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Photo courtesy Michael Ballard
Artist Marie Shell with some of her artwork.

Art exhibit to
feature work of
longtime Fruit
Cove resident
and artist

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

An art exhibit highlighting the work of
longtime Fruit Cove artist Marie Shell
will be on display at the Bartram Trail
Branch of the St. Johns County Public
Library from Feb. 1 through March 12.

Shell was a prodigious and influential
painter who called Fruit Cove home for
more than 50 years. Working from her
studio on the St. Johns River, she cre-
ated more than 3,000 cataloged works
of art. Her work has been featured in at
least 11 art books and she was a signa-
ture member of several artists’ societies
including the National Watercolor
Society, the Southern Watercolor So-

Art exhibit cont. on pg. 13
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Meet New County Commissioner Sarah Arnold

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

NW St. Johns County resident Sarah
Arnold was appointed by Gov. Ron
DeSantis on Dec. 13 to fill the unex-
pired term of St. Johns County Com-
missioner for District 2 Jeb Smith, who
resigned to become the president of the
Florida Farm Bureau. She will serve the
remainder of the unexpired term, until
the 2022 election for the seat, at which
time she could run for election to a full
term if she chose.

Arnold is a northeast Florida native who
grew up in Mandarin. She is married

to Casey Arnold, who also grew up in
Mandarin, although she said they didn't
start dating until they both attended
the University of Florida. After Casey
Arnold completed law school, the young
couple moved back to Mandarin to be
near their families. By the time they had
their first child, they decided to move
across the Julington Creek Bridge to

St. Johns County for the well-regarded
schools and quality of life.

Sarah Arnold remained busy as a stay at
home mom to the family’s four children,
who now range in age from six to 13.
Both she and her husband found time to
volunteer at the United Way, which even-
tually led to a paid position for Sarah.

“After hurricanes Matthew

Photos courtesy Sarah Arnold
New St. Johns County Commissioner, District 2, Sarah
Arnold.

She worked approximately three years
until the pandemic hit and then, like so
many parents, she became responsible
for homeschooling her children. She
came back on board with United Way
last October to be the event coordina-
tor for the agency’s largest fundraiser,
the Givers Gala, in late January. About
the same time, Smith announced his
resignation and she became aware of the
County Commission seat being open.

and community.”

So, in November, she filled out a written
application and was interviewed for the
position. The governor’s office called her
in mid-December to let her know she
was selected, which she said was much
quicker than she expected.

“I was surprised and most importantly,
very honored,” she said. “I'm glad to
bring a woman’s and a mother’s perspec-
tive to the Board of County Commis-
sioners. The governor’s office said that I
have ‘skin in the game’ with my children
in public schools ... and I agree. It’s im-
portant to me that we continue our high
quality of life in St. Johns County.”

Arnold was sworn in days after learning
of her appointment and said she is ex-
periencing a steep learning curve (“like
drinking water from a firehose”).

Arnold said she has three main priorities
as commissioner. First, with the rapid
growth of St. Johns County, she said she
wants to make sure that projects that the
County Commissioners approve have
net benefit to the community. She men-
tioned making sure that infrastructure
could support proposed development.
Secondly, she said she is a huge advocate
for veterans (both of her grandfathers
were in the military) and is passionate
about making sure they

and Irma, I began working
part time at United Way,”
Arnold said. “Our youngest
had just started preschool,
so I worked the hours she
was in school and the posi-
tion grew from there.”

Arnold, who said her passion
is service, worked primar-

ily with fundraising and
fundraising events for United

have all the resources
they need. And third,
she believes that part

of the reason people
want to live in St. Johns
County is because it is
safe. She said it’s impor-
tant to do everything
possible to support the
first responders who are
responsible for this.

Way as she worked her way
up to a full time position as the
Resource Development Director.

“It was a great position, because it al-
lowed me to see all the facets of our
community via not only our donors, but
also those we serve,” Arnold said.

N/

“It was a natural extension of my work
with United Way to be drawn to the
opportunity to effect change in a greater
way,” Arnold said. “I truly thought I
would make an excellent commissioner
with my background in the local schools
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In her spare time,
Arnold loves to spend
time with her family, especially on the
water — whether it is playing on the
beach with her kids or out on the river
on their boat, or paddleboarding. The
Arnold family also includes two dogs
and a bunny.
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ACtive Minds, Healthy BOdies At Primrose, you’ll discover a childhood

education approach unlike any other. Our
& Happy Hea I'ts proprietary, accredited program assures

that children are nurtured emotionally,

NOW ENROLLING - CALL FOR A TOUR! physically and intellectually.

Primrose School of Julington Creek
480 State Road 13 N, St. Johns FL 32259 | 904.230.2828 | PrimroseJulingtonCreek.com

Primrose School at St. Johns Forest VI Music, Spanish, Computer Technology
180 Gateway Circle, St. Johns FL 32259 | 904.824.1100 | PrimroseStJohnsForest.com

M Proprietary Balanced Learning® curriculum

|ZT Certified teachers
M Integrated character development program

|ZT Dietician-approved meals and snacks provided

RECOGNIZED REAL ESTATE PROFESSIONALS

FORBES MAGAZINE

(3 TIMES)

FORTUNE MAGAZINE

(2 TIMES)

WE HAVE PERSONALLY SOLD $166 MILLION IN
REAL ESTATE WITH OVER $4 MILLION ALREADY SOLD
OR UNDER CONTRACT IN 2022!

IF YOU ARE SERIOUS ABOUT LISTING, WE ARE SERIOUS

PREMIER HOMES REALTY, INC. ABOUT SELLING!
Michael K. Taylor, Broker, GRI, BPOR, SFR I : I
(904) 2144780 THIS IS A GREAT TIME TO SELL!

MikeTaylor@PremierHomesRealty.net o o
We will list and sell your home for ONLY 4% total commission.

Tari J. Taylor, Realtor, BPOR, SFR e MNP h gy
(904) 449-1855 we bring the buyer we wi e commission

to ONLY 3% total commission.
L I
I

Broker is a member of the Northeast Florida Association of Realtors and the St Johns County Board of Realtors.

TariTaylor@PremierHomesRealty.net

Property Management Services: Own a home, but not ready to sell? Call us about our Property Management Services. We will list your rental home for ONLY 50% of the
first month’s rent. We will then manage your home for ONLY 10% of the monthly rent. Both Landlord and Tenant are given access to our online property management
system for convenient access to monthly reports.

PREMIERHOMESREALTY.NET

* This advertisement is not intended as a solicitation to list your home if it is currently listed with a realtor.
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Best Furry Friend
! of the month

Publisher@FloridaNewsLine.com
Editor

Martie Thompson
Editor@FloridaNewsLine.com Breed:
Unknown, because he was adopted at a farm,
Bookkeeper but bel Flemish aiant mi
Emily Whitehead ut believe a Flemish giant mix.
Accounting@FloridaNewsLine.com Favorite Activity:
Social Media Running around in the backyard/playing
SocialMedia@FloridaNewsLine.com Favorite Treat:
Advertising Sales Carrot
. Linda Gay Favorite Friend:
Linda@floridaNewstine.com He loves his cousin Oreo, who is also a bunny
(904) 607-5062 cell
Rebecca Thomson How your BFF got his name:

Rebecca@FloridaNewsLine.com LuLu was named after another adorable rabbit
(724) 968-7602 cell named Lu we saw on tv once! 4 What's Going On in St. Johns

6 CElections 2022

The CreekLine Community Newspaper is a free monthly
publication distributed via mail to all addresses in Zip Codes

2259 and selected routes in 32092 and 32095, Submission Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet's picture and the answer to the five questions above 7 Q&A with Christian Whitehurst
Z;aif“'cﬁfhouagf;d g{:gti?gratpohs e r@;ﬁgﬁg:ﬁewsbﬂneﬂ o before the 10th of the month. Also tell us you saw the BFF contest in The CreekLine.

prefe;red, The writers' opinions do not necessarily reflect the Your pet COUI.d be. our BFF.Of the m(.)nth and appear in The CreekLine! 9 St Johns Business Monthly
opinion of Florida NewsLine. Advertising Rates are available Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet.

by request. Florida NewsLine is not responsible for
advertisement content or accuracy of information provided

10 PopHistory

by its advertisers Nor does Florida NewsLine endorse any :
of the products or services included in this publication. When y0ll advertlse you encourage I'Cp eat . h
Florida Newsline reserves the right to refuse advertisement busmess, create traffic and attract new customers! 16 Fis Ing

or copy from any advertiser. All rights are reserved and no
portion of this publication may be copied without the express
written consent of the publisher. ©2022.

17 Travel

18 Gardening
Call Linda Gay 607-5062

to reserve your advertising space!
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Answers

Can you guess where this is?
Submit your answer to: mail@FloridaNewsLine.com .
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Last month's Mystery Photo was the Shops at Aberdeen, under construction at Longleaf P ( ; 1 4
Pine Parkway and Shetland Drive. Our winner was William Rust. Congratulations!
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Community Calendar

Playing HOOKie, a group for those
who enjoy knitting, crocheting and
looming (with all items donated to
charity) meets every Wednesday from
10 a.m. — 12 p.m. at the outside eating
area at Belgian Sweet House Bistro,
12276 San Jose Blvd. (next to Harbor
Chase). Visit the group’s Facebook
page (Playing HOOKie) or email
playinghookie31@gmail.com for more
information.

Honeybee Quilters Guild will meet
on Tuesday, Feb. 1 at 6:30 p.m. in
Mandarin Presbyterian Church’s
Fellowship Hall at 11844 Mandarin
Road. Robin Alison will be present-
ing “The Island of Misfit Scraps,”
where every scrap can find its place
in a project. Mask-wearing requested.
New members/guests welcome. Visit
honeybeequilters.org for more infor-
mation.

The CHARACTER COUNTS!
6K/3K Run/Walk will be held on Sat-
urday, Feb. 5 at 9 a.m. The run/walk
will begin and end at Palencia Elemen-
tary School located at 355 Palencia
Village Drive. Walkers and runners
will enjoy a course running through
the neighborhoods of Kensington and
Las Calinas and can choose to par-
ticipate in the 6K (3.73 miles) or 3K
(1.86 miles) distance. Race proceeds
support CHARACTER COUNTS!
initiatives throughout the St. Johns
County School District. The run/
walk is open to all ages. Visit https://
runsignup.com/Race/FL/StAugustine/
CHARACTERCOUNTSinStJohn-
sCountySixPillars6K3KRunWalk

for more information and to register
online.

NW St. Johns County United for
Progress is planning to meet in per-
son on Feb. 7 to elect at-large board

Coming in the
March issue!

; K

Don't let your business be left out.
Call today to see how to be included
in this special section of The CreekLine.

Linda Gay

904.607.5062

Linda@FloridaNewsLine.com

»

- Buicle
Spring Home Improvement Guide ==

members. The monthly speaker will be
Stephanie Patton from the Rethreaded
organization. Social begins at 6:30
p-m. and meeting starts at 7 p.m.
Email nwsjcp@gmail.com for more
information. Visit www.nwstjohnsup.
com for information about additional
socials and coffee and conversation
events.

