said Michael Israel, St. Johns
County McKinney-Vento Liaison.
“HUGS St. Johns has been a huge sup-
port in meeting the needs of hundreds
of students each year. Their thought-
fulness is shown in each package they
provide, and the sense of pride that our
identified students have when they can

Al About

778 State Road 13, Suite 4
St Johns, FL 32259
904.679.5697

Your Local Dance Experts

e Adults-Teens-Kids

e Beginner to Advanced FREE

30 Minute

e Private and Group lessons Lesson!

Venue Rental !
Private Parties, Weddings or Special Events
200 person capacity - 4,000 Sq ft

Visit our online Calendar and
Class Schedule at
www.AABDance.com

Call today to schedule your

put on a fresh set of clothing items each
day is invaluable.”

HUGS clothing program volunteers

-

help organize its clothing warehouse,
pack emergency clothing bags for kids
referred by counselors, or deliver cloth-
ing bags to local schools. HUGS also
appreciates when neighbors, book clubs,
and civic groups coordinate clothing,
toiletry or food drives for the organiza-
tion.

“As an all-volunteer organization,

we cannot do what we do without
the support of the incredibly huge-
hearted St. Johns County com-
munity,” said volunteer clothing
program coordinator Karen Burke.
“Our tiny team especially needs more
volunteers to help us with our very
busy and impactful clothing program
— even just one to two hours each
month is a huge help!”

For more information about volunteering
or donating, HUGS can be reached at
info@stjohnshugs.org or (904) 580-4847.
Visit www.stjohnshugs.org or follow on
social media for more information.

Phoo courtesy Brette Reiman

HUGS board member Martine Smith, who is with the St. Johns County School District.
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Fortune February/
March 2022 issue

PREMIER HOMES REALTY, INC.
Michael K. Taylor, Broker, GRI,

PREMIER HOMES
|  REALTY, INC.

REAL ESTATE EXPERTS

We are honored to be recognized as Real Estate Professionals
FORBES MAGAZINE & FORTUNE MAGAZINE

BPOR, SFR
52 Tuscan Way, 202-325
St Augustine, FL 32092

(904)214-4780 o

miketaylor@premierhomesrealty.net

Property Management Services
Own a home and not ready to sell?
Ask us about our Property Management

Services. We will list your one for only B

50% of the first month's rent. We will then
manage your home for only 10% of the
monthly rent. Both Landlord and Tenant
are given access to our online property
management system for convenient access
to monthly reports.

WE HAVE PERSONALLY SOLD $188 MILLION IN REAL
ESTATE WITH OVER $22 MILLION ALREADY SOLD OR
UNDER CONTRACT IN 2022!

THIS IS A GEAT TIME TO SELL!

We will list and sell your home for ONLY 4% total commission.

If we bring the buyer we will DROP the commission
to ONLY 3% total commission.

Broker is a member of the Northeast Florida Association
of Realtors and the St Johns County Board of Realtors.

PremierHomesRealty.Net

This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list
your home if it is currently listed with a realtor.
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Best Furry Friend
of the month

Breed:
Cockapoo

Favorite Activities:
Taking naps and chasing her favorite ball.

Favorite Treat:
Blueberry Greenies

Favorite Friends:
The neighbors’ dog Benny.

How did your BFF get her name:
We thought the name Sally Jean was just
perfect for her.

Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above
before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.
Your pet could be our BFF of the month and appear in The CreekLine!
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

When you advertise you encourage repeat )
business, create traffic and attract new customers! }

Call Linda Gay 607-5062

to reserve your advertising space!

Primary Election
Guide
in this issue!
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(formerly Panache)

Enjoy $25 OFF your first service

*offer applies to services $50+ for new clients and
those who have not had a service in 12 months.

2758 Race Track Road,
Suite 403 St Johns, FL 32259
904.209.1320

With other locations in Jacksonville Beach,
Avondale and Atlantic

AVEDA mR@n

ocation

St Johns Jax Beach
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd

(next to Publix)

904.230.3242
wbu.com/jacksonville

904.246.6832

4138 Third Street South
(between Trader Joes & Staples)

whbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

e
QVild Birds Unlimitod

Nature Shop

1 1
1 1
1 1
| Oneregularly |
[ priced item
1 Valid in-store at the participating stores |
1 listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird |
| Food, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC |
| Memberships, Campania Baths or Sale |
Items. Cannot be combined with other
! \coupons/discounts. Offer expires 8/31/22 /'

World Golf Village
180 Capulet Drive #5
(At Murabella)
904.209.5754
wbu.com/staugustine
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Trout Creek Senior Center offers ac-
tivities for seniors on Monday, Wednesday
and Friday mornings at 6795 Collier Road
in Orangedale. Cards, crafts and games
start each day at 9 a.m. with trivia, nutri-
tion/exercise, Bunco and Bingo among the
additional activities before lunch at 11:45
a.m. each day. Contact Program Coordinator
Anne Marie Forsythe at (904) 552-1611 for
more information.

Playing HOOKie, a group for those who
enjoy knitting, crocheting and looming
(with all items donated to charity) meets
every Wednesday from 10 a.m. - 12 p.m. at
the outside eating area at Belgian Sweet
House Bistro, 12276 San Jose Blvd. (next to
Harbor Chase). Visit the group’s Facebook
page (Playing HOOKie) or email playing-
hookie31@gmail.com for more information.

Jokers Wild, a local card group, plays the
game of "Hand, Knee, and Foot” on Wednes-
days. If you are interested in joining, please
call (904) 230-6962 and leave a message.
2 d g Honeybee Quilters
n »  Guild will meet on
Tuesday, Aug. 2 at 6:30 p.m. at Mandarin
Presbyterian Church in the Loft on the
County Dock Road side of the church at

2501 Loretto Road. The guild will celebrate
its 35th birthday with an ‘80s themed

g

dinner served for $10 per person. Wearing
masks is optional. New members/guests
welcome. Visit honeybeequilters.org for

more information.
s The Jacksonville

4t n Camera Club will meet
on Aug. 4 and Aug. 18 from 7 p.m. - 9 p.m.
at Shepherd of the Woods Southside, 7860
Southside Blvd. There is a social “hour” of
30 to 45 minutes before the meeting. Visit
jax.jaxcameraclub.com for more informa-

tion.
g The St. Johns County

8th s Civic Roundtable will

meet on Monday, Aug. 8 at 12 p.m. via Zoom.
The meeting will feature guest speaker
Reuben Franklin, Public Works Director, City
of St. Augustine. Email info@sjcroundtable.
org to register for the meeting or visit www.
sjcroundtable.org for more information
about the St. Johns County Civic Round-
table.

10t
13th: e Gy ook

Sale will be held at the Bartram Trail
Branch Library, 60 Davis Pond Blvd.,, on Aug.
13 from 10 am. - 1p.m.

g First Day of School for
u St. Johns County Schools.

Communi_tyCatendar

1gliniSt¥lohns

- 20th: Early Voting

] 3t h location at the Julington

Creek Annex, 725 Flora Branch Blvd., Aug. 13

- Aug. 20, from 9 a.m. - 6 p.m. daily.
] 4t g St. Patrick's Episcopal
s Church will host its annual
"Back-to-School Blessing Sunday” worship
service on Sunday, August 14 at 9:30 a.m. at
1221 State Road 13. Students and teachers
returning to school should bring their back-
packs and they will receive a blessing for the
year ahead. Visit www.stpatricksepiscopal.
org for more information.

]5t  The All Star Quilters

# Guild will meet at 9:30
a.m. for socializing prior to the 10 a.m. meet-
ing on Monday, Aug. 15 at the First Christian
Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd. The meeting
will feature an exchange with Friendship
Guild. Members of Friendship Guild will
present a trunk show of quilts made by
members. Sew and Tell is always a feature.
Guests are welcome. Visit www.allstarquil-

ters.org for more information.
] 6t g Happy Hookers

s crochet group will
meet at the Bartram Trail Branch Library
on Aug. 16 from 5:30 p.m. - 6:45 p.m. The
group crochets or knits blankets for cancer
patients at area hospitals. All skill levels are

500 SR 13 N.
Behind McDonald's,
Next to Primrose
904-217-7326

5717 University Blvd. W.
904-337-1695

Come see us before your next roadtrip!™

$25 OFF

$50 OR MORE PURCHASE

Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.
Excludes ail change.

$50 OFF
ANY SET OF TIRES
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. |

| $20 OFF

I WHEEL ALIGNMENT
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer. |

$30 OFF
AC EVAC & RECHARGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

$20 OFF
ANY FLUSH
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

ANY OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

CONVENTIONAL OIL CHANGE
Must present coupon. Not valid with any other offer.

Limited quantities. Does not include disposal fees, tax,
installation. Offers cannot be combined.

Hcvrrecees
AUTOMOTIVE & TIRE CENTER

www.FamousAutoRepairandTires.com

2560 US Highway 1 S.
St Augustine, FL 32086
904- 203-1390

2430 Blanding Blvd
904-267-1900

1964 Cassatt Avenue
904-634-7923

9962 San Jose Blvd.
904-619-6309

3575 US Highway 17
904-458-4997

“FREE
Flat Repairs

Ride Home
Available

STORE
HOURS:
Mon. - Fri. 7 am-6 pm =

Sat. 7 am-5 pm
Sun. 8 am-4 pm

“Servicing Every Customer Like
They’re FAMOUS!”

PRokokokoke

Let Famous Automotive Professionals
give you a 5-Star Service.

j Find us on -
/ s

Locally owned and operated

welcome. Visit www.sjcpls.org or call (904)

827-6960.
] 9t g Adult Craft — Fall

a tote bag will be held at
the Bartram Trail Branch Library, at the
entrance to Julington Creek Plantation, on
Aug. 19 from 10 a.m. - 12:15 p.m. Paint will
be involved in decorating a tote bag for fall,
so dress accordingly. Supplies provided by
Bartram Trail Branch Friends of the Library.
Registration is required; call (904) 827-6960

beginning on Aug. 1to sign up.
2 Ot h g Herbs for the Wise

» Woman will be offered on
Aug. 20 at 10 a.m. Attendees will learn about
traditionally used herbs to promote wellness
and health as well as how to create their
own tinctures, teas, and salves. Included
are guides, plant identification, lecture and
herbal snacks. Pre registration is required
via phone or text at (386) 972-1891.

g Dress a Girl Around

27t h u the World at Bartram

Trail Branch Library on Saturday, Aug. 27
from 10 a.m. - 2 p.m. Learn to make dresses
and shorts to make clothing for girls
around the world. You can pick up a kit

to create at home, or turn in dresses you
created to the library. The organization also
accepts fabric and notion donations.

The
Orthobio logic
Clinie

DO YOU SUFFER
FROM PAIN?

We can help and are

surgery

AMONG THE MANY CONDITIONS
THAT WE TREAT ARE: Orthopedic
conditions, spine conditions and
sports injuries such as knee
meniscus tear, cruciate ligaments
tear, knee and hip artbhritis,
shoulder artbhritis, labral tear of
the shoulder and hip, rotator cuff
tears, sacroiliac joint dysfunction,
golfer's elbow and tennis elbow,
arthritis and other conditions of
the spine, tailbone pain, trigger
finger, trigger thumb plantar
fasciitis, hip bursitis, shoulder
bursitis, ankle ligament tears,
ankle arthritis and other ankle
injuries and more.

committed to a nonsurgical,
non-opioid approach of painful
joints, spine conditions and
sports injuries.

We are the only facility in St. Augustine

and St Johns county Florida providing
Orthobiologics such as Platelet Rich Plasma
(PRP), Bone Marrow Concentrate (BMC),
Lipogems, and Progenikini. Additionally,
we offer Prolotherapy for arthritic and other
musculoskeletal conditions.

We treat a variety of common musculoskel-
etal conditions without surgery, mainly
utilizing precision guided injections using
Orthobiologics and the most advanced
guidance equipment such as Fluoroscopy
and Ultrasound.

If you have questions, call us we have
options for you.

Edward Dieguez Jr., M.D.

Anesthesiologist/Interventional Pain

904.824.0955

811 State Road 206, Suite 1

St Augustine, FL 32086
www.theorthobiologicclinic.com

600
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Complete Orthopedic and Sports Medicine Care
in Your Neighborhood. That’s the Power of +.

The physicians at Flagler Health+ Village at Nocatee are your Orthopedic
and Sports Medicine specialists. Not only are we conveniently located in your
neighborhood, we have award-winning care and top surgeons offering world-class
treatment for joint care, trauma care and sports injuries. With onsite imaging including
MRI and CT, your care is more convenient than ever.

Specialties include:

Hand Elbow Musculoskeletal Injuries
Wrist Upper Extremity Neck Conditions
Shoulder Sports Medicine Back Conditions

~-|H Flagler Health+
C

VILLAGE AT NOCATEE

Learn more or schedule your appointment today at FlaglerHealthOrtho.com or call 888.481.2135
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WE ARE BACK!

Lots of Games, 50/80's and Door Prizes

GAMES START AT 7:00 %

DOORS OPEN 6:15 « Saturday August 6th
At the Corner of Old St. Augustine and Loretto Road

SUMMER GAMES:
August 6th and September 17th

PLENTY OF LIGHTED PARKING AND SECURITY ON PREMISES. GREAT FOOD, DRINKS AND SNACKS. NO CHILDREN ALLOWED PER STATE LAW.

