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Scout Troop 333 
has its 100th 
Eagle Scout
By Debbie Atkins
mail@floridanewsline.com

Recently, Andrew Toupin became 
Scout Troop 333’s 100th Eagle Scout. 
Toupin has been a scout since first 
grade when he joined Pack 484 and 
has been actively involved ever since, 
learning valuable teamwork and lead-
ership skills along the way. 

For his Eagle project, Toupin col-
lected computers people weren’t using 
anymore, upgraded or fixed them as 
necessary, and installed software to make 
them usable again. He then worked with 
Lutheran Social Services to find teenag-
ers who are refugees and new to this 
country. Toupin gave the computers to 
the teens after holding a series of train-
ing sessions on how to use them. Luck-
ily, the training was completed prior to 
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Photo courtesy Debbie Atkins

Andrew Toupin with Troop 333’s immediate  
past Scoutmaster, Bill Kenney, and present  

Scoutmaster, Nichlas Collingwood.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

During a surprise visit to Mandarin 
High School on May 4, the Florida De-
partment of Education announced that 
history teacher James Schmitt is a 2022 
Florida Teacher of the Year state finalist. 
On hand to make the announcement 
were K-12 Public Schools Chancellor 
Jacob Oliva and Deputy Chancellor for 
Educator Quality Dr. Paul Burns. The 
2022 Florida Teacher of the Year will be 
named on July 22 in Orlando.

Schmitt is passionate about creating 
self-learners in his classroom. He created 
Teachers Teach Teachers, a learning 
community for educators across the dis-
trict. The community showcases instruc-
tional practices and coaches teachers as 
they implement new strategies. Prior to 
Schmitt joining the education profes-
sion, he served as a lieutenant in the 
United States Navy. He has a master’s 
degree in Educational Leadership from 
the University of Phoenix.

“My congratulations to James Schmitt 
as one of five 2022 Florida Teacher of 
the Year state finalists,” said Commis-
sioner of Education Richard Corcoran. 
“James’ commitment to education 
doesn’t stop at the classroom; he also ef-
fortlessly works with his fellow educators 
across the district to provide a profes-
sional learning community. His work to 
continually push his students to become 

self-learners shows a real dedication to 
education and we are proud to have Mr. 
Schmitt in our state’s education system.”

Superintendent Diana Greene of Duval 
County Public Schools said, “What is 
most impactful about Mr. Schmitt’s class-
room is the use of movement, engage-
ment strategies and thought-provoking 
discussion to get all students simultane-
ously out of their seats and learning.”

Sara Bravo, principal of Mandarin High 
School, said, “Mr. Schmitt’s classroom is 
a space of true learning and engagement; 
music plays, debates ensue, student 
voice is encouraged, and history is not 
only taught, but experienced.”

This year’s five 2022 Teacher of the Year 

state finalists were chosen from more 
than 185,000 public school teachers 
throughout the state. After each school 
district selects its teacher of the year, a 
selection committee representing teach-
ers, principals, parents and the business 
community reviews each district applica-
tion on the basis of outstanding ability 
to teach and communicate knowledge of 
the subject taught, professional develop-
ment, philosophy of teaching and out-
standing school and community service. 
The winner will also serve for one year 
as the Christa McAuliffe Ambassador for 
Education.

Visit www.floridateacherslead.org for 
more about the Florida Teacher of the Year 
program. 

Mandarin High School’s James Schmitt named 
2022 Florida Teacher of the Year finalist

Photo courtesy Florida Department of Education

Mandarin High School history teacher James Schmitt learned on May 4 that he is one of five state finalists  
for Teacher of the Year.

Rotary Club 
members serve 
in Costa Rica
By Steve Gallagher
mail@floridanewsline.com

For the last five years, the Rotary Club 
of Mandarin has provided financial 
support in Costa Rica to feed more than 
300 impoverished children and approxi-
mately 125 homeless adults on a weekly 
basis. Alajuelita is the poorest barrio in 
San Jose, Costa Rica, where the un-
employment rate is approximately 65 
percent. Ninety percent of the children 
here do not have a father figure in their 
lives and live in abject poverty. 

The Rotary Club’s support is provided 
through a non-profit, (501c3) non-
denominational Jacksonville religious 
organization called 6:8 Ministries 
(www.68ministries.net). In addition, 

Photo courtesy Major B. Harding, Jr.

B: Rotary Club of Mandarin members in Costa Rica. Rotary Club cont. on pg. 13
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www.havanamediagroup.com
904-447-5021
HAVANA MEDIA GROUP

  

  
Call Me!
  Lu Hough
  Your Digital Marketing Mentor

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Baptist Medical Center South received 
an “A” rating in the spring 2021 Leap-
frog Hospital Safety Grades, a national 
distinction recognizing achievements 
in providing the safest health care for 
patients.

“To receive an ‘A’ patient safety rating 
shows our consistent and unwavering 
approach to making sure our patients 
receive the safest, highest quality care 
in all situations,” said Hospital Presi-
dent Nicole Thomas, FACHE. “Our 
dedicated team members and physicians 
make safety their No. 1 priority each 
and every day.”

Baptist Nassau, Baptist Beaches and 
Baptist Jacksonville also received ‘A’ 
safety ratings. 

“Our health care teams are committed 
to constant monitoring and improv-
ing our patient safety standards,” said 
Elizabeth Ransom, MD, FACS, execu-
tive vice president and chief physician 
executive for Baptist Health. “Safety is 
ingrained in our culture through col-
laboration and open communication — 
which are vital in achieving the highest 
quality standards in our hospitals.”

Baptist South’s safety and quality 
protocols have been further enhanced 
since the beginning of the COVID-19 

crisis through a number of additional 
measures. Separate respiratory care units 
for COVID-19 patients, designated staff 
and equipment for COVID-19 rooms, 
and the use of advanced UV technol-
ogy for decontamination are among the 
many safety reinforcements the health 
system has implemented. 

The Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade 
assigns an A, B, C, D or F grade to hos-
pitals across the country based on their 
performance in preventing medical er-
rors, infections and other harms among 
patients in their care. Developed under 
the guidance of a national expert panel, 
the Leapfrog Hospital Safety Grade 
uses 27 measures of publicly available 
hospital safety data to assign grades to 
more than 2,700 U.S. acute-care hospi-
tals twice per year. The Hospital Safety 
Grade’s methodology is peer-reviewed 
and fully transparent, and the results are 
free to the public.

The Leapfrog Group is an independent 
national watchdog organization com-
mitted to health care quality and safety. 
The Safety Grade is a letter grade as-
signed to all general hospitals across the 
country and updated every six months, 
assessing how well the hospital prevents 
medical errors and other harms to 
patients.

Hospital earns highest 
mark for patient safety 

2 Ton 15.5 SEER Heat Pump

6/30/21.

10 year parts &10 year labor 

$3600*
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answers to the five questions above before 
the 10th of the month. Your pet could be our BFF of the month and you could win a Gift Certificate! 

Does your business cater to pets? Would you like to sponsor our contest? 
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet or sponsor the BFF contest.

This month’s contest sponsored by:
Mandarin Animal Hospital

4473 Sunbeam Road
wwww.mandarinanimalhospital.com

Breed:
 British Shorthair

Favorite Activity: 
Chasing lizards
Favorite Treat: 

Goat milk
Best Friend: 

My owners Alexandra and Stuart
How your BFF got their name: 

Named after the pet Eddie from “Frasier,” 
the American television sitcom

FBF Meet Eddie!

Best Furry Friend
of the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s 
Mystery Photo 

was the entrance 
to the Mandarin 
South Library. 

Our winner was 
Troy Kocher. 

Congratulations!

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:    

mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

Call  Rebecca Thomson 724-968-7602
to reserve your advertising space!
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with Jacksonville City Council President  
Tommy Hazouri, At Large District 3Q A&

RGSS 21-001 Coves Mandarin Newsline  Ad   4.9” x 11.75”    4C  

Nestled on the sprawling 40-acre River 

Garden campus, members of The Coves 

enjoy a lively environment that offers 

comfort, safety and maintenance-free  

living. With access to superior amenities 

and services, you can enjoy the lifestyle  

you deserve. 

Schedule your tour of The Coves today!

YOUR TIME TO SHINE

One-Bedroom Apartments  
Available Now!

no “buy-in” required

Call (904) 292.2683

You know I’m always here  with Good Neighbor 
service. But I’m also here with surprisingly great 
rates for everyone. Call me for a quote to see how 
much you can save. You might be surprised.

Like a good neighbor, State Farm is there.®
Individual premiums will vary by customer. All applicants subject to State Farm® underwriting 
requirements.

Spelling of Company Name
Phone number, Address

Coupon Expiration date (if applicable) 
Ad Copy and images

Color is not guaranteed.
Fees may apply after your 3rd proof.
This ad is property of Florida NewsLine 

and may not be reproduced in any other 
publication.

By emailing approval you accept responsibility 
of ANY error that may occur on your ad. 

This is your opportunity to catch any error made during the production of 
your ad. Local Community News, Inc.  IS NOT responsible for any error not 
marked after approval.  No adjustments will be made to invoice amount.