The Bartram Trail Newcomers’ and
Women’s Club will hold its meeting
and luncheon on Tuesday, Feb. 8 at 11
a.m. at the St. Johns Golf and Country
Club, 205 St. Johns Golf Drive off
County Road 210. Doors will open at
10:30 a.m. The program will feature
Cindy Bennett, ambassador for Dress a
Girl Around World, South Jacksonville
who will give a presentation on the
work she and volunteers do to hand-
make and provide dresses for girls all
around the world. The cost of the lun-
cheon is $23. Make checks payable to
BTNC and mail to Deborah Russell,
12376 Fireberry Ct., Jacksonville, FL
32258. Payment must be received no
later than Feb. 3, 2022, no exceptions.
Be sure to indicate entrée choice on
the check memo line. Visit www.face-
book.com/BTNCI1 for food choices

and updated information.

The St. Johns County Civic Round-
table will meet on Monday, Feb. 14 at
12 p.m. via Zoom. Chairman of the
St. Johns County Board of County
Commissioners Henry Dean will

be the guest speaker. Email info@
sjcroundtable.org to register for the
meeting or visit www.sjcroundtable.
org for more information about the St.

Johns County Civic Roundtable.

The Newcomers of North St. Johns
will host a meeting and luncheon on

Tuesday, Feb. 15 beginning at 11:15
a.m. at San Jose Country Club, 7529
San Jose Blvd. The event features lunch
and entertainment by the dynamic duo
of Sass N Brass. The cost for the lun-
cheon and program is $30 for mem-
bers. All reservations must be received
by Feb. 5. Contact Sue Aird at sjaird@
comcast.net to register. The Newcom-
ers of North St. Johns offers a wide
variety of activities, including smaller
lunch groups, wine socials, golf, Mah
Jongg, holiday parties, day trips and

cultural events.

Herbal Medicine for Beginners will
be offered on Feb. 19 at 10 a.m. At-
tendees will learn about traditionally
used herbs to promote wellness and
health as well as how to create their
own tinctures, teas, and salves. In-
cluded are guides, plant identification,
lecture and herbal snacks. Pre regis-
tration is required via phone or text:

(386) 972-1891.

The All Star Quilters Guild will

meet at 10 a.m. on Monday, Feb. 21
at the First Christian Church, 11924
San Jose Blvd. The program is to be
announced. Sew and Tell is always a
feature. Guests are welcome but masks
are required. Visit www.allstarquilters.
org for more information.

The Jacksonville Camera Club’s
photography outing will be held dur-
ing the Scottish Games on Feb. 26 at
the Clay County Fairgrounds. Great
images of people in Scottish attire, out
of the ordinary sporting competitions,
the pipes and drums and the presen-
tation of the Clans all offer unique
captures. Visit jax.jaxcameraclub.com
more information.
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Q: Can you give an update on Beachwalk
High School?

A: The school’s mascot was just announced:
the Barracudas. People are excited and

can't wait for the merchandise to make an
appearance.

Educator and staff positions are in the
process of being filled. We always accept in-
ternal transfers first and then hire from the
outside. Since Bartram Trail High School
will get the most relief with the opening of
Beachside, we expect a number of teachers
to transfer from Bartram Trail to Beachside.

Q: What academies will be available at
Beachwalk?

A: Beachside will offer an Academy of
Global Logistics and Supply Chain Manage-
ment, an Academy of Information Technol-
ogy, and our first ever Academy of Veterinary
and Biomedical Sciences. We are pleased

to be able to offer more choices for our stu-
dents. Beachside will also offer a brand new
AICE program, like the one at St. Augustine
High School. An interesting note is that

St. Augustine High School was the first to
offer AICE in the state. They will be able to
provide a wealth of information and support
to the program at Beachside.

Q: What is the latest on the high school
application academy process for next
school year?

A: We unfortunately had to cancel our
annual in-person High School Showcase

at World Golf Village as a precautionary
measure. Each school will continue with its
own Academy Night so students can make
selections as to where they want to go. The
application window for all Programs of

with St. Johns County School Board
Member, Beverly Slough, District 1

Choice and Career Academies closes at 5
p-m. on Feb. 10, 2022. Complete details
are available at https://cte.stjohns.k12.fl.us/.

Q: Can you give us a recap of the Town
Hall meeting you held at Freedom Cross-
ing Academy?

A: Growth is definitely an issue in our part
of the county. Freedom Crossing Academy
is a school built for 1,750 students and it
recently topped out at 2,200 students. Stu-
dents from RiverTown and Aberdeen are
both zoned for this school and both com-
munities are still growing. Soon, the district
will have to make a decision as to where to
build the next K-8 school; sites are available
in both Shearwater and RiverTown. For
next year, though, we will have to look at
some spot rezoning to provide relief. It is al-
ways our goal to make sure any zoning will
last at least three years if possible. Freedom
Crossing Academy does still have room for
additional portables, so this remains an op-
tion and partial solution.

Q: Will this proposed K-8 be funded by
the half cent sales tax?

A: Two of the promised components of the
half cent sales tax are an expansion of South
Woods Elementary as well as a new school
in the south part of the county. The State
Road 207 corridor is also experiencing a

lot of growth. Although the half cent sales
tax has generated more money than we
anticipated, we have to spend the money
on what was promised before shifting funds

to new projects.

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at beverly.slough@st-
johns.k12.fl.us or call me at (904) 547-7510.

9
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Q. Modernizing access to traditional
courthouse services has been one of your
initiatives. What new online services are
available?

A. Making services more available and
more secure has been a priority tha,
frankly, was moved to the top of the to-do
list when COVID-19 started and then has
continued to linger. Our newest online ser-
vice is E-Certify, which we launched in late
October 2021 and provides easy, affordable
access to certified county records. While
non-certified copies of court documents
and official records are available online for
free, customers often need certified copies
of documents to prove authenticity — for
instance, wills, divorce decrees, marriage
licenses or satisfaction of mortgage docu-
ments. Through E-Certify, many certified
records are available electronically for pur-
chase 24 hours a day through our website
at stjohnsclerk.com/ecertify. In addition to
convenience and immediacy, benefits to
online access include increased security and
less risk of document fraud.

Q. Which online Clerk of Court services
are accessed most frequently?

A. Although you can still visit us at the
courthouse to pay a traffic ticket or a court
fine, the online options to pay traffic,
criminal and non-criminal citations are very
popular and convenient because it’s avail-
able 24 hours a day year-round. We offer

with St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit Court
and Comptroller Brandon Patty

numerous online services around the clock
— you can find a list at stjohnsclerk.com/
st-johns-county-clerk-of-courts-online-
services-available-24-7-over-the-holidays/.

Q. With Valentine’s Day coming up,

are you seeing an increase in marriage
licenses?

A. Marriage license applications have been
trending upward over the past five years. As
you might expect, Valentine’s Day is a popular
time for weddings, so I want to remind read-
ers that Florida has a three-day waiting period
for residents unless they show completion of
a premarital course when applying for a mar-
riage license. Applying for a marriage license
must be done in-person in the Recording
Department of our office in the Richard O.
Watson Judicial Complex. Our website gives
all the details and requirements at sjohnsclerk.
com/marriage-licenses-ceremonies/. What's
more, our deputy clerks are authorized to per-
form marriage ceremonies at the courthouse
during business hours for a nominal fee ($30).
No appointment is needed.

Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you or your office?

A: Visit our website, stjohnsclerk.com,
follow us on Facebook, Instagram and
LinkedIn, call our main number at (904)
819-3600 or visit us at the Richard O.
Watson Judicial Complex at 4010 Lewis
Speedway in St. Augustine.
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COME TRY SOMETHING
NEW IN THE NEIGHBORHOOD!

Julington Creek
904.295.3163
Gluten free options DAILY SPECIALS

= Gyroplatters = Lunch

= Falafel = Dinner

= Kababs = (atering

= Tabbouleh = Grab & Go s
= Hummus

= Grape leaves

= Hot sandwiches
= Qven pies

= Kibbeh ball

= Vegan dishes

= Salads

— Za'atar dip

~ Baba ganoush
- Fresh pita bread

§ MNew/2nd/Location!

© 119 Bartram Oaks WalkSuite101
= St"Johns FL'32259,
‘ 904:295.3163 .~ Nouracafe/com

Pick{UpOrders

WE DELIVER
ORDER ONLINE

Monday - Saturday 10 am - 8 pm

(904)-230-8881

(904)-829-0116
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PREDDY

L AW

Estate Planning - Wills . Trusts
Probate « Guardianship

More Than 25 Years Legal Experience

904 665 0005 e www.preddylaw.com

12627 San Jose Blvd. - Ste. 102 (Just north of the Julington Creek Bridge)

Clarity for Life

www.fruitcove.com
501 State Rd 13, St. Johns, FL 32259

904.287.0996

Worship 9:30 & 11am
Connect Groups 92:30 & 11am

O O © cruicovesc

Nestled on the sprawling 40

SCHEDULE
A VISIT TODAY

RiverGarden.org/TheCoves
(904) 292.2683

SOPHISTICATED LIVING

-acre River Garden campus,
members of The Coves enjoy a lively environment that
offers comfort, safety and maintenance-free living.
With access to superior amenities and services, you can
enjoy the lifestyle you deserve.

1-BEDROOMS
AVAILABLE

Tour Apartments

No “Buy-In” Required

RIVERGARDEN

SENIOR SERVICES

Guest Column

What you need to know about 2022 elections

By St. Johns County Supervisor of Elections Vicky Oakes
mail@floridanewsline.com

It’s 2022, and officially an election year. The
Primary Election will occur on Aug. 23 and
the General Election is scheduled for Nowv.
3, so mark your calendars.

Note that Duval County is conducting a
Special General Election on Feb. 22 that
does not involve St. Johns County voters. If
you have recently moved to Duval County,
contact their Elections Office at (904) 255-
8683 to transfer your registration so you are
eligible to vote in their election.

If you have recently moved to St. Johns
County, visit votesjc.gov to register to
vote or update your registration. You can
also call the office at (904) 823-2238 if
you have questions or need assistance. It’s
important to keep your information up to
date with our office since we will be doing
several mailings this year — including new
voter information cards and prior to each
election, polling place change notices and
sample ballots.

As a reminder, Florida is a closed primary
state. In a primary you may only vote the
party of your official registration. The
purpose of a primary election is for the
parties to choose their nominees for the
general election ballot. Republican voters
receive a Republican ballot and Democratic
voters receive a Democratic ballot. Voters
registered with no party affiliation (NPA)
or with a minor party may only vote a non-
partisan ballot. There are a few races that
are designated by law as nonpartisan offices,
such as Judges and School Board members,

and appear on all ballots.
Some of the offices on this year’s ballot

include: US Senate, Congressional Rep-
resentatives, Governor and Cabinet, State
Legislators, County Commission, School
Board members, and many special district
offices and Community Development
District Supervisors. Visit votesjc.gov for a
complete listing of the offices scheduled for
election in 2022.

It’s already shaping up to be an exciting
election year as many candidates have
signed up to run for office at the federal,
state and local level. Fundraising for cam-
paigns actually started in 2021, and is now
in full swing. Curious about who has filed
and money being raised by the candidates?
Information on federal and state candidates
can be found on the Division of Elec-
tions website, dos.myflorida.com. Local
candidates’ information is available on our
website (votesjc.gov).

Two constitutional amendments were
placed on the November ballot by the
State Legislature during the 2021 session.
In addition, special interest groups are
attempting to obtain a position on the
General Election ballot by petition and the
legislature is in session through March 11,
so additional amendments are most likely
forthcoming,

In addition to published articles, the easiest
way to keep up with current elections news
is to sign up for my monthly e-newsletter,
which will be launched in March. Use

the sign up link on the front page of the
website votesjc.gov and submit your email
address to subscribe. The best way to reach
me is by email voakes@votesjc.gov or call
the office at (904) 823-2238. Don forget,
our website is also a great resource, so visit
it often.

with St. Johns County Property Appraiser

Eddie Creamer

Q: Do you have an overview of single

family home sales in 20212

A: Yes, here is an overview of what our

office has seen last year:

*  There were 32,711 single family
home sales that closed by Dec. 31,
2021. As of that date, there were also
2,235 pending sales.