For More Informationcall Vinny Terlizziat 904-742-8777 - vaterlizzi@gmail.com
4152 LorettoRoad, Jacksonville, FL 32223

&
DOUG NUNNERY

FOR YOUR JOURNEY HOME

ROUND (904) 233-8731

T,AB LE Broker Associate & REALTOR®
REALTY DougNunneryRealtor.com

More Than a Home
Away From Home

The Adult Day Program at River Garden offers
a purposeful, safe environment for seniors who
require extra support. Each day features a variety
of activities designed to engage clients’ physical,
social, occupational and intellectual needs. It also
provides a worry-free time during the week for
caregivers to work, relax or tend to their own needs.

E—

=
RIVER(GARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

For more information, call (904) 288.7858
or visit RiverGarden.org

BEST |mwm
NURSING HOMES 7 53.

A not-for-profit agency sponsored by the organized Jacksonville Jewish community.
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Q: Do you have any information
about the construction bid for the
new K — 8 School NN?

A: We approved the bid for this
school to be built in the Shearwater
neighborhood. It’s a lot of money;
more than we've ever paid before. This
school is scheduled to open for the
2024 — 25 school year.

Q: What is the status of K — 8
Schools OO and PP?

A: They are on hold for now. We defi-
nitely have a need for these schools
and will be revisiting them in the near
future.

Q: Can you give any insight into
the state statistics released over the
summer?

A: St. Johns County was once again
the No. 1 school district in the State
of Florida, which is something to cel-
ebrate. I believe it’s the 14th year in a
row. I always say that a school’s grade
or a school district’s grade from test-
ing doesn’t necessarily signify success,
but it certainly an indicator, especially
considering the growth we've experi-
enced. This year, we had 29 “A” rated
schools, seven “B” rated schools and
three “C” rated schools, with no “D”
or “F” rated schools.

A couple of tidbits: in the past 10
years, our school district has grown
by 45 percent, or more than 10,000
students. In the coming 10 years, the

with St. Johns County School Board
Member Patrick Canan, District 5

anticipated growth is another 15,800
students. This equates to approxi-
mately eight more schools of students.

Q: What can you tell us about the
end of summer happenings and the
upcoming school year?

A: Our newest school, Beachside High
School, will be opening this school
year and there is a lot of excitement
about that.

Principals, who we consider to be the
“captains of their ships,” are very busy
attending leadership conferences, hir-
ing staff, and managing their budget.
There is a lot going on at the end of
the summer while students enjoy the
last few weeks of their break. We are
looking forward to everyone return-
ing to school refreshed and ready to

go.

I'd like to remind parents about the
State of Florida’s Back to School Tax
Holiday, which runs through Aug. 7
and will provide some financial relief
on the purchase of back to school
items. Be sure to check with your
child’s school at orientation or the
school’s website to determine what
supplies are needed.

Q: How can our readers contact
you?

A: They can email me at patrick.
canan@stjohns.k12.fl.us or call me at

(904) 547-7510.

9
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Q. You recently launched an elec-
tronic newsletter to residents of St.
Johns County. What is the purpose
of the newsletter? How do people
sign up?

A. We launched our monthly infor-
mational newsletter in early June.

It is distributed just once a month,
and our goal is to share informa-
tion about valuable services we offer
and Clerk and Comptroller news
that can impact residents. We focus
on topics that are actually useful to
St. Johns County residents, like our
free property fraud alert service, the
unclaimed funds being held by our
office, and real-life scams happen-
ing here in St. Johns County and

in counties nearby. We also offer a
“service spotlight” each month that
shares a service or program that offers
real-world benefits to taxpayers and
residents. Keeping the newsletter cur-
rent and genuine is important — we
want it to be worthy of the time our
subscribers invest in reading it. Sub-
scribe by emailing communications@
stjohnsclerk.com or directly from last
month’s newsletter, https://conta.

cc/31hg5SMG.

Q. What can you tell us about Pass-
port Saturday?

A. Passport Saturday is a special
event where our St. Johns County
courthouse location will be open on

with St. Johns County Clerk of the Circuit
Court and Comptroller Brandon J. Patty

Saturday, Aug. 6 from 9 a.m. to 2:30
p.m. to process new passport applica-
tions or take passport photos for new
and renewed passport applications.
We recognize the challenges of getting
away from work to do business at the
courthouse, particularly for people
who work standard Monday through
Friday business hours or want to
bring in their minor children to get a
passport. Holding a special Saturday
event is a great way that we can meet
the needs of our residents, particularly
before school resumes and before the
holiday travel season. If you're plan-
ning to get a passport, we strongly en-
courage folks to review our webpages
at hteps://stjohnsclerk.com/passports/
in advance to gather the required
documentation and bring the correct
forms of payment (https://stjohn-
sclerk.com/passports/passport-fees/),
as the U.S. Department of State only
accepts checks or money orders.

Q. How do people get in touch
with you or your office?

A. Call the office at (904) 819-3600
for general information or call me
directly at (904) 599-8688 if I may
ever be of service. The St. Johns
County courthouse, the Richard O.
Watson Judicial Center, is located at
4010 Lewis Speedway, along U.S. 1
just north of the city of St. Augus-
tine.
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Q: With school starting back this
month, can you give us some informa-
tion about your office’s Youth Resource
Deputies?

A: First, I'd like to challenge our students
and families to meet our Youth Resource
Deputies in their area schools. They are
very approachable; introduce yourselves
and get to know them.

We have 56 deputies assigned to our
Youth Resource Division under Captain
Peggy Tennyson. Included in the 56 dep-
uties are Lt. David Tarbert and Lt. Wes
Kennedy. Additionally reporting to Capt.
Tennyson are our school crossing guards.
We have 73 crossing guards who are part
time and seasonal and two supervisors,
Nick Dekrell and Nancy Heburn.

Our Youth Resource Officers are as-
signed to 40 public schools; there are a
total of 43 schools, but three of them
are within the city limits of St. Augus-
tine, so they are covered by deputies
with the City of St. Augustine Police
Department.

Q: Will you be making any changes
this year?

A: Different this year will be that within
the 56 deputies, some will be “floaters.”
All high schools will have one assigned
deputy plus one floater. Our goal is to
have two Youth Resource Deputies at

each high school.

Q: How does your office view its role in
protecting our schools?

A: It’s all about partnerships. We have a
partnership with the St. Johns County
School District to work hand-in-hand
and provide expertise on the security

of each individual school. We want to
have a partnership with our families and
students, who need to know that we have

Guest Column

with St. Johns County Sheriff Rob Hardwick

safe spaces for learning, but if anyone
sees anything suspicious, they need to
let us know and let us triage. Call either
the non-emergency number, (904) 824-
8304 or 911 immediately and provide
us with as much information as possible
as soon as possible. Our deputy sheriffs
have lots of training and are well armed
and equipped — but it’s still a partner-
ship and this is where getting to know
and form a relationship with the Youth
Resource Officer is so important.

Q: Do you have any safety tips for
Back to School?

A: I encourage all community members
to sign up for the Fortify Florida app
(www.getfortifyfl.com) where you can re-
port a tip or call 911, which immediately
is routed to our emergency communica-
tions center.

As the school year approaches, let’s not
get complacent. I'd like to remind school
employees and volunteers to ensure that
their school is secured at all times. Par-
ents, please plan your route to school and
leave in plenty of time so that you are not
rushing or speeding to get there. Plan for
how to meet and get in touch with your
children after school. Be open, honest
and transparent in discussions with your
children and advise them to always pay
attention to their surroundings.

If you see something (person, place or
thing) that is suspicious, call us immedi-
ately or tell a school employee.

Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you with any questions or
suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.

org or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also,
our website, www.sjso.org has a wealth of
resources.

0ld Switzerland Community Center update

By Al Abbatiello
mail@floridanewsline.com

Good news — St. Johns County and
County Parks and Recreation has re-
cently decided to take over the project to
restore the Old Switzerland Community
Center. The community center restora-
tion project was originally started by the
William Bartram Scenic Highway Orga-
nization about three years ago with con-
tinued community interest as evidenced
by recent columns in The Creekline
issues of June and July. A recent Bartram
Scenic Highway promotional flier devel-
oped in concert with the Florida Depart-
ment of Transportation (FDOT) and its
Florida Scenic Highway Program and
email efforts helped increase community
interest as well.

The county’s decision to assume control
of this project was made shortly after the
William Bartram Scenic Highway Man-
agement team met with Commissioner
Christian Whitehurst to discuss the pur-
pose of the project and our fundraising
efforts. Also, we asked St. Johns County
Commission Chairman Henry Dean
for a place on a future Board of County
Commissioners agenda for us to present
our project objectives to provide a place

for District One community gatherings
and a potential place for Council on Ag-
ing activities for our senior citizens. The
county also recognizes they have more
funding options available to facilitate
completing the restoration project than
does a non-profit volunteer organization.
A very true observation.

The interest of our county’s commission-
ers also seems to be based on the rapid
population growth of District One and
the fact our district doesn’t have a com-
munity center, whereas other districts
have at least one and up to three facilities
for local activities. The William Bartram
Scenic Highway team continues to work
with the Parks and Recreation Depart-
ment with the expectation we'll soon
have a place for our community to gather
for business and fun activities.

I suggest interested residents continue
to show our Board of County Commis-
sioners their interest in having a place
available to enjoy the benefits of life in

NW St. Johns County.

Al Abbatiello is chairman of the William
Bartram Scenic & Historic Highway Man-
agement Group

Guest Column
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What you need to know about
voting in St. Johns County

By Vicky Oakes

It’s Election Time! Are you ready to
vote? Visit our website at www.votesjc.
gov and use My Voter Status to access
your voter record and view your sam-
ple ballot. Sample ballots are currently
available online and will be mailed

to every registered voter on Aug. 2,

so look for yours to arrive in your
mailbox soon. There are three ways to
vote: By mail, during early voting, or
at your precinct on Election Day.

Vote-by-Mail: The deadline for
requesting a vote-by-mail ballot to

be mailed is 5 p.m. on Aug. 13. The
law has changed for vote-by-mail
drop boxes. Now called Secure Ballot
Intake Stations, they are monitored
by an Elections Office staff member
at all times and are available at early
voting locations only during voting
hours. The secure ballot intake station
in front of the Elections Office is no
longer available. If you wish to return
your ballot to the Elections Office,

it may only be returned during the
regular business hours of 8:30 a.m.

to 5 p.m., Monday through Friday.
In order to be counted, vote-by-mail
ballots must be in the Elections Office
no later than 7 p.m. on Election Day,
Aug. 23.

Early Voting: There are eight days

of early voting between Aug. 13 and
Aug. 20, including two Saturdays and
a Sunday. All six locations are open
daily from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m. The best
thing about early voting is there is no
wrong place to vote as long as you vote

within your county. Pick the location
and time which is most convenient for
you.

Election Day: Many changes have
occurred since the last election. The
2020 Census and the 2021 redistrict-
ing process brought us new voting
districts, new precinct lines, and some
new polling locations. If you plan to
vote on Election Day, please verify
your voting location before going to
vote as your polling location may have
changed since the last election.

Are you a prepared voter? Ensure a
smooth voting experience by mak-
ing sure your address is current on
your voter record. You can update it
prior to voting with a quick call to the
Elections Office before heading out to
vote. This is especially important for
voters who choose to vote on Election
Day. Staff can process your address
change on the phone and route you
to your correct polling location the
first time. This can be a real time saver.
View and mark your sample ballot
before going to vote so you are ready
to vote when you arrive. Be sure to
have a photo and signature ID ready
to hand workers when entering the
polling room.

For more information on the August
23 Primary Election, please see our ad
in this paper, visit our website at www.
votesjc.gov, or call the office at (904)
823-2238 for assistance with any ques-
tions. Looking forward to seeing you

at the polls!

Be sure to see our
Primary Election Guide
beginning on page 11!

Your local craft doughnut and coffee shop offering

our original layered doughnut. Vegan, gluten-friendly and keto options available too.

NOW OPEN!

Craft Coffee - Small Batch Doughnuts - Artisanal Breakfasts

Mon-Friday 6:30am — 5pm | Sat/Sunday 7am — 4pm
585 State Rd 13 N, Suite 101

St Johns FL 32259
904-217-0916

www.parlordoughnuts.com
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Nancy

TRAY

FOR SCHOOL BOARD

LEADERSHIP TO UNITE

Advocate for Schools
During District Growth

©

Provide for the
Success of All Students

Recruit, Support and
Retain Teachers

©

Listen to Constituents
and Deliver Results

VoteNancyTray.com
f @NancyTray4SchoolBoard

VOTE AUGUST 23

Political Advertisement Paid for by Nancy r School Board

care for good.
Areas of expertise include:

e Sports/school physicals
® Immunizations
e Well child visits
e Preventive/GYN exams

© Baptist Health 2021

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Nina Mclntosh, PA-C, Jaime Kibler, DO, Donald J. Levine, MD,
Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, PA-C, are dedicated to your
family’s health through every stage of life. They offer you and your family

a medical home, where you can enjoy an ongoing relationship with your
personal physician. Convenient. Caring. Connected. That's changing health

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
1400 Bishop Estates Road e St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.2794

baptistprimarycare.net

{ 'i‘BAPTIST
N Primary Care

Changing Health Care for Good?
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Q: With the start of school this
month, what can you tell us about
your office’s driver education offer-
ings?

