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Community Club
creates “brilliant”
new holiday tradition
for Mandarin

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Community Club will
light up the night on Friday, Dec. 4, at
the first annual Mandarin Christmas
Tree Lighting. The event at the Manda-
rin Community Club, 12447 Manda-
rin Road, will feature a brief outdoor,
socially distanced “drive-in” viewing of
the towering 21-foot tree as the switch is

Photo courtesy Mandarin Community Club
This 21-foot Frasier Fir will be lit in a new
Mandarin tradition on Dec. 4.

thrown on hundreds of tree lights. Gates
open at 6 p.m. for a view of the light-
ing at 6:30 p.m. Guests are asked to stay
inside or near their vehicles to observe
safety and social distance protocols. The
lighting event can also be viewed online.

The 21-foot Fraser Fir beauty was located
in North Carolina, selected and shipped
with the acquisition help of Liberty
Landscaping at Trads. The tree will pro-
vide holiday spectacle nightly from Dec.
4 through the New Year in the heart

of the old Mandarin Village. Seasonal
decorations at landmarks along Manda-

Community Club cont. on pg. 12
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Julington Creek Light Parad®7
signals start of holiday season

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Christmas on the Creek will light up
Julington Creek on Saturday, Dec. 5
beginning at 7 p.m. The annual event,
sponsored by the Julington Creek Prop
Club, is celebrating its 32nd year
— and Prop Club Commo-

dore Tom

Clay is extending an
invitation for St.
Johns County and
Mandarin neigh-
bors to come out
and get in the
holiday spirit.

“The event is a lot
of fun, not only for
the boaters who deco-
rate their boats, but also
for the homeowners along
the shore from Bulls Bay to the
Julington Creek/Durbin Creek
split who also decorate their
homes and docks,” Clay said.

Established in 1988, this annual event
features an estimated 35 boats, ranging

in size from 15 feet to 35 feet, decked
out in all their holiday finery. Boats
play Christmas music and people on
the boats sing and dance. Clay said it
is the second largest boat parade in the
area, after the downtown Jacksonville
event.

The parade route begins at the Marina

Puzzles

at Julington Creek, goes underneath
the Julington Creek Bridge and around
Bulls Bay (where Julington Creek

Photos courtesy Julington Creek Prop Club

“Christmas on the Creek” returns Saturday, Dec. 5 at 7 pm.

empties into the St. Johns River), then
returns under the bridge and contin-
ues down Julington Creek. Members

of the Julington Creek Prop Club are
in a boat in Bulls Bay to judge the
decorated boats as they go by, then the

judging boat follows the last boat in the

parade up the creek to judge the homes
and docks.

According to Clay, the best decorated
boat is awarded a $300 cash prize while

Holiday Contest for FREE
Golf Hall of Fame Tickets

second place gets $200 and third place
gets $100. Prizes are also awarded for
“Best Dock” along the parade route.

“The best place for spectators to view
the parade is from both sides of the
Julington Creek Bridge,” Clay said.
“We will have deputies from
the St. Johns County Sheriff’s
Office and the Jacksonville
Sheriff’s Office there for

assistance.”

There is a great deal of

planning and organization-

al work done in advance of
this event. The Prop Club
starts in October each year
contacting boaters, area mer-
chants and residents gathering
donations for the event. Annual
dues from Prop Club members
provide most of the funds re-
quired to stage Christmas on the
Creek. Clay said that last year, the
Prop Club donated excess funds to the
Jacksonville Humane Society.

The Julington Creek Prop Club is a social
organization of boaters that meets on the
second Saturday of each month at 5:30
p.m. at the Marina at Julington Creek.
All interested boaters are invited to join
the Prop Club for boating information
and fun. View the clubs Facebook page,
www.facebook.com/jcpropelub/ for more

information.

@H vy Be'a part of,obr Ghristmas Sedson. *

Christmas Eve Services: Five strvice times to chobse from: .
1pm & 3pm | Family Celebration of Christmas

N
."'. 2 . -

5pm & 7pm | Contemporary Candlelight Service
9:00pm | Traditional Candlelight Service

For reservations and info on our livestream visit our website
mandarinpres.com | 680.9944




Page 2| Mandarijl/@c%m December 2020

Premier cancer care,

close to home.

Dat Pham, MD
Medical Oncologist

Baptist MD Anderson Cancer Center welcomes Dat Pham, MD, a medical oncologist. Dr. Pham is serving patients
at the Baptist MD Anderson location at Baptist Medical Center South.

Dr. Pham is board-certified in oncology and internal medicine and has more than 18 years of experience providing care for
cancer patients. He attended the University of Florida for both his undergraduate studies and medical school. He also served as

a Professor of Medicine at the University of Florida, where he directed programs for medical oncology fellows and founded a
fellowship in hematology oncology.

Dr. Pham specializes in:

- Lung cancer « Breast cancer

« Head and neck cancer « Prostate and genitourinary cancer
 Gastrointestinal tract cancer

For more information or to schedule an appointment with Dr. Pham, ‘_“ BAPTIST MD Anderson
call 904.202.7300 or visit BaptistMDAnderson.com. GaneerCenter
Making Cancer History”

The safety of our patients and team members is our top priority. During COVID-19, we have implemented visitation restrictions and enhanced
protective measures including entryway screening of all patients, visitors and staff; universal masking, and social distancing in waiting rooms.

Baptist Health 2020

LET'S GET

HEALTHY |
TOGETHER |

AND STAY

| 6 FEET

APART

IMPROVE YOUR IMMUNE SYSTEM
REDUCE YOUR STRESS
50% OFF ONE-TIME REGISTRATION FEE
SAVE UPTO $62.50

Voted Folio’s Best of Jax 2019
Health and Fitness Center

CALL 730-2100 EXT 257 ORVISIT JCAJAX.ORG

§
j)CA JOIN MORETHANA GYM-JOINACOMMUNITY!
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The Italian American Club of Jackson-
ville announces its Board of Directors
meeting on Dec. 2 at 6:30 p.m., and a
General Membership Christmas Party on
Dec. 20 at 1 p.m. at the club building,
2838 Westberry Road. Visit www.iacof-
jacksonville.com or call (904) 586-2700

for more information.

Mandarin Community Club will host
the first annual Mandarin Christmas
Tree Lighting on Friday, Dec. 4, at the
Mandarin Community Club, 12447
Mandarin Road. Gates open at 6 p.m.
for a “drive-in” view of the lighting of

a 21-foot tree at 6:30 p.m. Guests are
asked to stay inside or near their vehicles
to observe safety and social distance
protocols.

Mandarin Museum & Historical So-
ciety will have a small gift shop opened
outside in front of the museum at 12471
Mandarin Road on Dec. 5 (weather per-
mitting) from 10 a.m. — 1 p.m. Manda-
rin Frogs, books and art prints will be for
sale utilizine COVID protocols includ-
ing social distancing, mask wearing and
available hand sanitizer. This will be in
lieu of the annual Winter Celebration,
which had to be cancelled this year; look
for the 21st annual Winter Celebration
to be held in 2021.

What's Going On in Mandarin?

A modified calendar of events

Community Calendar

ElderSource is offering free Medicare
counseling for seniors and caregivers
during Medicare Open Enrollment,
through Dec. 7. In partnership with the
Florida Department of Elder Affairs,

the Serving Health Insurance Needs of
Elders (SHINE) Program helps seniors
understand their Medicare choices and
maximize their benefits. Call (888) 242-
4464 to schedule an appointment with a
SHINE counselor today.

Jingle and Mingle Gift Extravaganza,
presented by the First Coast Women’s
Connection, will be held Dec. 8 from 11
a.m. — 1 p.m. at Bonefish Grill in Man-
darin. Guest speaker will be Ethel Lee
from Tampa. RSVP by Dec. 4 to mihae.
brown@gmail.com or (916) 662-2263.
The event is affiliated with Stonecroft,
www.stonecroft.org.

The All Star Quilt Guild will meet at
10 a.m. on Monday, Dec. 21 at the First
Christian Church, 11924 San Jose Blvd.
No refreshments will be served due to
Covid 19. Bring your own mask.

Shuffleboard at Mandarin Park is on
hold for now. Keep an eye out for the
announcement of resumption of play in a
future issue of Mandarin NewsLine.

Visit www.FloridaNewsLine.com

Accepting New Patients

SOUTHSIDE

Welcomes

Dermatology
SouthEast

Dr. Cooper

Markiza Cooper, MD

Dr. Cooper will be Located at:

14810 Old St Augustine Rd
Suite 201
Jacksonville, Florida 32258

To Make an Appointment Please Call

904-512-1899

www.DermSouthEast.com

with Duval School Board Member,
District 7 Lori Hershey

Q: Can you give us your thoughts on the
half cent sales tax referendum that was
approved by Duval County voters on Nov. 3?
A: I think it is significant that out of 99
precincts in Duval County, the referen-
dum passed in 97 of them, including
every precinct in Mandarin.

This shows the broad base of support
for an investment in our public schools
throughout our city.

Q: Do you know yet any timelines for use
of the money?

A: The district will bond the first of the
year and projects will begin by the spring
or summer. Some of the first projects
that will occur in District 7 will include
removal of portables at Mandarin High
School and an additional wing. Projects
at Mandarin Oaks, Crown Point, Loretto
elementaries will also be some of the first
to be done.