*  The average sales price for a single
family home in St. Johns County
increased from $321,000 to $378,000
last year. That’s a 17.8 percent in-
crease.

*  Another interesting thing is the
percentage of list price received: 99.4
percent.

Q: What does it look like for 20222

A: There are currently 3,102 active listings
of homes for sale, what we would call
inventory available. At the current pace of
sales, that’s only 1.1 months of inventory,
which is very low. It’s clear we will con-
tinue to see increasing prices due to the
low inventory and the increased demand
of so many people moving to our county.

Q: What about new construction of
single family homes in 20212

A: We added 5,000 newly constructed
homes to the tax roll in 2021. The value of
these newly constructed homes was $1.6
billion. Even this early in our 2022 tax
year, our tax roll is up 11.67 percent and

we still have five months of valuation to go
until the tax roll year-end of July 31.

Q: What are some statistics regarding
Homestead Exemption?

A: In 2021, our office processed 18,100
new Homestead Exemption applica-
tions. Recall that for homeowners in our
county that have Homestead Exemption
on their property, as part of Save Our
Homes, each year the assessed value of
their home can only increase by the lower
of 3 percent or the cost of living index
(CPI). For the past five years, the CPI
has been significantly below 2 percent,
so that has marked the value increase.
This year’s CPI was just published and it
is 7 percent, the highest since Save Our
Homes started in 2002. So it looks like
this year, the assessed value increase will
be utilizing the 3 percent figure.

Q: What do you see ahead for this year?
A: Every indication points to our county
still growing, prices still increasing — and
another busy year for 2022.

Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you?

A: Our office is located at 4030 Lewis
Speedway Ste. 203, (904) 827-5500. It

is open Monday — Friday, 8:30 a.m. — 5
p-m. Also, readers can email me at Eddie@
sjcpa.us or call me at (904) 827-5500.



with St. Johns County Sheriff

Rob Hardwick

Q: Can you give us a year in review
recap for 20212

A: This past year, we introduced new
leadership to the Sheriffs Office, which
included a new organizational structure
and some new ideas, although we did
keep some of the agency’s institutional
knowledge. We are not a traditional
sheriff’s office in that we do not have an
undersheriff; instead, I have five divisions
that report directly to me: Corrections,
Criminal Investigations, Patrol, General
Services, and Operations. I don't occupy
the same physical office as the previous
three sheriffs and I think it’s important
for effective leadership to have my leaders
close for impromptu meetings.

We also restructured with our vision to
break up the county into three regions
rather than four districts and moved
Operations and the Comm Center to the
new building off Interstate 95.

Q: What are some other changes and
updates that have been made this past
year?

A: We continue to increase pay for all em-
ployees as a recruiting and retention tool.

We refreshed the graphics on our patrol
cars and rebranded the Sheriff’s Office
logo.

We updated our offices and the jail

with fresh paint, new flooring, and new

landscaping so employees can have pride
in their workplace. We also added better
lights and cameras to the jail.

Q: What other changes were made in
the Corrections division?

A: The pay for deputies in Patrol and
Corrections is the same. I think this is
important. Also new is that the bailiffs
and courthouse security are now under
the Corrections division, which gives
employees in Corrections more employ-
ment options.

Q: Can you describe some of the

changes in Operations and Patrol?

A: In Operations, we launched our brand
new Internal Leadership Academy, which
all employees whether sworn or civilian,
will attend. The county has approved for
us to move fleet operations and central re-
ceiving and supplies to a new building to
be built on the Training Center property
off Interstate 95.

For Patrol, we recently acquired more
than 30 acres of land for our Police
Athletic League and plan to consolidate
our fields, storage, and office space there.
Our mounted unit just acquired two new
horses, Mason and Jackson and we hope
to have them patrolling in neighborhoods
by mid-year. We started our bicycle patrol
last year and plan to add them to addi-
tional neighborhoods this year.

Q: What type of strategic planning are
you doing for 2022?

A: As the fastest growing county in the
state, 'm planning to present to the
county for additional personnel in 2022
as well as increased pay again for the
entire agency. With the CPI up by 7
percent, we need to continue to increase
pay to attract and retain our employees.
We also believe that after a thorough cost/
benefit analysis, it is time for the Sheriff’s
Office to move to a more feasible build-
ing. We still have space at the Training
Center for some divisions, but I believe

a newer facility with better infrastructure
for the Office of the Sheriff, the Criminal
Investigations Division, General Services
and Community Engagement should be
sought, probably somewhere in the World
Golf Village area.

Q: What is the best way for our readers
to contact you with any questions or
suggestions about this article?

A: They can email me at sheriff@sjso.org
or call me at (904) 824-8304. Also, our
website, www.sjso.org has a wealth of re-
sources, from alarm registration to Crime

Stoppers to our Neighbors app.
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with St. Johns County Commission Vice
Chairman Christian Whitehurst, District 1

Q: Can you give your general
thoughts on growth in St. Johns
County?

A: The subject of growth has been a
hot topic in our county ever since I
moved here in 1999. I think the best
way to look at it is that growth has to
provide a net benefit to our county to
be acceptable.

Q: What do you consider when you
decide to approve or disapprove
projects?

A: It comes back to the net benefit,
which can be financial. Does the ad
valorem revenue of a project outweigh
the services it would require? I also
consider infrastructure: is there capac-
ity on the roadway to support the proj-
ect or will the developer build roads if
capacity does not exist? I'm mindful
of our environment, particularly the
wetlands and delicate ecosystems near
our waterways that make St. Johns
County special. Also very important to
me is what a developer is giving us in
the way of parks and recreation.

Every commissioner is aware of con-
cerns about growth, which is why we
are holding the Growth Management
Workshop in late January. This is not
just a gesture of goodwill; we want to
hear people’s concerns and ideas.

Q: If someone missed that workshop
[on Jan. 25], will there be others
scheduled?

A: If we are able to determine that
there are key issues that require more
discussion, 'm sure we will. This is the
No. 1 conversation that all commis-

sioners have with their constituents
and is certainly not a one-time con-
versation. I'd encourage everyone to
continue to email your commissioners
with your thoughts and concerns.

Q: What can you tell us about the
new addition to the litter ordinance
in St. Johns County?

A: In January, by a 5 — 0 vote, the
Board of County Commissioners vot-
ed to update the litter ordinance and
prohibit the release of balloons and
sky lanterns. St. Johns County is the
first county in the state to ban these
items, which are hazardous to our
waterlife. When balloons burst high

in the altitude, they fall to the ocean
and look like jellyfish to sea turtles. We
are a commission that cares about our
environment and this new ordinance is
another step in the process.

Q: Do you have anything else to
share with District 12

A: Td like to highlight that [as of inter-
view date of Jan. 19] we have three of
the top high school girls’ soccer teams in
the country: No. 12 Ponte Vedra High
School, No. 9 Creekside High School
and No. 1 Bartram Trail High School.

I believe this is a testament to all of our
fine coaches as well as the competitive
club soccer in our area. I encourage ev-
eryone to go out to support these teams
and watch some quality soccer play.

Q: What is the best way for our read-
ers to contact you?

A: Readers can email me at beclc-
whitehurst@sjcfl.us or call me at (904)
584-5348.

The CreekLine
is YOUR Community Newspaper!

Send us your news!
editor@floridanewsline.com
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Infant/Toddler
Teacher of the Year

Deerwood Academy could not be prouder
of Amy Finkley, Lead Teacher of our
St. Johns infant/toddler room! Not only
has she won the Early Learning Coalition’s
title of 2021 Infant/Toddler Teacher of the
Year — she has won a place in the hearts of
countless students and parents. We salute
her efforts and are grateful to have her as
part of our teaching team.

Contact us today for more information
about our award-winning early childhood
education.

ACADEMY

Where Learning Comes First

— DeerwoodAcademy.com —

904.230.8200

990 Flora Branch Blvd. ® St. Johns, FL 32259

904.807.9550

Jacksonville, FL 32256

7575 Centurion Pkwy.
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service in the industry.

system

Affordable Water solutions for
your home with the best customer

- Water Softners & Filtration Systems
- Service on most makes and models
- Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your

Call today 904-262-0197 for your
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

License #W-32

3760 Kori Road * www.affordablewaterjax.com

“If I were still in my house I would not be
doing half of what I'm doing here. And I've

never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

WHAT MAKES OUR
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating
on the creek. Discover why you'll be happy here at
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life
Plan Community offers a stunning natural setting
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you'll enjoy
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare
services, if they should be needed.

Discover all there is to be happy about —
call us at (904) 861-6425 today!

>3 Westminster
Woods

The generosity of the St. Johns County
community in supporting the St. Johns
CARES, Inc. Food Drive and the Giv-
ing Tree Initiative was record breaking
in a year that has seen so many in need.
Donations at 29 Food Drive donation
sites and by individual donors resulted
in $18,100 of food distributed to five
food pantries in the county in October
and November.

Donations at 58 Giving Tree host
donation sites and by individual donors
resulted in distribution of $64,207 in
needed items and gift cards to 41 non-
profit organizations serving the Elderly,
Veterans, Abused, Homeless, Children
and Animals in the county in Decem-
ber. For these organizations, the dona-
tions received will help their clients for
many months in 2022.

Visit www.stjohnscares.org and the new
Facebook page, “St. Johns CARES Vol-
unteer Organization” for more informa-
tion.

Food for Fines program collects more
than 3,500 items

St. Johns County Public Library patrons
were exceptionally generous over the
holiday season, donating more than
3,500 non-perishable food items for

St. Johns County’s Health and Human
Services Food Pantry through Food

for Fines. The Food for Fines annual
program enables patrons to donate food
to local families in need and help “pay
down” their overdue fines during the
holiday season.

“It’s a real benefit to the community we
serve to have the Food for Fines pro-
gram,” said Tracy Dillon, Social Services
Manager for St. Johns County. “The
food donated by library patrons replen-
ishes our dwindling food supplies and
allows us to operate our Food Pantry
for nearly the whole year.” Health and
Human Services provides a wide variety
of services for approximately 10,000
clients in St. Johns County throughout
the year.

“We've seen the Food for Fines program
grow every year since we first imple-
mented it in 2007,” said Library System
Director Debra Rhodes Gibson. “For
each item of food donated, a dollar of
fines is taken off on their account. Its
even supported by our patrons who
don’t have fines. The whole community

o Doyfoct

Touch of Advettising

The CreekLine,
your community

Food for Fines is one of several col-
laborative programs that the St. Johns
County Public Library System partici-
pates in with other county departments,
extending its reach to St. Johns County
residents. Visit www.sjcpls.org to learn
more about the library system and pro-
gramming,.

St. Johns County Clerk of Courts warns
against jury duty scam

The St. Johns County Clerk of Circuit
Court and Comptroller’s Office is warn-
ing residents about fraudulent phone
calls from scammers claiming to be
representatives of the Clerk’s office or
law enforcement.

Many scammers claim that the individ-
ual has missed jury duty and must make
immediate payment to avoid penalties.
In some cases, the scammer indicates a
warrant has been issued for the resi-
dent’s arrest and requests the individual
to provide personal information, such
as Social Security number and date of
birth for verification. Additionally, some
scammers seck payment of a bond or
fine for failure to appear for jury duty.