A: The St. Johns County Tax Collector’s
Office is one team of 65 — 70 employees
working out of four locations. All of our
driver education training is handled by
our employees and I'm excited that we
just came out with the schedule for the
next school year. We will be offering
driver education at each of our county’s

high schools.

Q: How did your office begin han-
dling driver education in the county?
A: Several years ago, I noticed we were
having a high failure rate for our learn-
ers permits. I went to the School Board
and convinced them that we could do
the best job educating our future driv-
ers. So, via an intralocal government
agreement with the school district, we
now offer driver education three times
per year at each high school.

Q: What do the classes involve?

A: Phase [ is a classroom setting. We
offer 24 of these per year, three times at
each of our eight high schools. The first
set of classes (10 days each) begin in
August, with classes scheduled to begin
Aug. 11 at Nease, Aug. 12 at Bartram
Trail, Aug. 29 at Creekside, Aug. 30 at
Ponte Vedra High, Sept. 19 at Beach-
side, Sept. 20 at Tocoi Creek, Oct. 7

at Pedro Menendez, and Oct. 10 at St.
Augustine High.

Successful completion and passing of
the test will result in the issuance of the
student’s learner’s permit.

Then, a year later, we offer Phase II,
which is behind the wheel driver train-
ing for a permanent license. Also, on
six Saturdays throughout the year, we
offer defensive driving at the St. Johns
County Sheriff’s Office track.

Q: How does one sign up for the
classes?

with St. Johns County Tax Collector Dennis Hollingsworth

A: Sign up and more information is
available on our website, www.sjctax.

us under Featured Resources and then
select Driver Education. These classes fill
up quickly, so register early.

Q: Has the program been success-
ful and resulted in fewer driving
test failures at your office?

A: Yes, we have a good record. In
fact, the State of Florida recognized
St. Johns County as having one of
the highest passing rates in the state.
Last year, we offered 3,949 road
tests, 191 driver education written
tests and 145 driver education driv-
ing tests.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you or your office?

A: A lot of questions can be answered
by visiting our website, www.sjctax.

us. I may be reached by calling (904)
209-2250 or emailing taxcollector@
sjctax.us.
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Q: What can you tell us about the
proposed new exemption for first
responders?

A: There is a proposed Constitutional
Amendment that will appear on No-

Disease management

Minor skin lesion and mole removal
Osteopathic treatment

On-site lab

vember ballots which seek to provide

an additional homestead tax exemp-
tion for first responders of $50,000 on
the assessed value of homes between
$100,000 and $150,000. It would apply
to property owned by classroom teach-
ers, law enforcement officers, correc-
tional officers, firefighters, emergency
medical technicians, paramedics, child
welfare service professionals, active duty
members of the US Armed Forces and
Florida National Guard.

Q: How did this proposal come about?
A: State Sen. Jason Brodeur, R-Lake
Mary, and State Rep. Josie Tomkow,
R-Polk City, championed the bill in the
Legislature, implementing HB 1563,
companion bill HJR 1. If passed, it will
create Florida Statute 196.077.

Since homestead exemption is in the
Florida Constitution, exemptions must
be passed by voters as Constitutional
Amendments, which require at least 60
percent of the vote.

Q: What are the details of the pro-

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser Eddie Creamer

posed exemption?

A: It would provide an additional
$50,000 homestead tax exemption on
values between $100,000 — $150,000.
It does not apply to school district levies
and it applies only to property owned
by individuals working in these certain
enumerated professions. Applicants
must be employed on Jan. 1 in a full-
time position in one of the qualifying
professions and annual applications will
be mandatory.

Q: When would the exemption be
effective?

A: Tt would be effective as of Jan. 1,
2023 if the amendment is approved by
at least 60 percent of the voters at the
November 2022 general election.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. It
is open Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 5
p.m. Also, readers can email me at Ed-
die@sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-
5500.

YOUR TRUSTED REAL ESTATE ADVISOR
SERVING NORTHEAST FLORIDA FOR 17 YEARS
MULTI-MILLION DOLLAR PRODUCER

FIVE STAR PROFESSIONAL

CONNECT WITH ME TODAY!
www.SelmaCollier.com
stcollier@comcast.net
904-704-3141

12636 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonwville, FL 32223

BH Y

BERKSHIRE
HATHAWAY

HomeServices

Florida Network Realty

franchise system of BHH Affiliates, LLC. Equal Housing Opportunity.
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Upcoming SBDC at UNF training events announced

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Florida Small Business
Development Council at the
University of North Florida’s
programs deliver up-to-date
management advice, train-

ing and information to help
business owners make sound
decisions and to assist poten-
tial owners in getting started
on the right foot. The Florida
Small Business Development
Center at University of North
Florida serves 18 counties with
full-time offices in Duval, Clay,
Marion, St. Johns, Nassau, and
Putnam counties and is part

of the Florida SBDC Network
and the national Association of
Small Business Development
Centers.

Here are some of the train-
ing events scheduled for this
month:

QuickBooks 101 - Hands-On
Workshop, Aug. 5 from 9 a.m. -
12 p.m. at UNF Hicks Hall

You've made the first step

and decided to utilize the
QuickBooks program for your
business, now what? Not sure

where to start? This introduc-
tory workshop will provide you
with the information you need
to get started on the right foot.
Learn how to use QuickBooks
in this easy-to understand,
hands-on class. Attendees will
work in a computer lab with

uick-Books Pro Advisor
Instructor, Lisa Barnidge of
Sharkbooks Consulting, LLC,
on examples for real experience
using QuickBooks for PC.
(This class will use the Quick-
Books Desktop version, not to
be confused with the Quick-
Books Online version — they
are different products.)

Visit www.sbdc.unf-edu/events/
quickbooks-101-in-person-event/
to register.

How to STARTUP Your Own
Business Webinar, Aug. 23 from
1p.m.-2p.m.

This no-cost webinar workshop
will give an overview of the
seven basic requirements for
business STARTUP: Selecting
an idea, Testing the market,
Acquiring capital, wRiting a
plan, Turning for help, Under-

standing legal requirements and
Putting it all together.

Visit https://register.
gotowebinar. com/ regis-

ter/7814427471384520462 to

register.

Navigating QuickBooks Online,
Sept. 23 from 10 a.m. - 11 a.m.
Identify the benefits of using
QB Online and determine
which subscription level is best
for your business in this no-cost
webinar. The webinar will also
include examples showing what
businesses would be a good fit
for each version.Setting up the
QuickBooks Online company
correctly is so important. In
fact, the way you set up the

file has the greatest impact on
your experience with Quick-
Books Online. Take the time

to establish your business plan
and workflows. Then choose a
subscription level and begin set-
ting up the company. This is an
interactive session with a demo
file and your live file if you have
it set up already.

Visit www.sbdc.unf-edulevents/
navigating-quickbooks-online/ to
register.

Second location
for dance academy
OPENS

Photo courtesy Maureen Straub Craig @creativebrandingstudiousa
Heather Loveland Dance Academy celebrated the grand open-
ing of its second location on July 1 with a ribbon cutting cer-
emony. The dance academy’s new location, in Fruit Cove, is in
the former Mark Spivak’s Dance Extension on State Road 13.
Families came out to the grand opening to meet new teachers,
see the space, enroll for classes, and enjoy shave ice from the
Kona Ice truck. Pictured are owner/director Heather Loveland
and studio manager Bethany Kellar cutting the ribbon.

Deborah
Lennon,
AAMS®
Financial Advisor

46 Tuscan Way Suite 304
Saint Augustine, FL 32092

You're Retired.
Your Money Isn’t.

[P PREDDY

L AW
Estate Planning Wills . Trusts

To learn about the different
options for your retirement
accounts, call my office today.

Personalized financial

Chris Thompson
advice to help achieve PR

Financiai Advisor
your goals Associate Manager

904.380.2290

Ameriprise %

Financial

Member SIPC

904-209-5205
edwardjones.com

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Not FDIC or NCUA Insured | No Financial Institution Guarantee | May Lose Value I

Ameriprise Financial Services, LLC. Member FINRA and SIPC.© 2022
Ameriprise Financial, Inc. All rights reserved.

Certified Financial Planner Board of Standards Inc. owns the certification marks
CFP®, CERTIFIED FINANCIAL PLANNER™ and CFP (with plaque design) in the U.S.

4601 Touchton Road, Ste 3120
Jacksonville, FL 32246
chris.thompson@ampf.com
ameripriseadvisors.com/chris.thompson
St Johns County resident since 1993

« Jumbo Loans available

* lan B. MacDonald | Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS ID: 546443 | 904.626.0353 (C)
ian.macdonald@regions.com | 130 St. Johns Commons | St. Johns, FL 32259

« Construction or Renovation to Permanent Financing

« Interest rate is locked before construction/renovation begins
» One-time close without second set of closing costs

« Fixed and Adjustable Rate Options

A REGIONS

MORTGAGE

Bloomington, IL

Winter Haven, FL

LENDER

©2022 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. All loans subject to qualification, required documentation and credit approval. Regions
e and the Regions logo are registered trademarks of Regions Bank. The LifeGreen color is a trademark of Regions Bank.

State Farm Lioyds
Richardson, TX

(03/19) 2101567

Probate « Guardianship

More Than 25 Years Legal Experience

904-665'0005 e www.preddylaw.com

12627 San Jose Blvd. - Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)|

Prudential Financial Planning Services

Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner

701 San Marco Blvd

1st Floor

Jacksonville, FL 32207
904-313-4553

Comprehensive Financial Planning

@ Prudential

Offering financial planning and investment advisory servioes through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marksting name
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00 D540k

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer.
Allapplicants subject to State Fairanderwriting requirements.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company
State Farm General Insurance Company

State Farm Florida Insurance Company

Great renters rates
for any budget.

Protect your stuff at a surprisingly great rate. Call me for a quote today.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®

Jim Register, Agent

12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Bus: 904-268-5522 Fax: 904-262-7999
jim@jimregister.com

o StateFarm-
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Briefs

Volunteer opportunities available with
St. Johns County boards

The St. Johns County Board of
County Commissioners provides
residents interested in serving their
community and participating in local
government with a variety of board
and committee opportunities. The
volunteer positions consider and
make recommendations regarding
various topics, including planning
and zoning issues, development proj-
ects, libraries, parks and recreation
facilities and programs, arts, culture
and tourism. The following boards
and committees are currently accept-
ing applications:

* Contractors Review Board (applica-
tion deadline Aug. 8, 2022)

* Library Advisory Board (application
deadline Aug. 1, 2022)

* Northwest Communication Tower
Advisory Board (application deadline
Aug. 5, 2022)

* South Anastasia Design Review

Board (application deadline until
filled)

Visit the Boards and Committees
webpage at www.sjcfl.us/boards to
view the requirements and duties of
each board and committee, download

New Memory Care Neighborhood
Opening Soon!

DISCOVER THE
NATURAL CHOICE

Find the care that you need for your loved ones at

Westminster Woods on Julington Creek, a Life Plan

Community on the shore of Julington Creek, where our

brand-new Memory Care neighborhood is opening soon!

We offer dedicated caregivers, specialized programming,

a customized dining program and 32 spacious private

suites. Memory Care at Westminster Woods on Julington

Creek is just another reason to choose our community,

offering an active and worry-free lifestyle every day and

the safety and security of a full continuum of care to

meet life’s changing needs, from Independent Living to

Assisted Living, Memory Care, Nursing Care and more.

Call us today at (904) 861-6425

to learn more about our new
Memory Care neighborhood!

AN
@l\

1 Westminster
Woods

on Julington Creek

an application, or contact the Board
of County Commissioners office at
(904) 209-0300 or jspencer@sjctl.us
for more information.

Higher mortgage rates begin to put
brakes on housing market’s wild ride
Although house prices rose higher in
June, there was tangible evidence that
higher mortgage rates and inflation
are beginning to put the brakes on
the wild ride that Northeast Florida’s
housing market has taken over the
past two years.

The median sales price for single-
family homes in the region settled at
a historically high $400,000 in June,
a 2.3 percent increase over the month
before; however, this number is based
on closed sales that included offers
from a few months ago before the
market began to feel the impact of
rising mortgage rates.

Meanwhile, the number of closed
sales, pending sales, and listing prices
received have all started dropping,
tangibly demonstrating that the mar-
ket is slowing down. Added to that is
active inventory, which increased 17.4
percent, as well as a 46.2 percent in-
crease in the median number of days
on the market. These are all indica-
tions that prices may slowly begin to
“normalize” in the coming months.

“This is good news for both buy-

ers and sellers as we move into the
third and fourth quarters of 2022,”
said 2022 NEFAR President Mark
Rosener. “It’s encouraging for buy-
ers, as they now have more homes
from which to choose. On the flip
side, while we still have a significant
“seller’s market” at just 1.8 months’
supply, sellers need to heed the coun-
sel of their REALTORS® to price their
homes accordingly.”

Specifically in June, closed sales on
single-family residences registered at
2,336, a 4.1% decrease since May.
June also registered 2,077 pending
sales, a 13.2% decline from May
when there were 2,393. And the
list-price-received category dropped
from 101% in May to 100.6% in
June, with 38.9% of sellers getting
above their asking price, a decline
of 8.7% from May. Meanwhile, the
active inventory of single-family

homes increased to 4,109 in June, a
significant increase from May 2022
when only 3,501 homes were on the
market. June’s inventory represents
1.8 months of active inventory. Mean-
while, the combined condo and town-
house market showed a significant
46.3% gain in homes for sale over the
previous month when the number of
units increased to 1,090. The median

days on the market also increased by
16.7% to 14 days.

