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WHERE
5387 Palm Valley Rd. 
Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

The Kids Zone presented by  
Nemours Children’s Health System 
is located steps away from  
THE PLAYERS Welcome Experience.

WHEN 
March 10-15, 2020

TICKETS
Entry into the Kids Zone is free 
with a ticket to the tournament.  
Visit THEPLAYERS.com for more 
info. Parking not included in ticket 
purchase. And remember — kids 
15 and under get in free to the  
tournament with a ticketed adult.

Reconnect with friends and introduce yourself to some 
new ones in the Kids Zone presented by Nemours Children’s 
Health System at THE PLAYERS, the biggest sporting event 
of the year in Northeast Florida.

SPECIAL EVENTS
Kids Autograph Signing with Phil Mickelson  
and a Nemours Ambassador
Wednesday, March 11 from 9:30 to 10 a.m. in the Kids Zone

Kids are invited to join us for a special autograph session with pro 
golfer Phil Mickelson and one of his longtime family friends, a childhood 
cancer survivor and Nemours ambassador. Autograph cards will be 
provided. Please note that only children and teens will be allowed in 
the autograph line itself, and can be accompanied by one ticketed adult.

Tee Time
Saturday, March 14 from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the Kids Zone 

Tee off with your kids in a fun mini golf challenge with  
Nemours Sports Medicine and Orthopedics experts. 

Eye Screen for Ice Cream and Family Morning Out 
Sunday, March 15 from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in the Kids Zone

Join Nemours Ophthalmology experts for free eye  
screenings for school-aged kids. Any child who  
receives a screening will receive an ice cream voucher.  
Parents — join up with the ladies of Jacksonville Mom  
starting at 10 a.m. while your little ones have fun in  
the Kids Zone, and receive a Mini Bar voucher for swinging by. 

Come See Us!

Your child. Our promise.
© 2020. The Nemours Foundation.  
® Nemours is a registered trademark of The Nemours Foundation. J4678 (01/20)
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Tuesday, March 10, Military Appreciation Day
Featured Charity of the Day: K9s for Warriors
•	 Entries open at 7:30 a.m.
•	 Practice day for professionals
•	 Military Appreciation Ceremony with Chainsmokers concert at 5 

p.m. at the 17th hole

Wednesday, March 11
Featured Charity of the Day: The First Tee
•	 Entries open at 7:30 a.m.
•	 Practice day for professionals
•	 FCA Golf Jax Breakfast with the Pros, 7:30 a.m. – 9 a.m. at 
	 Sawgrass Marriott
•	 THE PLAYERS Championship Caddie Competition in memory of 

Bruce Edwards at 17th hole

Thursday, March 12
Featured Charity of the  Day: Wolfson Children’s Hospital
•	 Entries open at 7:15 am
•	 First round of competition begins at approximately 7:35 a.m. 

(threesomes off of No. 1 and No.10)

Friday, March 13
Featured Charity of the Day: Book Trust
•	 Entries open at 7:15 am
•	 Second round of competition begins at approximately 7:35 a.m. 

(threesomes off of No.1 and No.10)

Saturday, March 14
Featured Charity of the Day: Ascension St. Vincent’s Foundation
•	 Entries open at 8:00 a.m.
•	 Third round of competition begins at approximately 8:30 a.m., 

depending on the size of the cut (twosomes off No.1)

Championship Sunday, March 15 
Featured Charity of the Day: Nemours Children’s Health System
•	 Entries open at 7:15 a.m.
•	 Chapel Service, 7 a.m. – 8 a.m. in Stadium Village, located in THE 

PLAYERS Welcome Experience at the Nicklaus Entry
•	 Final round of competition begins at approximately 7:45 a.m., 

depending on size of the cut (twosomes off No.1)
•	 THE PLAYERS Closing Ceremonies, approximately 6 p.m. on Lower 

Clubhouse Lawn
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elcome to beautiful Ponte Vedra Beach and THE PLAYERS Championship, with tournament dates 
of March 10 – 15. We hope you enjoy your visit to the Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass, designed 
specifically with spectators like you in mind.

Our Ponte Vedra NewsLine Championship Spectators Guide returns for the fifth year with more helpful 
information than ever. Within these pages you will find everything you need to know about THE PLAYERS 
Championship. 

What’s new for 2020? Find out on page 8. Are you interested in the social scene? Check out a bucket list just 
for you on page 21. Meet volunteer Jim Brungard on page 19. Find out what’s in a Sawgrass Splash on page 15. 
The pages in between are full of useful and timely tidbits, all designed to make your visit an enjoyable one.

Our company has produced local community newspapers in the North Florida area for the past 20 years. We 
thank you, our readers, for making Ponte Vedra NewsLine your community newspaper. We are pleased to 
present our 2020 Championship Spectators Guide and in a small way be a part of this iconic golf tournament.

Mark Pettus, Publisher
Martie Thompson, Editor

Julie Gerona, Creative Director
Linda Gay, Advertising Sales

Rebecca Thomson, Advertising Sales
Emily Whitehead, Bookkeeper

W
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schedule of events
dramatic moments
what’s new for 2020
what to bring & leave
getting here
where to eat & drink
the first tee alumnus
course map
get to know volunteer Jim Brungard
bucket list: for the golf fanatic
bucket list: for the social scene seekers
bucket list: for the foodie
bucket list: family fun ideas
stay connected
military appreciation
disabled guest services
golf tips
best of the best

Policy
All items are subject to search. You will be asked to 
return all unauthorized items to your car.

THE PLAYERS’



contents & welcome

DIVE IN. 

Join us for lunch, brunch, dinner or drinks in the heart of Ponte Vedra.   
We are open during Oak Bridge construction. And as good as ever!

254 Alta Mar Drive Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082 | 3PalmsGrille.com

Enjoy the Diver Scallops on our seasonal menu at 3 Palms Grille. 



dramatic moments6
1980 – After its first three years at various prestigious courses, Sawgrass 

Country Club hosted The Tournament Players Championship for five 
consecutive seasons. Perhaps the most dramatic finish featured a wedge 
shot Lee Trevino hit stiff on the final hole to set up a birdie and a one-shot 
victory over Ben Crenshaw. Tom Watson and Seve Ballesteros finished 
tied for third on the Hall of Fame-themed leaderboard.

1985 – Nobody ever hit the ball straighter than Calvin Peete. His precision 
paid off with five birdies over the final 10 holes, including a tap-in at 
No. 17 that opened a three-shot lead. When he walked up the fairway at 
No. 18, the first African-American to win THE PLAYERS doffed his cap to 
the cheering crowd; later, he said he was thinking, “I have reached the 
mountain top.”

1990 – Mark Calcavecchia mounted a final-round charge to pull within one 
shot of leader Jodie Mudd as they both stood on the 17th tee. “Calc” hit 
safely into the middle of the green, while Mudd fired right at the flagstick. 
Calcavecchia looked right at Mudd and said, “Tell me you pushed that. I 
mean he’s good, but he ain’t that good.” Mudd admitted he had pushed it 
a little bit, then made the birdie putt and claimed the biggest victory of his 
career.

1995 – After getting up and down from the pot bunker at the 17th hole to 
protect a one-shot lead, Lee Janzen faced another do-or-die moment on 
the final hole: a five-foot putt to win the championship. The two-time U.S. 
Open winner buried it for the win.

2000 – Paired together for a Monday finish, Tiger Woods eagled the 16th 
hole to pull within one shot of Hal Sutton. Sutton held onto that slim 
margin as they headed to the demanding 18th hole. After a perfect drive, 

• Devices must be on silent at all times; flash may not be used.

• Devices may be used to capture video, audio and photos (con-
tent) in all areas throughout tournament week.

• Content may be used for personal purposes (e.g., personal 
social media); no commercial use.

(Failure to comply with this policy may result in the 
revocation of your ticket.)

THE PLAYERS’   

Mobile Device Policy:

A LW AY S  W A R M .
A LW AY S  W E L C O M I N G .

Whether you’re planning an intimate 

beachfront ceremony or an elegant 

ballroom affair, the Sawgrass 

Marriott® Golf Resort & Spa is the 

ideal destination to begin your journey 

together. Certified Event Planners, 

custom catering menus and multiple 

memorable ceremony options - both 

indoors and out, will make planning 

your day a breeze.

TO START PLANNING,  
CALL 904-285-7777 OR VISIT  
SAWGRASSMARRIOTT.COM

JAXSW Wedding Ad 7.5x5 0120.indd   1 1/16/20   10:10 AM



in THE PLAYERS history 7
Sutton hit a 6-iron toward the final green, and implored: “Be the right 
club… be the right club today! Yes!” Woods acknowledged Sutton’s clutch 
shot with a thumbs up. Sutton held off Woods to win his second PLAYERS.

• No live streaming or real-time coverage (e.g., no shot-by-shot 
coverage).

• Data use (e.g., texting) is permitted in all areas throughout 
tournament week. 

• Phone calls are allowed only in designated areas.

• Be respectful of play and do not interfere with players, 
   caddies or media.

• All posted signage and instructions from tournament staff 
must be observed.

2005 – Just one year removed from seeing the youngest champion in 
PLAYERS history, Fred Funk became the oldest. With 35-m.p.h. winds 
whipping the Stadium Course, Funk used his local knowledge to get 
up and down at 18 from the greenside bunker and preserve a one-shot 
victory.

2010 – David Toms looked like he was going to rejuvenate his career with 
a victory at THE PLAYERS, right up until the second shot at the par-5 16th. 
The safe play would be to lay up and try to make birdie using the strength 
of his game: precise wedge play. Instead, he went for the green in two 
shots and blocked into the water. He rebounded with a clutch 20-foot 
birdie putt at the final hole to force a playoff with K.J. Choi, but at the first 
extra hole, Toms missed a short par putt and Choi became THE PLAYERS’ 
first Asian champion.

2015 – Birdies, eagles, a new playoff and ultimately sudden death: THE 
PLAYERS 2015 had it all. Rickie Fowler played the final six holes in 6 under 
to grab the clubhouse lead. Sergio Garcia and Kevin Kisner also birdied 
No.17 to tie Fowler and force the first three-hole aggregate playoff in THE 
PLAYERS history. Garcia couldn’t match more birdies by Fowler and Kisner 
at No.17, and he was eliminated from the playoff after the 18th hole. Fowler 
and Kisner returned to the 17th hole for sudden death. Fowler knocked it 
stiff at the island green, tapped in for his sixth birdie in seven tries at No. 17 
during the tournament, and claimed the biggest prize in his career. It was 
an unforgettable finish.

Mobile Device Policy:

CLUB SELECTION IS  EVERYTHING

Enjoy membership privileges at world–class TPC Sawgrass, Home of THE PLAYERS. 
The TOUR’s flagship facility offers premium course conditions, a spectacular clubhouse,
the PGA TOUR’s Performance Center, and an award–winning restaurant and golf shop

all delivered by exceptionally well–trained professionals.

Join Today!
(904) 280-2412
TPC.COM/SAWGRASS
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When THE PLAYERS Stadium Course debuted in 1982, it 
was unique in the world of golf, having been built with 
the spectator in mind. In many ways, it was way before its 
time, and improvements since the course’s opening have 
maintained and improved the excellent fan experience. 
Improvements made since last year’s tournament 
include:

• Mobile-only and Day-specific Tickets: Tickets to THE 
PLAYERS are mobile-only and day-specific. Visit THEPLAYERS.
com/tickets for more information. 

• Enhanced WIFI: With this move to digital tickets, THE PLAYERS 
will also have amplified WIFI at all tournament entries and 
throughout the course.

• Parking passes are now required all days of tournament 
week: Tuesday and Wednesday parking costs $15 per day and 
Thursday, Friday, Saturday, and Sunday costs $40 per day. Daily 
passes must be purchased online in advance at THEPLAYERS.
com/parking. 

• NEW YOUTH POLICY: THE PLAYERS allows youth 15-and-under 
to attend for free when accompanied by a ticketed adult. This is 
consistent with the PGA TOUR youth admission policy. As in the 
past, there is no limit to the number of youth that can enter free of 
charge with a ticketed adult (over the age of 18).