Q: Do you have an update on the Citizens
Oversight Committee?

A: This committee is organized by the
school board to oversee the projects to be
completed with funds from the referen-
dum, basically to ensure that the dollars
coming in are spent as they should be
spent. The committee will meet quarterly
and each member will serve a two-year
term. The committee consists of 21
members, including business and civic
leaders as well as a member nominated
by each school board member. I have
asked Allison Bustil to represent District
7 on the Citizens Oversight Committee.
She is a lifelong resident of Jacksonville

and attended public schools. She is an en-
gineer and currently working in the field
with an emphasis on security. Ms. Bustil
is also a parent and her children attend
school in Mandarin.

Q: What do you know at this point about
the continuation of distance learning past
the first semester of this school year?

A: The governor has indicated that he
will mandate the return of all students

to brick and mortar in January. School
districts that continue with virtual
instruction would be financially penal-
ized. The decision is not up to our school
board, as the threat of a funding loss for
each student not in the brick and mortar
classroom would be harmful to the dis-
trict. If you believe in choice options for
parents and students, I encourage you to
reach out to the governor and local state
representatives and express your concern.

Q: Do you have anything else to share
with District 77

A: A couple things. First, on Nov. 17, 1
was sworn in for my second term. I am
honored to have the privilege to continue
representing you on the school board.

Second, at the workshop in November,

I introduced a resolution to the board
regarding the relocation of the district
office from the riverfront. The location
of the board office, when it was placed
35 years ago, was next to a treatment
plant in an effort to grow the Southbank.

Lori Hershey cont. on pg. 5
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Q: Can you comment on the issues the
Duval County canvassing board, of which
you were a member, faced during the
recent election cycle?

A: We did have a couple of issues, the
first being the ability for citizens to watch
our work in real time. We did ultimately
provide a livestream. I understand the
privacy concerns that initially were
considered. Some people do put their
name or their initials on their ballot and
the canvassing board would be respon-
sible from a privacy standpoint if these
were revealed. What we were offering
was not outside the law. As I understand
it, only three counties in Florida out of
67 have online viewing of the canvassing
board. Then, the Brent Shore situation
was a little surprising. But despite these
challenges, at the end of the day, I'm
remarkably impressed with Supervisor of
Elections Mike Hogan and his staff. They
take a lot of pride in the integrity of their
office.

Q: What is the latest update you have on
the Lot J project?

A: This continues to be a focus of con-
cern for all of us. Councilman Carlucci
originally suggested that a third party re-
view the proposal, but it was changed to
sending it to the Downtown Investment
Authority for review. While I appreciate
their ability to do a credible job, I still
think a third party, truly independent
company, retained by the city council,
would be in the best interest of the com-
munity for the sake of optics if nothing
else.

Q: Have you been able to attend any
Mandarin events lately?
A: On Sunday, Nov. 15, I attended the

Lori Hershey cont. from pg. 4

Over the years, things have changed and
development is now happening in the
area, so this resolution seems like good
timing. The board has never had a formal
conversation about moving.

This resolution will be voted on Dec.1.

A workshop would then be held in the
spring. The district owns the land and the
building. It is the goal to be able to make
the potential move with proceeds from
the sale of the current property.

Q: How can our readers contact you?
A: They can email me at HersheyL@

duvalschools.org or call me at (904) 316-
3609.
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with Jacksonville City Council Member,
District 6, Michael Boylan

75th anniversary celebration of the Man-
darin Garden Club. I'd like to recognize
Laura Miller, McGlade Holloway and
‘Wanda Bosworth for their hard work and
also Emily Lisska, who wrote a decade-
by-decade narrative of life in Mandarin,
which was presented by Sandra Varner.
This event was nicely attended.

Q: Do you have anything else you're
working on that you can share?

A: One big thing relates to Deep Bot-
tom Creek, which runs roughly from the
Walmart area and through north Man-
darin before it empties into the St. Johns
River. Over the last 40 years, homeown-
ers near the basin of this creek have dealt
with sediment flow that makes it impos-
sible to enjoy the basin area. I recently
walked the affected area with represen-
tatives from the St. Johns River Water
Management District and the city’s Pub-
lic Works Department and Department
of Environmental Protection as we try to
determine what is causing this sediment
and how to deal with it. Some think the
building of the Buckman Bridge or In-
terstate 295 or even the Walmart and its
parking lot contributed. We are hoping to
get some funding to be able to dredge the
basin to make it navigable for small boats
and enjoyable for homeowners again.

Finally, I'd like to convey my best wishes
to all Mandarin families for a safe and
secure holiday season as we look forward
to 2021.

Q: What is the best way for our readers to
contact you?

A: Community members can email me
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.

e
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Cliff and Dolly Newton celebrated their 50th anniversary on November 14th, 2020. They have two
sons, Braxton and Brent, both living in Jacksonville. The Mandarn residents met at Stetson University
in 1965. Cliff was Commander of Sigma Nu Fraternity. Dolly was Head Cheerleader of the Hatter squad
and Pledge Trainer for Alpha Xi Delta Sorority. They were married in Eustis, Florida in 1970 while Cliff
was completing his J.D. degree at the University of Florida College of Law. Dolly was teaching in Lake
County, Florida and later in Putnam and Duval. Cliff is still a practicing attorney at Newton & Newton,
PA. in Mandarin. He was born in Jacksonville and graduated from Englewood High School in 1965.
Dolly Morehead grew up in Verona, New Jersey and graduated in 1964 from Eustis High School in
Lake County.

The couple began a now-permanent enthusiasm for international travel in 1972. After an overland
trip, they went on a 400 passenger Norwegian ship for a two-week cruise around Scandinavia. They
have traveled on small ships only ever since. The Newtons continue to visit, hear from, and cruise
with people they have been so fortunate to get to know over the years. Five Norwegians they met on
that original trip were the first to stay with them here in Jacksonville. Possibly the timing could have
been better- it was 1983, Braxton was 2 at the time and Brent was only 3 months old! Tihe boys be-
gan their overseas travel early while attending The Bolles School and later the University of Florida.
Many Gator caps and T-shirts then found owners around the world.

Dolly and Cliff have been able to visit the homes of now long-time friends from Norway and the UK.
to as far south as South Africa and Australia. It has been one "HECK" of a
HALF-CENTURY!! To be continued ..
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FYI Contact Numbers

Duval County School Board
(www.duvalschools.org)

District 7: Lori Hershey, hersheyl@duvalschools.org, (904)
390-2375

State of Florida Elected Officials
Governor Ron DeSantis, (850) 488-7146

State House District 16: Representative Jason Fischer,

Duval County Local Government (coj.net)
Sheriff's Office: Sheriff Mike Williams,

(904) 630-2120

Patrol Zone 3: Assistant Chief Paul Restivo,
(904) 630-8100

Property Appraiser: Jerry Holland,
jholland@coj.net; (904) 630-20M

Supervisor of Elections: Mike Hogan, (850) 717-5016
mhogan@coj.net, (904) 630-1414 State Senate District 4: Senator Aaron Bean,
Tax Collector: Jim Overton, (904) 757-5039

taxcollector@coj.net, (904) 630-1916
Clerk of Court: Ronnie Fussell, (904) 255-2000

Jacksonville City Council

District 6: Michael Boylan,
MBoylan@coj.net, (904) 255-5206
At Large, District 3: Tommy Hazouri,

thazouri@coj.net, (904) 255-5217
. J

Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress District 4: Representative
John Rutherford, (202) 225-2501

U.S. Senate:
Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041
Senator Rick Scott, (202) 224-5274
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Briefs

River Garden Foundation chief development
officer announces retirement

Kathy Osterer, a 22-year veteran of River
Garden, has announced her plans to retire
at the end of 2020.

“River Garden will always be so important
to me and I am very proud of all that we
have accomplished together. I could not
have asked for finer people to have worked
with,” Osterer said in a letter to past Gala
Chairs. “This will give me the opportunity
to work on my mental health, improve on
my physical health, and to take time to
count the many blessings that I have in my

life.”

Osterer has been involved with the River
Garden Foundation since 1993, when
she joined the first Gala committee. In
1995, Osterer
chaired the
Foundation
Gala that
brought the
late comedian
Alan King

to town. In
1998, she
formally
accepted the
position as foundation director, and later
advanced to chief development officer. The
Foundation has raised millions of dollars
and thousands of friends in support of
River Garden and its mission to the com-
munity during Osterer’s tenure as chief
development officer.

Photo courtesy River Garden

Kathy Osterer

“It has been a privilege working with
Kathy over these last 22 years,” said River
Garden CEO Martin Goetz. “Kathy is

a passionate advocate for River Garden’s
mission, vision and values and we are now
a better and more financially secure care

community because of her.”

River Garden has begun a search for Os-

terer’s successor.

Bolles Head of School elected to board of
directors

The Florida Council of Independent
Schools has elected Bolles President and
Head of
School Tyler
J. Hodges

to its board
of directors.
Hodges joins
a board of
five officers
and 12 direc-
tors who are
elected by
their peers.
Florida Council of Independent Schools
membership includes 145 schools serving
more than 72,000 students around Florida
— from Pensacola to Key Largo. The
board elected Hodges to the group during
the organization’s virtual annual meeting

on Nov. 5.

