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On July 18, the Mandarin Commu-
nity Club hosted a second blood drive 
with OneBlood to meet the urgent 
medical need to maintain blood sup-
ply in these challenging times. The 
three buses on site served as donation 
centers on wheels with approximately 
60 donor appointments. All successful 
donors got a free COVID-19 antibody 
test as part of the service. Many blood 
products and procedures will result 
from these donations.

“We had an absolutely beautiful blood 
drive on Saturday,” said OneBlood’s 
donor recruitment supervisor, Lisa 
Morris. ”It ran perfectly smooth.”

Volunteers from the Mandarin Com-
munity Club provided bottled waters 
and social distanced seating inside the 
comfort of the air conditioned club 
building as donors waited their turn 
to make this life saving contribution. 
Chick-fil-A in Mandarin made sure all 
donors received a gift package of free 
cookies and a gift card to the restau-
rant.

The Community Club is committed to 
continuing its mission to serve when, 
where and how it is safely possible.
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Community Club 
blood drive a 
success … again! 
By Susie Scott
mail@floridanewsline.com
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Memphis Wood: Jacksonville’s 
“First Lady of Art”

The Native Sons and Daughters program 
is a parent/child program enhanced by a 
Native American theme and is designed 
to create lifelong memories between fa-
thers and their children. Founded almost 
100 years ago, children aged five to 12 
are eligible to join and all activities are 
age appropriate. 

The Jacksonville chapter, known as the 
Timucuan Longhouse of Jacksonville, is 
in the planning stages of which events 
to offer this upcoming season. Previous 
years have seen the group participate 
in camping, canoeing, archery, fishing, 
Frisbee golf, ice skating, nature hikes 
and community service. 

This is a special year for the local organi-
zation as Timucuan Longhouse member 
Ray “Creaking Oak” Junk was elected as 
the club’s National Chief (president) at 
the recent National Board Meeting. Junk 
will oversee clubs from South Florida to 
Southern California. Both of his daugh-
ters, Silver Sky and Golden Meadow 
have enjoyed the program with their 
father.

Junk said, “I was amazed to watch my 
daughters grow in confidence and make 
lifelong friends.”     

 Once school is back in session, the 

club sched-
ules events for 
just the dads/
daughters and 
then just for 
the fathers/
sons. This 
unique for-
mat allows a 
father to enjoy 
one-on-one 
time with each 
of his children and witness first hand 
the special qualities each child offers. 
Group events are scattered in during 
the program year as well. 

Campouts are always a big hit with 
the group. Typically, the club hosts a 
fall, a spring and a family campout. 
The Longhouse also participates in the 
Sunshine State Pow Wow, which is a 
gathering of Native Sons and Daugh-
ters clubs throughout the state. This 
event is usually held in March. This 
year, leadership is discussing how to 
carry out social distancing while still 
enjoying each other’s camaraderie. 

Future events such as Costume Bowl-
ing, the Monster Jam, and outings to 
Jacksonville Icemen and Jumbo Shrimp 

games are all contingent on executive 
orders. 

The Timucuan Longhouse is a friendly 
group of fathers who seek to spend 
exceptional quality time with their 
children. As the program teaches, “You 
only have 18 summers to make a differ-
ence in your child’s life.” Native Sons 
and Daughters members accomplish 
this one outing at a time. 

“Each of us has had to learn resilience, 
preparedness and about what and 
whom is truly important in our lives,” 
Junk said. “Capture these moments, 
learn from them and together we can 
continue on the long legacy of building 
positive parent/child relationships”.

Email info@nsdjax.org or visit www.
nsdjax.org for more information.

Photo courtesy Brian Quirk
New National Chief Ray “Creaking Oak” Junk with his daughters, 

Silver Sky and Golden Meadow.

Duval County Public Schools continues 
to adapt plans for the coming school 
year as the pandemic situation in the 
community continues to evolve. 

At a special meeting on July 16, the 
Duval County School Board requested 
the administration consider additional 
alternatives for opening school. 

While the situation remains fluid, 
one thing is clear in the district’s plan: 
families will have options for learning if 

their preference is to keep their children 
at home.

The district is offering two online learn-
ing programs for kindergarten through 
12th grade students: Duval HomeRoom 
and the Duval Virtual Instruction Acad-
emy. The programs have different advan-
tages depending on what families might 
be looking for in virtual education. 

Duval HomeRoom is the program the 
district constructed last March when 
COVID-19 forced all schools into an un-
expected home learning program during 

community lockdown.

With Duval HomeRoom, students 
remain enrolled in their regular school. 
They participate in live lessons and follow 
the normal school schedule they would 
experience if they were inside the school 
building. If pandemic conditions improve 
and families want to send their children 
back to face-to-face instruction at the 
school, Duval HomeRoom supports that 
flexibility. 

Duval County Public Schools adapts to fluid environment; 
offers options for fall semester
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Duval County Public Schools cont. on pg. 5

License # CMC1249868

Creeks Air specializes in home comfort. We are located in 
Northern St. John’s County, but service St. John’s, Duval, Clay, and 

the surrounding areas. With over 34 years of experience in the 
manufacturing, design, application, and service of residential and 
commercial comfort systems, Creeks is equipped to provide all of 
your comfort needs. We strive to provide the best comfort system 

for your home or office, including duct work modifications in 
order to provide more even temperatures throughout.

Call Us! 904.230.7840 
Email Us! service@creeksair.com

We service all makes and models for Residential & Commercial.

We Carry The
Best Brands.

www.creeksair.com

Native Sons and Daughters set to 
launch a new season
By Brian Quirk, Flaming Arrow
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Brett Nolan

The OneBlood bus was at the Mandarin Community 
Club on July 18.
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Healthcare Membership
• No CoPay   • No Deductibles   • No Hassles

Sign up on www.smartchoicenow.com

DIRECT PRIMARY CARE Benefits and Pricing $9000 per 
month

4235 Sunbeam Rd, Jacksonville, FL 32257 904-322-8555

COVID testing now available by appointment only

w w w. H a r b or C h a s e .com  |   (9 0 4)  58 4 -9 817

HarborChase

HARBORCHASE OF

MANDARIN 
INDEPENDENT • ASSISTED LIVING 
AND MEMORY CARE RESIDENCES

Treat yourself to the life you deserve.

“You and your staff have done an exceptional job in a time when all we 
want is for our loved ones to be safe.” 

- Sheila, relative of resident

ALF# 13126

12350 San Jose Blvd.  |  Jacksonville, FL 32223
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Do you have a cute pet? Send us your pet’s picture and the answers to the five questions above before 
the 10th of the month. Your pet could be our BFF of the month and you could win a Gift Certificate! 

Does your business cater to pets? Would you like to sponsor our contest? 
Email editor@floridanewsline.com to enter your pet or sponsor the BFF contest.

This month’s contest sponsored by:
Mandarin Animal Hospital

4473 Sunbeam Road
wwww.mandarinanimalhospital.com

BREED: 
Black Lab rescue

FAVORITE ACTIVITY: 
Catching a frisbee or big stick (the bigger the 

better)
FAVORITE TREAT:  

Peanut butter filled Smart Stick
FAVORITE FRIEND:  
His owner, Debbie

HOW YOUR BFF GOT THEIR NAME: 
When we were first introduced, we became 

best buddies and the rest is history!

FBF Meet Buddy!

Best Furry Friend
of the month

MYSTERY PHOTO

Last month’s Mystery Photo was the playground at Losco Regional Park. 
Our winner was Stephanie Clement. Congratulations!

Can you guess where this is? 
Submit your answer to:   mail@FloridaNewsLine.com.

PG 12

SEPTEMBER Special Section
Back to School Guide

Call 724-968-7602 NOW 
to reserve your advertising space!

Ad Deadline is AUGUST 21ST

Back To 
School

Guide
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with Duval School Board Member,  
District 7, Lori Hershey

with Jacksonville City Council President 
Tommy Hazouri, At Large District 3Q A&

Duval County Local Government (coj.net)
Sheriff’s Office: Sheriff Mike Williams, 
(904) 630-2120 
Patrol Zone 3: Assistant Chief Paul Restivo, 
(904) 630-8100
Property Appraiser: Jerry Holland, 
jholland@coj.net; (904) 630-2011
Supervisor of Elections: Mike Hogan, 
mhogan@coj.net, (904) 630-1414
Tax Collector: Jim Overton, 
taxcollector@coj.net, (904) 630-1916
Clerk of Court: Ronnie Fussell, (904) 255-2000 
Jacksonville City Council
District 6: Michael Boylan, 
MBoylan@coj.net, (904) 255-5206
At Large, District 3: Tommy Hazouri, 
thazouri@coj.net, (904) 255-5217

Duval County School Board 
(www.duvalschools.org)
District 7: Lori Hershey, hersheyl@duvalschools.org, (904) 
390-2375  
State of Florida Elected Officials
Governor Ron DeSantis, (850) 488-7146
State House District 16: Representative Jason Fischer, 
(850) 717-5016
State Senate District 4: Senator Aaron Bean, 
(904) 757-5039
Federal Elected Officials
U.S. Congress District 4: Representative
John Rutherford, (202) 225-2501
U.S. Senate:
Senator Marco Rubio, (202) 224-3041
Senator Rick Scott, (202) 224-5274

FYI Contact Numbers

Q: Can you give us any insight on the 
mayor’s budget that was recently 
released, especially as it pertains to 
Mandarin?
A: The City Council has so far only 
received the highlights of the budget, 
with details to come soon. The mayor’s 
budget presentation was brief, but the 
total is $1.342 billion, which represents 
a 5.9 percent increase over last year, or 
$74 million.

Among other categories, the budget 
allocates money to the northwest part 
of the city to catch up on unfulfilled 
promises for that area. New sidewalks 
and drainage projects all over the city 
have funding allocations, as do non-
profits and human trafficking.

Q: What happens next to the budget?
A: The mayor’s budget is now our 
budget. The City Council can put more 
or less emphasis on things we feel are 
needed. Over the next two and a half 
months, the council will go department 
by department to fine tune the budget. 
The first committee meeting will be on 
Aug. 1 and then public meetings will 
be held. The budget must be passed by 
Oct. 1. Whatever we do, it will be the 
people’s budget; no district will be left 
behind.

Q: Does the mayor’s budget contain any 
tax increases?

A: There are no fee increases, but I 
think we need to have an option avail-
able should the pandemic get worse 
before we approve the budget.

Q: Do you know what the city will be 
responsible for with the upcoming 
Republican National Convention?
A: I’m asking what is our financial 
responsibility too. I’ve sent these ques-
tions to the mayor’s office and am 
awaiting answers. The Office of General 
Counsel for the City of Jacksonville 
is drafting legislation with the general 
counsel for the Republican National 
Committee, which will determine how 
much the City of Jacksonville receives 
from the federal government for safety 
issues, as well as how and when we 
will receive it. This then has to come 
to the City Council for approval with 
a two-thirds vote. The difficult part to 
ascertain is the contract between the 
arena  and the host party, much like is 
done with a concert — except this isn’t 
a concert. This is about our health and 
safety and welfare and I think all state 
and local guidelines need to be abided 
by (such as masks/social distancing.)

Q: What is the best way for our readers to 
contact you?
A: They can email me at THazouri@
coj.net or call (904) 255-5217.

School Board Member
(Vote for 1)

John Turner
U.S. Navy Retired

Don't forget to          for

Who do you trust to guard your tax
dollars against waste, fraud, and
abuse by the School Board?

Irresponsible tax and spend liberal

Greedy crony capitalist

John Turner, taxpayers' watchdog

Paid by John Turner for School Board out of his own pocket.

For the truth behind the real motive to raise your sales tax go to: 
TurnerForSchoolBoard.com or contact me directly at
TurnerForSchoolBoard@Comcast.net

John TurnerVote

I'm not asking for your donation, I'm asking for your vote by August 18th.

Located near Quest and Brooks Rehabilitation
Corner of Loretto Road and San Jose Blvd.

11705 San Jose Blvd., Suite 211 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Brian E. Floro DMD, PA
General and Family Dentistry

(904) 268-0830 • www.florodental.com

• Exams and Cleanings • Placing and Restoring Dental Implants 
Extractions • Root Canals • Crowns and Bridges • Veneers and Teeth  Whitening  

Clear Braces with ClearCorrect

New Patient Special

$99
Exam, Digital X-Rays

This offer is exclusive to self-pay  
patients and may not be used with any  

insurance program.  
Must present coupon. Expires 8-31-20.

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

Whitening for Life!

$99 
Contact the office for details.

Must present coupon. Expires 8-31-20.

Brian E. Floro DMD PA
11705 San Jose Blvd. • 268-0830

Brian E. Floro DMD

Voted one of the top dentists 
in Jacksonville

by Jacksonville Magazine

GROW MORE.
get more.

Home
Financing

Made
Simple

Membership eligibility required. All loans subject to credit approval. Closing costs waived include title search, flood certification and recording 
fees up to $5,000 or 1% of the loan amount, whichever is less. Offer is subject to change without notice. See representative for full details. 
Federally Insured by NCUA. Equal Housing Lender. NMLS# 422880

®

START BANKING HEALTHIER TODAY!

ALIVECU.COOP • 904.296.1292

FLEXIBLE FINANCING SOLUTIONS •  REFINANCE
CASH OUT FOR HOME IMPROVEMENTS

OR DEBT CONSOLIDATION

The Italian American Club of 
Jacksonville announces its Board of 
Directors meeting on Aug. 5 at 6:40 
p.m., a Membership Dinner meeting 
on Aug. 16 at 1 p.m. and the popular 
Spaghetti to Go on Aug. 28, from 5 
p.m. – 7 p.m. All activities are at the 
club building, 2838 Westberry Road. 
Visit www.iacofjacksonville.com or 
call (904) 586-2700 for more infor-
mation.