• Transportation enhancements: There is a new, 
dedicated turning lane into the general parking lot off 
of County Road 210, which brings spectators 
directly to the tournament’s main entry, 

the Nicklaus Entry. 

• Express Lanes: THE PLAYERS 
allows spectators without bags to 
enter through a separate line at the 
Nicklaus and Couples entries. In 
addition, there will be designated 
exit lanes for spectators to leave the 
tournament easily. 

• Every Shot Live: Every shot by 
every player will be live-streamed 
during all four rounds of THE 
PLAYERS. In total, 120 cameras will 
be placed throughout the Stadium 
Course to live stream more than 
32,000 shots on PGA TOUR LIVE via 
NBC Sports Gold.

• The Kids Zone Presented
by Nemours Children’s Health 
System: Nemours Children’s Health 
System is the sponsor of the Kids 
Zone, which has been enhanced 
and also relocated near the No. 8 
green.

• Selfie screens: Fans can take a 
selfie with their favorite PGA TOUR 
players via life-size “selfie kiosks” 
at various fan venues on-site. All 
the kiosks will feature touchscreen 
digital displays and give fans the 
opportunity to share their selfies 
directly on their social media 
platforms.  

• Interactive past champion 
video wall in Sawgrass Square: 
Check out a digital video board 
displaying images and highlights of 
all past champions

• Stadium Village 
enhancements: Stadium Village, 
the expo area and fan venue within 
THE PLAYERS Welcome Experience, 
now has an indoor-outdoor bar and 
has moved just across the Nicklaus 
entrance, adjacent to the 17th Hole 
Challenge.Phone: 904-825-4800 • Fax: 904-387-6342

E-Mail: bfcbSuzanne@comcast.net

The accompanying proofs show exactly how your job will print. If changes are to be
made, indicate on proof or by fax or email.  Although we make every effort to ensure that
typesetting & graphic design are done accurately, we are human. Therefore PLEASE READ
CAREFULLY BEFORE APPROVING. Changes can be costly depending upon their nature. 

INDICATE how you wish to proceed:
■■ O.K. to proceed as is (*Must Sign Approval Below)
■■ O.K. to proceed with corrections as indicated (*Must Sign Approval Below)
■■ Make corrections as indicated / Submit New Proof

Additional instructions:
*By signing below you authorize production of your advertisement.

Approved By: ________________________________________________________ Date: ___________

ONLINE

www.jenesispainting.com

Residential/Commercial
Quality paint products

Exceptional experience and skill
Attention to detail

Painting Services Jacksonville, Beaches, Ponte Vedra, St. Augustine, St. Johns

Call for free consultation  904.671.2012



WHAT NOT TO BRING:
• No bags larger than a small purse 6x6 inches, including carrying cases, backpacks, camera bags, or 

chair bags 
• No clear plastic, vinyl, or other carry items larger than 12x6x12 
• No plastic, metal, glass cups, cans, or containers of any kind except for medical or infant needs
• No computers or laptops
• No fireworks or laser pointers
• No lawn or oversized chairs
• No seat cushions in a carrying case or that have pockets or compartments
• No pets, except for service animals
• No knives, firearms or weapons of any nature
• No video cameras (all week)
• No point and shoot, film or DSLR cameras (during competition rounds)
• No selfie sticks or handheld camera stabilizers
• No radios, TVs or portable speakers
• No posters, signs, or banners
• No beverages

WHAT YOU CAN BRING:
• Opaque personal bags 6x6 inches and smaller or clear bags 12x6x12 inches and smaller. 
• Mobile phones, tablets, and PDAs; must be on silent mode and adhere to TOUR’s Mobile Device Policy
• At the tournament’s discretion, food may enter the tournament in a clear, resealable plastic bag, not 

to exceed the size of a one gallon bag
• Point and shoot, film or DSLR cameras with lens smaller than 6 inches; no case (during practice 

rounds only)
• Umbrellas without sleeve
• Portable radios with headsets
• Medically necessary materials, strollers, small diaper bags, plastic baby bottles, and other essential 

baby supplies (infant must be with carrier); items subject to search
• Collapsible chairs without chair bags
• Binoculars without case
• Seat cushions that do not require a carrying case or that do not have pockets or compartments
• Personal transportation devices when used as a mobility aid by individuals with mobility impairment

what to bring & leave 9

You can file your
Homestead Exemption Application 

online at

WWW.SJCPA.US

 

904-827-5500File Online Today!Ready To Serve

Use of pictures in uniform does not imply  
the endorsement or support of any law  

enforcement organization.

Paid by Robert Hardwick, Republican,  
for St. Johns County Sheriff.

VoteHardwick.com



TICKETS:
New in 2020, 
THE PLAYERS is moving 
to mobile-only and day-
specific tickets, which can 
be purchased via the PGA 
TOUR App or THEPLAYERS.
com. Parking is purchased 
separately at THEPLAYERS.
COM/parking. 
Due to ongoing support from 
fans and partners and 
increased growth each 
year, THE PLAYERS has 
reached a threshold 
of capacity, and daily 
sellouts are expected at 
the 2020 tournament, 
especially on Tuesday, 
Friday and Saturday.  
� Day-specific Stadium 
Passes provide access 
to nearly 20 venues, 
numerous local food and 
beverage options and 
rope-side access to the 
best players. Prices are:
 - Tuesday: $45, which includes 	
    access to The Chainsmokers    	
	 concert after the Military 	
	 Appreciation Ceremony at 
	 5 p.m. 
- Wednesday: $25
- Thursday and Sunday: $65
- Friday and Saturday: $70 
� Day-specific Captain’s 
Club tickets allow patrons to 
experience a premium club 
space (soft seating, televisions, 
outdoor viewing) with views 
of the No. 16 and No. 18 holes. 
Beer, wine and soda are 
included; full bar and food are 
available for purchase. Tickets 
are $250 per day for Thursday 
through Sunday. Other 
hospitality options include 
the Benefactor, 

getting here10
the Turn and THE PLAYERS Club and 
are available at www.THEPLAYERS.
com/hospitality.html. 
� Complimentary admission 
is provided each day of the 
tournament to active duty, military 
retirees, military reserve, National 
Guard, military spouses and 
accompanied dependents with 
valid credentials and identification.  
Veterans may purchase one ticket 
for themselves and one ticket for a 

guest at a discounted rate per day 
($20/each, Tuesday and Wednesday; 
$30/each, Thursday through 
Sunday). All military personnel 
must verify their military status 
via https://birdiesforthebrave2.
sheerid.com/theplayers2020/. Upon 
verification, a voucher will be issued 
for each day that must be printed 
and redeemed on-site at the Love, 
Nicklaus, and Couples entries. Valid 
military identification is required.
� Youth 15 and younger are 
admitted free of charge when 
accompanied by a ticketed adult, 
and there is no limit to the number 
of youth fans admitted with that 
ticketed adult. 
� The Family Plan package offers 
two adult Stadium Passes, unlimited 
youth admission at the gate and 
two $10 concession vouchers. The 
Family Plan is $130 for Thursday or 
Sunday and $140 daily for Friday 
or Saturday (taxes not included). 
Parking passes are additional.

Parking:
� The General parking lot is located 
off County Road 210/Palm Valley 
Road. Enter this address in your 
GPS: 5387 Palm Valley Road, Ponte 
Vedra Beach, Florida
� New in 2020, there will be a 
dedicated turning lane into the 
general parking lot off County Road 
210 to speed up the entry/exit 
process.
� Parking passes are now 
required on all tournament days, 
Tuesday – Sunday. 
� All parking passes are daily 
passes and must be purchased 
in advance via THEPLAYERS.
com/parking. Parking is 
expected to sell out. Tuesday 
and Wednesday, parking costs 
$15 per day and Thursday – 
Sunday costs $40 per day.
� Volunteers will not sell parking 
passes in the lot, and parking 
will not be sold at Will Call.
� Fans with four or more guests 
in a vehicle can park for free 

Tuesday through Sunday with the 
“Four for Free” parking voucher. 
Visit THEPLAYERS.com/parking to 
download the voucher, which allows 
free parking in the general lot off 
County Road 210. A new voucher 
must be downloaded and printed for 
each day (or saved on an electronic 
device); these passes are only 
available while supplies last.  
� Note: Peak traffic times are 12 p.m. 
– 2 p.m. To avoid traffic, plan to arrive 
before 12 p.m. or after 2 p.m.  

Alternative 
transportation methods:
Uber, the preferred ride sharing 
partner of THE PLAYERS, will drop 
off and pick up at the Couples Entry 
off of ATP Boulevard, which is just 
steps from the 15th hole. Rideshare 
vehicles will be staged outside the 
Couples Entry making this one of 
the easiest modes of transportation 
for spectators. 

Shuttles are available from 
downtown-area hotels to TPC 
Sawgrass for THE PLAYERS, 
Thursday through Sunday of 
tournament week. Fans can access 
the shuttles at Hyatt Regency 
Jacksonville, Omni Jacksonville 
Hotel and the Lexington Hotel. 
Shuttle passes can be purchased at 
THEPLAYERS.com/shuttle. 

THE PLAYERS offers complimentary 
bike parking during the tournament, 
from 7:30 a.m. until the end of play. 
Spectators can ride their bikes to 
Gate B located inside the Sawgrass 
Gates off of PGA TOUR Boulevard 
in the back of lot 5. Bike racks 
are available free of charge for 
spectators.

THE PLAYERS also offers 
complimentary golf cart parking 
services Tuesday through Sunday at 
Gate B located inside the Sawgrass 
Gates off of PGA TOUR Boulevard in 
the back of lot 5. Golf cart parking is 
free of charge for spectators. 

Photo courtesy Angela Higginbotham

Paid for by Henry Dean, Republican, for St. Johns County Commission District 5

The Commonsense 
Conservative St. Johns 

Can Trust!

H Prioritizing public safety spending
H Balancing budgets—if we have to balance our budget, the government should have to
H Responsible spending that puts people first, not special interests
H Restoring and protecting our beaches

www.electHenryDean.com



VISIT OUR
TENANTS

FOR SPECIAL
OFFERS 

Tropical Smoothie | Ellie Bing Boutique
UPS Store | First-Citizens Bank & Trust

Larry’s Giant Subs | D&D Cleaners
Down South BBQ | Poppy’s Italiano

Sea Nail | Beach Total Massage

Home of the PGA TICKET WILL CALL office! 
Located at the corner of A1A North and ATP Tour Blvd. 

SLEIMAN.COM | 904-731-8806

TOURNAMENT PLAZA
830 State Road A1A North, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

A 65+ YEAR LEGACY  OF SUCCESS

COMING
SOON



ACCIDENT & INJURY TRIAL ATTORNEY

PETER G. SHUTTERS     904.777.7777
Harris Guidi Rosner, P.A.
1837 Hendricks Avenue, Jacksonville, FL 32207

FREE CONSULTATION WITH AN ATTORNEY

Shutters@HarrisGuidi.com
www.HarrisGuidi.com

�  Wrongful Death
�  Motor Vehicle Accidents
�  Diminished Value
�  Medical Malpractice
�  Slip & Falls

Personally Involved
No recovery, 

no fee

Explore what Bolles 
has to offer by visiting 
www.Bolles.org 
or calling us at 
(904) 256-5030.

A Bolles experience 
develops successful 
young adults who  
know how to thrive.  

#ThisIsBolles

Starting here 
        creates confidence there. 

Hannah Mendelson

Bolles Class of 2018

NC State Freshman

Major: Mechanical Engineering

“Bolles definitely had a major 
role in preparing me for 
college. I feel like I wouldn’t 
have adjusted so well if it 
weren’t for the effort that 
Bolles goes through to 
prepare their students.”



where to eat and drink 13
THE PLAYERS Club: This private hospitality and hosting experience with 

private space on-site in the TPC Sawgrass Clubhouse is on the No. 17 tee 
and No. 18 green. This high-end, all-inclusive venue includes food from top 
chefs in the country and top-shelf cocktails prepared by award-winning 
bartenders. PLAYERS Club tickets cost $6,000 per person and are 
purchased on a weekly (Tuesday, through Sunday) ticket 
basis; visit www.THEPLAYERS.com/hospitality.html for 
more information.