Photo courtesy The Bolles School

Tyler J. Hodges

“We are fortunate to have Tyler Hodges

as a member of our board,” said Florida
Council of Independent Schools Execu-
tive Director Barbara H. Hodges Ed.D.
“This confirms his standing as a valued
member of the Florida family of indepen-
dent school leaders and we look forward to
working with him.”

Hodges' first official Florida Council of In-
dependent Schools board meeting will be
Sept. 23 — 24, 2021 in Tampa. As part of
his new leadership responsibilities, Hodges
will serve on accreditation visitation teams
during the school year and participate on
board committees.
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Ivene Sosa Seda, MDD,

4727 Sunbeam Rd..
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Bilingual
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Jacksonville FLL 32257
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Editorial

Mandarin Museum & Historical
Society invites you to become
involved with Mandarin’s history

By Sandy Arpen

mail@floridanewsline.com

The Mandarin Museum & Historical
Society invites all individuals, families
and businesses to become supportive
members and volunteers of this excit-
ing and growing organization. This
volunteer-led nonprofit has existed
for 30 years due to the generosity of

community members’ time, talent and
financial support. It has grown from

a very small museum in the current
office of the Mandarin Community Club
building to an organization that manages
five historic buildings and the Mandarin
Museum.

The mission of the group is: “Mandarin
Museum & Historical Society shares the
stories of Mandarin’s history, culture and
natural resources by providing engaging
programs that educate, entertain and
inspire.”

Being a Mandarin Museum & Historical
Society member and/or volunteer will
give you the satisfaction and pride

Mandarin
Community
Club honors
veterans

The Mandarin Community Club
held its annual Wreath-laying
Ceremony in honor of Veterans Day |
on Sunday, Nov. 8. A highlight of
this year's event was University of
North Florida professor/musician JB
Scott, who performed patriot music
and “Taps.” The ceremony was held
at the Veterans Monument located
within the Billard Commemorative
Park on Brady Road. The monument
is the only one of its kind in Man-
darin.

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & Historical Society

of being part of a team of people who
cherish the history of Mandarin and the
people and events that were here be-

fore our time. Check out the Mandarin
Museum & Historical Society website
for a description of member benefits as
well as volunteer opportunities and a safe
and easy way to sign-up on-line: www.
mandarinmuseum.net/join or call (904)
268-0784 for more information.

Sandy Arpen is a volunteer ar the Manda-
rin Museum and Historical Society. The
Mandarin Museum is located at 11964
Mandarin Road in Walter Jones Historical
Park.

Photo courtesy Lynn Cuda

Prudential Financial Planning Services

Financial Planner

32207
904-313-4553

Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC

CA Insurance License Number 0E93910
701 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL,

Comprehensive Financial Planning

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco),
doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client agreement.
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agent of issuing insurance companies. 1008115-00002-00
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For Better Hearing

Dr. Leslie A. Staverman
Audiologist/Owner

It's not a hearing problem,
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+ FREE Consultation

« Risk-Free 60-Day Free Trial -
Try it at home, work and play!

Call 904-262-5550 Today!
Offer good through 12/31/20

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com

12276 San Jose Blvd - Suite #710




Handy guide to solid waste collection

in Mandarin

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

The City of Jacksonville has detailed
information about solid waste collection
on its website, https://myjax.custhelp.
com/, which is your connection to all city
services and information. You can submit
a request for service, check the status of
your request, or find answers to city-
related questions.

Here are some of the highlights regarding

residential collection of solid waste:

¢ Visit the Residential Waste Collection
Schedule lookup page (https://myjax.
custhelp.com/app/hauler) to obtain the
schedule for your specific address.

Garbage and yard waste are collected
weekly.

* Household bulk collection varies by
service area.

* Recycling is collected every other week.

* Tires and appliances are collected only
by request.

* Household hazardous waste cannot be
collected curbside. Residents may take
items to the city's Household Hazardous

Waste Facility, 2675 Commonwealth Ave.

Place all items curbside no later than 6
a.m. on collection day, and no earlier
than 5 p.m. the day prior.

Remove empty receptacles by 6 a.m. the
day after collection.

Items set out for collection must be
visible, accessible, and placed three feet
away from obstructions such as vehicles,
mailboxes, fire hydrants, and utilities.

Garbage, yard waste and recycling must
be kept separate.

Place items within five feet of the curb/
edge of pavement.

Sometimes, waste gets left behind.
Typically, waste isn't collected because it
doesn't meet service standards. Common
mistakes include:

* Jtems not set out by 6 a.m.

* Materials are not separated by type;
garbage cannot be mixed with recycling
and/or yard waste.

P ¢ rohibited items set out for collection.
* Excess size, weight and/or amount.

¢ Automated collection carts are filled
over capacity (lids aren’t shut tight) or are
placed too close to an obstruction.

Household garbage and bulk: Bulk
items include furniture, mattresses,

rolled carpet/padding, fencing, plywood,
treated/painted wood, and non-recyclable
glass (such as mirrors). Glass must be
wrapped and taped. Extra garbage is not
considered bulk and needs to be collected
on the next regularly scheduled collection
day

Yard waste: Yard waste set out for col-
lection must be completely natural and
vegetative. Do not mix yard waste with
garbage, lumber, fencing, recycling or
bulk materials.

¢ No manufactured wood material, such
as plywood.

* No treated or painted wood, such as
fencing or landscape timbers.

* Five cubic yard limit per week —

Solid waste collection cont. on pg. 11
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companies to save you $$$

Insurance

Benefits-Commercial Auto

NEW LOOK
INSURANCE LLC

KEFFIMG YL THSLRED EVERY STEF OF THE WA

v/ Family-Homeowners-Auto Boat Condo-Life

v Businesses-Commercial Liability-Employee

Call Today for
Your Quote
& Save $$$

v Your Independent agency with more than 12 years experience
v/ We shop your coverage through many top rated

Visit www.newlookinsurance.com for an online quote
Or Speak with one of our qualified agents at 904.727.0107

Fall Classes have started!

Our #1 Priority: Your Children!
Classes are exciting and motivating!

g We are exceeding
£ CDC cleaning
o guidelines in
j w f’ - orderto keep
tarjig 1 our Starlight
e Family” safe!

Back Handspring Clinics
Fun Fridays + Home School Classes

~ HolidayCamp:
12/2112/23,9-3, 12/24, 912,
12/28-12/30, 9-3, 12/319-12

Returning Gymnast's Special:
1/2 Price Registration Fee Thru Dec. 31

(904) 260-4866

www.starlightgymnastics.com
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Sne
s Wonderful

Throughout December <

We invite you to get in the holiday spirit with a visit to
the Windsor Pointe Welcome Center. Enjoy festive
decorations and holiday treats as you learn about

the wonderful life coming soon to Jacksonville.

B 5N

"
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Receive a special holiday gift from our home to yours!

A Residence of Legend Senior Living®
WindsorPointeJAX.com

14333-26 Beach Blvd, Jacksonville

Windsor Pointe

VIBRANT INDEPENDENT LIVING

TWO STATE-OF-THE-ART LOCATIONS

ST JOHNS

111 Doctors Village Dr - Race Track Rd

ORTHODONTISTS

=
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ST AUGUSTINE

22 5t Johns Medical Park - U5-1

e

3yc invisalign
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Adults and Children

-2 904.79.SMILE (797.6453)
Contact Us for a FREE initial exam!

www.smilesbyGHortho.com
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Chiropractic Care

Pediatric Chiropractic

Injuries & Accidents
Back, Neck & Joint Pain
Massage Therapy

Acupuncture

Cold Laser Therapy
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Dr. Christopher Railing
serving the area since 2011

BOLD CITY

BEST

—2020-

THANK YOU

FOR VOTING US THE

Senior Living/Assisted
Living Community
In Northeast Florida

AB .
X2 Westminster

Woods

on Julington Creek

www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org
25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
(877) 280-3594

Active Living | Assisted Living
Skilled Nursing | Rehabilitation

Launching “Seven Habits" at Crown Point

By Mary J. Eyler
mail@floridanewsline.com

This is Crown Point’s second year launch-
ing the “Seven Habits of Highly Effective
People.” Students have been learning that
everyone can be a leader.

At Crown Point, several action teams
have been established, tracking systems
for academics and attendance are put
in place, and class and personal mission
statements are posted on walls through-
out the school.

Everyone is involved; from Kindergarten
to fifth grade, students are learning to be
responsible, plan ahead, work hard, and
how to win. The students are learning
how to help others win, be good listeners,
work together, and find their amazing
talent in everything they do in order to
grow physically and mentally.

The Leader in Me Program is reinforced

Grocery store
celebrates veterans at
grand opening

Winn-Dixie unveiled its new store in
Mandarin on Wednesday, Nov. 11 with a
ribbon cutting ceremony at 7:30 a.m. at
the store, located in the Mandarin South
Shopping Center. The new store features
a wide range of specialty food selections

Photo courtesy Mary J. Eyler
Mural representing the Seven Habits at Crown Point
Elementary School.

daily through academics and non-aca-
demic activities. Students are inspired and
encouraged to set meaningful academic
goals and to celebrate their accomplish-
ments. The curriculum focuses on the
whole person and is creating an environ-
ment where everyone feels loved, valued,
and most of all appreciated.