PLEASE REVIEW YOUR AD CAREFULLY

Mandarin NewsLine, Ponte Vedra NewsLine

Client:  
Contact: 
Ad Rep: Linda
Ad Size: 1/4

PROOF TO:
Tbuhrke@southsidedermatology.com, 
Jenelowet@comcast.net

MAR 2021 PROOF
Please approve ad or send changes by: 

2/19/21

MNL PV

Q: Do you have any public works up-
dates?
A: There are a number of things happening. 
A realignment of Orange Picker Road from 
Acronshell Way to Brady Road to change 
the two three-way intersections into a single 
four-way intersection is in the planning 
stages. There are also plans to add a side-
walk along Loretto Road from Mandarin 
Road to County Dock Road. 
We have had a number of tree planting 
projects: At Huntington Forest Park, 15 
trees were planted; Lake Mandarin Circle 
had 120 trees planted in residential right of 
way sites; Old St. Augustine Road medians 
saw the addition of more than 30 trees and 
Mandarin Road had more than 50 trees 
planted. 

Q: What is the latest on Mandarin’s 
parks?
A: The County Dock project is complete 
and now open to the public. 
Chuck Rogers Park restroom renovation 
will be completed by the end of summer. 
Additionally, Councilmember Boylan and 
I have introduced a bill to change the name 
of this park to “Rogers Park” to honor both 
father (Chuck) and son (Corky). 

The Mandarin Dog Park project is also 
combined with the road realignment im-
provement project at the corner of Orange 
Picker and Brady roads.  Design is under-
way for the road improvement project as 
well and the dog park. 

The pickleball courts at Walter Anderson 

Park are completed and open to the public.

Q: What can you tell us about the pro-
posed park behind the South Mandarin 
Library?
A: The Parks Department is developing a 
plan to create an outside learning area and 
children's playground in the space behind 
the Mandarin South Library. The project 
is in the planning stages at this point and a 
schedule is being developed. The proximity 
to the library allows for a creative space to 
be developed, while encouraging outdoor 
learning and physical activity.  The plan is 
to start improvements by the summer of 
2021.
Additionally, Daily’s wants to participate in 
the design of this park and will contribute 
funds towards equipment. There are also 
plans to rehabilitate the retention pond 
there to make it an attractive part of the 
park.

Q: When will the Mandarin Senior Cen-
ter open with programming?
A: My information is that programming 
will resume at the Mandarin Senior Center 
on Aug. 9. Also, a new Senior Center is 
now under construction on the Southside. 
The new center will offer senior program-
ming daily in a setting overlooking a recre-
ational pond. The Southside Senior Center 
is estimated to be open by the end of 2021.

Q: What is the best way for our readers 
to contact you?
A: They can email me at THazouri@coj.net 
or call (904) 255-5217.
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with Jacksonville City Council Member Michael Boylan, 
District 6Q A&with Duval County School 

Board Member Lori 
Hershey, District 7

Q A&

A I - P A M I  P r e s e n t s :
Could the Anti-Inflammatory Diet
Help With Pain?

When: June 18 from 12-1 p.m.
Cost: FREE
Register online: www.rebrand.ly/paindiet

Presented by Kayla Fisher, RDN, a dietitian
at UF Health Jacksonville.

A free online pain management webinar for adults ages 50+ 
and their caregivers on the anti-inflammatory diet and its 

potential benefit to reduce pain and inflammation in the body.

Learn more about AI-PAMI at
www.tinyurl.com/agingwithpain

Q: Do you have an update on the district’s mask policy?
A: The mask mandate will remain in place for the rest of this 
school year; however, the goal, pending any unforeseen cir-
cumstances, is to begin the upcoming school year as close to 
"normal" as possible. I anticipate masks to be optional next 
year, pending any unforeseen circumstances. 

Q: Can you give an update on the Teacher of the Year?
A: Jim Schmitt, Duval County Teacher of the Year from 
Mandarin High School, was selected as one of five finalists 
for the State of Florida Teacher of the Year. Education Chan-
cellor Jacob Oliva was present at Mandarin High School to 
announce this good news.

Q: Are there any opportunities for local businesses to 
support Mandarin schools?
A: We have several schools in District 7 that are looking for 
community partners. If you or your company would like 
to be connected with a school in District 7, which includes 
Mandarin, please let me know. Right now there are specific 
needs for partnerships for campus beautification as well as 
sponsorship for a school app. 
Also, I’d like to say “Thank you” to READ USA for host-
ing a book fair at all elementary schools in District 7 during 
May. Each student got to select three books. 

Q: What are your thoughts on the upcoming end to this 
school year?
A: The last day of school is June 3. I’d like to say “Congratu-
lations!” to all graduates from the Class of 2021. Thank you 
to all principals, teachers, staff, parents and students for 
making this school year a success. I hope everyone enjoys 
their summer! Keep reading!

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@duvalschools.org or call 
me at (904) 316-3609.

Q: Can you give an update 
on solid waste collection in 
Mandarin?
A: Many constituents are still 
dealing with missed or delayed 
yard, solid waste and recycle 
pickups and we understand the 
frustration. Since May 1, my 
office has received more than 50 
emails and more than 40 calls 
about this issue. I submitted 
an “enough is enough” letter 
to the mayor’s office requesting 
assistance. I received a response 
from Public Works Director 
John Pappas reiterating the 
challenges they are facing with 
regards to the ability to hire a 
sufficient number of employ-
ees. He said the Solid Waste 
Division has reached out to 
non-city commercial haulers to 
determine if there is an oppor-
tunity to contract for supple-
mental support. Also, the city’s 
area contract hauler has again 
increased their pay structure to 
increase their opportunity to fill 
vacancies. For more of a long-
term process improvement plan, 
the new Solid Waste Transfer 
Station is going through the 
contract phase. This will greatly 
benefit this area the most, since 
the average round trip travel 
distance for collection trucks’ 
disposal will be reduced from 

41.7 miles to 7.4 miles, which 
allows more time to actually 
collect waste rather than trans-
port waste.

Q: What can you tell us about 
the plans for the old Golden 
Corral property on San Jose 
Boulevard?
A: This is one of those times 
that happens occasionally where 
there are projects that don’t 
come to my desk because the 
property is already zoned for 
the purpose. In this case, my 
understanding is the plan is for a 
Daybreak Market, which will in-
clude a 4,800 sq. ft. convenience 
store with 20 fueling stations, as 
well as a 2,300 sq. ft. fast food 
restaurant with a drive through 
and also a car wash. 

Q: What is happening with the 
Village Inn property, which 
we discussed last month was 
proposed to become the Time 
Out Sports Bar?
A: The Planning Commission 
approved this with conditions in 
a 6 – 0 vote. I expect this decision 
to be appealed by constituents 
in the neighborhood behind the 
building. I would expect it to be 
taken up by the Land Use and 
Zoning Committee (LUZ) in July 
and then it would go on to the full 

City Council. As I understand it, 
one of the major concerns is inad-
equate parking and the possibility 
that might lead to street parking 
in the neighborhood. Also, pos-
sibly there is the ability to make a 
right turn only out of the estab-
lishment onto San Jose Boulevard 
and not use Haley Road.

Q: Do you know when the 
Mandarin Senior Center will 
reopen?
A: I believe it is still being used 
as a COVID site and occasion-
ally it hosts meetings. I don’t ex-
pect it to open and reintroduce 
its full program schedule until 
after July 1.

Q: Do you have anything else 
to share with Mandarin?
A: I have been requested by the 
Mandarin Republican Club to 
write a two-page summary of the 
City Council meetings and I do 
this every two weeks, focusing 
on what I think are priorities. If 
you would like to be added to 
the distribution list for this sum-
mary, please contact my office.

Q: What is the best way for 
our readers to contact you?
A: Community members can 
email me at MBoylan@coj.net 
or call (904) 255-5206.
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What’s Going On in Mandarin? 
A modified calendar of eventsJune

Community Calendar

Shuffleboard is played on Tuesdays 
at 9:30 a.m. at Mandarin Park. The 
courts are at the park entrance next 
to the tennis courts. Try to get there 
a few minutes early for court assign-
ments. Beginners are welcome. Just 
show up, unless it rains.

The Italian American Club of 
Jacksonville announces its Board of 
Directors meeting on June 2 at 6:30 
p.m., a General Membership meeting 
on June 13 at 1 p.m. and the popular 
Spaghetti to Go on June 25, from 5 
p.m. – 7 p.m. All activities are at the 
club building, 2838 Westberry Road. 
Visit www.iacofjacksonville.com or 
call (904) 586-2700 for more infor-
mation.

The Friends of South Mandarin 
Library will host its first sale of 
2021 on Friday, June 11 beginning 
at 10 a.m. and on Saturday, June 12 
beginning at 10 a.m. at the South 
Mandarin Library. The sale will fea-
ture a large variety of books at great 
prices, including the “World Famous” 
$10-all-you-can-fill bag of books, the 

popular $5 plastic bag and at $1 for 
four paperbacks option. The sale will 
benefit Young Readers programs at the 
library.