The Benefactor featuring the ULTRA Club: 
Situated behind the tee box of the No. 17 hole, 
The Benefactor featuring the ULTRA Club has 
sold out since 2012. This 14,500 square-foot, 
climate-controlled ticketed venue has a 4,500 
square-foot patio and allows spectators access to 
The Benefactor, The Turn and Tournament Grounds. 
There is upscale food and premium bar available for 
purchase and private restroom facilities. The ULTRA 
Club features a climate controlled interior with food and 
beverages for purchase, including Michelob ULTRA, the official 
beer sponsor of the PGA TOUR.

The Bier Garden presented by Hoptinger: Located adjacent to the Couples 
Entry, this public venue features a variety of craft beers on tap.

The Turn: Located near the No. 9 green and the No. 18 fairway, this venue has 
flat-screen televisions surrounding the interior lounge, providing coverage 
of six-plus broadcasts at a time. The interior features a GREY GOOSE® 19th 
Hole Lounge with GREY GOOSE® signature drinks, including the Sawgrass 
Splash, and soft seating. The back wall provides a great view of the No. 
9 green and the front provides outdoor seating and views of the No. 18 
fairway and green.

WIne Lounge presented by Meiomi Wines: Located behind the No. 8 green 
and open to fans aged 21 and older, this fan bleacher venue provides a 
bird’s eye view of the par-3 No. 8 hole. The lounge will feature Meiomi’s 
Pinot Noir, Rosé, Chardonnay and Sparkling Wine; a live succulent 
wall with putting green, with clubs for an interactive photo moment; 
a personalized pro shop with premium 
giveaways and onsite embroidery for 
golf towels and golf bag tags; and TVs 
throughout for live viewing. 

Wine & Dine on 9: This public venue, located 
to the left of the No. 9 fairway, offers 
gourmet small plates prepared by Chef 
Matthew Medure and premium varietals by 
Meiomi Wines in a beautiful garden setting. 

Fan Bleachers, presented by Publix: 
Located on the No. 12 green and No. 13 
fairway, these double-sided Fan Bleachers 
offer a covered public bleacher and deck 
with concessions available for purchase 
from Publix, which will serve its signature 
sub of THE PLAYERS: Boar’s Head® rotisserie 
chicken breast, cheddar jack spread, bacon, 
lettuce, tomato and jalapeño on a white 
sub roll. 

Trucks on 10: Located between the No. 10 fairway, the No. 11 fairway and 
the No. 15 green, this public venue offers flavors from local, favorite food 
trucks, an upgraded restroom and an open-air, centrally located Michelob 
ULTRA Mobile bar. Trucks on 10 offers seating for fans and includes great-

tasting food from local trucks such as Valley Smoke, Pie95 Pizza, 
Cackylacky’s, What’s the Catch, Chaunie’s Coffee, Mama’s Food 

and Tikiz Shaved Ice. 

Palm Valley Village: This fan area provides fans 
with a comfortable area near the No. 9 green / No. 
18 green and practice area. It is open to everyone 
with a Stadium Pass and features food, available 
for purchase, from ABBQ (Atlantic Beach BBQ) and 
Bonefish Grill.

Taste of JAX: Located behind the No. 11 green and 
the No. 12 tee, this public venue offers flavors from local, 

favorite restaurants, a GREY GOOSE® open-air bar, permanent 
restrooms and video boards to keep up with the tournament. 

Taste of JAX restaurants include Homespun Kitchen, Cousins Maine 
Lobster, Mojo BBQ and Zoe’s Kitchen.

Tacos on 12: Located between the No. 11 tee, the No. 12 green and the No. 
13 tee, this public venue includes seating and shaded areas. TacoLu, 
Jacksonville’s popular Baja Mexicana, serves food and beverages. 

The Oasis: Located between the No. 9 and No. 18 tee boxes, The Oasis features 
an air-conditioned venue, where signature cocktails, food and drink are 
available for purchase. Open to the public (must be 21+), The Oasis features 
signature cocktails made with GREY GOOSE® Vodka, the official vodka of 
the PGA TOUR. The Oasis also boasts a rear deck for prime views of the No. 
9 tee. 

The Patio: Located between No. 10 tee and No. 18 green / No.16 tee, The 
Patio offers a shaded fan zone that includes open-air seating and a video 
board to keep up with the tournament. The Patio also features food from 
Jacksonville’s own V Pizza.

Food Court: Located in THE PLAYERS Welcome 
Experience at the Nicklaus Entry, the food court 
features local restaurants Bono’s Pit Bar-B-Q, 
Hawkers Asian Street Fare, Firehouse Subs, M 
Shack, Tropical Smoothie Café and CJ Bibigo. 
There’s a permanent restroom and shaded 
seating near the Food Court, so everyone can 
grab a bite to eat and meet up for a family 
picnic at THE PLAYERS. 

Sawgrass Square: Located at the Davis Love 
entry, the Mini Bar serves its signature mini 
donuts alongside 4 Rivers Smokehouse.

Miscellaneous Food and Beverage: BUBBA 
burgers are served throughout the course as an 
added fan enhancement. For younger fans, kid-
friendly options such as fruit and peanut butter 
and jelly sandwiches are available at most 
concession stands around the course.  

THE PLAYERS is 
not just about golf; 

there are many places to try 
the finest food and beverages 

offered by the most unique 
vendors for any sporting event. 
If you are hungry or thirsty, or 
just want to do some people 

watching, try these 
varied options:

THE PLAYERS YETI Pint Cup 
New at THE PLAYERS this year, fans can purchase 
16-ounce PLAYERS-logoed YETI pint cups in all 
open-to-the-public draft beer locations: Beer 
Garden presented by Hoptinger, No. 18 Landing 
Refreshment,  No. 16 Green Refreshment and No. 
8 Green Refreshment. The pint cup can be refilled, 
with beer only, for the price of a draft beer, on the 
day of purchase at any of the above locations, but 
fans will not be able to re-enter the grounds with 
the cup throughout the week for security reasons. 

New in 2020:



the first tee: 14

ith the influence of his parents, Blair Waters was 
introduced to playing the great game of golf at the 
young age of seven, but he actually began as a 

spectator at THE PLAYERS at only five years of age. He and his mother 
would sit at the 17th green and watch the best of the best play through. 
Waters also has fond memories of working on the driving range while his 
dad served as a loyal volunteer during tournament week. As an alumnus 
of The First Tee, Waters credits the program for giving him passion and 
a willingness to work hard through times when he otherwise may have 
taken a less fulfilling path. 

“I had a learning disability and school was difficult for me,” Waters said. “I 
didn’t graduate from high school on time, but every day I looked forward 
to playing golf and I looked forward to seeing The First Tee coaches. I 
don’t know where I’d be without the program. The First Tee’s nine core 
values and other life skills taught have helped me so much both on and 
off the course.” 

After his completion of high school through the Florida Virtual School, 
Waters went on to study Professional Golf Management (PGM) at the 
University of Maryland Eastern Shore where he also played golf at the 
college level. Traveling the country and working internships at exclusive 

W
By Angela Higginbotham

clubs were highlights of his 
collegiate career. Waters currently 
resides in Phoenix, Ariz. and works 
as an assistant golf professional at 
Desert Mountain Club in Scottsdale. 
This is a hopeful step in the right 
direction to one day transition back 
to the First Coast and work for the 
PGA TOUR or The First Tee. 

“There are currently about 5,000 
members at Desert Mountain and 
it’s a fun place to be,” Waters said. 
“I’d eventually love to work more on 
the tournament operations side or 

help kids like The First Tee helped 
me — to help them understand that 
they can do anything if they just put 
their mind to it and work hard.” 

Waters plans to make it back to 
Ponte Vedra for THE PLAYERS 2020 
where his dad still works as a 
volunteer each year. He is looking 
forward to watching some favorites 
in action. Fellow left hander Phil 
Mickelson and other favorites Nick 
Watney, Bubba Watson and Tiger 
Woods all help make the week more 
memorable for this golf enthusiast. 

More Than Just Golf

ReELECT
Paul Waldron
for St. Johns County Commissioner District 3

H Sensible, Reasoned Leadership
H A Legacy Of Civic & Public Service
H Professional Business Experience
H A Lifetime St. Johns County Taxpayer

Paid for by Paul Waldron, Rep. for County Commissioner District 3

 “As a county commissioner 
of St Johns County I salute 
the generosity and support 
of the PGA and the TPC to 
our community.”

Alumnus credits the program for setting him on a 
successful path in life

THE PLAYERS unveiled a new Tiffany & Co. trophy at the 
2019 tournament. Using a process called “electroforming,” 
Tiffany & Co. and the PGA TOUR began with the inspiration 
of the swinging golfer from the iconic PGA TOUR logo. Then, 
through sophisticated computer modelling, designers 
incorporated aspects of each of the 38 different winners of 
THE PLAYERS – from Jack Nicklaus to Webb Simpson.

Did you know? 

Photo courtesy Blair Waters
Blair Waters (second from left) placed second in the 17th hole challenge on 

Feb. 11. He is pictured with Kirk Irvin, board member; Brooke Smith, event 
coordinator; and Jeff Willoughby, program director, all of The First Tee.
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Experience Sawgrass Marriott Golf Resort & Spa, an oasis of golf, surf 

and sunshine located in Ponte Vedra Beach, Florida. Laid out across 65 

beautiful acres, the resort offers contemporary accommodations, an 

amazing selection of dining options including Sunday Brunch and Happy 

Hour at Vernon’s, our award-winning Sawgrass Spa, a Cabana Beach Club 

and privileged access to TPC Sawgrass.

Contact the hotel for our private Cabana Beach Club membership options.

A N  I N S P I R I N G  O A S I S

T O  F I N D  YO U R  FO C U S 

CALL 904.285.7777 FOR RESERVATIONS,  

OR VISIT SAWGR ASSMARRIOTT.COM
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Fan Code of Conduct
Spectators will be subject to expulsion and the loss of 
ticket privileges for the following breaches of etiquette: 

� Making rude, vulgar or other inappropriate com-
ments or gestures; 
� Verbal or physical harassment of players, volunteers, 
officials or spectators; 
� Distracting a player or any disruption of play; 
�  Behavior that is unruly, disruptive, unsafe or illegal 
in nature; 
� Failing to follow the instruction of a championship 
official, volunteer or security personnel.

Fans can text THE PLAYERS from anywhere on course 
to notify a staff member of an onsite issue. Text 69050 
to reach a staff member while at the tournament.