Mary J. Eyler is an inclusion teacher at
Crown Point Elementary

Photo courtesy Winn-Dixie

for various dietary preferences, including an expanded offering of organic, natural
and gluten-free options and a new farm-fresh produce department. In recognition of
Veterans Day, the new Mandarin Winn-Dixie held three check presentations to local
community partners during the grand opening celebration. Pictured is the $5,000
check donation to local veteran organization American Legion Mandarin “Fallen

Heroes” Post 372.

ACADEMICS +
BOARDING + MUSIC
+ ARTS + SPORTS

There are many pluses
to a Bolles education.

Bolles.org

BOLLES

ALL THINGS POSSIBLE

Pre-K through Grade 12, Day & Boarding School




travel - pantry raiders - gardening
fishing - entertainment - puzzles

Get to Know ...

Interested in being featured?
Email Martie Thompson at
editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

editor@floridanewsline.com

Byron and Marsha Peacock have been
married for 36 years and were together
for seven years before that, so they say
they've been a couple for 43 years —
but Marsha Peacock says they actually
met much earlier, when they were both
elementary school students at South
San Jose Elementary (now Kings Trail
Elementary). “He doesn’t remember
me,” Marsha said, “but I remember
him as the only kid with a crew cut.”
Today, they live on a unique two-and-a-
half acre parcel of land in the middle of
Mandarin, perfect for these two nature
lovers. They share their home with their
two daughters, one an accountant at
Nemours and one a junior at the Uni-
versity of North Florida. They are both
active Rotarians with the Rotary Club
of Northeast Florida.

Q: How did you begin dating?

Marsha: We met for the second time at
age 16, the summer before our senior
year, at the bus stop for the summer
school program at Mayport Marine
Science Center.

Byron: She was fascinated by a slimy
sea slug I had on the bus and I thought,
any girl who wants to look at sea slugs
is someone I could get along with! So,
we began dating and dated all through
college. I started off at Stetson and she
went to the University of Florida, but I
eventually transferred to UE We took
five years to graduate, but both earned
two bachelor’s degrees. [Bachelor of
Science degrees in Botany and Natural
Resource Conservation for her; Bach-
elor of Science degrees in Botany and
Wildlife Ecology for him.]

Q: What was your first job?

Byron: After we graduated, we needed
jobs; we said we needed someone to
pay for us to walk around in the woods

Get to Know . ..

By Martie Thompson

and identify animals and
plants! I found a job with
the city’s bioenvironmental
services.

Marsha: I took a job as a horticulturist
at Regency Square Mall. But eventually I
wanted to do something different, so one
day I was looking at the want ads in the
newspaper and saw an ad for an ecolo-
gist/botanist. It was for a brand new start
up company, Environmental Services. As
part of my interview I had to go in the
woods with the interviewer and identify
plants. I made sure that my husband
came along too — and we both ended up
getting hired.

Byron: The timing was perfect for this
start up company. The state had just
passed the Warren Henderson Act in
1984 to protect the state’s wetlands and
now required permits for development
projects, so they needed botanists to
identify plants on the properties. It was
exactly the job we were looking for.

Q: What is your job now?

Byron: I had never been interested in
starting my own business, but so many
people encouraged me to do it. So 15
years ago I did and I have been busy all

the time ever since.

Marsha: Byron and I are both Certified
Professional Wetlands Scientists and
while he is out in the field, I tend to work
more behind the scenes in our business.

Q: Tell us about your unique home.
Marsha: I actually found this piece of
property when I was working back in

the ‘80s. It had a one acre upland island
surrounded by wetlands. The entire two-
and-a-half acre property was eventually
sold by the developer of the nearby sub-
division as an estate lot and we were able
to buy it. It took five years for us to build

Photo courtesy Marsha Peacock
Byron and Marsha Peacock

our home as we did what we could as
we saved up the money. We built our
home on that high spot, far from the
street and removed very few trees.

Byron: A typical home has about 10
percent windows, but ours has 25 per-
cent windows, because we want to feel
like we are living right in the woods.
We see all kinds of wildlife — turkeys,
barred owls, raccoons, box turtles, deer.
We've even seen otters.

Q: What do you like about being a
Rotarian?

Byron: We are now part of the Rotary
Club of Northeast Florida and mem-
bers of the Duval Dinner Team within
that club. Originally we were part of a
different club, but found that when we
had to close the club building for six
months for renovations, we liked not
being part of a brick and mortar club.
We'd rather spend our money on chari-
table service projects than maintaining

a building.

Marsha: We like being able to do the
service projects that Rotary is known
for. Due to COVID, there have been
fewer projects, but this year we have
collected books for the USO, col-
lected pet food for the Clay County
Pet Shelter and collected t-shirts for
Rethreaded. We have also recently been
able to resume our dinner meetings,
observing CDC protocols. The Duval
Dinner Team of the Rotary Club of
Northeast Florida meets at 6 p.m. on
Tuesday evenings at the Athenian Owl
on Baymeadows Road.
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Another honor
for “Dr. Bill”

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Mandarin resident Dr. William Bosworth
was honored by the Duval County Medi-
cal Society at its 2020 Annual Meeting in
October. A lifetime member of the Medi-
cal Society, Dr. Bosworth was presented
with the group’s Community Service
Award which recognizes outstanding
volunteer efforts of Duval County Medi-
cal Society members outside of Society-
sponsored activities.

Dr. Bosworth,
or “Dr. Bill”

as he is af-
fectionately
known, epito-
mizes what you
would expect
from someone
in the health-
care profession.
At age 85, Dr.
Bosworth is
soon to be a
fully retired physician — but over the last
46 years, he has served his community
and nation in many ways outside of just
medicine.

Photo courtesy Duval County Medical Society
Dr. William Bosworth

A graduate of University of Health Ser-
vices in Kansas City, Mo., Dr. Bosworth
served in the United States Navy, retiring
from the United States Naval Reserve as a
Captain. He served in the Navy 23 years
prior to his retirement and then volun-
teered monthly for no pay for the next

17 years.

Dr. Bosworth has been an active Rotarian
for almost 45 years. He was a founding
member of both the Mandarin Rotary
Club and San Jose Rotary Club. He is

a 10-time Paul Harris Fellow, an honor
bestowed by The Rotary Foundation. Ad-
ditionally, Dr. Bosworth was a member
of the Duval County School Board, and
has served The Freedom Foundation of
Valley Forge, the Sons of the American
Revolution, Mandarin Presbyterian
Church, and many other organizations.

Most of all, patients of Dr. Bosworth
know they can call upon him when
needed, and not just during normal
working hours.

® Roofing
) = e Roof Repairs
Professional Quality e
at the Best Price Contracts
e Painting

Call Today For a Reroof Estimate!
904-223-6068

JV-0003133961-01

Roof Maintenance

KEEP YOUR ROOF
IN PRIME CONDITION |

e |nsurance Claims

Leak Detection Specialist
Concrete and Paver
Cleaning & Maintenance

[
e Chimney Repairs
[}
[}

Chimney Cap Replacement

— —

Financing
Available

=
We can rodent proof the <
exterior of your home

74 6th Street South, Suite 104 @ Jacksonville Beach, FL 32250

904-223-6068 ® KandDRoofing.com

CCC1325852 CBC1258249
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CLUES ACROSS
1. Opposite of west
5. __ Caesar, comedian

8. Helps little firms
11. A way to censor

13. Expresses atomic and molecular

weights

14. Chalcedony

15. Type of sword

16. A corporation’s first offer to sell
stock to the public

17. Attired

18. A sequence of winding turns

20. Pal

21. Expresses pleasure

22. Amendable

25. Clear

30. A way to cut off

31. Indigenous Thai person

32. Pale brownish yellow color

33. Aquatic plants genus

38. Bravo! Bravo! Bravo!

41. Merchants

43. Fix a chair

45. Throws into disorganization
48. Famed German composer

49. Keyboard key

50. Oral polio vaccine developer
55. Partner to pain

56. Where golfers start

57. Jenny __: weight loss program
59. Sailing dinghy

60. Suffix that forms adjectives
61. Speeds at which music is played
62. Body part

63. Fall back

64. Ancient Greek sophist

CLUES DOWN

1. One point south of due east

2. Wings

3. One point south of southeast
4. The shirts on our backs

5. One who works on the seas
6. Select jury

7. Small intestines parts

8. Plant of the heath family

9. Extrasolar planet

10. Creates more of

12. Before

14. Forms over a cut

19. Runs down

23. Exercise regimen __-bo

24. Unkeyed

25. Principle underlying the
universe

26. Corpuscle count (abbr.)

27. Residue

28. Company that rings receipts
29. Rugged mountain range

34. Commercials

35. NY footballer

36. They

37. Soviet Socialist Republic

39. Poked holes in the ground

40. Pitchers

41. Your

42. Diana __, singer

44. Tmportant document for inventors
45. Bangladesh capital

46. Fluid that flows in the veins of
Greek gods

47. Famed daguerreotype photographer
48. Where military personnel work
51. Play a role

52. La __ Tar Pits, Hollywood

53. Unstressed-stressed

54. Type of palm tree

58. Judo garments

OO+ A0 - x@X %
ABCDEFGHIJKL
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Determine the

(Hint: 22 = E)

Solve the code to discover words related to a party.
Each number corresponds to a letter.