Clerk's office employees will never
phone a resident to request payment for
failure to appear. Failure to appear for
jury duty requires attendance in court
prior to any penalties being imposed,

which would be ordered by a judge.

When residents don't respond to a sum-
mons for jury duty, they are contacted
through an official letter from the St.
Johns County Clerk of the Circuit
Court sent through the U.S. Postal
Service.

If you receive a suspicious call, the
Clerk's Office advises that you provide
no information, end the call imme-
diately, and report the incident to the
Florida Office of the Attorney General
at 866-9INOSCAM (866-966-7226).

For questions regarding jury duty in St.
Johns County, call (904) 819-3629.

Apply now for individual artists grants
Applications are now open for individual
artists in Northeast Florida to apply for
an Art Ventures grant of $3,500. Inter-
ested artists who reside in Baker, Clay,
Duval, Nassau, Putnam and St. Johns
County are encouraged to apply for
funding to help them develop the next
level of their artistic careers. Applications
are due by 5 p.m. on Feb. 15, 2022.

Black artists have additional opportunities
this year with the recently-created Delores
Barr Weaver Black Artists Endowment.
This will specifically fund three Black
artists each year. These will be additive to
the Art Ventures cohort of grantees, which

newspaper. has always supported Black artists and has
made grants from the Independent Life
Minority Arts Fund. Applications will be
Vo judged on the applicants’ artistic accom-
Q

plishments, their proposal to use the funds
to advance their work, and the extent to
which their artistic practice is rooted in

on Julington Creek Northeast Florida.
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org ~ More information, including the ap-
25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL ! plication, is available

https://jaxcf.formstack.com/forms/indi-
vidual_artist.



STe JOHNS

1S111€

Strategize for a strong 2022

By Marge Cirillo
mail@floridanewsline.com

If you want your business to thrive in the new
year, it's essential to get your game plan in place
now and create a strong strategy for 2022. Be-
fore you know it tax time will be here and you
need to start getting your year-end information
together. Do it now! The following are some
ideas you might want to think about for 2022.

Reflect on what didn't work. While you should
celebrate your wins of last year, now is a good
time to reflect on the projects and situations
that could have gone better. It's important to
tally what worked and what didn't. This is go-
ing to require some real honesty, but if it's done

correctly, you'll set yourself up for a great start
in 2022.

Define a quarterly focus. Sometimes the best
preparation strategy is to look at the bigger
picture and map out your entire year. Set your
big quarterly goals at the beginning of the year.
Each quarter, focus on one of these four areas:
getting new customers, getting referrals from

customers, getting customers to purchase again
and getting B2B connections.

Create a monthly one-page action plan. Once
you've planned your quarters, you can drill
down even further and create a one-page action
plan for each month of the year. It keeps things
simple and measurable. A one-pager of your
goals for yourself and each team member will
help you clearly visualize everyone's tasks This
will help you keep track of which goals are be-

ing accomplished and which ones are not.

Look at future trend predictions. Many of these
are best taken with a grain of salt, but no matter
what industry you're in, there are bound to

be valuable resources online that can help you
prepare for the coming year. Read widely and
educate yourself on what to expect in the new
year.

Marge Cirillo is the Florida Small Business De-
velopment Center consultant for St. Johns County.
She can be reached at m.cirillo@unf-edu or (904)
209-1295.

Chamber council celebrates third anniversary

Photo courtesy Julia Turner

On Jan. 6,2022 the St. Johns County Chamber of Commerce, Women with Vision Council celebrated its third anniversary at the
Palencia Club. At the meeting, Jessica Huffman shared five ways to become “Ridiculously Empowered” in the New Year.

Prudential Financial Planning Services

Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC®
Financial Planner

701 San Marco Blvd

1st Floor

Jacksonville, FL 32207
904-313-4553

Comprehensive Financial Planning

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), under the marketing name
Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement. Offering insurance and securities products
and services as a registered representative of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies.1008115-00003-00 05404

(#® Prudential

« Fixed and Adjustable Rate Options
« Jumbo Loans available

| Mortgage Loan Originator | NMLS ID: 546443 | 904.626.0353 (C)
ian.macdonald@regions.com | 130 St. Johns Commons | St. Johns, FL 32259

« Construction or Renovation to Permanent Financing
« Interest rate is locked before construction/renovation begins
+ One-time close without second set of closing costs

©2022 Regions Bank. Member FDIC. All loans subject to qualification, required documentation and credit approval. Regions
and the Regions logo are registered trademarks of Regions Bank. The LifeGreen color is a trademark of Regions Bank.
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Estate planning is for everyone

By Rose Marie Preddy, Attorney and owner,
Preddy Law Firm
mail@floridanewsline.com

Will this Valentine’s Day be the day
you finally tell your life partner it’s
either you or their estate plan?

[ say “life partner” because many
couples in our area live together
and/or work together, but have not
yet married. Maybe your loved one
has an estate plan, but has not taken
the time to update it to include you
in it. You both are too busy to focus
on estate planning. But this will
work out, right? After all, you make
a great team together.

When you first got together neither
of you were worth much. Maybe
there was a fledgling small business
that was not yet profitable. You were
just helping your life partner pursue
a dream. No need to get any paper-
work showing you own anything,
because nothing may have come

of this business venture. You just
wanted to be a supportive, loving
partner, though you were literally
not a business partner.

Some years pass and the business
becomes successful. You draw a
nominal salary only because you are
cautious about the company. This is
your baby too, and you do not want
to take any more money out of the
business than is necessary.

To take the business to the next
level, you and your life partner agree
to bring in a business partner who
has skills, ideas and capital. A part-
nership agreement is drawn up. You
are not on the agreement, but every-

To learn more, call today.

Deborah Lennon, AAMS®
Financial Advisor

46 Tuscan Way Suite 304
Saint Augustine, FL 32092
904-209-5205

Get great rates and a good neighbor. Call me today.
Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there®

Jim Register, Agent

12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Bus: 904-268-5522 Fax: 904-262-7999
jim@jimregister.com

one knows you are the reason why
the business runs like a well-oiled
machine. You are listed as an officer
in the business’ annual reports.

All of this matters, right? Actually,
no. You have no rights or interests
in the business just because you
gave your time and effort to make it
successful, or because you are listed
as an officer of the company on a
business report.

Years later, your life partner suffers
a stroke or worse yet, dies. What
now? Everyone knows you are key
to the company running so well.
Unfortunately, that does not matter
in the law. If your life partner has
not named you in their estate plan,
or given you shares in the company
while alive and well, you are out of

luck.

Florida Law does not refer to a

“life partner,” a “good person,” a
“gitlfriend,” or a “boyfriend.” You
are either a spouse, an heir, or are
named as a beneficiary. You have no
rights to the estate regardless of how
long you have been together and/or
worked together. Morally you win,
but legally you would lose.

As Valentine’s Day approaches,

it may be the time to determine

if there is enough room in the
relationship for both you and your
partner’s estate plan. On second
thought, enjoy dessert, and start the
conversation for the next day.

Contact rpreddy@preddylaw.com or
visit www.preddylaw.com for more
information.

If you’re leaving your employer, do you know your 401(k) options?
At Edward Jones, we can explain options for your 401(k), including leaving the

money in your former employer’s plan, moving it to your new employer’s plan, rolling
it over to an Individual Retirement Account (IRA) or cashing out the account subject
to tax consequences.

edwardjones.com
Member SIPC

Edward Jones

MAKING SENSE OF INVESTING

Surprisingly great rates

that fit any budget.

Individual premiums and budgets will vary by customer.
All applicants subject to State Farm®
underwriting requirements.

State Farm

Bloomington, IL
2101568

o StateFarm
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Funeral « Crematory « Memorial Park

Pre-Planning advisors are available to assist you.

WWW.CRAIGFUNERALHOME.COM ¢ (904) 824-1672

Call for a no cost consultation

YOUR NEIGHBORHOOD HEADQUARTERS FOR...

@ Printing
@ Banners-Posters-Signs
@ Business Cards-Direct Mail

@ Packing & Shipping
@ Shredding

@ Faxing & Scanning
@ Mailbox Services

@ Notary Services VALENTINES SPECIAL

$2 OFF

when you ship next day air!

904.940.0055
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@ Passport Photos

St Augustine-World Golf Village #6113
52 Tuscan Way, Suite 202
St Augustine FL 32092

Locally Owned and Operated

7
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Dr. Jimmy Glenos Dr. Craig Hadgis
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FREE Initial Exam
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PopHistory

The man who shot
Charles Whitman

By Scott A. Grant
mail@floridanewsline.com

On Aug. 1, 1966, Charles Whitman
rode the elevator to the top of the
University of Texas Clock Tower in the
middle of campus with a deadly intent.
The former Marine sharpshooter was
dressed in overalls and a white head-
band and hauling a footlocker of guns
and ammo. The night before, the Eagle
Scout from Lake Worth, Florida, had
murdered both his wife and his mother.
He stabbed them both through the
heart while they slept.

Whitman barricaded himself on the ob-
servation deck and began firing rapidly.
Observers recounted puff after puff of
white smoke emitting from the sniper’s
nest as Whitman aimed and reloaded.
Whitman was a good shot. He would
kill 14 people and wound 30 more,
most of them in the first 15 minutes of
the bloody hour and a half of terror.

The event is remembered as the first
mass shooting in US history. Today,
mass shootings are commonplace. The
United States endures more than one a
day on average. But, in 1966, the idea
of a man taking a high-powered rifle
and shooting strangers for no reason at
all was wholly incomprehensible.

Citizens of Austin gathered around the
base of the Tower with weapons of their
own, returning fire. This allowed three
Austin Police Officers and a civilian to
enter the building and begin climbing
the 28 floors to the top of the tower,
passing the dead bodies of a receptionist
and two tourists along the way.

Ramiro Martinez and Houston Mc-
Coy met each other for the first time
that day on the 28th floor of the Tower.
They had no plan. They nodded at each
other as Martinez broke open the door
to the observation deck and began to
move toward Whitman.

As they rounded the final corner, Mar-
tinez leapt out and rapidly emptied his
service revolver. Whitman whirled to
face the two and raised his rifle. Hous-
ton McCoy;, like a real-life John Wayne,

4

SMOKED FOR HOURS

SERVED IN MINUTES

Trivia Night
Every Monday 6:30pm Free
to participate. Were giving

away $100 in prizes!

leveled his shotgun and took dead aim
at Whitman’s head. Whitman’s white
headband turned red. McCoy fired a

second round into the killer’s chest.

Martinez then grabbed McCoy’s
shotgun and ran over to Whitman and
shot him a third time before running
around the deck hollering, “I got him.
I got him!” McCoy pulled his fellow
officer down because people on the
ground were still shooting up at the
deck. Martinez ran down to the ground
to make a report. McCoy leaned back
against the cool Indiana limestone and
lit a cigarette.

Ramiro Martinez was hailed as the hero
of the day. They named a building after
him. He became a Texas Ranger. Hous-
ton McCoy left the force two years later
and for the rest of his life he suffered
from depression and alcoholism. The
memories haunted him. He could not
get past the thought that if he had just
gotten to the top of that tower faster, he
might have saved more lives, especially
that of fellow officer and friend, Billy
Speed.

From the beginning there were ques-
tions about who fired the shot that
killed the sniper. Who was the real hero?
The answer, of course, is that they were
both heroes. Yet, the debate lingers on
today. The autopsy suggests Martinez
hit Whitman in the left arm and that
the cold-blooded killer died from a
shotgun blast to the head or to the
heart.