THE PLAYERS’

Photo courtesy PGA TOUR
Sawgrass Splash

1 ¼ oz.  Grey Goose L’Orange 
Vodka   

3 oz. Fresh Lemonade
2 oz. Fresh Orange Juice
1 oz. Fresh Lime Juice
½ oz. Simple Syrup

 Served tall over ice, garnish 
with a slice of lime

S awgrass Splash

15general info
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Locations on this course map are subject to change.
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BY BAPTIST HEALTH

AZ AUTOGRAPH ZONE

B
$ ATM

i INFORMATION

? LOST AND FOUND

PG PRACTICE GROUNDS

TO

CC CHAMPIONSHIP CLUB

CS COMMISSIONER’S SUITE

DM DAILY MARQUEE

DISABLED GUEST 
SERVICES SHUTTLE STOP

WHEELCHAIR ACCESSIBLE

FAMILY CARE SUITE PRESENTED
BY WOLFSON CHILDREN'S 
HOSPITAL

OPEN TO PUBLIC

OPEN TO PUBLIC

PROPER CREDENTIALS 
REQUIRED

DISABLED GUESTS

Tented, climate-controlled venue featuring a variety of fun activities
• GEICO
• Lexus
• Mayo Clinic
• Michelob ULTRA
• PGA TOUR Must See Moments

STADIUM VILLAGE 

Featuring the Sawgrass Splash and signature cocktails 
made with GREY GOOSE® Vodka. Must be 21+

THE OASIS

D

Public bleacher with views of 8 Green and drinks for purchase. 
Must be 21+ 
 

 

THE WINE LOUNGE PRESENTED BY MEIOMI WINES

E

H THE PATIO

Shaded venue with open-air seating, with food from 
V Pizza and drinks available for purchase 

I SAWGRASS SQUARE

Local food and drinks for purchase
• 4 Rivers Smokehouse
• Mini Bar
• Fan Shop Express  
• Past Champion Display

F WINE & DINE ON 9 PRESENTED 
BY MEIOMI WINES

Shaded venue with open-air seating and 
upscale food and drinks for purchase 
• Meiomi Wines
• Restaurant Medure
• Permanent Restrooms
• Video Board

A THE PLAYERS WELCOME EXPERIENCE

Activities for the whole family, plus food and drinks for purchase
• PGA TOUR Fan Shop 
• 17th Hole Challenge
• THE PLAYERS Hitting Experience
 

J MORGAN STANLEY EAGLES FOR IMPACT  

Open to the public. Stop by to take a swing in a golf 
simulator and enter for a chance to win customized hats

G PALM VALLEY VILLAGE

Enjoy food from ABBQ and Bonefish Grill

TPC SAWGRASS • STADIUM COURSE

HOLE  1    2      3        4         5        6         7  8         9      OUT            HOLE 10  11    12      13       14      15     16      17     18 IN       TOTAL

PAR 4    5      3        4         4        4         4         3        5       36         PAR          4  5    4      3         4         4        5        3       4        36 72

YARDS 423    532     177     384      471     393     451 237     583    3651                YARDS 424 558    302      181     481    470    523     137     462     3538         7189

$

$
$

$

$

DP DYE’S PAVILION

EC EXECUTIVE CLUB

IS ISLAND SUITE

PO PATRIOTS’ OUTPOST
PRESENTED BY 
UNITED RENTALS

PP PROUD PARTNERS

THE PLAYERS CLUB

PM THE PLAYERS MARQUEE

PC PAST CHAIRMAN’S LOUNGE

PE PERFORMANCE CENTER

K

1. Public covered bleachers and deck with views of 16 and 10 
2. Public bleachers with covered deck and views of 16, 17 and 18
Concessions available at both locations

FAN BLEACHERS

L TRUCKS ON 10

Local food and drinks for purchase
• Cackylacky's  
• Chaunie’s Coffee  
• Mama’s Food
• Pie95 Pizza
• Tikiz 
• Valley Smoke
• What’s the Catch

S

Adjacent to 9 Green with soft seating, HDTVs, upgraded food  
and premium-bar options

GREENSIDE LOUNGE PRESENTED BY GREENWISE MARKET 

T

GREY GOOSE® signature drinks, soft seating and HDTVs

THE TURN PRESENTED BY GREY GOOSE® 

U

The ULTRA Club, located on the first floor, will feature an upgraded 
food and beverage experience with unforgettable views on hole 17.

THE BENEFACTOR FEATURING THE ULTRA CLUB

V

Premium club space with views of holes 16 and 18. Beer, wine, and soda 
are included; full bar and food available for purchase. Soft seating, 
televisions, and outdoor viewing create an exciting environment

CAPTAIN’S CLUB

PROPER CREDENTIALS REQUIRED

Featuring a variety of craft beers on tap located behind 16 Green

P THE BIER GARDEN PRESENTED BY HOPTINGER

Uber and rideshare pick-up and drop-off location

Q COUPLES ENTRY 

Open to the public featuring activities for kids and families

R KIDS ZONE PRESENTED BY NEMOURS CHILDREN’S 
HEALTH SYSTEM

N

Public covered bleachers and deck with views 
of 12 and 13. Beverages available

FAN BLEACHERS PRESENTED BY PUBLIX 

O TASTE OF JAX

GREY GOOSE® open-air bar, seating, permanent restrooms 
and shaded area, plus local food and drinks for purchase
• Cousins Maine Lobster
• Homespun Kitchen  
• Mojo Kitchen
• Zoe’s Kitchen

M TACOS ON 12 

TacoLu, Jacksonville’s most popular Baja Mexicana, serving 
food and beverages. Venue includes seating and shaded areas

C FOOD COURT

Local food and drinks for purchase 
• bibigo
• Bono’s Pit Bar-B-Q
• Daily’s
• Firehouse Subs
• Hawkers Asian Street Fare
• M Shack
• Tropical Smoothie Café

GET THE APP  

VOLUNTEER ENTRANCE
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Birch Island
   eterinary Center

Font

Animals
Tree

Font

February is for LOVE... 

Puppy training classes available!

and

                      (904) 717-6840

www.birchislandvet.com

Open 
Mon - Fri   7am – 6pm, 

Sat and Sun   8am – 2pm

Pet dental health!
Pet resort and spa with indoor pool, and boarding village.

Full service groomer & bathe your own dog area!

Resort Hours are M-F 7am-7pm and Sat and Sun 8am-5pm

Camera club 
captures Northeast 

Florida By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.comPhotographs capture moments that 

are otherwise gone forever — and the 

Jacksonville Camera Club is passion-

ate about sharing knowledge of what to 

practice behind the lens in an effort to 

make photographs even more beautiful. 

Originally formed in 1935, the Jackson-

ville Camera Club has offered decades of 

encouragement and fun to residents in-

terested in photography. Today, the club 

has approximately 90 members from all 

walks of life who share a common love 

for photography. Primarily an amateur 

club, the members learn from each other 

and enjoy making new friends. 

“A lot of people are hesitant to come 

because they feel like they will be in-

timidated. This really is a place for any 

skill set,” said Jacksonville Camera Club 

President Brian Leonard. 

Approximately 50 members attend 

meetings on a regular basis. Meetings are 

held on the first and third Wednesday 

of every month. Club member presen-

tations of various topics of interest are 

presented during the meetings. The 

members also enjoy periodically formedCamera club cont. on pg. 11

Photo courtesy Bill McSherry 

Jacksonville Camera Club members

Lifelong animal 
lover Lisa Di-Donato‘s future 

was influenced 
greatly by what 

she saw when 
volunteering at an animal shelter in her home state of New Jersey. Cats were in 

cages and a dog that she was particularly 

attached to had to be euthanized. When 

the opportunity arose for her to run her 

own animal shelter, she knew she didn’t 

want to re-peat either of these scenarios. 
DiDonato opened Love Me True Rescue, reflecting her love of felines and Elvis Presley in April 2018, shortly after the closing of a similar 

shelter, Katz 4 Keeps, where she volun-

teered. A number of the other volunteers 

came to her and asked if she would start 

another cat shelter and she decided to go 

with her heart. The facility at 5150 Palm 

Valley Road officially opened its doors in 

September 2018.“Our true mission 
is to rescue cats 

from high kill 
shelters,” DiDo-

nato said. “I also 
have a sensitivity 

to feral kittens 
that I just term 

as ‘shy.’ I try to 
socialize and reha-

bilitate them.” Presently, Love 
Me True cat rescue has approximately 15 cats ranging 

from kittens to adolescents to adults living 

in the bright, clean, and cheery shelter. 

Another six are in foster care. DiDonato 

said they just rescued nine felines from 

Palatka because that shelter doesn’t have 

adoptions. In addition to taking these cats 

to try to find them forever homes, Love 

Me True Rescue is a true partner with the 

Palatka shelter and brought them food 

and dog bones. 

“Due to our space, we have to 

keep our numbers down, espe-

cially for rescues,” DiDonato 

said. “I want to give all the 

cats quality care and love with 

no stress for the animals.”
To that end, the facility is 

mostly cage-free, with the excep-

tion of the isolation room where 

cats go first for observation and to 

receive medical care. After that, they 

live in spacious pens and cats of the same 

litter can live communally in one of two 

large rooms equipped with a variety of 

cat-friendly beds, hiding places and cat 

trees on which to climb and explore. A 

plug-in “aquarium” with attractive fake 

fish provides stimulation, as do the win-

dows with ledges. Volunteer coordinator Peggy Hatfield said 

that the rescue facility is completely run 

by volunteers. There is a vet tech, a vet 

tech support person, a CPA and a trea-

surer, along with a foster coordinator and 

40 to 45 “clean and feed” volunteers. 

“We are always looking for volunteers, 

particularly for the clean 

and feed,” Hatfield said. 

“Clean and feed takes 

place each morning and 

evening. Each volunteer 

does one shift per week, 

which lasts about two 

hours.”

She said another 
volunteer op-portunity is a socializer. These 

are kids between 
the ages of 12 

– 17 who come 
to the shelter to 

play with the cats and get them ready to 

be adopted. Socializers earn community 

service hours.

As a 501 c 3 organization, Love Me True 

Rescue relies on donations of goods (kitty 

litter is always needed) and money from 

sponsors and other fundraisers. Pet Super-

market in Ponte Vedra Beach graciously 

hosts an ongoing food drive for them. 

Adoptions are held on Saturdays from 11 

a.m. – 3 p.m. or by appointment if neces-

sary. An adoption counselor is on hand to 

ensure that the cat and the human adopt-

ing are the right fit. “Our goal is to get the cats adopted out to 

the right home,” Hatfield said. “We don’t 

want them returned. We want people to 

understand this is a forever decision and 

that the animals should become part of 

their family.”

DiDonato said they are 

pleased to have generally 

busy adoption Saturdays, 

which provides space in 

the shelter to rescue new 

cats.
“Unfortunately, we are 

unable to accept drop-

offs, but would love for 

folks to visit us and find 

their feline soul mate,” 

DiDonato said. 

Visit www.lovemetruerescue.com or www.

facebook.com/lovemetruerescue/ for more 

information about donating or adopting.

Photos by Martie Thompson

Kleokatra enjoys her surroundings at Love Me True 

Rescue, but would prefer a forever home.

Love Me True Rescue founder Lisa 

DiDonato plays with Brian and Beret in 
the communal cat room.

Siblings Giovanni and Gia, taking turns at the 
scratching station.

 Georgio is shy but a belly rub from Lisa DiDonato 
calms him down.

Love Me True Rescue 

fulfills childhood dream,

serves community

By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

Ponte VedraNewsLine
Courtesy of

the only newspaper delivered to every household in Ponte Vedra Beach, Palm Valley, South Ponte Vedra Beach and Nocatee.
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Mandarin High 

School makes history 

with first state 

championship win
By Angela Higginbotham

angela@floridanewsline.com

Photo courtesy Mandarin High School

The MHS Mustangs are 8A State Champions!

page 3  
BFF Best Furry Friend

NEW
contest

The Mandarin High School Mustangs 

recently brought home their first 8A 

State Championship trophy in his-

tory — an exciting end to their 11 – 

4 season. The Mustangs won the title 

by defeating Columbus of Miami in 

a nail biting 37 – 35 final score. The 

team’s head coach, Bobby Ramsay, 

has now been with Mandarin High 

School for two seasons. 

Looking into the future of Mustang 

football, focus will be on training well 

from January to April, while becom-

ing stronger and more mature as a 

whole. 

“We are not focused on a repeat and 

we are not going to put that pressure 

on ourselves,” said Mandarin High 

School Athletic Director Brian Rado. 

“Right now we are starting back at 

the bottom and our focus needs to 

be on building our team, developing 

chemistry and improving our special 

teams and our running game.” 

MandarinNewsLine

904-446-9191  �  www.JaxFamilyENT.com

Come & Meet Our New AudiologistDr. Raphael

Bartram Park Family ENT

An Ear, Nose, Throat & Audiology Practice for the Entire Family!

Custom Fitted Hearing Aids 

Comprehensive Hearing 

Evaluations

Balance Function Testing

Custom Hearing Protection

Consultation with

ENT Surgeon available 

Patient Driven, 

Physician Led

Photographs capture moments that 

are otherwise gone forever — and the 

Jacksonville Camera Club is passionate 

about sharing knowledge of what to 

practice behind the lens in an effort to 

make photographs even more beautiful. 

Originally formed in 1935, 

the Jacksonville 

Camera Club has 

offered decades 

of encourage-

ment and fun to 

residents interested 

in photography. 

Today, the club has approximately 90 

members from all walks of life who 

share a common love for photography. 