The shuffleboard group is again 
playing on courts at Mandarin Park 
on Tuesdays at 9:30 a.m. New players 
are welcome. Just show up about 10 
minutes prior to starting time. The 
shuffleboard courts are at the park 
entrance next to the tennis courts.

The Mandarin Garden Club will 
hold its semi-annual $1 Clothing Sale 
on Friday, Aug. 28 and Saturday, Aug. 
29 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. each day. The 
sale will be held at the club build-
ing, 2892 Loretto Road. Visit www.
mandaringardenclub.org for more 
information.

Northeast Florida AHEC announc-
es the following free Virtual Quit 
Tobacco Classes, which include free 
nicotine patches, gum or lozenges: 

Monday, Aug. 3, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 5, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 
p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 11, 10 a.m. – 12 p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 13, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Tuesday, Aug. 18, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 
p.m.
Friday, Aug. 21, 3 p.m. – 5 p.m.
Wednesday, Aug. 26, 10 a.m. – 12 
p.m.
Thursday, Aug. 27, 2 p.m. – 4 p.m.
Monday, Aug. 31, 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 
p.m.
Call (904) 482-0189 for more infor-
mation or to sign up.

What’s Going On in Mandarin? 
A modified calendar of events

 Email editor@floridanewsline.com 
to have your community group’s 

event included.
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with  Jacksonville City Council Member,  
District 6, Michael BoylanQ A&

We Appreciate Your Support

The outpouring of support by families and  
the community has been truly heartwarming.  

This  i s  a  d i f f i cu l t  and s t ress fu l  t ime for  a l l  o f  us  
bu t  we wi l l  ge t  through i t  toge ther.  Whi le  our  
campus remains  c losed to  v i s i tors ,  we promise 

to  cont inue doing a l l  tha t  we can to  ensure 
res idents  are  safe  and fee l ing loved.

Thanks to Nurse Manager James Ritter and 
his team. You’re doing wonderful work!

Y SUPPORT SYSTEM our
Now in its 75th year, River Garden has long 

provided  award-winning services delivered 

with exceptional quality. As the needs of older 

adults and caregivers have evolved, so has our 

continuum of care. While the ways we care 

may expand, the “why” will never change: to 

support the highest quality of life. However 

and whenever you need us, we’re here.

RiverGarden.org  |  (904 ) 260.1818

Y POS IT IVELY ours

RGSS-20-001 4.9_x11.75_ Mandarin Newsline Ad 07.13.20.indd   1 7/14/20   11:22 AM

13241 Bartram Park Boulevard  | Ste 509 
904-551-9283 | www.railingchiropractic.com

M/T/W/F 8-12  2-6  •  Th 9-12  

In network with most major insurances • Affordable cash plans available • Onsite digital x-ray

Dr. Christopher Railing  
serving the area since 2011

Railing Chiropractic & Acupuncture
Eliminate pain, heal injuries and promote your overall wellness with 

quality chiropractic care from the experienced professionals.

Chiropractic Care 

Pediatric Chiropractic

Injuries & Accidents  

Back, Neck & Joint Pain 

Massage Therapy 

Acupuncture

Cold Laser Therapy

In contrast, Duval Virtual Instruction 
Academy (DVIA) is the district’s long-
standing virtual school. Duval Virtual 
Instruction Academy is a full school of its 
own, with its own teachers and adminis-
tration. It is based locally and under the 
leadership of the district school superin-
tendent and Duval County School Board. 

Participation in Duval Virtual Instruction 
Academy course work is more indepen-
dent. Duval Virtual Instruction Academy 
is a true virtual school meaning students 
work with teachers, complete assign-
ments, and demonstrate learning without 
necessarily having classes or lessons at a 
fixed time of the day. 

Duval Virtual Instruction Academy learn-
ing support is provided through live chat 
with teachers. When COVID-19 condi-
tions allow, Duval Virtual Instruction 
Academy students can have in-person 

meetings with teachers and small groups 
at scheduled times using dedicated space 
at Wolfson High School. 

With Duval Virtual Instruction Academy, 
instruction is self-paced. Attendance is 
based on course progression during the 
week. Because Duval Virtual Instruc-
tion Academy is an independent school, 
students must withdraw from their tradi-
tional school, and enroll in Duval Virtual 
Instruction Academy for the year. Duval 
Virtual Instruction Academy students 
may participate in activities and athletics 
at the physical school for which they are 
zoned. Home-school students can access 
part-time enrollment in Duval Virtual 
Instruction Academy as well. 

Families who prefer either of the two at-
home options are encouraged to register. 

Visit www.duvalschools.org/backtoschool 
for enrollment information and all the 
back-to-school plans for the district.

Duval County Public Schools cont. from pg. 1

Q: Can you give us the details about the 
coronavirus testing site that recently 
opened in Mandarin?
A: Logistics Health is hosting a testing 
site at the Mandarin Senior Center, 3848 
Hartley Road. The hours are 11 a.m. – 7 
p.m., Monday through Friday. The site is 
expected to operate for up to six months. 
While appointments are not required, 
they are strongly encouraged. Once 
registered at the testing center, COVID 
testing will be administered with a nasal 
swab test. Community members can call 
(904) 262-7033 for more information.

Q: What is the latest news you can share 
from the Land Use and Zoning (LUZ) 
committee?
A: City Council President Tommy 
Hazouri has appointed me to serve as the 
chair of this committee for the coming 
year. What with COVID-19 impacting 
our ability to host in-person meetings, 
there is a considerable backlog of applica-
tions (well over 125) the committee will 
be taking up in the coming months as the 
situation permits. 

As you may know, there have been a 
number of those in District 6, two of 
which were concluded with the rezon-
ing being approved: Goodby’s Creek and 
Coleman Road. While I did not sup-
port the rezoning of the Goodby’s Creek 
parcel on San Jose Boulevard out of traffic 
safety concerns I did support the Cole-
man Road, as I believed that the improve-

ments that would come with it would 
be to the benefit of those living nearby. I 
committed to nearby neighbors that I will 
stay close to its development so as to as-
sure the developer lives up to what’s been 
promised there. 

Next up is 12-unit fourplex off of 
Barkoskie Road. It has already been 
recommended by the City’s Planning 
Department and the recommendation 
was upheld by the Planning Commission 
at its June 26 meeting, despite the fact a 
number of residents spoke in opposition 
to the project. Should we be able to do 
so, the LUZ  Committee will take up the 
matter at our Aug. 4 meeting at 5 p.m. in 
the Council Chambers.

Q: Do you have an update on Palmetto 
Leaves Trail?
A: A new trail system at Palmetto Leaves 
Regional Park, south to the northwest 
corner of the intersection of Old St. 
Augustine Road and Bartram Park Bou-
levard, has been proposed. The design/
build proposal has been approved by the 
city and the contract amendment has 
been returned to the city by the contrac-
tor. We are awaiting final approval from 
the Office of General Counsel.

Q: What is the best way for our readers to 
contact you?
A: Community members can email me 
at MBoylan@coj.net or call (904) 255-
5206.
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Briefs

Water Problems?

Ask Us About 
Salt Delivery

Or Rental 
Systems

Iron • Bacteria • Sulfur • Salts • 
Color • Lead • Hardness And Odor

• REMOVE •

3760 Kori Road • 904-262-0197 • www.affordablewaterjax.com
License #W-32

CALL TODAY FOR STRAIGHT ANSWERS, NO HIGH PRESSURE!
• Residential • Commercial • Industrial

“We carry a complete line of Water Treatment Systems to meet your needs and your budget!”

FREE WATER 
TESTING

Family Owned and Operated since 1989

Prudential Financial Planning Services
Andrew Laino, CLU®, CFP®, CLTC
Financial Planner
CA Insurance License Number 0E93910
701 San Marco Blvd, Jacksonville, FL,
32207
904-313-4553
Comprehensive Financial Planning
Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), 
doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client  agreement. 
Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative  of Pruco, and an 
agent of issuing insurance companies.  1008115-00002-00

Offering financial planning and investment advisory services through Pruco Securities, LLC (Pruco), 
doing business as Prudential Financial Planning Services (PFPS), pursuant to separate client  
agreement. Offering insurance and securities products and services as a registered representative  
of Pruco, and an agent of issuing insurance companies. 
1008115-00001-00  D5404

Exp. 03/05/2020

IGX4-D5404

Name, [Designations]* 
Financial Planner  
[Insurance License # 123456789]
[AR and CA [<ST>]] 
[Street, city, state, zip]
[(000) 000-0000]
Comprehensive Financial Planning

insert your 
photo here

(Optional)

Prudential Financial Planning Services

FP
Financial Planning Services–Product List

Variable text area 
9pt/10 Arial

Designations as permitted by  
The Field Stationery Graphics  
Standard Guidelines

*See Field Stationery Graphic 
Standards Guidelines  
regarding the use of approved
designations. See Field 
Stationery Graphic Standards 
Guidelines for details. Note: 
You must adhere to spacing 
requirements as outlined in 
the logo standards. Therefore 
you may be limited in terms of 
how many lines of non-required 
(optional) personalization can 
be included.
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Mandarin Garden Club

Friday, August 28, 9am - 1pm
Saturday, August 29, 9am - 1pm

2892 Loretto Road, 32223

Dollar Clothing & Jewelry Sale

June real estate: Most 
monthly sales since July 2019
 While COVID-19 continued to be 
the hot topic of discussion, Northeast 
Florida’s real estate market sizzled 
as well, according to a recent report 
released by the Northeast Florida As-
sociation of Realtors. 

Spiking up from 2,337 sales in May, 
3,021 homes changed hands in June, 
just three sales fewer than June 2019. 
June’s closed sales were also the greatest 
number of monthly sales since 3,035 
sales in July 2019.

Sales prices were equally hot, with 
a median of $255,000 (up 5.4 per-
cent from a year ago) and average of 
$310,822 (up 4.4 percent from a year 
ago).

Fewer homeowners opted to become 
sellers in June, with 3,515 new listings 
being added (down 1.2 percent from a 
year ago).

Demand for homes continues to 
be strong. There was a 21.9 percent 
increase in pending sales from a year 
ago, equating to 3,626 contracts to buy 
a home being signed that did not yet 
close.

With demand strong, and fewer sellers 
entering the market, inventory tum-
bled to 7,545, a 24.1 percent plunge 
from a year ago. While inventory has 
been particularly low for several years, 
7,545 is less inventory than any month 
since some point prior to 2009 (NE-
FAR’s reports documenting inventory 
levels by month extend back through 
2009 ).

Months’ supply of home dropped to 
just 2.8, which is 26.3 percent less 
than June 2019. A balanced market is 
considered to be between five- and six-
months of inventory. Days on market 
average for the month was 70, up from 
64 days a year ago.

2020 NEFAR President Ron Harris 
said, “Despite COVID-19, consum-
ers are demonstrating pent-up demand 
for homes and taking advantage of low 
interest rates. Sellers are capitalizing on 
robust sales prices and the lowest inven-
tory in years, with 13.5 percent of June 
sales going for more than the original 
listing price.” 

Newcomers Alumnae 
launches new website
Newcomers Alumnae was formed more 
than 22 years ago to give graduates of 
newcomer groups an opportunity to 
continue growing in the community 
and to foster friendships through social 
activities.

“Even though the pandemic has tem-
porarily forced us to cancel most of our 
functions, we are still continuing to 
reach out to our members,” said Brooke 
Freeman, Membership Chair of New-
comers Alumnae. “We have more than 
200 members from Ponte Vedra Beach, 
Nocatee, Jacksonville, Atlantic Beach, 
Jacksonville Beach, Neptune Beach and 
St. Augustine and we’re proud to unveil 
our new website where the public can 
get more information about our club.” 

Visit https://newcomersalumnae.
wildapricot.org or contact brookemeis-
ter@msn.com for more information. 
Find out about the group’s many activi-
ties such as book club, Bunco, canasta, 
Happy Hour, Lunch-in, wine socials, 
mah jongg and adventures and outings. 

Groundwater levels and 
spring flows increased in June
Groundwater levels across the St. Johns 
River Water Management District 
rebounded slightly in June after a late 
spring downward trend, while rainfall 
varied with above-average rainfall in the 
north and western portions and below-
average totals in coastal and southern 
regions. A full report outlining hydro-
logical conditions was presented at the 
district’s July Governing Board meeting. 
Highlights included:

Rainfall

June rainfall varied geographically, with 
a flip flop from May’s rainfall trend.

The district’s western and northern 
counties received above-average rainfall 
last month, while in May those areas 
were drier. Coastal and southern coun-
ties received below-average rainfall in 
June, while those areas were the wet 
areas of the district during the previous 
month.

Counties with the highest June rainfall 
were Nassau, with 10.6 inches, Baker 
and Duval, which received 9.5 inches.

Flagler County had the least rainfall, 
with 5.7 inches.

Districtwide, the cumulative rainfall 
total over the last 12 months is 48.3 

inches, which is 2.7 inches below the 
long-term average.

Counties with the greatest rainfall 
deficit through June were Putnam, 
Flagler and St. Johns counties, which 
continue to have a 12-month rainfall 
deficit of more than 10 inches. These 
counties have maintained this deficit 
since March.