The Jacksonville Camera Club will 
meet at 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
June 16 at Shepherd of the Woods 
Lutheran School, 6595 Columbia 
Park Ct. in Jacksonville. Olis Garber, 
an internationally awarded Master 
Photographer, will speak on wildlife 
and nature photography. Visit jax.
jaxcameraclub.com for more informa-
tion.

The All Star Quilters Guild will meet 
at 10 a.m. on Monday, June 21 at the 
First Christian Church, 11924 San 
Jose Blvd. The program is “BOM or 
MOB,” presented by Sunnie Malesky. 
No refreshments will be served due to 
Covid 19. Bring your own mask. New 
members are welcome. Visit www.
allstarquilters.org for more informa-
tion, including options for joining the 
meeting via Zoom. Be sure to also see 
the raffle quilt under the “Service” tab.

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your 
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized 

service and unparalleled treatment.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

www.nemetzdental.com

We Welcome New Patients

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry

Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

904-906-7711  •  www.RedRoosterPM.com

Full service property management:
 • Tenant placement
 • Rent collections
 • Maintenance/repair coordination
 • Monthly accounting with reports

 • US Navy Veteran-run business, locally owned/operated
 • Serving the greater Jacksonville area since 2005
 • Member of the National Association of Residential Property  
    Managers

Eric Boyd, 
FL Lic Real 

Estate Broker

Programs for ages 2-19 - Boys & Girls
Summer Camps

Year round program for all levels of play
Multiple locations

Fun activities while learning the game

www.FloridaEliteSA.com

Florida's Number 1 
Youth Soccer Program Mandarin Community 

Club hosts blood drive

The Mandarin Community Club hosted its second community blood drive for 
2021 on April 24. Organized and operated by One Blood, the medical vans 
were located on club grounds at 12447 Mandarin Road for the event. The par-
ticipation of the Mandarin Community was greatly appreciated. Two additional 
dates have already been set for later this year. Visit www.mandarincommunity-
club.org or contact One Blood directly for more information.

Photo courtesy Lynn Cuda
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3760 Kori Road • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

Residential
 Commercial

Industrial

Affordable Water solutions for 
your home with the best customer 

service in the industry.

Call today 904-262-0197 for your 
Complimentary Water Test & Analysis.

•  Water Softners & Filtration Systems
•  Service on most makes and models
•  Delivery of Salt & Potassium for your    
    system

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

CLEAN WATER FOR YOUR HOME

Mandarin

Independent & Assisted Living
Memory Care

At HarborChase

Enjoy Your Summer

(904) 584-9806 
www.HarborChase.com

SALON & SPA  |  FITNESS CENTER
MULTIPLE RESTAURANTS

Schedule a tour today and find out 
how you can save $12,000 a year on 

spotlight apartments*!
12350 San Jose Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL 32223

*Some restrictions may apply. Must move in by 6/30/21. Limited availability.ALF# 13126

By Brian Quirk, Flaming Arrow
mail@floridanewsline.com

The combined strength of more than 125 
of dads/daughters and dads/sons traveled 
to the Spirit of the Suwannee Music Park 
to take part in the Native 
Sons and Daughters annual 
Spring Longhouse (cam-
pout). This year’s event had 
a very special meaning for 
several of the members. 

The Spring Longhouse 
features the Broken Arrow 
Ceremony, during which the 
sons or daughters gradu-
ate (break arrow) with their 
fathers. Typically, the children 
have spent four to five years 
in the program earning arrow 
heads, bear claws and other 
items based on their partici-
pation with their tribes. At 
each event, an event patch 
can be earned by both the 
child and their fathers that 
adorn their vests. 

First, either the boys or the 
girls help their fathers set up their tents, 
unload their camp firewood and set up 
their cooking stations. Then the dads pre-
pare dinner as the children visit with their 
friends or create their own fun activities.

The activities during the weekend includ-
ed the ever popular egg toss, the critter 
race, golf cart rides, bb guns, archery and 
camp site judging; however, the allure of 
the Suwannee River tugged at the children 
all day long. The dads installed a 300 
foot slip n’ slide and one after another the 
children slid down the embankment and 
into the cooling waters of the river. 

Some of the noted 
award winners 
were: the Santee 
tribe won the Best 
Native Campsite 
award. This group 
of girls showcased 
their vests, Pine-
wood Derby race 
cars, various crafts 
and had an inter-
national tipi set up 
in their campsite. 
The Pathfinders 
tribe was recog-
nized for having 
the largest show-
ing of members in 
attendance with 
two dozen of their 
group participat-
ing. Within this 
group were alumni 
Crack of Thunder, 
Big Tree and Sunfire. This group of men 
has more than 30 years combined partici-
pation with Native Sons and Daughters.

The Spring Longhouse culminates with 
the sacred fire ceremony and special 
recognition of those children who are 
graduating into the Pathfinders division. 
The Pathfinders are made up of middle 
and high school aged children who want 
to continue building life-long memories 
with their fathers. 

As many of the braves and princesses 

reluctantly packed up their gear, many 
of them were already asking when the 
next event would take place so they could 
spend additional quality time with their 
fathers. Upcoming events for the Native 

Sons and Daughters include Ray Potts 
Summer Bowling which begins on June 
13 and the August Back to School canoe 
float down the Suwannee River. Visit 
www.nsdjax.org for more information 
about this unique parent/child program.

[On a personal note, your author just 
completed his 20th year with the Timucu-
an Longhouse and has been responsible 
for bringing you, the reader, along on this 
fantastic journey. From Georgia to South 
Florida, from Daytona to Gainesville, 
from Live Oak to Amelia Island, he has at-
tempted to share all the exploits and indi-

vidual accomplishments of the thousands 
of children he has witnessed over the years. 
Alas, the time has come to lay down his 
quill and witness the majesty of the setting 
sun. Back in the fall of 2001, the simple 
words that solidified my personal desire 
to spend quality time with my Princess 
(Thundering Mountain) and my Brave 
(Growling Bear) were these, “You only 
have 18 summers to make a difference in 
your child’s life.” I have enjoyed every one 
of them and my children have made me a 
better parent.]

Native Sons and Daughters 
attend Spring Longhouse

Photos courtesy Brian Quirk

Raising the flag at the Spring Longhouse.

Slip and slide into the Suwannee River was a popular activity.
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StarlingatSanJose.com

9075 San Jose Blvd.
Jacksonville, FI 32257

904-299-8295
FIND US ON FACEBOOK

SCHEDULE
YOUR TOUR

TODAY

AT SAN JOSE
Assisted Living and Memory Care

ALF License #12887

Whole-Patient Cancer Care + Proton Therapy

Jacksonville I 904-880-5522
Amelia Island I 904-277-2700 
AckermanCancerCenter.com

We’re Here For You.
At Ackerman Cancer Center, there’s no maze to navigate. 
That’s why we make getting a second opinion so easy. In 
fact, we place a high priority on scheduling same- and 
next-day appointments, with a variety of screening 
options on-site. Not only can we provide you the second 
opinion you deserve, but we can do it as soon as you need it. 

Our team is always ready to focus on your unique needs, 
delivering specialized care with urgency and understanding. 
Call (904) 880-5522 to get a second opinion today. 

CANCER
TREATMENT 
DESERVES

A SECOND 
OPINION.

By Jeremy Yates
mail@floridanewsline.com

Jacksonville Public Library will again host 
its annual Summer Reading Program. 
The challenge, which runs from June 1 to 
July 30, is a simple one: Keep reading and 
learning all summer long! For every 15 days 
read, youth (aged birth to 17) will earn one 
free book. To help keep track of reading, 
pick up a bookmark at your local branch. 
You can even request one through curbside 
pickup.
Research shows that children, especially 
new or struggling readers, who do not 
engage in fun or educational activities 
during the summer months are more likely 
to suffer from the "summer slide" — the 
learning loss of up to two months of edu-
cational progress that takes place during the 
long break from school during the summer 
months.
However, if kids read for at least 15 minutes 
a day during the summer, more of what 
they learned in school will stick with them. 
It doesn't have to (and definitely shouldn’t) 
feel like work, though. They can just read 
things they like — whether it’s sci-fi/fan-
tasy, graphic novels, adventure, mysteries, 
science, or history. They’re making next 
school year that much easier for them and 
for you by keeping their minds and imagi-
nation engaged.
Need more motivation? Children of all ages 

(and adults) can also sign up for engaging 
and interactive programs centered around 
books. This year, you’ll be able to partici-
pate in limited in-branch programs, story 
time at select outdoor locations across the 
city, “JPL Presents” at Klutho Park, and 
tons of interactive virtual events. 
How to participate in the Youth Reading 
Challenge:
1. Read 15 minutes a day (or more)
2. Track your reading with the library’s 
reading tracker bookmark that you can pick 
up at your local library.
3. After 15 days, bring your tracker and 
library card into your local library to pick 
up your free book (many of these come 
thanks to Action News Jax anchorperson 
Tenikka Hughes’ Tenikka’s Books for Kids 
book drive)
4. Record your learning to enter into a prize 
drawing
How to sign up for programs:
Sign up for our Library Academy (for 
youth up to age 17) newsletter or Library U 
(for adults). Every week, new and exciting 
activities will be introduced to complete 
through weekly newsletters, videos on Face-
book, Instagram, and other platforms. As 
you complete the activities, you can enter 
into the prize drawings. Programs are free 
and open to everyone.