Primarily an amateur club, the mem-

bers learn from each other and enjoy 

making new friends. 

“A lot of people are hesitant to come 

because they feel like they will be 

intimidated. This really is a place for 

any skill set,” said Jacksonville Camera 

Club President Brian Leonard. 

Approximately 50 members attend 

meetings on a regular basis in Man-

darin. Meeting are held on 

the first and third 

Wednesday of 

every month. 

Club 
member 

presen-
tations 
of 
various 
top-
ics of 
inter-
est are 
presented 

during the 

meetings. The 

members also enjoy 

periodically formed inter-

est groups in order to elevate members’ 

experience in certain areas such as 

portraits and lighting.

The Camera Club also 

plans one to two outings 

per month. Most of the 

outings are local and last 

two to four hours. Dur-

ing the year, the club 

usually has one or two 

road trips to 

various loca-

tions, includ-

ing bird shoots 

in South Flor-

ida, fall foliage trips to the 

Smokies and Western North 

Carolina. Weekend trips to Savannah, 

Ga. and other areas of interest in the 

Southeast are occasionally planned 

for members. Members find that the 

outings are a great way to socialize as 

well as 
a great 

op-
portunity 

to practice 

newly learned 

skills.

Quarterly print and digital 

contests are also a highlight of each 

year. Ribbons are awarded for the best 

images. 

Photo courtesy Brian Leonard

Nantahala Lake

Photo courtesy Bill McSherry

Jacksonville Camera Club members

Photo courtesy Brian Leonard

 Beautiful waterfall

Jackso
nville

 Camer
a Club

 

captur
es Man

darin

By Angela Higginbotham

angela@floridanewsline.com

“The best part of the competitions is 

to see the level of skill in various club 

members as well as hear comments and 

critiques from the judges,” Leonard 

said. “This is a very beneficial way to 

develop new skills. We are also start-

ing contests using cell phone cameras, 

which seems 

to be getting 

more and 

more popu-

lar.” 

The Camera 

Club is cur-

rently form-

ing groups 

to welcome 

new mem-

bers and to 

help oth-

ers become 

aware of the 

resources of-

fered within 

the club. 

“We always have 

members that are willing to go out in 

small groups or do one-on-one sessions 

to help members improve their skills,” 

Leonard said. 

Jacksonville Camera Club meetings 

are held at the Shepherd of the Woods 

Church (Lakeshore Location), 6595 

Columbia Park Ct., near the intersec-

tion of Greenland Road and Philips 

Highway. Anyone interested is invited 

to attend. Visit https://jax.jaxcamera-

club.com for more information.

The Camera Club is currently 

forming groups to welcome new 

members and to help others 

become aware of  the resources 

offered within the club.

Mandarin High School cont. on pg. 15
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Choose your 
Nutcracker
By Martie Thompson
editor@floridanewsline.com

DECEMBER 2018 Volume 18 Issue 12

“The Nutcracker” is believed by many to 
be a time-honored holiday tradition. In 
Northeast Florida, the tradition contin-
ues with five productions of the ballet 
this December.

Since each performance is unique, fol-
lowing is a guide highlighting the dates, 
times and locations of each to help you 
choose “your” Nutcracker.

Community Nutcracker
Dec. 7 at 8 p.m.
Dec. 8 at 1 p.m. and 7:30 p.m.
Florida Theatre
www.jaxnutcracker.org
Artistic Directors Dulce Anaya, Debra 
Rankin and Mark Spivak continue this 
holiday tradition which began in 1992. 
Community Nutcracker is the only 
nonprofit, volunteer-run organization 
that offers a portion of its proceeds 
to local charitable agencies with each 
performance and has donated more 
than $600,000 in the past 25 years. 
The performing company is made up of 
local talent with more than 200 dancers 

page 6
Inquiring Minds
want to know!

Photo by MetroCreative

A Florida NewsLine Publication

Nutcracker cont. on pg. 15

NEW
contest
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LineCreekThe HOLIDAY GIFT 
GUIDE INSIDE!

The “Holiday on the Creek” boat 
parade will again be presented by the 
Julington Creek Prop Club for the 
community to enjoy. This holiday tradi-
tion will take place on Saturday, Dec. 1, 
at 7 p.m. The highly anticipated night 
is for all families to gather and enjoy 
the beauty of color, lights, and sounds 
of the season along Julington Creek. 
Participants will decorate their boats, 
homes, and docks 
to spread the joy 
and excitement of 
the holidays.

The Julington 
Creek Prop Club 
is a 501 (c ) 3 non-
profit organization 
committed to 
sharing a passion 

for boating and local waterways with 
everyone while also enhancing the boat-
ing experience. 

Dozens of holiday light-adorned boats 
will start at the Julington Creek Marina 
and travel towards Clark’s Fish Camp 
and under the Julington Creek bridge, 
eventually making a loop for spectators 
to enjoy. 

“Approximately 40 boats are expected 
to join,” said Julington Creek Prop 
Club Commodore Mark Meacham. 

“Prizes will be awarded for the top 
three voted on boats and top three 
docks.”

Following the parade, the annual 
after-party for participants will take 
place at the Julington Creek Marina. 
Boaters who participate in the parade 
are invited to join in on a night of fun 
with plenty of food and raffle prizes 
donated by the community and local 
businesses. The board will announce the 
first, second and third place winners at 
the celebration. 

Photos courtesy Julington Prop Club
Festive boats participate in previous Holiday on the Creek boat parades.

The Mandarin Museum and Histori-
cal Society will host the 19th annual 
Winter Celebration on Saturday, Dec. 
1 from 11 a.m. – 4 p.m. at the Walter 
Jones Historical Park, located at 11964 
Mandarin Road. A wide range of activi-
ties are planned for the community that 

will educate, entertain and delight all 
ages. Santa and Mrs. Claus will visit the 
celebration from 11 a.m. – 3 p.m.

Activities will include horse-drawn 
hayrides by Jacksonville Carriage, nature 
crafts and rock painting for kids, and 
s’mores and old fashioned games (the 

hayride and s’mores have a small dona-
tion requested to cover the expenses).

The Webb/Jones Farmhouse, the 1898 
St. Joseph’s Mission Schoolhouse for 
African-American Children, the 1876 
barn and Losco Winery will all be open 

It’s time for Winter Celebration 2018
By NewsLine Staff
mail@floridanewsline.com

Winter Celebration cont. on pg. 14

Holiday on the Creek: Annual 
Julington Creek Boat Parade 
to spread holiday cheer
By Angela Higginbotham
angela@floridanewsline.com

The community is encouraged to come 
out and enjoy this special holiday event. 
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Your community papers...
delivered to more than 78,000 homes!

You focus on your game, we focus on the rest. 
Welcome to Starling. Welcome Home.
Offering the perfect mix of freedom, friendship, and luxury, Starling 
at Nocatee Independent Living is the region’s premier senior living 
community you’ve been waiting for.
Leave your worries behind and enjoy the benefits of this dynamic, 
full-service community that gives you the support you desire and the 
freedom you need to thrive in a warm and inviting place you’re proud 
to call home.

885 Crosswater Parkway, Ponte Vedra, FL  |  904.567.0269 StarlingAtNocateeIL.com

•  Multiple spacious floorplans
•  Exquisite dining experiences
•   Full-service spa, fitness 

studio, and group exercise 
classes

•  Resort style swimming pool
•   Close to multiple golf courses

•  Ongoing events and activities
•   Transportation, maintenance,  

and housekeeping
•   Separate Assisted Living 

services available

AT NOCATEE

Senior Independent Living
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By Angela HigginbothamVolunteer Jim Brungard

Q: What is your current 
volunteer role at THE PLAYERS?
A: I am the Commissary Chair. I 
oversee the committee that han-
dles all the water, sodas and snacks 
for the players, caddies and about 
2,200 volunteers. We have different 
venues and snack tents located 
throughout the course. We’ve been 
called out by the media as “The 
best snacks on the PGA TOUR.” We 
offer a wide variety of food options. 
The apples and Sprite combination 
is always a popular choice. We 
start working and planning in 
mid-January and don’t stop until 
the tournament is complete. 

Longtime volunteer at THE PLAYERS, Jim Brungard, is looking forward to 
serving his 26th consecutive year working one of the biggest weeks in 
golf. Brungard grew up in Lock Haven, Penn. and earned his bachelor’s in 
education at Lock Haven College before moving to Florida in 1978. He has 
enjoyed living in St. Augustine since 1994. 
“I’ve lived all over the state and played golf all over. I really believe that 
Northeast Florida is the best place in the state to live,” Brungard said. 
He and his wife of 22 years, Elizabeth, have four children and 10 
grandchildren. Brungard retired from Northrop Grumman three years 
ago. He is enjoying a retirement filled with family time and a lot of golf. 

Q: What is the most rewarding 
aspect of your work with THE 
PLAYERS?
A: The most rewarding part is just 
knowing that I’m giving my time, 
energy and efforts to a cause that 
helps the community. I’ve always 
been a volunteer throughout my 
life and I love to help out wherever 
I can. I enjoy the people that I work 
with at THE PLAYERS, even when I 
only see some of them only once 
a year. It’s such a pleasure to work 
with the tournament staff, the 
young interns, the PGA TOUR and 
all the loyal volunteers to make the 
week as successful as we can. 

Q: Are you an avid golfer yourself 
and do you have any favorite PGA 
TOUR players?
A: My wife says I’m a golf nut and 
now I’ve got her playing as well. I 
play two to three times a week and 
have been playing for many years. 
I grew up with a golf course in 
my backyard. I played throughout 
high school and also college. My 
buddies and I bounce around to 
15 or 20 courses around the area. I 
don’t really have a favorite player. 
I follow and know just about all of 
them. I’ve been following players 
since the early ‘70s. 

Q: What do you enjoy doing 
outside of THE PLAYERS?
A: I enjoy doing other volunteer 
work as well. I volunteer with 
the Annika Foundation and other 
championships with kids ages 13 – 
17. My wife and I enjoy traveling and 
spending time with our large family. 
I also spend a lot of time preparing 
for a golfing trip with about 60 
other golf nuts. For the past 19 
years, a group of us have taken an 
annual golfing trip. The group has 
grown larger over the years and we 
have a good time playing the game 
we love. 

19Best place to 
charge your 
phone:

� Trucks on 10
� Palm Valley   
   Village
� Sawgrass 
   Square
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LATERRA LINKS CONDOMINIUMS
WORLD GOLF VILLAGE, ST. AUGUSTINE, FLORIDA

Experience Florida Golf Resort Living at its Finest!

Professionally Managed Condominium Association with Healthy Reserves
Purchase includes the Golf Membership Initiation Fee to both the King & Bear and

Slammer & Squire Championship Golf Courses.

Onsite Sales Center Open | Monday - Saturday: 10 a.m. - 6 p.m. | Sunday: Noon to 6 p.m.
123 Laterra Links Circle, #201, St. Augustine, FL | 904-940-5388 | LATERRALINKS.COM
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20 bucket list:

Fun Fact! 

Defending 
Champion: 

Rory McIlroy

for the golf fanatics

1. Watch guys warm up on the 
practice grounds: the mound by 
No. 3 tee 
� Check out the jumbo videoboard 
to see how far each player is 
hitting it and to stay up-to-date 
on what’s happening out on the 
course. 

2. Watch an almost private 
practice session: Back side of 
the practice grounds (left of No. 4 
green)
� Best time to go: 
Between the 
end of the 
morning 
wave of 
tee times 
and the 
start 
of the 
afternoon 
wave. 

3. Get away from the 
crowds and get really close to 
the action: No. 6 green
� Course designer Pete Dye called 
this hole “the most beautiful hole 
on the course.”

4. Watch players tee off and putt 
on a testy par 3: No. 8 
� Thanks to elevated mounding 
behind the green, this hole is the 
perfect place to watch players hit 
their tee shots and putt on this 
undulating green. 

5. Watch players drive the green: 
No. 12
� The excitement is sure to unfold 
on this drivable par-4. Last year, 
76 percent of the field went for the 
green off the tee, and 23 percent 
were successful. This is the 
ultimate example of risk-reward. 
� Where to sit: The Fan Bleachers 
presented by Publix are double-
sided, covered bleachers that 

also offer 

concessions available for 
purchase. 