Groundwater

Upper Floridan aquifer conditions 
(groundwater levels) at the end of 
June were mostly in the normal range 
throughout most of the district, increas-
ing consistently across the district in 
June and reversing the downward trend 
of the previous month.

Groundwater levels are at the 56th 
percentile districtwide (up from the 
39th percentile in May). This means 
that since 1980, about 44 percent of 
the time aquifer levels have been higher 
than they are now.

Visit sjrwmd.com to learn more about 
rainfall totals and other hydrologic data 
collected. The district’s summertime 
water conservation message reminds 
water users to “Watch the Weather. 
Wait to Water.” Visit the district’s Water 
Less campaign webpage at WaterLess-
Florida.com and follow the district on 
social media to learn ways to conserve 
water outdoors.

Every Friday morning since late May, 
Community PedsCare along with the 
Dreams Come True team (dressed as 
loveable cartoon characters) have made 
surprise 
visits 
on the 
lawns 
of cher-
ished 
fami-
lies to 
spread 
love 
and joy.

“In a time of isolation, the Commu-
nity PedsCare team and our Partners 
from Dreams Come True, will bring 
spirit, song, dance and love to our very 
precious families,” said Patrice Austin, 
Director of Community PedsCare. 
“This is our version of social love and 
distance: An unexpected moment of 
surprise to bring extraordinary to an 
ordinary COVID day.”

To date, nearly 10 homes have been 
visited by the team. While each stop 
includes special yard signs and joyous 
celebrations, music and messages of en-
couragement are tailored to each child.

“While dream trips and some activities 
are currently on hold due COVID-19, 
our determination to bring hope and 
joy to local dream families has not 
stopped. We want them to know they 
are missed and loved,” said Ashley 
Smith, Dream Manager of Dreams 
Come True. “It is wonderful to have 
the opportunity to come together with 
the Community PedsCare team and 
create unforgettable memories. We look 
forward to continuing these special 
celebrations each Friday during these 
difficult times when our dream families 

need us the most.”

Dreams Come True is the First 
Coast’s only locally-based, wish 
granting organization dedicated 
to using the power of a dream to 
bring hope and joy to every First 
Coast child battling a life-threat-

ening illness. Since 1984, more than 
4,000 children have seen their dreams 
fulfilled. No eligible child has ever been 
denied a dream or placed on a waiting 
list due to financial constraints. Unless 
otherwise designated, 100 percent of 
all donations go directly toward dream 
fulfillment. Visit www.dreamscometrue.
org to learn more about the support 
and services of Dreams Come True.

Since 2000, Community Hospice and 
Palliative Care has provided palliative 
and hospice care and support for chil-
dren living with life-limiting and life-
threatening conditions through Com-
munity PedsCare®, an award-winning 
pediatric care program in collaboration 
with Wolfson Children’s Hospital, 
Nemours Children’s Specialty Care and 
the University of Florida-Jacksonville. 
The program, one of only a few com-
munity pediatric programs in the Unit-
ed States offering both palliative and 
hospice care, provides clinical, social 
service, spiritual, child life, medical and 
volunteer support to improve quality 
of life for children from prenatal to age 
21. Visit www.communityhospice.com 
to learn more about the support and 
services of Community PedsCare.

Organizations come together to spread 
joy to local children battling life-
threatening illnesses
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photos courtesy Community PedsCare
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Dependable Leadership for these Challenging Times

Memphis Wood, a long-time resident 
of Mandarin, was affectionately known 
as Jacksonville’s “First Lady of Art.” She 
excelled in many aspects of art, includ-
ing drawing, painting, pottery and 
jewelry, but is probably best known for 
her unique and colorful work in fabrics 
and textiles. 

Born in 1902 in a small town in North 
Georgia, Wood became interested in art 
when she was 17 years old and talked 
her older sister into paying 50 cents a 
week for art lessons.

Wood moved to Jacksonville in 1929 
and secured a position teaching art at 
Landon Junior-Senior High School, 
where she was one of only three art 
teachers in Duval County. She taught 
at Landon until she retired from the 
school system in 1962. She also taught 
full time for five years at Jacksonville 
University, as well as teaching classes at 
the Jacksonville Art Museum (now the 
Museum of Contemporary Art Jackson-
ville) and the Children’s Museum (now 
the Museum of Science and History.)

When her San Marco garage apartment 
became too small for her to paint and 
store her works, she decided to move.

“I went out and bought a $500 Ford, 
and I found a place in Mandarin where 
I could build a house,” she said.

She built her home on Woodside Lane, 
just east of the Mandarin Community 
Club and almost across the street from 
Charlie Brown, who would become 

her lifelong 
friend and 
artistic soul 
mate. She 
would reside 
there until 
she returned 
to Atlanta 
and her fam-
ily several 
years before 
her death in 
1989.

Through her 
artwork and 
her teaching, 
Wood taught 
or influenced 
many local 
and regional artists as well as the public 
at large. As Sally Ann Freeman noted, 
“She has probably done more to com-
municate what art is all about to the 
citizens of Jacksonville than any other 
single artist.”

Wood was one of the founders of the 
Jacksonville Art Museum, which has 
grown from a house in Riverside to 
a location in the Koger Center to its 
present location downtown, where it 
continues as MOCA Jacksonville. 

Many of Wood’s works are found 
in museums and corporate, private, 
church and university collections. Prior 
to her death, she exhibited her work 
in New York, Atlanta, North Carolina. 
Many of her pieces are in the collection 
of Mandarin Museum & Historical 

Society, where they will be displayed 
periodically again once the museum 
reopens with a renewed art gallery after 
expansion completion.

An interesting short film titled “An In-
terview with Memphis Wood” by Peggy 
Friedmann was created by FSCJ. It can 
be viewed at www.mandarinmuseum.
net/mandarin-history/mandarin-artists/
memphis-wood.

Visit www.mandarinmusem.net for more 
information about Mandarin’s history. 
The Museum is closed currently due to 
COVID-19 and expansion construction.

Tracey Arpen is a volunteer with the 
Mandarin Museum & Historical Society.

Memphis Wood: Jacksonville’s “First Lady of Art” 
By Tracey Arpen
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Mandarin Museum & Historical Society

A small Memphis Wood piece belonging to the Mandarin Museum collection.

SEPTEMBER 
Special Section

Back to 
School Guide

Ad Deadline is AUGUST 21ST

Call 724-968-7602
to reserve your 

advertising space!
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St. Johns
450 SR 13 at Race Track Rd 
(next to Publix) 
(904) 230-3242
www.wbu.com/jacksonville

Jax Beach
4138 Third Street South 
(between Trader Joes and Staples) 
(904) 246-6832
www.jacksonvillebeach.wbu.com

*With coupon. One coupon 
per visit. Offer not valid on 

previous purchases, optics, 
gift cards, DSC memberships, 

sale items or other WBU 
offers. 

Offer valid 9/1/20 thru 
9/30/20

$10 Off $60*
$20 Off $100*BIRD FOOD • FEEDERS • GARDEN ACCENTS • UNIQUE GIFTS 

*Valid in-store at the participating
store listed. One discount per
purchase. Offer not valid on
previous purchases, gift cards,
optics, DSC memberships or sale
items. Coupon expires 1/31/19. 

20% OFF* 
Daily Savings Club Members Save 15% on
food every day. Daily Savings Members can

save an additional 5% with this coupon.

RUBY-THROATED
HUMMINGBIRDS

Just
Hummin’

Along

NL1

Give your home 
the protection  
it deserves.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Your home is where you make 
some of your best memories, 
and that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708136

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302

Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522
www.jimregister.com

Give your home 
the protection  
it deserves.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Your home is where you make 
some of your best memories, 
and that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708136

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302

Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522
www.jimregister.com

I’m inviting you to make our roads safer and 
get rewarded for doing so. Are you in?

Contact me today to get started.

Give your home 
the protection  
it deserves.

State Farm Fire and Casualty Company, State Farm General Insurance Company, Bloomington, IL
State Farm Florida Insurance Company, Winter Haven, FL

State Farm Lloyds, Richardson, TX

Your home is where you make 
some of your best memories, 
and that’s worth protecting.  
I’m here to help. 
LET’S TALK TODAY.

1708136

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302

Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522   Fax: 904-262-7999

jim@jimregister.com

*Some customers could see a discount up to 50%. Discount names, percentages, availability and 
eligibility may vary by state and coverage selected. Enrollment, terms and conditions apply.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company
Bloomington, IL

State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas
Richardson, TX1901979

Discount  
up to 30%
with Drive Safe 
& SaveTM!* 

I’m inviting you to make our 
roads safer and get rewarded  
for doing so. Are you in? 

Contact me today to get started.

Jim Register, Agent
12058 San Jose Blvd, Suite 302
Jacksonville, FL  32223
Bus: 904-268-5522   Fax: 904-262-7999
jim@jimregister.com

*Some customers could see a discount up to 50%. Discount names, percentages, availability and eligibility may vary 
by state and coverage selected. Enrollment, terms and conditions apply.

State Farm Mutual Automobile Insurance Company, State Farm Indemnity Company - Bloomington, IL
State Farm County Mutual Insurance Company of Texas - Richardson, TX1901979

This was certainly an unusual and 
stressful 4th of July as we all monitored 
the potential spread of the coronavirus 
over a holiday weekend. Because the 
Mandarin Community Club could not 
host an event for members or the com-
munity, one of our directors took on a 
virtual and “socially distanced” video 
project to help celebrate the occasion. 

Brett Nolan (yes, the “Back in Time” 
author whose articles you may have 
read right here in Mandarin News-
Line), took on the task of making a 
special video to share the history and 

significance of Independence Day. He 
decorated the Mandarin Community 
Club both inside and outside to com-
memorate the holiday and then filmed 
a personal message. He also read the 
Declaration of Independence in its 
entirety. 

Following are some of his comments 
about his project, which is available 
on the Mandarin Community Club’s 
Facebook page. https://www.facebook.
com/mandarincommunityclub/ 

Q: Why do this project and why now?
A: I felt it was timely for Independence 
Day and since we could not do an 
in-person event at the club, I could do 
something for the community. It also 
was a way to incorporate use of the 
club stage that has not been used in 
a while and fun to dress up in period 
appropriate apparel. 

Q: How many hours did you dedicate to 
this video project?
A: I started decorating the week before 

the recording date and worked every 
day until we shot the video. 

Q: Was it scripted from beginning to end 
or spontaneous in part? 
A: It was actually a combination of 
off the top of my head comments and 
reflections and scripted message. 

Q: What are your goals for this video 
event?
A: I hope that next year we can cel-
ebrate the 4th of July together at a 
scheduled event at the Mandarin Com-
munity Club and hold an in-person 

reading of the Declaration of Indepen-
dence, along with guests from SAR 
(Sons of the American Revolution) or 
others to set the historical context — so 
we really understand the significance of 
the document and reflect on its im-
portance. I also hope that next year we 
might have the historic bell discovered 
at the club in operating order to ring at 
the end to honor Independence Day. I 
think it’s important to go back in time 
and reflect on our history which tells us 
a lot and that we can be hopeful which 
is especially important now. 

Nolan has also decorated many of the 
historic landmarks of Mandarin in the 
past year and encourages everyone to 
share the spirit of Independence Day 
and every holiday with suitable decora-
tions to bring cheer to all in Mandarin, 
along with a shared sense of commu-
nity. Nolan was joined in his recent 
efforts by Zach Stanch, Chelsea Stanch 
and Tyson Lassen. 

Susie Scott is president of the Mandarin 
Community Club.

Mandarin Community Club celebrates 
Independence Day — Virtually
By Susie Scott
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Susie Scott

Brett Nolan read the Declaration of Independence in its entirety as part of his video project to celebrate the 4th of July.

“We moved to Westminster Woods on Julington Creek for 
the security. Here, we have levels of care to support us as 
we age. We heard that you do live longer at a Continuing 
Care Retirement Community, and now I can see why.”

— Resident Mary M. (with her dog, Jade)

25 State Road 13, Jacksonville, FL
www.WestminsterWoodsFL.org

YOUR HEALTHY, 
ACTIVE LIFESTYLE 
CONTINUES HERE

For some of us, it’s a walk on a nature trail, or boating 
on the creek. Discover what makes you happy at 
Westminster Woods on Julington Creek! Our active 
senior living community offers a stunning natural 
setting with spacious garden apartments and villa homes 
and an active lifestyle every day. Best of all, you’ll enjoy 
the assurance of a full range of supportive healthcare 
services, if they should be needed.

Call (877) 280-3594 today to 
schedule your virtual appointment!
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Brett Hartley

Photo courtesy Brett Hartley

Brett Hartley

Get to Know . . .
Interested in being featured?  
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editor@FloridaNewsLine.com

travel • pantry raiders • gardening

fishing • entertainment • puzzlesLife
Crown Point Elementary School prin-
cipal Brett Hartley said that education 
is in his blood — his whole family is 
involved in education in some way 
and his father is even a retired princi-
pal. Strong in math and science, Hart-
ley tried to go in a different direction 
than the family business; his original 
dream was to be a pediatrician. After 
graduating from high school in Polk 
County (he was in the International 
Baccalaureate program) he went to 
college at the University of North 
Florida to fulfill his dream. An upper 
level class in quantitative analytical 
chemistry made him change his mind 
when he decided that maybe chemis-
try wasn’t as much fun as he originally 
thought. He ended up focusing on 
his more creative side and obtained 
his degree in communications with an 
emphasis on advertising instead. 