Although higher interest rates may
be slowing down the market, they are
not helping to make the area more
affordable. With single-family home
prices still at historic highs, the home
affordability index slipped down
1.3% to 78. The index measures
whether a typical family earns enough
to qualify for a mortgage on a typical
home, based on current interest rates,
median income, and median home
prices. Higher numbers mean greater
affordability. In June, the combined
condo and townhouse affordability
index remained unchanged from the
month before at 115.

“There is no question that the Real
Estate Market in Northeast Florida is
continuing to shift, and I am proud
of the NEFAR REALTOR® members
who have responded to these shifts
with flexibility and professionalism,”
Rosener said. “They continue to
deliver outstanding service to those
looking to buy and/or sell in the
Greater Jacksonville Area. For those
that have a real estate need, it has
never been more important to have a
trusted advisor to help you navigate
this process.”

In St. Johns County, prices began to
drop in June with $554,900 coming
in as the median price of single-family
homes, 4.1 percent less than May.
The median days on the market was
21, a 61.5 percent increase from the
month before, and the active inven-
tory rose to 1,099 homes, a 26.9
percent increase from May and 1.8
months’ supply. Approximately 35
percent of sellers received more than
their listing price in June. Although
the affordability index inched up to
56, St. Johns County continues to
remain the least affordable area to live
in the region.

RETURNING IN SEPTEMBER

Contact Linda Gay at
Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

(904) 607-5062

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org
25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
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gPrimary Election Guide

Re-Elect

SLOUGH

St. Johns County School Board

Meet your local candidates

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

In advance of the Primary Election
to be held on Tuesday, Aug. 23, The
CreekLine invited each of the can-
didates that will appear on northern
St. Johns County voters’ ballots

for State Senate District 7, County
Commission Districts 2 and 4, and
School Board District 1 to submit a
statement for this Primary Election
section.

The CreekLine offered this oppor-
tunity to all candidates for these
Primary Election races as a commu-
nity service; no purchase of advertis-
ing was required. The content of the
statements was left up to each can-
didate; the only stipulation was that
the statement could not exceed 200
words. No editing of the statements
took place. Each statement is printed
in its entirety, as submitted by the
candidate.

State Senate, District 7
Travis Hutson (R)

Senator Travis Hutson is honored to
serve our 7th district in the Florida

Senate. Governor Ron DeSantis en-
dorsed Travis Hutson for his proven

leadership.

In Tallahassee, he has been focused on
the economy, education and public
safety. He helped craft enhance-
ments to Florida’s Career and Profes-
sional Education Act, responding to
Florida’s critical workforce needs. He
closed loopholes in the release of sex-
ual violent predators making north-
east Florida’s most vulnerable citizens
safer. In addition, Travis fought for
improved water quality in Florida,

as he successfully championed water
policy reform and hurricane recovery.

Travis Hutson is A-rated by the NRA,
and has earned the endorsements of
Congressman Mike Waltz, Right to
Life PAC, Florida Fraternal Order of
Police, American Conservative Union
Foundation, Associated Industries of
Florida, Florida Chamber of Com-
merce, NFIB, and many others.

Gerry James (R)

I am running for office because my
opponent, the incumbent, is using
his office to destroy our quality of life

in this district. He uses his political
access to essentially force mega-devel-
opments to be approved for his family
business, and with that comes traffic
and increased crime. Our schools can-
not handle the uncontrolled rate of
growth, and our children are suffering
— that is unacceptable!

My opponent uses his elected office
to write bills that benefit his family’s
land development business. I am not \

IS L N PROVEN LEADER
P S FOR OUR SCHOOLS

Keep St. Johns Schools #1!

e
A
<

In other areas, my views are aligned
with Governor DeSantis. I believe

in medical freedom, free speech, and
smaller government with lower taxes.
I am the most conservative grassroots
candidate running for Senate.

@ Safety Initiatives

@ Fiscal Transparency
@ Career Academies

My opponent publicly stated that he
@ Emphasis on the Arts

was against an audit. If I am elected, I
will push for real election reform, not
the watered-down reform the incum-
bents have passed. There should be
no mail-in ballots besides verified
absentees, and no Dominion voting
technology or any other machines.

Bev's Record of Success p

LET'S RE-ELECT

BEV SLOUGH:!

Paid for by Bev Slough for St. Johns County School Board District 1

Meet the Candidates cont. on pg. 12

KRISTA@®

Keating-Joseph ElectKrista.com

CHUCK®

Labanowski ChuckForCommissioner.com

Aug. 23rd, vote twice

p ' , to stop
overdevelopment
B that is destroying our

county.

Krista believes Commissioner Blocker's 71
out of 73 approvals of new development (in
his first three years alone) is excessive and
harmful to our quality of life. Learn more
about this mom of two U.S. Navy SEALSs, her
experience and qualifications, and why
she's so committed to taking back St. Johns
County. ElectKrista.com

Had enough clear-cutting? Had enough traffic? Had enough portable classrooms? Had enough of kids
being bused out of neighborhood schools? Have you had enough developer-driven government?

Chuck will NOT continue Commissioner
Arnold's uncontrolled approvals. In her first
5 months, she voted for more acreage to go
under the bulldozer than any other
commissioner. That's 2960 acres! Chuck has
8 years county experience. And as a former
Marine and combat vet, he's ready to fight
for our county. ChuckForCommissioner.com

Paid for by Krista Keating-Joseph and Charles Labanowski, Republican candidates for St. Johns County Commissioners, District 4 and 2
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Many of our elected officials are not
following the wishes of their constitu-
ents and so they need to be replaced. I
hope I can count on your vote.

County Commission, District 2
Sarah Arnold (R)

My name is Sarah Arnold, and I
proudly represent District 2 on the St.
Johns County Board of County Com-
missioners following my appointment
by Governor Ron DeSantis. As a wife
and mother of four children, my faith
and family are most important to me.
I’'m a lifelong Republican, a defender
of the Second Amendment, and am
invested in the future of St. Johns
County.

On the Commission, I have been

a champion of smart growth prac-
tices and will always hold the line on
overdevelopment. I support our first
responders, our Sheriff’s office, and
our firefighters, and I believe it is our
duty to provide critical support and
care to our veterans, who have en-
sured our freedom and safety.

Additionally, as a fiscal conservative,
I have been a leader for managing

and balancing our county budget to
ensure all resources are spent respon-
sibly, and I will continue fighting
through the bureaucratic red tape and
wasteful spending to ensure our tax
dollars work for us, and not the gov-
ernment. Let’s keep St. Johns County
on the Right Path. I kindly ask for
your vote on Aug. 23.

Nelson David Cline (R)
Did not submit a statement.

Johnny Coe Counts (R)

I am a seventh generation Floridian,
married 31 years to my wife Gina.
We have two sons, two daughters,
and two granddaughters, all part of

a pioneer family ranch operation. I
am a member of The Church of Jesus
Christ of Latter-Day Saints. I am also
a small business owner of 34 years.

I propose a moratorium on large
development projects to redress the
$500 million deficit of “infrastruc-
ture” in one of the most prosperous
counties in Florida.

“We the People” should vote “no”

on 1 cent added sales tax. I believe
government needs to reduce to what is
necessary as we all do in tough times.

SARAH~*ARNOLD

COUNTY COMMISSION

THE RIGHT PATH
FOR ST. JOHNS COUNTY

Paid for by Sarah Arnold, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission, District 2.

This “power” to tax is what needs to
be carefully guarded. We cannot suc-
ceed as a free society without personal
and public solvency.

Let’s look at procurement, spending,
and the budgeting process by first
getting an accurate audit of the public
purse that is the authority we have
given to the Clerk of Courts.

An Enterprise Financial System that
the County Administrator has been
requesting is needed to allow the free
flow of information between depart-
ments that can be accessed and re-
ported more accurately and efficiently.
Make your vote4counts.com on Aug.
23.

Charles (Chuck) Labanowski (R )

I’'m a Marine Corps combat veteran. I
have lived in the county for 15 years
with my wife Carol.

Now my goal is to protect the qual-
ity of life that we cherish here in St.
Johns County, as we watch develop-
ment exploding countywide. We need
to make the infrastructure (schools,
roads, parks) before the development.
The infrastructure credits that de-
velopers are receiving are just one of
the reasons that our infrastructure is
deficient.

I am not in favor of the new proposed
sales tax increase. We do not need

to burden families anymore that are
facing the ever-rising cost of living
like gas and food costs. Our commis-
sioners are now asking us to pay what
developers should have paid when
their projects were approved.

Law enforcement runs deep in the La-
banowski family. 'm a proud father of
a deputy sheriff. I was also honored to
attend the St. Johns County Citizen
Law Enforcement Academy.

We need to support and help our local
farmers sustain their business for the
betterment of St. Johns County and
the state of Florida. I fought for my
country and now will fight for you
and St. Johns County.

LaShawnda L. Pinkney ( R)

I was born and raised in St. Augus-
tine, attended local schools. I'm the
proud mother of five wonderful adult
children and seven beautiful grand-

children.

After receiving my MS in Criminal
Justice, I became a Child Protective
Investigator for the State of Florida. I
was also a District Resident Services
Supervisor, serving Urban Develop-
ment-subsidized apartment complexes
in seven counties. Currently, I'm a
Human Resources Generalist for the
City of St Augustine, responsible

for employee records, administering
benefits and payroll, recruitment, pre
employment screenings and new hire
orientation.

Board member of several other or-
ganizations in West Augustine: West
Augustine CRA Steering Committee,
served as Cultural and Quality of Life
Chair, West Augustine Community
Development Cooperation, West
Augustine Improvement Association,
American Legion Auxiliary, Post #194
and founder of Off Limitz Ladyz
Riders motorcycle organization. I play
a key role in the annual West Keep
Calm and Walk for Cancer, annual
Domestic Violence Awareness Brunch,
Site Coordinator for the annual Toys
for Tots giveaway and Christmas in

the Park.

My priorities if elected would include
Voting No! for the sales tax increase,
stop overdevelopment, jobs, jobs,
jobs, support for our veterans, first
responders and youth. Faith, Family,
and Community is who I am!

County Commission District 4
Jeremiah P. Blocker (R)

My name is Jeremiah Blocker and I
am running for re-election as your St.
Johns County Commissioner rep-
resenting District 4. I am a combat
veteran, father, business owner, and
former prosecutor. My wife and I live

Meet the Candidates cont. on pg. 13

RACHEAL HAND

For School Board, District 1

ALL HANDS ON DECK '
VOICE FOR PARENTS 4/
FIGHTER FOR CHILDREN -

ALLY TO TEACHERS
www.VoteHandForSchoolBoard.com

Paid for by Racheal Hand Campaign for School Board District 1
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in Nocatee with our two children and
God has blessed us with a third child

on the way!

[ am committed to the best interests
of St. Johns County and its residents.
During the last four years, I have con-
sistently put St. Johns County first by
improving our public safety through
increased funding for law enforce-
ment and first responders. Addition-
ally, the Commission has ensured that
thousands of acres in the county are
forever preserved and protected as
well as nourishing our beaches. We
have improved infrastructure and fos-
tered a business climate to create jobs
while still lowering taxes and fees.
Finally, I carefully review develop-
ment projects on a case-by-case basis,
only supporting smart and controlled
growth; consistently voting against
overdevelopment.

You can find more information on
our website at jeremiahblocker.com.
Please consider voting for me on Aug.
23 in the Republican primary!

Krista Keating-Joseph (R)

1. Slow down growth. My opponent

approved 71 out of 73 proposals to
develop undeveloped land in his first
three years. This unacceptable rate of
growth is compromising our quality

of life.

2. Save our children from learning in
unsafe, unsecure portable classrooms
(according to FDLE) and being bused
to schools out of their areas. We have
more developments being approved
than our school system can handle.

3. No to a 15 percent sales tax in-
crease. The last thing we need is to
raise the sales tax on our hard-work-
ing families, especially as we face high
gas and food prices and inflation. Our
budget surplus does not justify bur-
dening residents with a sales tax.

4. Developers must cover the costs

of infrastructure so that St. Johns
County taxpayers are not stuck pay-
ing for their roads and recreational
areas. We also need a new tree code to
discourage clear-cutting.

5. Put our First Responders first.
They should not have to leave the
county to get a pay raise.

I’'m a mom of five including two Navy
SEALs, a Marine and a teen. I can say

Faith & Allegiance to the Constitution

Raised in a military family,
Casey Woolsey knows what it
eans to protect the
onstitution and do one's
uty to Country. As County
dge, Casey Woolsey will
ing those same values
o the bench.

?aﬂlil
Pantay

e
Meet Casey

PROUDLY SUPPORTED BY
VETERANS & PROSEGUTORS

CASEY

WOOLSEY

FOR COUNTY
COURT JUDGE

Paid by Casey Woolsey for St. Johns County Court Judge Group 2

“no” to unbridled development and
take St. Johns County back for the

people who live here now.