6. Get a fist bump from a player: 
the path between No. 12 and No. 13
� For a good 50 feet, players and 
fans walk side by side from the No. 
12 green to the No. 13 tee, making 
this path the perfect place to get a 
fist bump from your favorite player.

7. Watch players “thread the 
needle” off the tee: No. 15 tee 
� This dogleg right par-4 presents 
players with a tough and tight tee 
shot through a chute of trees and 
over water. It is a quintessential 
Pete Dye hole. 

8. Watch players go for the 
green in two shots: No.16 
� 73 percent of players 
have gone for the green 
in two on the 16th 
hole. Since 1983, there 

have been 6,732 birdies 
on the 16th hole. Since 

1983, there have been 452 
eagles made on the 16th hole. 

#theeaglehaslanded 

9. Witness the coolest hole in all 
of golf: No. 17
� Hey, it’s called THE PLAYERS 
Stadium Course at TPC Sawgrass 
for a reason. This hole is epic, 
for more reasons than one … the 
iconic hole, the incredible views, 
the amphitheater atmosphere, and 
the do-or-die drama all unfolding 
before your eyes. 

10. Get a few swings in and 
channel your inner PGA TOUR pro: 

You arrive the minute the entries open and stay until the final 
putt drops. You are our die-hard golf fans, and we love the 
enthusiasm and energy you bring to this tournament each and 
every day. That’s why we created the below bucket list to make 
sure you didn’t miss any of the action on the golf course. 

� The 17th Hole Challenge 
presented by Optum, Morgan 
Stanley and Grant Thornton, 
located in THE PLAYERS Welcome 
Experience:  Test your skills on a 
replica of the famed 17th hole 
� Morgan Stanley Eagles for 
Impact (along 18 fairway): Take a 
swing in a golf simulator and enter 
for a chance to win customized 
hats. 

Photo courtesy PGA TOUR

Photo courtesy 
PGA TOUR



21bucket list: bucket list:

Fun Fact! 
Text 69050 

from anywhere 
on course to 
reach a staff 

member for any 
on-site issues.

for the social scene seekers

1. Go to The Chainsmokers 
Concert: Grammy-
award winning duo The 
Chainsmokers will perform 
at the Military Appreciation 
Ceremony and Concert at 
5 p.m. on Tuesday, March 10. 
Tuesday tickets cost just $45 
plus tax and already include 
access to the concert.

2. Sit on the hill overlooking 
the Island Green 17th hole: 
the place to see and be seen. 
If sitting in the grass isn’t 
your style, check out the Fan 
Bleachers behind the green. 
(Hint: The sun setting behind 
the 17th hole is a guaranteed 
#gramslam)

3. Merch or it didn’t happen: 
Stop by the PGA TOUR Fan 
Shop at THE PLAYERS Welcome 
Experience to stock up on 
exclusive gear: New in 2020, 
THE PLAYERS has partnered 
with Vineyard Vines on an 
exclusive t-shirt.

4. Try the Sawgrass Splash at 
The Oasis (must be older than 
21).

5. Sip and savor: Head over to 
Wine & Dine on 9 presented by 
Meiomi Wines to sip and savor 
some of the best varietals from 
Meiomi and enjoy gourmet 
plates from Matthew Medure. Be 

sure 
to also 
visit the Wine Lounge presented 
by Meiomi Wines on No. 8 
green (must be older than 21), 
featuring a bar, photo moment 
station, onsite embroidery and a 
birds-eye view of the action. 

6. Birdies and brews: Check 
out the local craft beers on tap 
at the Bier Garden presented by 
Hoptinger (behind No. 16 green) 

7. Time for some 
#foodstagram!
� Tacos on 12: Jacksonville’s 
most popular Baja Mexicana 
TacoLu is a PLAYERS 
Championship staple. 
� Trucks on 10: From returning 
favorites Mama’s and Tikiz to 
new trucks Valley Smoke, Pie95 
Pizza, Cackylacky’s burgers, 
What’s the Catch and Chaunie’s 
Coffee, Trucks on 10 is a foodie’s 
dream. 
� Palm Valley Village (near No. 9 
green): ABBQ and Bonefish Grill, 
need we say more?

� Taste 
of Jax 

(behind 
No. 12 tee): Zoes 

Kitchen, Cousins Lobster, 
Mojo’s BBQ and Homespun 
Kitchen
� Sawgrass Square (near Davis 
Love III Entry): Mini Bar donuts 
and 4 Rivers BBQ
� The Patio (near No 10 tee): V 
Pizza

8. Get a fist bump from a 
player: Stop by the practice 
grounds to catch glimpses of 
your favorite players warming 
up before their rounds. 

9. Selfies with the pros: Check 
out the digital selfie kiosks, 
where you can choose which 
players you’d like to take a 
virtual selfie with, and then 
immediately post on social. 

10. Show off your swing: 
Test your skills at the 17th Hole 
Challenge in THE PLAYERS 
Welcome Experience, a replica 
of the world-famous island 
green. 

THE PLAYERS is the place to see and to be seen. For all of you “Social Scene 
Seekers” who have serious cases of #FOMO, don’t worry, we’ve got you 
covered and will make sure your experience at THE PLAYERS is one you — 
and all of your followers — will remember forever. 

And don’t forget:

� Social handles: 
@THEPLAYERSChamp on Twitter, 
@THEPLAYERS on Facebook, 
@theplayerschamp on Instagram

� Rideshare: Uber will drop off and 
pick up at the Couples Entry off of 
ATP Boulevard, which is just steps 
from the No. 15 hole.

� Four or more park for free: 
These passes are limited and must 
be downloaded in advance at 
THEPLAYERS.com/parking

� Phone charging stations: Trucks 
on 10, Sawgrass Square and 
Palm Valley Village

Photo courtesy PGA TOUR

Photo courtesy PGA TOUR



Fun Fact! 
NOTABLE 
VICTORY 

ANNIVERSARIES:

Calvin Peete, 35th
Fred Funk, 15th

Rickie Fowler, 5th

22 bucket list:
for the foodie

All food options at THE PLAYERS are Insta-worthy, believe 
us. And we also pride ourselves in showcasing over 20 local 
restaurants, chefs and vendors from the Northeast Florida 
area, because this is our hometown event, after all. There 
are so many incredible options to choose from, so why limit 
yourself? Try them all! 

1. As soon as you enter THE 
PLAYERS Welcome Experience, 
get your day started at the Food 
Court, featuring plenty of options 
to choose from (picnic at THE 
PLAYERS, anyone?): Bono’s Pit 
Bar-B-Q, Firehouse Subs, Hawkers 
Asian Street Fare, M Shack, Tropical 
Smoothie Café and bibigo. 

2. Don’t forget to 
hydrate! You have a 
delicious day ahead 
of you. Grab some 
beverages from 
Daily’s Grab-n-
Go or stop by 
the GREY GOOSE 
Bloody Mary Bar 
for a stronger start to 
the day.

3. Start your engines…it’s food 
truck time. Trucks on 10 offers 
flavors from renowned local food 
trucks, including: Valley Smoke, 

Pie95 Pizza, Cackylacky’s, What’s 
the Catch, Chaunie’s Coffee, 
Mama’s and Tikiz: aka, a foodie’s 
dream. 

4. Stay local! Head to Taste of 
JAX (behind No. 12 tee) offers 
local flavors from some of your 
favorite Jacksonville restaurants, 
including Homespun Kitchen, 

Cousins Maine Lobster, Mojo’s BBQ 
and Zoe’s Kitchen. 

5. Head on over to Tacos on 12, 
featuring dishes from Jacksonville’s 
most popular Baja Mexicana, Taco 
Lu. 

6. Grab a slice of V Pizza in The 
Patio (near No. 10 tee). And while 
you’re here, take advantage of the 
permanent restrooms! 

7. How about a little sugar 
rush? Stop by Mini Bar, located 
in Sawgrass Square near the 
Davis Love III Entry, to taste some 
delicious mini-sized donuts from 

this Jacksonville staple. 
#holeinone

8. The 
#foodstagram 
continues at Palm 
Valley Village 
(near No. 9 

green), featuring 
ABBQ and Bonefish 

Grill.

9. Visit Wine & Dine on 
9 presented by Meiomi Wines 

to sip and savor some of the best 
varietals from Meiomi and enjoy 
gourmet plates from Matthew 

Medure, one of Northeast Florida’s 
most renowned chefs.

10. Stop by the PGA TOUR Fan 
Shop at THE PLAYERS Welcome 
Experience to stock up on 
merchandise on your way out. 

Photo courtesy PGA TOUR
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Fun Fact! 
Tournament 

record: 
264 (-24) by 

Greg Norman 
in 1994.

bucket list: bucket list:family fun ideas

1. Stop by the PGA TOUR Fan 
Shop at THE PLAYERS Welcome 
Experience to stock up on golf 
balls, hats and pin flags for getting 
autographs. Remember: BYOS. 
(Bring your own sharpies!)

8. Take a picture (or a selfie) on 
the 17th hole with the iconic Island 
Green in the background. 
 
3. Visit the autograph zones 
at the practice grounds and the 
scoring area behind No. 18 green. 
Each zone also has a “kid corner” 
to ensure your little ones get 
something signed by their favorite 
players! 

4. Check out the Kids Zone 
presented by Nemours Children’s 
Health System (near No. 8 green), 
featuring a hitting booth, photo 
booth, putting green and gaming 
TVs, among other activities.

5. Visit The Family Care Suite 
Presented by Wolfson Children’s 
hospital (near 8 green), which has 
a comfort station for mothers and 
fathers to care for their babies in a 
comfortable setting.

6. Stop by Morgan Stanley 
Eagles for Impact (near No. 
8 green) to take a swing in a 
golf simulator and enter for the 
chance to win customized hats. 

7. Test your skills on 17! Head 
over to The 17th Hole Challenge 
presented by Optum, Morgan 
Stanley and Grant Thornton in THE 
PLAYERS Welcome Experience, 
where your kids can take two free 
shots at the replica Island Green 
or purchase an additional chance 
for a $5 donation to The First Tee 
of North Florida.

8. When it’s potty time, head over 
to The Patio to use the permanent 

restrooms. 
While you’re here, grab 
a slice of pizza from V Pizza. 

9. Flavors for every taste bud: 
THE PLAYERS has more than 20 
local food vendors on-site to 

please your kids’ palates (even 
the picky ones), from Tacos on 12 
featuring Jacksonville’s popular 
Baja Mexicana TacoLu, to Mini 
Bar donuts at Sawgrass Square 
to Trucks on 10, featuring Valley 
Smoke barbeque, Pie95 Pizza, 
Mama’s Argentinian Food and 
Cackylacky’s burgers, among many 
other options.

10. Get a fist bump from a player: 
For a good 50 feet, 

players and 
fans 

walk 
side by side 

from the No. 12 green 
to the No. 13 tee, making this path 
the perfect place to get a fist bump 
from your kids’ favorite players! 
#daymade

And don’t forget:

� Kids 15 and younger are admitted 
free of charge when accompanied 
by a ticketed adult.

� Food may be brought into the 
tournament in a clear, resealable 
plastic bag, not to exceed the size 
of a one-gallon bag.

� Strollers, small diaper bags, 
plastic baby bottles, and other 
essential baby supplies are 
permitted. The infant must be with 
the carrier. Items are subject to 
search.

� Phone charging stations: Trucks 
on 10, Sawgrass Square and
Palm Valley Village
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Hole 1: The 
No. 1 tee is a 
popular spot, 
with limited 
foliage, to 
watch players 
hit their tee 
shots with 
mounds to the 
left and right 
of the green 
for optimal 

viewing. This less-crowded location provides a great opportunity to get 
close to players as they walk from No. 1 green to No. 2 tee.

Hole 2: Elevated mounding behind the green provides a great place to 
watch players decide whether or not to go for the par 5 in two or lay-up, 
and then you can keep an eye on them as they head to No. 3 tee to take 
a shot at the par-3 green. 