9 16 3 25 2 9

26 22 14 22 4 3 23 22

18 4 6 22 16 15 9

25 12 3 5 13 3 23 16 22
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AMESOVNEIMroOO=E=EMTMZ2NNrOVOHZ
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- =Z=oo<Cc<<rrHom<-vuvmcm

SEXOTMI>PDPUWOCLNHODTTU<SUVLMIXHDI
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ENTERTRINING WORD SEARCH

L WG KF XV MB Z F D
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Find the words hidden vertically, horizontally, diagonally, and backwards.
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WORDS

AMBIANCE
APPETIZER
CATERING
CELEBRATE
COCKTAILS
DECOR
DINNER
ENTERTAIN
EVENING
EXCITEMENT
FAVOR
GUEST
HOLIDAY
HOSTESS
LEFTOVERS
MENU
PARTY
PLAYLIST

SETTING
SILVERWARE
VENUE
WELCOME

traffic officers

River City Science Academy thanks

Photos courtesy River City Science Academy

Jacksonville Sheriff’s Office sergeants doing traffic management got a surprise from
the kindergarten classes at River City Science Academy’s Mandarin Campus. These
classes prepared thank you cards for Sergeant Gray and Sergeant Allen — and dis-
cussed the safety and traffic management of busy Old St. Augustine Road outside of

the school.

It’s why I'm here.

Jim Register, Agent

12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL 32223

Bus: 904-268-5522 Fax: 904-
262-7999 jim@jimregister.com

1706812

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company
State Farm Fire and Casualty Company

Your home and car are more than just things.
They're where you make your memories — and
they deserve the right protection. | get it. It's
why I'm here. LET’S TALK TODAY.

oo StateFarm'

Bloomington, IL

Community Marketplace

Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

ONCRETE Family Remodeling
WORKS Contractors
Catering to the needs of the Homeowner Bath, Kitchen & ADA
o Drlyeways U Co.ncrete Remova}l Remodeling
* Patios  Driveway Extension
* Walkways o Pavers FLA License Building Contrator
Longevity Since 1980
FREE ESTIMATES rongey
838-1836 A+ BBB

Call Today for Free Decorative
Trim with Driveway Job!

. 904-732-1870

State Lic # CBC 1258441

SNIP,S TREE & STUMP SERVICE

Tree Preservation - Plant Health Care - Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch

ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.
FL-5456A — LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

=
_ - Rebecca Thomson
- Marketing & Sales
_ ﬁ ] 724-968-7602 cell
Rebecca@FloridaNewsline.com

We offer

Fictitious
Name

Advertisement



THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE NOT
BEEN SCREENED BY THE SOUTH-
EASTERN ADVERTISING PUBLISHERS
ASSOCIATION (SAPA); Therefore,
any discrepancies thereof shall
not be the responsibility of the
aforementioned association. Your
publisher has agreed to participate
in this program and run these ads
as a service to the Southeastern
Advertising Publishers Association.

Reader Advisory: The National
Trade Association we belong to
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value of
their service or product is advised
by this publication. In order to
avoid misunderstandings, some
advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the readers
with manuals, directories and other
materials designed to help their
clients establish mail order selling
and other businesses at home.
Under NO circumstance should you
send any money in advance or give
the client your checking, license ID,
or credit card numbers. Also beware
of ads that claim to guarantee loans
regardless of credit and note that
if a credit repair company does
business only over the phone it is
illegal to request any money before
delivering its service. All funds are
based in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach Canada.

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes
across the USA! Place your ad in
over 140 community newspapers,
with circulation totaling over 10
million homes. Contact Indepen-
dent Free Papers of America IFPA
at danielleburnett-ifpa@live.
com or visit our website cadne-
tads.com for more information

AUTOS WANTED

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002
and Newer! Any Condition. Run-
ning or Not. Competitive Offer!
Free Towing! We're Nationwide!
Call Now: 1-888-416-2330.

A-1DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST
CANCER! Help United Breast Foun-
dation education, prevention &
support programs. FAST FREE
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX
DEDUCTION 1-855-758-6966 (t)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled - it
doesn't matter! Get free towing
and same day cash! NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-833-238-0340 (t)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK TO
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible,
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken
Care Of. CALL 1-855-972-5518 (m)

Donate your car, truck or van. Help
veterans find jobs or start a busi-
ness. Call Patriotic Hearts Founda-
tion. Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-
deduction. Operators are standing
by! Call 1-833-909-0926 (m)

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! All
Makes/Models 2002-2019! Any
Condition. Running or Not. Top $$$
Paid! Free Towing! We're Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

BUSINESS OPPORTUNITIES

MAKE MONEY ONLINE!! Be-
come Financially Free!
Visit: JRMackcapital.com

HEALTH & MEDICAL

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility
withthe compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free
information kit! Call 855-727-9628

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! High-quality recharge-
able Nano hearing aids priced
90% less than competitors.
Nearly invisible! 45-day money
back guarantee! 844-357-4008

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 50
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00
FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT
just a discount plan. Don't wait!
Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the
details! 1-833-424-6043 www.
dental50plus.com/cpf #6258 (m)

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one
FREE! High-quality rechargeable
Nano hearing aids priced 90%
less than competitors. Nearly
invisible! 45-day money back
guarantee! 1-877-378-1415 ()

Life Alert. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST, 24/7! At
home and on the go. Mobile
Pendant with GPS. FREE First
Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure. (m)

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You
and Your Family May Be Entitled
to Significant Cash Award. Call
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket. (t)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator
May Be Covered by Medicare!
Reclaim independence and
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056 (m)

Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500
off, including a free toilet, and

a lifetime warranty on the tub
and installation! Call us at
1-877-583-3563 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/cpf (m)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! 1-855-457-9751 (t)

We have Clinics STATEWIDE.
Medical Marijuana Clinics,
call today! Call 1-833-420-0421

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS!
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7
CALLNOW! 888-889-5515

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO
ACCIDENT? Let us fight for you!
Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a
FREE consultation! 1-888-409-1261

The COVID crisis has cost us
all something. Many have lost
jobs and financial security. Have
$10K In Debt? Credit Cards.
Medical Bills. Car Loans. Call
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! We
can help! Get a FREE debt relief
quote: Call 1-877-316-7129 (m)

SAVE YOUR HOME! Are you behind
paying your MORTGAGE? Denied
a Loan Modification? Is the bank
threatening foreclosure? CALL
Homeowner's Relief Line now
for Help 1-855-282-4732 Mon-Fri:
8:00 am to 8:00 pm Sat: 8:00 am
to0 1:00 pm (all times Pacific) (t)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC.
Timeshare Cancellation Experts.
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare
debt and fees cancelled in 2019,
Get free informational pack-
age and learn how to get rid
of your timeshare! Free con-
sultations. Over 450 positive
reviews. Call 844-405-1099 (m)

Do you owe $10,000+ to the IRS or
State in back taxes? Get tax relief
now! We'll fight for you! (800)887-
5731 - (Mon-Fri 10am-8pm EST).

INSTRUCTION

Get your copy of the best
book of herbal remedies prob-
ably ever written. For more
details email James at james.
floyd@floydjackson.com

Computer & IT training program!
Train to become Computer &
Help Desk Professional! Grants
& scholarships for qualified ap-
plicants on certain programs.
888-449-1713 (M-F 8-6 ET)

Train online to do medical bill-
ing! Become a Medical Office
Professional at CTI! Get trained
& certified to work in months!
888-572-6790. (M-F 8-6 ET)

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO
ACCIDENT? Let us fight for you!
Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a
FREE consultation! 844-997-0591

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-888-927-8649

Recently diagnosed with LUNG
CANCER and 60+ years old? Call
now! You and your family may
be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT
CASH AWARD. Call 844-791-6012
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE!
Compare 20 A-rated insur-
ances companies. Get a quote
within minutes. Average sav-
ings of $444/year! Call 855-993-
0514! (M-F 8am-8pm Central)

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190
Channels! Blazing Fast Internet,
$19.99/mo. (where available.)
Switch & Get a FREE $100 Visa
Gift Card. FREE Voice Remote. FREE
HD DVR. FREE Streaming on ALL
Devices. Call today! 1-855-419-7188

Donate your car, truck or van.
Help veterans find jobs or start
a business. Call Patriotic Hearts
Foundation. Fast, FREE pick-up.
Max tax-deduction. Operators are
standing by! Call 1-844-982-2392

Become a published author!
Publications sold at all major
secular & specialty Christian
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith
Publishing for your FREE author
submission kit. 1-877-484-4025

HughesNet Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo!
Get More Data FREE Off-Peak
Data. FAST download speeds.
WiFi built in! FREE Standard
Installation for lease customers!
Limited Time, Call 1-855-942-3256

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company.
Coverage for 350 plus procedures.
Real dental insurance - NOT just
a discount plan. Do not wait!
Call now! Get your FREE Dental
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-866-694-6148 www.den-
tal50plus.com/southern #6258

DIAGNOSED WITH LUNG CAN-
CER? You may qualify for a sub-
stantial cash award - even with

smoking history. NO obligation!
We've recovered millions. Let
us help!! Call 24/7, 855-331-4660

than competitors. Nearly in-
visible! 45-day money back
guarantee! 833-669-5806

DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on
your favorite device. Restrictions
apply. Call IVS - 1-877-666-2821

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpre-
dictable. Be prepared for power
outages. FREE 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!) Schedule
your FREE in-home assessment
today. Call 1-833-953-0224 Special
financing for qualified customers.