School Board District 1
Racheal Marie Hand (N/P)

My name is Racheal Hand; I am run-
ning for School Board, District 1. St.
Johns County is a beautiful, highly
sought after county in the greatest
state in the country. We are known
for our outstanding schools and beau-
tiful scenery. We must protect and
preserve the wonderful things that
made this county so desirable.

Unfortunately, things have begun to
change in our schools. It is time to
put people willing to stand up for
our children, parents and teachers in
the forefront. Complacency and lack
of accountability is what has allowed
this mess to begin. Our schools can’t
keep up with the overcrowding that
has created unsafe conditions. We
have inappropriate books accessible
in our schools and our teachers are
overworked and underpaid. We have
drifted from academic focus to social
emotional learning and our children’s
special needs are struggling to be met.

My goal is to reignite the parent/

teacher relationship for the sake of
our children. Parents must be held ac-
countable for their student’s behavior.
Teachers must be able to focus solely
on academic curriculum. If you are
looking for someone who is not afraid
to stand up for what is right, vote
Racheal Hand on Aug. 23.

Beverly Slough (N/P)

I am proud to be running for re-elec-
tion to the St. Johns County School
Board, the number one district in the
state of Florida for the last 15 years.
Through our partnership with par-
ents, our focus on the achievement
of each individual student, develop-
ment of career academies to engage
our students and offer choice, and our
emphasis on good character among
our students, we have created an at-
mosphere that allows our students to
grow and thrive in their educational
journey.

In the next four years, my goals are to
improve engagement and communica-
tion with parents, increase teacher/
staff pay, enhance working conditions,
and focus on core academics for our
students.

Meet the Candidates cont. on pg. 14

Nanc

T RAY

FOR SCHOOL BOARD L, 1 [ k
e |

——— -

LEADERSHIP TO UNITE

& Mother

) Substitute Teacher

© Volunteer (©) Registered Nurse

o VoteNancyTray.com f @NancyTray4SchoolBoard

Polit ement Paid ancy Tray for School Board

JEREMIAH

BLOCKER

The Proven Local Leader

Making Public Safety #1

Ensuring Responsible, Smart Growth

Protecting Taxpayer Dollars

Republican Primary: Tuesday,

JeremiahBlocker.com

August 23

g ———

Paid For By Jeremiah Blocker, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission District 4
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Identifying ways to engage our students
and ensure great classroom behavior
will be pursued. Effort will also be
placed on continued management of
the incredible growth in student popu-
lation by providing new schools and
sensible zoning to avoid overcrowding
as much as possible. Proven Leadership
- Sustained Success. Vote Bev Slough
for School Board, District 1.

Nancy Tray (N/P)

I am an active Saint Johns County
parent and have been involved in the
public schools of my three children
for the past decade. I have enjoyed
helping our schools through PTOs,
SACs, volunteering, organizing clubs,
and substitute teaching. My profes-
sional experience and education in
social work and nursing have prepared
me well to serve our community.

I am running for school board to find
workable solutions to the problems fac-
ing our rapidly growing district. I am
not running to further the interests of a
political party, a special interest group,
a business, or a religious agenda. Our
students, teachers, staff, and families
are my only agenda. I care deeply about
our community and would make the
school board my full-time job.

As your school board member, I

would work to (1) permanently
alleviate the perpetual cycle of over-
crowding in our schools, (2) improve
the programs and services offered

to all our students, (3) ensure better
support for our teachers and staff,
and (4) increase SJCSD salaries and
funding for education. I will listen
and respond to our constituents in a
way that unites our community and
depolarizes the political issues that get
in the way of progress.

Vote on August 23

*

Education

% St. Augustine
High School

* Flagler College

% University of Florida
Law School

Legal Experience

% 40+ areas of law
* 12+ years
% 1000+ legal matters

Endorsed By

STATE ATTORNEY R.J. LARIZZA

As It Is Written
7 Common Sense

:ﬂ’ Honesty, Integrity
& Character

Poditical Advertisemssnt, Paid for snd Approved by Alyssa Shomiein for County Judge

*

j Will Follow the Law

z Small Business Owner

z Community Servant

lyssa
CAMPER SHORSTEIN

‘COUNTY JUDGE

AlyssaForJudge.com

Feb. 4, 2022

"A law that makes it
difficult to sue builders over
contruction flaws is about

to get worse, The legislator

behind this mononumentally

bad bill (SB 736) works in a
family construction
company, with 20,000 home

sites in northeast Florida

and plans for [12,000]
more."

"The law will become more
tilted in favor of shoddy
builders and against
homeowners... the bill cuts
the 10-year latent defect
deadline to five years for
single-family homes..."

"It's about as anti-
consumer as you can

possibly get."

"The unseen leak in your home
has powerful allies in
Tallahassee" - Orlando Sentinel

"Who's behind it?

The Sponsor of this fast-
moving bill is Travis Hutson,
R - St. Augustine, a vice
president of the Hutson
Companies, whose website
claims some 20,000 Jackson-
ville area homesites..."

"Specifically in north Florida
where Hutson is located... the
houses are built over wood
frames and they apply stucco.
If they don't do it properly,
water will penetrate - but it
doesn't show up until six,
seven or eight years until after
the home is built."

"The legislature does not
require members to avoid
conflicts of interest unless the
issue in question would
benefit a specific legislator
and no one else."

Senator/developer Hutson has only one interest:

self-interest.

Gerry James will

This article says it all.
Travis Hutson is using
his senate seat to
benefit his business,
and make us pay the
price.

Fortunately, this bill
died. But it's one of
many self-serving bills
that he has tried to
push through. And
some of them succeed.

We need a senator
who will work for us, not
for the Hutson
Companies.

We need a senator who will work for us. Gerry4Senate.com

Paid political advertisement paid for by We The People Elect Patriots PAC, 1317 Edgewater Dr. #6177 Orlando, FL 32804 independently of any candidate.

write legislation to
strengthen laws limiting
conflicts of interest. He's
a constitutional
conservative with a
flerce commitment to
fighting for the people
of Florida. A true patriot,
Gerry will work to
preserve our

God-given rights.




The Creelgzm August 2022 | Page 15

August 23, 2022

OPEN TO ALL REGISTERED VOTERS IN ST JOHNS COUNTY

PRIMARY ELECTION

Vickv®)akes

St.Johns County ® Supervisor of Elections

4455 Avenue A, Suite 101
St. Augustine, FL 32095
(904) 823-2238
www.votesjc.gov

ON OUR WEBSITE www.votesjc.gov

* Register to vote

+ Check your voter status

+ Change your address before you vote

+ Verify your polling place

* Track the mailing and receipt of your vote by mail ballot
+ View and print your sample ballot

We are here to serve you. Please visit our office, call
or use our online forms and resources to help you

Due to the 2020 .Ce.nsus and.Redi.stricting prepare for Election Day,
process, voting districts, precinct lines, and
some Election Day polling locations have
changed. Visit VOTESJC.GOV for more

information.

ACCEPTABLE FORMS OF ID
WHEN VOTING IN PERSON

Voter information cards are not a valid form
of identification when voting. Be sure to bring
a current and valid photo ID when voting in
person. If the photo ID does not contain your
signature, an additional ID that includes your
signature shall be required. Example: Photo
on Student ID and signature on a library

FLORIDA IS A CLOSED PRIMARY STATE

» Democrats receive a Democratic ballot
* Republicans receive a Republican ballot
s s sl 17 Gl R (s Sy + Voters registered with no party affiliation or a minor party receive a

ID, you will be allowed to vote a provisional nonpartisan ballot
ballot. + Universal Primary Contests are the exception. There are two on the Primary

ballot, both Republican races. Representative in Congress, Dist. 5 and State
Representative, Dist. 20. If you live in these districts, regardless of your
party affiliation these Republican races will appear on your ballot.

* Florida Driver License

* Florida ID Card issued by DMV
+ United States Passport

* Debit or Credit Card

« Military 1D

+ Student ID

* Retirement Center ID

* Neighborhood Association ID

Vote: It’s Your Choice!

Call 904-823-2238 for your vote by mail ballot today! You can also use the
online request form on our website www.votesjc.gov. Deadline to request a
ballot to be mailed is 5 PM August 13th.

* Public Assistance ID

* Veteran Health ID

* Concealed Weapon ID or Firearm
License ID

+ Government Employee 1D

Make sure your vote counts!

Has your signature changed? If your signature on your voter record and
signature on the vote by mail ballot certificate envelope do not match, your
vote by mail ballot may not count. Update your signature using a Florida
voter registration application.

Drop your mail ballot in a secure ballot intake station at any early voting
site during the hours of voting. Your voted mail ballot is due in the Elections
Office no later than 7 PM on Election Day. If it is late, it will not count.

EARLY VOTING LOCATIONS

% DATES & TIMES ~ August 13th - 20th % Hours: 9 AM - 6 PM Daily At All Locations

Southeast Branch Library
6670 US 1 South
St. Augustine, FL 32086

Supervisor of Elections
Office

4455 Avenue A, Suite 101
St. Augustine, FL 32095

Julington Creek Annex
725 Flora Branch Blvd.
St. Johns, FL 32259

Hastings Branch Library
6195 S. Main St.
Hastings, FL 32145

KNOW WHERE TO VOTE
BEFORE YOU GO

To locate your polling place
visit www.votesjc.gov or
call the Elections Office

at 904-823-2238.

Ponte Vedra Branch Library
101 Library Blvd.
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

St. Augustine Beach
City Hall

2200 A1A South

St. Augustine, FL 32080

ELECTION DAY

* Tuesday, August 23, 2022

* Polls are open 7 AM -7 PM

* When voting on Election Day you MUST vote at the
precinct of your legal residence.
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New adventures for local dance icon

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

A well known local dance studio owner is
beginning a new chapter — Mark Spivak
and his wife Alla have turned over their
studios in Fruit Cove and Mandarin to
new owners and are ready to see what next
adventure awaits them. The Fruit Cove
studio has become the second location for
Heather Loveland Dance Academy and
the Mandarin studio will become Jackson-
ville Fitness Academy.

“We just held our 42nd annual recital
this summer,” Mark Spivak said. “It
seems like it’s just been one day instead of
42 years.”

Mark and Alla Spivak first arrived in
Jacksonville in 1979 as refugees from the
former Soviet Union. Mark Spivak was
an accomplished ballet dancer from Kiev
who performed throughout the Soviet
Union and abroad with the Ukrainian
Concert Organization. Alla Spivak was a
master rhythmic gymnast. Together they
formed Mark Spivak Dance Institute and
Dance Extension, first in Mandarin and
then with additional locations in Fruit
Cove.

“When I first arrived here from Kiev,

I was approached to choreograph and
dance for a company called the Ballet
Guild,” Mark Spivak said. “Then Martha
Jackson saw me perform and offered for
me to take over her studio in the San
Marco area. We moved the studio to
Mandarin in 1982.”

At that original Mandarin studio, the
Spivaks offered many artistic options,

including all forms of dance, gymnastics,
art classes, and piano instruction, the
latter partially so that their three children
could take lessons conveniently at their
parents studio.

Realizing that Jacksonville was growing
southward, in 1989 the Spivaks opened
their second location in the old Food
Lion (now Neighborhood Walmart)
center in NW St. Johns County. They
ultimately built a location on Race Track
Road and also bought an office complex
on State Road 13 to house a studio when
Mark Spivak realized his dream to own
his property and not be subjected to
landlords and lease demands. At the State
Road 13 property, the Spivaks built a
second building which now houses Tum-
bling Kids as well as All About Ballroom,
a ballroom dance school and studio for
which Mark Spivak remains a partner.

Over the years, Mark Spivak has taught
character dance at Douglas Anderson
School of the Arts, served as president
of the Florida Chapter of the Dance
Masters of America and spent 10 years
as director of the First Coast Nutcracker.
For the past 31 years he has been founder
and artistic director of Community
Nutcracker, a completely philanthropic
annual event which has donated more
than $800,000 to local charities and
community organizations over the years.

The Spivaks are happy to be turning
over the Fruit Cove studio to Heather
Loveland.

“We have known Heather for years,”
Mark Spivak said. “She was an instructor
for us before she opened her own success-
ful dance studio and we actually selected
her to take over.”

Loveland said, “I am humbled and
deeply honored to follow in the footsteps
of Mark Spivak’s Institute. After 42 years
of devotion to dance education by Mark
and Alla, ’'m proud to continue their
tradition of excellence through Heather

Nutrition
Check

By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN and
Caroline Jury BS
mail@floridanewsline.com

When someone mentions eye health,
what vegetables come to mind? For
me, [ always think of carrots; my
mother would always say to eat carrots
for better eyesight. Did you know
that this is actually an old wives’ tale
that dates back to World War IT? To
cover for their technology, the British
intelligence started spreading rumors
that the key to the Royal Air Force’s
extraordinary night vision was due

to eating lots of carrots. Learn more
about the history: https://tinyurl.
com/485hkscn.

In today’s world, we have a different
dilemma with eye health; with the
rapid growth of smartphones, comput-
ers, and iPads, there is also an increase
in eye discomfort, blurred vision, eye
strain, eye pain, and visual fatigue.

In celebration of this month’s theme,
Children’s Eye Health/Safety Month,
let’s dig deeper into nutrients we can
get from fruits and vegetables to sup-
port healthy eyes and vision.