Jeremy Yates is with Jacksonville Public 
Library.

Graphic courtesy Jacksonville Public Library

It’s time for summer reading at the library!Father's Day Gifts

That Really Hum
Give Dad the Gift of Bird Feeding.

St. Johns 
450 SR 13 at Race Track Rd
904.230.3242
www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach
4138 Third St South
904.246.6832
www.jacksonvillebeach.wbu.com

Shop now for our best selection of unique nature gifts!

Shop 
In-Store 
or Online

Rubybyy-th-th-thrrroateoa d
Humummmmingbingbird
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Get to Know . . . By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Scout cont. from pg. 1

Cheryl Hartley
Cheryl Hartley, a reading 
paraprofessional at Crown 
Point Elementary, is the 
2021 – 22 Duval County 
Public Schools’ School 
Related Employee of the 
Year. She is also a member 
of the Mandarin family 
of Hartleys, as in Hart-
ley Road; her father was 
the eldest of 17 in the 
family. She was born and 
raised in Mandarin, and 
attended Loretto Elemen-
tary, Mandarin Middle and 
Mandarin High School. She 
and her 12 year old daughter 
Alexis still live in Mandarin, 
along with their rescue cat, 
Sylvestor — whom they fittingly 
rescued when he was a tiny kitten at 
the corner of Hartley Road and Old 
St. Augustine Road.

Q: How did you begin working at 
Crown Point Elementary?

A: I went back to college after my 
daughter was born. I have a bachelor’s 
degree in criminal justice and my 
intent was to pursue a career in law 
enforcement. To get my foot in the 
door with JSO (Jacksonville Sheriff’s 
Office), I took a job as a crossing 
guard at Crown Point. Two weeks 
later, I also became a cafeteria monitor 
at the school in addition to a bunch 
of odd jobs when I was not in the 
cafeteria. I learned all about the school 

this way. After about a year and a half, 
a paraprofessional position opened up 
and I took it. I love Crown Point! I 
did have to resign as a crossing guard 
at that time, but I feel like I’m still 
basically pursuing my original career 
goal, which was to work with troubled 
children and be a little shining light to 
help get them on track. I’m still help-
ing and motivating kids.

Q: What is your job today?

A: I’ve been a paraprofessional for 
about two years. Now, I am a small 
group leader for our Reading Mastery 
Program. This program helps boost 
reading levels and depending on 
the grade level, we learn sounds and 
blends (kindergarten) and work on lit-
eracy, fluency, and spelling words (first 

and second grades). I have my own 
classroom this year and teach about 40 
kids daily in 45-minute classes. I also 

do cafeteria duty, parent drop-off/
pick up, work in the office, and 

love to decorate the school. I’m 
a jack of all trades.

Q: What do you like best 
about your job?

A: My favorite part is see-
ing kids when they have 
an “aha” moment. When 
they get it, you can see it 
on their faces. That’s what 
I live for.

Q: How did you find out 
that you were the district’s 

School Related Employee of 
the Year?

A: We had three nominees 
from Crown Point and I won 

the school level, so I moved on to 
the district level. It required some 

extra paperwork and letters of recom-
mendation from my principal. One 
thing he mentioned in his letter that 
I am proud of is that when we went 
virtual last year [due to the coronavirus 
pandemic], I went door to door to 
some of our students’ homes to make 
sure they had the needed laptops and 
supplies. When I was notified by the 
district that I was one of the 10 final-
ists for the district award, I was invited 
to a banquet in April. They brought all 
the finalists up to the front and then 
announced me as the district winner. I 
was shocked.

Q: What do you like to do in your 
spare time?

A: I’m a very hands-on mom. My 
daughter and I enjoy doing art projects 
and cooking together. I also like doing 
anything outdoors, like fishing and 
four-wheeling. 

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  
Email Martie Thompson at 
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

Photo courtesy Cheryl Hartley

Cheryl Hartley

We are going above
and beyond CDC

recommendations,
to keep our

Gymnasts, Families
and Staff Safe!

Fall Registration 
has begun for the 

2021-2022 School Year

Summer Camp Registration 
ongoing ...Limited space

the Covid lockdowns last year so the teens 
had their computers during quarantine. 
Since earning his Eagle Award, Toupin has 
been appointed as his troop’s junior as-
sistant Scoutmaster, a role that hasn’t been 
filled in several years.

Of course, Toupin wouldn’t be the 100th 
scout if there hadn’t been 99 others in the 
troop before him. Troop 333 was found-
ed in the mid-1980s as the Mandarin 
area was growing rapidly. In 1987, Brad 
Williams became the troop’s first Eagle 
Scout. That same year the troop took 
its first trip to hike on the Appalachian 
Trail for a few days. The troop has made 
the trip each year since then. Even this 
past year when the troop couldn’t meet 
because of the pandemic, a few families 
from the troop went individually to parts 
of the trail to carry on the tradition. 

In addition to the Appalachian Trail 
hikes, the troop enjoys other high 
adventures. Some of their regular trips 
include canoeing on the Suwannee 
River and in the Okefenokee Swamp 
and hiking on the Florida Trail. They 
also have taken trips to two of the BSA’s 
high adventure camps — Sea Base in 
the Florida Keys and Philmont Scout 
Ranch in New Mexico.

Troop 333 meets Mondays at 7p.m. at 
the Mandarin Moose Lodge on Losco 
Road. Email scouttroop333@gmail.com 
for more information.
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Community Marketplace 
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel

Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE
& MORE

Maria Diaz-Hickman
Independent Beauty Consultant

MaryKay.com/My007beauty
904-257-6595

Call for pricing 

on our new 

Business Card 

size ads!

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.comFishing

School is out and summer is here and 
the kids need to get out of the house, 
at least for a little while. We've got 
nearby parks, ball fields, skateboard 
parks, neighborhood pools and neigh-
bors with pools, and most of all water. 
Creeks, ponds, lakes, springs, the St. 
Johns River, and the Atlantic Ocean 
are all within walking, biking, or a 
fairly quick drive, and all these bodies 
contain fish. With all this easy access 
to water, fishing is a sport, an activity, 
or even an event that the whole family 
can enjoy, especially the kids. Wherev-
er there's water, there's probably fish. 

Getting the kids out of the house and 
beginning fishing can be as simple as 
visiting a neighborhood pond. A fish-
ing pole, line, and hook and a piece of 
bread or worms is all that is needed. 
Bream, bass, and catfish are the usual 
catches, and great fun for the kids to 
catch. Not too much more is needed 
after that to fish a nearby creek, the 
river, or the beach. No boat required.

Fishing is an activity for the kids and 
family that offers much more than just 
"wetting a line.” It has been a great 
source of escape, relaxation, sport, and 
adventure for many. It is an outdoors 
experience of nature and its wonders. 
Fishing provides the chance to learn 
more about weather, tides, birds, 
animals, and the fish that inhabit our 
waters. Getting the kids out of the 
house and into fishing this summer 
could become a pastime for many 

more summers to come. It's definitely 
worth a try. 

Just a reminder that new flounder 
regulations are in effect that have 
increased the minimum size from 12 
inches to 14 inches with the daily bag 
limit being reduced from 10 fish to five 
fish. Also, a new Federal Boating Safety 
law requires that the "kill switch" be 
attached to the operator of a vessel 26-
feet or fewer when on a plane. Finally, 
on June 1, shrimping in Duval, St. 
Johns, and Clay counties will reopen.

Fishing Report: Reds on docks in Or-
ange Park areas of the river, striped bass 
in Doctor's Lake on docks and U.S. 17 
bridge. Plenty of whiting at the beach; 
many still good sized. Largemouths in 
area creeks.

Whether you catch one, some, or 
none, the family time spent fishing will 
last a lifetime.

Photo courtesy  Andrew White

Gavin White of Switzerland caught this largemouth 
bass with his father, Andy, on a recent fishing trip in 
Durbin Creek. He caught it casting a top water frog.

Market your 

business for 

only $60* 

per month
*12 ISSUE RATE
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THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE 
NOT BEEN SCREENED BY THE 
SOUTHEASTERN ADVERTISING 
PUBLISHERS ASSOCIATION 
(SAPA); Therefore, any dis-
crepancies thereof shall not 
be the responsibility of the 
aforementioned association.  
Your publisher has agreed to 
participate in this program 
and run these ads as a service 
to the Southeastern Advertis-
ing Publishers Association.