Hole 3: Left of the tee box is a great place, as you are just on the other 
side of the practice tee — which means you can move back and forth to 
watch the 3rd hole as well as see players warm-up. 

Hole 4: Sit on the bulkhead around the water surrounding the green 
and dangle your feet. 

Hole 5: Find great views of this tough par 4 from the elevated left side 
of the fairway, where you can also catch a glimpse of players practicing 
on the back tee of the upgraded driving range. Additionally, the back 
range is open to the public during tournament week.  

Hole 6: This green isn’t very crowded and offers a great place to catch 
the action up close. You can be near the players as they walk from the 
green to the No. 7 tee.

Hole 7: The elevated mounding behind the green allows you to see all 
the way back to the tee box. 

Hole 8: Always a fan favorite, you can get close to the action when 
players hit their tee shots, thanks to elevated mounding behind the 
green. 

Naturally, there are plenty of great places to watch golf on the Stadium 
Course, which was specially designed to enhance the viewing 
experience. Everyone knows about the iconic 17th hole, but there are 
many more, often less crowded, places to watch golf. Here is a hole-by-
hole guide of the best — and sometimes hidden — spots to experience 
THE PLAYERS Championship:

Hole 9: This is a great par 5 to watch players hit their tee shots and 
decide whether or not to go for the green in two. Mounding has been 
added to give you a better view of players’ approach shots and putts.

Hole 10: The elevated mounding behind the tee provides great views 
of players’ tee shots. 

Hole 11: A fan favorite par 5 where players often go for the green in 
two, the green is surrounded by sand and water, which provides non-
stop excitement. 

Hole 12: Elevated mounds around the tee provide excellent views 
of players hitting their tee shots on this drivable par-4. Last year, 76 
percent of the field went for the green off the tee, and 23 percent were 
successful. This is the ultimate example of risk-reward. 

Hole 13: Fans directly behind the green may see a ball or two roll 
through the green and end up in the collection area just on the other 
side of the ropes from where they’re sitting.

Hole 14: This tough par 4 has elevated views behind the tee and the 
right side of the fairway. Errant tee shots to the right often end up right 
near fans.

Hole 15: This par 4 has elevated mounding on the left side of the 
green, providing good views of approach shots and putting as well as 
mounding for improved viewing on the No. 15 green.

Hole 16: This is one of the most iconic par 5s in all of golf, offering 
opportunities for eagles and birdies with accurate approach shots, but 
also bogeys and double bogeys with water looming down the right-
hand side. The Fan Bleachers – a public venue – located behind the 
tee, provide a great view as players launch their tee shots. The elevated 
mounding on the left side of the green also provides an ideal vantage 
point for approach shots and putts, as well as a view of the No. 17 hole.
 
Hole 17: There is not a bad view of this legendary, island green par 3. 
This is a perfect spot to watch golf and then see players walk off the 
green and through the tunnel as they head to the 18th tee.

Hole 18: You’ll find great views behind the tee and down the right side 
of the hole. This finishing hole is one of the most difficult on the PGA 
TOUR, with water down the left side and an extremely narrow fairway.

where to watch golf24
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• New in 2020: Every Shot Live: For the first time ever in golf, every shot by every 
player will be live-streamed during all four rounds of THE PLAYERS this year. In total, 
120 cameras will be placed throughout the Stadium Course to live stream more than 
32,000 shots on PGA TOUR LIVE via NBC Sports Gold.

• New in 2020: 
TOURCast: The 
PGA TOUR will 
launch an all-new 

TOURCast product 
that will allow fans 

to follow every shot 
from each group with 

a 3D rendering of the golf 
course and shot trails.The new 

TOURCast platform will also include deep 
access to the PGA TOUR’s ShotLink powered by CDW data, as 
well as video clips of every single shot available for fans to 
see, on demand.

• Social Handles: Follow @THEPLAYERS Champ on Twitter, @
THEPLAYERS on Facebook and @theplayerschamp on Insta-
gram for all the latest behind the scenes details.

T echnology at THE PLAYERS

• THE PLAYERS was the first event to have electronic scoreboards (1983) so that fans could better keep up with 
action around the course.

•  THE PLAYERS was one of the first sporting events to use Twitter (2008).

•  THE PLAYERS 2007 saw several firsts for tournament golf with the deployment of the TOUR’s state of the 
art Mitsubishi LED Scoreboards, and it was also the first event to run fully produced video highlights on 

those large format video boards. It became the first event with a fully electronic media center utiliz-
ing a 17-projector system with the largest projection screen in the Southeastern United States.

THE PLAYERS: 
		  A technological leader

THE PLAYERS allows fans to bring in their own food in a one 
gallon clear, plastic bag where food items are also wrapped 
in clear wrap. Fans can refill up their empty water bottles at 
the filtered water stations. This policy does not allow fans to 
bring in outside water bottles and/or beverages. 

THE PLAYERS’ Food Policy

#Health&Wealth2020

See the future
the way I see it.

Scott A. Grant
Fiduciary Asset Manager

(904) 285-2130



military appreciation26
Tuesday, March 10

THE PLAYERS Championship has 
a long-standing commitment to 
hosting and honoring men and 
women of the U.S. Armed Forces and 
their families. The 2020 tournament 
will once again offer a strong lineup 
of activities for military members, 
veterans and their families.

“Jacksonville has the largest military 
presence and veteran population in 
Florida and is home to some of the 
largest Navy bases in the country,” 
said Executive Director of THE 
PLAYERS Jared Rice. “It is incredibly 
important that we embrace our 
military personnel and their 
contributions to our community 
and our country. They make daily 
sacrifices in order to protect and 

Photo courtesy 
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THE PLAYERS Championship has a long-standing commitment to hosting and honoring men and women of the U.S. Armed Forces and their families. 
The 2020 tournament will once again offer a strong lineup of activities for military members, veterans and their families.

“Jacksonville has the largest military presence and veteran population in Florida and is home to some of the largest Navy bases in the country,” 
said Executive Director of THE PLAYERS Jared Rice. “It is incredibly important that we embrace our military personnel and their contributions to our 
community and our country. They make daily sacrifices in order to protect and preserve the freedoms we enjoy, and we look forward to honoring them at 
this year’s tournament.”

preserve the freedoms we enjoy, 
and we look forward to honoring 
them at this year’s tournament.”

Each year, THE PLAYERS designates 
the Tuesday of tournament week as 
Military Appreciation Day, complete 
with a ceremony of nationally-
ranked dignitaries, military 
pageantry and a culminating 
concert. This year, for the first time 
in tournament history, a pop/EDM 
artist will perform at the Military 
Appreciation Ceremony and 
Concert: Grammy-Award winning 
artist The Chainsmokers will take 
the stage on Tuesday, March 10, 
with the concert taking place on the 
world-famous island green 17th hole 
shortly after 5 p.m.

The Chainsmokers were selected 
because of their strong connection 
to the military. They have hosted 
and supported a number of military 
outreach efforts, including a concert 
for deployed military members who 
were unable to be with their families 
for the holidays.

THE PLAYERS provides 
complimentary admission to 
active duty, military retirees, 
military reserve, National Guard, 
military spouses and accompanied 
dependents with valid credentials 
and identification. Veterans 
are provided an exclusive offer, 
permitting them to purchase one 
ticket for themselves and one ticket 
for a guest at a discounted rate per 

day ($20/each for Tuesday 
and Wednesday; $30/each for 
Thursday through Sunday). 

All military personnel must 
verify their military status 
by going to THEPLAYERS.
com/tickets and clicking on 
“military admissions.” Upon 
verification, a voucher will be 
issued for each day that must 
be printed and redeemed on-
site at the Love, Nicklaus, and 
Couples entries. Valid military 
identification is required. 
Parking is not included in the 
complimentary, or discounted, 
ticket for the military. Parking 
passes are required each day, 
Tuesday – Sunday, and can 
be purchased at THEPLAYERS.
com/parking. Parking will not 
be sold on site.

Throughout tournament week, 
all active duty, Reserve military 
members, military retirees, 
veterans and their dependents 
will have access to the 
Birdies for the Brave ® Patriots’ 
Outpost presented by United 
Rentals, a hospitality tent 

reserved exclusively for the military 
which offers complimentary food, 
beverages and activities. Located 
near the tee at No. 16, the Patriots’ 
Outpost is financially supported 
by United Rentals, THE PLAYERS 
volunteer leadership, the Red Coats, 
and Jacksonville-area companies 
and individuals. 

THE PLAYERS will feature recognized 
leaders, military officials, athletes 
and champions in the Birdies for 
the Brave Patriots’ Outpost during 
tournament week. A series of meet-
and-greets will be hosted each day, 
where attendees can meet and 
interact with these leaders, resource 
experts and military officials. A 
schedule, spotlighting each leader, 
will be announced in the coming 
weeks.

During the 2019 tournament, THE 
PLAYERS hosted roughly 20,000 
military service men, women and 
family members in the Patriots’ 
Outpost.

Prior to tournament week, THE 
PLAYERS will welcome active 
duty, Reserve, retired military, 
veterans, and military spouses to 
TPC Sawgrass on Saturday, March 7, 
from 11 a.m. to 2 p.m. in the Birdies 
for the Brave® Patriots’ Outpost to 
participate in its eighth-annual 
Military Job Fair, in partnership with 
the Jacksonville Military Veterans 
Coalition and sponsored by United 
Rentals. The Military Job Fair is free 
and open to military personnel, 
veterans and military spouses who 
are seeking employment. There will 
be approximately 50 companies 
on hand, all with open hiring 
opportunities. Also, on Sunday, 
March 8, THE PLAYERS and Birdies 
for the Brave® will again partner with 
Operation Shower to host a private, 
invite-only, group baby shower for 
40 military moms-to-be. 



Stay 
hydrated!

and don’t miss a minute of the action
To keep from getting overheated in the hot Florida sun, 
be sure to take advantage of the Mobile Refreshment 
Centers at THE PLAYERS. These carts roam the golf course 
in high-traffic locations, selling water, soda and beer so 
you can follow along and watch your favorite players. 
Also, from entry opening to 11:00 a.m., you can purchase 
GREY GOOSE Bloody Marys inside the Couples and 
Nicklaus entrances. This convenience allows you to grab a 
drink or a quick snack and not miss a minute of the action. 
Also, chilled, filtered drinking water is available in the 
permanent restrooms near The Patio, behind the No. 16 
green and No. 17 tee, Taste of JAX and Wine & Dine on 9 — 
so keep your bottle and refill it as many times as you’d like 
as a way to stay hydrated and save money at 
THE PLAYERS.
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Guys in the 
Gilded Age made 
birdies in more 
ways than one.

www.lightnermuseum.org
904. 824. 2874 

Present this ad at the museum’s front 
desk and receive $3 off admission!

Visit the Lightner 
Museum Today!

Fans with a handicap parking hang tag, as well as a PLAYERS parking pass, 
will be directed to park in a specific part of the general parking lot. From there, 
golf carts will take them to one of the designated Disabled Guest Services 
locations on the golf course. 

Carts will run from the time gates open until 30 minutes after play ends and 
will only pick up and drop off from the below designated locations. They will 
not stray from official route under any circumstances.

1. Behind 16 Green by Couples Gate and The Bier Garden Presented by 
Hoptinger

2. Behind 17 Tee adjacent to the Welcome Experience
3. Players left of 9 Fairway by Wine & Dine on 9
4. Players left of 9 Green by Greenside Lounge presented by 
     GreenWise Market and Past Chairman Hospitality
5. Clubhouse area behind 3 Tee
6. Players right of 16 Tee in front of Patriots’ Outpost
7. Players right of 15 Fairway at Taste of JAX

THE PLAYERS Disabled Guest Services program provides 
shuttles during the championship.  Fans who have handicap 
parking access are still required to purchase a parking 
pass in advance for THE PLAYERS general parking lot (off CR 
210). Four or more fans can park for free if they download a 
voucher in advance at THEPLAYERS.com/parking (however, 
voucher quantities are limited). 

disabled guest services

Alcohol Policy
Strict adherence to alcoholic beverage consumption 
laws will be enforced on course and in all hospitality 
areas:

� Alcohol will not be served to anyone younger than 21; 
proof of age will be required for anyone younger than 35
� Only two drinks may be purchased at a time; specta-
tors are not allowed to carry more than two drinks at any 
given time
� Pending no delays of play, alcohol will be s
erved until 5:30 p.m. on Tuesday, 
March 10; 6:30 p.m. on Wednesday, 
March 11 through Saturday, March 14; 
and until 5:30 p.m. on Sunday, 
March 15. 