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO
ACCIDENT? Let us fight for you!
Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a
FREE consultation! 1-888-409-1261

Thinking about installing a new
shower? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design con-
sultation. Enjoy your shower
again! Call 1-844-254-8510 to-
day to see how you can save
$1,000 on installation, or visit
www.newshowerdeal.com/sapa

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages
50 to 80). No medical exam.
Affordable premiums never in-
crease. Benefits never decrease.
Policy will only be canceled for
non-payment. 1-866-915-2530

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE
shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! 1-866-863-0142.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your reliance
on the grid, prepare for power
outages and power your home.
Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-855-913-2156

Applying for Social Security Dis-
ability or Appealing a Denied
Claim? Call Bill Gordon & Assoc.
Our case managers simplify the
process & work hard to help
with your case. Call 1-844-408-
7325 FREE Consultation. Local
Attorneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420
N St NW, Washington DC. Office:
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Con-
dition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer.

Nationwide Free Pick Up!
Call Now: 1-800-864-5960.

GENERAC Standby Generators.
The weather is increasingly
unpredictable. Be prepared for
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!)
Schedule your FREE in-home
assessment today. Call 1-855-
708-4101. Special financing
for qualified customers. (m)

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system. SAVE
money, reduce your reliance on
the grid, prepare for power out-
ages and power your home. Full
installation services available.
$0 Down Financing Option. Re-
quest a FREE, no obligation, quote
today. Call 1-855-706-0484 (m)

Thinking about installing a new
shower? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design con-
sultation. Enjoy your shower
again! Call 1-844-230-0741 today
to see how you can save $1,000
on installation, or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/flmedia (m)

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1
TB of data per month. Get More
For Your High-Speed Internet
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply.
Call us today 1-877-568-5045. (m)

Services - Pay As You Go - As
low as $750-$1500 - Get Legal
Help Now! Call 1-844-415-4092
Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm PST (t)

Two great new offers from AT&T
Wireless! Ask how to get the Next
Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T's
Buy one, Give One. While supplies
last! CALL1-866-565-8452 or www.
freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Stay in your home longer with
an American Standard Walk-In
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500
off, including a free toilet, and
a lifetime warranty on the tub
and installation! Call us at
1-855-481-3969 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/national

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-402-0373

Cross country Moving, Long
distance Moving Company,
out of state move $799 Long
Distance Movers. Get Free
quote on your Long dis-
tance move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate
on Carpeting & Flooring.
Call Today! 1-855-404-2366

DIRECTV - Every live football game,
every Sunday - anywhere - on
your favorite device. Restrictions
apply. Call VS - 1-855-781-1565

AT&T TV - The Best of Live &
On-Demand On All Your Favorite
Screens. CHOICE Package, 64.99/
mo plus taxes for 12months. Pre-
mium Channels at No Charge for
One Year! Anytime, anywhere.
Some restrictions apply. W/ 24-
mo. agmt TV price higher in 2nd
year. Regional Sports Fee up
to $8.49/mo. is extra & applies.
Call IVS 1-866-460-1886  (m)

Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular
& specialty Christian bookstores.
CALL Christian Faith Publish-
ing for your FREE author sub-
mission kit. 1-844-293-6611 (m)

New authors wanted! Page Pub-
lishing will help self-publish your
book. Free author submission
kit! Limited offer! 866-951-7214

Dish TV $59.99 190 channels
+ $14.95 high speed internet.

Free Install, smart HD DVR
& voice remote. Restric-
tions apply. 1-833-872-2545.

Attention oxygen therapy users! In-
ogen One G4 is capable of full 24/7
oxygen delivery. Only 2.8 pounds.
Free info kit. Call 877-929-9587

Directv Now. No Satellite.
$40/mo 65 Channels. Stream
news, live events, sports & on
demand titles. No contract/
commitment. 1-866-825-6523

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. 1 TB of
data/mo. Ask how to bundle
& SAVE! Geo & svc restric-
tions apply. 1-888-796-8850

Life Alert. One press of a button
sends help fast, 24/7! At home &
on the go. Mobile Pendant w/GPS.
Free first aid kit with subscrip-
tion. 877-537-8817 free brochure.

Protect your home w/home se-
curity monitored by ADT. Starting
at $27.99/mo. Get free equip-
ment bundle including keypad,
motion sensor, wireless door &
windows sensors. 833-719-1073

Dental insurance - Physicians Mu-
tual Insurance Company. Covers
350 procedures. Real insurance
-nota discount plan. Get your free
dental info kit! 1-888-623-3036
www.dental50plus.com/58 #6258

Eliminate gutter cleaning for-
ever! LeafFilter, most advanced
debris-blocking protection.
Schedule free estimate. 15% off
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

The Generac PWRcell solar
plus battery storage system.
Save money, reduce reliance
on grid, prepare for outages
& power your home. Full in-
stallation services. $0 down fi-
nancing option. Request free no
obligation quote. 1-855-270-3785

Generac generators. Weather is
increasingly unpredictable. Be
prepared for power outages. Free
7-yr ext warranty. Schedule free
in-home assessment 1-844-334-
8353, Special financing if qualified.

HughesNet Satellite Internet -
Finally, no hard data limits! Call
Today for speeds up to 25mbps
as low as $59.99/mo! $75 gift
card, terms apply.1-844-863-4478

Thinking about installing a new
shower? American Standard
makes it easy. Free design
consult.1-888-674-3005 today
to see how to save $1,000 on
installation or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/display

Hearing aids! Bogo free! High-
quality rechargeable Nano
hearing aids priced 90% less

Become a Published Author. We
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance
Publishing-Trusted by Authors
Since 1920. Book manuscript
submissions currently being
reviewed. Comprehensive Ser-
vices: Consultation, Production,
Promotion and Distribution. Call
for your Free Author’s Guide
1-844-218-1247 or visit http://
dorranceinfo.com/florida (m)

DISH Network, $59.99 for190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch &
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card.
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR.
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices.
Call today! 1-855-895-7245 (m)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet. Free Installation, Smart
HD DVR Included, Free Voice
Remote. Some restrictions
apply. 1-855-340-3064 (t)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As
Low As $14.95/month (for the first
3 months.) Reliable High Speed
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream
Videos, Music and More! Call
Earthlink Today 1-877-929-1176 (m)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever!
LeafFilter, the most advanced
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter
estimate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-866-287-4769 (m)

Guaranteed Life Insurance! (Ages
5010 80). No medical exam. Afford-
able premiums never increase.
Benefits never decrease. Policy
will only be cancelled for non-
payment. 1-833-946-2478 (t)

High-Speed Internet. We in-
stantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best
service for your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99/month! Quickly
compare offers from top provid-
ers. Call 1-855-956-3567 (m)

HughesNet Satellite Internet -
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo!
Get More Data FREE Off-Peak
Data. FAST download speeds. WiFi
built in! FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited
Time, Call 1-855-485-4101 (m)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get
Fresh Start or Forgivenessi
Call 1-855-908-2440 Monday
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST (t)

4G LTE Home Internet Now Avail-
able! Get GotW3 with lightning
fast speeds plus take your service
with you when you travel! As low
as $109.99/mo!1-888-708-1498 (t)

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS
ON SITE provides FREE diag-
nosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE
DURING COVID19. No home
visit necessary. $40 OFF with
coupon 86407! Restrictions
apply. 1-855-993-4172) (t)

Need Help with Family Law?
Can't Afford a $5000 Retainer?
https://www.familycourtdirect.
com/?network=1 Low Cost Legal

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+
Get Fresh Start or Forgiveness
Call 1-877-378-1182 Monday
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST

Thinking about installing a new
shower? American Standard
makes it easy. FREE design con-
sultation. Enjoy your shower
again! Call 1-855-337-8855 today
to see how you can save $1,000
on installation, or visit www.
newshowerdeal.com/cadnet

GENERAC Standby Generators. The
weather is increasingly unpre-
dictable. Be prepared for power
outages. FREE 7-year extended
warranty ($695 value!) Schedule
your FREE in-home assessment
today. Call 1-855-447-6780 Special
financing for qualified customers.

The Generac PWRcell, a solar
plus battery storage system.
SAVE money, reduce your reliance
on the grid, prepare for power
outages and power your home.
Full installation services avail-
able. $0 Down Financing Option.
Request a FREE, no obligation,
quote today. Call 1-866-586-7248

Create a new holiday tradition
with The Amazing Snowman! You
can make it snow ANYWHERE,
even indoors! Get your Amaz-
ing Snowman TODAY! www.
AmazingSnowman.com promo
code SM100 gives you $100 off!