“Rey” Martinez says Whitman was still
moving when he fired that third shot.
McCoy says he was dead after the first.
Advocates for both sides argue the inci-
dent vehemently. Monika McCoy fol-
lowed her father into the Austin Police
Department and even walked his old
beat by the University for a bit. There is
not a day that goes by that she does not
think about her father as a hero on that
fateful day.

Scott A. Grant is a local pop historian.
By day he is Chief Investment Officer for
Standfast Asset Management.

View our full menu and place your order online
at WillieJewellsBBQ.com!

S5.00 off

any purchase of $25 or more

NOW DELIVERING WITH DOORDASH AND UBER EATS!

Seniors Happy Hour

age 60 & over.
Dine-in only.

www.WillieJewells.com ¢ (904) 342-2373

105 Murabella Parkway, St. Augustine FL 32092
(next to the Publix at the corner of SR-16 and Pacetti Road.)

Mon - Fri ® 4pm - 6pm
15% discount for seniors

Kids Eat Free Wednesdays!
5:30pm-8:30pm
1Kids Meal free (12 & under)
with purchase of 1 adult
platter. Dine-in only.




Pantry Raiders

A Valentine's Day dessert
whipped up in an unusual way

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Decadent treats and Valentine's Day go
hand in hand. Couples typically exchange
gifts on Valentine's Day, and those gifts are
often accompanied by something sweet. A
2017 survey from Statista found that 44
percent of respondents intended to pur-
chase candy and sweets for their significant
other on Valentine's Day. That made candy
and sweets the most popular Valentine's
Day gift by a considerable margin, well
above the likes of other February 14th fa-
vorites like greeting cards (33 percent) and
flowers (32 percent).

Romantic dinners still have a place at the
Valentine's Day table, as the Statista survey
found that 29 percent of respondents
intended to sit down for a romantic meal
as part of their celebration. Homemade
desserts can be a great way to show that
special someone just how much they're
loved. If cooks want to employ the element
of surprise, then this recipe for "Ginger
Cake" from Will Budiaman's "The Essen-
tial Kamado Grill Cookbook" (Rockridge
Press) won't disappoint. Firing up the grill
is sure to pique a loved one's interest, and

the slightly spicy finished product marks a

departure from more traditional desserts.

Ginger Cake

Serves 8

1 cup (2 sticks) unsalted butter, cubed, plus
more for the pan, at room temperature

2 V5 cups all-purpose flour

2 V2 tsp. baking powder

4 tsp. ground ginger

1 tsp. kosher salt

1 %5 cups packed light brown sugar

4 large eggs

Y2 cup whole milk

1. Bring the grill to 350 F with the cooking
grate and heat deflector installed. Butter
the bottom and sides of a 10-inch cast iron
skillet.

2. In a medium bowl, mix together the
flour, baking powder, ginger, and salt.

3. In the bowl of an electric mixer, cream
together the butter and sugar on medium
speed for 3 minutes.

4. Reduce the speed to medium-low and
add the eggs one at a time. Mix for 1 to 2
minutes or until light tan in color.

5. With the machine running, add the milk.
6. Add the flour mixture, scraping down

Call today to

schedule your FREE
30 Minute lesson

Adults ® Teens ® Kids

(904) 679-5697 » 778 SR 13, Suite 4 St. Johns FL 32259
Located one mile south from Julington Creek Bridge

www.aabdance.com

Visit our online calendar
to view our class schedule

Perfect
for your
PRIVATE
PARTIES,

Wedding or
Special Events

Venue rental — 3750 sq feet

the side of the bowl as needed, until fully
incorporated. Transfer to the skillet.

7. Put the skillet on the grate. Close the
lid and cook for 1 hour or until a knife
inserted into the center comes out clean.
8. Put on a wire rack to cool completely
before serving.
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Photo courtesy MetroCreative

If cooks want to employ the element of surprise, then
this recipe for "Ginger Cake" from Will Budiaman's “The
Essential Kamado Grill Cookbook” (Rockridge Press)
won't disappoint.

Did you know?

Valentine’s Day symbols like heart-shaped
boxes of chocolate, Cupid shooting his arrow
and bougquets of roses are ubiquitous come
February. Each of those symbolizes is meant to
signify the love individuals have for their sig-
nificant others, but perhaps no Valentine’s Day
image is more symbolic of love than doves.

According to LiveScience.com, doves have
been a symbol of love since the Middle Ages,
when many people believed birds chose their
mates on Valentine’s Day. But the history of
doves and their affiliation with love dates back
even further and can be traced to the days of
Greek mythology. Aphrodite is the goddess of
love in Greek mythology, and she is often de-
picted as being surrounded by doves. Doves'
own traits also have helped them become
symbols of love, as LiveScience.com notes
that male doves help their female partners
incubate and tend to their young, bolstering
their image as caring, loving birds.

Gold & Diamonds Direct
Serving Jacksonville Since 1984

jewelry repair - watch batteries -
custom jewelry design - gemologist on staff

Your Valentine’s |
Gift &

Engagement Ring |

Headquarters!

(904) 770 2790

Publix Plantation Plaza | 2758 Race Track Rd., Suite 407 | St Johns Florida
Doing business locally for over 37 years!

jewelry appraisals

{ 1 Carat Diamond
i When you purchase a $5,000 white .

! cardboard jewelry box. 7
i \A/

whbu.com/jacksonville

whu.com/jacksonvillebeach

ﬂ-'.r
AVild Bircls Unlimited

Nature Shop

O%* OFF
One regularly
priced item

Valid in-store at the participating stores
listed. Coupon not valid for Seed/Bird
Food, Optics, Gift Cards, DSC
Memberships, Campania Baths or Sale
Items. Cannot be combined with other
\coupons/discounts. Offer expires 2/28/22,

_— e e = = = = = = ey
_—e—— e e e = = e = =

7
St Johns Jax Beach World Golf Village
450 SR13 at Racetrack Rd 4138 Third Street South 180 Capulet Drive #5
(next to Publix) (between Trader Joes & Staples) (At Murabella)
904.230.3242 904.246.6832 904.209.5754

wwhbu.com/staugustine

ICE CREAM

Buy One Gotta Have it® Size Signature
Creation™, Get a Free Kids Scoop
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Villageand
Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 per visit. Expires 2/28/22.

Two Like It® Size Create Your Own
(Ice Cream + Mix-In) For $6

COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd

Served in a cup. Waffle products and
extra mix-ins available for addl. charge.
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 2/28/22.

Made Fiesh!

52 Tuscan Way, St. Augustine
FL 32092 904-547-2540
coldstonecreamery.com/stores/23675

2570 Racetrack Rd, Fruit Cove
FL 32259 904-429-9669
coldstonecreamery.com/stores/23690

Any Large Round, Large Rectangle
Or Small Rectangle Signature Cake
(Excludes Small Round Cakes, Pies, Petite Cakes &
Cupcakes, Custom Cake Decorating And Writing)
COLD STONE CREAMERY
valid at World Golf Village and Racetrack Rd
Limit 1 coupon per visit. Expires 2/28/22.

Celebrate Valentine's Day
with an Ice Cream Cake!
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Balloon
releases
Nnow
prohibited

On Jan. 18, the St. Johns County
Board of County Commissioners
voted 5-0 in favor of amending
the county’s litter ordinance to
prohibit the release of balloons
and sky lanterns.

The accidental or intentional re-

lease of balloons and sky lanterns

into the atmosphere poses a dan-

ger and nuisance to the environ-

ment and wildlife that may ingest

this debris. These items could also
pose a threat to aircraft.

Those who violate the ordinance

could face a fine of up to $500.

www.starlightgymnastics.com

Spring Break Camp

March 14th - March 19th

$60.00 daily rate or $275.00 for full week
Sibling discounts available
Limited space available
Non-Starlight students -
$25.00 registration fee

(904) 260-4866

Starlight@Starlightgymnastics.com

Local infant/toddler teacher
honored as Teacher of the Year

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Deerwood Academy St. Johns teacher
Amy Finkley was recently named the
2021 Infant/Toddler Teacher of the Year
Award by the Early Learning Coalition
of North Florida (ELC).

The ELC selected Amy Finkley from
among many teachers in its six-county
service area to win the award. A nine-
year veteran educator at Deerwood
Academy St. Johns, Finkley serves as
Lead Teacher in the school’s infant/tod-
dler room.

“Amy Finkley is a truly excellent educa-
tor who is beloved by our youngest
students and their parents alike,” said
Deerwood Academy owner Lucinda
Chapin. “Her dedication and positive
attitude brighten every school day, and
I can’t think of a more deserving teacher
for this award.”

Finkley’s award-winning dedication
to educational excellence appears in

Photo courtesy Deerwood Academy

Amy Finkley was recently named the 2021 Infant/Toddler
Teacher of the Year Award by the Early Learning Coalition
of North Florida (ELC).

every aspect of her classroom. She
has an expert knowledge of infant
care, development, expectations and
milestones, placing new parents and

students at ease. Her coworkers enjoy
her warmth and optimism. Plus,
Finkley’s attentiveness and experience
have allowed her to alert parents to
silent seizures and lactose intolerance
in their children.

The Early Learning Coalition recognized
Finkley at its Early Educators Confer-
ence on Jan. 29 at the Thrasher Horne
Center in Orange Park. The coalition
manages and evaluates early child care
and education programs in Baker,
Bradford, Clay, Nassau, Putnam and St.
Johns counties.

“I am truly grateful for this award, but
the greatest honor is when my former
students come back to visit me,” Finkley
said. “It’s just wonderful knowing that

I have connected with the students and
set them on the path to a lifetime of
educational success.”

BTHS to stage “Chicago” in March

By NewslLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Bartram Trail High School Theatre De-
partment will present “Chicago” (High
School Edition), March 3, 4, 5 and 6

at 7 p.m. each evening except for a 2
p-m. matinee on Sunday, March 6 at the
Bartram Trail High School Auditorium,
7399 Longleaf Pine Pkwy.

Set in 1920s Chicago, this musical fol-
lows "Merry Murderesses" Roxie Hart
and Velma Kelly as they vie for fame,

fortune, and acquittal.

Tickets are $15. Visit hetps://bit.
ly/3zifTqK for more information about
showtimes 2202F and tickets.

The PLAYERS Championship
March 8 - 13, 2022
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Linda Gay

Marketing & Sales

(904) 607-5062 cell

Linda@ FloridaNewsline.com
www.FloridaNewsline.com

PUT YOUR BUSINESS AD IN
FRONT OF 27,000 + FANS!
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travel - pantry raiders - gardening
fishing - entertainment - puzzles

Get to Know . ..

Aands Seeley

Amanda Seeley always knew that

she wanted to be a foster parent

one day. She even shared this

plan with her soon-to-be hus-

band at the time, and he agreed.

One day, while attending a

Bible study at her church, Fruit

Cove Baptist, Seeley was asked to
identify one thing that God had

told her to “step out and do” that

she had yet to do. “I could not sleep
that night. I knew I had to do it,” said
Seeley. That Sunday she called a friend
who had foster care knowledge and on
Monday she learned about foster care
courses which ironically were starting
that evening. Seeley and her husband,
Matthew, began immediately. It was

a seven-week course that had to be
attended by both parents, and the
Seeleys, married in 2003, had two bio-
logical children aged eight and six at
home. Family and neighbors enabled
them to attend the courses. And while
the training was a big commitment of
time, the couple never wavered in their
belief that this was the right journey
for their family — now a family of
eight.

Q: What happened after you finished
all the training and home inspec-
tions?