THE PLAYERS’
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“Mistakes are the portals of discovery” ~ James Joyce

By Janie C. Farina, LPGAMistakes vs. excuses

If “Mistakes are the portals of discovery,” then why do our golf mistakes 
often lead to excuses as an excuse for the mistakes we make? 

Here’s what I hear:

� The greens were too fast
� The greens were too slow
� The wind was wicked
� I never felt comfortable over the ball all day.
� My putts kept lipping out of the cup.
� If there was trouble, my golf ball found it. 
� I couldn’t get my tempo because of the slow group in front of us
� I couldn’t get my tempo because the group behind us kept hitting 
    into us
� The sand in the bunker was too wet, too fluffy, too thin, etc.
� I didn’t have a decent lie all day.

So why do we think we should be playing better golf than we actually 
played?
The portals to better golf lie in facing the excuse, not making the excuse. 
Consider this: Excuses redirected and addressed as mistakes and can 
be corrected with a good instructor and proper practice plan. Practice 
uncomfortable circumstances by replicating undesirable conditions that 
arise while playing golf.
For example, make it a practice to play different courses with different 
greens and learn how to adjust more quickly to these variations in speed. 
The same goes for bunker sand and consistency.
Instead of dodging windy conditions, get out there and make it common 
practice to experiment with crosswinds, down winds, and into your face 
winds. Tossing grass into the air before each shot on these days should 
be a given, as well as watching the trees behind the green or the flags 

and their direction. For each knot of wind, a club adjustment should 
occur.
Finding your tempo and keeping it during rounds of intermittent stops 
and gos is a developed skill. Make it a mission to alternate play with 
“Speedy Gonzales” and “Mo Molasses” and focus on keeping a seamless 
flow to your round with your thought, your walk and your talk. 
Lipping out putts, feeling uncomfortable over the ball and your ball 
continually finding trouble may likely be a simple alignment issue. Get a 
partner/teacher to video you behind the target and review your aim. 
Eye dominance plays a key role in direction and how we set up to the 
target.
Have your equipment checked. Improper lie angle of clubs affect 
direction as much as 200 yards.
Review your course management decisions: On the tee box, set up on 
the same side as the trouble and allow your shot some breathing room 
for a mistake so the trouble isn’t staring you in the face.
So in your quest to play the golf you “think you should be playing,” ditch 
the excuses and get busy using those mistakes to become the portals to 
good golfing discovery.

Keep the flow and let it go!

Call today for a free personal consultation!
Our goal is to aide all seniors within the community by locating appropriately matched 

facilities for their individualized needs. Whether you are seeking more help for safer 
daily activities or just want less maintenance, we can help you find options for-

 • Independent Living 
 • Assisted Living
 • Memory/Dementia Care

904-910-1916  | Firstcoastcare.com

MLugo@Firstcoastcare.com

Unsure of  what you need? 
Call us to discuss, we are happy to help. 

We can help!

Looking For Senior Living Options?

 • Residential Care Homes
 • Relocations To The Area
   • Respite Stays/Short Term Help



visit us online at worldwidegolfshops.com

EDWIN WATTS GOLF OF 
JACKSONVILLE BEACH 

4082 South 3rd Street • 904.246.7893
M-F: 10-7 • Sat: 10-6 • SUN: 11-4

90-DAY 100% SATISFACTION GUARANTEE 
If you are not completely satisfied with your purchase, return it to us
within 90 days of purchase, and you will receive 100% store credit 
towards your next purchase.  Buy with confidence!

EDWIN WATTS GOLF OF 
JACKSONVILLE  

9365 Philips Hwy, Ste 110 • 904.332.0933
M-S: 9-7 • SUN: 11-4

EDWIN WATTS GOLF HOUR RADIO SHOW
Live on 1010 XLAM & 92.5FM every SATURDAY morning from 10am–11am.

BRING BACK YOUR TPC TICKET TO EITHER
 STORE LOCATION BELOW MARCH 5 - 24 

FOR SPECIAL SAVINGS!

ALWAYS FREE CUSTOM FITTINGS IN-STORE

EXPERTS + TECHNOLOGY = THE PERFECT FIT

UTILIZING THE BEST FITTING TECHNOLOGY IN THE RETAIL GOLF INDUSTRY!

• BALL FLIGHT, FULL SWING TECHNOLOGY
• CERTIFIED FITTING EXPERTS
• DATA TO HELP IMPROVE YOUR GAME
• COMPLETE SET CUSTOMIZATION

EWG_tpcfanguide_7.5x5_FEB2020.indd   1 2/6/20   3:42 PM

Find the optimum life/work 
balance or retirement property. 
Just the right proximity to beaches, 
golf, boating, shopping, schools. 
Over 30 years of uncompromising integrity 
and proven results. Local, full time real estate 
professionals here to serve you! 
 

For Golf and 
Beach Lovers!

Ocean Views across from 
pristine, quite beach. 

Four bedroom, 2840 square 
foot home is in gated 

Turtle Shores. 
$644,500

Quiet Intra-coastal 
marsh setting just steps 

from the beach. 
Four bedroom, 2187 square 

foot home in gated 
Turtle Shores. 
$510,000 

Ponte Vedra Beach 
St. Augustine 
REAL ESTATE

Rick Lofgren  904.315.3288   lofgrenrick@gmail.com
Christine Rich  904.349.6163   realtorrich@bellsouth.net
www.NortheastFloridaBeachHomes.com

RE/MAX Unlimited   904.280.1115
100 Corridor Road #101, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082
85 Ava Way #107, St. Augustine, FL 32084
158 Marketside Ave. #14, Ponte Vedra, FL 32081

TPC Sawgrass, walk to 
tournaments and golf 
courses all year long!   

Treed half acre hosts this 
four bedroom, 2750 square 

foot home. 
 $624,000
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BEST 
RESTROOMS:
 
THE PLAYERS has constructed 
four large-scale, permanent public 
restrooms:
• The Patio (between No. 10 tee and 
  No. 18 green/No. 16 tee)
• Wine & Dine on 9 
  (near No. 5 green/No. 9 fairway)
• Behind No. 16 green (near The Grove)
• Taste of JAX (behind No. 11 geen and 

No. 12 tee)

Additional restrooms are located near:
• Stadium Village
• The Kids Zone presented by Nemours 

Children’s Health System

There are additional temporary 
restrooms throughout the tournament 
as well.  

Autographs are not allowed on 
course during practice days and 
tournament competition days. THE 
PLAYERS has designated Autograph 
Zones to allow fans the opportunity 
to meet their favorite players 
and get their signature. PGA 
TOUR players have been asked to 
spend time in the two designated 
autograph zones before and/or 
after play to sign autographs for 
fans. 

The autograph zones 
are marked with 

signage for 
fans and 

Vote
August 18
2020

Strickland
CHRIS

ST JOHNS COUNTY

SHERIFF

for

30 Year
Law Enforcement Veteran

Paid for by Chris Strickland, Rep. for St Johns County Sheriff

Strickland4Sheriff.com

 (Rep)

Enjoy the TPC and all the 
players as they compete for this 
prestigious championship!

players and are also listed on 
the course map. There are two 
autograph zones located on the 
course:
� Main player practice grounds/
driving range
� Scoring area behind 18 green

There is a “kid corner” within 
the autograph zones designated 
specifically for youth. These areas 
allow youth the opportunity to get 
close to their favorite players for a 
signature.

� Selfie Screens, located at various 
fan venues, allow fans to take 
a selfie with their favorite PGA 
TOUR player. The screens feature 

touchscreen digital displays and 
allow fans to share their selfies 

directly on their social 
media platforms.

� Near the No. 17 
hole with the iconic 

Island Green in the 
background.

best of the best
Best place to get autographs:

Best places for selfies: 

From 2018 to 2019 alone, THE PLAYERS saw a 63 percent 
increase in the number of Uber rides to and from the 
tournament, and this number is expected to grow.

Did you know? 



(904) 285-6927 | pvclubrealty.com 
280 Ponte Vedra Boulevard, Ponte Vedra Beach, FL 32082

We Know the Beaches Best!

suzie connolly
904-234-8812

SALLY SERGEANT
904-631-4283

belk ingram
904-254-5969

susan fort 904-514-7150
tyler ackland 904-510-6918

Proudly affiliated with the clubs of Gate Hospitality

PATTI ARMSTRONG
904-502-6160

77 Ponte Vedra Blvd.
Ponte Vedra Beach

Oceanfront
5/5/2 • 5309 SF

$6,107,000
Belk Ingram

SOLD 91 San Juan Drive #D4
Ponte Vedra Beach

The Pointe
3/2 • 1700 SF

$625,000
Suzie Connolly

567 Ponte Vedra Blvd.
Ponte Vedra Beach

Oceanfront
Homesite • 70’ x 140’

$2,695,000
Susan Fort|Tyler Ackland

6778 Linford Lane
Jacksonville

Epping Forest
3/2/1 • 2996 SF

$945,000
Patti Armstrong

2299 Lakeshore Drive
Fleming Island
Eagle Harbor
6/4/1 • 4032 SF

$1,095,000
Sally Sergeant

1601 Ocean Dr S. #701
Jacksonville Beach

Seascape
2/2 • 1230 SF

$675,000
Belk Ingram

125 Belvedere Place
Ponte Vedra Beach

Belvedere
4/5 • 4300 SF

$1,249,900
Suzie Connolly

141 Sea Hammock Way
Ponte Vedra Beach

Oceanfront
3/2 • 1705 SF

$849,000
Susan Fort|Tyler Ackland

48 Suncoast Lane
Nocatee

Addison Park
3/3 • 1883 SF

$357,500
Patti Armstrong

108 Ponte Vedra East
Ponte Vedra Beach
Ponte Vedra East

4/3/2 • 3968 SF
$1,050,000

Sally Sergeant

554 Ponte Vedra Blvd.
Ponte Vedra Beach
Old Ponte Vedra
3/4/2 • 6625 SF

$3,200,000
Suzie Connolly

112 Melrose Avenue
Ponte Vedra Beach

The Plantation at PV
4/3/1 • 3990 SF

$899,000
Susan Fort|Tyler Ackland

361 N. Sea Lake Lane
Ponte Vedra Beach

Ponte Vedra by the Sea
4/4 • 4002 SF

$950,000
Patti Armstrong

430 Timberwalk Ct #1021
Ponte Vedra Beach

Belleza at Ponte Vedra
2/2 • 1012 SF

$195,000
Sally Sergeant

5010 Buttonwood Drive
Ponte Vedra Beach

Sawgrass Players Club
3/2/1 • 2820 SF

$650,000
Suzie Connolly

SOLD

Preferred Membership Initiation Fee pricing for the Ponte Vedra Inn & Club, The Lodge 
& Club, Epping Forest Yacht & Country Club and The River Club is available to the 

Purchaser(s) of these listings; certain restrictions may apply.

SOLD
SOLD



T H E  R E T I R E M E N T  R E S O R T  A T  T P C  S A W G R A S S

V I C A R ’ S      L A N D I N G VL

Life Choice Community TM

In 1988, Vicar’s Landing made a commitment to become Florida’s premier 
retirement community. Well, after 30 years of dedicated hard work, we’re 
confident in saying—we are. And apparently the state 
of Florida also agrees. In the highly competitive field 

of Life Choice Communities, Vicar’s Landing has won the coveted 
Governor’s Gold Seal for the 12th straight year. We’re proud of that 

and committed to the next 30 years. To take 
a tour or to learn more, call or click today. 
904.285.6000   |  VicarsLanding.com   
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If practice makes perfect, 
AFTER 30 YEARS, WE’RE PRETTY PERFECT.  