Today, he is an accomplished educator 
who has earned Teacher of the Year 
honors twice — once in 2007 at Den-
ison Middle School in Winter Haven 
and again in 2009 when he was also a 
semifinalist for Duval County Teacher 
of the Year, representing Twin Lakes 
Academy Middle School. He has been 
principal of Crown Point Elementary 
School since 2016.

Q: How did you get from your 
communications degree into the 
education field after all?
A: Even when I was still in college, 
when I went home to Polk County 
for winter break, I would substitute 

teach at the middle school there. 
After graduation, I decided to give 
in to the education call and get 
my teaching certificate. I taught 
middle school math for four years at 
Denison Middle School and then a 
teacher who was a strong mentor for 
me retired. So I decided to go back to 
Jacksonville and teach there. I taught 
seventh grade math at Twin Lakes 
Academy Middle School for about five 
years before I was promoted mid-year 
to sixth grade assistant principal. From 
there, I served as assistant principal at 
Fletcher Middle School and Wolfson 
High School before coming to Crown 
Point as an assistant principal under 
retiring principal Jayne Owens-Thomp-
son for a year. She was amazing and 
taught me so much. I became principal 
the next year.

Q: What was it like to transition from 
middle and high school to elementary 
school?
A: Going from middle school to high 
school wasn’t too big of a deal, but it 
was very scary to go from secondary 
to elementary. It was a big decision for 
me, but I had a lot of people encourag-
ing me to try it — and since I always 
want to do every experience I can get, 
I decided to try it. I’m so glad I had 
the year as assistant principal first. At 
this point, I don’t want to go back to 
secondary school. I love elementary 
school — the positivity of the kids and 
their eagerness to learn. This is the right 
environment for me. 

Q: What is the most challenging part of 
your job?
A: Definitely trying to balance ev-
erything. I want to create a positive 
environment where kids can learn and 

that has to be balanced with the need 
for test scores and accountability. I try 
to push hard, but in a positive, warm 
and loving environment. 

Q: What is the most enjoyable part of 
your job?
A: Definitely the kids and watching 
them grow and learn. I also have been 
known to slide down the playground 
slides with the five year olds! This 
year will be my sixth year at Crown 
Point and this year’s fifth graders 
were kindergarteners when I started, 
so I’ve seen them the whole way. It’s 
amazing to see their journeys. I also 
enjoy working with our teachers. 
I’m blessed to have an incredible and 
hard-working staff. They make my 
job so much easier.

Q: What do you like to do in your spare 
time?
A: I have two rescue dogs, both 
chihuahua mixes, that keep me busy: 
Sophie and Oliver. I also like to relax 
and maybe watch some television … 
just zone out from the “busy-ness” 
of being a principal. I like to swim 
and visit friends and I just took up 
ballroom dancing lessons this past 
year. Sometimes I find myself dancing 
at Publix!

Marinela M. Nemetz, D.D.S.
Board Certified Pediatric Dentist

Robert J. Nemetz, D.D.S., M.S.
Adult Dentistry | Periodontics | Prosthodontics

Our team at Nemetz Dental Associates is ready to help you with all of your 
dental needs and we look forward to providing you with personalized 

service and unparalleled treatment.

Mandarin South Business Center 12421 San Jose Blvd. • Suite 310/320 • Jacksonville, FL 32223

Pediatric Dentistry: (904) 292-2210 • Adult Dentistry: (904) 886-4867

www.nemetzdental.com

We Welcome New Patients

We offer
Pediatric Dentistry

Family Dentistry
Periodontics/ Prosthodontics

Your New Smile Awaits!

To our readers: Remember all 
the local small businesses that 

you’ve asked for years to donate 
and sponsor your organizations, 
sports clubs and school events? 

Right now, they’re in need of 
your support.

Return the favor.

Support 
your 

community 
businesses!

The outbreak of the novel coronavirus 
COVID-19 left no aspect of life un-
touched, and education was no excep-
tion. The short-term effects of stay-at-
home measures were felt immediately 
by millions of students across the globe. 
But there will be long-term effects, too, 
and one of the first such long-term 
dominoes to fall was the relaxation of 
SAT requirements for aspiring college 
students. 

As stay-at-home measures lasted longer 
than many people initially anticipated, 
high school students learned that SAT 
and SAT subject tests were being can-
celed. The Princeton Review® noted in 
late May that the College Board added 
a new test date for September after 
the June tests were canceled; however, 
many schools have dropped the SAT 
and ACT requirement for fall 2021 ad-
missions. The University of California, 
which includes nine different schools in 
its system, suspended the requirement 
for students applying for fall 2021 in 
early April, and many schools followed 
suit in the ensuing months. 

As prospective high school seniors pre-
pare for their final year of high school 
and begin thinking about where they 
want to apply for college, they should 
work with their guidance counselors to 
determine just what is required of them 
during the admissions process.

Did you know?
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Briefs

Back To School

Academy of Dance

Open House/Registration
August 19th & 20th • 3:00-6:00
(Classes begin on August 24th)

Ballet • Pointe • Jazz • Tap • Hip Hop
Contemporary • Modern • Lyrical  

Musical Theatre • Vocal

Afternoon & 
Evening Classes for

Ages 2 & Up

12276 San Jose Blvd. # 613
(Across from Care Spot)

www.AcademyOf DanceJax.com
(904) 880-2275 11570 San Jose Blvd #10, Jacksonville, Florida 32223

904 268-1410    Debbiesdanceco.com

Fall classes beginning 
August 3rd 

21⁄2 years up, All Levels

Come Join Us for A Fabulous Year
Debbie’s Dance Company

Established in 1986

Offering classes in Tap, Jazz, Ballet, 
Pointe, Pre-Pointe, Conditioning, Hip-
Hop, Contemporary, Lyrical, Modern, 

Preschool and Acrobatics
FREE

Introductory 
Class

50% off 
Registration

Our #1 Priority: Your Children!
Classes are exciting and motivating! 

Fun Additional Programs!

 (904) 260-4866
www.starlightjax.com

Fall Classes 
Resume August 3rd.

Summer Camp 
thru August 7th

All CDC Guidelines Followed

The end of summer can be a bittersweet 
time for students. While many students 
look forward to seeing their friends, 
few want to say goodbye to the relax-
ing days of summer. Parents know that 
getting their children back in the school 
day swing of things can be a challenge. 
The following are some ways to make 
that transition go smoothly.

• Introduce more structure as summer 
vacation winds down. The chance to 
unwind in a structure-free setting can 
benefit students at the onset of summer 
vacation. Many parents grapple with 
the notion that their children’s lives 
are overscheduled, and the Cleveland 
Clinic notes that limiting organized 
activities clears up downtime for kids 
to play and relax and spend time with 
their families. So it’s important that 
parents afford their children this down 
time during summer vacation, only 
gradually introducing more structure 
as the school year draws closer. In the 
weeks before the school year is slated 
to begin, start waking kids up a little 
earlier and reintroducing bedtimes for 
younger children who may have been 
staying up later over the last couple of 
months. This can be an effective way to 
begin slowly preparing youngsters for 
the structure of the school year.

• Encourage children to read through-

out the summer. A report from the 
education publishing company Scholas-
tic found that 47 percent of parents are 
unaware of the “summer slide,” which 
refers to the loss of academic skills that 
occurs when school is not in session. 
Scholastic notes that the slide is largely 
attributed to a lack of reading when 
school is not in session. By encouraging 
kids to read during their summer vaca-
tions, parents can make sure youngsters’ 
brains stay sharp and are ready to learn 
once the school year begins.

• Focus on the positive. Even kids who 
love school may be apprehensive about 
returning to the classroom. After all, 
summer vacation is fun. Parents can 
confront that apprehension by focusing 
on the positives of returning to school. 
Emphasize the chance to see friends 
every day or participate in a beloved 
extracurricular activity, like sports, band 
or a favorite academic club.

• Let kids do some of their own back-
to-school shopping. The items that 
constitute back to school supplies 
may have changed since parents were 
in school. But many parents still take 
their children on back-to-school clothes 
shopping excursions. Let kids choose 
their own clothes, as an opportunity 
to wear clothes they picked themselves 
might make them excited for the new 
school year.

How to prepare kids to go back to 
school By NewsLine Staff

mail@floridanewsline.com

The need for reliable technology has 
never been more apparent. When the 
world hit the proverbial pause button in 
the wake of the COVID-19 outbreak, 
technology was crucial to keeping people 
connected to the world around them, 
helping people maintain some semblance 
of normalcy as it pertained to work and 
education.

Students and families who have invested 
in various electronics to help keep their 
household running should understand 
that maintenance is required to keep 
these devices running effectively. These 
tips can help keep gadgets in tip-top 
shape.

• Protect devices from extreme tempera-
tures. Electronic devices are designed to 
operate under an array of conditions, but 
pushing those conditions can result in 
damage. Most devices are fine between 
temperatures of 32 F and 90 F. But don’t 
leave electronics in the car, in a sunny 
window or outdoors.

• Clean devices regularly. Refer to the 
user’s manual for the proper ways to 
clean the devices you rely on each day. 
Some may require a specific cleaner or a 
particular fabric to help ensure the device 
isn’t scratched or damaged. Spray clean-
ers on a cloth and then wipe off devices, 
rather than spraying cleaners directly on 
electronics. Try a can of compressed air to 

Keep devices in top shape and 
running well

remove dust from crevices or vents.

• Invest in a surge protector. While surge 
protector power strips multiply the num-
ber of available outlets, they also serve a 
more important purpose. These devices 
will cut off power to plugged-in electron-
ics if there is a power surge, helping to 
prevent damage.

• Don’t overcharge. It’s essential to have 
gadgets charged and ready to go, but 
overcharging can reduce battery life. Do 
not leave devices charging overnight. 
Battery University ®, a free educational 
website offering battery information, says 
that nickel- and lithium-based batter-
ies should be stored with a 40 percent 
state-of-charge. This level minimizes age-
related capacity loss and keeps the battery 
in good condition.

• Use protective cases. Cases can prevent 
damage if devices are dropped and also 
may safeguard against scratched screens. 
Cases and covers also minimize dust and 
dirt on devices.

• Keep software up-to-date. Security 
issues may arise when software is not 
updated, and programs may not run 
effectively or be compatible with others. 
Along the same vein, routinely clean out 
unused files to free up space, and clear 
cookies and browser histories to maintain 
speed and efficiency.

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com
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Wanting to obtain a healthy lifestyle 
has become quite popular over the 
last decades; however, there is a lot of 
misleading information that people 
have been utilizing in order to obtain 
their goal of becoming healthier. There 
are countless “fad diets” that promise 
quick fixes, rapid weight loss, and even 
detoxification. The truth is, obtaining a 
healthy lifestyle doesn’t mean you need 
to restrict food groups or starve yourself 
to lose weight. It’s all about how you 
build your plate. Every plate we make is 
a building block for a healthier lifestyle, 
so it is important that we include all 
food groups as a part of our meals and 
snacks. Here are some easy steps to help 
you build your plate and obtain the 
goal of a healthier you. 

1. Aim to make half of your plate full 
of fruits and vegetables. Fruits and veg-
etables are full of nutrients that support 
healthy functioning of your brain, cells, 
skin, and everything in between. Try 
to include all different colors such as 
orange, red, purple, white and green.

2. Don’t forget whole grains. Try to 
make at least half of your grains whole. 
Whole grains are a great source of B 
vitamins and natural fiber, which helps 

reduce cholesterol and helps keep you 
regular. Try some ancient whole grains 
including barley, bulgur, quinoa, sor-
ghum, or wild rice.

3. Protein should take up the last 
quarter of your plate. Choosing lean 
or plant proteins will help you reduce 
your intake of saturated fat, which has 
been shown to increase your risk for 
heart disease and strokes. Lean or plant 
proteins include chicken, turkey, nuts, 
beans, tofu, and even some cuts of beef 
such as flank or strip steak.

4. Switch it up by trying to add in some 
“new” foods to your regular routine. 
Keep mealtime fun by picking out 
foods you or your family have never 
tried before like chia seeds, lentils, brus-
sel sprouts, cauliflower, or edamame.

5. Don’t ignore your cravings. If you 
have a sweet tooth, you can always 
satisfy this craving in a healthy way. You 
can always do fresh fruit parfait with 
whipped topping, yogurt or some mini 
white chocolate morsels. If you like hot 
desserts, then you can try baking apples 
or peaches.

Nutrition Check: 
Want to feel great? It’s all in the plate!
By Kristen Hicks-Roof PhD, RDN, LDN and Marissa Schwam BS
mail@floridanewsline.com

The 
Pantry 
Raiders

Turn your grill into a 
pizza maker

By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy MetroCreative
The Chicagoan

Preheat the oven to 400 F. Place the sliced potato in a large bowl and toss with two table-
spoons olive oil, salt and pepper. Line a baking sheet with foil and spread the slices in a 
single layer. Bake for about 15 minutes, until the potato is golden and tender. While still hot, 
loosen the slices with a spatula so they don’t stick.

Prepare a grill for direct cooking over high heat. Season the steak liberally on both sides 
with the salt and pepper. Grill the steak over the hottest part of the fire for 4 minutes. Turn 
and grill for 4 minutes longer, until the steak is medium-rare and well charred. Remove and 
let sit for 5 minutes. Slice thinly.

Brush the grilled side of the pizza crust with the remaining one tablespoon olive oil and 
dust with the Parmesan. Sprinkle the mozzarella and cheddar on top. Drop spoonfuls of the 
chunky tomato sauce onto the pizza. Top with the potato, red onion and the steak.