A: We got a phone call for Respite
Care, which is assisting another
foster family temporarily. So, we
welcomed a three-year-old girl into
our home for a few days. She left on
a Sunday, and we immediately got a
call about a newborn who was three
days old. We said yes, and we met
Isaac that Monday night when the
Department of Children and Fami-
lies brought him to us. He was born
on July 15, 2016, came to us July 18,
2016, and we adopted him on Feb.
22, 2017. His case was very quick,

Photo courtesy Amanda Seeley

Amanda Seeley and family.
but that is not usually the norm. In
July 2017, we welcomed 14-month-
old Malachi into our family. This case
was much more complicated, but we
were able to adopt Malachi on Nov.
29, 2018. During this same time, we
got pregnant with our surprise baby,
Ben, who was born on July 7, 2018.
In September 2019, we received news
that Malachi’s sister was born July 31,
2019 and had gone into the system.
We were prepared to get her, but then
she was placed elsewhere. On her year
birthday, July 31, 2020, we got a call
asking if we were still interested in
taking her. We had stayed in contact
with the case worker the entire time
to check in on her. We started to get
her on weekends and then eventually
she transferred to our home Dec. 18,
2020. Over Zoom with the judge on
June 4, 2021, we adopted our Ella.

Q: How has this shaped your biologi-
cal children, especially the oldest two?
A: The way they view the family con-
cept and family unit is very different.
They understand that it is not the blood
that bonds you. They have learned that
it is not all about you, but how you can
help others. They are very protective
over their siblings.

By Tiffany Merlo Phelps
mail@floridanewsline.com

Q: You are very active in the fitness
industry. Explain your passion for
movement.
A: I grew up at the Dupont Family
YMCA because my mom loved
group fitness. I also took dance
lessons and participated on
dance teams from the age of
two through high school. I
began teaching group fitness
about four years ago and cur-
rently teach BodyPump, Cardio
Dance and SoulBody Barre. My
main goal is to have fun and not
take myself too seriously. I want every-
one to get a good sweat on and have
fun. For me, it is my sanity.

Q: What advice would you have for
someone who is considering being a
foster parent?

A: Our mission as foster parents is to
work alongside the family towards uni-
fication. You want to provide a routine
and security. You want what is best for
the child. You have to be prepared to
say goodbye. You cannot go in say-
ing “I want to adopt.” You have to be
selfless. It is a selfless act to show foster
children love and security. You have to
do what is in the best interest of the
child — always.

[Author’s Note: Seeley said that there

is a huge need for foster parents in St.
Johns and Duval counties, and there are
many ways to help whether it be through
respite care, fostering, adopting, helping
Joster families, donating clothes, meals
or furniture. Fruit Cove Baptist offers a
program called “Fostering Hope,” and
you do not have to be a member of the
church to participate. Contact Karen Roy
at Fosteringhope @fruitcove.com for more
information.]

Art exhibit cont. from pg. 1

ciety, the Florida Watercolor Society, the
Georgia Watercolor Society, the Kentucky
Watercolor Society, the Mississippi Water-
color Society, the National Collage Soci-
ety, the Georgia Collage Society as well as
being a Charter Member of the Jackson-
ville Watercolor Society and the National
League of American Pen Women. She
never
stopped
grow-

ing and
learning as

an artist,
and her
works run
the gamut
from real-

istic por-
traits and

still lifes

to impres-

Photo courtesy Michael Ballard
Marie Shell's artwork “Expect the Unex-
pected II" will be on display and raffled
off to support the Bartram Trail Branch

Friends of the Library.
sionistic
works and abstracts. Her work has been
featured at many local and national galler-
ies, including Stellars, Trends, the Haskell
Gallery at JIA, the Cummer Museum, the

Cleveland Art Institute and others.

Marie Shell passed away in 2020 at 97
years old. There was nothing she liked
more than sharing her art with the world,
so to honor her memory and spirit this
show is scheduled to coincide with what
would have been her 99th birthday. Ev-
eryone is invited to come and enjoy some
of her paintings. Shell’s family has also
donated a piece of her artwork, “Expect
the Unexpected I1,” which will be on
display and raffled off to support the Bar-
tram Trail Branch Friends of the Library.

“I delight in the thought that part of me,
a very valued gift, will live long after I'm
gone.” ~ Marie Shell

An online gallery showcasing Maries
artwork has been created at www.facebook.

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured? Email Martie
Thompson at editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

com/ArtOfMarieShell; anyone who has a
piece of her artwork is invited to share a
photo for inclusion. To view more of her
artwork or for other inquiries, visit her
website, marieshell.com.

)
WEAVER ANDSTRATTON

PEDIATRIC DENTISTRY & ORTHODONTICS
Ready. Set.

SMiLE

10 SCHEDULE A CONSULT
CALL OR VISIT US ONLINE:

dr. Aglin quzuoccp}o

JULINGTON CREEK OFFICE - 117-7203 BARTRAM OAKS WALK - ST JOHNS, FL 32259
ORANGE PARK OFFICE - 1584-B KINGSLEY AVENUE - ORANGE PARK FL 32073
ATLANTIC OFFICE - 12/40-12 ATLANTIC BOULEVARD - JACKSONVILLE, FL 32225

904.264 KIDS | 269KIDS.COM

We are in-network providers for Metlife, Delta, AETNA, Cigna, United Healthcare, and most other PPO insurance plans.
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IR Answers on page 3
é Provided by MetroCreative

I A T I°"[®] CLUESACROSS CLUES DOWN
1. de Mornay, actress 34. Unit of loudness 12 Gpet back b ig ﬁetric u;:its of measure
8. Surrenders 35. Undresses . Pass or go by . More coherent
13. Omission 38. Fathers 3. Having a sharp taste 32. Make uninteresting
14. The white poplar 39: Learned skill 4. Midway between east and 34. Nausea
15. They become butterflies 40. Remove qualification s SCO;;geliitgional Airport gz : IOn:tll'tttultmn lOf Oceanography
19. Used to cho 44. ith frost : : 1ttle value
20. Select P 45 (st;el:e:pm ros 6. Peace officer 37. Hindu model of the ideal man
: . ’ 7. Brings to life 38. Biblical exclamation
2 \C/Zl;::l?rlnceira:z‘z index jg I:;:v (I)lfrsiﬁoebe fzsgf) 8. Automotive vehicles 40. You throw it at a board
23. Utilize P 48' T ¢ gety ' 9. One point south of due east ~ 41. Be about to happen
> » . - ype otwrap 10. Football position 42. Brutal
24. “True Blood” actress Paquin ~ 49. Church seating s :
43 25. Got 50. Mathematical fi 11. Goes by 43. Opened one’s mouth widely
' w - viathematical ligure 12. Most attractive 45. 19th letter of Greek alphabet
26. Sank in 51. College football conference 16. Road divisions 43, Saturate
30. Retail 55. Turkish officer title 17‘ Not the sea s 1' The woman
31. Giants 57. Organized body of knowledge 18. Small, faint constellation 52. Someone who is highly skilled
32. Most bald 58. Smooth and glossy 22. Cabbage 53. A way to launch an attack on
33. Changes color 59. Left 25. Least frequent 54. Where golfers begin
27. Change slightly 56. Atomic number 58
28. A country in NE Africa

O PO+ 20S kX L+t AC | PLHE*NR2QD

"Enn'l' F“Ncl‘lnuwonn SEAHGH ABCDEFGHIJKLMNOPQRSTOVWXYZ

WORDS CRYPTO FON
O HBDBSTRGRTPUONTGBUMTP RETLXE WEr A R F VW F AR
VRAFSTRGXT CSAUUONUTUOUTRS AORTIC B C R % &L = ~ k  +
S I RP X S I UYUPFS ST BI RMHMURIL ARTERY Determine the code to reveal the answer!
A GTBJXU RTCSGSNNTRAATUODNTUHU ATRIM
O HEI GE US SMOBGTIULMS SMMHTG BP BLOOD Solve the code to discover words related to heart health.
Y T R DV B S TEUTFTIETLUDBYHUHGV CARDIAC Each number corresponds to a letter.
VDY CRMZPABTITETLNNTPTLTR RTBESC COCOHngﬂI?“ifiTS»ED (Hint: 26 = E)
ELETIUATITEINXTYUVSTPUTCONTITI
N NH TV HDUBI RPUOUHTSMYXATT OTDY HLEEAFRTT 4 26 6 11 20
AETRACMARTSTLTEUUOTET RTCMDV LUNGS
CGX 0GNUNTITIYA ATAVTIODVTDTISHB NJ4TIRTIRE¢“LTS
AY GAPOTIUBTTIUOTZPTCPTINIXT RSB
VXINMTIYDVRRTILTFTLAVR RTE Ak 5 12 13 22 26
A O HL S A ATIVRTIWAET DNV CIXUBTFU PULMONARY
UY UGTIUPARUUOBTILSTZ RTGTETPTBTER PULSE
LPDYBLCMTIAGOLUHEA AVEUTLTI i 10 23 3 8 20 23 11
0 U XIVVAMPIXTIT CLTUBT RTLT OSTFP TRICUSPID
UV NETPVETINTIPRUDTUHTIMATIS VALVE
M XL 6GLDUBYU RTFTINPAVVYOTISC VEIN
THPTISMTIUHEA ARTYTPPUBTPR RIL VRS CLE 10 12 22 2 13 26
Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and hackwards.
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Community Marketplace

Take a step Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates
back in time f ;

dCK IN TIme 10r
a Valentine's }yﬁ,ﬁiﬁffﬁi‘l{ﬁﬁfyﬁﬁ.‘{,ﬁ}ﬁ,ﬁs The Right Cleaners
tradition  Managed Servics

* Data Backup solutions
« Security: Firewalls, Virus protection,

] L]
Greeting cards are popular ways to Email filtering
lg d H'P P \}llal . * Business Continuity & Disaster House Cleanlng SerVICeS

express love and affection on Valentine's Recovery Planning
Day; however, those looking to say "I love Serving St Johns and ‘;Veb(slite Di‘éeIOPment

. . in si * Residential Services
you" and much more in a creative way Mandarin since 2003 (9 04) 2 0 7 - 5 6 74
may want to harken back to a tradition 904.287.2254 2015 smali Business Leader
that is several centuries old. www.itpromise.com  ofthe YearJax Chamber

Purse puzzles were once an innova-

tive way to send notes and illustrations
and express other sentiments. Purse
puzzles became popular around 1720

and remained so until roughly 1840.

The puzzles consisted of a sheet of paper
folded into smaller parts. When unfolded,

e Driveways e Walkways www.floridaconcreteworks.com
the purse puzzle would reveal several mes- Free Quote Today!
sages and hand-drawn art. ‘ Pav.ers y Co.ncrele Remov?l Gl g
* Patios * Driveway Extension
In the 19th century, purse puzzles were a Call 904.838.1836 and let's talk about what we can do for you!
clever way for lovers to send love notes on
Valentine's Day or other times of the year. ’ L the cl 't I
Purse puzzles were a form of paper art, s N I P s TREE & STUMP SERVICE eave the cleaning to us!

similar to origami.

904-476-9814

Call today to schedule your free estimate!

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Valentine's celebrants can rekindle the .
magic of purse puzzles to add creative Paul 0k| eVItCh

Eair todthis y.f—ar's. cglebrat_ijnsé Thzy can ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp. e Monthly
e made easily with tutorials found on . .
websites such as B+C Guides (https:// FL-5456A - LICENSED & INSURED e Bi-Monthly

guides.brit.co/guides/make-puzzle-purses/ .
particle-27). The finished puzzle will (904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com [l IRWVEEL
take a square shape and open up like a

pinwheel until the full sheet of paper is
revealed.