DISH Network $59.99 For 190
Channels! Add High Speed In-
ternet for ONLY $19.95/month.
Call Today for $100 Gift Card!
Best Value & Technology. FREE
Installation. Call 1-855-837-
9146 (some restrictions apply)

SATELLITETV

DISH TV - Over 190 Channels
Now ONLY $59.99/mo! 2yr price
guarantee, FREE Installation!
Save HUNDREDS over Cable and
DIRECTV. Add Internet as low
as $14.95/mo! 1-855-977-7405

TIMESHARE CANCELLATION

Avoid Timeshare Cancellation
Scams. Consumer protection
attorney will get you a legal low
flat fee cancellation for less, with
a 100% money back guarantee.
TimeShareBeGone has an A+BBB
rating and 5 star reviews. To
request a quote, call 1-800-223-
1770 or go to: outlegally.com

WANTED TO BUY

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled - it
doesn't matter! Get free towing
and same day cash! NEWER
MODELS too! Call 1-866-508-8362.

Wants to purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas in-
terests. Send details to P.0.
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201
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LOCAL JOB MARKETPLACE!

Florida Newsline’s Job Finder
Job Finder listing are complimentary for our valued advertisers!

FT/PT Licensed Therapist
to work with children at
EPIC Behavioral Healthcare
in St. Augustine, FL. Must
be able to work in schools,
office or via telehealth. Must
be licensed therapist in
Florida. Email hr@epicbh.org.

Experienced Groomer need-
ed for Mandarin Veterinary
Clinic. Must groom cats and
dogs of all sizes. Supply your
own tools. 50% Commis-
sion. Apply at 11587 San Jose
Boulevard. 904-268-8880

il

o i

We need YOU to be our
Neighborhood Reporter!

Send in your articles and article ideas!

Email editor@floridanewsline.com

Prepare for unexpected
power outages with a
Generac home standby

generator

SCHEDULE YOUR FREE IN-HOME
ASSESSMENT TODAY!

833-953-0224

FRE

Special Financing Available
Subject to Credit Approval

7-Year Extended Warranty*
A $695 Value!
Offer valid August 24, 2020 - December 31, 2020

GENERAC
 ——— |

| —

*Terms & Conditions Apply

Satellite Internet That is Unlimited
With No Hard Data Limits!

+ 25 Mbps Download Speed

25mbps download and 3mbps upload!

'y

fp— —a

+ No Hard Data Limits* ...
 Wi-Fi Built-In

Internet

Connect your wireless devices at home

 Call For Special Offers In Your Area

Pricing varies by region

CALLTODAY - LIMITED SPECIAL OFFERS IN YOUR AREA!

1-855-973-9254

HughesNetsa regisered trademark of Hughes Network Systems, LLC, an EchoStar Company.
2 Ifyou exceed your monthiy plan data,you will experience reduced data speeds until the tartofyournext iling period. Reduced speeds will typically be inthe range of 13 Mbps and may cause
Websites toload more slowy or affect the prformance o cetain activiies such asvideo streaming orlarge downloads/uploads.

Hugheshet

LTI

Leaf:

GUTTER
PROTECTION

@ CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

150k

YOUR ENTIRE
PURCHASE*

Filter

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING,

OR YOUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEED!

%

OFF

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

1-855-995-2490

%
OFF

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!™

Promo Number: 285 mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-Spm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 1035795 DOPL #10783658-
5501 License# 7656 License# 50145 License# 41354 License# 99338 License# 128344 License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986 License#
2106212946 Licenset# 2705132153A License# LEAFFNWB22JZ License#t WV056912 License# WC-20998-H17 Nassau HIC License# H01067000 Registrationi

176447 HIC.

C127230 366920918

10649905 C127229
tration# 13VH09953900 Registration# PA069383 Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H

PC6475 IR731804 Regis-

Dental Insurance

Get dental insurance from Physicians Mutual Insurance Company to help
cover the services you're most likely to use -

\/Cleaninqs \/X-rays
1-877-308-2834

\/FiIIinqs

Call now +o gezl-ﬂ\is FREE Information KiH

dental50plus.com/cadnet

\/Crowns

-

\/Dentures

=

Product not available in all states. Acceptance guaranteed for one insurance policy/certificate of this type. Contact us for complete details
about this insurance solicitation. This specific offer is not available in CO, NY; call 1-888-799-4433 or respond for similar offer. Certificate
C250A (ID: C250E; PA: C250Q); Insurance Policy P150 (GA: PI5S0GA; NY: PISONY; OK: P1500K; TN: P1SOTN).

6154-0120

Solid waste collection cont. from pg.7

roughly 30, 32-gallon garbage bags or
what would fit in the bed of a standard

pickup truck.

* Limbs, logs and stumps must be five
feet or less in length and less than six

inches in diameter.

* No single item or container can weigh

more than 40 pounds.

* It is unlawful for a hired contractor to
leave tree debris for the city to collect.

[Ord. Sec. 380.2006]

Appliances and tires: Appliances and
tires may be picked up curbside under the

following conditions:

* Must schedule collection in advance by

opening a request.

* Appliance doors should be securely
closed or detached, with food and other

materials removed.

e Tire collection is limited to four stan-
dard vehicle tires, with or without rims.

Visit coj.net and hitps://myjax.custhelp.com/

for more information.
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like home for
the holidays!

%Wiﬂd Buds Unlinitod SI 0 0 F F
$60

$20 OFF
$100

*Valid only at the participating
stores listed. One discount per
purchase. Offer not valid on
previous purchases, Optics, Daily
Savings Club Memberships or sale
items. Cannot be combined with
other coupons/discounts. Offer
valid 12/1/20 through 12/24/20

NL1
Jax Beach

4138 Third Street South

(between Trader Joes and Staples)
(904) 246-6832
www.wbu.com/jacksonvillebeach

Wild Birds Unlimited at Julington Creek
450 State Road 13 N, Suite 108

St. Johns, FL 32259

(904) 230-3242
www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Our dealers bring in new
and unique items daily!

Sugar Bear Antiques Mall

www.sugarbearmall.com

‘Celebrate

WORLD GOLF

HALL
Here’s your chance to give your of

favorite local business a shoutout in Sl E

Mandarin NewsLine and you could
win two free tickets to the World Golf Hall of Fame!

\\ /,.

Walk among legends and experience golf like never before! The
World Golf Hall of Fame celebrates the history of the game
and the legacies of its 160 members through artifacts, personal
memorabilia, photography, video and interactive exhibitions.

To enter, send an email to:
mail@floridanewsline.com and include:
1)Name of your favorite local business

{ . 2Whyitisyourfavorite .}
24 T

(7%
Drawing to be held Dec. 15,2020 and winner will be notified via email. Results will be announced in

our January issue. Tickets include admission to the World Golf Hall of Fame for two consecutive days
and one shot at the Challenge Hole, a replica of the 17th hole at TPC Sawgrass.

r--------------------------------------
v

Photos courtesy Chick-fil-A

Festive event to bring community
together for holidays

A special way to celebrate the holiday season is to bring your family and friends to
Chick-fil-A Mandarin for its Christmas Tree Lane event. Now through Saturday,

Jan. 2, attendees may walk through a beautiful collection of 20 — 25 Christmas trees,
cach decorated by 13 different schools from Duval and North St. Johns County, the
Mandarin Community Club, and local businesses. The trees will be lit each night,
Monday through Saturday, from dusk until 9:30 p.m. The team at Chick-fil-A Man-
darin has made sure to make this as COVID-safe as possible — the event is spacious,
outdoors, and in a fenced-in perimeter with the help of Lowe’s at Oldfield Crossing.
Mandarin native Dr. Eric Gillis, the restaurant’s owner and operator, said, “We are
excited to invite the Mandarin community out to this special outdoor Christmas sea-
son event. We hope it’s something our community will look forward to in the years to
follow.”

Community Club cont. from pg. 1

rin Road will be repeated again this year as
part of the club’s project and the commu-
nity is urged to “Bring on the Light” with
luminaries in their neighborhoods and at
their homes. All of Mandarin is encour-
aged to participate in luminaria on Dec. 4
to kick off the holiday season.

with
Christmas
Worship

A" Are Welcome Mandarin Community Club President

Susie Scott said, “It’s the start of a tradition
and a wonderful opportunity for com-
munity unity. We need it right now. Other
Jacksonville communities and neighbor-
hoods are known for holiday traditions
and events, and the club’s board agreed
2020 is the year to start a Mandarin tradi-
tion.”

Shepherd of the Woods
Lutheran Church & School

6595 Columbia Park Court
Jacksonville 32258
Drive-In Services 4pm & 6pm
on a beautiful 40-acre venue.
Celebrate, Worship and Sing safely
in your own car.

7860 Southside Blvd
Jacksonville 32256
Drive-In Services 5pm, 7pm & 9pm
Indoor Service 11pm*
*Masks & Social Distancing Required

Christmas Day Service
at 9:30am Drive-In Only

Club board member Brett Nolan suggested
the tree lighting as part of an active holiday
weekend that would normally include the
Winter Celebration at the Walter Jones
Historic Park (which will not be held this
year) and the Julington Creek Boat Parade
(which will be held on Saturday, Dec. 5
beginning at 7 p.m.) As the force behind
the club’s seasonal decorations up and
down Mandarin Road, Nolan agreed to
spearhead the search for the perfect tree for
the club’s first tree event .

Club representatives admit the club’s
treasury has suffered this year with major
financial losses due to the pandemic.

In September, board members voted to
personally sponsor the Tree Lighting event
and donations have made the event and
holiday decorations possible along Manda-

Drive-In worship offered weekly | " Roxd

at both locations! “Every board member stepped up to
personally support the purchase of a large
fresh outdoor tree and the other costs asso-
ciated with this first annual tree lighting,”
said Scott. More than one anonymous

donor also stepped forward.