Grill the pizza with indirect heat. If your grill is still hot, move coals to one side or turn off 
one burner and allow the pizza to cook on the side without a direct flame. Grill the pizza for 
5 to 8 minutes, or until the crust is crisp and brown. The bottom may have a few black spots 
from charring. 

Before serving, drop teaspoons of the sour cream onto the pizza, and garnish with the fresh 
chives.

(Grilling the crust: To grill a pizza crust for this recipe, roll out to a 12-inch circle and place 
on a cookie sheet. Adjust the grill to reach a temperature of 400 F. Slide the dough onto the 
grill. The dough should take about 3 minutes to cook. Watch for bubbles. The crust will be 
soft at first and tear easily. To check doneness, lift the underside. It should be an even light 
brown with brown grill marks. Pick up the crust using tongs and place it on your cookie 
sheet. Flip it over so the grilled side is face up. This browned side becomes the top of your 
pizza. 

The Chicagoan
(Makes a 12-inch pizza)

Some say an outdoor kitchen isn’t complete without a pizza oven. A delicious pie straight 
out of a blazing hot oven can be delectable when dining al fresco, but pizza also can be 
made right on the grill.
This recipe for “The Chicagoan” from Craig W. Priebe’s “Grilled Pizzas & Piadinas” (DK) 
utilizes grilled beef and sliced potatoes to give this grilled pizza a steakhouse flavor. Use a 
homemade dough or your favorite premade variety available at your local grocery store.

1 russet potato, peeled and sliced about ¼ 
-inch thick
3 tbsp. extra virgin olive oil
1 tsp. salt
½ tsp. freshly ground black pepper
8 oz. top sirloin or strip steak
½ tsp. salt
Freshly ground black pepper
1 grilled pizza crust
1 tbsp. grated Parmesan
1 cup shredded mozzarella
½ cup shredded cheddar
1 cup chunky tomato sauce
½ cup thinly sliced red onions
¼ cup sour cream
2 tbsp. minced fresh chives

Crossword puzzles are an integral com-
ponent of newspapers. In addition to 
their entertainment quality, crossword 
puzzles can help improve cognition and 
brain health in individuals of all ages.

The first known crossword puzzle to 
be published was created by a British 
journalist named Arthur Wynne, who 
is often credited as the inventor of 
crosswords. The first puzzle appeared in 
the New York World on Dec. 21, 1913. 
The original crossword was diamond-
shaped and did not feature the familiar 
black squares.

Throughout the 1920s, crossword puz-
zles became a standard offering in many 
newspapers. During this period, puzzle 
shapes evolved to the more familiar 
form, and certain puzzle standards were 
established. Puzzles now appearing in 
most North American newspapers and 
magazines feature solid areas of white 
squares. Each letter is usually part of 
both an “across” word and a “down” 
word, and usually each answer must 
contain at least three letters. In these 
puzzles, shaded squares are typically 
limited to about one-sixth of the total.

It is estimated that around 50 million 
people in America routinely partake in 
crossword puzzles. Each year, one best-
of-the-best is crowned in the American 
Crossword Puzzle Tournament.

Here are some tips that can help im-
prove your crossword-puzzling skills:

• Practice. A lot. Practice makes perfect, 
even with crossword puzzles. Start with 
simple puzzles and work up to the 
more difficult ones.

•  Divide and conquer. Divide the 
puzzle into smaller sections and com-
plete each cluster before moving on. It’s 
easier than completing all of the across 
or down clues.

•  Watch “Jeopardy.” Puzzles used to be 
comprised largely of definitions, but 
they now incorporate just about every 
subject. Improving general knowledge 
and perhaps watching trivia shows can 
help with puzzle completion.

•  Learn repeat offenders. Over time 
you may recognize certain words appear 
in puzzle after puzzle. You’ll soon be 
able to match the clues to these repeat 
words.

•  Familiarize yourself with multiple 
word meanings. Remember to think 
like a puzzle creator, who is probably 
trying to stump you. The word “flower” 
may not imply the blooming plant. It 
may represent something that “flows.”

•  Take a break. Taking a few moments 
to step away from the puzzle before 
returning to it can clear the mind and 
make answers more apparent.

Improve your crossword-solving skills
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy MetroCreative

Crossword puzzles are a newspaper staple. Practice 
is one of the key strategies to improving completion 

rates on these word games.
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Answers on page 3
Provided by MetroCreativePuzzles

Community Marketplace 
Call (904) 886-4919 for advertising rates

CLUES ACROSS
 1. Opposite of on
 4. Creator
10. No seats available
11. About springtime
12. Flagship ESPN show (abbr.)
14. Automobile
15. A matchup
16. Porous volcanic rock
18. Utter repeatedly
22. Not written in any key
23. Revolved
24. Archrival
26. Within
27. Smoker’s accessory
28. Disfigure
30. Primordial matter
31. Thrust horse power (abbr.)
34. Kisses

36. Some is iced
37. A way to derive
39. Unaccompanied by others
40. Discontinued Google app
41. Tony B. left his heart there
42. Condiment
48. Ancient Italian city
50. One who distributes payoff 
money
51. Guarantees
52. Highly decorative
53. Strike with a stick
54. Pie _ __ mode
55. Spanish be
56. Glued
58. A way to drench
59. Part of the body
60. Changes the color

CLUES DOWN
 1. Passerine birds
 2. Noisy quarrel
 3. The front arm or leg of an 
animal
 4. Early multimedia
 5. Golden years
 6. Large mollusk
 7. Small arm of the sea
 8. Persian jurisdiction
 9. Atomic #81
12. From end to end
13. Adorable
17. Ma
19. Nearly falling
20. Portable conical tent
21. Excessive fluid accumulation 
in tissues
25. Fish with high dorsal fins

29. Equal (prefix)
31. Aquatic plant genus
32. Choppers
33. Hand parts
35. Region bordering the sea
38. Well-liked
41. Nap
43. It’s used to make beer
44. Related on the father’s side
45. Senior officer
46. Delicacy (archaic)
47. Figures
49. A way to take away
56. Beloved sandwich __&J
57. Symptom typical of withdrawal 
(abbr.)

• Driveways • Concrete Removal
• Patios • Driveway Extension
• Walkways • Pavers

Catering to the needs of the Homeowner

FREE ESTIMATES
838-1836

Call Today for Free Decorative
Trim with Driveway Job! 

904-732-1870
State Lic # CBC 1258441

Family Remodeling 
Contractors

Bath, Kitchen & ADA 
Remodeling

FLA License Building Contrator
Longevity Since 1980
Insured 
A+ BBB

☑
☑
☑
☑

Tear Out and Replace
• Driveways • Walkways • Patios

• Cool Deck & Slabs 
• Pool Deck Remodel

Free Estimate

904-651-5593
Licensed, insured, bonded

PAVERS CONCRETE
& MORE

SNIP’S TREE & STUMP SERVICE
Tree Preservation • Plant Health Care • Insect & Disease Treatments

Paul Oklevitch
ISA CERTIFIED ARBORIST Over 25 Years Exp.

FL-5456A – LICENSED & INSURED

(904) 268-1017 www.snipstree.com

Mobile 
Notary Service
15 years experience

24 Hour Services

www.vincentsnotary.com
vincentsnotaryservice@gmail.com

904-742-8777
BBB accredited

Visit our website letsgomaa.net to register! Registration ends 8/30/2020
Registration fee for the Fall Season is $60.00 for Junior Tee-Ball (Ages 3-4), $80.00 for Tee-Ball 
(4-6U), $115.00 Rookie (7U-8U) and Minors (9U-10U).  
Registration fee is $130.00 for Majors (11U-12U) and $140.00 for Juniors (13U-15U)
Please note divisional age is as of 4/30/2021
Included in the registration: Team jersey, baseball cap, baseball pants, socks and belt. 
MAA offers a $10 sibling discount.
If you have any questions concerning registration, please contact our Registration Director, 
David Hodges at maasportsmanagement@gmail.com 
For all other information, please contact the park President Bernie Bernich at maabaseball0@
gmail.com

Please visit our website letsgomaa.net for additional information
Address for the park is: 3740 Burnett Park Road Jacksonville, FL 32257

Mandarin Athletic Association (MAA) Fall 2020 Baseball Registration!

HEARING CENTERS

www.StavermanHearingCenters.com
12276 San Jose Blvd – Suite #710

Your CommunityResource
For Better Hearing Dr. Leslie A. Staverman

Audiologist/Owner

Come in and bring a loved one to receive:
• FREE Hearing Screening
• FREE Consultation
• Risk-Free 30-Day Trial – Try it at home, work and play!

Call 904-262-5550 Today!
Offer good through 6/30/19.

You’re invited to try
Oticon Opn STM

RISK FREE
The first device that delivers 

speech understanding on par 
with normal hearing in noisy 

environments. 

Hear Loud 
and Clear

2019-06 Staverman Hearing Center Opn S Newspaper ad 4_9x5_55.indd   1 4/29/2019   10:10:53 AM
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•  FREE Hearing Screening
•  FREE Consultation
•  Risk-Free 30-Day Trial – 
   Try it at home, work and play!

Come in and bring a 
loved one to receive:

Call 904-262-5550 Today!
Offer good through 8/31/20
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THE FOLLOWING ADS HAVE NOT 
BEEN SCREENED BY THE SOUTH-
EASTERN ADVERTISING PUBLISHERS 
ASSOCIATION (SAPA); Therefore, 
any discrepancies thereof shall 
not be the responsibility of the 
aforementioned association.  Your 
publisher has agreed to participate 
in this program and run these ads 
as a service to the Southeastern 
Advertising Publishers Association. 

Reader Advisory: The National 
Trade Association we belong to 
has purchased the above clas-
sifieds. Determining the value of 
their service or product is advised 
by this publication. In order to 
avoid misunderstandings, some 
advertisers do not offer employ-
ment but rather supply the readers 
with manuals, directories and other 
materials designed to help their 
clients establish mail order selling 
and other businesses at home. 
Under NO circumstance should you 
send any money in advance or give 
the client your checking, license ID, 
or credit card numbers. Also beware 
of ads that claim to guarantee loans 
regardless of credit and note that 
if a credit repair company does 
business only over the phone it is 
illegal to request any money before 
delivering its service. All funds are 
based in US dollars. Toll free num-
bers may or may not reach Canada.

ADVERTISE to 10 Million Homes 
across the USA! Place your ad in 
over 140 community newspapers, 
with circulation totaling over 10 
million homes. Contact Indepen-
dent Free Papers of America IFPA 
at  daniel leburnett- i f pa@live .
com or visit our website cadne-
tads.com for more information

     
 Local Job Marketplace!

Florida NewsLine’s Job Finder
Job Finder listing are complimentary for our valued advertisers!

     
 We need YOU to be our 

Neighborhood Reporter! 
Send in your articles and article ideas!

Email editor@floridanewsline.com

Available 
Exclusively 
From

Florida’s Hottest Promotional Product
At a SUPER COOL Price!

Order Now: www.ipcpoly.com • 423.352.6078

16 oz. Insulated Tumbler

The hand shown behind the wrap is there to show transparency.
The grey background is present to demonstrate clear areas of the wrap.

16oz Virtual Tumbler &
Artwork Preview

FRONT ARTWORK
(External Side)

BACK

File Name: 16_LAK100_A003-PURDUE
Insert Type: FULL COLOR TRANSLUCENT
Date: 04/10/2017
Client: LAKESIDE PROMOTIONS
Sales Rep: Zarrillo, M.
Designer: Aviles, M. & Young, M.

This proof is a mock up of the final product. Proportions and placement of design elements may vary slightly. Virtual tumblers use shading 
to enhance realness, which may cause colors to appear lighter or darker. Screen color and printed colors may vary.  To ensure accurate 

color matching, please provide is with a PMS color. Due to vibration during the welding process, inserts may shift slightly. 
A vertical seam can be added to the custom wrap design to conceal overlap. 

Upon approval of this design, you are also approving its use in Covo Drinkware’s promotional items.

All designs are Intellectual and Personal property of Covo Drinkware designers. 
Covo Drinkware reserves the right to resell and alter original designs and/or templates other than copyrighted or trademarked material.

© 2017 COVO DRINKWARE.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

Lid Color: Black

16oz Virtual Tumbler &
Artwork Preview

FRONT ARTWORK BACK

File Name: 16_INT100_A005-WVUSOD
Insert Type: Hybrid
Date: 05/19/2017
Client: International Poly & Promotions 
Sales Rep: Zarrillo, M.
Designer: Aviles, M.

This  proof is a mock up of the final product. Proportions and placement of design elements may vary slightly. Virtual tumblers use shading to enhance
realness, which may cause colors to appear lighter or darker. Screen color and printed colors may vary.  To ensure accurate color matching, please

provide is with a PMS color. Due to vibration during the welding process, inserts may shift slightly. 
A vertical seam can be added to the custom wrap design to conceal overlap. 

Upon approval of this design, you are also approving its use in Covo Drinkware’s promotional items.

All designs are Intellectual and Personal property of Covo Drinkware designers. 
Covo Drinkware reserves the right to resell and alter original designs and/or templates other than copyrighted or trademarked material.

© 2017 COVO DRINKWARE.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

Click here for WVU Brand Standards and Logo Usage information.

Lid Color: Yellow

16oz Virtual Tumbler &
Artwork Preview

FRONT ARTWORK BACK

File Name: 16_INT100_ A019-TAMPABAYTIMES-REV1
Insert Type: Wrap
Date: 08/16/2017
Client: International Poly and Promotions
Sales Rep: Zarrillo, M.
Designer: Aviles, M.