We offer Fictitious Name Advertisement Call for more info! (904) 886-4919




Train online to do medical
billing! Become a Medical
Office Professional at CTI! Get
trained & certified to work in
months! 888-572-6790. The
Mission, Program Informa-
tion and Tuition is lo-cated at
CareerTechnical.edu/consum-
er-information. (M-F 8-6 ET)

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS!
50 Generic Pills SPECIAL
$99.00. 100% guaranteed.
24/7 CALL NOW! 888-445-
5928 Hablamos Espafiol

Dental insurance - Physicians
Mutual Insurance Company.
Covers 350 procedures. Real
insur-ance - not a discount
plan. Get your free dental info
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for outages &
poweryour home. Fullinstalla-
tion services. $0 down financ-
ing option. Re-questfree no ob-
ligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators
provide backup power dur-
ing power outages, so your
home & family stay safe &
comfortable. Prepare now.
Free 7-yr extended warranty
$695 value! Request a free
quote today! Call for terms &
conditions. 1-844-334-8353

Eliminate gutter cleaning
forever! LeafFilter, the most
advanced debris-blocking
gutter protec-tion. Schedule
free LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase.
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-855-995-2490

Directv Now. No Satellite.
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream
news, live events, sports & on
demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1TB of
data/mo. Ask how to bundle
& SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-888-796-8850

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES
in as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments
for 18 months! Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs.
Senior & Military Discounts
available. Call: 855-761-1725

Donate Your Car to Veterans To-
day!Helpand Supportour Veter-
ans. Fast- FREE pick up.100%tax
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398
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Job Finder

Westminster Woods on Julington Creek is hiring for Dietary Aides whose duties include
food assembly, food delivery, dish washing and cleaning, and service of food to resident.
A $500 Sign On Bonus included! Call 904-287-7338.

Located in World Golf Village, Westminster St. Augustine is currently accepting applica-
tions for:Nursing (CNA, LPN, RN, Weekend RN Supervisor), Dining Services (Supervisor,
Cook, Baker, Dishwasher, Server), Receptionist, Housekeeping, Maintenance. Please
apply online at: wwwWestminsterStAugustineFL.org

We are looking for nurturing, energetic, and passionate teachers. If you are interested in
becoming part of our Primrose family please call one of our schools. Primrose School
Julington Creek 904-230-2828, Primrose School St Johns Forest 904-824-1100.

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

1-855-595-2102

Leaf@Filter

PROTECTION

@ CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

155 0 10% = 5%
OFF OFF OFF
L A L

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,

e e | Promo Number: 285

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. *Offer valid at time of estimate only 2The leading
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 Licensed 41354 License# 99338 License#
128344 License# 218294 WA UBI# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License# 2106212946 License# 2705132153 License# LEAFFNWB22JZ
License# WV056912 License# WC-29998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registrations# 176447 Registration# HIC.0649905_Registrationi#

istrati i istration# IR731804 fon# 13VH09953900° Registra-

Update your home with beauti-
ful new blinds & shades. Free
in-home estimates make it
conven-ienttoshopfromhome.
Professional installation. Top
quality - Made in the USA.
Free consulta-tion: 877-212-
7578. Ask about our specials!

HughesNet - Finally, super-fast
internet no matter where you
live. 25 Mbps just $59.99/mo!
Un-limited Data is Here. Stream
Video.Bundle TV & Intemnet. Free
Installation. Call 866-499-0141

Looking for assisted living,
memory care, or independent
living? A Place for Mom simpli-
fiesthe process offinding senior
living at no cost to your fam-
ily. Call 1-833-386-1995 today!

Become a published author.
We want to read your book!

Dorrance Publishing trusted
since 1920. Consultation,
production, promotion &
distribution. Call for free au-
thor's guide 833-719-3029 or
visit dorranceinfo.com/acp

Paying top cash for men's
sportwatches! Rolex, Bre-
itling, Omega, Patek Philippe,
Heuer, Day-tona, GMT,
Submariner and Speed-
master. Call 833-603-3236

Put on your TV Ears & hear
TV w/unmatched clar-
ity. TV Ears Original - origi-
nally $129.95 - now wi/this
special offer only $59.95 w/
code MCB59! 1-833-530-1955

Aloe Care Health medical
alert system. Most advanced
medical alert product on the
market. Voice-activated! No

wi-fi needed! Special offer w/
code CARE20 for $20 off Mobile
Companion. 1-855-521-5138

Hero takes stress out of man-
aging medications. Hero sorts
& dispenses meds, sends
alerts at dose times & handles
prescription refill & delivery
for you. Starting at $24.99/
month. Noinitiation fee. 90-day
risk-free trial! 1-888-684-0280

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas in-
terests. Send details to PO.
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The National
Trade Association we belong
to has purchased the above
classi-fieds. Determining the
value oftheir service or product
is advised by this publication.

C127229 W C127230 366920918 PC6475 Y 1
tion# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403 License# 0086990 Registration#
H-19114

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby

generator

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!

866-643-0438

FRE

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!

Limited Time Offer - Call for Details

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertisers
do not offer employment but
rather supply the read-ers
with manuals, directories and
other materials designed to
help their clients establish
mail or-der selling and other

GENERAC
o —— |

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer.

Call for a full list of terms and conditions.

businesses at home. Under
NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance
or give the client your check-
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First flag raising held at Patriot Place

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The United States flag was raised
by members of the St. Augustine
Honor Guard earlier today in a
ceremony celebrating the creation
of Patriot Place, a project of Flagler
Health+ and St. Johns Housing
Partnership that will benefit home-
less veterans in our community.

Typically, a homeless veteran will
face multiple barriers to find hous-
ing including navigating a complex
system of resources, navigating

a competitive housing market

with record-high rental prices,

pass stringent background-check
requirements that often disqualify
the veteran, and save enough money
to move into a home, which often
amounts to more than $4,000.

Thanks to the partnership between
St. Johns County Housing Partner-
ship and Flagler Health+, many

of these barriers will be removed.
Additionally, Patriot Place will be
administered by Flagler Health+’s
social health program, Care Con-
nect+, which connects people with
vital resources like stable housing,
food pantries, counseling services
and transportation.

When it opens in early 2022, Patri-
ot Place will be a six-unit complex
for at-risk veterans who already live
in St. Johns County. Each of the
one-bedroom apartments will be
630 square feet.

“For years our local veteran’s office
has struggled to help local veterans
who need a one-bedroom apart-
ment to remain living in St. Johns
County,” said Bill Lazar, executive
director of the St. Johns Housing
Partnership. “Our hope is that this
unique partnership with Flagler
Health+ will provide a level of case
management and stability for our
residents to get back on their feet.
This is an effort to thank them for
their service and stand by them

Photo courtesy Flagler Health+

Michael Arnold, Flagler Health+ employee and Army veteran at the flag raising at Patriot Place.

while they integrate back into the
community.”

Patriot Place will be more than
just a home to these veterans — it
offers a sense of community and
support. Veterans will receive indi-
vidualized case management from
their Care Connect+ case worker
for the duration of their time at
Patriot Place. From workforce
development, education, health-
care and transportation, these case
workers create a case plan based
on the unique needs of each cli-
ent and their goals. In addition,
Patriot Place will collaborate with
other veteran service organizations

St. Augustine Honor Guard at Patriot Place.

to offer enrichment opportuni-
ties to foster mental health and
wellbeing.

The land for Patriot Place, which
is located at 79 Masters Drive in
St. Augustine, was donated by
MountainStar Capital, a major
contributor, having donated more
than $100,000 to make the project
a reality.

The property will be built to green
building standards with the Florida
Green Building Coalition, in part
to make sure that water and power
bills are as low as possible for
residents.

Nutrition Check:
Children’s Dental
Health Month

By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN, CLC
mail@floridanewsline.com

Healthy eating habits and routine dental care go
hand-in-hand for optimal oral health. The Centers
for Disease Control and Prevention reports that
nearly 20 percent of children aged five through 11
have at least one untreated dental cavity. You may be
wondering how you can boost yours or your chil-
dren’s oral health by improving your dietary habits
and here are a few suggestions to get you started.

Limit juice and sugary beverages (e.g., sweet-

ened coffee, sports drinks, fruit juice, soda).
The sugars in these beverages stay on your teeth and
contribute to dental decay. Opt in to eliminating
these sugary drinks between meals and/or brush
one’s teeth immediately after consuming them to
help prevent cavities.

Learn more about food hygiene. Check out

an online platform (www.e-bug.eu), a com-
munity that helps adults and children learn about
optimal oral health and nutrition.

Consume calcium-rich foods for bone health.

Calcium rich foods help promote strong teeth
and bones; add in dairy (milk, yogurt, cheese) or
other calcium sources (canned salmon, almonds,
dark leafy greens).

Practice moderation of chewy, sticky foods.

Sticky foods such as raisins, jellybeans, and
caramel stick to the teeth and get in the crevices
between the teeth.

Boost Vitamin C consumption for gum

health. Vitamin C is an important dietary
oxidant for periodontal health. Add in foods such
as kiwi, citrus, tomato, broccoli, and strawberries to
support gum health.
6 Drink plenty of water. Water helps to wash

away any bacteria in the mouth and rinse the
teeth. It's important to drink water both with meals
and between meals.

Brush your teeth right before bedtime. All
7 the food and beverages we consume all day
leave residues on our teeth; it’s important to brush
them all away each morning and night. Brushing
your teeth and flossing help to scrape away sticky
residues, leaving a clean and healthy smile.

Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN, CLC, FAND
is an assistant professor in the Department of Nutri-
tion and Dietetics, Brooks College of Health, Univer-
sity of North Florida.
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“I only want cremation.”

Call for pricing

Flagler Memorial Cremation Society
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2600 Old Moultrie Road * St. Augustine
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Capt. David's Fishing Report

By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.com

In North Florida, February is pretty
much the month that says goodbye

to winter and welcomes in spring. By
month's end we should be seeing enough
warm days to trigger the much-anticipat-
ed annual largemouth bass spawn in all
our freshwater bodies of water.

Whether a novice or full time bass fishing
enthusiast, the first few weeks of spring
guarantee some of the best and easiest
bass fishing of the year. Pre-spawn and
post-spawn bites find bass both hungry
and aggressive. Both artificial and natural
baits will provide plenty of action wher-
ever they are fished this time of year. Area
ponds are a great and easy place to fish
for kids to get their first bass light casting

rod and plastic worm.

While spring bass fishing makes the scene
for freshwater fishing, saltwater fishing

is also beginning to heat up starting at
the beach. Like bass fishing this time of
year, some of the best surf fishing of the
year takes place in the spring. Bluefish
will usually show first with whiting close
behind — or often a mix of both.

Both species will also be hungry and ag-
gressive this time of year, making catches
easy and plentiful. Fresh dead shrimp,
sand fleas, or cut fish are all proper baits,
with the whiting preferring shrimp and
sand fleas, while bluefish will go flat out

Photo courtesy Jimmy Tomazinis

Nicely spotted redfish caught off Mandarin Point.

crazy for cut fish baits. Simple fish finder
rigs with a two- or three-ounce pyramid
sinker fished just behind the breakers is
all it takes. Once again, a great and easy
way for kids to get out and actually catch
something,

Springtime bites will also be on the
increase for most all other species of

fish in fresh and saltwater. Sheepshead,
drum, trout, flounder, reds and more will
become active in the areas of the river
closer to the ocean, but will also be work-
ing their way closer to us as the season
progresses.