For More Information

www.sotwjax.com
904-641-8385
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Loretto Happenings
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Gifted class eats bugs
The culminating activity at the end of a unit learning about insects involved eating
bugs. Kimberly Niebauer, the gifted teacher, surprised her students (after secretly tell-
ing all of their parents ahead of time) with a bag of cooked, dehydrated, and salted
mixed bugs. The pack of bugs included grasshoppers, house crickets, field crickets, silk-
worms, and sago worms. The teacher eased the students’ minds by saying, “You have a
fixed mindset that bugs are gross. You need a growth mindset. People all over the world
eat insects. This is how they get their protein.” Niebauer led by example and ate the
first one. Soon, the students tried them with comments that ranged from “Yummy,”
“Tastes good,” to “Tastes like peanuts...sunflower seeds...” to “Tastes like nothing.”
Most students were bold enough to eat more than one.

Fifth graders create “Literacy Pumpkins”

Fifth graders were recently given an optional extra credit pumpkin project: they were

tasked with turning a fake pumpkin into their favorite book or book character. The

literacy pumpkins were set up in the media center to allow all of the fifth grade classes P O S I T I v E L Y
to walk through for a pumpkin parade and view them.

Principal Kristie Kemp retires

After serving as principal at Loretto Elementary School for six years, and Duval County
Public Schools for 32 years total, Kristie Kemp has retired. The faculty, staff, parents,
and students will miss her dearly.

Safely tucked away on 40 acres in Mandarin

is a special place that many people call home,

including Betty & Ernest Barnes. The couple
have not been apart since their first grade
class nearly 82 years ago. The latest chapter
in their life story is set at The Coves on River
Garden’s highly-rated campus. Here, they

can access a continuum of care befitting their

lifetime of love.
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WOKTHEFUZN.COM
11105 San Jose Blvd

Limited time Offer. Not valid on delivery. Must present coupon. Not valid with other discounts.

wokthefuzn.com
11105 San Jose Blvd  904-541-8989

$39 $99

] EMERGENCY EXAM Comprehensive Exam
Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD _ & Includes cleaning & X-Ray
Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD Dr. Dennis Mahan, Oral Surgery ONE X-RAY (D0150, D0220, D1110)

Dr. Jeannette Hanna, DMD Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
Dr. Ryan Garske, DMD Dr. Allison Johnston, Pediatric Dentist FREE IMPLANT CONSULT
Sydney Fowler D.M.D Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D Cone Beam Scan,
for implant supported denture, single tooth/bridge.
To determine implant fee starting at $1500.

y ‘ FREE SECOND OPINION

Your smile and investment
Accepting New Patients of All Ages deserve a second opinion.
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Travel to Europe isn't happening this
holiday season, but you might want to
contemplate plans for future years. The
outdoor Christmas Markets in Germany
enticed me in 2019, and I am so glad I
went.

The winter markets harken back to the
13th century and bring all the delights
associated with Christmas: Old World

Stuttgart Germany's Christmas Markets

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

figures in a large rotating pyramid. Unlike
Egyptian pyramids, German Christmas
pyramids are circular, descending wooden
tiered platforms that rotate by burning
candles. Smaller versions of these become
cherished annual centerpieces in German
homes. They showcase the nativity family
and animals and other figures (shepherds,
wise men) associated with the manger.
The big one in the center of the city mes-

aromas of roasting
chestnuts, the taste of
sweet and spicy gin-
gerbread, the sounds
of Yuletide carols, the
sight of colorful lights,
and the interaction of
people in good cheer.
The little shops feature |
old-fashioned wooden
toys, nutcracker
characters, seasonal
decorations, and tree
ornaments. Many of
them are exquisitely hand-carved while
the less expensive varieties are machine
manufactured. Traditional German food
and drink await in abundant supply.

I began exploring Stuttgart’s downtown
market bustling with nearly 300 wooden
booths. Their roofs were covered with
3-D figures and designs, often animated
characters, and festooned with lots of
fresh greenery (no artificial garland).
Each booth is filled with goodies, often
strung from beam to beam and hanging
from the ceiling.

Of course, a massive Christmas tree
shimmered with hundreds of lights, but
I was attracted to the life-size Nativity

merized me.

Marketgoers stop
to drink Glithwein
(hot mulled wine,

1 served in a mug)

*1 along with sau-
sages, pretzels, nuts,
or sweets. It felt like
eating at a fair, but
some people dine
in the downtown
Esslingen Market restaurants.

A holiday light
show included typical Yuletide music and
dancing designs and floodlit models of a
Mercedes and Porsche; after all, Stuttgart
is home to those automakers.

After sunset, I rode a commuter train
about 10 miles to reach Ludwigsburg, a
smaller town with around 100,000 resi-
dents. Ludwigsburg presents a Baroque
Christmas Market. A walk through the
modern downtown, illuminated by an
angel theme, soon brought me to the
holiday market. A glittery angel hovered
above the stalls bustling with local fami-
lies and shoppers.

I heard singing, the sweet sound of chil-
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dren’s voices, and
followed it until I
came to an outdoor
stage. I listened to
elementary-aged
students perform a
medley of holiday
songs, mostly in
German, except
Jingle Bells in Eng-
lish. Equally heart-
warming was the
delighted faces of
parents and grandparents beaming with
pride and love. As I stood there, I felt the
spirit of Christmas rekindled, spreading
like a warm glow. I smiled and thought,
“This is what it’s all about.”

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

Stuttgart Shop

costumes demonstrating and selling their
classic crafts. Blacksmiths, glass blow-
ers, woodcarvers, and minstrels engage
the crowds. A midway of traditional fair
games called for participation. I kept
running into jugglers,
fire eaters, and crowd
performers. A special
children’s area even fits
in a small ferris wheel
and kid-sized games. A

The next evening,
I took the train

a bit farther to
historic Esslingen.
Picturesque is an

understatement; whole pig was roast-
Esslingen lies on ing on a spit. The
the Neckar River, Medieval Market was

and nearly every
building remains

a half-timbered
architectural gem.

I immediately fell
under the spell of
this colorful town,
looking as if it were
frozen in time.

alive and oh so much
fun, by far the favorite
market of my trip.

The Stuttgart Christ-
mas markets were all I
hoped for and imag-
ined, and I sure wish I
were going again this
year.

German Pyramid
Esslingen hosts
an extraordinary Medieval Christmas
Market. The theme is fully embraced by
merchants dressed in historic-looking

Visit www. bylandersea.com to read more of
local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories and
travel tips.
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Whatever we think about our weather,
this year has been one which broke
records, from the fires in the west to

the hurricanes in the south and south-
east, and extreme temperatures across
the country. As always, we need to be
diligent in taking care of our families,
and our homes and gardens, and perhaps
look to what the future may bring.

In mid-November, many autumn bloom-
ing wildflowers are powering down and
their seeds are ripening, but I still have
a beautiful display of cardinal’s guard or
firespike (Odontonema strictum) at the
back of my yard. Although it is not a
native, it is a stalwart of the fall garden,
attracting plenty of butterflies, and
probably hummingbirds bulking up for
migration. Firebush (Hamelia patens)
fruit is ripening, while still producing a
few more flower clusters. Both they and
beautyberries (Callicarpa americana) are
attracting catbirds, mockingbirds, and
several unidentifiable little ones.

My latest unexpected visitor was an opos-
sum (https://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/uw471).
Not having seen one for a couple of
decades, my first thought was “that’s an
enormous rat,” but thankfully, looking
harder I could see its distinctive tail and
face markings. Since then I've seen it
visiting my open compost heap, and with
care [ was able to spend some time ob-
serving it rummaging there and generally
hanging out.
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Autumnal Reflections

By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale
mail@floridanewsline.com

wildlife friendly: hteps://edis.ifas.ufl.edu/
pdffiles/UW/UW17500.pdf. While I
understand the principles, it was a helpful
reminder of what to strive for and why.
The article summarizes the characteris-
tics of a good variety of plants we can
employ in our area to support native bees
as well as honey bees, including when
each of them flowers. It’s important to
aim to supply year-round resources and
trees are perhaps overlooked. It won't be
long before we see the denuded branches
of our native redbud (Cercis canadensis)
putting out their rosy pink flower buds.
The red maples (Acer rubrum) that grace
our damp, semi-wild areas will soon be
flushing out, beginning with their deep
red Howers. Both are really attractive to
early-foraging honey bees. For a close up
view of maple flowers, which are sim-
ply beautiful, see hteps://tinyurl.com/
y3nmct/o.

The Neighborhood Gardener is a regu-
lar publication from the University of
Florida aimed at home-owners as well as
Master Gardener Volunteers. Coming out
once a month, it has useful tips for what
to plant and what you might encounter
in your yard, according to the season. You
can sign up to receive it by email: heeps://
gardeningsolutions.ifas.ufl.edu/mastergar-
dener/newsletter/. If you are interested in
becoming a Master Gardener Volunteer,
this publication is a window into what we
are able to access to add to our personal
knowledge, as well as what we are doing

. L across the state.
I recently discovered a University of

Florida publication that neatly describes Stay well — and Happy Holidays to all!
how to make our landscapes more

mote,
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