This  proof is a mock up of the final product. Proportions and placement of design elements may vary slightly. Virtual tumblers use shading to enhance
realness, which may cause colors to appear lighter or darker. Screen color and printed colors may vary.  To ensure accurate color matching, please

provide is with a PMS color. Due to vibration during the welding process, inserts may shift slightly. 
A vertical seam can be added to the custom wrap design to conceal overlap. 

Upon approval of this design, you are also approving its use in Covo Drinkware’s promotional items.

All designs are Intellectual and Personal property of Covo Drinkware designers. 
Covo Drinkware reserves the right to resell and alter original designs and/or templates other than copyrighted or trademarked material.

© 2017 COVO DRINKWARE.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

Lid Color: Hunter Green

$795
NOW 
ONLY

Each

16oz Virtual Tumbler &
Artwork Preview

FRONT ARTWORK BACK

File Name: 16_INT100_ A027 

Decoration Style: Wrap
Designer: Aviles, M.

This  proof is a mock up of the final product. Proportions and placement of design elements may vary slightly. Virtual tumblers use shading to 
enhance realness, which may cause colors to appear lighter or darker. Screen color and printed colors may vary.  To ensure accurate color matching, 

please provide is with a PMS color. Due to vibration during the welding process, inserts may shift slightly. 
A vertical seam can be added to the custom wrap design to conceal overlap. 

Upon approval of this design, you are also approving its use in Covo Drinkware’s promotional items.

All designs are Intellectual and Personal property of Covo Drinkware designers. 

Covo Drinkware reserves the right to resell and alter original designs and/or templates other than copyrighted or trademarked material.

© 2017 COVO DRINKWARE.  ALL RIGHTS RESERVED 

Lid Color: Turquoise

Chose from 15 
     lid colors to match 
       your company’s logo!

Mention code FMA when calling!

• Promotional Products 
• Apparel • Gifts• POLY BAGS 
• Single Copy Items • Insul

Perfect for • RETENTION • KIOSKS 
ated Cups & More!  • EMPLOYEE GIFTS • FUNDRAISING

16oz Virtual Tumbler &
Artwork Preview

FRONT ARTWORK BACK

File Name: 16_INT100_ A019-TAMPABAYTIMES-REV1
Insert Type: Wrap
Date: 08/16/2017
Client: International Poly and Promotions
Sales Rep: Zarrillo, M.
Designer: Aviles, M.

This  proof is a mock up of the final product. Proportions and placement of design elements may vary slightly. Virtual tumblers use shading to enhance
realness, which may cause colors to appear lighter or darker. Screen color and printed colors may vary.  To ensure accurate color matching, please

provide is with a PMS color. Due to vibration during the welding process, inserts may shift slightly. 
A vertical seam can be added to the custom wrap design to conceal overlap. 

Upon approval of this design, you are also approving its use in Covo Drinkware’s promotional items.

All designs are Intellectual and Personal property of Covo Drinkware designers. 
Covo Drinkware reserves the right to resell and alter original designs and/or templates other than copyrighted or trademarked material.
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Keeps
Drinks Hot

Keeps
Drinks Cold

Reduced 
Sweating

Dishwasher 
Safe

Microwave
Safe

Manufacturer
 Guarantee

WALK-IN BATHTUB SALE! SAVE $1,500

877-381-3271
Or visit: www.walkintubinfo.com/network

Walk-In Tubs

✔  Backed by American Standard’s 140 years of experience
✔  Ultra low entry for easy entering & exiting
✔  Patented Quick Drain® Technology
✔  Lifetime Warranty on the bath AND installation, 

INCLUDING labor backed by American Standard

✔  44 Hydrotherapy jets for an invigorating massage

Limited Time Offer! Call Today!

FREE!
Savings Include an American 
Standard Right Height Toilet 

FREE! ($500 Value)

Lung Cancer?
Asbestos exposure in industrial,

construction, manufacturing jobs, or the
military may be the cause. Family in

the home were also exposed.
Call 1-866-795-3684 or email

cancer@breakinginjurynews.com.  
$30 billion is set aside for asbestos

victims with cancer. Valuable settlement
monies may not require filing a lawsuit. 

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-
5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  License# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 
2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFNW822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 
176447 Registration# HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# IR731804 Regis-
tration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H   

1-855-995-2490CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY BACK GUARANTEED!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

Promo Number: 285

% % %
OFF OFF OFF15 10 5AND! +

YOUR ENTIRE 
PURCHASE*

SENIOR & MILITARY
DISCOUNTS

TO THE FIRST
50 CALLERS!**

*For those who qualify. One coupon per household. No obligation estimate valid for 1 year. ** Offer valid at estimate only. 
CSLB# 1035795  DOPL #10783658-5501  License# 7656  License# 50145  License# 41354 License# 99338  License# 128344  Li-
cense# 218294 License# 603 233 977 License# 2102212986  License# 2106212946  License# 2705132153A  License# LEAFFN-
W822JZ  License# WV056912  License# WC-29998-H17  Nassau HIC License# H01067000  Registration# 176447 Registration# 
HIC.0649905  Registration# C127229   Registration# C127230 Registration# 366920918 Registration# PC6475  Registration# 
IR731804 Registration# 13VH09953900  Registration# PA069383  Suffolk HIC License# 52229-H   

1-888-927-8649CALL US TODAY FOR
A FREE ESTIMATE

NO MORE GUTTER CLEANING, 
OR YOUR MONEY
BACK GUARANTEED!

Mon-Thurs: 8am-11pm, Fri-Sat: 8am-5pm, Sun: 2pm-8pm EST

AUTOMOBILES 
A-1 DONATE YOUR CAR FOR BREAST 
CANCER! Help United Breast Foun-
dation education, prevention & 
support programs. FAST FREE 
PICKUP - 24 HR RESPONSE - TAX 
DEDUCTION  1-855-758-6966  (t)

CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEWER MOD-
ELS too! Call 1-833-238-0340  (t)

DONATE YOUR CAR OR TRUCK TO 
HERITAGE FOR THE BLIND. Free 
3 Day Vacation, Tax Deductible, 
Free Towing, All Paperwork Taken 
Care Of. CALL 1-855-972-5518  (m)

Donate your car, truck or van. Help 
veterans find jobs or start a busi-
ness. Call Patriotic Hearts Founda-
tion. Fast, FREE pick-up. Max tax-
deduction. Operators are standing 
by! Call 1-833-909-0926   (m)

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!!   All 
Makes/Models 2002-2019! Any 
Condition. Running or Not. Top $$$ 
Paid! Free Towing! We’re Nation-
wide! Call Now: 1-888-985-1806

Donate Your Car to Veterans Today! 
Help and Support our Veterans. 
Fast - FREE pick up. 100% tax 
deductible. Call 1-800-245-0398

BUSINESS SERVICES

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEKS ON 
SITE provides FREE diagnosis 
REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE DURING 
COVID19. No home visit neces-
sary. $40 OFF with coupon 86407! 
Restrictions apply. 844-315-8054

EDUCATION/CAREER TRAINING

AIRLINES ARE HIRING - Get FAA ap-
proved hands on Aviation mechan-
ic training. Financial Aid for quali-
fied students - Career placement 
assistance. CALL Aviation Institute 
of Maintenance 888-686-1704

TRAIN ONLINE TO DO MEDICAL 
BILLING!  Become a Medical 
Office Professional online at CTI!  
Get Trained, Certified & ready 
to work in months!  Call 888-
572-6790.  (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

COMPUTER & IT TRAINING PRO-
GRAM! Train ONLINE to get the 
skills to become a Computer & Help 
Desk Professional now! Now offer-
ing a $10,000 scholarship qualified 
applicants.  Call CTI for details! 
888-449-1713 (M-F 8am-6pm ET)

FINANCIAL
Attention all homeowners in jeop-
ardy of Foreclosure?  We can 
help stop your home from  fore-
closure.  The Foreclosure De-
fense helpline can help save 
your home.  The Call is abso-
lutely free. 1-844-250-5850  (t)

Have $10K In Debt? Credit Cards. 
Medical Bills. Personal Loans. Be 
Debt Free in 24-48 Months. Call 
NATIONAL DEBT RELIEF! Know 
Your Options. Get a FREE debt relief 
quote: Call 1-877-316-7129  (m)

Need some cash! Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches 
& diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK 
1-877-330-2105 or visit www.Get-
GoldGeek.com/cpf   BBB A Plus 
Rated. Request your 100 Percent 
FREE, no risk, no strings attached 
appraisal kit. Call today!   (m)

Wesley Financial Group, LLC. 
Timeshare Cancellation Experts. 
Over $50,000,000 in timeshare 
debt and fees cancelled in 2019. 
Get free informational pack-
age and learn how to get rid of 
your timeshare! Free consul-
tations. Over 450 positive re-
views. Call 844-405-1099  (m)

HEALTH & MEDICAL
Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 855-727-9628

Attention Viagra users: Generic 
100 mg blue pills or Generic 20 mg 
yellow pills. Get 45 plus 5 free $99 
+ S/H. Guaranteed, no prescrip-
tion necessary. Call 855-398-1878

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one 
FREE! High-quality recharge-
able Nano hearing aids priced 
90% less than competitors . 
Nearly invisible! 45-day money 
back guarantee! 844-357-4008

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance – NOT 
just a discount plan. Don’t wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-833-424-6043 www.
dental50plus.com/cpf #6258    (m)

Having men’s health issues? 
Thanks to science, ED can be 
optional. Try HIMS. Connect 
with a medical professional 
online. If approved, your pre-
scribed medication is delivered 
to your door. FREE online visit 
http://himsnow.com/fla  (m)

HEARING AIDS!! Buy one/get one 
FREE! High-quality rechargeable 
Nano hearing aids priced 90% 
less than competitors. Nearly 
invisible! 45-day money back 
guarantee!  1-877-378-1415  (t)  

Life Alert. One press of a but-
ton sends help FAST, 24/7! At 
home and on the go. Mobile 
Pendant with GPS. FREE First 
Aid Kit (with subscription.) CALL 
877-354-1492 FREE Brochure.  (m)

Lung Cancer? And Age 60+? You 
and Your Family May Be Entitled 
to Significant Cash Award. Call 
1-855-635-9214 for Information. No 
Risk. No Money Out of Pocket.  (t)

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! 
Reclaim independence and 
mobility with the compact de-
sign and long-lasting battery 
of Inogen One. Free informa-
tion kit! Call 855-397-7056  (m)

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Can-
cer or Mesothelioma? Exposed 
to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a Sig-
nificant Cash Award! Smoking His-
tory Okay! Call 1-888-789-0415  (t)   

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installat ion! Call  us at 
1-877-583-3563 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/cpf  (m)

VIAGRA & CIALIS! 60 pills for 
$99. 100 pills for $150. FREE 
shipping. Money back guar-
anteed! 1-855-457-9751  ( t )

GENERIC VIAGRA and CIALIS! 
100 Pills $99.00 FREE Ship-
ping! 100% guaranteed. 24/7 
C A L L  N O W !  8 8 8 - 8 8 9 - 5 5 1 5

VIAGRA and CIALIS USERS! 100 
Generic Pills SPECIAL $99.00 
FREE Shipping! 100% guar-
anteed. 24/7 CALL NOW! 888-
445-5928 Hablamos Espanol

Still paying too much for your MED-
ICATION? Save up to 90% on RX 
refill! Order today and receive free 
shipping on 1st order - prescrip-
tion required. Call 1-888-906-1529

LEGAL
SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us fight for you! 
Our network has recovered mil-
lions for clients! Call today for a 
FREE consultation! 844-997-0591

MISCELLANEOUS
Recently diagnosed with LUNG 
CANCER and 60+ years old? Call 
now! You and your family may 
be entitled to a SIGNIFICANT 
CASH AWARD. Call 844-791-6012 
today. Free Consultation. No Risk.