1. Vitamin A: This nutrient is respon-
sible for our eyes’ ability to see in low
light level conditions. Food sources:
carrots, tomatoes, leafy greens, red bell
pepper, sweet potato, liver, and tuna.

Children’s Eye Health/
Safety Month

2. Lutein and Zeaxanthin: These ca-
rotenoids help with anti-inflammatory
and prevention of age-related macular
disease. Food sources: leafy greens,
pistachios, corn, peas, and eggs.

3. Quercetin: This flavonoid is an
antioxidant that is a protective barrier
for the external portion of the ocular
surface. Food sources: citrus fruits, tea
(black/green), berries, red onion, and
red wine.

4. Vitamin C: This nutrient helps
protect lenses from harmful UV light.
Food sources: strawberries, kiwi,
oranges, broccoli, Brussel sprouts and

red bell peppers.

A quick recipe I would like to share
with the nutrients listed above is the
Eye-Health Smoothie: %5 cup spinach
or kale, 1 cup water/low-fat dairy, 1
frozen sliced banana, 3 red bell pepper
slices, and 5 frozen strawberries. Blend
and enjoy!

Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN,
CLC, FAND is an assistant professor
in the Department of Nutrition and
Dietetics, Brooks College of Health,
University of North Florida.

Ahoy Mateys! I'm Captain Reducio, the newest
buccaneer to the crew here at the 5t. Johns County
Solid Waste Division. I've got a treasure chest full of fun
facts about recycling, including the three
Arrrrgghhs, "Reduce, Reuse, & Recycle!"

b
iy
s

To schedule a presentation with Captain
Reducio, please contact his First Mate,
Matthew "Peg Leg" Denny at 904.827.6980 or

mdenny@sjcfl.us.

Are you an advocate for recycling

and interested in helping your

neighbors gain a better understanding

of recycling? Please contact us at
solidwaste@sjcfl.us to learn more about the
Recycling Resource Program.

For more information regarding residential
curbside services or the Solid Waste
Division's outreach programs, please visit
www.recyclestjohns.com!

Loveland Dance Academy. I'm excited

to combine our dance studios and share
this meaningful mission together as one
studio family where we all have a sense of
belonging and community.”

So what's next for the Spivaks? Alla Spi-
vak assures that they are staying local and
not becoming idle.

“We are open to new possibilities,” Mark
Spivak said. “I know something will

come up.”

Photo by Martie Thompson

Alla and Mark Spivak

'WEAVER ANDSTRATTON

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS
Ready. Set.

Pr. Aglin Mazzuoccolo

*“ GRTHODONI S | ‘

¢ : “vul¥

T0 SCHEDULE A CONSUL
CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE:

JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE - 117-7203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK - ST JOHNS, FL 32259
ORANGE PARK OFFICE - 1584-B KINGSLEY AVENUE - ORANGE PARK, FL 32073
ATLANTIC OFFICE - 12740-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD - JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

904.264.KIDS | 269KIDS.COM

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.



DBrian Lidivell

You may know Brian Bidwell as
co-owner, along with his wife Joline,
of the Julington Creek Wild Birds
Unlimited Store as well as two other
locations. But he hasn’t always been
“feeding the birds;” Bidwell got his
start in electrical supply sales. Origi-
nally from Dayton, Ohio, he said his
parents were always passionate about
birds, so he comes to his birding hobby
honestly. He and Joline have a nature
preserve behind their house and there
are lots of birds to watch, both coastal
and backyard varieties. He said he has
at least 25 bird feeders in his yard as he
always tries out new merchandise so he
knows what to suggest to his custom-
ers. Bidwell also enjoys playing the
guitar and singing in his spare time; he
once “opened for Brad Paisley” as he
sang the National Anthem with other
members of a barbershop quartet at

a Fourth of July celebration at Metro
Park that featured the country singer.

Q: How did you get started in your
career in electrical supply sales?

A: As an 18-year-old going to school,

I had a friend ask if I would like to
make some extra money helping him
with inventory of his electrical supply
business. Of course I did. I was fasci-
nated with all the conduits and wire
... everything needed to put electricity
in a building. By the end of taking
inventory, he offered me a job in sales.

Q: How did you end up in Florida?

A: T eventually realized that my pas-
sion was for lighting, so I went to

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

== WILLIE'S OLD SCHCOL RULES OF BBQ =

EVERY MEAL
conted wiit a A of

SMOKED FOR HOURS

SERVED IN MINUTES

travel - pantry raiders - gardening
fishing - entertainment - puzzles

work for a large lighting
manufacturer as a sales
rep. Everyone needs
lighting! I wanted
to move to Florida
since the construc-
tion industry was
booming in the
early 1980s and
I had four or
five job offers.
It was very

cold in Janu-
ary in Ohio,

so Florida

was looking
pretty good.

I thought it
might be a
temporary
move, but

even my
mother said

I wouldn’t be
coming back.
She was right
and D’ve lived in
Florida longer than
anywhere else.

Q: How did you meet
your wife Joline?

A: We were set up on a blind
date by a coworker of mine. We
went to hear a friend’s band play at
the beach. We couldn’t hear each
other, so we went to the Sea Turtle so
we could talk. We've been together
ever since and married in 1997.

Q: How did you come to own three
Wild Birds Unlimited Stores?

A: Joline worked as an office manager
for 27 years for a small doctor’s office
in San Marco. When the practice

-]
-]
-]

Trivia Night
Every Monday 6:30pm Free
to participate. Were giving

Photo courtesy Brian Bidwell
Brian Bidwell.

closed, she wasn't ready to retire. She
and her mom would frequently go
to the Wild Birds Unlimited store in
Jax Beach and at one point it was for
sale. Tongue-in-cheek, I said, “We
should buy that store.” That’s all it
took. Joline had all the paperwork
ready within days. We've owned that
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By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

store since 2013. I continued working
my job at the lighting company and
helped Joline at the store on nights
and weekends. By the time we
bought the Julington Creek
store in 2018, I knew it was
time to work at the stores
full time. We just opened
our third location in

"N World Golf Village.

Q: What is your big-

gest challenge and

what is your favor-
ite part of owning
the stores?

A: The biggest
challenge has been
keeping the stores
staffed, especially
during this age of
COVID. But this is
what makes the Ju-
lington Creek store
such a delight: we
have great employees.
We empower them to
do as much as they can
and they all have a pas-
sion for birds, which they
impart to our customers.

My favorite part is when I can
help someone just starting out
in this bird feeding hobby. Each
customer becomes a friend. We love
the stories they share with us that we
can share with others, so that gives
everyone the best enjoyment of this

hobby.

Q: What advice would you give to
people new to the hobby?

A: If you're just starting out, be
patient. It takes time for the birds to
find your feeder. Also, make sure your
seed is fresh.

View our full menu and place your order online
at WillieJewellsBBQ.com!

S$5.00 off

any purchase of $25 or more

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH AND UBER EATS!

Seniors Happy Hour
Mon - Fri = 4pm - 6pm
15% discount for seniors

Kids Eat Free Wednesdays!
5:30pm-8:30pm
1 Kids Meal free (10 & under)

age 60 & over.
Dine-in only.

with purchase of 1 adult
platter. Dine-in only.

www.WillieJewells.com ¢ (904) 3423-3373

105 Murabella Parkway, St. Augustine FL 32092
(next to the Publix at the corner of SE-16 and Pacetti Road.)

away 5100 in prizes!

f Like us at facebook.com/williejeweliswerldgelifor info_ﬁ—étion on-promotions and other-events!
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Answers on page3
Provided by MetroCreative
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CLUES DOWN
1. Sign language 27. Supervises flyin;
CLUES ACROSS 2. lngstyleg ¢ K Noteven
1. Breezed through 33. Mock lightly 3. Norwegian river 29. Capital of Saudi Arabia
5. Time units (abbr.) 38. Mimic 4. People with impaired hearing  34. Electronic countermeasure
8. Pigeon’s murmur 41. Built 5. Large stinging paper wasp 35. Consumed
11. Moves aside in fright 43. A neighborhood 6. Bucharest is its capital 36. American politician (abbr.)
13. Partner to “ahh” 45. Inflammation of the kidneys 7. River in Ireland 37. Sun up in New York
14. Taxis 48. Semitic fertility god 8. Type of TV 39. Casually looked through
15. Monetary units of Turkey 49. Temporary name of Seaborgium 9. Double-reed instruments 40. Revealed the presence of
16. Returned material 50. Wise people 10. Spanish motorcycle 41. Peyton’s little brother
authorization (abbr.) 55. Tear down manufacturer 42. Diana __, singer
17. Prolific Italian opera composer 56.  -fi (slang) 12. Midway between south and 44. Study of moral values and rules
18. Restaurants 57. Diamond weight southeast 45. Civil Rights group
20. One’s grandmother 59. Frosted 14. French commune 46. Makes less severe
21. Ancient Greek City 60. Predecessor to EU 19. Alike 47. Made an emotional appeal
22. Italian mountain ranges 61. Makes changes to 23. A bachelor’s apartment 48. Vivacity of style
25. Data 62. Some are secret 24. Foot part between the ball 51. One who is highly skilled
30. Acted in an obedient way 63. Tooth caregiver and ankle 52. Gets around in pursuit of pleasure
31. Autonomic nervous system 64. Old English poet 25. Belonging to a thing 53. Famed guitarist Clapton
32. Not on the up-and-up 26. Japanese classical theater 54. Most common Japanese surname
58. Recipe abbreviation
OO+ *O0S% - *xBX -+ AC*LH N\ AR
TEE“FFW“R"SEA“B“ ABCDEFGCHIiJKLMNOPQRSTUOVWXYZ
e 0
P 0O LB CWULCUUOUVTLTGH DTIIKIKPEYV
Y EPHAIKVYDIKU OVRNNUMYSK!IL AIMING =BT T 0 YT = ==
AW HWWCCLEBFKMIPIHCRWM ALTGNMENT Debtermine the ::ode to :‘;veat the answer!
I AB CEY K SV B OUW®BT FSETENT CT Ai??gé&” .
M oBBAGYSFMNSGBUBYULTIUOAWU BACKSWING Solve the code to discover words related to golf.
I LMUGOFSWDUVV O0GYGDTICHR BALANCE Each number corresponds to a letter.
N S DDEWRIRAPTITSIBGTADTVC BALATA (Hint: 5=C)
G AKPOCKTZP CLNYYLETEA AAHTD BIRDIE
RDSTNTGDTPSYGYPUYTCTDA ook 4 18 18
L LCLAWMMWIKA ATMWTCDWMTIU OT BA BOGEY
VM N CLR REVTIRTDUOVFMGEKT RTLM BUNKER
Cc B KVACLUPUOUOGNTIMWSSSTIME CADDIE
B OAPBGPC CMHEFTTOCYLGLNU o S 23 20 22 10
I YBLOUUAORT FT RUPVNSGTCOWU CONNECTION
R CP LA CH RSUPUTEFEMOIKUS B DDRIIVVOETR
D CT COTULRUWPNAUOTEI KPS HA AN
I HCMGCAYTPLGUNVYVVNAUTFEP FALE 5 1 20 2 10 18
E'YLFRBIKMYUDI KTYATIUT FUTLTIHK PUTT
PWDWTIDUBTINALTGTFTDVSBGU ROTATION
M EI M PMVCONNIET CTTIUONTUDBF SHING 26 25 21 17 16 5 25 3
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.

SNIP’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE

g
\l{!‘*sv

Grill Cleaning-Repairs

We take care of your I.T.
S0 you can focus on your business

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.
FL-5456A - LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

Tree Service
Call us today for a free evaluation and estimate!

904-719-8499

Tree Removal | Tree & Shrub Pruning | Storm Preparation | Stump Grinding
Tree & Landscape Assessment | Plant Healthcare | Emergency Services

Installation & Restoration

Remove carcinogens
maintain cleanliness

Tony & Darlene Marsico

904-481-6685

TDR@topdog-restorations.com

Protect Your
Investment

www.topdog-restorations.com
Locally owned and operated - Free Estimates - Insured

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisements!
Call for details
(904) 886-4919

* Managed Services

PROMISE * Data Backup solutions
« Security: Firewalls, Virus protection,
Email filtering
bl -t * Business Continuity & Disaster
Solutions .
Recovery Planning
Serving St Johnsand  + Website Development
Mandarin since 2003  * Residential Services
v W
904 . 287 . 2254 2013 Small Business Leader - pirmim ey
WWW.itpromise.com  ofthe YearJax Chamber [Ny IENEL]

Landscape Company

Offering Land Prepping -
Digging « Brush Clearing -

GINDER Special Mulching

EQUIPMENT SERVICES LLC

BIG jobs SMALL jobs
We have the equipment to get any job done!

Free Estimates 717-689-0948

or Residential - fio project too small

www.floridaconcreteworks.com
Free Quote Today!