AUTOS

Donate Your Car to Veterans 
Today! Help and Support 
our Veterans. Fast - FREE 
pick up. 100% tax deduct-
ible. Call 1-800-245-0398

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR, RUNNING 
OR NOT!! FAST FREE PICKUP. 
Maximum tax deduction. Sup-
port United Breast Cancer Fdn 
programs. Your car donation 
could save a life. 855-701-6346

A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR 
BREAST CANCER! Help United 
Breast Foundation educa-
tion, prevention & support 
programs. FAST FREE PICK-
UP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX 
DEDUCTION  1-855-758-6966

CASH FOR CARS! We buy 
all cars! Junk, high-end, to-
taled – it doesn't matter! Get 
free towing and same day 
cash! NEWER MODELS too! 
Call 1-833-238-0340  (t)

DONATE YOUR C AR OR 
TRUCK TO HERITAGE FOR THE 
BLIND. Free 3 Day Vacation, 
Tax Deductible, Free Towing, 
All Paperwork Taken Care 
Of. CALL 1-855-972-5518  (m)

Donate your car, truck or van. 
Help veterans find jobs or 
start a business. Call Patriotic 
Hearts Foundation. Fast, FREE 
pick-up. Max tax-deduction. 
Operators are standing by! 
Call 1-833-909-0926   (m)

EDUCATION / INSTRUCTION

Attention Active Duty & Mili-
tary Veterans! Begin a new 
career and earn your Degree 
at CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training available 
for Veterans & Families! To 
learn more, call 833-970-3466

Train online to do medical bill-
ing! Become a Medical Office 
Professional at CTI! Get trained 
& certified to work in months! 
888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

Attention Active Duty & Mili-
tary Veterans! Begin a new 
career & earn a Degree at 
CTI! Online Computer & 
Medical training available 
for Veterans & Families! To 
learn more, call 888-449-1713

FINANCIAL

Over $10K in debt? Be debt 
free in 24-48 months. Pay 
a fraction of what you owe.  
A+ BBB rated.  Call National 
Debt Relief 866-949-0934.

ARE YOU BEHIND $10k OR 

MORE ON YOUR TAXES? Stop 
wage & bank levies, liens & 
audits, unfiled tax returns, 
payroll issues, & resolve tax 
debt FAST. Call 844-606-1554 
(Hours:  Mon-Fri 7am-5pm PST)

ATTENTION SENIORS AGES 
40-85. Low Cost Life Insur-
ance to help pay for funeral 
cost and more! GREAT Rates! 
Everyone quali f ies . Ap-
ply today at 407-960-4782.

The COVID crisis has cost us 
all something. Many have lost 
jobs and financial security. 
Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We 
can help! Get a FREE debt relief 
quote: Call 1-877-316-7129  (m)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Ex-
perts. Over $50,000,000 in time-
share debt and fees cancelled 
in 2019. Get free informational 
package and learn how to get 
rid of your timeshare! Free 
consultations. Over 450 positive 
reviews. Call 844-405-1099  (m)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ 
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness‎ 
Call 1-855-908-2440 Monday 
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST  (t)  

Fitness/Health/ Medical

Attention Viagra users: Ge-
neric 100 mg blue pills or 
Generic 20 mg yellow pills. 
Get 45 plus 5 free $99 + S/H. 
Guaranteed, no prescription 
necessary. Call 855-398-1878

Dental insurance - Physicians 
Mutual Insurance Company. 
Covers 350 procedures. Real 
insurance - not a discount 
plan. Get your free dental info 
kit! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Attention oxygen therapy 
users! Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery. Only 2.8 pounds. Free 
info kit. Call 877-929-9587

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Español

ATTENTION DIABETICS! Save 
money on diabetic sup-
plies! Convenient home 
shipping for monitors, test 
strips, insulin pumps, cath-
eters & more! To learn more, 
call  now! 87 7-810-0063

Attention: Oxygen Users!  
Gain freedom with a Portable 
Oxygen Concentrator!  No 
more heavy tanks and refills! 
Guaranteed Lowest Prices!  
Call the Oxygen Concentra-
tor Store:  844-866-4793

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 
50 Pills SPECIAL $99.00 FREE 
Shipping! 100% guaranteed. 
CALL NOW! 877-266-9827

We have Clinics STATEWIDE. 
Medical Marijuana Clinics, call 
today! Call 1-833-420-0421 

DENTAL INSURANCE from 
Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company. Coverage for 350 
plus procedures. Real dental 
insurance – NOT just a dis-
count plan. Don't wait! Call 
now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-833-424-6043 www.den-
tal50plus.com/cpf #6258    (m)

Life Alert. One press of a button 
sends help FAST, 24/7! At home 
and on the go. Mobile Pendant 
with GPS. FREE First Aid Kit 
(with subscription.) CALL 877-
354-1492 FREE Brochure.  (m)

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? 
You and Your Family May Be 
Entitled to Significant Cash 
Award. Call 1-855-635-9214 
for Information. No Risk. No 
Money Out of Pocket.  (t)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact 
design and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056  (m)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! 1-855-457-9751  (t)

INTERNET/CABLE/
SATELLITE/DISH SERVICES

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available!  Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel!  As low as 
$109.99/mo! 866-729-7823

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data   FREE Off-
Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE 
Standard Installation for 
lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-942-3256

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions ap-
ply. Call Now! 866-507-1326

EXPIRES SOON: Switch to DISH 
+ get a 2 YEAR PRICE LOCK!! 
Plus get Free Premium Chan-
nels for 3 mos. Free Installation 
(up to 6 rooms)! 866-393-1134

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-888-520-2338

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet. 
Free Installation, Smart HD DVR 
Included, Free Voice Remote. 
Some restrictions apply. Promo 
Expires 7/21/21. 1-855-977-7405

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 
1 TB of data per month. Get 
More For Your High-Speed 
Internet Thing. Ask us how 
to bundle and SAVE! Geo & 
svc restrictions apply. Call us 

today 1-877-568-5045. (m)

AT&T TV - The Best of Live & 
On-Demand On All Your Fa-
vorite Screens. CHOICE Pack-
age, 64.99/mo plus taxes for 
12months. Premium Channels 
at No Charge for One Year! 
Anytime, anywhere. Some re-
strictions apply. W/ 24-mo. 
agmt TV price higher in 2nd 
year. Regional Sports Fee up 
to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies. 
Call IVS 1-866-460-1886   (m)

Cable Price Increase Again? 
Switch To DIRECTV & Save 
+ get a $100 visa gift card! 
Get More Channels For Less 
Money. Restrictions apply. 
Call Now! 1-855-773-0527  (t)

DISH Network. $64.99 for 190 
Channels! Blazing Fast Inter-
net, $19.99/mo. (where avail-
able.) Switch & Get a FREE 
$100 Visa Gift Card. FREE Voice 
Remote. FREE HD DVR. FREE 
Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-895-7245  (m)

DISH TV $64.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed 
Internet. Free Installation, 
Smart HD DVR Included, Free 
Voice Remote. Some restric-
tions apply. Promo Expires 
7/21/21. 1-855-340-3064  (t)

Earthlink High Speed Inter-
net. As Low As $49.95/month 
(for the first 3 months.) Reli-
able High Speed Fiber Optic 
Technology. Stream Videos, 
Music and More! Call Earth-
link Today 1-877-929-1176  (m)

High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pricing, 
availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99/month! Quickly 
compare offers from top provid-
ers. Call 1-855-956-3567   (m)

HughesNet Satellite Internet 
- 25mbps starting at $49.99/
mo! Get More Data   FREE Off-
Peak Data. FAST download 
speeds. WiFi built in!  FREE 
Standard Installation for 
lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-485-4101  (m)

4G LTE Home Internet Now 
Available! Get GotW3 with 
lightning fast speeds plus 
take your service with you 
when you travel! As low as 
$109.99/mo! 1-888-708-1498  (t)

LEGAL

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a De-
nied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case manag-
ers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your 
case.  Call 1-844-408-7325 
FREE Consultation. Local At-
torneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Avoid Timeshare Cancella-
tion Scams. Consumer pro-
tection attorney will get you 
a legal low flat fee cancel-
lation for less, with a 100% 
money back guarantee. Time-

ShareBeGone has an A+BBB 
rating and 5 star reviews. To 
request a quote, call 1-800-223-
1770 or go to: outlegally.com

MISCELLANEOUS

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate to-
day. 15% off Entire Purchase. 
10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-888-927-8649

GENERAC Standby Generators 
provide backup power during 
utility power outages, so your 
home and family stay safe and 
comfortable. Prepare now. Free 
7-year extended warranty ($695 
value!). Request a free quote 
today! Call for additional terms 
and conditions. 1-833-953-0224

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a De-
nied Claim? Call Bill Gordon 
& Assoc. Our case manag-
ers simplify the process & 
work hard to help with your 
case.  Call 1-844-408-7325 
FREE Consultation. Local At-
torneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. 
EASY, ONE DAY updates! We 
specialize in safe bathing. Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers. Call for a free in-home 
consultation: 877-925-9682

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS.  
EASY, ONE DAY updates!  We 
specialize in safe bathing.  Grab 
bars, no slip flooring & seated 
showers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  877-661-6587

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 
FREE Months! 1-866-553-1696 
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun :  9:30 
am to 8:00 pm Fri :  9:30 am 
to 2:00 pm(all times Eastern)

Cross country Moving, Long 
distance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Distance Movers. Get Free 
quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-844-452-1706.