SAVE BIG on HOME INSURANCE! 
Compare 20 A-rated insur-
ances companies. Get a quote 
within minutes. Average sav-
ings of $444/year!  Call 855-993-
0514!  (M-F 8am-8pm Central)

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed In-
ternet for ONLY $19.95/month. 
Call Today for $100 Gift Card! 
Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call  1-855-837-
9146 (some restrictions apply)

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates!  We specialize 
in safe bathing.  Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers.  Call for a free in-home 
consultation:  87 7-661-6587

AT TENTION: OXYGEN USERS!  
The NEW Inogen One G5.  1-6 
flow settings. Designed for 24 
hour oxygen use .  Compac t 
and Lightweight.  Get a Free 

Info kit today: 866-954-2694

Donate your car, truck or van. 
Help veterans find jobs or start 
a business. Call Patriotic Hearts 
Foundation. Fast, FREE pick-up. 
Max tax-deduction. Operators are 
standing by! Call 1-844-982-2392

Become a published author! 
Publications sold at all major 
secular & specialty Christian 
bookstores. CALL Christian Faith 
Publishing for your FREE author 
submission kit. 1-877-484-4025

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data     FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!   FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-855-942-3256

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 plus procedures. 
Real dental insurance - NOT just 
a discount plan. Do not wait! 
Call now! Get your FREE Dental 
Information Kit with all the de-
tails! 1-866-694-6148 www.den-
tal50plus.com/southern #6258

ATTENTION SENIORS 62+! Get a 
REVERSE MORTGAGE LOAN to ac-
cess tax free cash & no monthly 
mortgage payments as long as 
you live in the home.  Retire with 
more Cash! Call 888-704-0782

Recently Diagnosed w/Lung Can-
cer or Mesothelioma? Exposed 
to Asbestos Pre-1980 at Work or 
Navy? You May Be Entitled to a 
Significant Cash Award! Smok-
ing History Okay! 844-773-1363

BATHROOM RENOVATIONS. EASY, 
ONE DAY updates! We specialize 
in safe bathing. Grab bars, no 
slip flooring & seated show-
ers . Call for a free in-home 
consul tat ion:  87 7-925-9682

GENERAC Standby Generators. 
The weather is increasingly 
unpredictable. Be prepared for 
power outages. FREE 7-year ex-
tended warranty ($695 value!) 
Schedule your FREE in-home 
assessment today. Call 1-855-
708-4101.  Special f inancing 
for qualified customers.  (m)

MRCOOL DIY Ductless Heat 
Pump. Energy efficient heating 
& cooling! The only ductless 
system designed for amateur 
installation. Simple setup. Install 
anywhere. 100% sealed sys-
tem. No special tools or training 
needed. WiFi controls. Call for 
more info! 1-855-891-1058  (m)

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions apply. 
Call us today 1-877-568-5045. (m)

Become a published author! Pub-
lications sold at all major secular 
& specialty Christian bookstores. 
CALL Christian Faith Publish-
ing for your FREE author sub-
mission kit. 1-844-293-6611  (m)

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920. Book manuscript 
submissions currently being 
reviewed. Call for Free Author`s 
Guide 1-844-218-1247. http://
dorranceinfo.com/florida  (m)

DISH Network. $59.99 for 190 Chan-
nels! Blazing Fast Internet, $19.99/
mo. (where available.) Switch & 
Get a FREE $100 Visa Gift Card. 
FREE Voice Remote. FREE HD DVR. 
FREE Streaming on ALL Devices. 
Call today! 1-855-895-7245  (m)

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Chan-
nels + $14.95 High Speed In-
ternet.  Free Installation, Smart 
HD DVR Included, Free Voice 
Remote .  Some restr ic t ions 
apply.  1 -855-3 40-3064  ( t )

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-877-929-1176  (m)

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire Pur-
chase. 10% Senior & Military Dis-
counts. Call 1-866-287-4769  (m)

High-Speed Internet . We in-
stantly compare speed, pric-
ing, availability to find the best 
service for your needs. Start-
ing at $39.99/month! Quickly 
compare offers from top provid-
ers. Call 1-855-956-3567   (m)

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. WiFi 
built in!  FREE Standard Installa-
tion for lease customers! Limited 
Time, Call 1-855-485-4101  (m)

Moving out of state in the next 
30-60 days?  Don’t get taken for 
a ride! Moving APT offers a PRICE 
MATCH GUARANTEE and RISK 
FREE RESERVATIONS. Carriers 

are all licensed and bonded. Free 
quote! Call 1-866-324-6215  (m)

Need IRS Relief $10K - $125K+ Get 
Fresh Star t or Forgiveness‎ 
Call 1-855-908-2440 Monday 
through Friday 7AM-5PM PST  (t)  

SERIOUSLY INJURED in an AUTO 
ACCIDENT? Let us fight for you! Our 
network has recovered millions 
for clients! Call today for a FREE 
consultation! 1-866-384-0971 (t)

COMPUTER ISSUES? GEEK S 
ON SITE provides FREE diag-
nosis REMOTELY 24/7 SERVICE 
DURING COVID19.  No home 
visit necessary. $40 OFF with 
coupon 86407! Restric tions 
apply.  1 -855-993-417 2)   ( t )

Need Help with Family Law? 
Can’t Afford a $5000 Retainer?  
https://www.familycourtdirect.
com/?network=1  Low Cost Legal 
Services - Pay As You Go - As 
low as $750-$1500 - Get Legal 
Help Now! Call 1-844-415-4092 
Mon-Fri 7am to 4pm PST  (t)

Earthlink High Speed Internet. As 
Low As $14.95/month (for the first 
3 months.) Reliable High Speed 
Fiber Optic Technology. Stream 
Videos, Music and More! Call 
Earthlink Today 1-855-520-7938

Applying for Social Security 
Disability or Appealing a De-
nied Claim?  Call Bill Gordon & 
Assoc., Social Security Disabil-
ity Attorneys, 1-855-498-6323! 
FREE Consultations. Local At-
torneys Nationwide [Mail: 2420 
N St NW, Washington DC. Office: 
Broward Co. FL (TX/NM Bar.)]

Become a Published Author. We 
want to Read Your Book! Dorrance 
Publishing-Trusted by Authors 
Since 1920 Book manuscript 
submissions currently being re-
viewed. Comprehensive Services: 
Consultation, Production, Promo-
tion and Distribution Call for Your 
Free Author’s Guide 1-877-626-2213

Portable Oxygen Concentrator 
May Be Covered by Medicare! Re-
claim independence and mobility 
with the compact design and long-
lasting battery of Inogen One. Free 
information kit! Call 888-609-2189

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for [350+ ] procedures. 
Real dental insurance -NOT just 
a discount plan. [Don’t wait!] 
Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-877-308-2834 www.
dental50plus.com/cadnet #6258

Two great new offers from AT&T 
Wireless! Ask how to get the Next 
Generation Samsung Galaxy S10e 
FREE. FREE iPhone with AT&T’s 
Buy one, Give One. While supplies 
last! CALL 1-866-565-8452 or www.
freephonesnow.com//cadnet

Stay in your home longer with 
an American Standard Walk-In 
Bathtub. Receive up to $1,500 
off, including a free toilet, and 
a lifetime warranty on the tub 
and installat ion! Call  us at 
1-855-481-3969 or visit www.
walkintubquote.com/national

HughesNet Satellite Internet - 
25mbps starting at $49.99/mo! 
Get More Data   FREE Off-Peak 
Data. FAST download speeds. 
WiFi built in!  FREE Standard 
Installation for lease customers! 
Limited Time, Call 1-855-973-9254

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-402-0373

Lung Cancer? Asbestos exposure 
in industrial, construction, manu-
facturing jobs, or military may be 
the cause. Family in the home 
were also exposed. Call 1-866-
795-3684 or email cancer@break-
inginjurynews.com. $30 billion is 
set aside for asbestos victims with 
cancer. Valuable settlement mon-
ies may not require filing a lawsuit.

Cross country Moving, Long 
dis tance Moving Company, 
out of state move $799 Long 
Dis tance Movers .  Get  Free 
q u o t e  o n  y o u r  L o n g  d i s -
tance move. 1-844-452-1706

Call Empire Today® to sched-
ule a FREE in-home estimate 
o n  C a r p e t i n g  &  F l o o r i n g . 
Cal l  Today! 1-855-404-2366

DISH Network $59.99 For 190 
Channels! Add High Speed In-
ternet for ONLY $19.95/month. 
Call Today for $100 Gift Card! 
Best Value & Technology. FREE 
Installation. Call  1-855-837-
9146 (some restrictions apply)

CASH FOR CARS: We Buy Any Con-
dition Vehicle, 2002 and Newer. 

Nat ionw ide  Fre e  P ick  Up! 
Cal l  Now:  1 -800-864 -5960.

Wesley Financial Group, LLC Time-
share Cancellation Experts Over 
$50,000,000 in timeshare debt 
and fees cancelled in 2019. Get free 
informational package and learn 
how to get rid of your timeshare! 

Free consultations. Over 450 posi-
tive reviews. Call 844-909-3339

BOY SCOUT COMPENSATION FUND 
- Anyone that was inappropri-
ately touched by a Scout leader 
deserves justice and financial 
compensation!  Victims may be 
eligible for a significant cash 
settlement.  Time to file is lim-
ited.  Call Now!  833-729-0164

Were you or a loved one diag-
nosed with Ovarian Cancer, En-
dometrial Cancer, Fallopian Tube 
Cancer or Peritoneal Cancer in 
2010 or later and used Johnson & 
Johnson Baby Powder regularly in 
the genital area previous to diag-
nosis? If so, you may be entitled to 
compensation. Call 877-761-9069.

Need some cash? Sell us your 
unwanted gold, jewelry, watches 
& diamonds. Call GOLD GEEK 
1-844-209-9872 or visit www.
GetGoldGeek .com/nani BBB 
A+ Rated. Request your 100% 
FREE, no risk , no strings at-
tached appraisal kit. Call today!

Only the Highest quality CBD 
products from AceWellness! 
We guarantee highest qual-
ity, most competitive pricing on 
CBD products.  Softgels, Oils, 
Skincare, Vape & more. Coupon 
Code: PRINT20 1-855-681-3113

Eliminate gutter cleaning forever! 
LeafFilter, the most advanced 
debris-blocking gutter protec-
tion. Schedule a FREE LeafFilter 
estimate today. 15% off Entire 
Purchase. 10% Senior & Military 
Discounts. Call 1-855-995-2490

DENTAL INSURANCE from Physi-
cians Mutual Insurance Company. 
Coverage for 350 procedures. 
Real dental insurance. NOT just 
a discount plan. [Don’t wait!] 
Call now! Get your FREE Den-
tal Information Kit with all the 
details! 1-888-623-3036 www.
dental50plus .com/58 #6258

Stay in your home longer with an 
American Standard Walk-In Bath-
tub. Receive up to $1,500 off, in-
cluding a free toilet, and a lifetime 
warranty on the tub and installa-
tion! Call us at 1-855-534-6198

AT&T Internet. Starting at $40/
month w/12-mo agmt. Includes 1 
TB of data per month. Get More 
For Your High-Speed Internet 
Thing. Ask us how to bundle and 
SAVE! Geo & svc restrictions ap-
ply. Call us today 1-888-796-8850

DIRECT V NOW. No Satel l i te 
Needed. $40/month. 65  Chan-
nels. Stream Breaking News, Live 
Events, Sports & On Demand Ti-
tles. No Annual Contract. No Com-
mitment. CALL 1-866-825-6523

ATTENTION OXYGEN THERAPY 
USERS!  Inogen One G4 is ca-
pable of full 24/7 oxygen de-
livery.  Only 2.8 pounds. FREE 
information kit. Call 877-929-9587

DISH TV $59.99 For 190 Channels 
+ $14.95 High Speed Internet.  

Free Installation, Smart HD DVR In-
cluded, Free Voice Remote. Some 
restrictions apply. 1-833-872-2545.

NEW AUTHORS WANTED! Page 
Publishing will help you self-
publish your own book. FREE au-
thor submission kit! Limited offer! 
Why wait? Call now: 866-951-7214

SATELLITE TV
$59.99/month Directv Special. 
155+ Channels, HBO for 12 months 
and 3 months of Premium Movie 
Channels! Whole Home GENIE 
HD DVR! Call Now! 877-221-8427

DISH TV - Over 190 Channels 
Now ONLY $59.99/mo!  2yr price 
guarantee, FREE Installation!  
Save HUNDREDS over Cable and 
DIRECTV. Add Internet as low 
as $14.95/mo! 1-855-977-7405

WANTED TO BUY
CASH FOR CARS! We buy all 
cars! Junk, high-end, totaled – it 
doesn’t matter! Get free towing 
and same day cash! NEWER 
MODELS too! Call 1-866-508-8362.

Want s  to  purchase miner-
als and other oil and gas in-
terests . Send details to P.O. 
Box 13557 Denver, Co. 80201

CARS/TRUCKS WANTED!!! 2002 
and Newer! Any Condition. Run-
ning or Not. Competitive Offer! 
Free Towing! We’re Nationwide! 
C a l l  Now:  1 -888- 4 16-2 3 3 0 .
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 Call today and ask about 
advertising in our next issue!

 Email  
Rebecca@FloridaNewsLine.com

 Call Rebecca 
724-968-7602

Support our advertisers!

Road trips have become the way to 
travel this summer, especially those 
within our own state and those offering 
a variety of outdoor activities. Sarasota 
fits the bill, lying south of Tampa on the 
Gulf Coast, about a four-hour drive. 

Sarasota prides itself on its white-sand 
beaches with Siesta Key beach 
appearing annually on 
“Top Beaches in the 
U.S.” lists. Siesta 
Key Beach lies 
on a crescent-
shaped barrier 
island and runs 
eight miles 
long. Visitors 
and residents 
also enjoy Long-
boat Key and Lido 
Key beaches. Venice 
earned the nickname the 
Shark’s Tooth Capital of 
the World, due to the 
thousands of fossilized teeth that wash 
up each year on this south Sarasota 
County beach. 

John Ringling made 
Sarasota his winter 
home as well as that of 
the circus during the 
early 1900s through 
1959. The lush tropi-
cal grounds of the 
Ringling Museums 
are free to the public, 
but you need to buy 
a ticket to go into 
the Circus Museum 
or Ca D’Zan, 
Ringling’s former 
home that looks 
like a Venetian 
palace fronting 
Sarasota Bay. 

The Ringling 
Museum of Art (on the same 
grounds) offers complimentary ad-
mission on Mondays. Ringling left 
his treasured collection of Medi-
eval, Renaissance, Greek, Roman, 
and Cypriot antiquities to the 

state of Florida upon his 
death. The lus-

cious pink build-
ing with a 

Renaissance 
façade 
stands as 
Florida’s 
official 
art mu-

seum. The 
courtyard 

in the center 
ranks as my 

favorite spot in the 
city. Columned 
walkways, foun-

tains, flowers, and statues, including 
an exact copy of Michelangelo’s David, 
lie scattered within the space, a calm 
respite any day. 