Catering to the needs of the
homeowner since 2002

e Driveways ¢ Walkways

* Pavers ¢ Concrete Removal

o Patios
Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!

e Driveway Extension




VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espafiol

Dental insurance - Phy-
sicians Mutual Insurance
Company. Covers 350 pro-
cedures. Real insurance
- not a discount plan. Get
your free dental info kit!
1-855-526-1060 www.den-
tal50plus.com/ads #6258

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Prepare for power outages
today with a GENERAC
home standby generator
$0 Down + Low Monthly
Pmt Request a free Quote.
Call before the next power
outage: 1-855-948-6176

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protection. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-833-610-1936

SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-855-364-3948

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments
for18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans
Today! Help and Support
our Veterans. Fast - FREE
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

HughesNet - Finally, su-
per-fast internet no matter
where you live. 25 Mbps just
$59.99/mo! Unlimited Data
is Here. Stream Video. Bun-
dle TV & Internet. Free In-
stallation. Call 866-499-0141

10LD GUITARS WANTED!
GIBSON, FENDER, MAR-
TIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980's.
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

Become a published au-
thor. We want to read your
book! Dorrance Publish-
ing trusted since 1920.
Consultation, production,
promotion & distribu-
tion. Call for free author's
guide 1-877-729-4998 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/ads

AT&T Internet. Start-
ing at $40/month w/12-
mo agmt. 1 TB of data/
mo. Ask how to bundle &

Paying top cash for men'’s
sportwatches! Rolex,
Breitling, Omega, Patek
Philippe, Heuer, Daytona,

Job Finder:

If you love working with children and are looking for a friendly caring environment to work
and teach, visit www.ivybrookacademy.com to learn about our award-winning half day
preschool. Contact carolyn.lott@ivybrookacademy.com for available teaching opportunities.

Westminster Woods on Julington Creek is seeking an ADON to direct and supervise, on
assigned unit, the daily functions of the nursing staff. Must possess a current, active
RN license in Florida & 3 years experience in LTC facility. Apply online through Indeed.

plications for:

Located in World Golf Village, Westminster St. Augustine is currently accepting ap-

Nursing (CNA, LPN, RN), Dining Services (Assistant Director, Supervisor, Cook,
Baker, Dishwasher, Server), Receptionist (On-call), Housekeeper, Maintenance.
Please apply online at: www\WestminsterStAugustineFL.org

Dental hygienist full/part-time to join our modern, organized & stress free team. Must
be a team player & have great customer service skills. Salary based on experience
starting $35/hr, paid holidays, Vacation/ Sick Days, Health,Dental, 401K. Contact
obduliarondon@hotmail.com at JR Dental.

GMT, Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear
TV w/unmatched clarity.
TV Ears Original - originally
$129.95 - now w/this special
offer only $59.95 w/code
MCB59! 1-888-805-0840

Aloe Care Health medical
alert system. Most advanced
medical alert product on the
market. Voice-activated!
No wi-fi needed! Special
offer w/code CARE20
for $20 off Mobile Com-
panion. 1-855-341-5862

DISH TV $64.99 For 190
Channels + $14.95 High
Speed Internet. Free Instal-

lation, Smart HD DVR Includ-
ed, Free Voice Remote. Some
restrictions apply. Promo Ex-
pires 1/21/23.1-866-479-1516

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for out-
ages & power your home.
Full installation services.
$0 down financing option.
Request free no obliga-
tion quote. 1-877-539-0299

Vivint. Smart security. Pro-
fessionally installed. One
connected system for total
peace of mind. Free profes-
sional installation! Four
free months of monitor-
ing! Call to customize your

system. 1-833-841-0737

Safe Step. North America’s #1
Walk-in tub. Comprehensive
lifetime warranty. Top-of-
the-line installation and ser-
vice. Now featuring our free
shower package & $1600
off - limited time! Financing
available. 1-855-417-1306

Protect your home from
pests safely and afford-
ably. Pest, rodent, termite
and mosquito control.
Call for a quote or inspec-
tion today 844-394-9278

Discount air travel. Call
Flight Services for best
pricing on domestic & in-
ternational flights inside
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Prepare for power
outages today

WITH A HOME STANDBY GENERATOR

et § (enins 055k W Rl |51 BAY (TR

SOMONEY DOWN * LOW MONTHLY PAYMENT OPTIONS

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE

(866) 643-0438
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I
FREE
FWear Extendad
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'ﬁc}' ALOE CARE HEALTH

The World's Most Advanced
Medical Alert System

Voice-Activated! No Wi-Fi Needed!

$20 OFF Mebile Companien

Offer code: CARE20

CALL NOW

* i

1-855-521-5138 ©

& from the US. Serving
United, Delta, American &
Southwest & many more.
Free quote! Have travel
dates ready! 844-951-2014

Reader Advisory: The Na-
tional Trade Association we
belong to has purchased the
above classifieds. Determin-
ing the value of their service
or product is advised by
this publication. In order to

avoid misunderstandings,
some advertisers do not
offer employment but rather
supply the readers with
manuals, directories and
other materials designed to
help their clients establish
mail order selling and other
businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should
you send any money in
advance or give the client
your checking, license ID,

or credit card numbers. Also
beware of ads that claim to
guarantee loans regardless
of credit and note that if
a credit repair company
does business only over
the phone it is illegal to
request any money before
delivering its service. All
funds are based in US dol-
lars. Toll free numbers may
or may not reach Canada.

Fruit Cove native will be
missed by many

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Christopher Thomas Richardson died
July 1 in Lansing, Michigan in a train
pedestrian accident. Son of Angi Rich-
ardson and loved by his Nona, Aunt

Mimi, and Jim and Judy Wheelwright,

defensive player of the year, two-time
holiday tourney MVD, and was St. Johns
County Player of the Year in 2016.

He went on to play college ball at
Southern Virginia University where he
played as a freshman starter, averaging

Chris attended Julington Creek El-
ementary, Fruit Cove Middle School
and Creekside High School. Even at an
early age, he began receiving awards for
his good character and citizenship. He
was blessed with natural athletic ability.
He excelled early on in soccer and was

a wide receiver in seventh grade foot-
ball, but his true love was basketball. He
began playing school ball in eighth grade
and led his Fruit Cove team to their first
county championship.

At Creekside High School, he started 77
straight games in three years and led the
team in scoring his sophomore, junior
and senior years. His senior year, he led
the team to 24 wins, the most in the his-
tory of the high school. They went on to
win the district championship and went

approximately six points, three rebounds,
two assists, and a steal a game. This

was his last year playing school ball; he
missed friends and family locally so he
returned home where he finished his
bachelor’s degree in Sports Management
at the University of North Florida. He
then went on to work on his master’s
degree in Sports Management online at
the University of Florida. He was in the
process of finishing his last course, and
on Aug. 5, will be awarded his master’s
degree posthumously.

While going to school, he began coach-
ing. He was a first-time ever Creekside
Freshman Team head coach, assistant
coach at Creekside and later Bolles,
youngest head coach at Fruit Cove Mid-
dle School, and served as a coach at Blue

to the finals of the semi-state. He was
a two-time Creekside MVDP, two-time

-—

Photo courtesy Jim hee\wright
Chris Richardson pictured with friend Levi Gold.

Chip and other developmental leagues.

Chris had a calm, fun-

loving and kind person-
ality. He was an active
member of the Church of
Jesus Christ of Latter Day
Saints and was baptized

at eight years of age. He
held multiple offices in the
priesthood. He was in Link
Crew mentoring, helping
teammates develop, a par-
ticipant in the Fellowship
of Christian Athletes, and
a Quorum President for his
youth group at church. He
fed the hungry at a commu-
nity kitchen for the home-
less. He was most famous
for his beautiful blue eyes;
everyone loved his eyes,

including Chris.

June, July, and August typically
mean hot, humid days with consis-
tent afternoon thunderstorms for
our area of the river — and June

was brutally hot with just a bit of
rain. This extension of a hot, dry
period has really kept the salinity
up from the Buckman Bridge south.
Higher salinity makes our area a
little more comfortable for fish such
as spotted seatrout and unfortu-
nately hardhead catfish, which have
really been a pain for anyone soak-

ing shrimp on the bottom lately.

One drawback is the increased sa-
linity can really hamper the eel grass
growth and even kill it if it gets
too high. The eelgrass beds provide
crucial habitat for juvenile fish and
crustaceans in the river. We need
some rain, just not too much.

So how’s the fishing been? This
has been one of the better starts to
shrimp season that we've had in a
number of years, both in size and

Jimmy's Fishing Report

By Jimmy Tomazinis
mail@floridanewsline.com

are in the upper 80s, so many of the
fish seek the shade under docks or
bridges as well as deeper water to
stay cool. Currently redfish, floun-
der, and sheepshead can be found
near the docks. Fish a bait on the
bottom if specifically targeting these

species, but a bait presented on or
near the surface can coax a trout or
bass into biting. Bass seem to have
the highest affinity for the shrimp
that are found in the river.

If you have never bass fished with
live shrimp under a popping cork,
I'd highly recommend it. The visual
spectacle of watching a five pound
bass chase a shrimp to the surface
and almost jump out of the water
trying to eat it is a sight to

behold.

If surf fishing is more your thing
then there’s still a reason to take to
the beach and brave the summer
crowds. The late summer months
give you one of the best chances

numbers. An abundance of shrimp
means easy bait catching and a lot
of hungry fish around looking for a
shrimp dinner.

One of the standouts have been the
stripers. They are almost a given
around bridge pilings or deeper
docks when presented with shrimp
right now. The water temperatures

to hook a tarpon from the sand.
The pogy pods they feast on keep
them within casting distance a lot
of times. Fish where the bait pods
are visible with a fresh dead pogy
or live whiting and make sure your
tackle is sufficient.

Until next time, stay hydrated and
tight lines.

CALL FOR PRICING

Flagler Memorial Cremation Society

(904) 669-1809 * (904) 797-4990
2600 Old Moultrie Road - St. Augustine

serving St. Johns, Flagler and Putnam counties

“I only want cremation.”
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A refresher course in school bus safety

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The dawn of a new school year is a
time marked by change and fresh op-
portunities. For many children, school
marks the first time they are away
from their parents for an extended
period of time. It also may be the first

time they ride in a vehicle other than
their parents’ cars.

Each school day, 25 million children
ride a bus to school in the United
States. A school bus is among the saf-
est modes of transport and one of the
most regulated vehicles on the road,

Dr. Jimmy Glenos

Dr. Craig Hadgis

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

FREE Initial Exam

Voted
Best Orthodontist
St Augustine

904.79.SMILE (797.6453) e
smilesbyGHortho.com

Two Like It°® Size Create Your Own
(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Served in a cup. Waffle products and
extra mix-ins available for addl. charge.
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 8/31/22
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2570 Racetrack Rd - 904-429-9669

coldstonecreamery.com/store/23690

e

Back To School
Special

Buy One Gotta Have it® Size Signature
Creation™, Get a Free Kids Scoop
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 per visit. Expires 8/31/22

4 OFF

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle
Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake
Excludes Small Round Cakes, Pies, Petite Cakes &
Cupcakes, Custom Cake Decorating And Writing
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 8/31/22
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52 Tuscan Way - 904-547-2540

coldstonecreamery.com/stores/23675

according to the National Highway
Traffic Safety Administration.

Riding a school bus can be a novel
experience no matter a student’s

age or grade. Kindergarteners may
be introduced to the school bus

on their first day of school, while
older students are no doubt familiar
with life inside a school bus. But all
students and families can benefit
from a refresher course on school bus
procedures to ensure this school year
begins on safe footing.

* Be a smart pedestrian. Riding the
school bus is very safe, but injuries
can occur walking to and from the bus
stop. Watch for cars backing out of
driveways and always look both ways
multiple times before crossing streets.

* Remember school bus laws. Most
areas of the country, including Florida,
have specific school bus laws that
include stopping when red lights are
flashing on the school bus. Cars must
stop whether they’re behind the school

bus, next to it or on the opposite side
of the street facing the bus. Stopping
allows passengers to enter or exit the

bus safely.

* Stand away from the curb. The
National Safety Council advises keep-
ing six feet, or three giant steps, away
from the curb while waiting for the
bus. Young children should be care-
fully supervised.

* Be visible. Always cross in front of
the bus, making eye contact with the
driver so that he or she knows your
intentions before crossing. If you drop
something, do not bend down to pick
it up. Tell the driver instead.

* Remain seated. Find a seat promptly
and remain seated for the duration of
the ride. Do not stand up and proceed
down the center aisle until the bus has
stopped.

* Minimize distractions. Always speak
softly and behave so that you do not
distract the driver.

College test prep classes
coming to library

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Friends of the Bartram Trail Library
are sponsoring a series of ACT and SAT
prep classes to be held at the Bartram
Trail Public Library. The dates of these
classes are Aug. 23, 30 and Sept. 6,

13, 20. Classes are one hour and 15
minutes each. Students may sign up for
either or both series. The ACT classes
will be from 5 p.m. — 6:15 p.m. and the
SAT classes will be from 6:30 p.m. —
7:45 p.m.

The sessions will include two Eng-
lish/Reading and two Math. Fol-

lowing a practice test completed at
home, the fifth and final session
will be a review session from 5 p.m.
— 6:15 p.m. for English/Reading
and from 6:30 p.m. — 7:45 p.m. for
Math. Students should bring their
calculators.

Each series of five sessions costs $45, or
$90 to attend both.

The last day to register is Aug. 18, 2022.
Registration information can be obtained
at the Bartram Trail Branch Library or
by contacting Phyllis Macy at macypl7 @

yahoo.com.