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
on Carpeting & Flooring. 
Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

ASIAN BEAUTIES WORLDWIDE 
Beautiful Asian Women Desire 
Penpals, Romance! Since 1991. 
Free Brochure. Send SASE: 
PIC, Box 4601-NN, Thousand 
Oaks, CA 91359. (805)492-
80 4 0;  www.pac is l .com

The Generac PWRcell solar plus 
battery storage system. Save 
money, reduce reliance on grid, 
prepare for outages & power 
your home. Full installation 
services. $0 down financing 
option. Request free no obli-
gation quote. 1-855-270-3785

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared 
for power outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 val-
ue!) Schedule FREE in-home 
assessment. 1-844-334-8353 
special financing if qualified.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

New authors wanted! Page 
Publishing will help self-
publish your book . Free 
author submission k i t ! 
Limited offer! 866-951-7214

!!OLD GUITARS WANTED!! 
GIBSON, FENDER,  MAR-
TIN, Etc. 1930’s to 1980’s. 
TOP DOLLAR PAID. CALL 
TOLL FREE 1-866-433-8277

BATH & SHOWER UPDATES in 
as little as ONE DAY! Afford-
able prices - No payments 
for 18 months!  Lifetime war-
ranty & professional installs. 
Senior & Military Discounts 
available.  Call: 855-761-1725

HOME BREAK-INS take less 
than 60 SECONDS. Don't wait! 
Protect your family, your home, 
your assets NOW for as little as 
70¢ a day! Call 866-409-0308

Never pay for covered home 
repairs again! Complete Care 
Home Warranty covers all major 
systems & appliances. 30-
day risk free. $200.00 off + 2 
free months! 1-866-395-2490

Update your home with beauti-
ful new blinds & shades. Free 
in-home estimates make it 
convenient to shop from home. 
Professional installation. Top 
quality - Made in the USA. 
Free consultation: 877-212-
7578. Ask about our specials!

Don’t let the stairs limit your mo-
bility! Discover the ideal solution 
for anyone who struggles on the 
stairs, is concerned about a fall 
or wants to regain access to 
their entire home. Call Ameri-
Glide today! 1-844-994-1745 (m)

GENERAC Standby Generators. 

The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared 
for power outages. FREE 7-year 
extended warranty ($695 val-
ue!) Schedule FREE in-home 
assessment. 1-844-334-8353 
special financing if qualified.

Eliminate gutter cleaning forev-
er! LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule free LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

The Generac PWRcell, a solar 
plus battery storage system. 
SAVE money, reduce your reli-
ance on the grid, prepare for 
power outages and power 
your home. Full installation 
services available. $0 Down 
Financing Option. Request a 
FREE, no obligation, quote to-
day. Call 1-855-706-0484  (m)

GENERAC Standby Genera-
tors provide backup power 
during utility power outages, 
so your home and family stay 
safe and comfortable. Prepare 
now. Free 7-year extended 
warranty ($695 value!). Re-
quest a free quote today! Call 
for additional terms and con-
ditions. 1-855-708-4101  (m)

Become a published au-
thor! Publications sold at all 
major secular & specialty 
Christian bookstores. CALL 
Christian Faith Publishing for 
your FREE author submis-
sion kit. 1-844-293-6611  (m)

Become a Published Author. 
We want to Read Your Book! 
Dorrance Publishing-Trusted 
by Authors Since 1920. Book 
manuscript submissions 
currently being reviewed. 
Comprehensive Services:  
Consultation, Production, Pro-
motion and Distribution. Call 
for your Free Author`s Guide 
1-844-218-1247 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/florida  (m)  

Eliminate gutter cleaning 
forever! LeafFilter, the most 
advanced debris-blocking 
gutter protection. Schedule a 
FREE LeafFilter estimate today. 
15% off Entire Purchase. 10% 
Senior & Military Discounts. 

Call 1-866-287-4769  (m)

Never Pay For Covered Home 
Repairs Again! Complete 
Care Home Warranty COV-
ERS ALL MAJOR SYSTEMS 
AND APPLIANCES. 30 DAY 
RISK FREE. $200.00 OFF + 2 
FREE Months! 1-833-304-2083  
Hours Mon-Thu, Sun :  9:30 
am to 8:00 pm Fri :  9:30 am to 
2:00 pm (all times Eastern).  (t)

Up to $15,000.00 of GUAR-
ANTEED Life Insurance! No 
medical exam or health ques-
tions. Cash to help pay funeral 
and other final expenses. Call 
Physicians Life Insurance 
Company- 844-721-1875 or visit 
www.Life55plus.info/flma   (m)

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS 
ON SITE provides FREE diag-
nosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE 
DURING COVID19. No home 
visit necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restrictions 
apply. 1-855-993-4172)  (t)

WANTED TO BUY

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas in-
terests. Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, CO 80201

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value 
of their service or product is 
advised by this publication. 
In order to avoid misunder-
standings, some advertis-
ers do not offer employment 
but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and 
other materials designed to 
help their clients establish 
mail order selling and other 
businesses at home. Under 
NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance 
or give the client your check-
ing, license ID, or credit card 
numbers. Also beware of ads 
that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note 
that if a credit repair company 
does business only over the 
phone it is illegal to request 
any money before delivering 
its service. All funds are based 
in US dollars. Toll free numbers 
may or may not reach Canada.

Eldersource seeking a Benefits Specialist II, 
the ideal candidate should have some Medicaid 
or Customer Services experience and must be 

proficient with Internet, Outlook,  
MS Word and Excel. Apply  
www.myeldersoure.org.

Dental Insurance

6154-0120

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-
4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: P150GA; NY: 
P150NY; OK: P150OK; TN: P150TN).

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact 
us for complete details about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-

1-866-694-6148
Call now to get this FREE Information Kit!

dental50plus.com/southern

Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance 
Company to help cover the services you’re most likely to use – 

Fillings Crowns DenturesX-raysCleanings

Prepare for unexpected 
power outages with a 
Generac home standby 
generator

FREE 7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value! 

REQUEST A FREE QUOTE!
844-334-8353

O� er valid February 15, 2021 - June 6, 2021

Special Financing Available 
Subject to Credit Approval 

*To qualify, consumers must request a quote, purchase,  
install and activate the generator with a participating dealer. 
Call for a full list of terms and conditions.   

| Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5++

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year.  *Offer valid at time of estimate only  2The leading 
consumer reporting agency conducted a 16 month outdoor test of gutter guards in 2010 and recognized LeafFilter as the “#1 rated professionally 
installed gutter guard system in America.” Manufactured in Plainwell, Michigan and processed at LMT Mercer Group in Ohio. See Representative 
for full warranty details. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354  License# 99338  License# 
128344  License# 218294  WA UBI# 603 233 977  License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  
License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447  Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# 
C127229  Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804  Registration# 13VH09953900  Registra-
tion# PA069383  Suffolk HIC  License# 52229-H  License# 2705169445 License# 262000022 License# 262000403  License# 0086990  Registration# 
H-19114

1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

BACKED BY A YEAR-ROUND 
CLOG-FREE GUARANTEE

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm,  
Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

By Steve Gallagher
mail@floridanewsline.com

On April 27, the Rotary 
Club of Mandarin pre-
sented plaques honoring 
seven educators selected by 
their peers as Teachers of 
the Year in their respective 
Mandarin schools. These 
included Rebecca Huth of 
Bartram Springs Elemen-
tary, Stephanie Boswell of 
Greenland Pines Elemen-

tary, Rachael Nunnally 
of Crown Point Elemen-
tary, Joan Vogt of Loretto 
Elementary, Margaret 
Rogero-Hastings of Man-
darin Oaks Elementary, 
Kathy Stilley of Mandarin 
Middle School, and Jim 
Schmidt of Mandarin 
High School. Schmidt was 
not only named Teacher 
of the Year at his school, 
he was also selected as 

Teacher of the Year for 
all of Duval County. All 
of the teachers expressed 
appreciation for being 
honored by the Rotary 
Club, and all spoke with 
great enthusiasm about 
their love of their chosen 
profession.

The Rotary Club of 
Mandarin is a community 
service organization that 

meets every Tuesday morn-
ing at 7:30 a.m. at the Ra-
mada Inn and Conference 
Center on Hartley Road 
in Mandarin. Members 
may attend in person or re-
motely via Zoom. Contact 
Membership Chairman 
Wes Caldwell at Wes@dan-
nagracey.com or visit man-
darinrotary.org to learn 
more about Rotary and its 
opportunities to serve.

Mandarin Rotary honors Teachers of the Year

Stephanie BoswellRachel NunnallyKathy Stilley Joan VogtJim Schmitt

Photos courtesy John P. Hart

Margaret Rogero-Hastings
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“If I were still in my house I would not be 
doing half of what I’m doing here. And I’ve 

never had so many friends in my life.”
— Resident Mary (with her dog, Jade)

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

WHAT MAKES OUR 
RESIDENTS HAPPY?

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover why you’ll be happy here at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our Life 
Plan Community o� ers a stunning natural setting 
with spacious garden apartments and villa homes and 
an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy 
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare 
services, if they should be needed.

Discover all there is to be happy about — 
call us today at (877) 280-3594

6-30-21. 6-30-21.

Brian E. Flora DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry

(904)268-0830 • www.florodental.com

Exams and Cleanings • Placing and Restoring Dental Implants 
Extractions • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges 

Veneers and Teeth Whitening  • Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation 
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.