Marie Selby Gardens, an 
outdoor botanical garden in 
the downtown area, makes 
what I’d consider a somewhat 
COVID-safe destination. Spe-
cialty orchids flourish here with 
more than 4,000 live speci-
mens. Selby’s sister property, 
Historic Spanish Point, lies 11 
miles south of the city center. I 
recently visited and discovered 
another oasis with canopy cov-

ered trails. It resembled an Adirondack 
style camp from a past era, except with 
palm trees. A cottage used by socialite 
Mrs. Potter Palmer overlooks the water 
with a formal sunken garden, pool, and 
pergola. Further along, a fern garden 
and a butterfly garden include imagina-
tive statuary that captivated my interest. 

Children (and photographers) love 
Jungle Gardens, featuring the chance 
to get close and/or feed pink flamin-
gos. Reptiles and tropical birds thrive 
amongst other creatures in this 10-
acre outdoor setting. Those interested 
in marine life should visit the Mote 
Marine Aquarium, where you will find 
a 135,000-gallon shark habitat, resident 
manatees, and sea turtles. Those look-

Capt. David’s Fishing Report
By Captain David Lifka
mail@floridanewsline.comFishing

By Debi Lander
mail@floridanewsline.com

Road Trip: SarasotaTravel

What to do, what to do?

We have now reached the time of year 
when fishing on the St. Johns River is 
really beginning to turn up a notch or 
two — or three. We have shrimp in the 
river, and we have fish that feed on the 
shrimp in the river. Sometimes trying 
to decide whether to fish, shrimp, or 
fish and shrimp can be difficult. Making 
the right call could be the difference 
in coming home with a full or empty 
cooler.

To avoid a “feast or famine” type situa-
tion on your next trip out, think like a 
boy scout and “be prepared.” If you are 
going shrimping, bring fishing rods. If 
you are going fishing, bring your cast 
net. 

The best shrimping (like fishing) is 
often tidal. When the tide is not right, 
shrimping can be a lot of work with 
minimal results. When this happens, 
try taking off for an hour or so to your 
favorite nearby fishing spot. Set the 
rods out, relax and rehydrate. If the fish 
are biting, take advantage and keep on 
fishing.

The same can be done if you are fishing 
first. Try a few throws of your cast net 

before you fish 
just to catch 
bait. If you 
just happen to 
get on them 
really well (like 
dozens per 
throw), then 
take advantage 
and load up. 
After getting 
enough shrimp 
for a dinner or 
two and bait, 
continue on 
with your fish-
ing plans.

Through the 
month of 
August and 
into September 
we can expect 
shrimping 
and fishing to 
continue to 
improve. We 
can also expect 
the shrimp 
to get larger 
as the season 
progresses. 
Weather often 

plays an important role 
in the length and qual-
ity of our shrimping 
season, and the fishing 
that coincides. Let’s 
hope that this year’s 
weather mix delivers 
the proper formula 
needed for a long and 
prosperous shrimping 
(fishing) season.

Just a thought. Of-
ten when culling our 
bycatch of smaller 
shrimp, we are tossing 
back shrimp that have 
already died. Keeping 
these same “toss backs” 
in the mix of your five-
gallon bucket has been 
for many, a money sav-
ing practice. By saving 
these smaller shrimp 
for future fishing trips, 
the need and hassle to 
purchase bait is elimi-
nated. 

Fishing Report: Reds, 
drum, croakers (all 
cousins) being caught 
from Buckman to 

 Sunken Garden and Pergola, Historic Spanish Point.

Photos courtesy Debi Lander

The Ringling Mansion, Ca D’Zan.

Ringling Museum of Art Courtyard.

Miniature Circus in the Circus Museum.

Yellow orchid at Marie Selby Gardens.

Photo courtesy Bill Edwards

Jim Bagnardi caught a 21” flounder in the Intracoastal 
Waterway near the St. Augustine inlet on July 10. 

Green Cove. Shrimp from Doctor’s 
Lake to Green Cove. Still decent size 
whiting in surf at area beaches. 

Whether you catch one, some or none, 
the family time spent fishing will last a 
lifetime.

Email your Catch of the Month photo to 
catchofthemonthpictures@gmail.com. Be 
sure to include the name of the person(s) 
in the photo, the name of the person who 
took the photo, the type of fish and date 
and location of the catch. We will select a 
photo each month for publication.

ing for more exotic species can visit the 
Big Cat Habitat. 

Myakka River State Park offers a chance 
to kayak through a mangrove forest 
tunnel or bike along its 20 miles of 
trails. Florida’s mangrove forests form 
shady canals where larger boats can’t go. 

Most Sarasota restaurants offer out-
door dining and covered terraces. The 
Columbia of Armand’s Circle pleases 
many, or try Ophelia’s on the Bay on 
Longboat Key. 

If you go: VisitSarasota.com 

Visit www.bylandersea.com to read more 
of local travel writer Debi Lander’s stories 
and travel tips.
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You have
a million 

questions.

We have an app.
Be ready for motherhood with the MyFamily 
app from Baptist Health and Wolfson 
Children’s Hospital. It features helpful tools 
like trackers and appointment reminders, 
along with articles approved by our doctors. 
And best of all, your baby won’t outgrow it 
for years.

Learn more at wolfsonchildrens.com/MyFamily

Download the MyFamily app today.

Great tools for motherhood,
right in your pocket.

BH 37686 MyFamily Great Tools MNL/CL Ad_v01.indd   1 5/19/20   4:48 PM

Gardening
By Master Gardener Volunteer Lesley Arrandale

mail@floridanewsline.com

Summer – Bugs and More 

I have had a small potted citrus tree — 
shrub, really — for quite a few years. It’s 
a limequat, a cross between a kumquat 
and a Key lime. This year it began 
flowering a few months ago and I had 
hopes of some fruit, 
but all the flowers 
fell. It was then I 
noticed that some 
leaves had been 
chewed ragged, and 
I found the culprit 
was a bright green 
American grasshop-
per (Schistocerca 
americana). It wasn’t 
an insect that I had 
seen before, but I 
found a second one 
a few weeks later in 
among my tomato 
plants. This creature 
varies in color before 
it reaches its adult 
stage, depending 
on the number of 
them in proximity, 
and thankfully green ones don’t occur in 
large numbers: http://entnemdept.ufl.
edu/creatures/field/american_grasshop-
per.htm. When you see multicolored 
grasshoppers, the population will be 
larger and you should be vigilant to 
protect your plants. I caught both of 
mine and disposed of them — under-
neath a brick!

Watching zebra longwing butterflies in 
my yard has been a wonderful diver-

sion, but I hadn’t given their lifecycle 
much thought. Yes, they lay tiny yellow 
eggs on young passion vine shoots, 
which hatch into white caterpillars 
with black spines that then pupate and 

form dark crinkly 
chrysalides with 
appendages like 
horns at the bottom. 
When they emerge, 
or eclose, the new 
butterflies rest while 
their wings expand 
fully and then they 
go on their way, to 
breed, lay eggs, and 
so on: https://edis.
ifas.ufl.edu/pdffiles/
IN/IN80500.pdf. 
Most butterflies’ 
lives follow the 
same pattern, but 
the food for their 
caterpillars will vary 
from species to spe-
cies. It wasn’t until 
my husband asked 

me how long they live that I took a 
closer look, and I was surprised to learn 
that zebra longwings can live up to six 
weeks, and the reason is that their diet 
includes nutrient-rich pollen as well as 
nectar, which is highly unusual. One 
chrysalis formed outside my kitchen 
window and my attention was drawn 
to it by the behavior of other zebra 
longwings: two or three at a time would 
flutter around it, as if they were check-
ing it out, and further research told me 

that they probably were. Males of the 
species are known to mate with females 
while they are still in their chrysalides. 
Finally I saw two butterflies resting on 
each side of the chrysalis, and they re-
mained there for several hours at least, 
so perhaps the female had emerged to 
join her mate: www.floridamuseum.ufl.
edu/100years/zebra-longwing/.

It’s truly summer, with temperatures in 
the ‘90s and high humidity, and when 
our days are rainy it’s great not to have 
to water so much. This is a gentle re-
minder, particularly for anyone with an 
automated irrigation system, to make 
sure it is operating efficiently, and pref-
erably employs a soil moisture meter to 
prevent the system coming on unneces-
sarily: https://gardeningsolutions.ifas.
ufl.edu/care/irrigation/. Overwatering 
is a major cause of lawns succumbing to 
disease, overgrowth of weeds, and even 
insect damage. Visual signs to indicate a 
thirsty lawn can include a slightly blue 
cast, folded leaf blades, and the impres-
sion of footprints remaining when it’s 
walked on. It’s also worth noting that 
lawns have different needs for water 
than do shrubs and flowerbeds, so make 
sure an irrigation system runs in zones 
accordingly.

Check out the latest New Leaf – Yard 
and Garden newsletter (https://tinyurl.
com/yxuhw2qq) for topical informa-
tion and advice. 

Stay safe and keep cool.

Photos courtesy Metro Creative

Mandarin Garden Club, 2892 Loretto 
Road, will hold its semi-annual $1 
Clothing Sale on Friday, Aug. 28 and 
Saturday, Aug. 29 from 9 a.m. – 1 p.m. 
each day. The proceeds made from this 
sale help to support the club’s local 
charities and to care for the garden club 
grounds and building that is enjoyed by 
the community.  

The sale will contain many tables of 
gently used clothing for men, women 
and children and a large area will be 
covered with beautiful clothing items 
and scarves, purses and other items 
for $1. Jewelry is offered separately at 
bargain prices. There will be a small 
boutique area with name brand new and 
high end quality clothing; these items 
will be priced only a few dollars more. 
Good gardening gloves are also for sale. 

Attending the sale is also a great oppor-
tunity to walk the beautiful gardens of 
the garden club and meet people from 
your community. CDC guidelines will 
be followed.

The garden club is available for rent 
for parties, weddings, reunions, and all 
kinds of special occasions. In trying to 
be of help to our community, the prices 
for renting the club are lower than many 
venues in the area. 

Visit www.mandaringardenclub.org for 
more information about the club and 
the different subgroups called circles 
that meet at various times, including 
evenings.

News from the 
Mandarin Garden 
Club By Diana Openbrier

mail@floridanewsline.com
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We’re Here for your
Cancer Treatment

Telemedicine consultations now available.
Insurance plans accepted.

Private, free-standing offices in Jacksonville and Amelia Island

904.880.5522 | ACKERMANCANCERCENTER.COM

Leaders in Proton Therapy
Men’s  Hea l th  &  V i t a l i t y

We Specialize In prostate, sexual, bladder and kidney health. 

Telemedicine is available for many consultations
or visit our private, free-standing office in Mandarin

904.490.7400 | ACKERMANUROLOGY . COM
10232 SAN JOSE BLVD. JACKSONVILLE, FL 32257

Urology – The Ackerman Way

Dr. Robert Busch

Dr. Eric Ordinario

Client: Jax Multispecialty Dental
Contact: Dr. Obdulia Rondon
Ad Rep: Heather
Ad Size: 1/4

Jax Multispecialty

Dental Center

904-786-9200
12276 San Jose Blvd. Ste 314

1 Normandy Blvd.
Se Habla Español

Our group of dental specialists provide expert 
care from simple to complex cases!

Dr. Dennis M. Mahan, D.M.D
• Oral Surgeon
• 3D CT
• Implants
• Sedation
• Wisdom Teeth Extractions

Dr. Eric M. Olson, D.D.S.
• Prosthodontist
• Full In-House Dental Lab
• From Single Tooth Replacement

to Full mouth Reconstruction

Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, 
D.D.S.
• Orthodontics
• Braces
• Hygiene Procedure - Teeth Cleaning 
when you are due, no need to have 2 trips 
to the dentist.

Dr. Jessica  Nixon D.M.D.
• General Dentist

Dr. Obdulia Rondon D.M.D.
• General Dentist

COMPREHENSIVE EXAM
Includes cleaning & X-Ray

(D0150, D0220, D1110)

$39
EMERGENCY
EXAM &
ONE X-RAY

Your smile and investment  
deserve a second opinion.

SECOND
OPINION

DENTURE
REPAIR

Same day denture repair
in the office at an
affordable price.

Ask about our 10%
Senior Discount!

with 3D X-RAY
FREE IMPLANT

CONSULT

$500
VALUE

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D
Cone Beam Scan, for implant supported

denture, single tooth/bridge.

To determine implant fee starting at $1500.

904.786.5850
www.JRdentalcare.com

www.JaxDentalCenter.com

Working Together to Create Smiles &
Relationships for a Lifetime

$99
NEW PATIENT

SPECIAL
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JRDentalCare.com

Safe and quick implant placement with 3D Cone Beam Scan, 
for implant supported denture, single tooth/bridge.

To determine implant fee starting at $1500.

Your smile and investment 
deserve a second opinion.

IMPLANT CONSULT

SECOND OPINION

with 3D X-RAY

Our group of dental specialists provide 
expert care from simple to complex cases!
• Dr. Obdulia Rondon, DMD
• Dr. Yaney Gonzalez, DMD
• Dr. Jeannette Hanna, DMD
• Dr. Ryan Garske, DMD
• Dr. Jessica Nixon, DMD

At Our Specialty Center:
• Dr. Dennis Mahan, Oral Surgery
• Dr. Annette Lorenzo-Reyes, Orthodontics
• Dr. Allison Johnston, Pediatric Dentist
• Dr. Eric Olson, Prosthodontics

12276 San Jose Blvd. 
Ste 314904-786-9200