INCLUDES:
« PICKUP FROM SCHOOL
- SNACK & WATER
+THEMED ACTIVITIES
«KARATE CLASSES
«HOMEWORK HELP

After School Care

MAAP (MARTIAL ARTS APPRENTICE PROGRAM)

CONTACT US FOR MORE INFO:
904-826-1904 OR
LIONSDENKARATE@LIVE.COM
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Tryouts as life lessons

By Susan Rieger

mail@floridanewsline.com Focus on effort. As our athletes prepare

for the tryout season, reminding them
that they cannot control the outcome is
important. Instill in them that instead
of focusing on what is out of their
hands, focus on what they can control
— their effort and attitude. Remind
your athletes to “stay in their lanes”
and focus on themselves, not the other
students.

It is well known that tryouts can be
tough on student athletes, but said diffi-
culties can also serve as useful life lessons
regarding preparation for circumstances
such as college applications, auditions,
or job interviews.

According to Jim Thompson, founder

and CEO of Positive Coaching Alliance,
“Disappointment is a great opportunity
to reinforce positive character traits like

“I'am” and “I will” statements can help
kids manage the ups and down of not
performing perfectly. “I am” or “I will”
statements encourage positivity and focus
rather than casting a shadow of doubt or
self-deprecation. Using these statements
to help shape your athlete’s self image

in the face of disappointment will help
them to move on and celebrate more
triumphantly in the face of success.

determination and resilience.”

If our athletes can learn to reshape their
disappointments into determination,
Thompson says other positive attributes
are likely to follow.

Some guidelines for the big day are:

&

W Free VPK
= With The
Deerwood
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Register Now for 2022-2023 VPK

Deerwood Academy’s excellent Voluntary
Pre-Kindergarten (VPK) program prepares
students for their success in elementary school

DEERWOOD

ACADEMY

Where Learning Comes First

and beyond:

* Certified teachers and accredited
ABeka curriculum

e Flexible VPK schedules

— DeerwoodAcademy.com —

ST. JOHNS

904.230.8200
990 Flora Branch Blud. ® St. Johns, FL 32259

* Exceptional learning readiness scores
e Free for Florida children aged 4

on or before September 1
TOWN CENTER

904.807.9550
7575 Centurion Pkwy. ® Jacksonville, FL 32256

e Extended “VPK Wrap” program
available at an additional cost

= O] Learn how to register online for
Florida’s free VPK program by
scanning the QR code, or visiting

= DeerwoodAcademy.com/VPK.

Pick-up Service Awvailable from
Surrounding Schools in St. Johns

Have fun! Making friends, learning new
skills, and creating memories are all
inclusive to the tryout process. Tryouts
are meant to be engaging events for

kids in which they display their skills

and connect with their fellow athletes
regardless of the outcome. Tryouts are not
engineered to be stressful experiences. Re-
mind your athlete to breathe, make new
friends, and put their best foot forward.

NOW ENROLLING

SPACE IS LIMITED
CALL TODAY!

2, 3 and 5 Day
A Week Programs
Available

Photo courtesy Susan Rieger
Difficulties with tryouts can serve as useful life lessons.

IVYBROOK .
T . ‘ACADEMY

DAy PRE-SCHOOL

HaLF

Montessori and Regior
Emilia Inspired
Half Day Pre-School

Toddler - Pre-School - Kindergarten

St Johns Campus
200 North Ridgecrest Lane
St Johns FL 32259

904.592.3999
www.lvybrookacademy.com

904.810.5993
23 Panther Lane Ste 12, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081
www.zonecheerallstars.com

ZoneFacebook

@ @ZoneCheerinc

RS

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates
is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to
providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontic

Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

" NemetzDental Associates

EFECIALTY DENTAL CARE FOR THE INTINY FAMILY

Bakarte. SarFartys Audh Desgiitey = Pabotbhrics - Prosth

-

Your New Smile Awaits!

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd.
Suite 310/320 ¢ Jacksonville, FL 32223

Q Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210

Q AdultDentistry: (904) 886-4867

We offer

?in'r Pediatric Dentistry

Vi Family Dentistry

# Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

e

-
i
e

www.nemetzdental.com

FIVES |
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Andrew J. Calvert, Youth Services Librarian, St. Johns County Public Library System.

Newcomers group donates
books to library

By Michele Oliver
mail@floridanewsline.com

Members of the Newcomers of North
St. Johns generously donated more than
40 children’s books to the St. Johns
County Public Library System. Ad-
ditionally, $300 in cash donations were
also collected for the library.

“We were thrilled to be able to collect
such a wonderful variety of children’s

books during our annual drive,” said
co-president Pat Lett. “Because of
our members’ generosity, kids in our
area will be able to keep up their
reading skills during the summer and
beyond.”

The books and in-kind donations were
delivered to Andrew J. Calvert, Youth
Services Librarian, after the club’s April
luncheon.

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HEADQUARTERS FOR...

@ Printing
@ Banners-Posters-Signs

@ Business Cards-Direct Mail ————____ .-

@ Packing & Shipping
@ Shredding

@ Faxing & Scanning
@ Mailbox Services
@ Notary Services

@ Passport Photos

St Augustine-World Golf Village #6113
52 Tuscan Way, Suite 202
St Augustine FL 32092

Hlufum

o

T e

Open for you:

; J—'—| 1'_'—7\

904.940.0055

Store6113@theupsstore.com

Locally Owned and Operated
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: ‘Beﬁdentisl 3
L‘ommerclal

CONDITIONING = SOFTENING

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.
K1 3760 Kori Road * www.affordablewaterjax.com [}

«PURIFICATION

and Operated

Indllstrlal S since 199

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUB H

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer
service in the industry.

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems

- Service on most makes and models

- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your
system

License #W-32

Pantry Raiders

A simple, flavorful salad to
Whip up in a snap

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

1 medium green serrano chile, minced

(seed first if you prefer)

When preparing meals at home, cooks
know that it helps to have a few simple,
easily prepared dishes in their culinary
repertoire. These are dishes that don’t
require too much planning and utilize
certain staples that are present in every-
one’s pantry. Such is the case with this
recipe for “Crunchy Cucumber Salad
with Crushed Peanuts” from Ruta Ka-
hate’s “5 Spices, 50 Dishes” (Chronicle
Books). Most of the ingredients for this
flavorful salad are likely already in your
kitchen, and it won't be long after you
begin preparing the recipe that you'll
be sitting down and enjoying a meal
with family and friends.

V5 cup peanuts, preferably raw (but
toasted, unsalted ones will do)

2 tbsp. lemon juice, or more if needed
1 tsp. salt

Y% to % tsp. sugar

& tsp. cayenne

1 tbsp. canola oil

V4 tsp. mustard seeds

Place the diced cucumbers in a medi-
um bowl along with the chile. Using a
coffee grinder or food processor, pulse
the peanuts until they are reduced to

a coarse powder. (You don't want big
chunks of peanuts, nor do you want a
fine powder; stop grinding somewhere
in between!) Add the peanuts to the
cucumbers along with the lemon juice,
salt and sugar, and mix well. Taste and
adjust the salt, sugar and lemon juice
as needed. The salad
should be slightly tart.

Crunchy Cucumber Salad with Crushed
Peanuts
Serves 4

2 English or other unwaxed cucum-
bers, chopped into 1/4-inch dice
(about 3 cups)

Make the tadka:
Place the cayenne in
a little pile on top of
the salad. Do not stir
it in yet. Heat the oil
in a small skillet or
butter warmer over
high heat. When it
begins to smoke, add
the mustard seeds,
covering the pan with
a lid or spatter screen.
As soon as the seeds
stop sputtering, pour
the oil over the cay-
enne. Stir the dressing
in and serve at room
temperature or cold.

Give your brain what it needs
S0 you can hear better

Introducing Oticon More™ a life-changing
hearing device with BrainHearing™ technology.

Oticon More helps your brain decipher intricate details of relevant sounds for better
speech understanding with less effort and the ability to remember more.

You're invited to try
Oticon More R/SK FREE

Come in and bring a
loved one to receive:

q 22

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

300+ Five Star Reviews

- FREE Consultation
- Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial
Try it at home, work and play!

STAVERMAN

HEARING CENTERS

Call 904-262-5550 Today! Your Community Resource for Better Hearing

12276 San Jose Blvd. , Suite #710

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com




Visit Maine in the summer, and you’ll
wish to spend June through August in
the New England state. Cool tempera-
tures and low humidity create an ideal
environment, not to mention the scenic

beauty.

Maine’s landscape runs from evergreen
pine forests to tall craggy mountains
and rocky coasts studded by lighthouses.
The Adlantic provides pristine breeding
grounds for lobsters, mussels, clams,
and scallops. Wild blueberries thrive,
especially in northern Maine.

The state’s crowning jewel, Acadia
National Park, ranks among the most
beloved and visited of our 63 natural
treasures. Hike from a sand beach to
outcroppings on boulders battered by
the sea and climb (or drive) to the sum-
mit of Cadillac Mountain, the tallest
peak on the east coast. Kayak on serene
Jordan Pond and bicycle along the
historic carriage roads. I suggest two to
three days, depending on your desired
activities.

Acadia sits on Mount Desert Island in
mid-Maine, along with Bar Harbor, a
small town that’s unfortunately been
overrun with souvenir and tacky tee-
shirt shops. Stay there for quick access
to the park, or consider quieter respites
in Southwest Harbor.

Drive fewer than two hours and ar-

rive in a quintessential Maine village,
Camden. White steepled churches,
non-chain restaurants and shops, and
art galleries dot the two-block main
street overlooking Penobscot Bay. There,
pleasure boats and windjammer schoo-

ners fill the docks.

I boarded the Lewis R French, a sail-
boat, for a three-night cruise. The
French, the oldest known two-masted
schooner in the United States, remains
one of the few in active service. She

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
The Lewis R French.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander
Maine coastline — Acadia National Park.

operates much as she would have when
she was built in 1871.

She carries 20 passengers in single, dou-
ble, and bunk bed cabins. Each cabin
included a sink, a window, reading
lights, and a USB charger, but no toilet.
Two heads (bathrooms) were located on
the main deck. The cabins felt cramped,
but I reminded myself I was aboard a
historic sailing ship. I spent most of my
daylight hours on deck. The sound of
the waves and creaking of the wooden
boat made it easy to imagine stepping
back in time on a similar journey.

Once we set out into Penobscot Bay,

the wind, weather, and tide dictated the
destination. Captain Becky let Mother
Nature determine the path as the French
is pure sail and carries no inboard
engine. A small boat in the rear uses a
motor to help guide the schooner in and
out of the busy Camden harbor.

The passengers help raise and lower the
sail and anchor, but the rest of the time
is spent watching the coastline, relaxing,
and dining. Chef prepares fine meals

on a wood-burning stove. One evening,
we anchored near an uninhabited island
and devoured a lobster bake prepared by

the crew.

Camden’s neighbor, Rockland, a mere
10 minutes away, features a lighthouse
that rests almost a mile offshore. It’s
accessed by a massive granite breakwater
path. When you walk out, you under-
stand why this project took 18 years and
a billion and a half pounds of granite to
complete.

Rockland’s other highlight sits down-
town — the fabulous Farnsworth Art
Museum, home to hundreds of artworks
by Andrew, N.C., and Jamie Wyeth,
among others. The Wyeth family sum-
mered in the area, and numerous paint-
ings reflect the New England coast.

I flew in and out of Bangor, an ideal
small airport with excellent access to
Acadia — but I can’t reccommend much
to see or do in Bangor. Other gateway
options are Boston or Portland, Maine.

I’'m not ready for a sailor’s life, but
cherish the memories of my unforget-
table windjammer adventure, hikes in
Acadia National Park, and eating lots of
lobster and blueberry pie.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.
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A beautiful new
place to celebrate
special lives.

We’re proud to introduce
Hardage-Giddens St. Johns Funerals &
Cremations. This beautiful, state-of-the-art
multipurpose event center can accommodate
a variety of events, including life celebrations,
receptions, community gatherings
and traditional funerals.

Visit us today for more information.

Hardage-Giddens
St. Johns

FUNERALS & CREMATIONS
1285 St. Johns Pkwy. | St. Johns
HGStJohns.com

Every Detail Pemembered” | Dignity
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YOU CAN'T STOP A HURRICANE,
BUT YOU CAN KEEP MOM SAFE.

(904) 584-9817 | HarborChase.com

Little hearts need
BIG expertise.

Nationally recognized Wolfson Children’s Hospital of Jacksonville has taken care of little hearts for decades. Our highly skilled C.
Herman and Mary Virginia Terry Heart Institute team diagnoses, treats, manages and studies a wide range of heart conditions.
We're dedicated to providing your child with specialized cardiac care, close to home.

Children of all ages benefit from our care. ¥ Wolfson Children’s Cardiology
Baptist Medical Center Clay, 1747 Baptist Clay Dr,,
¥ Wolfson Children’s Terry Heart Institute (NEW LOCATION) Fleming Island

841 Building, 2nd Floor, 841 Prudential Dr., Suite 280, Jacksonville . .
¥ Wolfson Children’s Cardiology

¥ Wolfson Children’s Cardiology 8705 Perimeter Park Blvd., Suite 8, Jacksonville
Baptist Medical Center South, 14540 Old St. Augustine Rd.,
Medical Office Building 2, Suite 2471, Jacksonville AA‘
Wolfson B
PiE Learn more or make an appointment today. Children’s Hospital
Visit wolfsonchildrens.com/LittleHearts, email OF JACKSONVILLE
wolfsonheart@bmcjax.com or call 904.202.8550. A member of the
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