11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

ElderSource seeks volunteers 
from Duval and St. Johns counties
By Andrea Spencer
mail@floridanewsline.com

ElderSource, a nonprofit organiza-
tion that works to empower elders and 
their caregivers to age with dignity 
and independence, is currently recruit-
ing volunteers in Duval and St. Johns 
counties to help people understand their 
Medicare benefits. Volunteers are a vital 
part of ElderSource’s SHINE program 
(Serving Health Insurance Needs of El-
ders), which helps elders make informed 
decisions about their Medicare health 
benefits and other health insurance is-
sues.

Leon King, a Duval resident living in 
Mandarin, has been a SHINE volunteer 
for two years and touts how this pro-
gram is not only important to seniors, 
but a fulfilling volunteer opportunity. 

“I enjoy guiding them through the 
many choices they have when signing 
up for Medicare,” he explained. 

King has assisted approximately 500 
people with their questions and prob-
lems about Medicare and related pro-
grams. He gets the greatest satisfaction 
finding someone that qualifies for the 
Extra Help program from Social Secu-
rity or the Medicare Savings Program 
from Medicaid.

“These programs can make a huge dif-
ference in the life of a person with low 
income,” King said.  “When I can tell 
someone that they will have an extra 
$148 in their monthly Social Security 
check because the Medicare Savings 
Program will be paying their Part B 
premium or tell someone that the Extra 
Help program will be paying for that 
prescription drug that they cannot 
afford, that makes all the training and 
effort worthwhile.”

SHINE is the only program of its kind 
that offers free and unbiased counseling 
on Medicare and health insurance is-
sues. Volunteers receive basic training on 
Medicare, Medicare Part D (prescription 
drug program), Medicare Supplement 
Insurance and Medicaid, and in turn, 
serve as counselors to their peers on how 
to understand and capitalize on these 
insurance benefits. Computer experi-
ence is helpful, but not necessary, to be 
a volunteer.

Upon completion of the training, volun-

teers provide much-needed counseling 
with seniors to secure these complicated 
health insurance benefits. 

While SHINE volunteers are very busy 
during Open Enrollment (the period 
of time from Oct. 15 to Dec. 5 when 
Medicare beneficiaries can make changes 
to their plans), they counsel people year-
round. Thousands of people turn 65 
every day, making SHINE volunteers an 
invaluable resource to the community.  

“Being a SHINE volunteer has allowed 
me to help others while working from 
home. You can spend as little or as 
much time as you wish helping people 
with problems and answering ques-
tions,” said King. “I would encourage 
anyone that enjoys learning and helping 
others to volunteer with the SHINE 
program.”

ElderSource is a nonprofit organization 
that provides information and resources 
to seniors, adults with disabilities and 
their caregivers so they can live well and 
independently. ElderSource, funded by the 
Department of Elder Affairs through state 
and federal grants, impacts the lives of 
over 12,000 seniors living in Baker, Clay, 
Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and 
Volusia counties. SHINE is a program of 
the Florida Department of Elder Affairs, 
funded through a grant from the federal 
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Ser-
vices, and operated in partnership with the 
state’s 11 area agencies on aging.

To become a SHINE Volunteer or to 
receive more information call ElderSource 
at (904) 391-6644.

Photo courtesy Eldersource

SHINE volunteer Leon King.
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Family Movie Night

Hosted by

Bring Your Blankets & Chairs To Sit
Under The Stars For A Movie Night!

DATE:  JUNE 26TH
TIME: OPEN TO THE PUBLIC AT 7PM

MOVIE STARTS AT 8PM

LOCATION: POMAR PARK
1600 MASTERS DRIVE
ST AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA 32084

The use of tobacco, nicotine products and alcoholic 
beverages are prohibited at this event.

Put A Li�le Spring
In Your Hair

Put A Li�le Spring
In Your Hair

Rotary Club members periodically visit 
Costa Rica to complete various work proj-
ects in Alajuelita and for the Living Waters 
Children’s Ranch, a residential commu-
nity providing refuge for abandoned and 
abused Costa Rican children. The support 
program is spearheaded by Mandarin Ro-
tarian Major Harding, and epitomizes the 
Rotary motto of “Service Above Self.” 

If you are interested in learning more 
about the Rotary Club and its oppor-
tunities to serve, contact membership 
chairman Wes Caldwell wes@danna-
gracey.com or visit http://mandarin-
rotary.org for more information. The 
club meets for breakfast at 7:30 a.m. 
every Tuesday morning at the Ramada 
Inn and Conference Center on Hartley 
Road in Mandarin or via Zoom.

Crown Point celebrates 
Principal Hartley

On April 30, Crown Point faculty and students took the time to thank Principal 
Brett Hartley for all he does for the school and for leading the Panthers to a bright, 
successful future. Hartley was surprised to learn that May 1 was National Principals’ 
Appreciation Day. Crown Point students and staff presented him with notes, cards, 
and some even expressed their gratitude and appreciation during the morning an-
nouncements. Cade, a second grader, announced over the intercom, “Mr. Hartley 
doesn’t yell. He is nice, fun, and cares about the kids.” He also added that Hartley 
reminds him of Mr. Lincoln from the book, “Mr. Lincoln’s Way” by Patricia Po-
lacco. When asked about his day, Hartley responded, “It was amazing!”

Spring has sprung  
at Loretto Elementary

Photo courtesy Mary J. Eyler

Photo courtesy Barbara Sims

Rotary Club cont. from pg. 1

Students in the Loretto Garden Club have started their spring vegetable garden. 
The club, run by teachers Angie Khakpour and Alex Hills, is planting purple string 
beans, broccoli, asparagus, tomatoes, cucumbers and more. The Garden Club is for 
fifth graders and has 26 members. The Garden Club is advised by Master Gardeners 
from the UF Extension office.

I’m not just a realtor, 
I am also your neighbor! 
We have buyers looking for 

homes in OUR neighborhood. 

Want to know what your home 
is worth in today’s market? 
Call me for a no-obligation 
consultation to learn your 
home’s TOP market value. 

Honesty • Integrity • Trust 
Neighborhood Expertise.

®

Jill Black
REALTOR

904-545-1167
jsblack@kw.com2950 Halcyon Lane, Jacksonville, FL 32223

®
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By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Death Valley daysTravel

Client: Jax Multispecialty Dental
Contact: Dr. Obdulia Rondon
Ad Rep: Heather
Ad Size: 1/4

Jax Multispecialty

Dental Center

904-786-9200
12276 San Jose Blvd. Ste 314

1 Normandy Blvd.
Se Habla Español

Our group of dental specialists provide expert 
care from simple to complex cases!

Dr. Dennis M. Mahan, D.M.D
• Oral Surgeon
• 3D CT
• Implants
• Sedation
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions

Dr. Eric M. Olson, D.D.S.
• Prosthodontist
• Full In-House Dental Lab
• From Single Tooth Replacement

to Full mouth Reconstruction

Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, 
D.D.S.
• Orthodontics
• Braces
• Hygiene Procedure - Teeth Cleaning 
when you are due, no need to have 2 trips 
to the dentist.

Dr. Jessica  Nixon D.M.D.
• General Dentist

Dr. Obdulia Rondon D.M.D.
• General Dentist

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
Includes cleaning & X-Ray

(D0150, D0220, D1110)

$39
EMERGENCY
EXAM &
ONE X-RAY

Your smile and investment  
deserve a second opinion.

SECOND
OPINION

DENTURE
REPAIR

Same day denture repair
in the office at an
affordable price.

Ask about our 10%
Senior Discount!

with 3D X-RAY
FREE IMPLANT

CONSULT

$500
VALUE

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D
Cone Beam Scan, for implant supported

denture, single tooth/bridge.

To determine implant fee starting at $1500.

904.786.5850
www.JRdentalcare.com

www.JaxDentalCenter.com

Working Together to Create Smiles &
Relationships for a Lifetime

$99
NEW PATIENT

SPECIAL
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Accepting new patients of all ages.

Creating Smiles & 
Relationships for a Lifetime!

PROOF TO:
obduliarondon@hotmail.com

Creating Smiles & Relationships for a Lifetime!

Accepting New Patients of All Ages

New Patient Special
$99

Comprehensive Exam
Includes cleaning & X-Ray

(D0150, D0220, D1110)

FREE

FREE

$39
EMERGENCY EXAM

&
ONE X-RAY

JRDentalCare.com

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D Cone Beam Scan, 
for implant supported denture, single tooth/bridge.

To determine implant fee starting at $1500.

Your smile and investment 
deserve a second opinion.

IMPLANT CONSULT

SECOND OPINION

with 3D X-RAY

Our group of dental specialists provide 
expert care from simple to complex cases!
• Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
• Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
• Dr. Jeannette Hanna, DMD
• Dr. Ryan Garske, DMD
 • Sydney Fowler D.M.D

At Our Specialty Center:
• Dr. Dennis Mahan, Oral Surgery
• Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
• Dr. Allison Johnston, Pediatric Dentist
• Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics

12276 San Jose Blvd. 
Ste 314904-786-9200

SHINE – Serving Health Insurance Needs of Elders – is a volunteer program 

that provides older adults and persons with disabilities free and unbiased 

counseling on their health insurance options.