As always, be sure to check the FWC's
saltwater and freshwater regulations for
size and quantity if you are keeping your

fish (https://myfwc.com).

Fishing Report: Bass action on the rise in
area freshwater. Blues and whiting at the

beach.

Whether you catch one, some, or none,
the family time spent fishing will last a
lifetime.

Email your Catch of the Month photo to
catchofthemonthpictures@gmail.com. Be
sure to include the name of the person(s)

in the photo, the name of the person who
took the photo, the type of fish and date and
location of the catch. We will select a photo
each month for publication.

StrictlySeniors.org

| offer short and long distance transportation with a kind,
caring advocate in the driver’s seat!

¥ Medical Appointments
¥ Special Occasions with Family and Friends
¥ Community Activities ¥ Social Engagements
¥ Shopping Trips and Salon Visits
@ Airports (including pick-up, drop-of and flight companions)

You or your loved one can now travel with peace of mind.
My service promotes independence while providing personalized care.

Call for escorted door-to-door transportation to/from:

“We Provide More Than a Ride”

Tracey Kuczinski - Your Senior Advocate
StrictlySeniors.org

904.481.6786
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While I don't consider myself a tree hug-
ger (environmental campaigner),

[ am very fond of trees. I'm especially
attracted to those with historical signifi-
cance or those of considerable size. Here
is a list of some significant trees I have
encountered in the South.

Let’s start in Jacksonville. The Treaty
Oak, located downtown in Jessie Du-
pont Park, was saved by what we'd now
call fake news. In the 1930s, develop-
ers started eyeing the land around the
tree. Florida Times-Union journalist Pat
Moran devised a story about a treaty
between Native Americans and white
settlers being signed under the oak,
making it a local landmark. Together
with the extensive efforts of the Garden
Club of Jacksonville, this story ensured
that the magnificent oak was saved.

Farther south in Fort Myers, Florida,
you will find the largest banyan tree in
the Continental United States. It stands,
along with a statue of Edison, on the
garden-like grounds of the Museum.
Banyan trees only grow in the farthest
reaches of the state, as they are not cold
tolerant. The multi-footed tree at Edison
Ford, believed to have been planted
around 1925, has grown a canopy cover-
ing at least one acre of land.

Moving slightly north to the historic
district of Jekyll Island, you’ll find a re-
gal live oak. The Plantation Oak dates to
the mid-17th century, making it approx-

Famous trees to see in the South

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Debi Lander
Emancipation Oak in Hampton, Virginia.

imately 375 years old. The trunk spans
seven feet eight inches in diameter.

At the southern end of nearby St. Si-
mons Island, look for the Avenue of the
Qaks. Planted in 1826, the lane of trees
now forms the grand entrance to the Sea

Island Golf Club.

The Angel Oak, near Charleston, South
Carolina serves a whopping 17,200 square
feet of shade and is believed to be some-
where between 500 to 1,500 years old

(its exact age remains contested). The tree
carries historical significance as well. During
segregation, both African-American and
white families would picnic under the shel-
tering limbs, making the area a small haven
from racial strife. Drive 12 miles southwest

of the city to Johns Island to find it.

In Hampton, Virginia (near Norfolk), I
discovered the Emancipation Oak. The
tree lies on the campus of Hampton

HarborChase
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University and marks the spot where, in
1863, the first Southern reading of the
Emancipation Proclamation occurred.
At this location, Union General Ben-
jamin E Butler gave shelter to fugitive
slaves as “contraband of war” early in
the Civil War. Then, the sprawling oak
served as the first classroom that newly
free children and adults could attend. By
1863, the Butler School was constructed
beside the tree. Standing under its limbs
brought a poignant experience; I per-
sonally felt I was nestled deep in history.
Indeed, climbing is prohibited today,
but 'm sure many found a cozy spot to
sit within the branches of this oak.

If you head toward Louisiana, you
can walk up the famous entryway of

arching branches at Oak Alley. Over

Photo courtesy Nancy Musser
Edison Ford Banyan Tree in Ft. Myers.

at nearby Evergreen Plantation, still a
working sugar cane producer, you will
find similar oaks lining the entry to the
slave cabins. While thousands of these
buildings were once scattered across the
American South, they are now exceed-
ingly rare. This is the only place where
they exist unchanged, except for slight
repairs and stabilization efforts. This site
has been used in several movies and is,
no pun intended, moving. The trees and
village remain to tell their story.

Feel free to write to me at mail@flori-
danewsline.com if you've encountered
any trees on your travels that bring back
memories.

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories
and travel tips.

ParentLife Sunday at Fruit Cove Baptist Church
Join us February 13th, 2022
Worship Services at 9:30 and 11lam
Parent/Student Lunch & Afternoon Session
Guest Speaker Dr. Richard Ross of Southwestern
Baptist Theological Seminary

Richard Ross has served as professor of
student ministry in the Jack D. Terry School
of Educational Ministries since 2000. His
entire life has focused on seeing Christ
glorified in the lives of teenagers and their
parents and leaders. He served as a
local-church student pastor for 30 years.
Overlapping part of that time was 16 years

of service as the student ministry

consultant at LifeWay Christian Resources.

Register for Lunch at FruitCove.com/ParentLife
904.287.0996 501 SR 13, St Johns, FL 32259
www.fruitcove.com
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An odd title for a gardening column,
but I find it’s a constant when it comes
to our weather! The lack of rain and
higher than average temperatures most
of us have been experiencing seem to
have disrupted the natural world order.
January is only 11 days old as I write
this and already I'm seeing new shoots
on deciduous shrubs, still-flowering car-
dinals guard, pentas, shrimp plant, pink
gaura, and Indian shot canna. Spring
weeds are already well on the way to be-
ing a nuisance.

One of the pleasures of a change in
seasons is the migration of some of

Expect the unexpected

our birds. Particularly significant is

the appearance of American robins, in
large noisy flocks, and the beautiful,

less noticeable cedar waxwings. In our
neighborhood we have quite a few Caro-
lina cherry laurels (Prunus caroliniana),
which are members of the rose family.
The genus name prunus is shared by
other flowering and fruiting trees, like
plums and almonds, and like them the
cherry laurel bears numerous small black
fruits (drupes). In recent years those
trees have fruited early; no longer do
flocks of birds swoop in to pick the trees
clean, because a lot of the fruits are on
the ground before they arrive. I hope to

care for good.
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e Sports/school physicals
® Immunizations
e Well child visits
e Preventive/GYN exams

© Baptist Health 2021

Finding the right doctor
just got easier.

Nina Mcintosh, PA-C, Jaime Kibler, DO, Donald J. Levine, MD,
Katherine Wilson, PA-C, and Vanessa Berrios, PA-C, are dedicated to your
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personal physician. Convenient. Caring. Connected. That's changing health

Now accepting new patients. Same day appointments available.

Baptist Primary Care Julington Creek
1400 Bishop Estates Road e St. Johns, FL 32259
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Changing Health Care for Good”

Disease management

Minor skin lesion and mole removal
Osteopathic treatment

On-site lab

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.

Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

see the robins again this year, but worry
that some of the food they depend upon
won't be here.

My wildflowers set plenty of seed, and
I've been raising some seedlings indoors
to get ahead of the growing season. If
you're interested in wildflowers, the
website of the Florida Wildflower Asso-
ciation has helpful information on wild-
flower gardening and also on where to
see roadside communities of wildflow-
ers which are managed by the FDOT:
https://www.flawildflowers.org/explore/.
To find out how to support efforts to
expand the FDOT wildflower roadside
planting scheme, click the FDOT tab

on the same page.

It’s time to get going with summer
vegetables, if you haven't begun already.
Refer to the ever-useful Florida Veg-
etable Gardening Guide for guidance:
https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/publication/
VHO021. I'm still eating from my cool
season garden and enjoying how clean
the produce is; no insects have found
my greens. While the vegetables were
small, snails were a problem, but look-
ing for a solution I found a product
suitable for organic gardening. The small
pellets contain an iron compound which
is harmless to humans and very good at
deterring snails.

Something else unexpected: we have

at least one local snail that is a garden
friend, the rosy wolf snail, and it’s a
predator which eats some of those nui-
sance snails (https://entnemdept.ufl.edu/
creatures/misc/gastro/snail_eating_snails.
htm). T've only ever found two in my
yard, but it’s heartening to know they’re
around. One was in an unused plant pot
and the other in damp leaf litter at the
base of a fence, so that’s another good
reason to let fallen leaves lie.

So much of what we do in our yards

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

disrupts the natural processes of life,
death, and decay. The result is we can
find ourselves living in a sanitized,
somewhat sterile environment. That’s
understandably desirable in some ways,
if we want to enjoy our outdoor spaces
without pestilential mosquitos, for
example; however, if we can give some
space in our yards to the small creatures
upon which our lives depend — to
allow them to create the kind of envi-
ronment in which they flourish — our
entire yards can become more balanced
and healthier places. And if you use a
fan to move the air while enjoying your
yard, any mosquitos will certainly be
discouraged.

Late winter, before deciduous trees leaf
out, is a good time to assess their struc-
ture to determine whether or not they
need some remedial pruning. This ap-
plies both to young trees, to ensure they
develop a strong structure as they grow,
and to mature trees, to correct any prob-
lems like storm-damaged or dead limbs.
Always make sure to choose a company
that employs licensed arborists, who are
qualified to give accurate advice. Check
out www.isa-arbor.com to find arborists

in Duval County.

Don’t be tempted by advertisements for
“weed and feed” products if you want
the best for your grass and don’t like

to waste money. Check out the correct
way to fertilize and treat your lawn here:
https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/
care/fertilizer/right-fertilizer-right-place.
hetml.

So much of gardening is trial and error;
what works one year won’t necessarily
work again, at least in quite the same
way. There are unexpected failures,

and wonderful, unexpected successes. A
garden, a yard, is a constantly changing
and maturing environment — it is never

finished!

Happy Valentine's Day

Fromyour friends
at The CreekLine
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Your New Smile Awaits!

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized
service and unparalleled treatment.
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Retire In style at Starling!

Our residents are unique — and so are their lives. Starling’s

senior |iving communities offer a range of retirement |i1cesty|es

that will keep you active, social and feeling right at home. “The staff are wonderful and there

are lots of activities. It feels like
Whether you’re sampling the gourmet dining options, | am at a resort — the pool is

enjoying the full-service salon or pursuing a new hobby, beautiful and big. | am happy

Starling is all about what matters: embracing life with friends, I'm here and it’s perfect for me.

- Dorothy

Family and community.

Luxury senior |iving isjust a call away.
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Nationally recognized Wolfson Children’s Hospital of Jacksonville has taken care of little hearts for decades. Our highly skilled
Terry Heart Institute team is dedicated to providing the most advanced cardiac care to our patients. We have all the needed
specialists to diagnose, treat, manage and study congenital and acquired heart conditions.

Our pediatric heart team:

v Provides comprehensive care for common and highly
complex heart conditions in children of all ages

v Takes part in cardiovascular research to improve
patient outcomes

v Offers medical, social and emotional support
for patients and families

Find out more about our expertise with Little Hearts:

email wolfsonheart@bmcjax.com
or call 904.202.8550.

© Baptist Health 2021

Specializing in:

v General, interventional and preventive cardiology

<

Comprehensive fetal cardiac imaging

<

Electrophysiology

<

Treatment of acquired heart conditions
(i.e., Kawasaki disease and cardiomyopathy)

<

Full range of cardiothoracic surgical procedures
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