ElderSource needs more SHINE volunteers! All training is completed online 

through virtual classes. This is a volunteer opportunity where you can really 

make a difference in the lives of older adults. Volunteers are wanted 

for Baker, Clay, Duval, Flagler, Nassau, St. Johns and Volusia counties.

Bilingual volunteers are needed!

To learn more call: 

904-391-6644 
Log on to 

www.Floridashine.org 
to complete the volunteer application. 

Volunteer Opportunity!
Help Older Adults Make Informed Medicare Decisions

FINANCIAL
RELATIONSHIP

CONSULTANT

Regions Bank is hiring Financial 
Relationship Consultants 
in your neighborhood!

At Regions, the Financial Relationship Consultant is responsible 
for meeting with customers and prospects both in person and 

on the phone to determine their banking and financial solutions 
goals and needs. This position offers an exciting opportunity for 
candidates with retail or sales experience that are interested in 

beginning a career in banking with opportunities for growth, 
development and upward mobility.

We are currently 
hiring for our banking 
locations in Clay, St. John’s Nassau 
and Duval Counties. Come see why 
Regions Bank has earned the Gallup Exceptional 
Workplace Award (GEWA) for seven consecutive years.

For a full description, current openings and to apply, Visit: 
https://careers.regions.com EEO/AA/Minorities/Females/Disabled/Veterans.

Comprehensive benefits offered 
coupled with competitive pay 

plus incentives.

From my younger days, I recall the televi-
sion show “Death Valley Days” and its 
sponsor, 20-Mule Team Borax. The popu-
lar series ran from 1952 – 1970, becom-
ing television’s longest-running western. 
Perhaps somewhere in my subconscious 
mind, those memories nudged me to go 
visit the place. 

Death Valley National Park, in southeast-
ern California, claims the highest recorded 
temperature on Earth (134 degrees). It re-
ceives just two inches of rain per year and 
is the largest national park in the lower 
48. I found it rugged and fascinating, but 
some areas felt eerie, lonely, and frightfully 
abandoned. 

I flew to Las Vegas, rented a car, and drove 
about two hours to Furnace Creek, the 
park hub with a visitor center and park 
ranger station. Once you pass Pahrump, 
Nevada (yes, that is an actual city), the 
rock formations start appearing among the 
desolate wilderness. 

Hotel choices are limited to the Inn at 
Death Valley, once the exclusive escape for 
Hollywood elites, or the 224-room Ranch. 
The Ranch provides a resort atmosphere 

with green lawns, a spring-fed swimming 
pool, playground area, tennis, golf course, 
riding stables, and bike rentals. Expect 
high prices in the middle of nowhere, 
but not as dear as the Inn, where 
room rates start around $500 per 
night.

No surprise, Zabriskie Point, near 
Furnace Creek, attracts visitors 
for sunrise and sunset. Variegated 
mounds called Badlands overlap 
one another while others display 
deep erosion patterns. They all 
unite, forming a mysterious grand 
vista with snow-capped peaks in 
the distance. Tip: the wind blows 
forcefully as you near the overlook. 

I drove on to Badwater Basin, the low-
est point in the states, 282 feet below sea 
level. Salt crystals form on this 200-square 
mile stretch of land that was once covered 
in water. The polygon patterns beguile and 
change with weather conditions. 

I walked out, nearly a mile, to where the 
white crystals cover the salt floor entirely. 
This 360-degree view mesmerized me, like 
spiderwebs stretching to infinity. Make the 

long walk, but be careful of the uneven 
surface. 

Driving back, I passed the entrance for the 
nine-mile Artist’s Palette loop in the Black 
Mountains on the eastern side of Death 
Valley. The colorful, majestic peaks look 
like a painter dabbed a brush across the 
surface. Another afternoon, I returned to 
see sunshine dance upon the vivid terrain. 

To photograph a sunset, I made a long, 
switch-back drive to Dante’s Peak, the 
highest point in the park. Visitors peer 
a mile down to the fringes of mystical-
looking Badwater Basin. The humbling 
mountains surround the summit and 
become a dramatic backdrop at twilight. 
I was hoping for a glorious sunset, but 
Mother Nature didn’t cooperate; however, 
I felt her ominous power of darkness on 
the 45-minute drive back. 

Another early morning, I ventured 20 

miles to the Mesquite Sand Dunes. 
Here, a wave-like stretch of sand 
formations ripples against more 
surreal mountain ranges. Walking 
proves difficult in the soft dunes, but 
the place begs for exploration. Look 

for windblown striations, strange freeform 
patterns, and small mesquite trees. 

The Harmony Borax ruins, an outdoor 
museum, brought an explanation to the 20-
mule team advertisements. The mineral was 
mined here from 1883 to 1889, but hauling 
it became too costly and the work conditions 
unbearable. 

I planned to see Ubehebe Crater, another 
highlight, but it rests 60 miles from Fur-
nace Creek. Be mindful of your gas tank; 
the only park fuel station sells petrol at 
excessively inflated prices. I loved the oth-
erworldly landscapes in Death Valley, but 
not all the driving. Visitors need to spend 
a minimum of two days to appreciate the 
curious wonders of this sunny desert.

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more of 
local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories and 
travel tips.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Sunset at Zabriskie Point.

 Dante’s Peak.
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Gardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

The vegetable garden,  
and other ponderings
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First things first: my admittedly experi-
mental sowing of fenugreek or methi, as I 
described last month, was an utter failure. 
Several possible reasons: the seed was too 
old, I soaked the seed for too long, tem-
peratures were too high, or the soil was 
too dry (even though I thought I watered 
carefully). I will try again with fresh seed 
going into the cooler weather. If anyone 
has succeeded in growing this plant, 
which is eaten in Indian cuisine both as 
a green vegetable and a spice (the seed), I 
would be delighted to hear.

In the meantime, I’m looking with 
pleasure at healthy, blooming crops of 
tomatoes, eggplant, and assorted peppers. 
Luckily, scouting for insects has turned up 
very little to worry about. Also, a new one 
for me, three tomatillo plants are full of 
flowers. I discovered that they only fruit 
well when two or more plants are grown 
together as they need to cross-pollinate. 
So far I have one small paper lantern-like 
fruit (https://tinyurl.com/danm2vjv).

I imagine my own gardening efforts are 
like most people’s; some things work 
one year and aren’t always successful the 
next. There are any number of factors to 
consider, from the uncontrollable like the 
weather to simple mistakes, like not pay-
ing attention to insects and diseases. Plus I 
think many successful gardeners will keep 
a log book of their gardening exploits — 
to keep track of what has worked in the 
past, and also where they are in applying 
fertilizer and other activities.

One thing I try to do is rotate crops 
around the vegetable beds and for this I 
do keep records of what is growing, where, 
and when. This summer the long beans 
are following winter’s brassicas; how-
ever, it’s not quite as simple as it sounds 
because a successful rotation plan depends 
on the plants’ families. For more detail 

see https://tinyurl.com/2rf899bj. There 
you will find the information you need 
to identify which crops belong in which 
plant family. Following this advice will 
help avoid a buildup of pests and diseases 
in your garden, which is what crop rota-
tion aims to achieve. 

The Shumard oak (Quercus shumardii) 
planted by the city at the front of my 
property is thriving, I’m glad to say. Its 
large, typically oak-shaped leaves are a 
beautiful shade of mid-green. It’s become 
a resting place for our neighborhood birds. 
It will soon have a few companions — 
when we’ve finally decided on a design 
for the front yard — probably yaupon 
holly (Ilex vomitoria: https://tinyurl.
com/8dz9a5zx), possibly a low-growing 
native palm (Sabal etonia: https://tinyurl.
com/2xzapesf), maybe a slender small 
tree in the blueberry family (Vaccinium 
arboreum: https://tinyurl.com/y9ptmsur). 
Trying to attract wildlife is a must for me, 
so native plants that provide shelter and 
food are important.

Speaking of wildlife, I found a host of 
aphids on a tropical milkweed plant 
(Asclepias curassavica), but there were also 
several small, slug-like creatures in among 
them. Looking online to determine what 
they were, I think they must have been 
hoverfly larvae, which eat aphids, because 
the following day I examined the plant 
to see how the aphids were doing, and 
discovered that they were no longer there. 
Further down the plant was another 
batch, but again the larvae I’d seen before 
were in among the aphids. And a day or 
two later there was no sign of either the 
aphids or the larvae. Natural pest control 
in action!

Happy summer, folks. May your gardens 
be productive and your insects beneficial.

Happy Summer 
from your friends at 

MandarinNewsLine 
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Here for your family through every stage of growing up.
Our pediatricians provide comprehensive care for  
your children, including:

• Guidance on growth and development

• Immunizations following national guidelines

• Virtual visits when possible

• Completion of school and sports forms

• Pediatric emergency care provided by Wolfson Children’s Hospital

Now accepting new pediatric patients, newborns and up.

To find a pediatrician for your 
family, call 202-4YOU or visit  

baptistjax.com/pediatricians.

© Baptist Health 2021
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